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TON, the wish * 
his Country” and its 
first President, 1789- 

97, was born Febru- 


ary 22, 1732, in Wash- 

serie ington Parish, West- 
sive moreland County, Virginia. 

2 Bey His father, Augustine Wash- 
ity ington, first married Jane But- 
scfsce, ler, who bore him four chil- 
aa dren, and March 6, 1730, he 
oie married Mary Ball. Of six 
ete children by his second mar- 
“%* riage, George was the eldest, 


the others 
gustine, Charles 


being Betty, Samuel, John, Au- 
and Mildred, of whom the 
youngest died in infancy. Little is known 
of the early years of Washington, beyond 
the fact that the house in which he was 
born was burned during his early child- 
hood, and that his father thereupon moved 
to another farm, inherited from his paternal 
ancestors, situated in Stafford County, on 


the north bank of the Rappahannock, where | 


he acted as agent of the Principio [ron 
Works in the immediate vicinity, and died 
there in 1743. 

From earliest childhood George devel- 
oped a noble character. He had a vigorous 
constitution, a fine form, and great bodily 
Strength. His education was somewhat de- 


fective, being confined to the elementary 
branches taught him by his mother and at 
aneighboring school. He developed, how- 
ever, a fondness for mathematics, and en- 
joyed in that branch the instructions of a 
private teacher. On leaving school he re- 
sided for some time at Mount Vernon with 
his half brother, Lawrence, who acted as 
his guardian, and who had married a daugh- 
ter of kis neighbor at Belvoir on the Poto- 
mac, the w ealtbiy William Fairfax, for some 
time president of the executive council of 
the colony. Both Fairfax and his son-in-law, 
Lawrence Washington, had served with dis- 
tinction in 1740 as officers of an American 
battalion at the siege of Carthagena, and 
were {friends and correspondents of Admiral 
Vernon, for whom the latter’s residence on 
the Potomac has been named. George's 
inclinations were for a similar career, and a 
midshipman’s warrant was procured for 
him, probably through the influence of the 
Admiral; but through the opposition of his 
mother the project was abandoned. The 
family connection with the Fairfaxes, how- 
ever, opened another career for the young 
man, who, at the age of sixteen, was ap- 
pointed surveyor to the immense estates of 
the eccentric Lord Fairfax, who was then 
on avisit at Belvoir, and who shortly after- 
ward established his baronial residence at 
Greenway Court, inthe Shenandoah Valley. 
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Three years were passed by young Wash- 
ington in a rough frontier life, gaining ex- 
perience which afterward proved very es- 
sential to him. 

In 1751, when the Virginia militia were 
put under training with a view to active 
service against France, Washington, though 
only nineteen years of age, was appointed 
Adjutant with the rank of Major. In Sep- 
tember of that year the failing health of 
Lawrence Washington rendered it neces- 
sary for him to seek a warmer climate, and 
George accompanied him in a voyage to 
Barbadoes. They returned early in 1752, 
and Lawrence shortly afterward died, leav- 
ing his large property to an infant daughter. 
In his will George was named one of the 
executors and as eventual heir to Mount 
Vernon, and by the death of the infant niece 
soon succeeded to that estate. 

On the arrival of Robert Dinwiddie as 
Lieutenant-Governor of Virginia in 1752 
the militia was reorganized, and the prov- 
ince divided into four districts. Washing- 
ton was commissioned by Dinwiddie Adju- 
tant-General of the Northern District in 
1753, and in November of that year a most 
important as well as hazardous mission was 
assigned him. This was to proceed to the 
Canadian posts recently established on 
French Creek, near Lake Erie, to demand 
in the name of the King of England the 
withdrawal of the French from a territory 
claimed by Virginia. 
been declined by more than one officer, 


since it involved a journey through an ex- 


tensive and almost unexplored wilderness 


in the occupancy of savage Indian tribes, | 


either hostile to the English, or of doubtful 
attachment. Major Washington, however, 
accepted the commission with alacrity ; and, 
accompanied by Captain Gist, he reached 
Fort Le Boeuf on French Creek, delivered 


This enterprise had | 


his dispatches and received reply, which, of | 


course, was a polite refusal to surrender the 
posts. This reply was of such a character 


{ 
| 
; 
' 
} 
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as to induce the Assembly of Virginia to 
authorize the executive to raise a regiment 
of 300 men for the purpose of maintaining 
the asserted rights of the British crown 
over the territory’¢tlaimed. As Washing- 
ton declined to be a candidate-for that post, 
the command of this regiment was given to 
Colonel Joshua Fry, and Major Washing- 
ton, at his own request, was commissioned 


‘Lieutenant-Colonel. On the march to Ohio, 


news was received that a party previously 
sent to build a fort at the confluence of the 
Monongahela with the Ohio had been 
driven back by aconsiderable French force, 
which had completed the work there be- 
gun, and named it Fort Duquesne, in honor 
of the Marquis Duquesne, then Governor 
of Canada. This was the beginning of the 
great “French and Indian war,” which con- 
tinued seven years. On the death of Colonel 
Fry, Washington succeeded to the com- 
mand of the regiment, and so well did he 
fulfill his trust that the Virginia Assembly 
commissioned him as Commander-in-Chief 
of all the forces raised in the colony. 

A cessation of all Indian*hostility on the 
frontier having followed the expulsion of 
the French from the Ohio, the object of 
Washington was accomplished and he re- 
signed his commission as Commander-in- © 
Chief of the Virginia forces. He then pro- 
ceeded to Williamsburg to take his seat in 
the General Assembly, of which he had 
been elected a member. : 

January 17, 1759, Washington married 
Mrs. Martha (Dandridge) Custis, a -young 
and beautiful widow of great wealth, and de- 
voted himself for the ensuing fifteen years 
to the quiet pursuits of agriculture, inter- 
rupted only by his annual attendance in 
winter upon the Colonial Legislature at 
Williamsburg, until summoned by his ° 
country to enter upon that other arena in 
which his fame was to become world wide. 

It is unnecessary here to trace the details 
of the struggle upon the question of local 
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self-government, which, after ten years, cul- 
minated by act of Parliament of the port of 
Boston. It was at the instance of Virginia 
thata congress of all the colonies was called 
to meet at Philadelphia September 5, 1774, 
to secure their common liberties—if possible 
by peaceful means. To this Congress 
Colonel Washington was sent as a dele- 
gate. On dissolving in October, it recom- 
mended the colonies to send deputies to 
another Congress the following spring. In 
the meantime several of the colonies felt 
impelled to raise local forces to repel in- 
sults and aggressions on the part of British 
troops, so that on the assembling of the next 
Congress, May 10, 1775, the war prepara- 
tions of the mother country were unmis- 
takable. The battles of Concord and Lex- 
ington had been fought. Among the earliest 
acts, therefore, of the Congress was the 
selection of a commander-in-chief of the 
colonial forces. This office was unani- 
mously conferred upon Washington, still a 
member of the Congress. He accepted it 
on June 19, but on the express condition he 
should receive no salary. 

He immediately repaired to the vicinity 


of Boston, against which point the British | 
ministry had concentrated their forces. As | 


early as April General Gage had 3,000 
troops in and around this proscribed city. 
During the falland winter the British policy 


Clearly indicated a purpose to divide pub- | 


lic sentiment and to build up a British party 
in the colonies. 


as “ Tories,” while the patriots took to them- 
selves the name of “ Whigs.” 

As early as 1776 the leading men had 
come to the conclusion that there was no 
hope except in separation and indepen- 
dence. In May of that year Washington 
wrote from the head of the army in New 
York: “A reconciliation with Great Brit- 
“in is impossible. . . . . 
command of the army, I abhorred the idea 


Those who sided with the | 
ministry were stigmatized by the patriots | 


When I took | 


of President. 


WASHINGTON. II 


of independence; but I am now fully satis- 
fied that nothing else will save us.” 

It is not the object of this sketch to trace 
the military acts of the patriot hero, to 
whose hands the fortunes and liberties of 
the United States were confided during the 
seven years’ bloody struggle that ensued 
until the treaty of 1783, in which England 
acknowledged the independence of each of 
the thirteen States, and negotiated with 
them, jointly, as separate sovereignties. The 
merits of Washington as a military chief- 
tain have been considerably discussed, espe- 
cially by writers in hisown country. Dur- 
ing the war he was most bitterly assailed 
for incompetency, and great efforts were 
made to displace him; but he never fora 
moment lost the confidence of either the 
Congress or the people. December 4, 1783, 
the great commander took !eave of his ofh- 
cers in most affectionate and patriotic terms, 
and went to Annapolis, Maryland, where 
the Congress of the States was in session, 
and to that body, whep peace and order 
prevailed everywhere, resigned his com- 
mission aud retired to Mount Vernon. 

It was in 1788 that Washington was called 


to the chief magistracy of the nation. He . 


received every electoral vote cast in ali the 
colleges of the States voting for the office 
The 4th of March, 1789, was 


_ the time appointed for the Government of 


the United States to begin its operations, 
but several weeks elapsed before quorums 
of both the newly constituted houses of the 
Congress were assembled. The'city of New 
York was the place where the Congress 
then met. April 16 Washington left his 
home to enter upon the discharge of his 
new duties. He set out with a purpose of 
traveling privately, and without attracting 
any public attention; but this was impossi- 
slg. Everywhere on his way he was met 
with thronging crowds, eager to see the 
man whom they regarded as the chief de- 
fender of their liberties, and everywhere 
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he was hailed with those public manifesta- 
tions of joy, regard and love which spring 
spontaneously from the hearts of an affec- 
tionate and grateful people. His reception 
in New York was marked by a grandeur 
and an enthusiasm never before witnessed 
in that metropolis. The inauguration took 


place April 30,in the presence of animmense | 


multitude which had assembled to witness 
the new and imposing ceremony. The oath 
of office was administered by Robert R. 
Livingston, Chancellor of the State. When 
this sacred pledge was given, he retired 
with the other officials into the Senate 


chamber, where he delivered his inaugural | 


address to both houses of the newly con- 
stituted Congress in joint assembly. 

In the manifold details of his civil ad- 
ministration, Washington proved himself 
equal to the requirements of his position. 
The greater portion of the first session of 
the first Congress was occupied in passing 
the necessary statutes for putting the new 
organization into complete operation. 
the discussions brought up in the course of 
this legislation the nature and character of 
the new system came under general review. 
On no one of them did any decided antago- 
nism of opinion arise. All held it to bea 
limited government, clothed only with spe- 
cific powers conferred by delegation from 
the States. There was no change in the 
name of the legislative department; it still 
remained “the Congress of the United 
States of America.” There was no change 
in the original flag of the country, and none 
in the seal, which still remains with the 
Grecian escutcheon borne by the eagle, 
with other emblems, under the great and 
expressive motto, “/ Pluribus Unum.” 

The first division of parties arose upon 
the manner of construing the powers dele- 
gated, and they were first styled “strict 
constructionists”’ 
structionists.” The former were for con- 
fining the action of the Government strictly 


In | 


and “latitudinarian con- | 


PRESIDENTS OF THE UNITED STATES. 


within its specific and limited sphere, while 
the others were for enlarging its powers by 
inference and implication. Hamilton and 
Jefferson, both members of the first cabinet. 
were regarded as the chief leaders, respect 

ively, of these rising antagonistic parties 
which have existed, under different names 
from that day to this. Washington was re. 
gardedas holding a neutral position between 
them, though, by mature deliberation, he 
vetoed the first apportionment bill, in 1790, 
passed by the party headed by Hamilton, 
which was based upon a principle construct- 
ively leading to centralization or consoli- 
dation. This was the first exercise of the 
veto power under the present Constitution. 
It created considerable excitement at the 
time. Another bill was soon passed in pur- 
suance of Mr. Jefferson’s views, which has 
been adhered to in principle in every ap- 
portionment act passed since. 

At the second session of the new Con- 
gress, Washington announced the gratify- 
ing fact of “the accession of North Caro- 
lina” to the Constitution of 7787, and June 
1 of the same year he announced by special 
message the like “accession of the State of 
Rhode Island,” with his congratulations on 
the happy event which “united under the 
general Government” all the States which 
were originally confederated. 

In 1792, at the second Presidential elec- 
tion, Washington was desirous to retire; 
but he yielded to the general wish of the 
country, and was again chosen President 
by the unanimous vote of every electoral 
college. At the third election, 1796, he was 
again most urgently entreated to consent to 
remain inthe séxecutive chair. This he 
positively refused. In September, before 
the election, he gave to his countrymen his 
memorable Farewell Address, which in lan- 
ruage, sentiment and patriotism was a fit 
and crowning glory of his illustrious life. 
After March 4, 1797, he again retired to 
Mount Vernon for peace, quiet and repose. 
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Ilis administration forthe two terms had 
been successful beyond the expcctation and 
hopes of even the most sanguine of his 
friends. The finances of the country were 
no longer in an embarrassed condition, the 
public credit was fully restored, life was 
given to every department of industry, the 
workings of the new system in allowing 
Congress to raise revenue from duties on 
imports proved to be not only harmonious 
in its federal action, but astonishing in its 
results upon the commerce and trade of all 
the States. 
increased from $19,000,000 to over $56,000,- 


ooo per annum, while the imports increased | 


in about the same proportion. Three new 
members had been added tothe Union. The 
progress of the States in their new career 


under their new organization thus far was | 
not only to the> 
friends of libertv within their own limits, | 


encouraging, 


exceedingly g 


The exports from the Union | 


WASHINGTON. 


but to their sympathizing allies in all climes | 


and countries. 


af | 


chief to quit his repose at Mount Vernon 
and take command of all the United States 
forces, with the rank of Lieutenant-General, 
when war was threatened with France in 
1798, nothing need here be stated, except to 
note the fact as an unmistakable testimo- 
nial of the high regard in which he was still 
held by his countrymen, of all shades of po- 
litical opinion. He patriotically accepted 
this trust, but a treaty of peace put a stop 
to all action under it. He again retired to 
Mount Vernon, where, after a short and 
severe illness, he died December 14, 1799, 
in the sixty-eighth year of his age. The 
whole country was filled with gloom by this 
sad intelligence. Men of all parties in poli- 
tics and creeds in religion, in every State 
in the Union, united with Congress in “ pay- 
ing honor to the man, first in war, first in 
peace, and first in the hearts of his country- 
men.” 

His remains were deposited in a family 
vault on the banks of the Potomac at Mount 


© the call again made on this illustrious | Vernon, where they still lie entombed. 
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* OHN ADAMS, the second 
: President of the United 
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ye 
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-> 


vai 


git Aa AYE ie States, 1797 to 1801, was 
ait NG 2 born in the present town 
oN vb i of Quincy, thena portion 
Be fae of Braintree, Massachu- 
ul ex. setts, October 30, 1735. His | 
elt, father wasa farmer of mod- 
| j erate means, a worthy and 
alg. industrious man. He was | 
ae a deacon in the church, and 
A was very desirous of giving | 


his son & collegiate edueas 
tion, hoping that he would 
become a minister of the 
gospel. But, as up to this 
time, the age of fourteen, he had been only 
a play-boy in the fields and forests, he had 
no taste for books, he chose farming. On 
being set to work, however, by his father 
out in the field, the very first day con- 
verted the boy into a lover of books. 
Accordingly, at the age of sixteen he 
entered Harvard College, and graduated in 
1755, at the age of twenty, highly esteemed 
for integrity, energy and ability. . Thus, 
having no capital but his education, he 
started out into the stormy world ata time 
of great political excitement, as France and 
England were then engaged in their great 
seven-years struggle for the mastery over 
the New World. The fire of patriotism 


See eA eR RS Se USES ESSER Met yt. 
Herreaiecrrererr pecaee t e¥irrri1s Sti aoe. ive ais rir YVUNYYY CII 


_ sonal 
' afterward contributed 


SS ol \ 


ees ee Si i" a Be Ey 


seized young Adams, and for a time he 
studied over the question whether he 


_should take to the law, to politics or the 
“army. 
friend, making prophecies concerning the 


He wrote a remarkable letter toa 


future greatness of this country which have 
since been more than fulfilled. For two 
years he taught school and studied law, 


_ wasting no odd moments, and at the early 


age of twenty-two years.he opened a law 
ofhce in his native town. His inherited 
powers of mind and untiring devotion to 
his profession caused him to rise rapidly 
in public esteem. 

In October, 1764, Mr. Adams married 
Miss Abigail Smith, daughter of a clergy- 
man at Weymouth and a lady of rare per- 
and intellectual endowments, who 
much to her hus- 
band’s celebrity. - 

Soon the oppression of the British. in 
America reached its climax. The Boston 
merchants employed an attorney by the 
name of James Otis to argue the legality of 
oppressive tax law before the Superior 
Court. Adams heard the argument, and 
afterward wrote to a friend concerning the 
ability displayed, as follows: “Otis was a 
flame of fire. With a promptitude of 
classical allusion, a depth of research, a 
rapid summary of historical events and 
dates, a profusion of legal authorities and a 
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prophetic glance into futurity, he hurried 


away all before him. American tudependence | 


was then and there born. Every man of an 
immensely crowded audience appeared to 
me to go away, as I did, ready to take up 
arms.” 

Soon Mr. Adams wrote an essay to be 
read before the literary club of his town, 
upon the state of affairs, which was so able 
as to attract public attention. 


friends of the colonists there as “one of the 
very best productions ever seen from North 
America.” 

The memorabie Stamp Act was now 
issued, and Adams entered with all the 


ardor of his soul into political life in order | 


to resist it. He drew up a series of reso- 
lutions remonstrating against the act, which 
were adopted at a public meeting of the 


citizens of Braintree, and which were sub- | 


sequently adopted, word for word, by more 
than forty towns in the State. Popular 
commotion prevented the landing of the 
Stamp Act papers, and the-English author- 
ities then closed the courts. The town of 
Boston therefore appointed Jeremy Grid- 
ley, James Otis and John Adams to arguea 


It was pub- | liberty, Mr. Adams replied that he woulda 
lished in American journals, republished | 


in England, and was pronounced by the | 


FOHN ADAMS. + 


petition before the Governor and council | 


for the re-opening of the courts; and while 
the two first mentioned attorneys based 
their argument upon the distress caused to 
the people by the measure, Adams boldly 
claimed that the Stamp Act wasa violation 
both of the English Constitution and the 
charter of the Provinces. It is said that 
this was the first direct denial of the un- 
limited right of Parliament over the colo- 
nies. Soon after’this the Stamp Act was 
repealed. 

Directly Mr. Adams was employed to 
defend Ansell Nickerson, who had killed an 
Englishman in the act of impressing him 
_ (Nickerson) into the King's service, and his 
client was acquitted, the court thus estab- 
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lishing the principle that the infamous 
royal prerogative of impressment could 
have no existence in the colonial code. 
But in 1770 Messrs. Adams and Josiah 
Quincy defended a party of British soldiers 
who had been arrested for murder when 
they had been only obeying Governmental 
ordérs; and when reproached for thus ap- 
parently deserting the cause of popular 


thousandfold rather live under the domina- 
tion of the worst of England’s kings than 


under that of a lawless mob. Next, after 


serving a term as a member of the Colonial 
Legislature from Boston, Mr. Adams, find- 
ing his health affected by too great labor, 
retired to his native home at Braintree. 

The year 1774 soon arrived, with its fa- 
mous Boston * Tea Party,” the first open 
act of rebellion. Adams was sent to the 
Congress at Philadelphia; and when the 
Attorney-General announced that Great 
Britain had “determined on her system, 
and that her power to execute it was irre- 
sistible,’ Adams replied: “I know that 
Great Britain has determined on her sys- 
tem, and that very determination deter- 
mines me on mine. You know that I have 

een constant in my opposition to her 
measures. The die is now cast. I have 
passed the Rubicon. Sink or swim, live or 
die, with my country, is my unalterable 
determination.” The rumor beginning to 
prevail at Philadelphia that the Congress 
had independence in view, Adams foresaw 
that it was too soon to declare it openly. 
Fle advised every one to remain quiet in 
that respect; and as soon as it became ap- 
parent that he himself was for independ- 
ence, he was advised to hide himself, which 
he did. 

The next year the great Revolutionary 
war opened in earnest, and Mrs. Adams, 
residing near Boston, kept her husband ad- 
vised by letter of all the events transpiring 
in her vicinity. The battle of Bunker Hull 
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came on. Congress had to do something 
immediately. The first thing was to 


choose a commander-in-chief for the—we 
can’t say “army ”—the fighting men of the 
colonies. The New England delegation 
was almost unanimous in favor of appoint- 
ing General Ward, then at the head of the 
Massachusetts forces, but Mr. Adams urged 
the appointment of George Washington, 
then almost unknown outside of his own 
State. He was appointed without oppo- 
sition. Mr. Adams offered the resolution, 
which was adopted, annulling all the royal 
authority in the colonies. Having thus 
prepared the way, a few weeks later, viz., 
June 7, 1776, Richard Henry Lee, of Vir- 
ginia, whoa few months before had declared 
that the British Government would aban- 
don its oppressive measures, now offered 
the memorable resolution, seconded by 
Adams, “that these United States are, and 
of right ought to be, free and independent.” 
Jefferson, Adams, Franklin, Sherman and 
Livingston were then appointed a commit- 
tee to draught a declaration of independ- 
ence. Mr. Jefferson desired Mr. Adams 
to draw up the bold document, but the 
latter persuaded Mr. Jefferson to perform 
that responsible task. The Declaration 
drawn up, Mr. Adams became its foremost 
defender on the floor of Congress. It was 
signed by all the fifty-five members present, 
and the nest day Mr. Adams wrote to his 
wife how great a deed was done, and how 
proud he wasofit. Mr. Adams continued 
to be the leading man of Congress, and 
the leading advocate of American inde- 
pendence. Above all other Americans, 
he was considered by every one the prin- 
cipal shining mark for British vengeance. 
Thus circumstanced, he was appointed to 
the most dangerous task of crossing the 
ocean in winter, exposed to capture by the 
British, who knew of his mission, which 
was to visit Paris and solicit the co-opera- 
tion of the French. Besides, to take him- 
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self away from the country of which he 
was the most prominent defender, at that 
critical time, was an act of the greatest self- 
sacrifice. Sure enough, while crossing the 
sea, he had two very narrow escapes from 
capture; and the transit was otherwise a 
stormy and eventful one. During the 
summer of 1779 he returned home, but was 
immediately dispatched back to France, to 
be in readiness there to negotiate terms of 
peace and commerce with Great Britain as 
soon as the latter power was ready for such 
business. But as Dr. Franklin was more 
popular than heat the court of France, Mr. 
Adams repaired to Holland, where he was 
far more successful as a diplomatist. 

The treaty of peace between the United 
States and England was finally signed at 
Paris, January 21, 1783; and the re-action 
from so great excitement as Mr. Adams nad 
so long been experiencing threw him into 
a dangerous fever. Before he fully re- 
covered he was in London, whence he was 
dispatched again to Amsterdam to negoti- 
ate another loan. Coinpliance with this 
order undermined his physical constitution 
for life. 

In 1785 Mr. Adams was appointed envoy - 
to the court of St. James, to meet face to. 
face the very king who had regarded him 
as an arch traitor! Accordingly he re- 
paired thither, where he did actually meet 
and converse with George III! After a 
residence there for about three years, he 
obtained permission to return to America. 
While in London he wrote and published 
an able work, in three volumes, entitled: 
‘(A Defense of the American Constitution.” 

The Articles of Confederation proving 
inefficient, as Adams had prophesied, a 
carefully draughted Constitution was 
adopted in 1789, when George Washington 
was elected President of the new nation, 
and Adams Vice-President. Congress met 
for a time in New York, but was removed 
to Philadelphia for ten years, until suitable 
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SO RR caries ten mes 
buildings should be erected at the new 


capital in the District of Columbia. Mr. 
Adams then moved his family to Phila- 
delphia. Toward the close of his term of 
office the French Revolution culminated, 
when Adams and Washington rather 
sympathized with England, and Jefferson 
with France. The Presidential election of 
1796 resulted in giving Mr. Adams the first 
place by a small majority, and Mr. Jeffer- 
son the second place. 

Mr. Adams’s administration was consci- 
entious, patriotic and able. The period 
was a turbulent one, and even an archangel 
could not have reconciled the hostile par- 
ties. Partisanism with reference to Eng- 
land and France was bitter, and for four 
years Mr. Adams struggled through almost 
a constant tempest of assaults. In fact, he 
was not truly a popular man, and his cha- 
grin at not receiving a re-election was so 
great that he did not even remain at Phila- 
delphia to witness the inauguration of Mr. 
Jefferson, his successor. The friendly 
intimacy between these two men was 
interrupted for about thirteen years of their 
life. Adams finally made the first advances 
toward a restoration of their mutual friend- 
ship, which were gratefully accepted by 
Jefferson. 

Mr. Adams was glad of his opportunity 


to retire to private life, where he could rest | 


his mind and enjoy the comforts of home. 
By athousand bitter experiences he found 
the path of public duty a thorny one. For 
twenty-six years his service of the public 
was as arduous, self-sacrificing and devoted 
as ever fell tothe jot of man. In one im- 
portant sense he was as much the ‘ Father 
of his Country” as was Washington in 
another sense. During these long years of 
anxiety and toil, in which he was laying: 


broad and deep, the foundations of the 
@ 
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greatest nation the sun ever shone upon, he 
received from his impoverished country a 
meager support. The only privilege he 
carried with him into his retirement was 
that of franking his letters. 

Although taking no active part in public 
affairs, both himself and his son, John 
Quincy, nobly supported the policy of Mr. 
Jefferson in resisting the encroachments of 
England, who persisted in scarching 
American ships on the high seas and 
dragging from them any sailors that might 
be designated by any pert lieutenant as 
British subjects. Even for this noble sup- 
port Mr. Adams was maligned by thou- 
sands of bitter enemies! On this occasion, 
for the first time since his retirement, he 
broke silence and drew up a very able 
paper, exposing the atrocity of the British 
pretensions. . 

Mr. Adams outlived nearly all his family. 
Though his physical frame began to give 
way many years before his death, his mental 
powers retained their strength and vigor to 
the last. In his ninetieth year he was 
gladdened by the popular elevation of his 
son to the Presidential office, the highest in 
the gift of the people. Afew months more 
passed away and the 4th of July, 1826, 
arrived. The people, unaware of the near 
approach of the end of two great lives— 
that of Adams and Jeflerson—were making 
unusual preparations for a national holiday. 
Mr. Adams lay upon his couch, listening to 
the ringing of bells, the waftures of martial 
music and the roar of cannon, with silent 
emotion. Only four days before, he had 
given for a public toast, ‘ Independence 
forever.” About two o'clock in the after- 
noon he said, “And Jefferson still survives.” 
But he was mistaken by an hour or so; 
and ina few minutes he had breathed his 
last. 
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SHOMAS JEP? ER- 
son, the third Presi- 
dent of the United 
States, 1801-9, was 
born April 2, 1743, 
the eldest child of 
his parents, Peter 

and Jane (Randolph) Jef- 

ferson, near Charlottes- 


ear ee 


2» 
iis ville, Albemarle County, 
5 Virginia, upon the slopes 


Shy L of the Blue Ridge. 


12 he-was fourteen years of 

5S, age, his father died, leav- 

Ae ing a widow and eight 

GN 3 children. She wasa beau- 

r tiful and accomplished 

lady, a good letter-writer, with a fund of 


humor, and anadmirable housekeeper. His 
parents belonged tothe Church of England, 
and are said to be of Welch origin. But 
little is known of them, however. 
Thomas was naturally of a serious turn 
of mind, apt to learn, and a favorite at 
school, his choice studies being mathemat- 
ics and the classics. At the age of seven- 
teen he entered William and Mary College, 
in an advanced class, and lived in rather an 
expensive style, consequently being much 
caressed by gay society. That he was not 
ruined, is proot of his stamina of character. 
- But during his second year he discarded 
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society, his horses and even his favorite 
violin, and devoted thenceforward fifteen 
hours a day to hard study, becoming ex- 
traordinarily proficient in Latin and Greek 
authors. 

On leaving college, before he was twenty- 
one, he commenced the study of law, and 
pursued it diligently until he was well 
qualified for practice, upon which he 
entered in 1767. By this time he was also 
versed in French, Spanish, Italian and An- 
glo-Saxon, and in the criticism of the fine 
arts. Being very polite and polished in his 


' manners, he’won the friendship of all whom 


he met. Though able with his pen, he was 
not fluent in public speech. 

In 1769 he was chosen a member of. the 
Virginia Legislature, and was the largest 
slave-holding member of that body. He 
introduced a bill empowering slave-holders 
to manumit their slaves, but it was rejected 
by an overwhelming vote. 

In 1770 Mr. Jefferson met with a great 
loss; his house at Shadwell was burned, 
and his valuable library of 2,000 volumes 
was consumed. But he was wealthy 
enough to replace the most of it, as from 
his 5,000 acres tilled by slaves and his 
practice at the bar his income amounted to 
about $5,000 a year. 

In 1772 he married Mrs. Martha Skelton, 
a beautiful, wealthy and accomplished 
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young widow, who owned 40,000 acres of 
land and 130 slaves; yet he labored assidu- 
ously for the abolition of slavery. For his 
new home he selected a majestic rise of 
jand upon his large estate at Shadwell, 
called Monticello, whereon he erected a 
mansion of modest yet elegant architecture. 
Here he lived in luxury, indulging his taste 
in magnilicent, high-blooded horses. 

At this period the British Government 
gradually became more insolent and op- 
pressive toward the American colonies, 
and Mr. Jefferson was ever one of the most 
foremost to resist itsencroachments. From 
time to time he drew up resolutions of re- 
inonstrance, which were finally adopted, 
thus proving his ability as a statesman and 
as aleadcr. By the year 1774 he became 
qutte busy, both with voice and pen, in de- 
fending the right of the colonies to defend 
themselves. His pamphlet, entitled: “A 
Summary View of the Rights of British 
America,” attracted much attentionin Eng- 
land. The following year he, in company 
with George Washington, served as an ex- 
ecutive committee in measures to defend 
by arms the State of Virginia. As a Mem- 
ber of the Congress, he was not a speech- 
maker, yet in conversation and upon 
committees he was so frank and decisive 
that he always made a favorable impression. 
But as late as the autumn of 1775 he re- 
mained in hopes of reconciliation with the 
parent country. | 


At length, however, the hourarrived for 
draughting the “ Declaration of Indepen- | 


dence,” and this responsible task was de- 
volved upon Jefferson. Franklin, and 
Adams suggested a few verbal corrections 
before it was submitted to Congress, which 
was June 28, 1776, only six days before it 
was adopted. During the three days of 
the fiery ordeal of criticism through which 
it passed in Congress, Mr. Jefferson opened 
not his lips. John Adams was the main 
champion of the Declaration on the floor 


_ sion was in possession of the enemy ! 


| he never would recover! 
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of Congress. The signing of this document 
was one of the most solemn and momentous 
occasions ever attended to by man. Prayer 
and silence reigned throughout the hall, 
and each signer realized that if American 
independence was not finally sustained by 
arms he was doomed to the scaffold. 

After the colonies became independent 
States, Jefferson resigned fora time his seat 
in Congress in order to aid in organizing 
the government of Virginia, of which State 
he was chosen Governor in 1779, when he 
was thirty-six years of age. At this time 
the British had possession of Georgia and 
were invading South Carolina, and at one 
time a British officer, Tarleton, sent a 
secret expedition to Monticello to capture 
the Governor. Five minutes after Mr. 
Jefferson escaped with his family, his man- 
The 
British troops also destroyed his valuable 
plantation on the James River. “ Had they 
carried off the slaves,’’ said Jefferson, with 
characteristic magnanimity, “to give them 
freedom, they would have done right.” 

The year 1781 was a gloomy one for the 
Virginia Governor. While confined to his 
secluded home in the forest by a sick and 
dying wife, a party arose against him 
throughout the State, severely criticising 
his course as Governor. Being very sensi- 
tive to reproach, this touched him to the 
quick, and the heap of troubles then sur- 
rounding him nearly crushed him. He re- 
solved, in despair, to retire from public life 
for the rest of his days. For weeks Mr. 
Jefferson sat lovingly, but with a crushed 
heart, at the bedside of his sick wife, during 
which time unfeeling letters were sent to 
him, accusing him of weakness and unfaith- 
fulness to duty. <All this, after he had lost 
so much property and at the same time 
done so much for his country! After her 
death he actually fainted away, and ere- 
mained so long insensible that it was feared 
Several weeks 
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passed before he could fully recover his 
equilibrium. He was never married a 
second time. 

In the spring of 1782 the people of Eng- 
land compelled their king to make to the 
Americans overtures of peace, and in No- 
vember following, Mr. Jetferson was reap- 
pointed by Congress, unanimously and 
without a single adverse remark, minister 
plenipotentiary to negotiate a treaty. 

In March, 1784, Mr. Jefferson was ap- 
pointed on a committee to draught a plan 
for the government of the Northwestern 
Territory. His slavyery-prohibition clause 
in that plan was stricken out by the pro- 


slavery majority of the committee; but amid | 


all the controversies and wrangles of poli- 
ticians, he made it a rule never to contra- 
dict anybody or engage in any discussion 
as a debater. 

In company with Mr. Adams and Dr. 
Franklin, Mr. Jefferson was appointed in 
May, 1784, to act as minister plenipotentiary 
in the negotiation of treaties of commerce 
with foreign nations. Accordingly, he went 
to Paris and satisfactorily accomplished his 
mission. The suavity and high bearing of 
his manner made all the French his friends; 
and even Mrs. Adams at one time wrote 
to her sister that he was “the chosen 
of the earth.” But all the honors that 
he received, both at home and abroad, 
seemed to make no change in the simplicity 
of his republican tastes. On his return to 
America, he found two parties respecting 
the foreign commercial policy, Mr. Adams 
sympathizing with that in favor of England 
and himself favoring France, 

On the inauguration of General Wash- 
ington as President, Mr. Jefferson was 
chosen by him for the office of Secretary of 
State. At this time the rising storm of the 
French Revolution became visible, and 
Washington watched it with great anxiety. 
His cabinet was divided in their views of 
constitutional government as well as re- 
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garding the issues in France. General 
Hamilton, Secretary of the Treasury, was 
the leader of the so-called Federal party, 
while Mr. Jefferson was the leader of the 
Republican party. At thesame time there 
was a strong monarchical party in this 
country, with which Mr. Adams sympa. 
thized. Some important financial measures, 
which were proposed by Hamilton and 
finally adopted by the cabinet and approved 
by Washington, were opposed by Mr. 
Jefferson; and his enemies then began to 
reproach him with holding office under an 
administration whose views he opposed. 
The President poured’ oil on the troubled 
waters. On his re-election to the Presi- 
dency he desired Mr. Jefferson to remain 
in the cabinet, but the latter sent in his 
resignation at two different times, probably 
because he was dissatished with some of 
the measures of the Government. His 
final one was not received until January 1, 
1794, when General Washington parted 
from him with great regret. 

Jefferson then retired to his quiet home 
at Monticello, to enjoy a good rest, not even 
reading the newspapers lest the political 
gossip should disquiet him. On the Presi- 
dent’s again calling him back to the office 
of Secretary of State, he replied that no 
circumstances would ever again tempt him 
to engage in anything public! But, while 
all Lkurope was ablaze with war, and France 
inthe throes of a bloody revolution and the 
principal theater of the conflict, a new 
Presidential election in this country came 
on. John Adams was the Federal candi-. 
date and Mr. Jefferson became the Republi- 
can candidate. The result of the election 
was the promotion of the latter to the Vice- 
Presidency, while the former was chosen 
President. In this contest Mr. Jefferson 
really did not desire to have either office, 
he was “so weary” of party strife. He 
loved the retirement of home more than 
any other place on the earth. 
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But for four long years his Vice-Presi- 
dency passed joylessly away, while the 
partisan strife between Federalist and Re- 
publican was ever growing hotter. The 
former party split and the result of the 
fourth general election was the elevation of 
Mr. Jefferson to the Presidency! with 
Aaron Burr as Vice-President. These men 
being at the head of a growing party, their 
election was hailed everywhere with joy. 
On the other hand, many of the Federalists 
turned pale, as they believed what a portion 
of the pulpit and the press had been preach- 
ing—that Jefferson was a “ scoffing atheist,” 
a “Jacobin,” the “incarnation of all evil,” 
‘breathing threatening and slaughter!” 

Mr. Jefferson’s inaugural address con- 
tained nothing but the noblest sentiments, 
expressed in fine language, and his personal 
behavior afterward exhibited the extreme 
of American, democratic simplicity. His 
disgust of European court etiquette grew 
upon him with age. He believed that 
General Washington was somewhat dis- 
trustful of the ultimate success of a popular 
Government, and that, imbued with a little 
admiration of the forms of a monarchical 
Government, he had instituted levees, birth- 
days, pompous meetings with Congress, 
etc. Jefferson was always polite, even to 
slaves every where he met them, and carried 
in his countenance the indications of an ac- 
commodating disposition. 

The political principles of the Jeffersoni- 
an party now swept the country, and Mr. 
Jefferson himself swayed an influence which 
was never exceeded even by Washington. 
Under his administration, in 1803, the Lou- 
isiana purchase was made, for $15,000,000, 
the “ Louisiana Territory ” purchased com- 
prising all the land west of the Mississippi 
to the Pacific Ocean. 

The year 1804 witnessed another severe 
loss in his family. His highly accomplished 
and most beloved daughter Maria sickened 
and died, causing as great grief in the 
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stricken parent as it was possible for him to 
survive with any degree of sanity. 

The same year he was re-elected to the 
Presidency, with George Clinton as Vice- 
President. During his second term our 
relations with England became more com. 
plicated, and on June 22, 1807, near Hamp- 
ton Roads, the United States frigate 
Chesapeake was fired upon by the Brit- 
ish man-of-war Leopard, and was made 
to surrender. Three men were killed and 
ten wounded. Jefferson demanded repara- 
tion. England grew insolent. It became 
evident that war was determined upon by 
the latter power. More than 1,200 Ameri- 
cans were forced into the British service 
upon the highseas. Before any satisfactory 
solution was reached, Mr. Jefferson’s 
Presidential term closed. Amid all these 
public excitements he thought constantly 
of the welfare of his family, and longed 
for the time when he could return home 
to remain. There, at Monticello, his sub- 
sequent life was very similar to that of 
Washington at Mt. Vernon. His _hospi- 
tality toward his numerous friends, indul- 
gence of his slaves, and misfortunes to his 
property, etc., finally involved him in debt. 
For years his home resembled a fashion- 
able watering-place. During the summer, 
thirty-seven house servants were required! 
[t was presided over by his daughter, Mrs. 
Randolph. 

Mr. Jefferson did much for the establish- 
ment of the University at Charlottesville, 
making it unsectarian, in keeping with the 
spirit of American institutions, but poverty 
and the feebleness of old age prevented 
him from doing what he would. [le even 
went so far as to petition the Legislature 
for permission to dispose of some of his 
possessions by lottery, in order to raise the 
necessary funds for home expenses. It was 
granted; but before the plan was carried 
out, Mr. Jefferson died, July 4, 1826, at 
12:50 I’. M. 
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“AMES MADISON, the 
fourth President of the 
United States, 1809-’17, 
was born at Port Con- 
way, #Prince, George 
County, Virginia, March 
Mose lirs tatieer 
Colonel James Madison, was 
a wealthy planter, residing 
upon a very fine estate 
called “ Montpelier,” only 
twenty-five miles from the 
home of Thomas Jefferson 
at Monticello. The closest 
personal and political at- 
tachment existed between 
these illustrious men from their early youth 
until death. 

James was the eldest of a family of seven 
children, four sons and three daughters, all 
of whom attained maturity. His early edu- 
cation was conducted mostly at home, 
under a private tutor. Being naturally in- 
tellectual in his tastes, he consecrated him- 
self with unusual vigor to study. Ata very 
early age he made considerable proficiency 
in the Greek, Latin, French and Spanish 
languages. In 1769 he entered Princeton 
College, New Jersey, of which the illus- 
trious Dr. Weatherspoon was then Presi- 
dent. He graduated in 1771, with a char- 
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acter of the utmost purity, and a mind 
highly disciplined and stored with all the 
learning which embellished and gave eff- 
ciency to his subsequent career. After 
graduating he pursued a course of reading 
for several months, under the guidance of 
President Weatherspoon, and in 1772 re- 
turned to Virginia, where he continued in 
incessant study for two years, nominally 
directed to the law, but really including 
extended researches in theology, philoso- 
phy and general literature. : 

The Church of England was the estab- 
lished church in Virginia, invested with all 
the prerogatives and immunities which it 
enjoyed in the fatherland, and other de- 
nominations labored under serious disabili- 
ties, the enforcement of which was rightly 
or wrongly characterized by them as per- 
secution. Madison took a prominent stand 
in behalf of the removal of all disabilities, 
repeatedly appeared in the court of his own 
county to defend the Baptist nonconform- 
ists, and was elected from Orange County to 
the Virginia Convention in the spring of 
1766, w hen he signalized the beginning of 
his public career ‘by procuring the passage 
of an amendment to the Declaration of 
Rights as prepared by George Mason, sub- 
stituting for “ toleration” a more emphatic 
assertion of religious liberty. 
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In 1776 he was elected a member of the 
Virginia Convention to frame the Constitu- 
tion of the State. Like Jefferson, he took 
but litthe part in the public debates. His 
main strength lay in his conversational in- 
fluence and inhis pen. In November, 1777, 
he was chosen a member of the Council of 
State, and in March, 1780, took his seat in 
the Continental Congress, where he first 
gained prominence through his energetic 
opposition to the issue of paper money by 
the States. He continued in Congress three 
years, one of its most active and influential 
members. ; 

In 1784 Mr. Madison was elected a mem- 
ber of the Virginia Legislature. He ren- 
dered important service by promoting and 
participating in that revision of the statutes 
which effectually abolished the remnants of 
the feudal system subsistent up to that 
time in the form of entails, primogeniture, 


Church; and his “ Memorial and Remon- 


strance” against a general assessment for | 


the support of religion is one of the ablest 
papers which emanated from his pen. it 
settled the question of the entire separation 
of church and State in Virginia. 

Mr. Jefferson says of him, in allusion to 
the study and experience through which he 
had already passed : 

“ Trained in thesé successive schools, he 
acquired a habit of self-possession which 
placed at ready command thé rich resources 
of his luminous and discriminating mind and 
of his extensive } ‘ormation, and rendered 
him the first of every assembly of which he 
afterward became a member. 


tion, but pursuing it closely in language 
pure, classical and copious, soothing al- 
ways the feelings of his adversaries by civili- 
ties and softness of expression, he rose to the 
e:nient station which he held in the great 
‘ional Convention of 1787; and in that of 
Virginia, which followed, he sustained the 
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Never wan- | 
dering from his subject into vain declama-_ 


CH a9 


new Constitution in all its parts, bearing off 
the palm against the logic of George Mason 
and the fervid declamation of Patrick 
Henry. With these consummate powers 
were united a pure and spotless virtue 
which no calumny has ever attempted to 
sully. Of the power and polish of his pen, 
and of the wisdom of his administration in 
the highest office of the nation, I need say 
nothing. They have spoken, and will for. 
ever speak, for themselves.” 

In January, 1786, Mr. Madison took the 
initiative in proposing a meeting of State 
Commissioners to devise measures for more 
satisfactory commercial relations between 
the States. A meeting was held at An- 
napolis to discuss this subject, and but five 
States were represented. The convention 
issued another call, drawn up by Mr. Madi- 
son, urging all the States to send their dele- 


' gates to Philadelphia, in May, 1787, to 
and State support given the Anglican | 


draught a Constitution for the United 
States. The delegates met at the time ap- 
pointed, every State except Rhode Island 
being represented. George Washington 
was chosen president of the convention, 
and the present Constitution of the United 
States was then and there formed. There 
was no mind and no pen more active in 
framing this immortal document than the 
mind and pen of James Madison. He was, 
perhaps, its ablest advocate in the pages of 
the Federalist. 

Mr. Madison was a member of the first 
four Congresses, 1789-’97, in which he main- 
tained a moderate opposition to Hamilton’s 
financial policy. He declined the mission 
to France and the Secretaryship of State, 
and, gradually identifying himself with the 
Republican party, became from 1792 its 
avowed leader. In 1796 he was its choice 
for the Presidency as. successor to Wash- 
ington. Mr. Jefferson wrote: “There is 
not another person in the United States 
with whom, being placed. at the helm of our 
affairs, my mid would be so completely at 
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rest for the fortune of our political bark.” 
But Mr. Madison declined to be a candi- 
date. His term in Congress had expired, 
and he returned from New York to his 
beautiful retreat at Montpelier. 

In 1794 Mr. Madison married a young 
widow of remarkable powers of fascination 
—Mrs. Todd. Her maiden name was Doro- 
thy Paine. She was born in 1767, in Vir- 
ginia, of Quaker parents, and had been 
educated in the strictest rules of that sect. 
When but eighteen years of age she married 
a young lawyer and moved to Philadelphia, 
where she was introduced to brilliant scenes 
of fashionable life. She speedily laid aside 
the dress and address of the Quakeress, and 
became one of the most fascinating ladies 
of the republican court. In New York, 
_ after the death of her husband, she was the 
belle of the season and was surrounded with 
admirers.. Mr. Madison won the prize. 
She proved an invaluable helpmate. In 
Washington she was the life of society. 
If there was any diffident, timid young 
girl just making her appearance, she 
found in Mrs. Madison an encouraging 
friend. 

During the stormy administration of John 
Adams Madison remained in private life, 
but was the author of the celebrated ‘“ Reso- 
lutions of 1798,” adopted by the Virginia 
Legislature, in condemnation of the Alien 
and Sedition laws, as well as of the “report” 
in which he defended those resolutions, 
which is, by many, considered his ablest 
State paper. : 

The storm passed away; the Alien and 
Sedition laws were repeated, John Adams 
lost his re-election, and in 1801 Thomas Jef- 
ferson was chosen President. The great re- 
action in public.sentiment which seated 
Jefferson in the presidential chair was large- 
ly owing to the writings of Madison, who 
Was consequently well entitled to the post 
of Secretary of State. With great ability 
he discharged the duties of this responsible 
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office during the eight years of Mr. Jeffer- 
son’s administration. 

As Mr. Jefferson was a widower, and 
neither of his daughters could be often with 
him, Mrs. Madison usually presided over 
the festivities of the White House; and as 
her husband succeeded Mr. Jetferson, hold- 
ing his office for two terms, this remarkable 
woman was the mistress of the presidential 
mansion for sixteen years. 

Mr. Madison being entirely engrossed by 
the cares of his office, all the duties of so- 
cial life devolved upon his accomplished 
wife. Never were such responsibilities 
more ably discharged. The most bitter 
foes of her husband and of the administra- 
tion were received with the frankly prof- 
fered hand and the cordial smile of wel- 
come; and the influence of this gentle 
woman in allaying the bitterness of party 
rancor became a great and salutary power 
in the nation. 

As the term of Mr. Jefferson’s Presidency 
drew near its close, party strife was roused 
to the utmost to elect hissuccessor. It was, 
a death-grapple between the two great 
parties, the Federal and Republican. Mr.. 
Madison was chosen President by an elec- 
toral vote of 122 to 53, and was inaugurated 
March 4, 1809, at a critical period, when 
the relations of the United States with Great 
Britain were becoming embittered, and his 
first term was passed in diplomatic quarrels, 
aggravated by the act of non-intercourse of 
May, 181o, and finally resulting in a decla- 
ration of war. 

On the 18th of June, 1812, President 
Madison gave his approval to an act of 
Congress declaring war against Great Brit- 
ain. Notwithstanding the bitter hostility 
of the Federal party to the war, the country 
in general approved; and in‘the autumn 
Madison was re-elected to the Presidency 
by 128 electoral votes to 89 in favor cf 
George Clinton. 

March 4, 1817, Madison yielded the Presi- 
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dency to his Secretary of State and inti- 
mate friend, James Monroe, and retired to 
nis ancestral estate at Montpelier, where he 

assed the evening of his days surrounded 
by attached friends and enjoying the 
merited respect of the whole nation. He 
took pleasure in promoting agriculture, as 
president of the county society, and in 
watching the development of the University 
of Virginia, of which he was long rector and 
visitor. In extreme old age he sat in 1829 
asa member of the convention called to re- 
form the Virginia Constitution, where his 
appearance was hailed with the most gen- 
uine interest anc satisfaction, though he 
was too infirm to participate in the active 
‘work of revision. Small in stature, slender 
and delicate in form, with a countenance 
full of intelligence, and expressive alike of 
mildness and dignity, he attracted the atten- 
tion of all who attended the convention, 
and was treated with the utmost deference. 
He seldom addressed the assembly, though 
he always appeared self-possessed, and 
watched with unflagging interest the prog- 
ress of every measure. 
vention sat sixteen weeks, he spoke only 
twice; but when he did speak, the whole 
house paused to listen. His voice was 
feeble though his enunciation was very dis- 
tinct. Oneof the reporters, Mr. Stansbury, 
relates the following anecdote of Mr. Madi- 
son’s last speech: 

“The next day, as there was a great call 
for it, and the report had not been returned 
for publication, I sent my son with a re- 
spectful note, requesting the manuscript. 
My son was a lad of sixteen, whom I had 
taken with me to act as amanuensis. On 


delivering my note, he was received with | 


the utmost politeness, and requested to 
come up into Mr. Madison’s room and wait 
while his eye ran over the paper, as com. 
pany had prevented his attending to it. He 
did so, and Mr. Madison sat down to correct 


the report. The lad stood near him so that 
3 


Though the con- , 
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his eye fell on the paper. Coming to a 
certain sentence in the speech, Mr. Madison 
erased a word and substituted another ; but 
hesitated, and not feeling satisfied with the 
second word, drew his pen through it also. 
My son was young, ignorant of the world, 
and unconscious of the solecism of which he 
was about to be guilty, when, in all simplic- 
ity, he suggested a word. Probably no 
other person then living would have taken 
such a liberty. But the sage, instead of 
regarding such an intrusion with a frown, 
raised his eyes to the boy’s face with a 
pleased surprise, and said, ‘ Thank you, sir ; 
it is the very word,’ and immediately in- 
serted it. I saw him the next day, and he 
mentioned the circumstance, with a compli- 
ment on the young critic.” ( 

Mr. Madison died at Montpelier, June 28, 
1836, at the advanced age of eighty-five. 
While not possessing the highest order of 
talent, and deficient in oratorical powers, 
he was pre-eminently a statesman, of a well- 
balanced mind. His attainments were solid, 
his knowledge copious, his judgment gener- 
ally sound, his powers of analysis and logi- 
cal statement rarely surpassed, his language 
and literary style correct and polished, his 
conversation witty, his temperament san- 
guine and trustful, his integrity unques- 
tioned, his manners simple, courteous and 
winning. By these rare qualities he con- 
ciliated the esteem not only of friends, but 
of political opponents, in a greater degree 
than any American statesman in the present 
century. 

Mrs. Madison survived her husband thir- 
teen years, and died July 12, 1849, in the 
eighty-second year of herage. She was one 
of the most remarkable women our coun- 
try has produced. Even now she is ad- 
miringly remembered in Washington as 
“Dolly Madison,” and it is fitting that her 
memory should descend to posterity in 
company with thatof the Companion of 
her life. 
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* AME 2S MONROE, the fifth 
President of the United 
States, 1817-25, was born 
in Westmoreland County 
Virginia, April 28, 17 58 
He was a son of ce i 
Monroe, and a descendant 
of a Scottish cavalier fam- 
ily. Like all his predeces- 
sors thus far in the Presi- 
dential chair, he enjoyed all 
the -advantages of educa- 
tion which the country 
could thenafford. He was 
early sent to a fine classical 

school, and at the age of six- 
teen entered William and Mary Ceollege.. 
In 1776, when he had been in college but 
two years, the Declaration of Independence 
was adopted, and our feeble militia, with- 
out arms, amunition or clothing, were strug- 
gling against the trained armies of England. 
James Monroe left college, hastened to 
General Washington's headquarters at New 
York and enrolled himself as a cadet in the. 
army. 

At Trenton Lieutenant Monroe so dis- 
tinguished himself, receiving a wound in his 
shoulder, that he was promoted to a Cap- 
taincy.. Upon recovering from his wound, 
he was invited to act as aide to Lord Ster- 
ling, and in that capacity he took an active 
part in the battles of Brandywine, Ger- 
mantownand Monmouth. At Germantown 
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he stood by the side of Lafayette when the 
French Marquis received his wound. Gen- 
eral Washington,. who had formed a high 
idea of young Monroe’s ability, sent him to 
Virginia to raise anew regiment, of which . 
he was to be Colonel; but so exhausted was 
Virginia at that time that the effort proved 
unsuccessful. He, however, received his 
commission. 

Finding no opportunity to enter the army 
as acommissioned officer, he returned to his 
original plan of studying law, and entered 
the office of Thomas Jefferson, who was 
then Governor of Virginia. He developed 
a very noble character, frank, manly and 
sincere. Mr. Jefferson said of him: 

“James Monroe is so perfeetly honest 
that if his soul were turned inside out there 
would not be found a spot on it.” 

In 1782 he was elected to the Assembly 
of Virginia, and was also appointed a mem- 
ber of the Executive Council. The next 
year he was chosen delegate to the Conti- 
nental Congress for a term of three years. 
He was present at Annapolis when Wash- 
ington surrendered his commission of Com- 
mander-in-chief. 

With Washington, Jeffersonand Madison 
he felt deeply the inefficiency of the old 
Articles of Confederation, and urged the 
formation of a new Constitution, which 
should invest the Central Government with 
something like national power. Influenced 
by these views, he introduced a resolution 
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that Congress should be empowered to | 


regulate trade, and to lay an impost duty 
of five per cent. The resolution was refer- 
red toa committee of which he was_chair- 
man. The report and the discussion which 
rose upon it led to the convention of five 
States at Annapolis, and the consequent 
general convention at Philadelphia, which, 
in 1787, drafted the Constitution of the 
United States. 

At this time there was a controversy be- 
tween New York and Massachusetts in 
reference to their boundaries. The high 
esteem in which Colonel Monroe was held 
is indicated by the fact that he was ap- 
pointed one of the judges to decide the 
controversy. Whilein New York attend- 
ing Congress, he married Miss Kortright, 
a young lady distinguished alike for her 
beauty and accomplishments. For nearly 
fifty years this happy union remained un- 
broken. In London and in Paris, as in her 


own country, Mrs. Monroe won admiration 


and affection by the loveliness of her per- 
son, the brilliancy of her intellect, and the 
‘amiability of her character. 

Returning to Virginia, Colonel Masini 
Samrsanseai the practice of law at Freder- 
icksburg. He was very soon elected toa 
seat in the State Legislature, and the next 
year he waschosen a member of the Vir- 
ginia convention which was assembled to 
decide upon the acceptance or rejection of 


the Constitution which had been drawn up | 


at Philadelphia, and was now submitted 
to the several States. Deeply as he felt 
the imperfections of the old Confederacy, 
he was opposed to the new Constitution, 


thinking, with many others of the Republi- | 


can party, that it gave too much power to 
the Central Government, and not cnough 
to the individual States. 

In 1789 he became a member of the 
United States Senate, which office he held 
acceptably to his constituents, and with 
honor to himself for four years. 
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Having opposed the Constitution as not 
leaving enough powver with the States, he, 
of course, became more and more identi- 
fied with the Republican party. Thus he 
found himself in cordial co-operation with 
Jefferson and Madison. The great Repub- 
lican party became the dominant power 
which ruled the land. 

George Washington was then President. 
England had espoused the cause of the 
Bourbons against the principles of the 
French Revolution. President Washing- 
ton issucd a proclamation of neutrality be- 
tween these contending powers. France 


_had helped us in the strugele for our lib- 


erties. All ihe despatisme. of Europe were 
now combined to prevent the French 
from escaping from tyranny a thousandfold 
worse than that which we had endured. 
Colonel Monroe, more magnanimous than 
prudent, was anxious that we should help 
our old allies in their extremity. He vio- 
lently opposed the President’s _ procla- 
mation as ungrateful. and wanting in 
magnanimity. 

Washington, who could appreciate such 
a character, developed his calm, serene, 
almost divine greatness by appointing that 
very James Monroe, who was denouncing 
the policy of the Government, as the Minis- 
ter of that Government to the republic of 
France. He was directed by Washington 
to express to the French people our warm- 
est sympathy, communicating to them cor- 
responding resolves approved by the Pres- 
ident, and adopted by both houses of 
Congress. 

Mr. Monroe was welcomed by the Na- _ 
tional Convention in France with the most 
enthusiastic demonstrations of respect and 
affection. He was publicly introduced to 
that body, and received the embrace of the 
President, Merlin de Douay, after having 
been addressed ina speech glowing with 
congratulations, and with expressions of 
desire that harmony might ever exist be- 
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tween the two nations. The flags of the 
two republics were intertwined in the hall 
of the convention. Mr. Monroe presented 
the American colors, and received those of 
France in return. The course which he 
pursued in Paris was so annoying to Eng- 
land. and to the friends of England in 
this country that, near the close of Wash- 
ington’s administration, Mr. Monroe, was 
recalled. 

After his return Colonel Monroe wrotea 
book of 400 pages, entitled “ A View of the 
Conduct of the Executive in Foreign Af- 
fairs.” In this work he very ably advo- 
cated his side of the question; but, with 
the magnanimity of the man, he recorded a 
warm tribute to the patriotism, ability and 
spotless integrity of John Jay, between 
whom and himself there was intense antag- 
onism; and in subsequent years he ex- 
pressed in warmest terms his perfect 
veneration for the character of George 
Washington. 

Shortly after his return to this country 
Colonel Monroe was elected Governor of 
Virginia, and held that office for three 
years, the period limited by the Constitu- 
tion. In 1802 he was an Envoy to France, 
and to Spain in 1805, and was Minister to 
England in 1803. In 1806 he returned to 
his quiet home in Virginia, and with his 
wife and children and an ample competence 
from his paternal estate, enjoyed a few years 
of domestic repose. 

In 1809 Mr. Jefferson’s second term of 
office expired, and many of the Republican 
party were anxious to nominate James 
Monroe as his successor. The majority 
were in favor of Mr. Madison. Mr. Mon- 
roe withdrew his name and was soon after 
chosen a second time Governor of Virginia. 
He soon resigned that office to accept the 
position of Sccretary of State, offered him 
by President Madison. The correspond- 
ence which he then carried on with the 
British Government demonstrated that 
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there was no hope of any peaceful adjust- 
ment of our difficulties with the cabinet of 
St. James. War was consequently declared 
in June, 1812. Immediately after the sack 
of Washington the Secretary of War re. 
signed, and Mr. Monroe, at the earnest 
request of Mr. Madison, assumed the ad- 
ditional duties of the War Department, 
without resigning his position as Secretary 
of State. It has been confidently stated, 
that, had Mr. Monroe’s energies been in the 
War Department a few months earlier, the 
disaster at Washington would not have 
occurred. 

The duties now devolving upon Mr. Mon- 
roe were extremely arduous. Ten thou- 
sand men, picked from the veteran armies 
of England, were sent with a powerful fleet 
to New Orleans to acquire possession of 
the mouths of the Mississippi. Our finan- 
ces were in the most deplorable condition. 
The treasury was exhausted and our credit 
gone. And yet it was necessary to make 
the most rigorous preparations to meet the 
foe. Inthis crisis James Monroe, the Sec- 
retary of War, with virtue unsurpassed in 
Greek or Roman story, stepped forward 
and pledged his own individual credit as 
subsidiary to that of the nation, and thus 
succeeded in placing the city of New Or- 
leans in such a posture of defense, that it 
was enabled successfully to repel the in- 
vader. 

Mr. Monroe was truly the armor-bearer 
of President Madison, and the most efficient 
business man in his cabinet. His energy 
in the double capacity of Secretary, both 
of State and War, pervaded all the depart- 
ments of the country. He proposed to - 
increase the army to 100,000 men, a meas- 
ure which he deemed absolutely necessary 
to save us from ignominious defeat, but 
which, at the same time, he knew would 
render his name so unpopular as to preclude 
the possibility of his being a successful can- 
didate for the Presidency. 
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The happy result of the conference at 
Ghent in securing peace rendered, the in- 
crease of the army unnecessary; but it is not 
too much to say that James Monroe placed 
in the hands of Andrew Jackson the 
weapon with which to beat off the foe at 
New Orleans. Upon the return of peace 
Mr. 


of Secretary of State. 
to discharge until the close of President 
Madison’s administration, with zeal which 
was never abated, and with an ardor of 
self-devotion which made him almost for- 
getful of the claims of fortune, health or 
life. 

Mr. Madison’s second term expired in 
March, 1817, and Mr. Monroe succeeded 
to the Presidency. He was a candidate of 
the Republican party, now taking the name 
of the Democratic Republican. hii 1821 he 
was re-elected, with scarcely any opposition. 
Out of 232 electoral votes, he received 231. 
The slavery question, which subsequently 
assumed such formidable dimensions, now 
began to make its appearance. 
of Missouri, which had been carved out of 
that immense territory which we had pur- 
chased of France, applied for admission to 
the Union, with a slavery Constitution. 
There were not a few who foresaw the 
evils impending. After the debate of a 
week it was decided that Missouri could 
not be admitted into the Union with slav- 
ery. Thisimportant question was at length 
settled by a compromise proposed by 
Henry Clay. 

The famous “Monroe Doctrine,” 
so much has been said, 
way: In. 1823 it was rumored that. the 
Holy Alliance was about to interfere to 
prevent the establishment of Republican 
liberty in the European colonies of South 
America. President Monroe wrote to his 
old friend Thomas Jefferson for advice in 
the emergency. 
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October 24, Mr. Jefferson writes upon the 
supposition that our attempt to resist this 
European movement might lead to war: 
“Tts object is to introduce and establish 
the American system of keeping out of our 


_ land allforeign powers; of never permitting 


those of Europe to intermeddle with the 
affairs of our nation. It is to maintain our 
own principle, not to depart from it.” 

December 2, 1823, President Monroe 
sent a message to Congress, declaring it to 
be the policy of this Government not to 
entangle ourselves with the broils of Eu- 
rope, and not to allow Europe to interfere 
with the affairs of nations on thé American 
continent; and the doctrine was announced, 
that any attempt on the part of the Euro- 
pean powers “to extend their system to 
any portion of this hemisphere would be 
regarded by the United States as danger- 
ous to our peace and safety.” 

March 4, 1825, Mr. Monroe surrendered 
the presidential chair to his Secretary of 
State, John Quincy Adams, and retired, 
with the universal respect of the nation, 
to his private residence at Oak Hill, Lou- 
doun County, Virginia. His time had been 
so entirely consecrated to his country, that 
he had neglected his pecuniary, interests, 
and was deeply involved in debt. The 
welfare of his country had ever been up- 
permost in his mind. 

For many years Mrs. Monroe was in such 
feeble health that she rarely appeared in 
public. In 1830 Mr. Monroe took up his 
residence with his son-in-law in New York, 
where he died on the 4th of July, 1831. 
The citizens of New York conducted his 
obsequies with pageants more imposing: 
than had ever been witnessed there before. 
Our country will ever cherish his mem- 
ory with pride, gratefully enrolling his 
name in the list of its benefactors, pronounc. 
ing him the worthy successor of the illus- 
trious men who had preceded him in the 


In his reply under date of | presidential chair. 
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af"OHN QUINCY ADAMS, 
the sixth President of the 
United States, 1825~-’9, 
was born in the rural 
home of his honored 
father, John Adams, in 
Quincy, Massachusetts, 
July 11,1767. His mother, 
a woman of exalted worth, 
watched over his childhood 
during the almost constant 
absence of his father. He 
commenced his education 
at the village school, giving 
at an early period indica- 
tions of superior mental en- 


dowments. 

When eleven years of age he sailed with 
his father for Europe, where the latter was 
associated with Franklin and Lee as Minister 
Plenipotentiary. The intelligence of John 
Ouincy attracted the attention of these men 
and received from them flattermg marks of 
attention, Mr. Adams had scarcely returned 
to this country in 1779 ere he was again 
sent abroad, and John Quincy again accom- 
panied him. On this voyage he commenced 
a diary, which practice he continued, with 
but few interruptions, until his death. He 
journeyed with his father from Ferrol, in 
Spain, to Paris. Here he applied himself 
for six months to study; then accompanied 
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his father to Holland, where he entered, 
first a school in Amsterdam, and then the 
University of Leyden. In178t, when only 
fourteen years of age, he was selected by 
Mr. Dana, our Minister to the Russian 
court, as his private secretary. In this 
school of incessant labor he spent fourteen 
months, and then returned alone to Holland 
through Sweden, Denmark , Hamburg and 
Bremen. Again he rBitasd his studies. 
under a private tutor, at The Hague. 

In the spring of 1782 he accompanied his 
father to Paris, forming acquaintance with 
the most distinguished men on the Conti- 
nent. After ashort visit to England, he re- 
turned to Paris and studied until May, 
1785, when he returned to America, feav- 
ing his father an embassador at the court 
of St. James. In1786 he entered the jun- 
ior class in Harvard University, and grad- 
uated with the second honor of his class. 
The oration he delivered on this occasion, 
the “Importance of Public Faith to the 
was pub- 
lished—an event very rare in this or any 
other land. 

Upon leaving college at the age of twenty 
he studied law three years with the Hon. 
Theophilus Parsons in Newburyport. In 
1790 he opened a law otfhice in Boston. The 


| profession was crowded with able men, and 


the fees were small. The first year he had 
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nochents, but not a moment was lost. The | 
second year passed away, still no clients, 
and still he was dependent upon his parents | 
for support. Anxiously he awaited the | 
third year. The reward now came. Cli- 
ents began to enter his office, and betore | 
the end of the year he was‘so crowded 
with business that all solicitude respecting 
a support was at an end. 

When Great Britain commenced war 
against France, in 1793, Mr. Adams _ wrote 
some articles, urging entire neutrality on 
the part of the United States. The view | 
was not a popular one. Many felt that as | 
France had helped us, we were bound to 
help France. But President Washington 
coincided with Mr. Adams, and issued his 
proclamation of neutrality. His writings 
at this time in the Boston journals gave 
him so high a reputation, that in June, 
1794, he was appointed by Washington 
resident Minister at the Netherlands. In 
July, 1797, he left The Hague to go to Port- 
ugal as Minister Plenipotentiary: Wash- 
ington at this time wrote to his father, John 
Adams: 

“Without intending to compliment the 
father or the mother, or to censure any | 
others, I give it as my decided opinion, | 
that Mr. Adams is the most valuable char- 
acter we have abroad; and there remains | 
no doubt in my mind that he will prove the 
ablest of our diplomatic corps.” 

On his way to Portugal, upon his arrival 
in London, he met with dispatches direct- 
ing him to the court of Berlin, but request- 
ing him to remain in London until he should 
receive instructions. While waiting he 
was married to Miss Louisa Catherine John- 
son, to whom he had been previously en- 
gaged. Miss Johnson was a daughter of 
Mr. Joshua Johnson, American Consul 
in London, and wasa lady endowed with 
that beauty and those accomplishments 
which fitted her to move in the elevated 
sphere for which she was destined: 


QUINCY ADAMS. 
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In July, 1799, having fulfilled all the pur- 
poses of his mission, Mr. Adams returned. 


In 1802 he was chosen to the Senate of 
Massachusetts from Boston, and then was 


elected Senator of the United States for six 


years from March 4, 1804... His reputation, 
his ability and his experience, placed him 
immediately among the most prominent 
and influential members of that body. He 
sustained the Government in its measures 
of resistance to the encroachments of Eng- 
land, destroying our commerce and insult- 
ing our flag. There was no manin America 
more familiar with the arrogance of the 
British court upon these points, and no 
one more resolved to present a firm resist- 
ance. This course, so truly patriotic, and 
which scarcely a voice will now be found 
to condemn, alienated him from the Fed- 
eral party dominant in Boston, and. sub- 
jected him to censure. 

In 1805 Mr. Adams was chosen professor 
of rhetoric in Harvard College. His lect- 
ures at this place were subsequently pub- 
lished. In 1809 he was sent as Minister to 
Russia. He was one of the commissioners 
that negotiated the treaty of peace with 
Great Britain, signed December 24, 1814, 
and he was appointed Minister to the court 
of St. James in 1815. In 1817 he became 
Secretary of State in Mr. Monroe’s cabinet 
in which position he remained eight years. 
Few will now contradict the assertion that 
the duties of that office were never more 
ably discharged. Probably the most im- 
portant measure which Mr. Adams con- 
ducted was the purchase of Florida from 
Spain for $5,000,000. 


The campaign of 1824 was an exciting 
one. Four candidates were in the field. 


Of the 260 clectoral votes that were cast, 
Andrew Jackson received ninety-nine; John 
Ouincy Adams, eighty-four; William H. 
Crawford, forty-one, and Henry Clay, 
thirty-seven. As there was no choice by 
the people, the question went tothe House 
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of Representatives. Mr. Clay gave the 
vote of Kentucky to Mr. Adams, and he 
was elected. 

The friends of all disappointed candidates 
now combined in a venomous assault upon 
Mr. Adams. There is nothing more dis- 
gracefulin the past history of our country 
than the abuse which was poured in one 
uninterrupted stream upon this high- 
minded, upright, patrioticman. There was 
never an administration more pure in prin- 
ciples, more conscientiously devoted to the 
best interests of the country, than that of 
John Quincy Adams; and never, perhaps, 
was there an administration more unscru- 
pulously assailed. Mr. Adams took his seat 
in the presidential chair resolved not to 
know any partisanship, but only to con- 
sult for the interests of the whole Republic, 

He refused to dismiss any man from of- 
fice for his political views. If he was a faith- 
ful officer that was enough. Bitter must 
have been his disappointment to find that the 
Nation could not appreciate such conduct. 

Mr. Adams, in his public manners, was 
cold and repulsive; though with his per- 
sonal friends he was at times very genial. 
This chilling address very seriously de- 
tracted from his popularity. No one can 
read an impartial record of his administra- 
tion without admitting that a more noble 
example of uncompromising dignity can 
scarcely be found. It was stated publicly 
that Mr. Adams’ administration was to be 
put down, “though it be as pure as the an- 
gels which stand at the right hand of the 
throne of God.” Many of the active par- 
ticipants in these scenes lived to regret the 
course they pursued. Some years after, 
Warren R. Davis, of South Carolina, turn- 
ing to Mr. Adams, then a member of the 
House of Representatives, said: 

“Well do I remember the enthusiastic 
zeal with which we reproached the admin- 
istration of that gentleman, and the ardor 


.and vechemence with which we labored to 


PRESIDENTS OF THE UNITED 


| 


STATES. 


bring in another. For the share I had in 
these transactions, and it was not a small 
one, Phope God will forgive me, for I shall 
never forgive myself.” 

March 4, 1829, Mr. Adams retired from 
the’ Presidency and was succeeded by An. 
drew Jackson, the latter receiving 168 out 
of 261 electoral votes. John C. Calhoun 
was elected Vice-President. The slavery 
question now began to assume pretentious 
magnitude. Mr. Adams returned to 
Quincy, and pursued his studies with una- 
bated zeal. But he was not long permitted 
to remain in retirement. In November, 
1§30, he was elected to Congress. In this 
he recognized the principle that it is honor- 
able for the General of yesterday to act as 
Corporal to-day, if by so doing he can ren- 
der service to his country. Deep as are 
our obligations to John Quincy Adams for 
his services as embassador, as Secretary of 
State and as President; in his capacity as 
legislator in the House of Representa- 
tives, he conferred benefits upon our land 
which eclipsed all the rest, and which can 
never be over-estimated. 

For seventeen years, until his death, he 
occupied the post of Representative, tow- 
ering above all his peers, ever ready to do 
brave battle for freedom, and winning the 
title of “the old man eloquent.” Upon 
taking his seat in the House he announced 
that he should hold himself bound to no 
party. He was usually the first in his 
place in the morning, and the last to leave 
his seat in the evening: Not a measure 
could escape his scrutiny. The battle 
which he fought, almost singly, against the 
pro-slavery party in the Government, was 
sublime in its moral daring and heroism. 
For persisting in presenting petitions for 
the abolition of slavery, he was threatened 
with indictment by the Grand Jury, with 
expulsion from the House, with assassina- 
tion; but no threats could intimidate him, 
and his final triumph was complete. 
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On one occasion Mr. Adams presented a 
petition, signed by several women, against 
the annexation of Texas for the purpose of 
cutting it up into slave States. Mr. How- 
ard, of Maryland, said that these women 
discredited not only themselves, but their 
section of the country, by turning from 
their domestic duties to the conflicts of po- 
litical life. 

“Are women,’ exclaimed: Mr. Adams, 
“to have no opinions or actions on subjects 
relating to the general welfare? Where 
did the gentleman get his principle? Did 
he find it in sacred history,—in the language 
of Miriam, the prophetess, in one of the 
noblest and sublime songs of triumph that 
ever met the human eye orear? Did the 
gentleman never hear of Deborah, to whom 
the children of Israel came up for judg- 
ment? Has he forgotten the deed of Jael, 
who slew the dreaded enemy of her coun- 

try? Has he forgotten Esther, who, by her 
petition saved her people and her coun- 
try? 

“To go from sacred history to profane, 
does the gentleman there find it ‘ discredita- 
ble’ for women to take an interest in politi- 
cal affairs? Has he forgotten the Spartan 
mother, who said to her son when going 
out to battle, ‘My son, come back to me 
with thy shield, or wfonx thy shield?’ Does 
he remember Cloelia and her'hundred com- 
panions, who swam across the river uncer 
a shower of darts, escaping from Porsena ? 
Has he forgotten Cornelia, the mother of 
the Gracchi? Does he not remember Por- 


tia, the wife of Brutus and the daughter of. 


Cato ? 

“To come to later periods, what says the 
history of our Anglo-Saxon ancestors? 
To say nothing of Boadicea, the British 


heroine in the time of the Caesars, what | 


name is more illustrious than that of Eliza- 
beth ? 
will he not find the namesof Maria Theresa 


of Hungary, of the two Catherines of 
4 


Or, if he will go to the continent, | 
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Prussia, and of Isabella of -Castile, the pa- 
troness of Columbus ? Did she bring ¢ dis- 
credit ’ on her sex by mingling in politics?” 

In this glowing strain Mr. Adams si- 
lenced and overwhelmed his antagonists. 

In January, 1842, Mr. Adams presented 
a petition from forty-five citizens of Haver- 
hill, Massachusetts, praying for a peaceable 
dissolution of the Union. The pro-slavery 
party in Congress, who were then plotting 
the destruction of the Government, were 
aroused to a pretense of commotion such as 
even our stormy hall of legislation has 
rarely witnessed. They metin caucus, and, 
finding that they probably would not be 
able to expel Mr. Adams from the House 
drew up a series of resolutions, which, if 
adopted, would inflict upon him disgrace, 
equivalent to expulsion. Mr. Adams had 
presented the petition, which was most re- 
spectfully worded, and had moved that it be 
referred to a committee instructed to re- 
port an answer, showing the reason why 
the prayer ought not to be granted. 

It was the 25th of January. The whole 
body ofthe pro-slavery party came crowd- 
ing together in the House, prepared to 
crush Mr. Adams forever. One of the num- 
ber, Thomas F. Marshall, of Kentucky, was 
appointed to read the resolutions, which 
accused Mr. Adams of high treason, of 
having insulted the -Government, and of 
meriting expulsion; but for which deserved 
punishment, the House, in its great mercy, 
would substitute its severest censure. With 
the assumption of a very solemn and mag- 
isterial air, there being breathless silence in 
the audience, Mr. Marshall hurled the care- 
fully prepared anathemas at his victim. 
Mr. Adams stood alone, the whole pro-slay- 
ery party against him. 

As soon as the resolutions were read, 
every eye being fixed upon him, that bold 
old man, whose scattered locks were whit- 
ened by seventy-five years, casting a wither- 
ing glance in the direction of his assailants, 
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in aclear, shrill tone, tremulous with sup- 
pressed emotion, said: 

“In reply to this audacious, atrocious 
charge of high treason, I call for the read- 
ing of the first paragraph of the Declaration 
of Independence. Read it! Readit! and 
see what that says of the rights of a people 
to reform, to change, and to dissolve their 
Government.’ 

The attitude, the manner, the tone, the 
words; the venerable old man, with flash- 
ing eye and flushed cheek, and whose very 
form seemed to expand under the inspiration 
of the occasion—all presented a scene over- 
flowing in its sublimity. There was breath- 
less silence as that paragraph was read, in 
defense of whose principles our fathers had 
pledged their lives, their fortunes and their 
sacred honor. It was a proud hour to Mr. 
Adams as they were all compelled to listen 
to the words: 

“That, to secure these rights, govern- 
ments are instituted among men, deriving 
their just powers from the consent of the 
governed; and that whenever any form of 
government becomes destructive of those 
ends, it is the right of the people to alter or 
abolish it, and to institute new government, 
laying its foundations on such principles 
and organizing its powers in such form 


_as shall seem most likely to effect their | 


safety and happiness.” 


That one sentence routed and baffled the | 


PRESIDENTS OF THE UNITED STATES. 


a 
foe. The heroic old man looked around 
upon the audience, and thundered out, 
“ Read that again!” It was again read. 
Then in a few fiery, logical words he stated 
his defense in terms which even prejudiced 
minds could not resist. His discomfited 
assailants made several attempts to rally. 
After a contlict of eleven days they gave 
up vanquished and their resolution was ig- 
nominiously laid upon the table. 

In January, 1846, when seventy-eight 
years of age, he took part in the great de- 
bate on the Oregon question, displaying 
intellectual vigor, and an extent and accu- 
racy of acquaintance with the subject that 
excited great admiration. 

On the 21st of February, 1848, he rose on 
the floor of Congress with a paper in his 
hand to address the Speaker. Suddenly 
he fell, stricken by paralysis, and was caught 
in the arms of those around him. For a 
time he was senseless and was conveyed 
toa sofa in the rotunda. With reviving 
consciousness he opened his eyes, looked 
calmly around and said, ‘“* Thzs ts the end of 
earth.” Then after a moment’s pause, he 
added, “JZ amt content.’ These were his last 
words, and he soon breathed his last, in the 
apartment beneath the dome of the capitol 
—the theater of his laborsand his triumphs. 
In the language of hymnology, he “died at 
his post;” he ‘“ ceased at once’to work and 
live.” 
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ae 4NDREW JACKSON, 
the seventh President 
of the United States, 
1829-"37, was born at 
the Waxhaw Settle. 
<< ment, Union Coun- 
wiv ty, North Carolina, 
March 16, 1767. His parents 
were Scotch-Irish, natives’ of 
‘Carrickfergus, who came to 
America in 1765, and settled 
on Twelve-Mile Creek, a trib- 
utary of the Catawba. His 
father, who was a poor farm 
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drew’s birth, when his mother removed to 
Waxhaw, where some relatives resided. 
Few particulars of the childhood of Jack- 
son have been preserved. His education 
sas of the most limited kind, and he showed 
no fondness for books. Hegrew up tobea 
tall, lank boy, with coarse hair and freck- 
led cheeks, with bare feet dangling from 
trousers too short for him, very fond of ath- 
letic sports, running, boxing and wrestling. 
He was generous to the younger and 
weaker boys, but very irascible and over- 
bearing with his equals and superiors. He 
was profane—a vice in which he surpassed 
all.other men. The character of his mother 


laborer, died shortly before An- | 


| pox, 
Andy apparently dying. 


Ne Ss 


mu 


Se 


i ., 
3 ~ ~ v6 Wert, Sy 
= Qe eT 6) ¥ Bane 


/ 


he revered; and it was not until after her 
death that his predominant vices gained 
full strength. 

In 1780, at the age of thirteen, Andrew, 
or Andy, as he was called, with his brother 
Robert, volunteered to serve in the Revo- 
lutionary forces under General Sumter, and 
was a witness of the latter’s defeat at Hang- 
ing Rock. In the following year the 
brothers were made prisoners, and confined 
in Camden, experiencing brutal treatment 
from their captors, and being spectators of 
General Green’s defeat at Hobkirk Hill. 
Through their mother’s exertions the boys 
were exchanged while suffering from small- 
Intwo days Robert was dead, and 
The strength of 
his constitution triumphed, and he regained 
health and vigor. 

As he was getting better, his mother 
heard the cry a ray from the cae 
ers whom the British held in Charleston, 
among whom were the sons of her sisters. 
She hastened to their relief, was attacked 
by fever, died and was buried where her 
grave could never be found. Thus Andrew 
Jackson, when fourteen years of age, was 
left alone in the world, without father, 
mother, sister or brother, and without one 
dollar which he could call his own, He 
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soon entered a saddler’s shop, and labored 
diligently for six months. But gradually, 
as health returned, he became more and 
more a wild, reckless, lawless boy. 


the worst character that could be found: 
He now turnedschoolmaster. He could 


teach the alphabet, perhaps the multiplica- | 


tion table; and as he was a very bold boy, 
it is possible he might have ventured to 
teach a little writing. But he soon began to 
think of a profession and decided to study 
law. 
the back of a very fine horse, he set out 
for Salisbury, North Carolina, where he 
entered the law office of Mr. McCay. 
Here he remained two years, professedly 
studying law. He is still remembered in 
traditions of Salisbury, which say: 


“ Andrew Jackson was the most roaring, | 


rollicking, horse-racing, card-playing, mis- 
chievous fellow that ever lived in Salisbury. 
He did not trouble the law-books much.” 


Andrew was now, at the age of twenty, 


a tall young man, being over six feet in | 


height. He was slender, remarkably grace- 
ful and dignified in his manners, an exquis- 
ite horseman, and developed, amidst his 


loathesome profanity and multiform vices, a | 


vein of rare magnanimity. His temper was 
fiery in the extreme; but it was said of him 
that no man knew better than Andrew 
Jackson when to get angry and when not. 


In 1786 he was admitted to the bar, and | 
Nashville, | 


two years later removed to 
in what was then the western district of 
North Carolina, with the appointment of so- 
licitor, or public prosecutor. It was an of- 
fice of little honor, small emolument and 
great peril. Few men could be found to 
accept it. | 

And now Andrew Jackson commenced 
vigorously to practice law. It was an im- 
portant part of his business to collect debts. 
It required nerve. During the first seven 


years of his residence in those wilds he | 


He | 
gambled, drank and was regarded as about | 


With a very slender purse, and on | 
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traversed the almost pathless forest between 
Nashville and Jonesborough, a distance of 
200 miles, twenty-two times. Hostile In. 
dians were constantly on the watch, and a 
man was liable at any moment to be shot 
down in his own field. Andrew Jackson 
was just the man for this service—a wild, 
daring, rough backwoodsman. Daily he 
made hair-breadth escapes. He seemed to 
bear a charmed life. Boldly, alone or with 
few companions, he traversed the forests, 
encountering all perils and triumphing 
over all. 

In 1790 Tennessee became a Territory, 
and Jackson was appointed, by President 
Washington, United States Attorney for 
the new district. In 1791 he married Mrs, 
Rachel Robards (daughter of Colonel John 
Donelson), whom he supposed to have been 
divorced in that year by an act of the Leg- 
islature of Virginia. Two years after this 
Mr. and Mrs. Jackson learned, to their 
great surprise, that Mr. Robards had just 
obtained a divorce in one of the courts of 
Kentucky, and that the act of the Virginia 
Legislature was not final, but conditional. 
To remedy the irregularity as much as pos- 
sible, a new license was obtained and the 
marriage ceremony was again performed. 

It proved to be a marriage of rare felic- 
; Probably there never was a more 
affectionate union. However rough Mr. 
Jackson might have been abroad, he was 
always gentle and tender at home; and 
through all the vicissitudes of their lives, he 
treated Mrs. Jackson with the most chival- 
ric attention. 

Under the circumstances it was not un- 
natural that the facts in the case of this 
marriage were so misrepresented by oppo- 
nents in the political campaigns a quarter 
or acentury later as to become the basis 
of serious charges against Jackson’s moral- 
ity which, however, have been satisfactorily 
attested by abundant evidence. 

Jackson was untiring in his duties as 
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United States Attorney, which demanded 
{frequent journeys through the wilderness 
and exposed him to Indian hostilities. He 
acquired considerable property in land, and 
obtained such influence as to be chosen 
a member of the convention which framed 
the Constitution for the new State of Ten- 
nessee, in 1796, and in that year was elected 
its first Representative in Congress. Albert 
Gallatin thus describes the first appearance 
of the Hon. Andrew Jackson in the House: 
“ A tall, lank, uncouth-looking personage, 
with locks of hair hanging over his face and 
a cue down his back, tied with an eel skin; 
his dress singular, his manners and deport- 
ment those of a rough backwoodsman.” 


Jackson was an earnest advocate of the | 


Democratic party. Jefferson was his idol. 


He admired Bonaparte, loved France and | 


hated England. As Mr. Jackson took his 
seat, General Washington, whose second 
term of office was just expiring, delivered 
his last speech to Congress. A committee 
drew up a complimentary address in reply. 
Andrew Jackson did not approve the ad- 
dress and was one of twelve who voted 
against It. 

Tennessee had fitted out an expedition 
against the Indians, contrary to the policy 
of the Government. A resolution was intro- 
duced that the National Government 
should pay the expenses. Jackson advo- 
cated it and it was carried. This rendered 
him very popular in Tennessee. A_va- 
cancy chanced soon after to occur in the 
Senate, and Andrew Jackson was chosen 
United States Senator by the State of Ten- 
nessee. John Adams was then President 
and Thomas Jefferson, Vice-President. 

In 1798 Mr. Jackson returned to Tennes- 
see, and resigned his seat in the Senate. 
Soon after he was chosen Judge of the Su- 
preme Court of that State, with a salary of 
$600. This office he held six years. It is 
said that his decisions, though sometimes 
ungrammatical, were generally right. He 
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did not enjoy his seat upon the bench, and 
renounced the dignity in 1804. About 
this time he was chosen Major-General of 
militia, and lost the title of judge in that of 
General. 

When he retired from the Senate Cham- 
ber, he decided to.try his fortune through 
trade. He purchased a stock of goods in 
Philadelphia and sent them to Nashville, 
where he opened a store. He lived about 
thirteen miles from Nashville, on a tract of 
land of several thousand acres, mostly un- 
cultivated. He used a small block-house 
for a store, from a narrow window of 
which he sold goods to the Indians. As he 
had an assistant his office as judge did not 
materially interfere with his business. 

As to slavery, born in the midst of it, the 
idea never seemed to enter his mind that it 
could be wrong. He eventually became 
an extensive slave owner, but he was one of 
the most humane and gentle of masters. 

In 1804 Mr. Jackson withdrew from pol- 
itics and settled on a plantation which he 
called the Hermitage, near Nashville. He 
set up a cotton-gin, formed a partnership 
and traded in New Orleans, making the 
voyage on flatboats. Through his hot tem- 
per he became involved in several quarrels 
and “affairs of honor,” during this period, 
in one of which he was severely wounded, 
but had the misfortune to kill his opponent, 
Charles Dickinson. Fora time this affair 
greatly injured General Jackson’s popular- 
ity. The verdict then was, and continues 
to be, that General Jackson was outra- 


-geously wrong. If hesubsequently felt any 


remorse he never revealed it to anyone. 

In 1805 Aaron Burr had visited Nash- 
ville and been a guest of Jackson, with 
whom he corresponded on the subject of a 
war with Spain, which was anticipated and 
desired by them, as well as by the people 
of the Southwest generally. 

Burr repeated his visit in September, 
1806, when he engaged.in the celebrated 
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combinations which led to his trial for trea- | against the Seminoles of Florida, during 


son. He was warmly received by Jackson, 


at whose instance a public ball was given | 


in his honor at Nashville, and contracted 
with the latter for boats and provisions. 
Early in 1807, when Burr had been pro- 
claimed a traitor by President Jefferson, 
volunteer forces for the Federal service 
were organized at Nashville under Jack- 
son’s command; but his energy and activ- 
ity did not shield him from suspicions of 
connivance in the supposed treason. He 
was summoned to Richmond as a witness 
in Burr’s trial, 


in his partisanship. 

On the outbreak of the war with Great 
Britain in 1812, Jackson tendered his serv- 
ices, and in January, 1813, embarked for 
New Orleans at the head of the Tennessee 
contingent. In March he received an or- 
der to disband his forces; but in Septem- 
ber he again took the field, in the Creek 
war, and in conjunction with his former 
partner, Colonel Coffee, inflicted upon the 
Indians the memorable defeat at Talladega, 
Emuckfaw and Tallapoosa. | 

In May, 1814, Jackson, who had now ac- 
guired a national reputation, wasappointed 
a Major-General of the United States army, 
and commenced a campaign 
British in Florida. 
fense at Mobile, September 15, seized upon 
Pensacola, November 6, and immediately 
transported the bulk of his troops to New 
Orleans, then threatened by a powerful 
naval force. Martial law was declared in 
Louisiana, the State militia was called to 
arms, engagements with the British were 
fought December 23 and 28, and after re-en- 
forcements had been received on both sides 
the famous victory of January 8, 1815, 
crowned Jackson’s fame asa soldier, and 
made him the typical American hero of 
the first half of the nineteenth century. 

In 1817-18 Jackson conducted the war 


but was not called to the | 
stand, probably because he was out-spoken | 


which he seized upon Pensacola and exe- 
cuted by courtmartial two British subjects, 
Arbuthnot and Ambrister——acts which 
might easily have involved the United 
States in war both with Spain and Great 
Britain. Fortunately the peril was averted 
by the cession of Florida to the United 
States; and Jackson, who had escaped a 
trial for the irregularity of his conduct 
only: through a division of opinion in Mon- 
roe’s cabinet, was appointed in 1821 Goy- 
ernor of the new Territory. Soon after he 
declined the rash oe of minister to 
Mexico. 

In 1823 Jackson waselected tothe United 
States Senate, and nominated by the Ten- 
nessee Legislature for the Presidency. This 
candidacy, though a matter of surprise, and 
even merryment, speedily became popular, 
and in 1824, when the stormy electoral can- 
vas resulted in the choice of John Quincy 
Adams by the House of Representatives, 
General Jackson received the largest popu- 
lar vote among the four candidates. 

In 1828 Jackson was triumphantly elected 
President over Adams after a campaign of 
unparalleled bitterness. He was inaugu- 
rated March 4, 1829, and at once removed 


| from office all the incumbents belonging to 
against the | 
He conducted the de- | 


the opposite party—a procedure new to 
American politics, but which naturally be- 
came a precedent. 

His first term was characterized by quar- 
rels between the Vice-President, Calhouin, 
and the Secretary of State, Van Buren, at- 
tended by a cabinet crisis originating in 
scandals connected with the name of Mrs. 
General Eaton, wife of the Secretary 
War; by the beginning of his war upon the 
United States Bank: and by his vigorous 
action against the partisans of Calhoun, 
who, in South Carolina, threatened to 
nullify the acts of Congress, establishing a 
protective tariff. 

In the Presidential campaign of 13832 


of 


—— 


| 5 beeat jo 2dlonims@ 342 teuiens 
ne rs plienensl aogn hexive od did w 


LISA AWS Wate AAT 


Soidne dati os lo orurines vd botne | 


dvtdw tip ——taivixden A bee 
ae? sf boviradt such yiens Mdyin 
cow Bus ene sony dad wor hier? 
bakave ten itoqona ists q untied 
Serta J ot 03 ral Cy i Yo foeend orl! ae 
A tenes Wet oi, jpoetocl bane ernie 
rnbinds eid Jo virmlityoru “in 40) Laie) 
an ni i 


san) 12") nt YOM #e% 


FTEs) ‘ iy fii iAiyisrt Sry hy 


nick 2 wt 


AYQOU Weyetoni art Seve: 

Dea ties 00) 1 SuGine say sul 
pajoals Amedauian! GW teR OE) et * 
lo masts) i wile eniubh vs tereldear 
‘BNR 20H OTD grerjoiid folethion pas 
f*zuceyt sau th, bik’ rie tro 
rte tore 


/ 
avec, Gahd 


Dd Signed.) 0 anc awn 
VER awbowrty Gy tin 
ot “Mirtartie th videw Tel 21h : narra? 
; Jo gerd # Sans 
“yp An boxmoatowinds eH (AVA ori i 
MATES nobieet fast ¥ 4/1 eon tod slo 
Mew aT t322 Yo eS iD9c Onl) eh 
ay BnHdeigiw ait) font i fishes 
24 to-omsdun ily tig Dunes elabies 
TMT sit Lo atey gard ittonotD 
SAT cpr eye Hil io PeWNined of} pl co 


Hie: isi 9 


ait ad bee lind 25 2 pony 
mH deciquc anivan 


soneards 2 , 


“wb igiiniWiwe .¢ rovirmigl WIG SAITO PS 
of 1iteinwn esnnoyye “ot? Hoolsyh 
; i¢ 
Pasi SUN ey sols ee assay. gee: vl 
smal’ 47 ti einen brig lyase 
Tie ~~ Hiei edg tot <1 “imo! 

. Anaray yiar ; ; 
Agog saint viiboog fn" roe 
(iaIbiwotaus virtola ody j ny 
soi" rh mal ty strat ods 1) {i yi 489 
apn oreee ja7 to Sen) EE oy!) zip 


aft vege hori ahead Rentibes 5 


5 won bed oiw ete pier vet ey 


noir atnod 
tet od — Bey fhinsite 
ner eital, derbiewr a 
ive Hebe oda sal pon Ha 
A Anil ‘tobaa ollivdesY tr hosing 
sion Raaegyious aid dud reba 
lo naginigaae prot aed panegtine 
9A inGensit hosouqua aly alles 
>i seg heestadoi Sl OP . 
oil of belle tou eqn 10 Aint 
i oat j2140 =u ol seapood 
5 aqiden 72 : 
ge er tow odd lo iia ot van 7 
vise ma osha novtonl e184 ar ¢ sti" 2] eo 
ol bwhisdmes Rt ne well 2 
seesigg T ortt lo baad of) 16 anclvO Ww: 
noun hbaviewss st doaht al ir 
nates? sited soxot aif bac of - bY 
tori wihui Jblet of deel nim it 


"iz ror ate] ith 4/ ere sHN U3 ai f pa = 


Robe fat. tr 1eStob: jdrmotiond A er : iba 
sevogeliaT bie wale 


2 20 
m? Ly 


| 


boistaqunaky iret portcorede:« 

oe 2oime ean) at lott ae} 
on} Jemisn; pgingiind a basis fet 
+b oft hemuliees sit bre ai 

von baxise 21 wediietqor, Seeinete 

ebotir lentil bre 0 beeper 

Woh ofequow Zid io saber’ 

hr ryan a oyd boas 

ni baa pioots aon wel te 


Fea Ta iow) 6 


ANDREW FACKSON. 


Jackson Des 219 out of 288 electoral 
votes, his competitor being Mr. Clay, while 
Mr. Wirt, on an Anti- Masonic platform, 
received the vote of Vermont alone. In 
1833 President Jackson removed the Goy- | 
ernment deposits from the United States 
bank, thereby incurring a vote of censure 
from the Senate, which was, however, ex- 
punged four years later. During this second 
term of office the Cherokees, Choctaws and 
Creeks were removed, not without difh- 
culty, from Georgia, 
sippi, to the Indian Territory; the National 
debt’ was extinguished; Arkansas and 
Michigan were admitted as States to the 
Union; the Seminole war was renewed; the 
anti-slavery agitation first acquired impor- 
tance; the Mormon delusion, which had 
organized in 1829, attained considerable 
proportions in Ohio and Missouri, and the 
country experienced its greatest pecuniary 
panic. 

Railroads with locomotive propulsion 
were introduced into America during Jack- 
son’s first term, and had become an impor- 
tant element of national life before the 
close of his second term. For many rea- 


Alabama and Missis- | 
| career, while opinions still vary as to the 


dos 


sons, therefore, the administration of Presi- | 


dent Jackson formed an era in American 
history, political, social and industrial. 
He succeeded in effecting the election of 


SI 


his friend Van Buren as his successor, re- 
tired from the Presidency March 4, 1837, 
and led a tranquil life at the Hermitage 
until his death, which occurred June 8, 
1545. 

During his closing years he was a pro- 
fessed Christian and a member of the Pres- 
byterian church. No American of this 
century has been the subject of such oppo- 
site judgments. He was loved and hated 
with equal vehemence during his life, but 
at the present distance of time from his 


merits of his public acts, few of his country- 
men will question that he was a warm- 
hearted, brave, patriotic, honest and sincere 
man. If his distinguishing qualities were 
not such as constitute statesmanship, in the 
highest sense, he at least never pretended 
to other merits than such as were written 
to his credit on the page of American his- 
tory—not attempting to disguise the de- 
merits which were equally legible. The 
majority of his countrymen accepted and 
honored him, in spite of all that calumny 
as well as truth could allege against him. 
His faults may therefore be truly said to 
have been those of his time; his magnifi- 
cent virtues may also, with the same jus- 
tice, be considered as typical of a state of 
society which has nearly passed away. 
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“ ARTIN VAN BU- herence, was not devoid of inconveniences. 


REN, the eighth 
ea President ay the 


) 1837- 


tig, 


United States 
"41, was born at Kin- 
derhook, New York, 
December, 5, 1782. 
His ancestors were of Dutch 
origin, and wer 
earliest emigrants from Hol- 
land to the banks of the 
Hudson. His father was a 
tavern-keeper, as well as a 
farmer, and a very decided 
Democrat. 
Martin commenced the study 
of law at the age of fourteen, and took an 
active part in politics before he had reached 
the age of twenty. In 1803 he commenced 
the practice of law in his native village. 
In 1809 he removed to Hudson, the shire 
town of his county, where he spent seven 
years, gaining strength by contending in 
the courts with some of the ablest men 
who have adorned the bar of his State. 
The heroic example of John Quincy Adams 
in retaining in office every faithful man, 
Without regard to his political preferences, 
had been thoroughly repudiated by Gen- 
eral Jackson. The unfortunate principle 
was now fully established, that “to the 
victor belong the spoils.” Still, this prin- 
ciple, to which Mr. Van Buren gave his ad- 


e among the | 


v2 


When, subsequently, he attained power 
which placed vast patronage in his hands, 
he was heard tosay: “1 prefer an office 
that has no patronage. When I givea man 
an office I offend his disappointed competi- 
tors and their friends. Nor am I certain of 
gaining a friend in the man I appoint, for, 
in all probability, he expected something 
better.” 

In 1812 Mr. Van Buren was elected to 
the State Senate. In 1815 he was appointed 
Attorney-General, and in 1816 to the Senate 
a second time. In 1818 there was a great 
split in the Democratic party in New York, 
and Mr. Van Buren took the lead in or- 
ganizing that portion of the party called 
the Albany Regency, which is said to have 
swayed the destinies of the State for a 
quarter of a century. 

In 1821 he was chosen a member of the 
convention for revising the State Constitu- 
tion, in which he advocated an extension of 
the franchise, but opposed universal suf- 
frage, and also favored the proposal that 
colored persons, in order to vote, should 
have freehold property to the amount of 
50. In this year he was also elected to 
the United States Senate, and at the con- 
clusion of his term, in 1827, was re-elected, 
but resigned the following year, having 
been chosen Governor of the State. In 
March, 1829, he was appointed Secretary of 
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MARTIN 


state be Predent Jackson, but resigned 
in April, 1831, and during the recess of 
Congress was appointed minister to Eng- 
land, whither he proceeded in September, 
but the Senate, when convened in Decem- 
ber, refused to ratify the appointment. 

In May, 1832, Mr. Van Buren was nomi- 
nated as the eee candidate for Vice- 
President, and elected in the following 
November. May 26, 1836, he received rhe 
nomination to succeed General Jackson as 
President, and received 170 electoral votes, 
out of 283. 

Scarcely had he taken his seat in the 
Presidential chair when a financial panic 
swept over the land. Many attributed 
this to the war which General Jackson had 
waged on the banks, and to his endeavor to 


secure an almost exclusive specie currency. 


Nearly every bank in the country was com- 
pelled to suspend specie payment, and ruin 
pervaded allour great cities. Not less than 
254 houses failed in New York in one week. 
All public works were brought to a stand, 
and there was a general state of dismay. 
President Van Buren urged the adoption of 
the independent treasury system, which 
was twice passed in the Senate and defeated 
in the House, but fizally became a law near 
the close of his cdministration. 

Another important measure was the pass- 
age of a pre-emption law, giving actual set- 
tlers the preference in the purchase of 
public lands. The question of slavery, also, 
now began to assume great prominence in 
national politics, and after an ‘elaborate 
anti-slavery speech by. Mr. Slade, of Ver- 
mont, in the House of Representatives, the 
Southern members withdrew for a separate 
consultation, at which Mr. Rhett, of South 
Carolina, proposed to declare it expedient 
that the Union should be dissolved; but 
the matter was tided over by the passage 
of a resolution that no petitions or papers 
relating to slavery should be in any way 
considered or acted upon. 
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VAN BUREN 


"resigned | ne Present 


In the Presidential election of 1840 Mr. 
Van Buren was nominated, without opposi- 
tion, as the Democratic candidate, William 
H. Harrison being the candidate of the 
Whig party. T el Democrats carried only 
seven States, and out of 294 electoral votes 
only sixty were for Mr. Van Buren, the re- 
maining 234 being for his opponent. The 
Whig popular majority, however, was not 
laree, the elections in many of the States 
being very close. 

March 4, 1841, Mr. Van Buren retired 
from the Presidency. From his fine estate 
at Lindenwald he still exerted a powerful 
influence upon the politics of the country. 
In 1844 he was again - proposed as the 
Democratic candidate for the Presidency, 
and a majority of the delegates of the 
nominating convention were in his favor; 
but, owing to his opposition to the pro- 
posed annexation of Texas, he could not 
secure the requisite two-thirds vote. His 
name was at length withdrawn by his 
friends, and Mr. Polk received the nomina- 
tion, and was elected. 

In 1848 Mr. Cass was the regular Demo- 
cratic candidate. A schism, however, 
sprang up in the party, upon the question 
of the permission of slavery in the newly- 
acquired territory, and a portion of the 
party, taking the name of “ Free-Soilers,” 
nominated Mr. Van Buren. They drew 
away sufficient votes to secure the election 
of General Taylor, the Whig candidate. 
After this Mr. Van Buren retired to his es- 
tate at Kinderhook, where the remainder 
of his life was passed, with the exception of 
a European tour in 1853. He died at 
Kinderhook, July 24, 1862, at the age of 
eighty years. 

Martin Van Buren was a great and good 
man, and no one will question his right to 
a high position among those who have 
been the successors of Washington in the 
faithful occupancy of the Presidential 
chair. 
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HARRISON, foe 
ninth President of 
the United States, 
1841, was born 
February 9, 1773, 
in Charles County, 
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a ie Virginia, at Berkeley, the resi- 
ea Keo dence of his father, Governor 
le Benjamin Harrison. He studied 
ye at Hampden, Sidney College, 
EAS with a view of entering the med- 


ical profession. After graduation 

he went to Philadelphia to study 
medicine under the instruction of 

Dr. Rush. 

George Washington. was then President 
of the United States. The Indians were 
committing fearful ravages on our North- 
western frontier. Young -Harrison, either 
lured by the love of adventure, or moved 
by the sufferings of families exposed to the 
most horrible outrages, abandoned his med- 
ical studies and entered: the army, having 
obtained a commission of ensign from Pres- 
ident Washington. The first duty assigned 
him was to take a train of pack-horses 
bound to Fort Hamilton, on the Miami 


River, about forty miles from Fort Wash- 
was soon promoted to the | 


He 
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rank of Lieutenant, and joined the army 
which Washington had placed under the 
command of General Wayne to prosecute 
more vigorously the war with the In- 
dians. Lieutenant Harrison received great 
commendation from his commanding ofh- 
cer, and was promoted to the rank of 
Captain, and placed in command at Fort 
Washington, now Cincinnati, Ohio. 

About this time he married a daughter 
of John Cleves Symmes, one of the fron- 
tiersmen who had established a thriving 
settlement on the bank of the Maumee. 

In 1797 Captain Harrison resigned his 
commission in the army and was appointed 
Secretary of the Northwest Territory, and 
ex-officio Licutenant-Governor, General St. 
Clair being then Governor of the Territory. 
At that time the law in reference to the 
disposal of the public lands was such that 
no one could purchase in tracts less than 
4,000 acres. Captain Harrison, in the 
face of violent opposition, succeeded in 
obtaining so much of a modification of 
this unjust law that the land was sold in 
alternate tracts of 640 and 320 acres. The 
Northwest Territory was then entitled 
to one delegate in Congress, and Cap- 
tain Harrison was chosen to fill that of- 
fice. In 1800 he was appointed Governor 
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WILLIAM HENRY 


of Indiana Territory and soon after of 
Upper Louisiana. He was also Superin- 
tendent of Indian Affairs, and so well did he 
fulfill these duties that he was four times 
appointed to this office. During his admin- 
istration he effected thirteen treaties with 
the Indians, by which the United States 
acquired 60,000,000 acres of land. In 1804 
he obtained a cession from the Indians of 
all the land between the Illinois River and 
the Mississippi. 

In 1812 he was made Major-General of 
Kentucky militia and Brigadier-General 
in the- army, with the command of the 
Northwest frontier. In 1813 he was made 
Major-General, and as such won much re- 
nown by the defense of Fort Meigs, and the 
battle of the Thames, October 5, 1813. In 
1814 he left the army and was employed in 
Indian affairs by the Government. 

In 1816 General Harrison was chosen a 
member of the National House of Repre- 
sentatives to represent the district of Ohio. 
In the contest which preceded his election 
he was accused of corruption in respect to 
the commissariat of the army. 
ately upon taking his seat, he called for an 
investigation of the charge. A committee 


was appointed, and his vindication was | 


triumphant. A high compliment was paid 
to his patriotism, disinterestedness and 
devotion to the public service. For these 


services a gold medal was presented to him | 


with the thanks of Congress. 
In 1819 he was elected to the Senate of 


Ohio, and in 1824, as one of the Presiden- | 
tial electors of that State, he gave his vote | 
Imthe same year he was | 


to Henry Clay. ; 
elected to the Senate of the United States. 
In.1828 he was appointed by President 
Adams minister plenipotentiary to Colom- 
bia, but was recalled by General Jackson 
immediately after the inauguration of the 
latter. 

Upon his return to the United States, 
General Harrison retired to his farm at 


Immedi- | 
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North Bend, Hamilton County, Ohio, six- 


teen miles below Cincinnati, where for 
twelve years he was clerk of the County 
Court. He once owned a distillery, but 
perceiving the sad effects of whisky upon 
the surrounding population, he promptly 
abandoned his business at great pecuniary 
sacrifice. 

In 1836 General Harrison was brought 
forward as a candidate for the Presidency. 
Van Buren was the administration candi- 
date; the opposite party could not unite, 
and four candidates were brought forward. 
General Harrison received seventy-three 
electoral votes without any general concert 
among his friends. The Democratic party 
triumphed and Mr. Van Buren was chosen 
President. In 1839 General Harrison was 
again nominated for the Presidency by the 
Whigs, at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, Mr. 
Van Buren being the Democratic candi- 
date. Gencral Harrison received 234 elec- 
toral votes against sixty for his opponent. 
This election is memorable chiefly for the 
then extraordinary means employed during 
the canvass for popular votes. Mass meet- 
ings and processions were introduced, and 
the watchwords “log cabin” and “hard 
cider” were effectually used by the Whigs, 
and aroused a popular enthusiasm. 

A vast concourse of people attended his 
inauguration. His addresson that occasion 
was in accordance with his antecedents, and 
gave great satisfaction. A short time after he 
took his seat, he was seized by a pleurisy- 
fever, and after afew days of violent sick- 
ness, died April 4, just one short month after 
his inauguration. His death was universally 
regarded as one of the greatest of National 
calamities. Never, since the death of 
Washington, were there, throughout one 
land, such demonstrations of sorrow. Not 
one single spot can be found to sully his 
fame; and through all ages Americans will 
pronounce with love and -reverence the 


| name of William Henry Harrison. 
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OHN TYLER, ‘the tenth 
President of the United 
Staub s was -born “in 
Charles City County, 
Virginia, March 29, 1790. 
His father, Judge John 
Tyler, possessed large 
landed estates in Virginia, 
and was one of the most 
distinguished men of his 
day, filling the offices of 
Speaker of the House of 
Delegates, Judge of the Su- 
preme Court and Governor 
of the State. 

At the early age of twelve 


young John entered William. and Mary 
College, and graduated with honor when 


but seventeen years old. He then closely 
applied himself to the study of law, and at 
nineteen years of age commenced the prac- 
tice of his profession. When only twenty- 
one he was elected toa seat in the State 
Legislature. He acted with the Demo- 
cratic party and advocated the measures of 
Jefferson and Madison. For five years he 
was clected to the Legislature, receiving 
nearly the unanimous vote of his county. 
When but twenty-six years of age he was 
elected a member of Congress. He advo- 
cated a strict construction of the Constitu- 
tion and the most careful vigilance over 
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State rights. He was soon compelled to 
resign his seat in Congress, owing to ill 
health, but afterward took his seat in the 
State Legislature, where he exerted a 
powerful influence in promoting public 
works of great utility. 

In 1825 Mr. Tyler was chosen Governor 
of his State—a high honor, for Virginia 
had many able men as competitors for 
the prize. His administration was signally 
a successful one. He urged forward inter- 
nal improvements and strove to remove 
sectional jealousies. His popularity secured 
his re-election. In 1827 he was elected 
United States Senator, and upon taking his | 
seat joined the ranks of the opposition. He 
opposed the tariff, voted against the bank 
as unconstitutional, opposed all restrictions 
upon slavery, resisted all projects of inter- 
nal improvements by the General Govern- 
ment, avowed his sympathy with Mr. Cal- 
houn’s views of nullification, and declared 
that General Jackson, by his opposition to 
the nullifiers, had abandoned the principles 
of the Democratic party. Such was Mr. 
Tyler’s record in Congress. 

This hostility to Jackson caused Mr. 
Tyler’s retirement from the Senate, after 
his election to a second term. He soon 
after removed to Williamsburg for the 
better education of his children, and again 
| took his seat in the Legislature. 
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In 1839 he was sent to the National Con- 
vention at Harrisburg to nominate a Presi- 
dent. General Harrison received a majority 
of votes, much to the disappointment of the 
South, who had wished for Henry Clay. 
In order to conciltate the Southern Whigs, 
John Tyler was nominated for Vice-Presi- 
dent. Harrison and Tyler were inaugu- 
rated March 4, 1841. In one short month 
from that time President Harrison died, 
and Mr. Tyler, to his own surprise as well 
as that of the nation, found himself an 
occupant of the Presidential chair. His 
position was an exceedingly difficult one, 
as he was opposed to the main principles of 
the party which had brought him into 
power. General Harrison had selected a 
Whig cabinet. 
thus surround himself with councilors 
whose views were antagonistic to his own? 
or should he turn against the party that 
had elected him, and select a cabinet in 
harmony with himself? This was his fear- 
ful dilemma. 

President Tyler deserves more charity 
than he has received. He issued an address 
to the people, which gave general satisfac- 
tion. He retained the cabinet General 
Harrison had selected. His veto of a bill 
chartering a new national bank led to an 
open quarrel with the party which elected 
him, and to a resignation of the entire 
cabinet, except Daniel Webster, Secretary 
of State. . 

President Tyler attempted to conciliate. 
He appointed a new cabinet, leaving out all 
strong party men, but the Whig members 
of Congress were not satisfied, and they 
published a manifesto September 13, break- 
ing off ail political relations. The Demo- 
crats had a majority in the House; the 
Whigs in the Senate. Mr. Webster soon 
found it necessary to resign, being forced 
out by the pressure of his Whig friends. 


. April 12, 1844, President Tyler concluded, | 


through Mr. Calhoun, a treaty for the an- 


Should he retain them, and | 


YOHN TYLER. 
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nexation of Texas, which was rejected by 
the Senate; but he effected his object in the 
closing days of his administration by the 
passage of the joint resclution of March 1 
1845. | 

He was nominated forthe Presidency by 
an informal Democratic Convention, held 
at Baltimore in May, 1844, but soon with- 
drew from the canvass, perceiving that he 
had not gained the confidence of the Demo- 
crats at large. 

Mr. Tyler’s administration was particu- 
larly unfortunate. No one was satisfied. 
Whigs and Democrats alike assailed him. 
Situated as he was, it is more than can 
be expected of human nature that he 
should, in all cases, have acted in the wisest 
manner; but it will probably be the verdict 
of all candid men, in a careful review of his 
career, that John Tyler was placed in a 
position of such difficulty that he could not 
pursue any course which would not expose 
him to severe censure and denunciation. 

In 1813 Mr. Tyler married Letitia Chris- 
tian, who bore him three sons and three 
daughters, and died in Washington in 1842. 
June 26, 1844, he contracted a second mar- 
with Miss Julia Gardner, of New 

He lived in almost complete retire- 
ment from politics until February, 1861, 
when he was a member of the abortive 
‘peace convention,” held at Washington, 
and was chosen its President. 


riage 
York. 


Soon after 
he renounced his allegiance to the United 
States and was elected to the Confederate 
Congress. He died at Richmond, January 
17, 1862, after a short illness. 

Unfortunately for his memory the name 
of John Tyler must forever be associated 
with all the misery of that terrible Re- 
bellion, whose cause he openly espoused. 
It is with sorrow that history records that 
a President of the United States died while 
defending the flag of rebellion, which was 
arrayed against the national banner in 
deadly warfare. 
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the eleventh President of 
the United States, 1845- 
"49, was born in Meck- 
lenburg County, North 
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: ES Carolina, November 2, 
ale 1795. He was the eldest 
SS 7 son of a family of six sons 
a 13 and four daughters, and was 
ele. a grand-nephew of Colonel | 
eee Thomas Polk, celebrated in 
=< | / connection with the Meck- 
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St In 1806 his father, Samuel 


Polk, emigrated with his fam- 
ily two or three hundred miles west to the 
valley of the Duck River. He was a sur- 
veyor as well as farmer, and gradually in- 
creased in wealth until he became one of 
the leading men of the region. ' 

Inthe common schools James rapidly be- 


came proficient in all the common branches | 


of an English education. 
sent to Murfreesboro Academy, and in the 
autumn of 1815 entered the sophomore class 
in the University of North Carolina, at 
Chapel Hill, graduating in 1818. After a 
short season of recreation he went to Nash- 
ville and entered the law office of Felix 
Grundy. As soon as he had his finished 


lie ware ihewwas 4 


| ical faith of his father, 


he returned to Columbia, the shire town of 
Maury County, and opened an office. 

James K. Polk ever adhered to the polit- 
which was that of 
a Jeffersonian Republican. In 1823 he was 
elected to the Legislature of Tennessee. As 
a “strict constructionist,” he did not think 
that the Constitution empowered the Gen- 
eral Government to carry on a system of 
internal improvements in the States, but 
deemed it important that it should have 
that power, and wished the Constitution 
amended that it might be conferred. Sub- 
sequently, however, he became alarmed lest 
the General Government become so strong 
as to undertake to interfere with slavery. 
He therefore gave all his influence to 
eae the State governments, and to 
check the growth of the central power. 

In Beery, , 1824, Mr. Polk married Miss 
Mary Childress, of Rutherford County, Ten- 
nessee. Had some one then whispered to 
him that he was destined to become Presi- 
dent of the United States, and that he must 
select for his companion one who would 
adorn that distinguished station, he could 
not have made a more fitting choice. She 
was truly a lady of rare beauty and culture. 

In the fall of 1825 Mr. Polk was chosen 
a member of Congress, and was continu. 
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ously re-elected until 1839. He then with- 
drew, only that he might accept the 


vubernatorial chair of his native State. | 


Ile was a warm friend of General Jackson, 
who had been defeated in the electoral 
contest by John Quincy Adams. This 
latter gentleman had just taken his seat in 


the Presidential chair when Mr. Polk took | 


his seat in the House of Representatives. 
He immediately united himself with the 
opponents of Mr. Adams, and was soon 
regarded as the leader of the Jackson party 
in the House. 

The four years of Mr. Adams’ adminis- 
tration passed away, and General Jackson 
took tne Presidential chair. Mr. Polk had 


now become a man of great influence in | 


Congress, ana was chairman of its most 
important committee—that of Ways and 
Means. Eloquently he sustained General 
Jackson in all his measures—in his hostility 
to internal improvements, to the banks, and 
to the tariff. Eight years of General Jack- 
son’s administration passed away, and the 
powers he had wielded passed into the 
hands of Martin Van Buren; and still Mr. 
Polk remained in the House, the advocate 
of that type of Democracy which those 
distinguished men upheld. 

During five sessions of Congress Mr. 
Polk was speaker of the House. He per- 
formed his arduous duties to general satis- 
faction, and a unanimous vote of thanks to 
him was passed by the House as he with- 
drew, March 4, 1839. He was elected 
Governor by a large majority, and took 
the oath of office at Nashville, October 14, 
1839. He was a candidate for re-election 
In 1841, but was defeated. In the mean- 
time wonderful revolution had swept 
over the country. W.H. Harrison,the Whig 
candiaate, had been called to the Presiden- 
tial chair, and in Tennessce'the Whig ticket 
had been carried by over 12,000 majority. 
‘Under these circumstances Mr. Polk's suc- 
cess was hopeless. Still he canvassed the 
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| one time sleeping in the same bed. 
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State with his Whig competitor, Mr. Jones, 


| traveling in the most friendly manner to- 


gether, often in the same carriage, and at 
Mr. 
Jones was elected by 3,000 majority. 

And now the question of the annexation 
of Texas to our country agitated the whole 
land. When this question became national 
Mr. Polk, as the avowed champion of an- 
nexation, became the Presidential candidate 
of the pro-slavery wing of the Democratic 
party, and George M. Dallas their candi- 
date for the Vice-Presidency. They were 
elected by a large majority, and were in- 
augurated March 4, 1845. 

President Polk formed an able cabinet, 
consisting of James Buchanan, Robert J. 
Walker, William L. Marcy, George Ban- 
croft, Cave Johnson and John Y. Mason. 
The Oregon boundary question was settled, 
the Department of the Interior was created, 
the low tariff of 1846 was carried, the 
financial system of the Government was 
reorganized, the Mexican war was con- 
ducted, which resulted in the acquisition of 
California and New Mexico, and had far- 
reaching consequences upon the later fort- 
unes of the republic. Peace was made. 
We had wrested from Mexico’ territory 


| equal to four times the empire of France, 


and five times that of Spain. In the prose- 
cution of this war we expended 20,000 
lives and more than §100,000,000. Of this 
money $15,000,000 were paid to Mexico. 

Declining to seek a renomination, Mr. 
Polk retired from the Presidency March 4, 
1849, when he was succeeded by General 
Zachary Taylor. He retired to Nashville, 
and died there June to, 1849, in the fifty. 
fourth year of hisage. His funeral was at- 
tended the following day, in Nashville, with 
every demonstration of respect. He left 
no children. Without being possessed of 
extraordinary talent, Mr. Polk was a capable 
administrator of public affairs, and irre- 
proachable in private life. 
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LOR, the twelfth 
President of the 
Lipeed: Ss tates, 
1849-50, was born 
in Orange County, 
Virginia, Septem- 
ber. 24, 1784. His father, 
Richard Taylor, was Colo- 
nel of a Virginia regiment 
in the Revolutionary war, 
and removed to Kentucky 
in 1785; purchaséd a large 
plantation near Louisville 
and became an influential cit- 
izen; was a member of the convention that 
framed the Constitution of Kentucky; served 
in both branches of the Legislature; was 
Collector of the port of Louisville under 
President Washington; as a Presidential 
elector, voted for Jefferson, Madison, Mon- 
roe and Clay; died January 19,1829. 
Zachary remained on his father’s planta- 
tion until 1808, in which year (May 3) he 
Was appointed First Lieutenant in the 
Seventh Infantry, to fill a vacancy oc- 
casioned by the death of his elder brother, 
Hancock. Up to this point he had received 
but a limited education. 
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was attacked with yellow fever, with nearly 
fatal termination. In November, 1810, he 
was promoted to Captain, and in the sum- 
mer of 1812 he was in command of Fort 
Harrison, on the left bank of the Wabash 
River, near the present site of Terre Haute, 
his successful defense of which with but a 
handful of men against a large force of 
Indians which had attacked him was one of 
the first marked military achievements of 
the war. He was then brevetted Major, 
and in 1814 promoted to the full rank. 
During the remainder of the war Taylor 
was actively employed on the Western 
frontier. Inthe peace organization of 1815 
he was retained as Captain, but soon after 
resigned and settled near Louisville. In 
May, 1816, however, he re-entered the army 
as Major of the Third Infantry; became 
Lieutenant-Colonel of the Eighth Infantry 
in 1819, and in 1832 attained the Colonelcy 
of the First Prey, of which he had been 
Licutenant-Colonel since 1821. Ondifferent 
occasions he had been called to Washington 
as member of a military board for organiz- 
ing the militia of the Umion, and to aid the 
Government with his knowledge in the 
organization of the Indian Bureau, having 
for many years discharged the duties of 


- Joining his regiment at New Orleans, he | Indian agent over large tracts of Western 


“RET Cee eae © 
fe ay pris § 


— Hither ctor a nieliogaiia bmlontte eavw -TAY TARDE 
of Ores Aodimexvo4 ol .noizcirientenipieh | ddiswt sh HOM 
jes ons ot Inte witgtqsD of biodumorg anu | sdf Jo seSbiee 
fet Wo hanes ai aw od siti lo om | 2578S bosind 
Hardin dl ody Keo deat Pel ots 40, acetal. wid 26 OF Geet 
giuall sete be odfe trary oli tic aes | ewe agnetO nr 
a tnd dite don W-dvisioh tuldesooua id | AoOKDe sagt T / 
fe oe) Semel & denies: nom io lothired iebint att et 
Wp srin-piwr tot HodFhves Led doidy enetbel | ole: env a | 


lo whsinevonlos yeilio husyem devi oda | Insmiport 


hig 9 ton 


aéielé bottersrd wodiccw oH ew oil | hes es dy 
bhiter Untedi or otro, h43) i hes | Dlontaa7t oY boven : 


slyat saw onto avbuiucayt ont yrntl =| ogee beandotug Tae - 
ies ah} ao bevelqrms yovins ary | gltirdionad wa ‘ a 
277018 nOtruinego oempodinl anitegit | 1m Leisereur Bary ‘8 and ai 
iio dete det etoe zn byyivitot eow oll | dads aed ada 

a] 6 lliveivet wen belive bee banyicss | Bers tons 5 0 ne 


‘ es 
ae 
"s af ve 
“? ‘ainist a ahadicieel 


Yrs sit barsinscr sd sovewod Qei ,ylA | eon jp 9M clits er: end de 
omased ; puanial fri'l odd Jo sojnlh en | vob 9 oc, — 1) ik 

Cinwad dubyidt oft lo fonole-tanusruad | 'W Yeroboie 
qolsinso a) bonimgin c¢?74 wi bug 018s ni . mrt A cout wat py hatin Y. 


Mod hind od ttoudw lO. rinste! tri 7 ocd to | 7 o ros ey <a 19 
Moretti nO wnbasule lsnoleD-mtenosuoicl ‘ ale , wt a ll ae 
“loin et ino rin» nr oft ‘c ic b ” mr plck th, vin 

: wl breed qulilie 6 10 vlan eo | oA) i Inewenbahl dele haeoge 
Soi vi a ison 04 erin 
Driv patwen atiw soormmavad) | , 
art wsibal : 


aaa 
a 
. 
tages 
Pitta. 4 e nD 
evo rey a 
ty 
a Ve « ¢ ‘ 
; a 4 - be w \ ; a 
w _ | > es —_ 
ee ty te la Ut oe ee AE 


io a. Sid ‘ey ater 
— Soin. pes! erate 3 

a 2 se ed ne, 
PON Spars segs 


e 


country. He served through the Black 
Hawk war in 1832, and in 1837 was ordered 
to take command in Florida, then the scene 
of war with the Indians. 

In 1846 he was transferred to the com- 
mand of the Army of the Southwest, from 
which he was relieved the same year at his 
own request. Subsequently he was. sta- 
tioned on the Arkansas frontier at Forts 
Gibbon, Smith and Jesup, which latter work 
had been built under his direction in 1822. 

May 28, 1845, he received a dispatch from 
the Secretary of War informing him of the 
receipt of information by the President 
“that Texas would shortly accede to the 
terms of annexation,” in which event he 
was instructed to defend and protect her 
from “foreign invasion and Indian incur- 
sions.” He proceeded, upon the annexation 
of Texas, with about 1,500 men to Corpus 
Christi, where his force was increased to 
some 4,000. 

Taylor was brevetted Major-General May 
28, and a month later, June 29, 1846, his full 
commission to that grade wasissued. After 
needed rest and reinforcement, he advanced 
in September on Monterey, which city ca- 
pitulated after three-days stubborn resist- 
ance. Here he took up his winter quarters. 
The plan for the invasion of Mexico, by 
way of Vera Cruz, with General Scott in 
command, was now determined upon by 
the Govenrment, and at the moment Taylor 
was about to resume active operations, he 
received orders to send the larger part of 
his force to reinforce the army of General 


Scott at Vera Cruz. Though subsequently , 
reinforced by raw recruits, yet after pro- | 
viding a garrison for Monterey and Saltillo | 


he had but about 5,300 effective troops, of 
Which but 500 or 600 were regulars. In 
this weakened condition, however, he was 
destined to achieve his.greatest victory. 
Confidently relying upon his strength at 


rT 3 
Vera Cruz to resist the enemy for a long 


time, Santa Anna directed his entire army 
6 
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against Taylor to overwhelm him, and then 
to return to oppose the advance of Scott’s 
more formidable invasion. The battle of- 
Buena Vista was fought February 22 and 
23, 1847. Taylor received the thanks of 
Congress and a gold medal, and “Old 
Rough and Ready,” the sobriquet given 
him in the army, became a household word. 
He remained in quiet possession of the 
Rio Grande Valley until November, when 
he returned to the United States. 

In the Whig convention which met at 
Philadelphia,June 7, 1848, Taylor was nomi- 
nated on the fourth ballot as candidate of 
the Whig party for President, over Henry 
Clay, General Scott and Daniel Webster. 
In November Taylor received a majority 
of electoral votes, and a popular vote of 
1,360,752, against 1,219,962 for Cass and 
Butler, and 291,342 for Van Buren and 
Adams. General Taylor was inaugurated 
March 4, 1849. 

The free and slave States being then equal 
in number, the struggle for supremacy on 
the part of the leaders in Congress was 
violent and bitter. In the summer of 1849 
California adopted in convention a Consti- 
tution prohibiting slavery within its borders. 
Taylor advocated the immediate admission 
of California with her Constitution, and the 


postponement of the question as to the other 


Territories until they could hold conven- 
tions and decide for themselves whether 
slavery should exist within their borders. 
This policy ultimately prevailed through 
the celebrated “‘Compromise Measures” of 
Henry Clay; but not during the life of the 
brave soldier and patriot statesman. July 
5 he was taken suddenly ill with a bilious 
fever, which proved fatal, his death occur- 
ring July 9, 1850. One of his daughters 
married Colonel W. W. S. Bliss, his Adju- 
tant-General and Chief of Staff in Florida 
and Mexico, and Private Secretary during 
his Presidency. Another daughter was 
married to Jefferson Davis. 
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“ITLLARD FILL.- | eastern bank of the Cayuga Lake. In 1825 


\ MORE, the thir- 


SARC Ses teenth President 
a 3 eee ee of the United 


1 
, States, 1850-3, was 


[ESE “born in Summer 
Pal Re Tele Hall, Caytnga 
aq ti Noh Se = , 

4ice 1 County, New York, Tans 
“ae fs] lat ri 
Sicotim ary 7, 1800. He was of 
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PH es Be New England ancestry, and 


his educational advantages 
were limited. He early 
learned the clothiers’ trade, 
but spent all his leisure time 


<< 
oe) 


48 in study. At nineteen years 
of age he was induced by 


Judge Walter Wood to abandon his trade 
and commence the study of: law. Upon 
learning that the young man was entirely 
destitute of means, he took him into his 
own office and loaned him such money as 
he needed. That he might not be heavily 
burdened with debt, young Fillmore taught 
school during the winter months, and in 
various other ways helped himself along. 

At the age of twenty-three he was ad- 
mitted to the Court of Common Pleas, and 
commenced the practice of his profession 
in the village of Aurora, situated on the 


he married Miss Abigail Powers, daughter 
of Rev. Lemuel Powers, a lady of great 
moral-worth. In1825 he took his seat in 
the House of Assembly of his native State, 


as Representative from Erie County, 
whither he had recently moved. 
Though he had never taken a very 


active part in politics his vote and his sym- 
pathies were with the Whig party. The 
State was then Democratic, but his cour- 
tesy, ability and integrity won the respect 
of his associates. In 1832 he was elected 
toa seat in the United States Congress. 
At the close of his term he returned to his 
law practice, and in two years more he was 
again elected to Congress. 

He now began to have a national reputa: 
tion. His labors were very arduous. To 
draft resolutions in‘the committee room, 
and then to defend them against the most 
skillful opponents on the floor of the House 
requires readiness of mind, mental resources 
and skill in debate such as few possess. 
Weary with these exhausting labors, and 
pressed by the claims of his private affairs, 
Mr. Fillmore wrote a letter to his constitu- 
ents and declined to be a candidate for re- 
election. Notwithstanding this cemmunt- 
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MILLARD 


cation his friends met in convention and 
renominated him by acclamation. Though 
gratified by this proof of their appreciation 
of his labors he adhered to his resolve and 
returned to his home, 

In 1847 Mr. Fillmore was elected to the 
important office of comptroller of the State. 
In entering upon the very responsible duties 


which this situation demanded, it was nec- | 


essary for him to abandon his profession, 
and he removed to the city of Albany. In 
this year, also, the Whigs were looking 
around to find suitable candidates for the 
President. and Vice-President at the ap- 
proaching election, and the names of Zach- 
ary Taylor and Millard Fillmore became 
the rallying cry of the Whigs. On the 4th 
of March, 1849, General Taylor was inaug- 
urated President and Millard Fillmore 
Vice-President of the United States. 

The great question of slavery had as- 
sumed enormous proportions, and pernie- 
ated every subject that was brought before 
Congress. It was evident that the strength 
of our institutions was to be severely tried. 
July 9, 1850, President Taylor died, and, by 
the Constitution, Vice-President Fillmore 
became President of the United States. 
The agitated condition of the country 


brought questions of great delicacy before | 
He was bound by his oath of office | 
| merited. 


him. 
to execute the laws of the United States. 


One of these laws was understood to be, | 
| by the “ Know-Nothing”’ party. 


that if a slave, escaping from bondage, 
should reach a free State, the United States 


| 


was bound to do its utmost to capture him | 


and return him to his master. Most Chris. 


tian men loathed this law. 


President Fill- | 


more felt bound by his oath rigidly to see | 
it enforced. Slavery was organizing armies | 
to invade Cubaas it had invaded Texas, | 


and annex it to the United States. Presi- 
dent Fillmore gave all the influence of his 
exalted station against the atrocious enter- 
prise. 


Mr. Fillmore had serious difficulties to | 


FILLAIORE., 
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contend with, since the opposition had a 
majority in both Houses. He did every- 
thing in his power to conciliate the South, 
but the pro-slavery party in that section 
felt the inadequency of all measures of tran. 
sient conciliation. The population of the 
free States was so rapidly increasing over 
that of the slave States, that it was inevita- 
ble that the power of the Government 
should soon pass into the hands of the free 
States. The famous compromise measures 
were adopted under Mr. Fillmore’s admin- 
istration, and the Japan expedition was 
sent out. 

March 4, 1853, having served one term, 
President Fillmore retired from office. He 
then took a long tour through the South, 
where he met with quite an enthusiastic 
reception. Ina speech at Vicksburg, al- 
luding to the rapid growth of the country, 
he said: 

“Canada is knocking for admission, and 
Mexico would be glad to come in, and 
without saying whether it would be right 
or wrong, we stand with open arms to re- 
ceive them; for it is the manifest destiny of 
this Government to embrace the whole 
North American Continent.” 

In 1855 Mr. Fillmore went to Europe 
where he was received with those marked 
attentions which his position and character 
Returning to this country in 
1856 he was nominated for the Presidency 
Mr. Bu- 
chanan, the Democratic candidate was 
the successful competitor. Mr. Fillmore 
ever aiterward lived in retirement. Dur- 
ing the conflict of civil war he was mostly 
silent. It was generally supposed, how- 
ever, that hissympathy was with the South- 
ern Confederacy. He kept aloof from the 
conflict without any words of cheer to the 
one party or the other. For this reason 
he was forgotten by both. He died of 
paralysis, in Buffalo, New York, March 8, 
1874. 
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S47 RANKLIN PIERCE, 
- the fourteenth Presi- 
dent of the United 


States, was bern in 
Hillsborough, New 


Hampshire, Novem- 

ber 23, 1804. His 
father, Governor 
Benjamin Pierce, was a Rev- 
olutionary soldier, a man of 
rigid integrity ; was for sev- 
: ¥ eral years in the State Legis- 
&vy-8% lature, a member of the Gov- 
“ =~ ernor’s council and a General 

of the militia. 

Franklin was the sixth of eight children. 
As a boy he listened eagerly to the argu- 
ments of his father, enforced by strong and 
ready utterance and earnest gesture. It 
was in the days of intense political excite- 
ment, when, all over the New England 
States, Federalists and Democrats were ar- 
rayed so fiercely against each other. 

In 1820 he entered Bowdoin College, at 
Brunswick, Maine, and graduated in 1824, 
and commenced the study of law in the 
office of Judge Woodbury, a very distin- 
guished lawyer, and in 1827 was admitted 
tothe bar. He practiced with great success 
in Hillsborough and Concord. He served 


in the State Legislature four years, the last 
two of which he was chosen Speaker of the 
House by a very large vote. 

In +833 he was elected a member of Con- 
gress. In1837 he was elected to the United 
States Senate, just as Mr. Van Buren com- 
menced his administration. 

In 1834 he married Miss Jane Means 
Appleton, a lady admirably fitted to adorn 
every station with which her husband was 
honored. Three sons born to them all 
found an early grave. 

Upon his accession to office, President 
Polk appointed Mr. Pierce Attorney-Gen- 
eral of the United States, but the offer was 
declined in consequence of numerous pro- 
fessional engagements at home and the 
precarious state of Mrs. Pierce’s health. 
About the same time he also declined the 
nomination for Governor by the Demo- 
cratic party. : 

The war with Mexico called Mr. Pierce 
intothearmy. Receiving the appointment 
of Brigadier-General, he embarked with a 
portion of his troops at Newport, Rhode 
Island, May 27, 1847. He served during 
this war, and distinguished himself by his 
bravery, skill and excellent judgment. 
When he reached his home in his native 
State he was enthusiastically received 
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FRANKLIN PIERCE, 


the advocates of the war, and coldly by its 
opponents. He resumed the practice of his 
profession, frequently taking an active part 
in political questions, and giving his sup- 
port to the pro-slavery wing of the Demo- 
cratic party. 

June 12, 1852, the Democratic convention 
met in Baltimore to nominate a candidate 
for the Presidency. For four days they 


continued in session, and in thirty-five bal- | 


lotings no one had received the requisite 
two-thirds vote. Not a vote had been 
thrown thus far for General Pierce. Then 
the Virginia delegation brought forward 
his name. There were fourteen more bal- 
lotings, during which General Pierce 
gained strength, until, at the forty-ninth 
ballot, he received 282 votes, and all other 
candidates eleven. 
was the Whig candidate. General Pierce 
was elected with great unanimity. Only 
four States—Vermont, Massachusetts, Ken- 
tucky and Tennessee—cast their electoral 
votes against him. March 4, 1853, he was 
inaugurated President of the United States, 
and William R. King, Vice-President. 
President Pierce’s cabinet consisted of 
William S. Marcy, James Guthrie, Jefferson 
Davis, James C. Dobbin, Robert McClel- 
land, James Campbell and Caleb Cushing. 
At the demand of slavery the Missouri 
Compromise was repealed, and all the Ter- 
ritories of the Union were thrown open to 
slavery. The Territory of Kansas, west of 
Missouri, was settled by emigrants mainly 
from the North. According to law, they 
were about to meet and decide whether 
slavery or freedom should be the law of 
that realm. Slavery in and 
other Southern States rallied her armed 
legions, marched them into Kansas, took 
possession of the polls, drove away the 
citizens, deposited their own votes by 
handfuls, went through the farce of count- 
ing them, and then declared that, by an 
overwhelming majority, slavery was estab- 


Missouri 


General Winfield Scott | 


aa 


lished in Kansas. These facts nobody 
denied, and yet President Pierce’s adminis- 
tration felt bound to respect the decision 
obtained by such votes. The citizens of 
Kansas, the majority of whom were free- 
State men, met in convention and adopted 
the following resolve: 

“Resolved, That the body of men who, 
for the past two months, have been passing 
laws for the people of our Territory, 
moved, counseled and dictated to by the 
demagogues of other States, are to us a 
foreign body, representing only the lawless 
invaders who elected them, and not the 
people of this Territory; that we repudiate 
their action as the monstrous consummation 
of an act of violence, usurpation and fraud 
unparalleled in the history of the Union.” 
~ The free-State people of Kansas also sent 
a petition to the General Government, im- 
ploring its protection. In reply the Presi- 
dent issued a proclamation, declaring that 
Legislature thus created must be recog- 
nized as the legitimate Legislature of Kan- 
sas, and that its laws were binding upon 
the people, and that, if necessary, the whole 
force of the Governmental arm would be 
put forth to inforce those laws. 

James Buchanan succeeded him in the 
Presidency, and, March 4, 1857, President 
Pierce retired to his home in Concord, 
New Hampshire. When the Rebcllion 
burst forth Mr. Pierce remained steadfast 
to the principles he had always cherished, 


| and gave his sympathies to the pro-slavery 


party, with which he had ever been allied. 
He declined to do anything, either by 
voice or pen, to strengthen the hands ot 
the National Government. He resided in 
Concord until his death, which occurred in 
October, 1869. Tle was one of the most 
genial and social of men, generous to 
a fault, and contributed liberally of his 
moderate means for the alleviation of suf- 


fering and want. He was an honored 


| communicant of the Episcopal ehurch. 
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sa "| Hess United States, 1857-61, 
i oS was born in Franklin 
Tage 3 County, Pennsylvania, 
IAN Vet AO the 23 47o1.)' she 
a fa place where his father’s 
ee Ni cabin stood was called 
Ala Stony Batter, and it was 
| fer situated in a wild, romantic 
wei spot, ina gorge of mount- 


ains, with towering sum- 

mits rising all around. He 

was of Irish ancestry, his 

father having emigrated in- 
1783, with very little prop- 
erty, save his own strong arms. 

James remained in his secluded home for 
eight years enjoying very few social or 
intellectual advantages. His parents were 
industrious, frugal, prosperous and intelli- 
gent. In 1799 his father removed to Mer- 
cersburg, where James was placed in 
school and commenced a course in English, 
Greek and Latin. His progress was rapid 
and ini8o1 he entered Dickinson College 
at Carlisle. Here he took his stand among 
the first scholars in the institution, and was 
able to master the most abstruse subjects 
with facility. In 1809 he graduated with 
the highest honors in his class. 

He was then eighteen years of age, tall, 
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fond of 


an unerring shot and en- 


graceful and in vigorous health, 
athletic sports, 


| livened with an exuberant flow of animal 


spirits. He immediately commenced the 
study of law in the city of Lancaster, and 
was admitted to the bar in 1812. He rose 
very rapidly in his profession and at once 
took undisputed stand with the ablest law- 
yers of the State. When but twenty-six 
years of age, unaided by counsel, he suc- 
cessfully defended before the State Senate 
one of the Judges of the State, who was 
tried upon articles of impeachment. At 
the age of thirty it was generally admitted 
that he stood at the head of the bar, and 
there was no lawyer in the State who had 
a more extensive or lucrative practice. 

In 1812, just after Mr. Buchanan had 
entered upon the practice of the law, our 
second war with England occurred. With 
all his powers he sustained the Govern- 
ment, eloquently urging the rigorous: pros- 
ecution of the war; and even enlisting as a 
private soldier to assist in repelling the 
British, who had sacked Washington and 
were threatening Baltimore. He was at 
that time a Federalist, but when the Con- 
stitution was adopted by both parties, 
Jefferson truly said, “We are all Federal- 
ists: we areall Republicans.” 

The opposition of the Federalists to the 
war with England, and the alien and _ sedi- 
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FAMES BUCHANAN. 


tion laws of John Adams, brought the party 
into dispute, and the name of Federalist 
becamea reproach. Mr. Buchanan almost 
-immediately upon entering Congress began 
to incline more and more to the Repub- 
licans. In the stormy Presidential election 
of 1824, in which Jackson, Clay, Crawford 
and John Quincy Adams were candidates, 
Mr. Buchanan espoused the cause of Gen- 
eral Jackson and unrelentingly opposed the 
administration of Mr. Adams. 

Upon his elevationto the Presidency, 
General Jackson appointed Mr. Buchanan, 
minister to Russia. Upon his returnin 1833 
he was elected to a seat in the United States 
Senate. He there met as his associates, 
Webster, Clay, Wright and Calhoun. He 
advoeated the measures proposed by Presi- 
dent Jackson of making reprisals against 
rrance, and defended the course of the Pres- 
ident in his unprecedented and wholesale 
removals from office of those who were not 
the supporters of his administration. Upon 
this question he was brought into direct col- 
lision with Henry Clay. In the discussion 
of the question respecting the admission of 
Michigan and Arkansas into the Union, Mr. 
‘Buchanan defined his position by saying: 

« The older I grow, the more I am in- 
clined to be what is called a State-rights 
man.” 

M. de Tocqueville, in his renowned work 
upon “ Democracy in America,” foresaw 
the trouble wnich was inevitable from the 
doctrine of State sovereignty as held by 
Calhoun and Buchanan. He was _ con- 
vinced that the National Government was 
losing that strength which was essential 
to its own existence, and that the States 
were assuming powers which threatened 
the perpetuity of the Union. Mr. Buchanan 
received the book in the Senate and de- 
clared the fears of De Tocqueville to be 
groundless, and yet he lived to sit in the 
Presidential chair and see State after State, 
in accordance with his own views of State 
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rights, breaking from the Union, thus 
crumbling our Republic into ruins; while 
the unhappy old man folded his arms in 
despair, declarirg that the National Consti- 
tutioninvested him with no power to arrest 
the destruction. 

Upon Mr. Polk’s accession to the Presi- 
dency, Mr. Buchanan became Secretary of 
State, and as such took his share of the 
responsibility in the conduct of the Mexi- 
can war. At the close of Mr. Polk’s ad- 
ministration, Mr. Buchanan retired to pri- 
vate life; but his intelligence, and his great 
ability as a statesman, enabled him to exert 
a powerful influence in National affairs. 

Mr. Pierce, upon his election to the 
Presidency, honored Mr. Buchanan with 
the mission to England. Inthe year 1856 
the National Democratic convention nomi- 
nated Mr. Buchanan for the Presidency. 
The political conflict was one of the most 
severe In which our country has ever en- 
gaged. On the 4th of March, 1857, Mr. 
Buchanan was inaugurated President. His 
cabinet were Lewis Cass, Howell Cobb, 
J. B. Floyd, Isaac Toucey, Jacob Thomp.- 
son, A. V. Brown and J. S. Black. 

The disruption of the Democratic party, 
in consequence of the manner in which the 
issue of the nationality of slavery was 
pressed by the Southern wing, occurred at 
the National convention, held at Charleston 
in April, 1860, for the nomination of Mr. 
Buchanan’s successor, when the majority 
of Southern delegates withdrew upon the 
passage of a resolution declaring that the 
constitutional status of slavery should be 


determined by the Supreme Court. 


In the next Presidential canvass Abra- 
ham Lincoln was nominated by the oppo- 
nents of Mr. Buchanan’s administration. 
Mr. Buchanan remained in Washington 
long enough to see his successor installed 
and then retired to his home in Wheatland. 
Hedied June 1, 1868, aged seventy-seven 
years. 
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=e BRAHAM LIN- | tify them with the New England family of 


COLN, the sixteenth 
anes President of jthe 
‘sal United States, 1861-’5, 


hop was born February 
RE Sine g i ae 
FAV 12, 1809, in Larue 


(then Hardin) County, 
Kentucky, in a cabin on Nolan 


Hewm Creek, three miles west of 
aytet  Hudgensville. His parents 
op eas T 
lene were Thomas and Nancy 
Pee : - 
¢ a (Hanks) Lincoln. Of his <an- 
tay cestry and early years the little 
—> \ ss F y Ed iA 
Yer | that is known may best be 


given in his own language: “ My 
parents were both born in Virginia, of un- 
distinguished families—second aie 2S, per- 
haps I should say. My mother, who died 
in my tenth year, was of a family of the 
name of Hanks, some of whom now remain 
in Adams, and others in Macon County, 
Illinois. My paternal zrandfather, Abra- 
ham Lincoln, emigrated from Rockbridge 
County, Virginia, to Kentucky in 1781 or 
1782, where, a year or two later, he was 
killed by Indians—not in battle, but by 
stealth, when he was laboring to open a 
farm in the forest. His ancestors, who were 
Quakers, went to Virginia from Berks 
‘County, Pennsylvania. An effort to iden- 


the same name ended in nothing more defi- 
nite than a similarity of Christian names in 
both families, such as Enoch, Levi, Mor- 
decai, Solomon, Abraham and the like. 
My father, at the death of his father, was 
but six years of age, and he grew up, liter- 
ally, without education. He removed from 
Kentucky to what is now Spencer County,' 
Indiana, in my eighth year. We reached 
our new home about the time the State came 
into the Union. It was a wild region, with 
bears and other wild animals still in the 
woods. There I grew to manhood. 
“There were some schools, so called, but 
no qualification was ever required of a 
teacher beyond ‘ readin’, writin’, and cipher- 
in’ to the rule of three.’ If a straggler, sup- 
posed to understand Latin, happened to 
sojourn in the neighborhood, he was looked 
upon as a wizard. There was absolutely 
nothing to excite ambition for education. 
Of course, when I came of age I did not 
know much. — Still, somehow, I could read, 
write and cipher to the rule of three, and 
that was all. I have not been to school 
since. The little advance I now have upon 
this store of education I have picked up 
from time to time under the pressure of 


necessity. I was raised to farm-work, which 
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ABRAHA 


I continued till IT was twenty-two. 
twenty-one I came to Illinois and Eee 
the first year in Macon County. Then I got 
to New Salem, at that time in Sangamon; 
now in Menard County, where I remained 
a year as a sort of clerk in a store. 

“Then came the Black Hawk war, and I 
was elected a Captain of volunteers—a suc- 
cess which gave me more pleasure than any 
I have had since. I went the campaign, 
was elated; ran for the Legislature the 
same year (1832) and was beaten, the only 
time I have ever been beaten by the people. 
The next and three succeeding biennial 
elections I was elected to the Legislature, 
and was never a candidate afterward. 

“During this legislative period I had 


studied law, and removed to Springfield to | 


practice it. In 1846 I was elected to the 
Lower House of Congress; was not a can- 
didate for re-election. From 1849 to 1854, 
inclusive, I practiced the law more assid- 
uously than ever before. Always a Whig 
in politics, and generally on the Whig elec- 
toral tickets, making active canvasses, I was 
losing interest in politics, when the repeal 
of the Missouri Compromise roused me 
again. What I have done since is pretty 
well known.” 

The early residence of Lincoln in Indi- 
ana was sixteen miles north of the Ohio 
River, on Little Pigeon Creek, one and a 
half miles east of Gentryville, within the 
present township of Carter. Here his 


M TEIN COLN, 


At | 
| 


mother died October 5, 1818, and the next | 
year his father married Mrs. Sally (Bush) . 


Johnston, of Elizabethtown, Kentucky. She 
was an affectionate foster-parent, to whom 


| spenker.” 


Abraham was indebted for his first encour- | 


agement to study. 
reader, and the few books owned in the 
Vicinity were many times perused. He 
worked frequently for the neighbors as a 
farm laborer; was for some time clerk ina 
store at Gentryville; and became famous 


throughout that region for his athletic 
Pd % 


He became an eager | 


date for the Legislature 


oA 


powers, his fondness for argument, his in- 
exhaustible fund of humerous anecdote, as 
well as for mock oratory and the composi- 
tion of rude satirical verses. In 1828 he 
made a trading voyage to New Orleans as 
“bow-hand’”’ on a flatboat; removed to 
Illinois in 1830; helped his father build a 
log house and clear a farm on the north 
fork of Sangamon River, ten miles west of 
Decatur, and was for some time employed 
in splitting rails for the feuces—a fact which 
was prominently brought forward for a 
political purpose thirty years later. 

In the spring of 1851 he, with two of his 
relatives, was hired to build a flatboat on 
the Sangamon River and navigate it to 
New Orleans. The boat “stuck” on a 
mill-dam, and was got off with great labor 
through an ingenious mechanical device 
which some years later led to Lincoln’s 
taking out a patent for ‘“an improved 
method for lifting vessels over shoals.” 
This voyage was memorable for another 
reason—the sight of slaves chained, mal- 
treated and flogged at New Orleans was 
the origin of his deep convictions upon the 
slavery question. 

Returning from this voyage he became a 
resident for several years at New Salem, a 
recently settled village on the Sangamon, 
where he was successively a clerk, grocer, 
surveyor and postmaster, and acted as pilot 
to the first steamboat that ascended the 
Sangamon. Here he studied law, inter- 
ested himself in local politics after his 
return from the Black Hawk war, 
became known as an effective “stump- 
The subject of his first political 
speech was the improvement of the channel 
of the Sangamon, and the chief ground on 
which he announced himself (1832) a candi- 


and 


was his advocacy 
of this popular measure, on which subject 
his practical experience made him the high. 
est authority. 

Elected to the Legislature in 1834 as a 
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cay Abe Sa ear td lec ele Se 
“Henry Clay Whig,” he rapidly acquired | 1q Douglas in the Illinois Legislature and be. 


that command of language and that homely 
but forcible rhetoric which, added to his 
intimate knowledge of the people from 
which he sprang, “meade him more than a 
match in debate for his few well-educated 
opponents. 

Admitted to the bar in 1837 he soon 
established himself at Springfield, where 
the State capital was located in 1839, 
jargely through his influence; became a 
successful pleader in the State, Circuit and 
District Courts; married in 1842 a lady be- 
longing to a prominent family in Lexington, 
Kentucky; took an active part in the Pres- 
idential campaigns of 1840 and 1844 as 
candidate for elector on the Harrison and 
Clay tickets, and in 1846 was elected tothe 
United States House of Representatives 
over the celebrated Peter Cartwright. 
During his single term in Congress he did 
not attain any prominence. 

He voted for the reception of anti-slavery 
petitions for the abolition of the slave trade 
in the District of Columbia and for the 
Wilmot proviso; but was chiefly remem- 
bered for the stand he took against the 
Mexican war. For several years there- 
after he took comparatively little interest 
in politics, but gained a leading position at 
the Springfield bar. Two or three non- 
political lectures and an eulogy on Henry 
Clay (1852) added nothing to his reputation. 

In 1854 the repeal of the Missouri 
Compromise by the Kansas-Nebraska act 
aroused Lincoln from his indifference, and 
in attacking that measure he had the i1m- 
mense advantage of knowing perfectly well 
the motives and the record of its author, 


Stephen A. Douglas, of Ilinois, then popu- | 


larly designated as the “ Little Giant.” 
latter came to Springfield in October, 1854, 
on the occasion of the State Fair, to vindi- 

cate his policy in the Senate, and the “ Anti- 
Nebraska” Whigs, remembering that Lin- 


The | ried on at all the principal towns of Illinois 


fore the Springfield Courts, engaged hin 


to improvise a reply. This speech, in the 
opinion of those who heard it, was one of 
the greatest efforts of Lincoln’s life; cer. 
tainly the most effective in his whole career, 
It took the audience by storm, and from 
that moment it was felt that Douglas had 
met his match. Lincoln was accor dingly 

selected as the Anti-Nebraska candidate sfor 
the United States Senate in place of General 
Shields, whose term expired March 4, 185; 
and led to several ballots; but Trumbul! 
was ultimately chosen. 

The second conflict on the soil of Kan- 
sas, which Lincoln had predicted, soon be- 
gan. The result was the disruption of the 
Whig and the formation of the Republican 
party. At the Bloomington State Conven- 
tion in 1856, where the new party first 
assumed form in Illinois, Lincoln made an 
impressive address, in which for the first 
time he took distinctive ground against 
slavery in itself. 

At the National Republican Convention 
at Philadelphia, June 17, after the nomi- 
nation of Fremont, Lincoln was put for- 
ward by the Illinois delegation for the 
Vice-Presidency, and received on the first 
ballot 110 votes against 259 for William L 
Dayton. Hetooka prominent part in the 
canvass, being on the electoral ticket. 

In 1858 Lincoln was unanimously nomi- 
nated by the Republican State Convention 
as its candidate for the United States Senate 
in place of Douglas, and in his speech oi 
acceptance used the celebrated illustration 
of a “house divided against itself”’ 
slavery question, which was, perhaps, the 
cause of his defeat. The great debate car- 


on thie 


between Lincoln and Douglas as rival Sena- 
torial candidates resulted at the time in the 
election of the latter; but being widely cir- 
culated as a campaign document, it fixed 


coln had often measured his strength with | the attention of the country upon the 
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. ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 


former, as the clearest and most convinc- 
ing exponent of Republican doctrine. 

Early in 1859 he began to be named in 
Illinois as a suitable Republican candidate 
for the Presidential campaign of the ensu- 
ing year, and a political address delivered 
at the Cooper Institute, New York, Febru- 
ary 27, 1860, followed by similar speeches 
at New Haven, Hartford and elsewhere in 
New England, first made him known to the 
Eastern States in the light by which he had 
long been regarded at home. By the Re- 
publican State Convention, which met at 
Decatur, Illinois, May g and 10, Lincoln 
was unanimously endorsed for the Presi- 
dency. It was on this occasion that two 
rails, said to have been split by his hands 
thirty years before, were brought into the 
convention, and the incident contributed 
much to his popularity. The National 
Republican Convention at Chicago, after 
spirited efforts made in favor of Seward, 
Chase and Bates, nominated Lincoln for 
the Presidency, with Hannibal Hamlin 
for Vice-President, at the same time adopt- 
ing a vigorous anti-slavery platform. 

The Democratic party having been dis- 
organized and presenting two candidates, 
Douglas and Breckenridge, and the rem- 
nant of the “ American” party having put 


forward John Bell, of Tennessee, the Re- | 
publican victory was an easy one, Lincoln | 


being elected November 6 by a large plu- 
rality, comprehending nearly all the North- 
ern States, but none of the Southern. The 
secession of South Carolina and the Gulf 


States was the immediate result, followed, 


a few months later by that of the border 
slave States and the outbreak of the great 
civil war. 

The life of Abraham Lincoln became 
thenceforth merged in the history of his 
country. None of the details of the vast 
conflict which filled the remainder of Lin- 
coln’s life can here be given. Narrowly 
escaping assassination by avoiding Balti- 


| 


89 


more on his way to the capital, he reached 
Washington February 23, and was inaugu- 
rated President of the United States March 
4, 1861. 

In his inaugural address he said: “ I hold, 
that in contemplation of universal law and 
the Constitution the Union of these States is 
perpetual. Perpetuity is implied if not ex- 
pressed in the fundamental laws of all na- 
tional governments. It is safe to assert 
that no government proper ever had a pro- 
vision in its organic law for its own termi- 
nation. I therefore consider that in view 
of the Constitution and the laws, the Union 
is unbroken, ahd to the extent of my ability 
] shall take care, as the Constitution en- 
joins upon me, that the laws of the United 
States be extended in all the States. In 
doing this there need be no bloodshed or vio- 
lence, and there shall be none unless it be 
forced upon the national authority. The 
power conferred to me will be used to hold, 
occupy and possess the property and places 
belonging to the Government, and to col- 
lect the duties and imports, but beyond 
what may be necessary for these objects 
there will be no invasion, no using of force 
against or among the people anywhere. In 
your hands, my dissatisfied fellow-country- 
men, is the momentous issue of civil war. 
The Government will not assail you. You 
can have noconflict without being your- 
selves the aggressors. You have no oath 
registered in heaven to destroy the Gov- 
ernment, while I shall have the most sol- 
emn one to preserve, protect and defend 
at 

He called to his cabinet his principal 
rivals for the Presidential nomination — 
Seward, Chase, Cameron and Bates; se- 
cured the co-operation of the Union Demo- 
crats, headed by Douglas; called out 75,000 
militia from the several States upon the first 
tidings of the bombardment of Fort Sumter, 
April 15; proclaimed a blockade of the 
Southern posts April 19; called an extra 
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session of Congress for July 4, from which 
he asked and obtained 400,000 men and 
$400,000,000 for the war; placed McClellan 
at the head of the Federal army on General 
Scott’s resignation, October 31; appointed 
Edwin M. Stanton Secretary of War, Jan- 
uary 14, 1862, and September 22, 1862, 
issued a proclamation declaring the free- 
dom of all slaves in the States and parts of 
States then in rebellion from and after 
January 1, 1863.) This was the crowning 
‘act of Lincoln’s career—the act by which 
he will be chiefly known through all future 
time—and it decided the war. 

October 16, 1863, President Lincoln called 
for 300,000 volunteers to replace those 
whose term of enlistment had expired; 


made a celebrated and touching, though 
brief, address at the dedication of the 


Gettysburg military cemetery, November 
19, 1863; commissioned Ulysses S. Grant 
Lieutenant-General and Commander-in- 
Chief of the armies of the United States, 
March 9, 1864; was re-elected President in 
November of the same year, by a large 
majority over General McClellan, with 
Andrew Johnson, of Tennessee, as Vice- 
President; delivered a very remarkable ad- 
dress at his second inauguration, March 4, 
1865; visited the army before Richmond the 
same month; entered the capital of the Con- 
federacy the day after its fall, and upon the 
surrender of General Robert E. Lee’s army, 
April 9, was actively engaged in devising 
generous plans for the reconstruction of the 
Union, when, on the eveningtof Good Fri- 
day, April 14, he was shot in his box at 


Ford's Theatre, Washington, by John Wilkes | 


Booth, a fanatical actor, and expired early 
on the following morning, April 15. Al- 
most simultaneously a murderous attack 
was made upon William H. Seward, Secre- 
tary of State. 


At noon on the 15th of April Andrew 


Johnson assumed the Presidency, and active 
measures were taken which resulted in the 
death of Booth and the execution of his 
principal accomplices. 

The funeral of President Lincoln was 
conducted with unexampled solemnity and 
magnificence. Impressive services were 
held in Washington, after which the sad 
procession proceeded over the same route 
he had traveled four years before, from 
Springfeld to Washington. In Philadel- 
phia his body lay in state in Independence 
Hall, in which he had declared before his 
firstinauguration “that I would sooner be 
assassinated than to give up the principles 
of the Declaration of Independence.” He 
was buried at Oak Ridge Cemetery, near 
Springfield, Ilinois, on May 4, where a 
monument emblematic of the emancipation 
of the slaves and the restoration of the 
Union mark his resting place. 

The leaders and citizens of the expiring 
Confederacy expressed genuine indignation 
at the murder of.a generous political adver- 
sary. Foreign nations took part in mourn- 
ing the death of a statesman who had proved 
himself a true representative of American 
nationality. The freedmen of the South 
almost worshiped the memory of their de- 
liverer; and the general sentiment of the 
great Nation he had saved awarded hima 
place in its affections, second only to that 
held by Washington. 

The characteristics of Abraham Lincoln 
have been familiarly known throughout the 
civilized world. His tall, gaunt, ungainly 
figure, homely countenance, and his shrewd 
mother-wit, shown in his celebrated con- 
versations overflowing in humorous and 
pointed anecdote, combined with an accu- 
rate, intuitive appreciation of the questions 
of the time, are recognized as forming the 
best type of a period of American history 
now rapidly passing away. 
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dent of fhe United 
States, 1865-'9, was 
born at Raleigh, 
5 North Carolina, De- 
Give cém ber 20, 1808. 
His father died when 
he was four years old, and in 


23. his eleventh year he was ap- 

| é se! 

SS, prenticed toatalor. He nev- 

(fees er attended school, and did 
£ ee not learn to read until late in 
a his apprenticeship, when he 
weer suddenly acquired a passion for 


obtaining knowledge, and devoted 
all his spare time to reading. 

After working two years as a journey- 
man tailor at Lauren’s Court-House, South 
Carolina, he removed, in 1826, to Green- 
ville, Tennessee, where he worked at his 


trade and married. Under his wife’s in- 


the seventeenth oe 
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structions he made rapid progress in his | 


education, and manifested such an intelli- 


gent interest in local politics as to be 
elected as “ workingmen’s candidate” al- 


or 
> 


derman, in 1828, and mayor in 1830, bein 

twice re-elected to each office. 
During this period he cultivated his tal- 

ents as.a public speaker by taking part ina 


| Tennessee delegation to 


po 


co a 


WEY y. 
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Se eto ea 


Pose 
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debating society, consisting largely of stu- 
dents of Greenville College. In 1835, and 
again in 1839, he was chosen to the lower 
house of the Legislature, as a Democrat. 
In 1841 he was elected State Senator, and 
in 1843, Representative in Congress, being 
re-elected four successive periods, until 
1853, when he was chosen Governor of 
Tennessee. In Congress he supported the 
administrations of Tyler and Polk in their 
chief measures, especially the annexation 
of Texas, the adjustment of the Oregon 
boundary, the Mexican war, and the tariff 
of 1846. 

In 1855 Mr. Johnson was re elected Gov- 
ernor, and in 1857 entered the United 
States Senate, where he was conspicuous 
as an advocate of retrenchment and of the 
Homestead bill, and as an opponent of the 
Pacific Railroad. He was supported by the 
the Democratic 
convention in 1860 fgr the Presidential 
nomination, and lent his influence to the 
Breckenridge wing of that party. 

When the election of Lincoln had 
brought about the first attempt at secession 
in December, 1860, Johnson took in the 
Senate a firm attitude for the Union, and 
in May, 1861, on returning to Tennessee, 
he was in imminent peril of suffering from 
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popular violence for his loyalty to the “ old 
flag.” 


the following winter was very active in or- 
ganizing relief for the destitute loyal refu- 
gees from that region, hisown family being 
among those compelled to leave. 

By his course inthis crisis Johnson came 
prominently before the Northern public, 
and when in March, 1862, he was appointed 
by President Lincoln military Governor of 
Tennessee, with the rank of Brigadier-Gen- 
eral, he increased in popularity by the vig- 


orous and successful manner in which he | 
labored to restore order, protect Union | 
On the ap.- | 


men and punish marauders. 
proach of the Presidential campaign of 1864, 
the termination of the war being plainly 
foreseen, and several Southern States being 


partially reconstructed, it was felt that the | 


Vice-Presidency should be given toa South- 
ern man of conspicuous loyalty, and Gov- 


ernor Johnson was elected on the same | 


platform and ticket as President Lincoln; 
and on the assassination of the latter suc- 
ceeded to the Presidency, April 15, 1865. 
Ina public speech two days later he said: 
“The American people must be taught, if 
they do not already feel, that treason isa 
crime and must be punished; that the Gov- 
ernment will not always bear with its ene- 


mies; that it is strong, not only to protect, | 


but to punish. In our peaceful history 
treason has been almost unknown. The 


people must understand that it is the black- | 


est of crimes, and will be punished.” He 
then added the ominous sentence: “ In re- 
gard to my future course, I make no prom- 
ises, no pledges.” President Johnson re- 


tained the cabinet of Lincoln, and exhibited | 
considerable severity toward traitors in his | 


earlicr acts and speeches, but he soon inaug- 
urated a policy of reconstruction, proclaim- 
ing a general amnesty to the late Confeder- 
ates, and successively establishing provis- 
ional Governments in the Southern States. 


He was the leader of the Loyalists’ | 
convention of East Tennessee, and during | 
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These States accordingly claimed represen. 
tation in Congress in the following Decem. 
ber, and the momentous question of what 
should be the policy of the victorious Union 
toward its late armed opponents was forced 
upon that body. 

Two considerations impelled the Repub. 
lican majority to reject the policy of Presi, 
dent Johnson: First, an apprehension that 
the chief magistrate intended to undo the re. 
sults of the war in regard to slavery; and,sec- 
ond, the sullenattitude of the South, which 
seemed to be plotting to regain the policy 
which arms had lost. The credentials of the 
Southern members elect were laid on the 
table, a civil rights billanda bill extending 
the sphere of the Freedmen’s Bureau were 
passed over the executive veto, and the two 
highest branches of the Government were 
soon in open antagonism. The action of 
Congress was characterized by the Presi- 
dent as a “new rebellion.” In July the 
cabinet was reconstructed, Messrs. Randall, 
Stanbury and Browning taking the places 
of Messrs. Denison, Speed and Harlan, and 
an unsuccessful attempt was made by 
means of a general convention in Philadel- 
phia to form a new party on the basisof the 
administration policy. 

Inan excursion to Chicago for the pur- 
pose of laying a corner-stone of the monu- 
ment to Stephen A. Douglas, President 
Johnson, accompanied by several members 
of the cabinet, passed through Philadelphia, 
New York and Albany, in each of which 
cities, and in other places along the route, 
he made speeches justifying and explaining 
his own policy, and,violently denouncing 
the action of Congress. 

August 12, 1867, President Johnson re- 
moved the Secretary of War, replacing 
him by General Grant. Secretary Stanton 
retired under protest, based upon the ten- 
ure-of-office act which had been passed the 
preceding March. The President then ts- 
sued a proclamation declaring the insurrec- 
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tion at an end, and that “ peace, order, tran- 
quility and civil authority existed in and 
throughout the United States.” 


was published September 7, relieving nearly 
all the participants in the late Rebellion 
from the disabilities thereby incurred, on 


condition of taking the oath to support the | 


Constitution and the laws. 

In December Congress refused to confirm 
the removal of Secretary Stanton, who 
thereupon resumed the exercise of his of- 
fice; but February 21, 1868, President 
Johnson again attempted to remove him, 
appointing General Lorenzo Thomas in his 
place. Stanton refused to vacate his post, 
and was sustained by the Senate. 

February 24 the House of Representa- 
tives voted to impeach the President for 
“high crime and misdemeanors,” and March 
5 presented eleven articles of impeachment 
on the ground of his resistance to the exe- 
cution of the acts of Congress, alleging, in 
addition to the offense lately committed, 
his public expressions of contempt for Con- 
gress, in “certain intemperate, inflamma- 
tory and scandalous harangues” pronounced 
in August and September, 1866, and there- 
after declaring that the Thirty-ninth Con- 
gress of the United States was not a 
competent legislative body, and denying 


Another | 
proclamation enjoined obedience to the. 
Constitution and the laws, and an amnesty | 


its power to propose Constitutional amend- | 


ments. March 23 the impeachment trial 
began, the President appearing by counsel, 
and resulted in acquittal, the vdéte lacking 
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one of the two-thirds vote required for 
conviction. 

The remainder of President Johnson's 
term of office was passed without any such 
conflicts as might have been anticipated. 
He failed to obtain a nomination for re- 
election by the Democratic party, though 
receiving sixty-five votes on the first ballot. 
July 4 and December 25 new proclamations 
of pardon to the participants in the late 
Rebellion were issued, but were of little 
effect. On the accession of General Grant 
to the Presidency, March 4, 1869, Johnson 
returned to Greenville, Tennessee. Unsuc- 
cessful in 1870 and 1872 as a candidate re- 
spectively for United States Senator and 
Representative, he was finally elected to the 
Senate in 1875, and took his seat in the extra 
session of March, in which his speeches 
were comparatively temperate. He died 
July 31, 1875, and was buried at Green- 
ville. 

President Johnson’s administration was a 
peculiarly unfortunate one. That he should 
so soon become involved in bitter feud with 
the Republican majority in Congress was 
certainly a surprising and deplorable inci- 
dent; yet, in reviewing the circumstances 
after a lapse of so many years, it is easy to 
find ample room for a charitable judgment 
of both the parties in the heated contro- 
versy, since it cannot be doubted that any, 
President, even Lincoln himself, had he 
lived, must have sacrificed a large portion 
of his popularity in carrying out any pos- 
siblescheme of reconstruction. 
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€|, PELAY ® 
16) yer Poe United States, 1869-77, 
3 Reees ae was born April 27, 1822, 
sh is Sry at Point Pleasant, 
ai 3 Fe es. i Clermont County, 
* f res Ohio. His father was of Scotch 
alt Se descent, and a dealer in leather. 
é Biss At the age of seventeen he en- 
al Fie tered the Military Academy at 
sé]; West Point, and four years later 
“ite graduated twenty-first ina class 
«Jit of thirty-nine, receiving the 
aw commission of Brevet Second | 
SY. Lieutenant. He was assigned 
” to the Fourth Infantry and re- 


mained in the army eleven years. He was 
engaged in every battle of the Mexican war 
except that of Buena Vista, and received 
two brevets for gallantry. 

In 1848 Mr. Grant married §ulia,daughter 
of Frederick Dent, a prominent soutien of 
St. Louis, and in 1854, having reached the 
grade of Captain, he resigned his commis- 
sion in the army. For several years he fol- 
lowed farming near St. Louis, but unsuc- 
cessfully ; and i in 1860 he entered the leather 
trade with his father at Galena, Illinois. 

When the civil war broke out in 1861, 
Grant was thirty-nine years of age, but en- 
tircly unknown to public men and without 


as 2" LYSSES SIMPSON | any personal acquaintance with great affairs, 
: the eight- | President Lincoln’s first call for troops was 
eenth President of the | made on the 15th of April, and on the roth 


Grant was drilling a company of volunteers 
at Galena. He also offered his services to 
the Adjutant-General of the army, but re- 
ceived noreply. The Governor of Illinois, 
however, employed him in the organization 
of volunteer troops, and at the end of five 
weeks he was appointed Colonel of the 
Twenty-first Infantry. He took command 
of his regiment in June, and reported first 
to General Pope in Missouri. His superior 
knowledge of military life rather surprised 
his superior officers, who had never before 
even heard of him, and they were thus led 
to place him on the road to rapid advance- 
ment. August 7 he was commissioned a 
Brigadier-General of volunteers, the ap- 
pointment having been made without his 
knowledge. He had been unanimously 
recommended by the Congressmen from 
Illinois, not one of whom had been his 
personal acquaintance. For a few weeks 
he was occupied in watching the move- 
ments of partisan forces in Missouri. 
September 1 he was placed in command 
of the District of Southeast Missouri, with 
headquarters at Cairo, and on the 6th, with- 
out orders, he seized Paducah, at the mouth 
of the Tennessee River, and commanding 
the navigation both of that stream and of 
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the Ohio. This stroke secured Kentucky 
to the Union; for the State Legislature, 
which had until then affected to be neutral, 
at once declared in favor of the Govern- 
ment. 
to orders, he made a demonstration about 
eighteen miles below Cairo, preventing the 
crossing of hostile troops into Missouri; 


. but in order to accomplish this purpose he | 


had to do some fighting, and that, too, with 
only 3,000 raw recruits, against 7,000 Con- 
federates. Grant carried off two pieces of 
artillery and 200 prisoners. 

After repeated applications to General 
Halleck, his immediate superior, he was 
allowed, in February, 1862, to move up the 
Tennessee River against Fort Henry, in 
conjunction with a naval force. The gun- 


boats silenced the fort, and Grant immedi. | 


ately made preparations to attack Fort 
Donelson, about twelve miles distant, on 
the Cumberland River. Without waiting 
for orders he moved his troops there, and 
With 15,000 men began the siege. The 
fort, garrisoned with 21,000 men, was a 
strong one, but after hard fighting on three 
successive days Grant forced an “ Uncon- 
ditional Surrender” (an alliteration upon 
the initials of his name). The prize he capt- 
ured consisted of sixty-five cannon, 17,600 
small arms and 14,623 soldiers. About 4,- 
ooo of the garrison had escaped in the night, 
and 2,500 were killed or wounded. Grant's 
entire loss was less than 2,000. This was the 
first important success won by the national 
troops during the war, and its strategic re- 
sults were marked, as the entire States of 
Kentucky and Tennessee at once fell into the 
National hands. Our hero was made a 
Major-General of Volunteers and placed in 
command of the District of West Ten- 
nessee. 


In November following, according - 


S. GRANT. 


In March, 1862, he was ordered to move | 


up the Tennessee River toward Corinth, 

where the Confederates were concentrat- 

ing a large army; but he was directed not 
8 


OH 
to attack. His forces, now numbering 38,- 
000, were accordingly encamped near Shi- 
loh, or Pittsburg Landing, to await the 
arrival of General Buell with 40,000 more; 
but April 6 the Confederates came out from 
Corinth 50,000 strong and attacked Grant 
violently, hoping to overwhelm him before 
Buell could arrive; 5,000 0f his troops were 
beyond supporting distance, so that he was 
largely outnumbered and forced back to the 
river, where, however, he held out until 
dark, when the head of Buell’s column 
came upon the field. The next day the 
Confederates were driven back to Corinth, 
nineteen miles. The loss was heavy on 
both sides; Grant, being senior in rank to 
Buell, commanded on both days. Two 
days afterward Halleck arrived at the front 
and assumed command of the army, Grant 
remaining at the head of the right wing and 
the reserve. On May 30 Corinth was 
evacuated by the Confederates. In July 
Halleck was made General-in-Chief, and 
Grant succeeded him in command of the 
Department of the Tennessee. September 
19 the battle of Iuka was fought, where, 
owing to Rosecrans’s fault, only an incom- 
plete victory was obtained. 

Next, Grant, with 30,000 men, moved 
down into Mississippi and threatened Vicks- 
burg, while Sherman, with 40,000 men, was 
sent by way of the river toattack that place 
in front; but, owing to Colonel Murphy's 
surrendering Holly Springs to the Con- 
federates, Grant was so weakened that he 
had to retire to Corinth, and then Sherman 
failed to sustain his intended attack. 

In January, 1863, General Grant took 
command in person of all the troops in the 
Mississippi Valley, and speat several months 
in fruitless attempts to compel the surrender 
or evacuation of Vicksburg; but July 4, 
following, the place surrendered, with 31,- 
600 men and 172 cannon, and the Mississipp1 
River thus fell permanently into the hands 
of the Government. Grant was made a 
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Major-General in the regular army, and in 
October following he was placed in com- 
mand of the Division of the Mississippi. 
The same month he went to Chattanooga 
and saved the Army of the Cumberland 
from starvation, and drove Bragg from that 
part of the country. This victory over- 
threw the last important hostile force west 
of the Alleghanies and opened the way for 
the National armies into Georgia and Sher- 
man’s march to the sea. 

The remarkable series of successes which 
Grant had now achieved pointed him out 
as the appropriate leader of the National 
armies, and accordingly, in February, 1864, 
the rank of Lieutenant-General was created 
for him by Congress, and on March 17 he 
assumed command of the armies of the 
United States. Planning the grand final 
campaign, he sent Sherman into Georgia, 
Sigel into the valley of Virginia, and Butler 


to capture Richmond, while he fought his | 


own way from the Rapidan to the James. 
. The costly but victorious battles of the 
Wilderness, Spottsylvania, North Anna and 
Cold Harbor were fought, more for the 
purpose of annihilating Lee than to capture 
any particular point. In June, 1864, the 
siege of Richmond was begun. Sherman, 
meanwhile, was marching and fighting daily 
in Georgia and steadily advancing toward 
Atlanta; but Sigel had been defeated in the: 
valley of Virginia, and was superseded by 
Hunter. Lee sent Early to threaten the Na- 
tional capital; whereupon Grant gathered 
up a force which he placed under Sheridan, 
and that commander rapidly drove Early, 
ina succession of battles, through the valley 
of Virginia and destroyed his army as an 
organized force. 
went on, and Grant made numerous attacks, 
but was only partially successful. The 
people of the North grew impatient, and 
even the Government advised him to 
abandon the attempt to take Richmond or 
crush the Confederacy in that way; but he 


The siege of Richmond} 


_ and helpless. 
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never wavered. .He resolved to ‘“ficht it 
out on that line, if it took all summer.” 

By September Sherman had made his 
way to Atlanta, and Grant then sent him 
on his famous ‘“ march to the sea,” a route 
which the chief had designed six months 
before. T1c made Sherman’s success possi- 
ble, not only by holding Lee in front of 
Richmond, but also by sending reinforce- 
ments to Thomas, who then drew off and 
defeated the only army which could have 
confronted Sherman. Thus the latter was 
left unopposed, and, with Thomas and Sheri- 
dan, was used in the furtherance of Grant’s 
plans. Each executed his part in the great 
design and contributed his share to the re- 
sult at which Grant was aiming. Sherman 
finally reached Savannah, Schofield beat 
the enemy at Franklin, Thomas at Nash- 
ville, and Sheridan wherever he met him; 
and all this while General Grant was hold- 
ing Lee, with the principal Confederate 
army, near Richmond, as it were chained 
Then Schofield was brought 
from the West, and Fort Fisher and Wil- 
mington were captured on the sea-coast, so 
as to afford him a foothold; from here he 
was sent into the interior of North Caro- 
lina, and Sherman was ordered to move 
northward to join him. When all this was 
effected, and Sheridan could find no one else 
to fight in the Shenandoah Valley, Grant 
brought the cavalry leader to the front of 
Richmond, and, making a last effort, drove 
Lee from his entrenchments and captured 
Richmond. 

At the beginning of the final campaign 
Lee had collected 73,000 fighting men in 
the lines at Richmond, besides the local 
militia and the gunboat crews, amounting 
to 5,000 more. Including Sheridan’s force 
Grant had 110,000 men in the works before 
Petersburg and Richmond. Petersburg fell 
on the 2d of April, and Richmond on the 
3d, and Lee fled in the direction of Lynch- 
burg. Grant pursued with remorseless 
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energy, only stopping to strike fresh blows, 
and Lee at last found himself not only out- 
fought but also out-marched and out-gen- 
eraled. Being completely surrounded, he 
surrendered on the gth of April, 1865, at 
Appomattox Court-House, in the open field, 
with 27,000 men, all that remained of his 
army. This act virtually ended the war. 
Thus, in ten days Grant had captured 
Petersburg and Richmond, fought, by his 
subordinates, the battles of Five Forks and 
Sailor’s Creek, besides numerous smaller 
ones, captured 20,000 men in actual battle, 
and received the surrender of 27,000 more 
at Appomattox, absolutely annihilating an 
army of 70,000 soldiers. 

General Grant returned at once to Wash- 
ington to superintend the disbandment of 
the armies, but this pleasurable work was 
scarcely begun when President Lincoln was 
assassinated. It had doubtless been in- 
tended to inflict the same fate upon Grant; 
but he, fortunately, on account of leaving 
Washington early in the evening, declined 
an invitation to accompany the President 
to the theater where the murder was com- 
mitted. This event made Andrew Johnson 
President, but left Grant by far the most 
conspicuous figure in the public life of the 
country. 
thusiasm greater than had ever been known 
in America. Every possible honor was 
heaped upon him; the grade of General 
was created for him by Congress; houses 
were presented to him by citizens; towns 
were illuminated on his entrance Mto them; 
and, to cap the climax, when he made his 
tour around the world, ‘all nations did him 
honor” as they had never before honored 
a foreigner. 

The General, 
was placed in an embarrassing position by 
the opposition of President Johnson to the 
measures of Congress; but he directly man- 
ifested his characteristic loyalty by obeving 
Congress rather than the disaffected Presi- 
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He became the object of an en- | 


% 
as Commander-in-Chief, 


| 


| 


| prevented a war with England. 


1o1 


dent, although for a short time he had 
served in his cabinet as Secretary of War. 

Of course, everybody thought of General 
Grant as the next President of the United 
States, and he was accordingly elected as 
such in 1868 “by a large majority,” and 
four years later re-elected by a much larger 
majority —the most overwhelming ever 
given by the people of thiscountry. His first 
administration was distinguished by a ces- 
sation of the strifes which sprang from the 
war, by a large reduction of the National 
debt, and by a settlement of the difficulties 
with England which had grown out of the 
depredations committed by privateers fit- 
ted out in England during the war. This 
last settlement was made by the famous 
“ Geneva arbitration,” which saved to this 
Government $15,000,000, but, more than all, 
“Let us 
have peace,’ was Grant’s motto. And this 
is the most appropriate place to remark 
that above all Presidents whom this Gov- 
ernment has ever had, General Grant was 
the most non-partisan. He regarded the 
Executive office as purely and exclusively 
executive of the laws of Congress, irrespect- 
ive of “politics.” But every great man 
has jealous, bitter enemies, a fact Grant 
was well aware of. 

After the close of his Presidency, our 
General made his famous tour around the 
world, already referred to, and soon after- 
ward, in company with Ferdinand Ward, 
of New York City, he engaged in banking 
and stock brokerage, which business was 
made disastrous to Grant, as well as to him- 
self, by his rascality. By this time an in- 
curable cancer of the tongue developed 
itself the person of the afflicted ex- 
President, which ended his unrequited life 
July 23, 1885. Thus passed away from 
earth's turmoils the man, the General, who 
was as truly the “ father of this regenerated 
country" as was Washington the father of | 
the infant nation. 
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ARD HAYES, the nine- | in 1724, and wasa manufacturer of scythes 
teenth President of | at. Bradford, Connecticut. Rutherford 
the United States, | Hayes, son of Ezekiel and grandfather of 
1877-81, was born in } President Hayes, was born in New Haven, 

ae Delaware, Ohio, Oc- | in August, 1756. He was a famous black- 

SY SA tober 4, 1822. His | smith and tavern-keeper. He immigrated to 
es ancestry can be traced as far | Vermont at an unknown date, settling in 

Bit _ back as 1280, when Hayes and | Brattleboro where he established a hotel. 

CVs Rutherford were two Scottish | Here his son Rutherford, father of Presi- 
xa) 


3 v. UTHERFORD BIRCH- | necticut. Ezekiel, son of Daniel, was born 


chieftains fighting side by side | dent Hayes, was born. In September, 1813, 
Si swith Baliol, William Wallace 
Hg and Robert Bruce. Both fami- 
Sy lies belonged to the nobility, 
owned extensive estates and had 
A a large following. The Hayes 


he married Sophia Birchard, of Wilming- 
ton, Vermont, whose ancestry on the male 
side is traced back to 1635, to John Birch- 
ard, one of the principal founders of Nor- 
wich. Both of her grandfathers were 


OES 
as family had, for a coat of-arms, a | soldiers in the Revolutionary war. 


eagle. There wasa circle of stars about | mechanical turn, and could menda plow, 
the eagle and above the shield, while on a | knit a stocking, or do almost anything that 
scroll underneath the shield was inscribed | he might undertake. He was prosperous 
the motto, “Recte.”” Misfortune overtaking | in business, a member of the church and 
the family, George Hayes left Scotland in | active in all the benevolent enterprises of 
1680, and settled in Windsor, Connecticut. | thetown. After the’close of the war of 1812 
He was an industrious worker in wood and | he immigrated to Ohio, and purchased a 
iron, having a mechanical genius and atul- | farm near the present town of Delaware. 
tivated mind. His son George was born } His family then consisted of his wife and 
in Windsor and remained there during his | two children, and an orphan girl whom he 
life. had adopted. 

Daniel Hayes, son of the latter, married It was in 1817 that the family arrived at 


-shield, barred and surmounted by a flying The father of President Hayes was of a 
| 
| 

Sarah Lee, and lived in Simsbury, Con- | Delaware. Instead of settling upon his 
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RUTHERFORD B. HAYES. 
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farm, Mr. Hayes concluded to enter into 
business in the village. He purchased an 
interest in a distillery, a business then as re- 
spectable as it was profitable. His capital 
and recognized ability assured him the 
highest social position in the community. 
He died July 1822, less than three 
months before the birth of the son that was 
destined to fill the office of President of the 
United States. 

Mrs. Hayes at this period was very weak, 
and the subject of this sketch was so feeble 
at birth that he was not expected to live 
beyond a month or two at most. <As the 
months went by he grew weakerand weaker 
so that the neighbors were in the habit of 
inquiring from time to time “if . Mrs. 
Hayes’s baby died last night.”” On one oc- 
casion a neighbor, who was on friendly 
terms with the family, after alluding to the 
boy’s big head and the mother’s assiduous 
care of him, said to her, ina bantering way, 
“That’s right! Stick to him. You have 
got him along so far, and I shouldn’t won- 
der if he would really come to something 
yet.” “You need not laugh,” said Mrs. 
Hayes, “ you wait and see. You can’t tell 
but I shall make him President of the 
United States yet.” 

The boy lived, in spite of the universal 
predictions ot his speedy death; and when, 
in 1825, hiselder brother was drowned, he 
became, if possible, still dearer to his mother. 
He was seven years old before he was 
placed in school. His education, however, 
was not neglected. His sports were almost 
wholly within doors, his playmates being 
his sister and her associates. These circum- 
stances tended, no doubt, to foster that 
gentleness of disposition and that delicate 
consideration for the feelings of others 
which are marked traits of his character. 
At school he was ardently devoted to his 
studies, obedient to the teacher, and care- 
ful to avoid the quarrels in which\many of 
his schoolmates were involved. He was 


Ae.) 


~ ry 


body knows. 


always waiting at the school-house door 
when it opened in the morning, and never 
late in returning to his seat at recess. His 
sister Fannie was his constant companion, 
and their affection for each other excited 
the admiration of their friends. 

In 1838 young Hayes entered Kenyon 
College and graduated in 1842. He then 
began the study of law in the office of 
Thomas Sparrow at Columbus. Hishealth 
was now well established, his figure robust, 
his mind vigorous and alert. Ina short 
time he determined to enter the law school 
at Cambridge, Massachusetts, where for 
two years he pursued his studies with great 
diligence. : 

In 1845 he was admitted to the bar at 
Marietta, Ohio, and shortly afterward went 
into practice as an attorney-at-law with 
Ralph P. Buckland, of Fremont. Here he 
remained three years, acquiring but limited 
practice, and apparently unambitious of 
distinction in his profession. His bachelor 
uncle, Sardis Birchard, who had always 
manifested great interest in his nephew and 
rendered him assistance in boyhood, was 
now a wealthy banker, and it was under- 
stood that the young man would be his 
heir. It is possible that this expectation 
may have made Mr. Hayes more indifferent 
to the attainment of wealth than he would 
otherwise have been, but he was led into no 
extravagance or vices on this account. 

In 1849 he removed to Cincinnati where 
his ambition found new stimulus. Two 
events occurring at this period hada pow- 
erful influence upon his subsequent. Iife. 
One of them was his marriage to Miss 
Lucy Ware Webb, daughter of Dr. James 
Webb, of Cincinnati; the other was his 
introduction to the Cincinnati Literary 
Club, a body embracing such men as Chief 
Justice Salmon P. Chase, General John 
Pope and Governor Edward F. Noyes. 
The marriage was a fortunate one as every- 

Not one of all the wives of 
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our Presidents was more universally ad- 
mired, reverenced and beloved than is Mrs. 
Hayes, and no one has done more than she 
to reflect honor upon American woman- 
hood. 

In 1856 Mr. Hayes was nominated to the 
office of Judge of the Court cf Common 
Pleas, but declined te accept the nomina- 
tion. Two years later he was chosen to the 
office of City Solicitor. 

In 1861, when the Rebellion broke out, 
he was eager to take up arms in the defense 
of his country. His military life was 
bright and illustrious. June 7, 1861, he 
was appointed Major of the Twenty-third 
Ohio Infantry. In July the regiment was 
sent to Virginia. October 15, 1861, he was 
made Lieutenant-Colonel of his regiment, 
and in August, 1862, was promoted Colonel 
of the Seventy-ninth Ohio Regiment, but 
refused to leave his old comrades. He was 
wounded at the battle of South Mountain, 
and suffered severely, being unable to enter 
upon active duty for several weeks. No- 
vember 30, 1862, he rejoined his regiment as 
its Colonel, having been promoted Octo- 
ber 15. 

December 25, 1862, he was placed in com- 
mand of the Kanawha division, and for 
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meritorious service in several battles was | 


promoted Brigadier-General. He wasalso 
brevetted Major-General for distinguished 
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He was wounded fou; 
five horses were shot from 


services in 1864. 
times, and 
under him. 

Mr. Hayes was first a Whig in politics, 
and was among the first to unite with the 
Free-Soil and Republican parties. In 1864 
he was elected to Congress from che Sec. 
ond Ohio District, which had always been 
Democratic, receiving a majority of 3,098. 
In 1866 he was renominated for Congress 
and was a second time elected. In 1867 he 
was elected Governor over Allen G. Thur- 
man, the Democratic candidate, and re. 
elected in 1869. In 1874 Sardis Birchard 
died, leaving his large estate to General 
Hayes. 

In 1876 he was nominated for the Presi- 
dency. His letter of acceptance excited 
the admiration of the whole country. He 
resigned the office of Governor and retired 
to his home in Fremont to await the result 
of the canvass. After a hard, long contest 
he was inaugurated March 5, 1877. His 
Presidency was characterized by compro- 
mises with all parties, in order to please. as 
many as possible. The close of his Presi- 
dential term in 1881 was the close of his 
public life, and since then he has remained 
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/at his home in Fremont, Ohio, in Jefferso- 


nian retirement from public notice, in strik- 
ing contrast with most others of the world’s 
notables. 
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AMES A. GARFIELD, 
twentieth President of 
the United States, 1881, 
was born November 10, 
1831, in the. wild woods 
of Cuyahoga County, 
Ohio. His parents were 
Abram and Eliza (Ballou) 
Garfield, who were of New 
England ancestry. The 
senior Garfield was an in- 
dustrious farmer, as the 
rapid improvements which 
appeared on his place at- 
tested. The residence was 
the familiar pioneer log cabin, 
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and the household comprised the parents | 


and their children—Mehetable, Thomas, 
Mary and James A.. In May, 1833, the 
father died, and the care of the house- 
hold consequently devolved upon young 
Thomas, to whom James was greatly in- 
debted for the educational and other ad- 
vantages he enjoyed. He now lives in 
Mishipatt; and the two sisters live in Solon, 
Ohio, near their birthplace. 

As the subject of our sketch grew up, he, 
too, was industrious, both in mental and 
physical labor. He worked upon the farm, 
or at carpentering, or chopped wood, or at 
any other odd job that would aid in support 
of the family, and in the meantime made the 
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most of his books. Ever afterward he was 
never ashamed of his humble origin, nor for- 
got the friends of his youth. The poorest 
laborer was sure of his sympathy, and he 
always exhibited the character of a modest 
gentleman. 

Until he was about sixteen years of age, 
James’s highest ambition was to be a lake 
captain. To this his mother was strongly 
opposed, but she finally consented to his 
going to Cleveland to carry out his long- 
cherished design, with the understanding, 
however, that he should try to obtain some 
other kind of employment. Fle walked all 
the way to Cleveland, and this was his first 
visit to the city. After making many ap- 
plications for work, including labor on 
board a lake vessel, but all in vain, he 
finally engaged as a driver for his cousin, 
Amos Letcher, on the Ohio & Pennsyl- 
vania Canal.. In a short time, however, he 
quit this and returned home. He then at- 
tended the seminary at Chester for about 
three years, and next he entered Hiram In- 
stitute, a school started in 1850 by the 
Disciples of Christ, of which church he was 
a member. In order to pay his way he 
assumed the duties of janitor, and at times 
taught school. He soon completed the cur- 
riculum there, and then entered Williams 
College, at which he graduated in 1856, 
taking one of the highest honors of his class. 
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Afterward he returned to Hiram as Presi- 
dent. In his youthful and therefore zealous 
piety, he exercised his talents occasionally 
as a preacher of the Gospel. He was a 
man of strong moral and religious convic- 
tions, and as soon as he began to look into 


politics, he saw innumerable points that | 


could be improved. He also studied law, 
and was admitted to the bar in 1859. 
November 11, 1858, Mr. Garfield married 
Miss Lucretia Rudolph, who ever after- 
ward proved a worthy consort in all the 
stages of her husband’s career. They had 
seven children, five of whom are still living. 


neighboring villages, and three years later 


he began to speak at county mass-meetings, 
being received everywhere with popular | 


favor. He was elected to the State Senate 
this year, taking his seat in January, 1860. 

On the breaking out of the war of the 
Rebellion in 1861, Mr. Garfield resolved to 


fight as he had talked, and accordingly he | 


enlisted to defend the old flag, receiving 
his commission as Lieutenant-Colonel of the 
Forty-second Regiment of the Ohio Volun- 
teer Infantry, August 14, that year. He 
was immediately thrown into active service, 
and before he had ever seen a gun fired in 
action he was placed in command of four 


of cavalry, charged with the work of driv- 
ing the Confederates, headed by Humphrey 
Marshall, from his native State, Kentucky. 
This task was speedily accomplished, al- 
though against great odds. On account of 
his success, President Lincoln commissioned 
him Brigadier-General, January 11, 1862; 


and, as he had been the youngest man in | 


the Ohio Senate two years before, so now 
he was the youngest General in the army. 
He was with General Buell’s army at Shi- 
loh, also in its operations around Corinth 
and its march through Alabama. Next, he 


was detailed as a member of the general | 
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er nmctirenesy 


court-martial for the trial of General Fjt,. 
John Porter, and then ordered to report to 


‘General Rosecrans, when he was assigned 


to the position of Chief of Staff. His mit. 
tary history closed with his brilliant ser. 
vices at Chickamauga, where he won the 
stars of Major-General. 

In the fall of 1862, without any effort on 
his part, he was elected asa Representative 
to Congress, from that section of Ohio 
which had been represented for sixty years 
mainly by two men—Elisha Whittlesey and 
Joshua R. Giddings. Again, he was the 


' youngest member of that body, and con- 
It was in 1859 that Garfield made his | 
first political speeches, in Hiram and the | 


tinued there by successive re-elections, as 
Representative or Senator, until he was 
elected President in 1880. . During his life 
in Congress he compiled and published by 
his speeches, there and elsewhere, more 
information on the issues of the day, espe- 
cially on one side, than any other member. 

June 8, 1880, at the National Republican 
Convention held in Chicago, General Gar- 
field was nominated for the Presidency, in 
preference to the old war-horses, Blaine 
and Grant; and although many of the Re- 
publican party felt sore over the failure of 
their respective heroes to obtain the nomi- 
nation, General Garfield was elected by a 
fair popular majority. He was duly in- 


| augurated, but on July 2 following, before 
regiments of infantry and eight companies | 


he had fairly got started in his administra- 
tion, he was fatally shot by a half-demented 
assassin. After very painful and protracted 
suffering, he died September to, 1881, la- 
mented by all the American people. Never 
before in the history of this country had 
anything occurred which so nearly froze 
the blood of the Nation, for the moment, as 
the awful act of Guiteau, the murderer. 
He was duly tried, convicted and put to 
death on the gallows. 

The lamented Garfield was succeeded by 
the Vice-President, General Arthur, who 
seemed to endeavor to carry out the policy 
inaugurated by his predecessor. 
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*HESTER ALLEN 
ARTHUR, the twen- 


0 ty-first Chief Execu- 
ite : i 5 
Ab tive of this growing 
4 a0 republic, 1881-5, was 
<3} born in Franklin 


County, Vermont, 
October 5, 1830, the eldest of a 
family of two sons and _ five 
daughters. His father, Rev. 
Dr. William Arthur, a Baptist 
clergyman, immigrated to this 
country from County Antrim, 
Ireland, in his eighteenth year, 
and died in 1875, in Newton- 

ville, near Albany, New York, 

after serving many years as a successful 
minister. Chester A. was educated at that 
old, conservative institution, Union Col- 
lege, at Schenectady, New York, where he 
excelled in all his studies. He graduated 
there, with honor, and then struck out in 
life for himself by teaching school for about 
two years in his native State. 

At the expiration of that time young 

Arthur, with $500 in his purse, went to the 


city of New York and entered the law office | 


of ex-Judge E. D. Culver as a student. 
due time he was admitted to the bar, when 


he formed a partnership with his intimate 
0 


In| 


friend and old room-mate, Henry D. Gar. 
diner, with the intention of practicing law 
at some point in the West; but after spend- 
ing about three months in the Wester.. 
States, in search of an eligible place, they 
returned to New York City, leased a room, 
exhibited a sign of their business and al- 
most immediately enjoyed a paying patron- 
age. 

At this stage of his career Mr. Arthur’s 
business prospects were so encouraging 
that he concluded to take a wife, and ac- 
cordingly he married the daughter of Lieu- 
tenant Herndon, of the United States Navy, 
who had been lost at sea. To the widow 
of the latter Congress voted a gold medal, 
in recognition of the Lieutenant’s bravery 
during the occasion in which he.lost his 
life. Mrs. Artnur died shortly before her 
husband’s nomination to the Vice-Presi- 
dency, leaving two children. 

Mr. Arthur obtained considerable celeb- 
rity as an attorney inthe famous Lemmon 
suit, which was brought to recover posses- 
sion of eight slaves, who had been declared 
free by the Superior Court of New York 
City. The noted Charles O’Conor, who 
was nominated by the “Straight Demo- 
crats” in 1872 for the United States Presi- 
dency, was retained by Jonathan G. Lem- 
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mon, of Virginia, to recover the negroes, 
but he lost the suit. In this case, however, 
Mr. Arthur was assisted by William M. 
Evarts, now United States Senator. Soon 
afterward, in 1856, a respectable colored 
woman was ejected from a street car in 
New York City. Mr. Arthur sued the car 
company in her behalf and recovered $500 
damages. Immediately afterward all the 
car companies in the city issued orders to 
their employes to admit colored persons 
upon their cars. 

Mr. Arthur’s political doctrines, as well 
as his practice as a lawyer, raised him to 
prominence in the party of freedom; and 
accordingly he was sent as a delegate to 
the first National Republican Convention. 
Soon afterward he was appointed Judge 
Advocate for the Second Brigade of the 
State of New York, and then Engineer-in- 
Chief on Governor Morgan’s staff. In 1861, 
the first year of the war, he was made In- 
spector-General, and next, Quartermaster- 
General, in both which offices he rendered 
great service to the Government. After 
the close of Governor Morgan’s term he 
resumed the practice of law, forming first a 
partnership with Mr. Ransom, and subse- 
quently adding Mr. Phelps to the firm. 
Each of these gentlemen were able lawyers. 

November 21, 1872, General Arthur was 
appointed Collector of the Port of New 
York by President Grant, and he held the 
office until July 20, 1878. 

The next event of prominence in General 
Arthur's career was his nomination to the 
Vice-Presidency of the United States, under 
the influence of Roscoe Conkling, at the 
National Republican Convention held at 
Chicago in June, 1880, when James A. Gar- 
field was placed at the head of the ticket. 
Both the convention and the campaign that 
followed were noisy and exciting. The 
friends of Grant, constituting nearly half 
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the convention, were exceedingly persist. 
ent, and were sorely disappointed ove: 
their defeat. At the head of the Demzo. 
cratic ticket was placed a very strong and 
popular man; yet Garfieidand Arthur were 
elected by a respectable plurality of the 
popular vote. The 4th of March following, 
these gentlemen were accordingly inaugu- 
rated; but within four months the assassin's 
bullet made a fatal wound in the person of 


' General Garfield, whose life terminated 


September 19, 1881, when General Arthur, 
ex officio, was obiiged to take the chief 
reins of government. Some misgivings 
were entertained by many in this event, as 
Mr. Arthur was thought to represent espe 
cially the Grant and Conkling wing of the 
Republican party; but President Arthur 
had both the ability and the good sense to 
allay all fears, and he gave the restless, 
critical American people as good an ad- 
ministration as they had ever been blessed 
with. Neither selfishness nor low parti- 
sanism ever characterized any feature of 
his public service. He ever maintained a 
high sense of every individual right as well 
as of the Nation’s honor. Indeed, he stood 
so high that his successor, President Cleve- 
land, though of opposing politics, expressed 
a wish in his inaugural address that he 
could only satisfy the people with as good 
an administration. 

But the day of civil service reform had 
come in so far, and the corresponding re- 
action against ‘third-termism” had _ en- 
croached so far even upon “second-term” 
service, that the Republican party saw fit 
in 1884 to nominate another man for Presi- 
dent. Only by this means was General 
Arthur’s tenure of office closed at Wash- 
ington. On his retirement from the Presi- 
dency, March, 1555, he engaged in the 
practice of law at New York City, where he 
died November 18, 1886. 
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LAND, the twenty- 
second President of the 
United States, 1885—, 

was born in Caldwell, 
i Essex County, New 
us - Jersey, March 18, 
1837. The house in which he 
Se was born, a small two-story 


Patel (ye wooden building, is still stand- 
OURO, ing. It was the parsonage of 
(eS) the Presbyterian church, of 
Ay which his father, Richard 
“ibt~ Cleveland, at the time was 
tan pastor. The family is of New 


England origin, and for two centuries has 
contributed to the professions and to busi- 
ness, men who have reflected honor on the 
name. Aaron Cleveland, Grover Cleve- 
land’s great-great-grandfather, was born in 
Massachusetts, but subsequently moved to 
Philadelphia, where he became an intimate 
friend of Benjamin Franklin, at whose 
house he died. He left a large family of 
children, who in time married and settled 
in different parts of New England. A 
grandson was one of the small American | 
force that fought the British at Bunker 
Hill. He served with gallantry through- 
out the Revolution and was honorably 
discharged at its close as a Lieutenant in 
the Continental army. Another grandson, 
William Cleveland (a son of asecond Aaron 


| 


Cleveland, who was distinguished as a 
writer and member of the Connecticut 
Legislature) was Grover Cleveland’s grand- 
father. William Cleveland became a silver- 
smith in Norwich, Connecticut. He ac- 
quired by industry some property and sent 
his son, Richard Cleveland, the father of 
Grover Cleveland, to Yale College, where 
he graduatedin 1824. During a year spent 
in teaching at Baltimore, Maryland, after 
eraduation, he met and fell in love with a 
Miss Annie Neale, daughter of a wealthy 
Baltimore book publisher, of Irish birth. 
He was earning his own way in the world 
at the time and was unable to marry; but. 
in three years he completed a course of 
preparation for the ministry, secured a 
church in Windham, Connecticut, and 
married Annie Neale. Subsequently he 
moved to Portsmouth, Virginia, where he 
preached for nearly two years, when he 
was summoned to Caldwell, New Jersey, 
where was born Grover Cleveland. 

When he was three years old the family 
moved to Fayetteville, Onondaga County, 
New York. Here Grover Cleveland lived 
until he was fourteen years old, the rugged, 

healthful life of a country boy. His frank, 
generous manner made him a favorite 
among his companions, and their respect 
was won by the good qualities in the germ 
which his manhood developed. He at- 
tended the district school of the village and 
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was for a short time at the academy. His 
father, however, believed that boys should 
be taught to labor at an early age, and be- 
fore he had completed the course of study 
atthe academy he began to work in the 
village store at $30 for the first year, and the 
promise of $100 for the second year. His 


work was well done and the promised in- | 
crease of pay was granted the second year. | 


Meanwhile his father and family had 
moved to Clinton, the seat of Hamilton 
College, where his father acted as agent to 
the Presbyterian Board of Home Missions, 
preaching in the churches of the vicinity. 
Hither Grover came at his father’s request 
shortly after the beginning of his second 
year at the Fayetteville store, and resumed 
his studies at the Clinton Academy. After 


three years spent in this town, the Rey. | 


Richard Cleveland was called to the vil- 
lage church of Holland Patent. He had 
preached here only a month when he was 
suddenly stricken down and died without 
an hour’s warning. The death of the father 
left the family in straitened circumstances, 
as Richard Cleveland had spent all his 
salary of $1,000 per year, which was not 
required for the necessary expenses of liy- 
ing, upon the education of his children, of 
whom there were nine, Grover being the 
hfth. Grover was hoping to enter Hamil- 
ton College, but the death of his father 
made it necessary for him to earn his own 
livelihood. For the first year (1853-’4) he 
acted as assistant teacher and bookkeeper in 


the Institution for the Blind in New York | 
' he had been a staunch Democrat, and until 


City, of which the late Augustus Schell was 


for many years the patron. Inthe winter 


of 1854 he returned to Holland Patent, — 


where the generous people of that place, 
Fayetteville and Clinton, had purchased a 
home for his mother, and in the following 
spring, borrowing $25, he set out for the 
West to earn his living. 

Reaching Buffalo he paid a hasty visit to 


an uncle, Lewis F. Allen, a well-known 


PRESIDENTS OF THE UNITED STATES. 


stock farmer, living at Black Rock, a tew 
miles distant. He communicated his plans 
to Mr. Allen, who discouraged the idea of 
the West, and finally induced the enthusi- 
astic boy of seventeen to remain with him 
and help him prepare a catalogue of blooded 
short-horn cattle, knownas “ Allen’s Amer- 
ican Herd Book,” a publication familiar to 
all breeders of cattle. In August, 1855, he 
entered the law office of Rogers, Bowen 
& Rogers, at Buffalo, and after serving a 
few months without pay, was paid $4 a 
week—an amount barely sufficient to meet 
the necessary expenses of his board in the 
family of a fellow-student in Buffalo, with 
whom he took lodgings. Life at this time 
with Grover Cleveland was a stern battle 
with the world. He took his breakfast by 
candle-light with the drovers, and went at 
once to the office where the whole day was 
spent in work and study. Usually he re- 
turned again at night to resume reading 
which had been interrupted by the duties 
ofthe day. Gradually his employers came 
to recognize the ability, trustworthiness 
and capacity for hard work in their young 
employe, and by the time he was admitted 
to the bar (1859) he stood high in their con- 
fidence. A year later he was made conf- 
dential and managing clerk, and in the 
course of three years more his salary had 
been raised to $1,000. In 1863 he was ap- 
pointed assistant district attorney of Eric 
County by the district attorney, the Hon. 
CC. (lonrance. 

Since his first vote had been cast in 1858 


he was chosen Governor he always made 
it his duty, rain or shine, to stand at the 
polls and give out ballots to Democratic 
voters. During the first year of his term 
as assistant district attorney, the Democrats 
desired especially to carry the Board of Su- 
pervisors. The old Second Ward in which 
he lived was Republican: ordinarily by 250 
majority, but at the urgent request of the 
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party Grover Cleveland consented to be 


the Democratic candidate for Supervisor, | 


and came within thirteen votes of an elec- 
cion. The three years spent in the district 
attorney's office were devoted to assiduous 
labor and the extension of his professional 
attainments. Hethen formed a law part- 
nership with the late Isaac V. Vanderpoel, 
ex-State Treasurer, under the firm name 
of Vanderpoel & Cleveland. Here the bulk 


of the work devolved on Cleveland's shoul- | 


ders, and he soon wona good standing at 
the bar of Erie County. 
Cleveland formed a partnership with ex- 
Senator A. P. Laning and ex-Assistant 
United States District Attorney Oscar Fol- 
som, under the firm name of Laning, Cleve- 
land & Folsom. During these years he 
began to earn a moderate professional in- 
come; but the larger portion of it was sent 
to his mother and sisters at Holland Patent 
to whose support he had contributed ever 
since 1860. Heserved as sheriff of Erie 
County, 1870-4, and then resumed the 
practice of law, associating himself with the 
Hon. Lyman K. Bass and Wilson S. Bissell. 


In 1869 Mr. | 


| 


! 


| 
| 
| 
| 


The firm was strong and popular, and soon 
commanded a large and lucrative practice. 
Ill health forced the retirement of Mr. Bass 
in 1879, and the firm became Cleveland & 
Bissell. In 1881 Mr. George J. Sicard was 
added to the firm. 

In the autumn election of 1881 he was 
elected mayor of Buffalo by a majority of 
over 3,500—the largest majority ever given 
a candidate for mayor—and the Democratic 
city ticket was successful, although the 
Republicans carried Buffalo by over 1,000 
majority for their State ticket. Grover 
Cleveland’s administration as mayor fully 
justified the confidence reposed in him by 
the people of Buffalo, evidenced by the 
great vote he received. 

The Democratic State Convention met 
at Syracuse, September 22, 1882, and nomi. 
nated Grover Cleveland for Governor 
on the third ballot and Cleveland was 
elected by 192,000 majority. In the fall of 
1884 he was elected President of the United 
States by about 1,000 popular majority, 
in New York State, and he was accordingly 
inaugurated the 4th of March following. 
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OF MINNE ESOTA. 


CHAPTER I. 


LOCATION, TOPOG 
e|INNESOTA is located in the 
geographical center of the con- 
tinent of North America — mid- 
way between the Atlantic and 
Pacific Oceans, and also midway 
between Tludson’s Bay and the 
Gulf of Mexico. It embraces 
territory extending from latitude 
43 degrees 50 minutes, to 49 de- 
grees, and from 89 degrees 29 
} minutes to 97 degrees 5 minutes 
west Lennala As to its area, 
it can only be estimated, as portions of the 
State are as yet unsurveyed ; but as near as 
can be arrived at, the area is $5,531 square 
miles, or about 53,760,000 acres. In size 
Minnesota is the fourth State in the Union. 
From its southern boundary to the northern 
is about 400 miles, and from the most east- 
ern to the extreme western point about 3854 
miles. In altitude it appears to be one of 
the highest portions of the continent, as the 
headwaters of the three great river systems 
are found in its limits—those of streams 
flowing northward to Hudson's Bay, east- 
ward to the Atlantic Ocean, and southward 
to the Gulf of Mexico. 

Nearly three-quarters of the surtace of the 
State is made up of rolling prairie, inter- 
spersed with frequent groves, oak openings 
and belts of hardwood timber, watered by 
numerous lakes and streams, and covered 
with a warm, dark soil of great fertility. 
The balance, embracing the elevated district 
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immediately west of Lake Superior, consists 


mainly of the rich mineral ranges on its 


shores, and of the pine forests which extend 
over the upper Mississippi country, affording 
extensive supplies of timber. But a very 
small portion is broken, rocky or worthless 
Jand; nearly allis arable. But few States 
are so well watered as Minnesota, and the 
numerous rivers and water-courses give ex- 
cellent drainage. A number of the rivers — 
the Mississippi, the Minnesota, the St. Croix, 
the St. Louis, the Red and the Red Lake riy- 
ers—are navigable, and nearly all of the 
balance afford water power. The lakes of 
Minnesota are among its principal physical 
characteristics. The estimate of 10,000 lakes 
in the State is not an unreasonable one. 
With all these natural advantages, favor- 
able climate and rich soil, Minnesota has 
become one of the most successful agricult- 
ural States in the Union, and stock-raising 
and dairying is rapidly becoming a leading 
industry. Lumbering 1s also carried on very 
extensively, and the manufacturing branch 
is rapidly becoming large. While at first it 
was supposed that this State was destitute 
of valuable minerals, recent discoveries prove 
to the contrary. Inexhaustible supplies of 
the best iron ore exist, and are now being 
inined and exported in large quantities. Sil- 
ver veins have also been found near the 
boundary line; copper ore has also been 
found, and it is known that plumbago and 
gold quartz exist. Building material, gran- 
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ite, brownstone, limestone, sandstone and 
brick and potter's clay are abundant. 

A few words as to railrcads and history 
relating to their construction will also be 
interesting. Twenty-five years ago (1862), 
there were only ten miles of railway in 
operation in the State. At the close of 1885 
there were 6,721 miles in operation. The 
general government has granted to railroads 
within this State 12,151,527 acres of land, 
and the State has given 1,811,750 acres of 
swamp and other lands, making a total of 
13,933,277 acres of land within the State 
given to railroads, valued on the average at 
$5 per acre, making $69,666,385 thus given. 
In addition, local, county and State bonds 
have been given them amounting to over 
$6,680,000, making in lands and cash a total 
gift of $76,496,385, or about $19,345 for 


every mile completed. There is material in 
these facts for an extended political essay, 
and they certainly furnish food for thoueht. 

In concluding these general remarks it 
may justly be said that the outlook for the 
State is most gratifying. Its population is 
‘apidly increasing, and its taxable wealth 
increasing in similar ratio. Every year sees 
an enormous area of its rich soil brought 
under cultivation, while there are still mill- 
ions of acres awaiting the plow of the set- 
tler. 

The following table of census returns will 
show the growth of the State as to popula- 
tion: 1850, population 6,077; 1860, popula- 
tion 172,023 ; 1865, population 250,099 ; 1870, 
population 439,706; 1875, population 597, 
407; 1880, population 780,778, and in 1885 
the population was 1,117,798. 
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HISTORY OF MINNESOTA —FROM 1660 TO 1887. 


THLE IIE first exploration by whites of 
Gy the territory which now com- 
S| prises the State of Minnesota 
Z dates back early into the seven- 
teenth century. It is claimed 
by good authority that Jean 
Nicolet (pronounced Nicolay), 
one of Champlain’s interpreters, 
was the first to spread knowl- 
edge of the country west of Lake Michigan. 
As early as 1635 he set foot upon the 
western shores of Lake Michigan, and traded 
near Green Day, also roaming over various 
portions of Wisconsin at about that time. 
In December of the same year he returned 
to Canada. It is very doubtful whether 
Nicolet ever set foot on Minnesota soil, 
although it is certain that his visit to the 
country west of Lake Michigan was the 
means of spreading knowledge of this 
country, and of the aborigines of Minnesota. 
It was said of him that he penetrated far 
distant countries, and in a letter bearing 
date of 1640, it is stated that “if he had 
proceeded three days more on a river which 
flows from that lake (Green Bay), he would 
have found the sea.” ‘The death of this 
explorer occurred at Three Iivers in 1640. 
After Nicolet’s visit to Wisconsin, for a 
quarter of a century history brings no trace 
of any explorations concerning this region. 
At the end of this time, in 1660, the first 
white men of whom there is any reliable 
record, set foot on Minnesota soil. They 
were Medard Chouart, called Groselliers, 
and Pierre @Esprit, who was known as Sieur 
Radisson. Both were Frenchmen who had 


come to Canada when young men to engage 


in the fur trade. About the middle of that 
century several important changes had been 
made in the location of Indian tribes. The 
Hurons and their allies, the Ottawas, after 
successive battles, had drifted to the west of 
Lake Michigan. In former times they had 
been located in the St. Lawrence region. 
Finally reaching the Mississippi they found 
the Towa River. Later, returning to the 
Mississippi, they settled upon an island in 
the river near where the city. of Hastings 
is now located ; but becoming involved in 
battles with the Sioux, we finally find the 
Hurons located about the headwaters of 
the Chippeway, and the Ottawas on the 
shores of Lake Superior, near where Day- 
field is now situated. It was to trade with 
the Indians that the two Frenchmen men- 
tioned, Groselliers and Radisson, made their 
trip to this wild region. They passed the 
winter of 1659-60 among the Sioux villages 
in the Mille Lacs country, and the following 
spring and summer was spent in the region 
of Lake Superior. In August, 1660, they 
returned to Montreal, and their report of the 
country they had visited created much ex- 
citement. Within a few weeks an exploring 
and trading party was formed, and accoin- 
panied by six Frenchmen and two priests, 
one of whom was the Jesuit, Rene Menard, 
they again started westward, and on the 
15th of October, 1660, they reached the 
Ottawa settlement on the shores of Lake 
Superior. The objects of this party were 
various, some bent on exploration, others 
on trading, while Father Menard went as 


5) 
a missionary. Groselliers (pronounced Gro- 


say-ya) and Radisson, accompanied by others, 
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pushed on through the country to thea 
northwest of Lake Superior and at length 
reached Hudson’s Bay. They returned 
to Montreal in May, 1662. The names 
of all the members of this party have 
not been preserved.  jeugee kil and Rad. 
isson ‘proceeded to Paris, thence to Lon- 
don, where they were well received by 
re nobility and scientific men. <A vessel 

ras fitted out and placed at their disposal, 
in the hope of finding a northwest passage 
to Asia. In June, 1 668 , they left England | 
and made an extended voyage, reaching a 
tributary of Iudson’s Bay and returning to 
England, where, in 167), the famous trading 
corporation, the * lina: s Bay Company,” 
was-chartered. 

Now to return to the venerable Father 
Menard, whohad been left among the Ottawa 
Indians on the shores of Lake Superior in 
October, 1660. For nearly a year he lived 
there ina cabin built of fir branches. In 
the summer of 1661 he decided to visit the 
Hurons, who had fled eastward from the 
Sioux of Minnesota and were located among 
the woods of northern Wisconsin, as stated. 
He was accompanied by one Frenchman, 
whose name has been lost in the mist of 
years. They became separated, and Father 
Menard was lost, as Perrot says, “in the 
labyrinth of trees.” This was the last ever 
positively known of him, although his brevi- 
ary and cassock were said afterward to 
have been found among the Sioux Indians. 
Whether this good balk venerable man 
starved or was murdered or captured by the 
Indians will forever be shrouded in mystery. 

These were the earliest explorations of the 
Northwest of which any record has been left, 
but after that period this region was visited 
by various parties at long intervals, and 
many interesting documents have been pre- 
served giving accounts of their journeys and 
discoveries. 

About the year 1665 several French trad- 
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ane 


ers and the Jesuit, Allouez, visited the coun. 
| try off the western shore of Lake Superior, 
Early in 1679 we find Daniel G. Du “er 
west of Lake Michigan, and it is believed he 
planted the French arms on Minnesota soil, 
Ilis records state that “on July 2d he caused 
his Majesty’s arms to be planted j inthe creat 
village of the Nadousioux, called Kathio, 
and at Songaskicous and Houetbatons, one 
hundred fale twenty leagues distant from 
the former.” * Rev. E. DD. Neill in his 
thorough work relating to early explorers of 
Minnesota, locates this as being “one hun- 
dred and twenty leagues beyond Mille 
Lacs.” DuTLuth states that at one point on 
Minnesota soil he found upon a tree this 
legend: “ Arms of the King cat on this tree 
in the year 1679.” Te established several 
posts, carried on trading with the Indians, 
and was probably the most prominent of 
the early explorers. Later he was stationed 
near Lake Erie and died in 1710. Tis 
reports furnish much interesting information 
regarding the early explorations in the - 
Northwest. 

La Salle was given a commission by the 
King of France in 1678 to “explore the 
West,’ and do limited trading. He visited 
rarious parts of the Northwest. Ilis jeal- 
ousy of Du Luth appears to form a consider- 
able portion of his official reports, but it is 
stated on good authority that he wrote the 
first description of the: upper Mississippi 
Valley, August 22,1682,some months before 
the publication of Father Hennepin’s first 
work, “Description de la Louisiane.’ Ile 
must, however, have obtained his information 
from one of Ifennepin’s men. 

Father Louis Hennepin’s explorations and 
adventures through the Northwest form an 
interesting chapter in the earlier history of 
this region. He was a native of Ath, an in- 
land town of the Netherlands, and had early 
essumed the robes of priesthood. In 1676 
l:e came to Canada, and two years later * 
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ordered to join the La Salle exploring expe- 
dition. A ship was rigged, and on August 
ith, 1679, its sails caught the breezes of 
Lake Erie—the first European vessel 
launched on the great lakes. La Salle con- 
ducted his expedition to Green Bay, thence 
along the coast of Lake Michigan, and about 
the middle of January, 1680, landed it on an 
eminence near Lake Peoria, on the Jilinois 
River, where he commenced the erection of 
Fort Crevecceur. On the last of February of 
the same year, Father Hennepin, in company 
with Michael Accault (Ako) and Angelle, 
left the fort to ascend the Mississippi River. 
On the 1ith of April, 1680, after having 
reached a point north of the Chippewa River, 
they were met and taken charge of by a 
party of over a hundred Sioux Indians. They 
then proceeded with the Indians to their 
villages, nearly sixty leagues north of St. An- 
thony falls. They remained with the Indians 
some time, being well treated, and on the 
25th of July, 1680, they were met by Du 
Luth, who was accompanied by his interpre- 
ter, Faffart, and several French soldiers. 
They then proceeded to Mille Lacs, arriving, 
according to Father’s Hennepin writings, on 
the 11th of August, 1680. In the latter part 
of September they started to return to the 
French settlement, passing by St. Anthony 
falls. Father Hennepin published two works 
relating to his discoveries, the first, ‘ De- 
scription de Ja Louisiane,” in 1836; the sec- 
ond, “ The New Discovery,” in 1697. These 
works called forth much criticism, as there 
can be no doubt Hennepin greatly magnified 
his own importance, and exaggerated his 
services and discoveries. For instance, he 
claims to have descended the Mississippi 
River to the Gulf of Mexico, before proceed- 
ing northward, then returned and proceeded 
on tothe St. Anthony falls. This in the face 
of his own stated facts — leaving Fort Creve- 
coeur the last of February, he claims to have 


made this wonderful trip, and arrived two | 
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miles south of where the city of St. Paul is 
now located, late in April, giving the 11th 
of April as the date of their capture by the 
Indians. IJlowever this may be, Tather 
Hennepin’s work was not in vain, and his 
memory is entitled to the credit for that 
which he did. His publications hastened and 
facilitated exploration, and his failing — if 
such it was — should be treated with charity. 
La Salle speaks of him highly, but charitably 
says, “it was his failing to magnify those 
adventures which concerned him.” 

During 1684, Nicholas Perrot and Le 
Sueur visited Lake Pepin, and the following 
winter the French traded with the Indians 
on Minnesota soil. Perrot had been ap- 
pointed by the governor of Canada as the 
commandant for the West, and was accom- 
panied by twenty men. Upon hisarrival he 
caused a stockade to be built on the east 
bank of Lake Pepin, which bore his name 
for many years. He discovered a number of 
lead mines, and his name figures conspicu- 
ously in the history of the early French ex- 
plorations and frontier work. Perrot re- 
mained forsome time after building the fort, 
then, in 1686, returned to Green Day. He 
passed much time in collecting allies for the 
expedition against the Iroquoisin New York, 
and in the spring of 1687, was with Du Luth 
and Tonty with the Frenchand Indian allies 
in the expedition against the Senecas of the 
Genesee Valley in New York. The follow- 
ing year he was sent with a company of 
Frenchmen to reoceupy the post on Lake 
Pepin, in Minnesota, and it was in 1659 that 
Perrot, in the presence of Father Joseph 
James Marest, aJesuit, Boisguiblot, a trader 
on the Wisconsin and Mississippi, and Le 
Seur, made a formal record of taking posses- 
sion of the Sioux country in the name of the 
King of France. 

Le Sueur, who accompanied Perrot in his 
first trip to Lake Pepin in 1684, was inti- 
mately connected with that explorer’s move- 


we 


name ee 
———e 


@ lun 9% Yo psi odd wroil Wy Yo shivion eatin o 
9th eed) girs qh. ai wlal Date jot “aw | 
odt yd umn tod? Yo meh wits ass fine Bers 
er youn oil? wvavoll  .easihal 


a a 


sit bia watin di Moh wc Saw ei: cgoit AL 1 


fats cot Wes ot of hailing « dsr | 
itt teniadcn vttoit oolalog eli Sith oil donk 
i — eailisl aid hen solimalyxo {vp das lites! 


Pee » dim boda al hldole—agw i von | 


wi rig i i ital ft ai] ti Sep al iv ult 2 thaw yt bes 
ne Higa 2 Rt, eid envr tk” aa 
. util betR OUND wily i niin 
et tia sorn'l sitoitA 2501 i 
Sitevulial ot bie ut qo l oid dy wale 
eiuslnt wht dilw bolt cay t i) toon 
a inhi band ores’ jiea mMoesrettité #6 
ati di sie) lo sanistey iJ i 
nak: eo bas Jeo of) wet Sanbanram 
aid bovine ated 7 wy) Jiont ¥ | (pu iy 
eee lt go Disk od of oi is Bb Wenn 
siian wil ctot ialw mies Yo seta 
Lagi alewarowibell cet 1 Hy] 
sponds wriitgl offinn ehh be mtn f 
ze wow (Viner oul le Total : hel 
x, dare shon ‘rilu rt baw acor “aye . 
etl Gl sistitehiant : hp sch erriaa Nd fect eai 
olf wed (rere) a9} lastetiptat “OT tg cred) 
rly ard ors ite sich} vOLICe> Gt ation il seeet [yveegrey 
pret wal nde) ativan uni ibayr | 
te Lwth dyige aaew F484. wf es odd RT Drew 


eeitha tailerl bie dona] ols dul 
Ont le enone? oh ten nur 
woe att swt woF 
he lliw jnoe ase al | 
odnd we pam ‘ny VAMP OF Meterel yngt th 
ted M40) of ener ti how tomnuil ui Niga'T | 
Heys role Te sonenony nel get oeet | 
Piet ¢ doh iedetl shesho  wewll enuek 
&1 been ppiatinal le lu mtdinioe: VF oojt; pe 
eee, ener oy Trecexvt Higtorcet a: ofracter yee 
Ae Pinan oie ai Yusntier KINI 41? Yo Goin 


Slit ‘T fin 
Hoititinn 25 ot) ve 
it ued fas ite) 


Cera 4 sin 


ot oat 0) ary) ai 
i al 


,DOSAL AA. AO 4 


yo vidal lo tel sd nO” aes: mt 
| er i att sieporso ll soled rw9 7 Ott mn 


| Carat Lift gylasteri ult frrvomnt oF S108 


oat ASL al “piso woX 6 


i j 


. oF 
TT 1 Toth, -royidtorlt adnt Yo é baht 
ny me ot fobasl ,OPOt reraadl. Ww Mb ieee oo 
Joh sb te nites ode THM ¢ we oe 
1» cuiteieods Leoauneo od oto 


4 


lle. btw (oth) Hamed londoilt 


wurde ee the For det oi 
pay seven pul ") alt Yo ninod tion & fh 
iM lo Oey io soot iq oot aes 
all 2zeethel «ule lestiend nso To ¥ 
o! atetterl ali Wow a 
rio Restart roel “lute ee 
i iliw. lowly wit. 
wit do bret notes Tove yftiod peer 
id jot eeow yt Aead inp 
nea eng it bis Br taceys enn oat 
moibloa ihn’ hniorves bre del 
galvevic go8) oil of habsoodniy ld 
Hu yt irre sitponnolt ewoiliet o Spies 10 
| wraloti at Spe wow f lod 
miter windet oF hella ‘rod? amt 
qnouink 32 vd gnieeng Servis 
eden? ons bodethiaig aigpeantel 
"ler oft astro eit oF @ 
aoe al: Ue ui “jsealemoll Bf offi cue 


** ‘+ 
tf 


nh 
wit 


Ri 


4 


wenlt as sneriive donne dipet deltas 
Foitingest 2linereg alin = J 
wil batewiumnes feds oomnntbiony a 

ov Srntalt, af 


kalo ‘eg wee ‘ " ’ 


128 


ments. In 1692 Le Sueur was sent by Gov. 
Frontenac, of Canada, to the extremity 
of Lake Superior to maintain peace between 
the Indian tribes. Entering the Sioux 
country, in 1694, he established a post upon a 
prairie island, nine miles below where Iast- 
ings is now located. Ile was accompanied 
by Penicaut and others. Tere they estab- 


lished a fort and storehouse and passed the | 


winter, as game was very abundant. On 
July 15, 1695, Le Sueur went back to Mon- 
treal accompanied by a party of Ojibways, 
and the first Dakotah brave that ever visited 
Canada. Le Sueur then visited France, and 
in 1697 received a license to open certain 
mines that were supposed to exist in Minne- 
sota. The ship in which he was returning 
was captured by the English, and he was 
taken to England; when released he returned 
to France and secured a new commission, but 
it was afterward suspended. Fortunately, 
D’Ilberville, a kinsman of Le Sueur, was ap- 
pointed governor of the new territory of 
Louisiana, and in December, 1699, Le Sueur 
arrived from France with thirty workmen 
to proceed to the mines. During the next 
year he ascended the Minnesota River with 
his expedition, and in October, 1700, built a 
fort on the Blue Earth River, which he 
named L’Huillier. This was occupied by 
Le Sueur’s men until 1702, when it was 
abandoned because of the hostility of the 
Indians. Charlevoix, who visited the val- 
ley of the icwer Mississippi in 1722, says that 
“Le Sueur spent at least one winter in his 
fort on the banks of the Blue Earth, and 


that in the following Aprilhe went up tothe | 


mine, ahout @ mile above, and in twenty-two 
days they obtained more than 30:460 pounds 
of thesubstance—lead.” Le Sueur estimated 
the Sioux Indians at that time as being 
four thousand families. 

In 1703 a little volume was published in 
France and Eneland by Baron La IHon- 
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SAS RE aS aca ee 
which he claimed to have “/penctrated and 
pursued explorations through the territory 
which now “‘orms Minnesota, farther thay 
any of hiv predecessors. He states that he 
found a river tributary to the Mississippi, 
and describes a journey of 500 miles up this 
stream, which he named Long River. Ilis 
wonderful story was believed at the time 
and the river was placed upon the early 
maps; but in later years it was discredited 
and is now by the closest students and ablest 
historians treated as fabulous. 

In September, 1727, Fort Beauharnois was 
erected and a French post established on the 
shores of Lake Pepin, under the directions of 
Sieur de la Perriere. An extensive trade 
was carried on with the Indians here, and it 
was occupied fora numberof years. In1728 
Veranderie, who had been placed in com- 
mand of a post on Lake Nepigon, began lay- 
ing plans for finding a co" :munication with 
the Pacific Ocean. An expedition was fitted 
out which left Montreal in 1731, under the 
management of his sons and anephew, Dela 
Jemeraye, he not joining the party until 
17838. <A fourth son joined the expedition 
in 1735. Inthe autumn of 1731, the party 
reached Rainy Lake, at the foot of which 
a post, called Fort St. Pierre, was erected. 
The next year they reached Lake of the 
Woods, and established Fort St. Charles on 
its southwest bank. A few miles from Lake 
Winnepeg they established a post on the 
Assinaboine, and afort was established on 
the Maurepas (Winnepeg) River. In June, 
1756, while twenty-one of the expedition 
were encamped on an isle inthe Lake of the 
Woods, they were surprised by a band of 
Sioux Indians hostile to the French allies, 
and all were killed. The island un this ac- 
count is called Massacre Island. The 
maining portion of the expedition pro- 
eressed as best they could. October 3, 
1738, they built an advanced post called 


re- 


tan, giving an account of his “travels,” in | Fort la Reine on the Assinaboine  TRiver. 
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They came in sight of the Rocky Mountams 
on the Ist of January, 1743, and, on the 
12th, ascended them. In 1744, after plant- 
ing a leaden plate of the arms of France in 
the upper Missouri country, they returned, 
reaching Minnesota soi] late in June, and 
after establishing several posts in the ex- 
treme northern frontier country they finally 
returned to Montreal. Expeditions were 
afterward fitted out, one of which again 
reached the Rocky Mountains, but the clash 
of arms between France and England put 
an end to the explorations so far as the 
French were concerned. 

In 1763, by the treaty of Versailles, France 
ceded Minnesota east of the Mississippi to 
England and west of it to Spain. In 1766 
Capt. Jonathan Carver, the first British sub- 
ject, although a native of Connecticut, visited 
the Falls of St. Anthony. He spent some 
three years among the different tribes of 
Indians in the upper Mississippi country ; 
found the Indian nations at war and suc- 
ceeded in making peace between them. As 
areward for his good offices, it is claimed 
that two chiefs of the Sioux, acting for their 
nation, at a council held with Carver at a 
great cave, now within the corporate limits 
of St. Paul, deeded to Carver a vast tract of 
land on the Mississippi River, extending from 
the Falls of St. Anthony to the foot of Lake 
Pepin, on the Mississippi, thence east one 
hundred miles; thence north one hundred 
and twenty miles; thence west to the place 
of beginning. 
ever, was examined by our government and 
totally ignored. 

At the begmning of the present century 
there were no white men in Minnesota, except 
the few engaged in the furtrade, and the posts 
were chiefly held by the Northwest Com- 
pany, which corporation in 1794 erected a 
stockade at Sandy Lake. In 1802 we find 
William Morrison trading at Leech Lake, and 
two years later at Itasca. In the meantime, 


in 1796, the Jaws of the ordinance of 1787 
had been extended over the Northwest, and 
on May 7, 1800, that part of Minnesota east 
of the Mississippi had become a part of In- 
diana by the division of Ohio. On the 20th 
of Deceinber, 1803, that part of Minnesota 
west of the Mississippi, for forty years in the 
possession of Spain as a part of Louisiana, 
was ceded to the United States by Napoleon 
Bonaparte, who had just obtained it from 
Spain. In 1804 Upper Louisiana Territory 
was constituted. During the following year 
the United States for the first time sent an 
officer to Minnesota, in the person of Lieut. 
Z. M. Pike, who established government re- 
lations and obtained the Fort Snelling reser- 
vation from the Dakotahs. He remained 
here for some time, but the war of 1812 
coming on postponed the military occupa- 
tion of the upper Mississippi by the United 
States for several years. Pike afterward 
fell in battle at York, in Upper Canada. 

In 1817 the Earl of Selkirk, a nobleman, 
visited the Scotch colony on the Ned River, 
established in 1812, and created quite an ex- 
citement on the part of some of the United 
States authorities. The same year Mayor 
Stephen H. Long, of the United States En- 
gineer Corps, visited Minnesota and made a 
report recommending the bluff at the june- 
tion of the Minnesota and Mississippi rivers 
asa site for a fort. 

In 1819 Minnesota east of the Mississippi 


| River became a part of Crawford County, 


This pretended grant, how- | Mieh. 


During the same year Fort Snell- 


_ ing was established and the site of Mendota 


was occupied by the United States troops, 
under Col. Leavenworth. Major Taliaferro 
was appointed Indian agent. 

During the year 1820 much of interest 
transpired on Minnesota soil. Early in the 
spring Jean Baptiste Faribault brought 
Leavenworth’s horses from Prairiedu Chien, — 
On the 5th of May Col. Leavenworth estab- 
lished summer quarters at Camp Coldwater, 
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(Hennepin County). Jn July Gov. Cass, of 
Michigan, visited the camps. In Auvust Col. 
Joshia Snelling succeeded Leavenworth in 
command, and on the 20th of September the 
corner-stone of Fort Snelling (then Fort St. 
Anthony) was laid. On the 15th of April 
the superintendent of farming for Earl Sel- 


seed wheat; he ascended 


River to Big Stone Lake, where the boats 


were placed on rollers, dragged a short dis- | 
tance to Lake Traverse, and reached Pembina | 


June 3. This year the first marriage in 
Minnesota occurred, Lieut. Green to a 
daughter of Capt. Gooding. The first birth 
of a white child in the State occurred this 
year, a daughter to Col. Snelling; died the 
following year. | 

In 1821 Fort St. Anthony (Snelling) was 
sufficiently completed to be occupied by 
troops. During this year a sawmill was 
constructed at St. Anthony Falls for the use 
of the garrison under the supervision of 
Lieut. McCabe. 

Nothing of particular interest transpired 
during 1822. In 1823, however, the first 
steamboat, the Virginia, 
of the Minnesota River on the 10th of May, 
and created consternation among the Indians. 
Beltrami, the Italian, during the same year 


explored the northernmost sources of the | 


Mississippi, and Maj. Long, of the United 
States army, visited the northern boundary 
by way of the Minnesota and Red rivers. 
Millstones for grinding flour were sent to 
St. Anthony to be a ed in the sawmill. 

In 1824 Gen. Winfield Scott visited Fort 

Anthony, and at his suggestion the name 
was changed to Fort Snelling. 

After this time events crowd rapidly one 
after the other to fill in the time. [rom 
1825 on, the arrival of steamboats beeaine 
more frequent. During this year a heavy 
flood visited the Red River, and a portion of 
the colony were driven to Minnesota and 
settled near Fort Snelling. 


arrived at the mouth | 


distinguished French ea OTE, 


| a treaty 
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In 1832 Schooleraft explored the sources 
of the Mississippi River, and during the fa). 
lowing year Rev. W. T. Boutwell established 
the first mission among the Ojibways on 
Leech Lake. About the same time E. EF, Ely 
opened a mission school at Atkins, a tradiny 


| post on Sandy Lake. 
kirk left Prairie du Chien, haying purchased 
the Minnesota | 


That portion of Minnesota lying west of 
the Mississippi River was attached to Michi- 
gan in 1834. During this year Gen. II. I. 
Sibley settled at Mendota as agent for the 
fur company, and Samuel W. and Gideon 
If. Pond, missionaries among the Sioux, ar- 


rived. They were followed the next year | 
by T. S. Wilhamson, J. D. Stevens and Alex- 
ander G. Iluggins, and in June, 1835, a 


Presbyterian Church was organized at Fort 
Snelling. Late the same year Maj. J. L. 
Bean, in accordance with the treaty of 1825, 
surveyed the Sioux and Chippeway bound- 
ary line as far as Otter Tail Lake. 

In 1836 the Territory of Wisconsin was 
organized, embracing all of Minnesota east 
of the Mississippi River; that territory west 
of the river being attached to Jowa. A 
number of steamboats arrived during this 
year, a passenger on one of them being the 
Jean N. 
Nicollet. 

In 1837 Gov. Dodge, of Wisconsin, made 
a treaty at Fort Snelling with the Ojib- 
ways, by which the latter ceded all their 
pine lands on the St. Croix and its tributaries ; 
was also effected at Washington 
with a deputation of Dakotahs for their pine 
lands east of the Mississippi. These treaties 
led the way to the first actual settlements in 
the State. The treaty was ratified by Con- 
gress in. 1838. At about this time F ranklin 
Steele made a claim at St. Anthony Falls; 
Pierre Parrant took aclaim and built a cabin 
on the present site of St. Paul; Jeremiah 
Russell and L. W. Stratton made the first 
claim at Marine in the St. Croix Valley. 
During the vear 1838 ‘amboatarrived at 


Sast 
Fort Snelling with J. N. Nicollet and J. C. 
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Fremont on ascientific expedition. Develop- 
ment begins in the St. Croix Valley. The 
next year the chapel of “St. Paul” was 
built and consecrated, giving the name to 
the capital of the State. 

Henry M. Rice arrived at Fort Snelling 
in 1840, others came and in November, 1841, 
St. Croix County was established with 
“Dakotah” designated as the.county-seat. 

On the 10th of October, 1848, a settlement 
was commenced on the present site of the 
city of Stillwater, and the erection of a saw- 
mill was immediately commenced. The 
names of the town proprietors were: Jolin 
McKusick, from Maine; Calvin Leach, from 
Vermont; Elam Greeley, from Maine and 
Elias MclKeane, from Pennsylvania. 

Dr. E. D. Neillin his “ Explorers and Pio- 
neers of Minnesota,” says that in 1546 “the 
site of St. Paul was chiefly occupied by a 
few shanties, owned by ‘certain lewd fellows 
of the baser sort,’ who sold rum to the sol- 
diers and Indians.” On the 6th of August, 
1846, the Wisconsin enabling act was passed. 

In 1847 St. Croix County was detached 
from Crawford County, Wis., and reorgan- 
ized for civil and judicial purposes with Still- 
water as the county-seat. The town of St. 
Paul was surveyed and platted, and recorded 
in St. Croix County. During this year the 
Wisconsin constitutional convention was held. 

On the 29th of May, 1848, Wisconsin was 
admitted to the Union, leaving Minnesota 
(with its present boundaries) without a gov- 
ernment, and on the 26th of the following 
August a convention was held at Stillwater 
to take measures for a separate territorial or- 
ganization. On the 30th of October, 1848, 
IIenry Il. Sibley was elected delegate to 
Congress, and he was admitted to a seat 
January 15, 1849. March 3d, 1849, a bill 
Was passed organizing Minnesota Territory, 
and on the 19th of the same month territo- 
rial officers were appointed. June Ist Gov. 
Ramsey issued a proclamation declaring 
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the territory organized, and on September 3d 
the first territorial Legislature assembled. In 
1851 the capital of the State was permanent- 
ly located, as was also the penitentiary. In 
June, 1854, the first line of railway was com- 
pleted to St. Paul. 

On the 23d of February, 1857, an act 


| passed the United States Senate, to authoyr- 


ize the people of Minnesota to form a consti- 
tution, preparatory to their admission to the 
Union. In June a constitutional convention 
was held, and the State constitution was 
framed. This was adopted on the 13th of 
October, 1857, and a full list of State officers 
was elected. On the 11th of May, 1858, the 
President approved of the bill admitting the 
State, and Minnesota was fully recognized as 
one of the United States of America. The 
first State officers were sworn in on the 24th 
of May. - 

From this time on we can only briefly re- 
view the most important events that have 
transpired. A great tide of immigration had 
set in early in the “fiftiesy’ which rapidly 
filled up portions of the State, until in 1857 
a census gave the State a total population of 
150,037. During that year, however, real 
estate speculation reached a climax, and the 
terrible financial panic occurred which great- 
ly retarded the settlement. 

In 1858 the State loan of $250,000 was 
negotiated; five million loan bill was 
passed, being voted on April 15; great strin- 
gency in money market. 

During 1859 the hard times continued 
to intensify. “Wright County War” oc- 
curred ; “ Glencoe” and “Owatonna” money 
was issued; work on the land grant roads 
ceased ; collapse of the five million scheme; 
first export of grain that fall; hard political 
strugele, in which the Republicans  tri- 
umphed. 

Another warm political canvass occurred 
in 1860; the census taken this year gave the 
State a total population of 172,128. 
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In 1861 war cast its gloom over the coun- 
try ; on April 13th the President’s proclama- 
tion for troops was received; the first regi- 
_ment recruited at once, and June 22d it em- 
barked at Fort Snelling for the seat of war. 

In 1862 occurred the memorable Sioux 
outbreak ; August 17th, massacre at Acton; 
August 18th, outbreak at Lower Sioux 
Agency; 19th, New Ulm attacked; 20th, 
Fort Ridgely attacked; 25th, second attack 
on New Ulm; 30th, Fort Abercrombie be- 
sieged ; September Ist, the bloody affair at 
Birch Coolie; 19th, first railroad in Minne- 
sota in operation, between St. Paul and 
Minneapolis; 22d, battle of Wood Lake; 
26th, captives surrendered by the Indians at 
Camp Release; military commission tried 
321 Indians for murder, 303 condemned to 
die; December 26th, thirty-eight hung at 
Mankato. 

In 1863 Gen. Sibley conducted an expedi- 
tion to the Missouri River; July 3d, Little 


Crow was killed; July 24th, battle of Big | 


Mound ; 26th, battle of Dead Buffalo Lake ; 
July 28th, battle of Stony Lake. 

In 1864 the civil war was still in progress, 
and large levies for troops were made in 
Minnesota; expedition to Missouri River, un- 
der Sully ; inflation of money market ; occa- 
sional Indian raids. 

In 1865 the war closed and peace returns ; 
Minnesota regiments return and are dis- 
banded ; in all, 25,052 troops were furnished 
by the State ; census showed 250,000 inhabi- 
tants. 

After the close of the war, and from 1866 
until 1872, “ good times” prevailed ; immigra- 


a 


tion was very heavy, and real estate and 


all values were inflated. The western por- 
tion of the State received many settlers. 
Railway construction was very active. 

In 1873 the famous grasshopper raid bean 
throughout the western part of the State, 
and continued about five seasons. anuary 
7-8-9 of this year, a terrible storm swept 


| over the State, in which seventy persons per- 


ished. In September of the same year, the 
financial “panic of 1873” began. 

In 1874 and 1875 nothing of especial im- 
portance occurred. 

On the 7th of September, 1876, an attack 
was made on the Bank of Northfield by a 
gang of armed outlaws from Missouri ; three 
of the latter were killed, and three were capt- 
ured. 

In 1877 biennial sessions amendment was 
adopted. 

In 1878 (May 2), three flouring mills at 
Minneapolis exploded, and eighteen. lives 
lost. 

On November 15th, 1880, a portion of the 
hospital for the insane, at St. Peter, was de- 
stroyed by fire; eighteen inmates were 
burned to death, seven died subsequently of 
injuries and fright, and six were missing. 
Total loss was $150,000. 

In 1881 the State capitol at St. Paul was 
destroyed by fire. 

In 1884 the State prison, located at Still 
water, was partly burned. 

In 1886 (April 14), a cyclone swept over 
St. Cloud and Sauk Rapids, demolishing 
scores of buildings, and killing about seventy 
people. 
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CHAPTER III. 


WE outbreak of the Indians in 
\| 1862 furnishes one of the most 
interesting chapters in Minneso- 
ta’s history. At the time of this 
sad tragedy there were scat- 
tered throughout the State vari- 
ous bands of Sioux Indians, a 
powerful and warlike nation. 
They included the Medawakontons (or Village 
of the Spirit Lake); Wapatons, (or Village 
of the Leaves); Sissetons (or Village of the 
Marsh), and Wapakutas (or Leaf Shooters). 
These four tribes, numbering about six thou- 
sand and two hundred persons, comprised 
the entire annuity Sioux of Minnesota. 
All these Indians had from time to time, 
from the 19th of July, 1815, to the date of 
the massacre in 1862, received presents from 
the government, by virtue of various treaties 
of amity and friendship. From the time of 
the treaty of St. Louis in 1816, these tribes 
had remained friendly to the whites, and 
had by treaty stipulations parted with all 
the lands to which they claimed title in 
Iowa; all on the east side of the Mississippi 
River, and all on the Minnesota River in 
Minnesota, except certain reservations. One 
of these reservations lay upon both sides of 
the Minnesota ten miles on either side of 
that stream, from Hawk River on the north 
to Yellow Medicine River on the south side, 
thence westerly to the head of Big Stone Lake 
and Lake Traverse, a distance of about one 
hundred miles. Another of these reserva- 
tions commenced at Little Rock River on 
the east and a line running due south from 
its mouth, and extending up the river 
westerly to the eastern line of the reserva- 


Tae 


THE INDIAN MASSACRE. 


tion first named, at the Hawk and Yellow 
Medicine rivers. The last also had a width 
of ten miles on each side of the Minnesota 
Kiver. 

Early in 1858 a scheme was devised by 
the authorities at Washington for the civili- 
zation of these annuity Indians. A civiliza- 
tion fund was provided, to be taken from their 
annuities and expended in improving the 
lands of such as should abandon their tribal 
relations and adopt the habits and modes of 
life of the whites. To all such, lands were 
assigned in severalty, eighty acres to the 
head of each family, on which should be 
erected the necessary farm buildings, and 
farming implements and cattle furnished 
him. At the time of the outbreak about one 
hundred and seventy-five Indians had taken 
advantage of the provisions, of this treaty 
and become “farmer Indians.” <A great 
majority of the Indians, however, disliked 
the idea of taking any portion of their gen- 
eral fund to carry out the civilization scheme. 
Those who retained the blanket, called 
“blanket Indians,’ denounced the measure 
as a fraud, as it was slowly but surely 
destroying what was, to them, their God- 
given right to the chase. The result, in brief, 
of this civilization scheme was this: After 
the chase was over the “blanket Indians” 
would piteh their tents about the homes of 
the “farmer Indians” and proceed to eat 
them out of house and home, and when the 
ruin was complete, the “farmer” with his 
wife and children, driven by necessity, would 
again seek temporary subsistence in the 
chase. During their absence the “blanket 
Indians” would commit whatever destruc- 
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tion of fences or tenements their desires or 
necessities would suggest. In this way the an- 
nual process continued, so that when the 
“farmer Indian” returned to his desolate 
home in the spring to prepare again for a 
crop, he looked forward to no different re- 
sults for the coming winter. It will thus be 
seen that the civilization scheme was an ut- 
ter failure. 

The treaty referred to, of 1858, had opened 
for settlement a vast frontier country of the 
most attractive character in the valley of 
the Minnesota River, and on the streams put- 
ting into the Minnesota on either side, such 
as Beaver Creek, Sacred Heart, Hawk and 
Chippewa rivers, and some other small 
streams, there were flourishing settlements 
of white families. Within this ceded tract, 
ten miles wide, were the scattered settle- 
ments of Birch Coolie, Patterson Rapids, 
and others as far up as the upper agency at 
Yellow Medicine,in Renville County. The 
county of Brown adjoined the reservation, 
and wasat that time settled mostly by Ger- 
mans. Jere was also the flourishing town 
of New Uln, and further on was a thriving 
settlement on the Big Cottonwood and 
Watonwan. Other counties, Blue Earth, 
Nicollet, Sibley, Meeker, McLeod, Kandiyohi, 
Monongalia and Murray, together with others 
somewhat removed from the direct attack of 
the Indians, as Wright, Stearns and Jackson, 
and even reaching on the north to Fort 
Abercrombie, thus extending from Iowa to 
the valley of the Red River of the North, 
were severally involved in the consequences 
of the warfare of 1862. This extended area 
had a population estimated at over fifty 
thousand. 

Early in the fifties complaints began to be 
made by the Indians, and dissatisfaction be- 
gan to be manifest. Dy the treaty of Tray- 
erse des Sioux, dated July 23, 1851, between 
the United States and the Sissetons and 
Wapatons, $275,000 was to be paid their 
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chiefs, and a further sum of $380,000 was to 
be expended for their benefit in Indian im- 
provements. By the treaty of Mendota, 
dated August 5, 1851, the Medawakantons 
and Wapakutas were to receive the sum of 
$200,000, to be paid to their chief, and a fur- 
ther sum of $30,000. These several suis 
amounting in the aggregate to $550,000, 
these Indians, to whom they were payable, 
claim they were never paid, except perhaps 
a small portion expended in improvements, 
This led to great dissatisfaction, of which 
the government was fully apprised. Several 
parties were at different times sent out by the 
Indian department of the government to in- 
vestigate into the causes, but the rascality 
of the agents and officers who had defrauded 
the Indians had been carefully covered up, 
and as usual in such cases the guilty parties 
were exculpated. This was one of the lead- 
ing and most important causes which led to 
the massacre of 1862. 

Another cause of irritation among these 
annuity Sioux arose out of the Spirit Lake 
massacre of 1857—known as the Inkpadutah 
massacre. Inkpadutah was an outlaw of 
the Wapakuta band of Sioux Indians, and 
his acts were entirely disclaimed by the “ an- 
nuity Sioux.” He had committed murder in 
his own tribe some twenty years previous, 
and since had led a wandering and marauding 
life about the headwaters of the Des Moines 
River and westward to Dakota. Finally his 
outrages reached aclimax, when early in 1857 
with a few of his followers, he proceeded to 
murder every family in the little settlement 


‘about Spirit Lake, Iowa, except four women 


whom they boreaway captives. From there 
they went to the Springtield settlement (01 
the present site of Jackson, Minn.), where they 
murdered seventeen people, making a total cf 
forty seven persons killed. They then re- 
treated westward. Shortly after the mas- 


-sacre at Springfield (now Jackson) a com- 


pany of regular soldiers under Capt. Bee 
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was stationed at that place, and had the 
oflicer been a zealous or capable one might 
easily have overtaken and punished them. 
Asstated the “ annuity Sioux ” disclaimed the 
acts of this outlaw ; but fora time the gov- 
ernment refused to pay the annuities until 
they should deliver up the murderers. Ina 
short time, however, the government let the 
matter drop, and continued to pay the an- 
nuities as before. Some thought that this 
was a great error, and that the Indians mis- 
took it for a sign of weakness. 

However that may be, as time went on 
the Indians became more and more insolent, 
and Little Crow, together with a few leaders 
among the annuity Sioux, from the time the 
government ceased its efforts to punish Ink- 
padutah, began to agitate and plan the great 
conspiracy to drive the whites from the State 
of Minnesota. Little Crow was one of the 
“farmer Indians,’ whose headquarters was 
ashort distance above the Lower Agency, 
who is credited with being the leader in the 
outbreak against the whites. 

The antecedent exciting causes of this 
massacre are numerous. The displaced 
agents and traders find the cause in the er- 
roneous action of the government, resulting 
in their removal from office. The statesman 
and the philosopher may unite in tracing the 
cause to improper theories as to the mode of 
acquiring the right to Indian lands. The 
former may locate the evil in our system of 
treaties, and the latter in our theories of gov- 
ernment. The philanthropist may find the 
cause in the absence of justice which we ex- 
hibit in all our intercourse with the Indian 
races. The poet and the lovers of romance 
in human character find the true cause, as 
they believe, in the total absence of all ap- 
preciation of the noble, generous, confiding 
traits peculiar to the native Indian. The 
Christian teacher finds apologies for acts of 
Indian atrocities in the deficient systems of 
mental and moral culture. Each of these 
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different classes are satisfied that the great 
massacre of August, 1862, had its origin in 
some way intimately connected with his 
favorite theory. 

Maj. Thomas Galbraith, Sioux agent, 
says, in writing of the causes which led to 
the massacre: “The radical, moving cause 
of the outbreak is, I am satisfied, the in- 
grained and fixed hostility of the savage bar- 
barian to reform and civilization. As in all 
barbarous communities in the history of the 
world, the same people have, for the most 
part, resisted the encroachments of civiliza- 
tion upon their ancient customs, so it is in 
the case before us. Nor does it matter ma- 
terially in what shape civilization makes its 
attack. Hostile, opposing forces meet in 
conflict, and a war of social elements is the 
result — civilization is aggressive, and bar- 
barism stubbornly resistant. Sometimes, 
indeed, civilization has achieved a bloodless 
victory, but generally it has been otherwise. 
Christianity, itself, the true basis of civiliza- 
tion, has, in most instances, waded to success 
through seas of blood. . . .  Mlaving" 
stated thus much, I state,as a settled fact 
in my mind, that the encroachments of 
Christianity, and its handmaid, civilization, 
upon the habits and customs of the Sioux 
Indians, is the cause of the late terrible Sioux 
outbreak. There were, it is true, many im- 
mediate inciting causes, Which will be allud- 
ed to and stated hereafter, but they are sub- 
sidiary to, and developments of, or incident 
to, the great cause set forth, . . . But 
that the recent Sioux outbreak would have 
happened at any rate, as a result, a fair con- 
sequence of the cause here stated, I have no 
doubt. 

“Now as to the existing or immediate 
causes of the outbreak : By my predecessor a 
new and radical system was inaugurated ; 
practically, and in its inauguration, he was 
aided by the Christian missionaries and by 
the government. The treaties of 1858 were 
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into effect. The theory, in substance, was 
to break up the community system which 
obtained among the Sioux, weaken and de- 
stroy their tribal relations, and individualize 
them, by giving them each a separate home. 
On the ist day of June, A. D. 
1861, when I entered upon the duties of my 
office, I found that the system had just been 
inaugurated. Some hundred families of the 
annuity Sioux had become novitiates, and 


their relatives and friends seemed to be | 
favorably disposed to the new order of | 
things. But I also found that, against these | 


were arrayed over five thousand ‘annuity 
Sioux,’ besides at least three thousand Yank- 
tonais, all inflamed by the most bitter, re- 
ientless and devilish hostility. 

“T saw, to some extent, the difficulty of 
the situation, but I determined to continue, 
if in my power, the civilization system. To 
favor it, to aid and build it up by every fair 
means, I advised, encouraged, and assisted 
the farmer novitiates; in short I sustained 
the policy inaugurated by my predecessor, 
and sustained and recommended by the gov- 
ernment. I soon discovered that the system 
could not be successful without a sufficient 
force to protect the ‘farmer’ from the hos- 
tility of the ‘blanket’ Indians. 

“During my term, and up to the time of 
the outbreak, about 175 had their hair cut 
and had adopted the habits and customs of 
the white men. 

“For a time, indeed, my hopes were strong 
that civilization would soon be in’ the as- 
cendant. But the increase in the civilization 
party and their evident prosperity, only 
tended to exasperate the Indians of the *an- 


cient customs,’ and to widen the breach. Dut | 


while these are to be enumerated, it may be 
permitted me to hope that the radical cause 
will not be forgotten or overlooked; and I 
am. bold to express this desire, because, ever 
since the outbreak, the public journals of the 


ostensibly made to carry this new system 
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country, religious and secular, have teemed 
with editorials by and cominunications from 
‘reliable individuals,’ politicians, philanthro- 
pists, philosophers and hired ‘penny a-liners,’ 
mostly mistaken and sometimes willfully 
and grossly false, giving the cause of the 
Indian raid.” 

Maj. Galbraith enumerates a variety of 
other exciting causes of the massacre, which 
our limit will not allow us to insert in this 
volume. Among other causes, . . that 
the United States was itself at war, and that 
Washington was taken by the negroes. ; 
But none of these were, in his opinion, the 
cause of the outbreak. 

The Major then adds: 

“Grievances such as have been related, 
and numberless others akin to them, were 
spoken of, recited, and chanted at their 
councils, dances and feasts, to such an extent 
that, in their excitement, in June, 1862, a 
secret organization known as the ‘Soldiers’ 
Lodge’ was founded by the young men and 
soldiers of the lower Sioux, with the object, 
as far as ]. was able to learn through spies 
and informers, of preventing the ‘traders’ 
from going to the pay-tables, as had been 
their custom. Since the outbreak I have 
become satisfied that the real object of this’ 
‘Lodge’ was to adopt measures to ‘clean 
out’ all the white people at the end of the 
payment.” 

Whatever may have been the cause of the 
fearful and bloody tragedy, it is certain that 
the manner of the execution of the infernal 
deed was a deep-laid conspiracy, long cher- 
ished by Little Crow, taking form under thie 
guise of the “ Soldiers’ Lodge,” and matured 
in secret Indian councils. In all these secret 
movements Little Crow was the moving 
spirit. 

Now the opportune moment seemed to 
have come. Only thirty soldiers were sta- 
tioned at Fort Ridgely. Some thirty were 
all that Fort Ripley could muster, and at 
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Fort Abercrombie, one company under Capt. 
Van Der Hork was all the whites could 
depend upon to repel any attack in that 
quarter. The whole effective force for the 
defense of the entire frontier, from: Pembina 
to the Jowa line, did not exceed 200 men. 
The annuity money was daily expected, and 
no troops except about one hundred men at 
Yellow Medicine, had been detailed, as usual, 
to attend the anticipated payment. Here 
was a glittering prize to be paraded before 
the minds of the excited savages. The 
whites were weak; they were engaged in a 
terrible war among themselves; their atten- 
tion was now directed toward the great 
struggle inthe South. At such a time, offer- 
ing so many chances for rapine and plunder, 
it would be easy to unite at least all the 
annuity Indians in one common movement. 
Little Crow knew full well that the Indians 
could easily be made to believe that now 
was a favorable time to make a grand attack 
upon the border settlements. 

A memorable council convened at Little 
Crow’s village, near the lower agency, on 
Sunday. night, August 3, previous to the 
attack on Fort Ridgely, and precisely two 
weeks before the massacres at Acton. Little 
Crow was at this council, and he was not 
wanting in ability to meet the greatness of 
the occasion. The proceedings of this council, 
of course, were secret. The council matured 
the details of the conspiracy. It appears 
that the next day, August 4,a party of 
ninety-six Indians in war paint and fully 
armed, rode up to Fort Ridgely and _ re- 
quested permission to hold a dance and feast 
in the fort. They were allowed to hold the 
dance outside the fort, but Sergeant Jones, 
With singular foresight, mounted a howitzer 
charged with shell and canister-shot and 
guarded the entrance, having it pointed 
toward the Indians. After finishing the 
dance the red-skins left without making the 
attack, which had undoubtedly been medi- 
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tated. Only thirty soldiers occupied the 
post at Fort Ridgely, and this was deemed 
amply sufficient for tumes of peace. 

On the same day a great many Indians 
were encamped about the Upper Agency. 
They were afraid they would not get their 
annuity money, Which had not arrived as 
yet. They had been complaining bitterly 
of starvation, and on this day made an 
attack on the warehouse, carrying off a 
great deal of flour and other provisions. 
The matter, however, was finally adjusted, 
and the agent issued rations, promising to 
distribute their money as soon as it should 
arrive. Noneof the Indians, however, were 
punished for their attack on the supply 
house. 

We now come to the massacre itself, the 
first blow of which fell upon the town of 
Acton, in Meeker County, about thirty-five 
miles northeast of the Lower Sioux Agency. 
On Sunday, August 17, 1862, six Sioux In 
dians brutally murdered a man named Jones, 
with his wife and a daughter, and a man 
named Webster and Howard Baker. 

On the next day, Monday, the massacre 
at the Lower Agency occurred, where many 
were killed and fearfully mutilated. A few 
escaped and made their way to the castern 
settlements. The Indians declared it to be 
their intention to kill or drive off all the 
whites to the east of the Mississippi River, 
and to sparenone. All that day the work 
of plunder went on at the lower agency, 
and when the stores and dwellings had been 
emptied, they were fired. So complete was 
the surprise and so sudden and unexpected 
the terrible blow that not a single one of the 
host of savages was slain. In thirty min- 
utes from the time the first gun was fired 
not a white person was left alive. All 
were either weltering in their gore or had 
fled in fear and terror from that place of 
death. It seems that hundreds of the In- 
dians had gathered here and then dispersed 
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through the scattered See ionte Tou. tran Meer A Sinttihico ne for their 
murder ous work. 

On the same morning—of August 18— 
the massacre began on the north Bide of the 
Minnesota River, from Birch Coolie to 
Beaver Creek and beyond, and the region 
was strewn with the reinbilaetcdl bodies oF the 
dead and dying men, women and children. 
So the terrible paras continued, murder- 
ing and burning ; none were allowed to es- 
cape who could possibly be discovered. The 
outbreak extended overa vast scope of coun- 
try, and the Indians numbered well up into 
the thousands. The entire length of the 
Minnesota and its tributaries, and out into 
Dakota, together with all the western part 
of this State was the scene everywhere of a 
carnival of blood. The counties affected 
have already been named. 

On the 18th of August the Indians at- 
tacked New Ulm, and after several battles 
and skirmishes were defeated. A few days 
later the whites evacuated the town and 
moved toward Mankato. 

On the 18th of August the battle at Lower 
Agency Ferry was fought. 

‘On the 20th, seeing they were foiled in 
their attack on New Ulm, they made a 
furious assault on Fort Ridgely. A number 
of whites were killed and wounded, but the 
Indians were defeated. The attack was re- 
newed on the 22d and another severe battle 


occurred, which was ended by night coming | 


on. 

Numerous engagements were also fought 
in the northern part of the State. 

Throughout all the Minnesota River coun- 
try many women and children were taken 
prisoners. Inthe meantime companies had 
been raised and were everywhere following 
up the Indiansand guarding the various posts 
at which the settlers had gathered. These 
various companies had also picked up a great 
many wounded found on the prairies, and also 
buried the dead. On the Ist of September, 
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Company A, Sixth Regiment Minnesota Vol 
unteers, under Capt. H. P. Grant, fete 
the battle of Birch Coolie, a most terrible 
and bloody engagement. The noble little 
band of soldiers were relieved on September 
3, by an advance movement of Col. Sibley’s 
forces at Fort Ridgely. The signal defeat 
of Little Crow at this battle, in effect, ended 
the efforts of the Indians in subduing the 
whites on the border. After this battle all 
of the Indian forces under Little Crow he- 
zan a retreat up the valley of the Minnesota 
toward Yellow Medicine; and on Septem- 
ber 16, Col. Sibley, with his whole column, 
moved in pursuit of the fleeing foe, and on 
the 23d they came up with the Indians and 
defeated them in the battle of Wood Lake. 
This put an end to the hopes of Little Crow. 
On thesame day asthe battle of Wood Lake, 
the Wapeton band of Indians surrendered 
later and turned over to Col. Sibley all the 
captives—107 whites and 162 half-breeds. 
This place has since been known as “ Camp 
Release.” 

After the disaster at Wood Lake, Little 
Crow retreated in the direction of Big Stone 
Lake, with those who remained with him. 
The chief was never captured, but is said to 
have been killed at Scattered Lake in 1863. 
Col. Sibley continued to pursue the deserting 
Indians, and demanded the surrender of all 
bands. By the 8th of October, 1862, prison- 
ers had come in and surrendered to the num- 
ber of 2,000. Scouting parties were sent 
over various parts of the West, and, until all 
danger of further depredations was ast, 
soldiers were stationed at all of the frontier 
posts and settlements. 

A inilitary commission was soon after 
inaugurated to try the parties charged with 
inurder of white persons. On the Sth of 
November, 1862, 321 Indians and their allies 
were found guilty, and 803 were recom- 
mended for capital punishment, and the 
others for imprisonment. They were im- 
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mediately removed under a guard of 1,500 1500+) dai iA As to the other thirty-eight the sen- 
men to South Bend, on the Minnesota River, | tence was executed at Mankatoon the day set. 
to await further jiveloes from the govern- On the 16th of February, 1863, the trea- 

ment. The final decision of the President | ties before that time existing between the 
was rendered on the 17th of December, 1862, | United States and these “annuity Indians” 
ordering that forty of these be hung on Fri- | were abrogated and annulled, and all jands 
day, December 96. One of these diced a| and rights of occupancy, and all annuities 
short time before the day set, and one other, ; and claims then existing in favor of said 
a half breed, had his sentence commuted to | Indians, were declared forfeited. Thus ended 
imprisonment for life just before the fatal ' the saddest chapter of Minnesota’s history. 
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TERRITORIAL AND STATE OFFICERS. 
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t mv EIT first governor of the Terri- 
a tory of Minnesota was Alexander 


1, 1849, to May 15, 1853. Willis 
A. Gorman sueceeded him, and 
held the office until April 23, 
1857. Samuel Medary was the 
next territorial governor, and 
held the office until the State 
officers were sworn in, May 24, 185s. 

The first secretary of the Territory was 
Charles K. Smith, who served from June 1, 
1849, until October 23,1851, when Alexander 
Wilkin qualified and held the office until 
May 15, 1853. Joseph Travis Rosser was 
the next, and served until April 23, 1857. 
Charles L. Chase, the last territorial sec- 
retary, qualified on the date last named and 
served until succeeded by the newly chosen 
secretary of state, May 24, 1558. 

The office of territorial treasurer was first 
filled by Calvin A. Tuttle, who served from 
November 3, 1849, to July 2, 1853. George 
W. Prescott came next and retained the 
position until February 24, 1854. Succeed- 
ing him Charles E. Leonard served until 
May 7, 1857, when George W. Armstrong 
was appointed: and served until the State 
officers qualified, May 24, 1558. 

J. E. McKusick was the first ¢erritorial 


auditor, qualifying November 8, 1849, and | 


serving until November 30, 1852. 
Vorhees succeeded him and held the oflice 


A. Van 


until the 15th of May, 1853, when Socrates | 


Nelson qualified. 
Georgii took charge of the office and served 
until succeeded by the State auditor, May 
24, 1858. 


1 


January 17, 1854, Julius | 


I} 
~~ 


TERRITORIAL OFFICERS, 


During the existence of the Territory of 


| Minnesota, Lorenzo A. Babcock and then 
Ramsey, who served from June | 


Lafayette Emmett were the only ones to 
hold the office of attorney general. The 
first named served from June 1, 1849, until 
May 15, 1853, and the latter from 1853 until 
May 24, 1858. 

In territorial times there were no district 
judges, but the justices of the supreme court 
attended to all judicial matters now within 
the jurisdiction of the district bench. The 
first chief justice of the territorial supreme 
court was Aaron Goodrich, who served frorn 
June 1, 1849, to November 13, 1851, when 
Jerome Iuller was appointed and presided 
until December 16, 1852. Henry Z. Ilayner 
was next appointed, but never presided at a 
term of court. William H. Welch was ap- 
pointed April 7, 1853, and served until May 
94, 1858, 

David Cooper and Bradley B. Mecker 
were the first associate justices, and served 
from June 1, 1849, until April 7, 1853. 
Their successors were Andrew G. Chatfield 
and Moses G. Sherburne, who retained the 
positions until April, 1857, and were fol- 
lowed by RK. R. Nelson and Charles E. 
Flandrau, who served until the State officers 
qualified. 

The clerks of the territorial supreme court 
were: James K. Humphrey, Andrew J. Whit- 
ney and George W. Prescott, in the order 
named. The reporters were: William Jlol- 
linshead, Isaac Atwater, John B. Brisbin, M. 
KE. Ames and Harvey Officer. 

Henry I. Sibley was the -first delegate 
from the Territory to Congress, serving from 
January 15, 1849, to March 4, 1853, Henry 
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M. Rice was the second, serving from De- 
cember 5, 1858, to March 4, 1857, when he 
was succeeded by W. W. Kingsbury, who 
qualified December 7, 1857, and whose term 
expired May 11, 1858. 


STATE OFFICERS. 


The governors of the State of Minnesota, 
in their order have been as follows: Henry 
H. Sibley, from May 24, 1858, to January 2, 
1860; Alexander Ramsey, to July 10, 1863 ; 
YIenry A. Swift, to January 11, 1864; 
Stephen Miller, during 1864-5; William IR. 
Marshall, during 1866-7-8-9 ; Horace Aus- 
tin, during 1870-1-2-3 ; Cushman K. Davis, 
during 1874-5; John S. Pillsbury, during 
1876-—7-8-9-S0-81 ; Lucius F. Tlubbard, dur- 
ing 1882-3-4-5-6, and A. R. McGill, the 
present governor, who assumed the duties of 
the office January 5, 1887. | 

The lieutenant governors since the organ- 
ization of the State have been as follows: 
William TIolcomb, from May 24, 1858, to 
January 2, 1860; Ignatius Donnelly, to 
March 3, 1863; Henry A. Swift, to July 10, 
1863; Charles D. Sherwood, during 1864-5 ; 
Thomas II. Armstrong, during 1866-7-8-9 ; 
William H. Yale, during 1870-1-2-3; Al 
phonzo Barto, during 1874-5; James B. 
Wakefield, during 1876-7-8-9; C. A. Gill 
man, during 18S0-1-2-3--4-5-6, and A. E. 
Nice, who qualified January +, 1887. 

The office of secretary of State has been 
filled successively by the following gen- 
tlemen: Francis Baasen, from May 24, 1858, 
to January. 2, 1860; James H. Baker, to 
November 17, 1862; David Blakely, to Janu- 
ary 8, 1866; Henry C. Rogers, during the 
years 1866-7-8-9; Ilans Mattson, during 
1870-1; S. P. Jennison, during 1872-38-45 ; 
John 8. Irgens, during 1876-7-S-9; Fred. 
Von Baumbach, during 1880-1-2-3-4-5-6, 
and Hans Mattson, during 1887-8. 

The State treasurers have been as follows: 
George W. Armstrong, from May 24, 1858, 
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to January 2, 1860; Charles: Scheffer, during 
1860-1-2-3-4-5-6-7 ; Emil Munch, during 
1868—9-70-1 ; William Seeger, from January 
5, 1872, to February 7, 1873 ; Edwin W. Dv ke, 
to January 7, 1876; William Pfaender, dur- 
ing 1876-7-8-9 ; Charles Kittelson, during 
1880-1-2-3-4-5-6, and Joseph Lobleter, the 
present treasurer, who was elected for 
1887-8. 

The auditors of State have been as fol- 
lows: W.F. Dunbar, from May 24, 1858, 
to January 1, 1861; Charles McIlrath to 
January 13, 1873; O. P. Whitcomb, to Jan- 
uary 10, 1882, and W. W. Braden, who is 
the present incumbent of the office. 

The office of attorney general has been 
filled as follows: Charles Il. Berry, served 
from May 24, 1858, to January 2, 1860; Gor- 
don E. Cole, served during 1860-1-2-3-4-5 ; 
William Colville, during 1866-7; I. Ri. E. 
Cornell, during 1868-9-70-1-2-3 ; George P. 
Wilson, during 1874—5-6-7-8-9 ; Charles M. 
Start, from January 10, 1880, to March 11, 
1881; W. J. Hahn, to January, 5, 1887, and 
Moses E. Clapp, the present attorney general. 

The present board of railroad commission- 
ers is made up of Horace Austin, John L. 
Gibbs and George L. Becker. Those who 
have composed the board in the past were: 
A.J. Edgerton, W. Rt. Marshall, J. J. Ran- 
dall, J. H. Baker and S. S. Murdock. 

Edward D. Neill was the first superintenc- 
ent of public instruction for Minnesota. Ie 
was appointed in March, 1860, and on the 
Ist of July, 1861, was succeeded by B.. I. 
Crary. From 1862 to 1867 the secretary cf 
State was ex-officio superintendent, but on 
April 1, 1867, M. IL, Dunnell was appointed 
superintendent, and served until August, 
1870, when he was succeeded by IT. b. Wi- 
son. April 3, 1875, David Burt was ap- 
pointed superintendent, and retained the 
office until succeeded by the present incun.. 
bent, D. L. Kiehl, who was appointed Sep 
tember 1, 1881. 
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The office of insurance commissioner has 
been held in turn by Pennock Pusey, A. R. 
McGill and Charles Shandrew; the last 
named gentleman having been appointed 
January 6, 1SS7, is the present commissioner. 

The commissioners of statistics have been 
as follows: J. A. Wheelock, Pennock Pusey, 
C. F. Solberg, J. B. Phillips, T. M. Metcalf, 
J. P. Jacobson, F. Sneedorff, Oscar Malmros, 
A. F. Nordin, Victor Hjortsberg and Her- 
man Stockenstrom. 

The following is a list of the gentlemen 
who have filled the office of adjutant-gen- 
eral: Alex. C. Jones, W. H. Acker, John B. 
Sanborn, Oscar Malmros, John Peller, H. P. 
Van Cleve, M. D. Flower, H. A. Castle, H. 
P. Van Cleve, A. C. Hawley, OC. M. McCar- 
thy and F. W. Seeley. 

JUDICIARY. 

The first chief justice of the supreme court 
of the State was Lafayette Emmett, who 
was sworn in May 24, 1858, and served until 
January 10, 1865. Thomas Wilson suc- 
ceeded him and served until July 14, 1869, 
when he was succeeded by James Gilfillan. 
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Christopher G. Ripley was the next, holding 
the position from January 7, 1870, unti! 
April 7, 1874, when he was followed by s, 
J. It. MeMillan, who served until March 10, 
1875. Atthat time James Gilfillan became 
chief justice, and is the present incumbent. 

The following statements will show the 
associate justices, together with the date of 
qualification of each: Charles E. Flandrau 
and Jsaac Atwater served from May 2f, 
1858, to July 6, 1864; 8. J. R. MeMillan 
from July 6, 1864, to April 7, 1874; Thomas 
Wilson from July 6, 1864, to January 10, 
1865; George B. Young from April 16, 
1874, to January 11, 1875; F. R. E. Cornell 
from January 11, 1875, to May 23, 1881, and 
Greenleaf Clark from March 14, 1881, to 
January 12, 1882. The present associate 
justices are John M. Berry, who first quali- 
fied January 10, 1865; D. A. Dickinson, 
since June 27, 1881; William Mitchell, since 
March 14, 1881, and C. E. Vanderburgh, 
since January 12, 1882. 

As to district courts, the State is now 
divided into thirteen districts. 
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ci aeoastepnae ae IN THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS, AND THE 


é IENATORS. The first United States 
Senators from Minnesota 
James Shields and Henry M. Rice, 
who took theoath of office May 
11, 1858. The former was suc- 
ceeded on March 4th, 1860, by 
Morton 8. Wilkinson, who served 
the full term. Daniel S. Norton 
was sworn in to succeed Wilkin- 
son, March 4, 1867, and died 
while in office, July 14, 1870. O. 
P. Stearns was appointed, and served out the 
few weeks left of the term. William Win- 
dom came next, and retained the office until 
March 12, 1881, when he was succeeded by 
A. J. Edgerton, who resigned, however, in 
October of the same year, and William Win- 
dom was again chosen, serving until suc- 
ceeded by one of the present Senators, D. M. 
Sabin, March 4, 1883. 

Henry M. Rice, who was mentioned as a 
colleague of James Shields, served as United 
States Senator from May 11, 1858, to March 
4, 1863, when Alexander Ramseytsucceeded 
him, and retained the position until March 4, 
1875. S.J. R. McMillan became 
States Senator on the day last named, 
oceupied the position for two full terms — 


twelve years—being succeeded March 4, 
1887, by Cushman K. Davis, one of the 


present Senators. 
REPRESENTATIVES IN CONG 
The territorial delegates have already been 


RESS. 


were | 


United | 
and 
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CREATION OF COUNTIES. 


spoken of. When the State of Minnesota 
was organized, it was entitled to two represent- 
atives in the House of Representatives of 
the United States. This state of affairs con- 
tinued until 1871, when a reapportionment 
was made, and the State was allowed three 
members of the House. At that time the 
State was divided into three congressional 
districts —No. 1, embracing the southern, 
No. .2 the central. and No. 8 the northern 
portion of the State. In 1881 another ap- 
portionment was made, by which the State 
secured five Representatives. This is the 
present status of the representation. The 
State is divided into five congressional dis- 
tricts, as follows: The first district includes 
Houston, Fillmore, Mower, Freeborn, Steele, 
Dodge, Olmsted, Winona and Wabasha 
counties ; the second district includes Fari- 
bault, Blue Earth, Waseca, Watonwan, Muar- 
tin, Cottonwood, Jackson, Murray, Nobles, 
Nock, Pipestone, Lincoln, Lyon, Redwood, 
Brown, Nicollet, Yellow Medicine, Lae qui 
Parle, Sibley and Le Sueur counties; the 


| third district embraces Goodhue, Rice, Swift, 


Dakota, Scott, Carver, McLeod, Meeker, 
Kandiyohi, Renville and Chippewa counties 5 
the fourth district includes Washington, 
Ramsey, Hennepin, Wright, Pine, Kanabee, 

Anoka, Chisago, Tsanti wa Sieber ne coun- 
ties, and the fifth district includes Mille 
Benton, Morrison, Stearns, Pope, Douglas, 
Stevens, Big Stone, Traverse, Grant, Todd, 
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Crow Wing, Aitkin, Carlton, Wadena, Otter 
Tail, Wilkin, Cass, Becker, Clay, Polk, Bel- 
trami, Marshall, Hubbard, Kittson, Itasca, 
St. Louis, Lake and Cook counties. 

The following is a list of the various ¢en- 
tlemen who have represented Minnesota in 
the lower house of Congress, with the years 
during which they served. With one or two 
exceptions, the term of office began and 
closed March 4th. 

W. W. Phelps, 1858-9; J. M. Cavenaugh, 
1858 ; -William Windom, 1860-1-2-3-4-5-6-7-S ; 
Cyrus Aldrich, 1860-1-2; Ignatius Donnelly, 
1864-5-6-7-8; M. S. Wilkinson, 1869-70; E. 
M. Wilson, 1869-70; John T. Averill, 1871-2- 
3-4; M. I. Dunnell, from 1871 to 1883; H. 
B. Straight, 1874-5-6-7-8; William S. King, 
1876; J. H. Stewart, 1878; Henry Poehler, 
1879-80; H. B. Straight, 1881-2-3-4-5-6; W. 
D. Washburn, 1879-80-1-2-3-4; Milo White, 
1883-45-6; J. B. Wakefield, 1853-4-5-6; 
Knute Nelson, 1883-4-5-6-7-8; J. B. Gilfillan, 
1885-6; Thomas Wilson, 1887-8; John Lind, 
1887-8 ; John L. McDonald, 1887-8 ; Edmund 
Rice, 1887-8. 


CREATION OF COUNTIES. 


In this connection we present a list of the 
counties of Minnesota, together with the 
date on which they were created by the terri- 
torial or State Legislatures, wiz.: 


Aitkin, May 23, 1857, @arshall, February 25, 1879, 
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Anoka, May 23, 1857, Martin, May 23, 1857, 
3ecker, March 18, 1858, Meeker, February 23, 1859, 
Beltrami, I bru’ry 28, 1866, Mille Lacs, May 23, 1857, 
Benton, October 27, 1849, Morrison, Febr’ry 25, 1s5s, 
Big Stone, F’br'ry 20, 1862, Mower, February 20, 1855, 
Blue Earth, March 5, 1853, Murray, May 23, 1857, 
Brown, February 20, 1855, Nicollet, March 5, 1853, 
Carlton, May 23, 1857, Nobles, May 23, 1857, 
Carver, February 20, 1855, Norman, Nov’mb’r 29, 188}, 
Cass, September 1, 1851, | Olmsted, February 20, 1855, 
Chippewa, F"br’ry 20, 1862, Otter Tail. March 18, 185s, 
Chisago, September 1, 1851, Pine, March 31, 1856, 
Clay, March 2, 1862, Pipestone, May 28, 1857, 
Cook, March 9, 1874, Polk, July 20, 1858, 
Cottonwood, May 23, 1857, Pope, February 20, 1862, 
Crow Wing, May 23, 1857, Ramsey, October 27, 1845), 
Dakota, October 27, 1849, Redwood, February 6, 1862, 
Dodge, February 20, 1855, Renville, February 20, 1855, 
Douglas, March 8, 1858, Rice, March 5, 1853, 
Faribault, F’br'ry 20, 1855, Rock, March 23, 1857, 
Fillmore, March 5, 1853, St. Louis, March 1, 1856, 
Freeborn, F’br’ry, 20, 1855, Scott, March 5, 1858, 
Goodhue, March 5, 18538, Sherburne, Feb’y 25, 1856 
Grant, March 6, 1868, Sibley, March 5, 1853, 
Hennepin, March 6, 1852, Stearns, February 20, 1855, 
Houston, Feb’ry 23, 1854, Steele, February 20, 1555, 
ILubbard, Feb'y 26, 1883, Stevens, February 20, 1860, 
Isanti, February 18, 1857, Swift, March 4, 1870, 
Itasca, October 29, 1849, Todd, February 20, 1862, 
Jackson, May 23, 1857, Travers, February 20, 1862, 
Kanabec, March 13, 1858, Wabasha, October 27, 1849, 
Kandiyohi, March 20,1858, Wadena, July 11, 1858, 
Kittson, February 25, 1879, Waseca, February 27, 1857, 
Lac qui Parle, Nov. 3, 1871, Washington, Oct. 27, 1849, 
Lake, March 1, 1856, Watonwan, Nov. 6, 1860, 
Le Sueur, March 5, 18538, Wilkin, March 6, 1868, 
Lincoln, March 6,1873, Winona, February 23, 1849, 
Lyon, November 2, 1869, Wright, February 20, 1850, 
McLeod, March 1, 1856, Yellow Medicine, Novem- 
ber 38, 1871. 
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ON. WILLIAM H. GREENLEAF, 
a prominent lumber dealer of the 
village of Litchfield, is one of the 

early pioneers of Meeker county who has 

risen to prominence through his own unaided 
efforts. He is a native of Allegheny, now 

Livingston county, New York, born Decem- 

ber 7, 1834, and is the son of William and 

Elmira (Sanford) Greenleaf, natives of the 

Empire State and Vermont, respectively. 

The Greenleaf family is of respectable antiq- 

uity in this country, the chain of ancestry 

having been traced back as follows: William 

Greenleaf, the father of our subject, was the 

son of Tilly Greenleaf and was born Decem- 

ber 23, 1797. Tilly was the son of Israel 

Greenleaf, and born oe 25,1770. Israel 

was born March 28, 1782, and was the son 

of Dr. Daniel Greenleaf, who was born No- 
vember 7, 1702, died July, 1795, and was the 
son of Rev. Daniel Greenleaf. The latter 
was the son of Stephen Greenleaf, Jr., and 
was born February 10, 1680, and died Au- 
gust 26, 17638, his father’s birth having taken 
place August 15, 1652, and his death October 

16, 1745. Stephen Greenleaf, Sr., was born 

in 1630, and was the son of Edmund Green- 

leaf, and died December 1, 1600. Tlis father, 


Edmund, was born in the parish of Brixham, 
Devonshire, England, about 1600, and came 
with his family in 1635 to this country and 
settled at Newbury, in the colony of Massa- 
chusetts Bay. He was the lineal descend- 
ant of an old French Huguenot family, who 
left their home in La Belle France on account 
of religious persecutions early in the sixteenth 
century, the name Greenleaf being a literal 
translation of their French name, Fuillevert. 

The subject of this personal memoir, Will- 
iam II., when he was but eight years of age, 
removed with his parents to Jefferson county, 
Wisconsin, which in that year, 1843, was but 
a new country, where his father settled upon 
a farm. When he had attained the age of 
seventeen, William IT. commenced attending 
school at the Fort Atkinson Academy, his 
earlier education having been derived from 
the common schools, and remained at that 
institution some two years, after which he 
acquired a knowledge of civil engineering. 
In 1856, during the Kansas troubles, le made 
a trip to that territory with a company raised 
by Prof. Daniels, for the assistance of the 
Free Soilers. He returned to Wisconsin 
where, in 1857, he was engaved as surveyor 
on the Wisconsin Central railroad. In the 
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spring of 1858 he came to Meeker county and 
located upon section 20, Ellsworth township, 
where he put up a saw mill and improved the 

rater power. He also took up a homestead 
on section 25, in Greenleaf township, which 
township was named in his honor. A_ his- 
tory of his business operations while in the vil- 
lage of Greenleaf is given in detail elsewhere 
in this volume. While a resident of that place 
he was awakened at four o’clock on the morn- 
ing of August 18, 1862, and told the dread- 
ful tidings of murder and rapine that her- 


alded the terrible massacre of that eventful ° 


year, and as soon as possible took his wife 
and ten-months-old child to St. Paul for se- 
curity, and then returned to help make a 
stand against the red fiends who were depop- 
ulating the border. He stopped at Hutchin- 
son, where he went through the experience of 
border warfare with the people of that vil- 
lage and remained that fall. He then went 
to Minneapolis, where he made his home un- 
til March, 1864, and then returned to this 
county, where he has lived ever since. In 
the spring of 1872 he removed to Litchfield, 
and put up some of the first buildings in that 
town. In 1871 he entered into the general 
merchandise business in that “burg” in 
which he continued until 1876. In 1874 he 
was appointed receiver of the United States 
Land office at this place and continued in 
that office, having been reappointed in 1878, 
until 1879, when he resigned. in 1878 he 
purchased the lumber yard of M. J. Flynn, 
and in 1880 that of H. B. Brown, and consoli- 
dated the two, thus establishing his present 
business. In 1882 the present firm was formed 
by the admission of his son, Charles A., toa 
full partnership. 

In the fall of 1870 Mr. Greenleaf was 
elected by the people of this district to rep- 
resent them in the State Legislature, and 
served continuously for three sessions in that 
capacity. In 1882 he was sent to the State 


‘schools at Perrysyille, 


Senate and for four years was a member of | 


_a party of Government surveyors. 
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that august body, looking sharply after the 
interests of his constituents. Ile was united 
in marriage September 27, 1859, with Miss 
Cordelia J. DeLong, the daughter of Hiram 
and Maria DeLong, the latter a niece of the 
celebrated revolutionary general, Ethan Al- 
len. Her father is still living at Greenleaf 
village at the ripe old age of eighty-nine 
years. The result of this marriage has been 
four children—Charles A., of whom a sketch 
is given elsewhere; Jessie A., now Mrs. H.S. 
3ranham ; and twins, Frankie and Fred, de- 
ceased. ij 


GBI 


NET ORRIS Y. TAYLOR, an enterprising, 
YQY prosperous and reliable farmer of 
Ellsworth township, has his home upon sec- 
tion 17. He settled on this place on coming to 
the county in 1874, and has now a fine farm 
of 246 acres of excellent arable land for the 
most part, 110 of which is under a high state 
of tillage. He carries on general farming, 
but gives considerable attention to dairy in- 
terests, keeping about thirty head of cattle, 
mostly of Holstein strains. 

Our subject is a native of Illinois, born in 
Vermilion county, October 8, 1850. He 
commenced life young, for when but sixteen 
years of age he hired out to work for ten dol- 
lars per month. ILis next move was to work 
for his board and go to school, with the set 
purpose of making up for the lack of earlier 
opportunity. In this way he acquired the 
elements of an excellent education, taking a 
course or more in the higher branches, in the 
Ind. He now com- 
inenced farming in the neighborhood of Bis- 
marek. In the spring of 1870, having had 
an attack of some lung disease, he came to 
Minnesota and was engaged in lumber yards 
at Stillwater, but a few months later he moved 
to St. Pauland was engaged as chainman by 
This kind 


of business recuperating his health and being 
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agreeable to him, he continued to follow it 
seven years in one capacity or another until 
he rose to be superintendent in charge of the 
party. The north shores of Lake Superior, 
the White Earth reservation, the Red River 
valley, and the Leach Lake reservation were 
all the scenes of his labors. In 1877 he gave 
up his wandering and came to Meeker county, 
where he had settled, or rather bought a farm 
and worked it between his surveying expedi- 
tions. Here he remained until 1880, when 
he accepted the superintendency of the “ No- 
bles county farm,” of George I. Seney, of New 
York, but the next year transferred his ser- 
vices to the executors of the Horace Thomp- 
son estate in the same capacity. For three 
- years he managed one of their farms, and 
then came back here and has remained ever 
since. 

Mr. Taylor was married May 3, 1881, to 
Miss Fina Shuart, a native of Geauga county, 
Ohio, and daughter of William and Mary 
Ann Shuart, and by this union there have 
been three children—George S., Wilford B., 
and Marion. 

In his views Mr. Taylor is entirely free 
politically, and independent of party lines. 
He was elected to the office of town clerk 
in the spring of 1888, and still holds that 
office. 


y. AMES SHELLEY. Among the promi- 
©} nent pioneers of Darwin township, and 
well-to-do farmers, there is none that has 
more influence in the community in which 
he lives than the subject of this sketch. He 
has his residence upon section 26, on his fine 
farm of 500 acres, 120 of which are under a 
high state of cultivation, where he carries on 
agricultural pursuits. 

Mr. Shelley is a native of Ireland, born in 
County Tipperary, in the parish of Lough- 
more, where his fathers and ancestors had 


lived from time immemorial. In 1848, that 
eventful year in Irish history, he left his na- 
tive land and disembarked at New York after 
a long voyage, and for over seven years was 
employed at Wilberham, Mass. At the ex- 
piration of that time he came West, and after 
one week spent in Wisconsin, settled in 
Meeker county. April 29, 1857, he took a 
claim by preémption, the northeast quarter 
of section 22, Darwin township. At that 
time there were but eight or ten men settled 
here and the country was in its wild and 
primitive condition. After putting in his 
crop of potatoes, corn, etc., and working 
around some, he went to Minneapolis and 
fired on board the steamer H. M. Rice, then 
plying upon the river. [Returning to his 
farm, he passed the winter here and made 
this his home until the Indian troubles of 
1862. Before this he had been accustomed 
to trade with the Sioux and found them 
peacefully inclined, although they would 
steal whatever they could lay their hands on. 
When he heard of the outbreak he was har- 
vesting, but at once went to Forest City, and 
the next morning started for Clearwater, 
where he went to work for Eugene Baldwin. 
Shortly after he came back and procured some 
of his things and returned to Clearwater. He 
was back and forth several times, and in the 
fall took some of his stock to Minneapolis, 
and then returnedand passed the winter here. 
He then went to Minneapolis and remained 


nearly all the time, occasionally coming to 
his place to see about it, until the spring of 


1865, when he came to stay and has lived on 
his place ever since. 

Mr. Shelley was married in 1866 to Miss 
Mary Vaughan, in Minneapolis, and by this 
union there have been born four children— 
William, John, Daniel, and James, all of 
whom are still living. Both Mr. and Mrs. 
Shelley are members of the Roman Catholic 
Chureh and prompt in the fulfillment of their 
religious duties. 
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C. MARTIN, ex-judge of probate of 
Meeker county, is one of the most 
prominent attorneys at Litchfield. He isa 
native of Tuscarawas county, Ohio, where 
he was born on the 20th of January, 1843. 
His parents were Samuel M. and Martha 
(McGrew) Martin; the father a native of 
Pennsylvania, but who had come to Ohio 
when young; the mother a native of Ohio. 
They both died when the subject of this 
sketch was six years old, and N. C. went to 
live with his grandmother, who was carrying 
onafarm. In 1864 she removed to Indiana 
and our subject remained on the farm, except 
the time he spent in the army, until he was 
twenty-eight years of age. On the 2nd of 
June, 1862, N. C. Martin enlisted in Com- 
pany G, Eighty-sixth Ohio, and served dur- 
ing that year in West Virginia. Ile was 
then mustered out of that regiment, and 
enlisted in Company B, One Hundred and 
Twenty-ninth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, on 
the 20th of June, 1863. He served in West 
Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee and Virginia. 
He never missed a day’s service during his 
army life, and was finally mustered out as 
orderly sergeant on the 5th of March, 1864. 

In 1870 Mr. Martin began reading law at 
Bowling Green, Clay county, Ind., with 
Hon. E. Miles, now of Denver, Colorado. 
In 1871 he was admitted to the bar and in 
the spring of 1872 he established the Clay 
County Enterprise at Knightsville, in Ind- 
jana, a republican paper which is still run- 
ning,—the only republican paper in that 
county. Mr. Martin conducted that paper 
for one year, and a short time later he struck 
out for the West for the purpose of locating 
in Minnesota. After remaining a few days 
at St. Paul and Minneapolis he came to 
Litchfield, arriving August 20, 1873, and 
has since made that his home. While living 
at Knightsville, Indiana, he was married to 
Miss Clara 8. Ward. Upon his arrival at 
Litchfield Mr. Martin first engaged in the 
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law and real estate business, but in 1876 he 
established the Litchfield /ndependent and 
ran that as a greenback paper, supporting 
Peter Cooper for the presidency. He con- 
tinued in the newspaper business until June, 
1877, when he sole out, and the same fall 
was elected to the oflice of judge of probate 
of Meeker county on the greenback ticket. 
Ile was three times re-elected, the last time 
his nomination being endorsed by all the 
parties. He served from January 1, 1878, 
until January 1, 1887, and in the fall of 1887 
was unanimously renominated, but declined. 
Since that time Mr. Martin has given his 
attention wholly to the practice of law, also 
carrying on an extensive real estate and 
loan agency. He has always taken an act- 
ive interest in all matters affecting the wel- 
fare of Litchfield. Ife was one of the prin- 
cipal workers in the original organization of 
the Frank Daggett Post, Grand Army of 
the Republic, and has taken an active inter- 
est in its progress. He held the office of 
commander of the post for four successive 
terms, a fact which speaks for itself, as the 
office is one which is usually held but one 
term. In 1879 Mr. Martin was a candidate 
for Attorney General on the greenback ticket 
and for a number of years took a very active 
interest in political matters. Mr. and Mrs. 
Martin have seven children, Myrtle, Daisy, 
Clara May, Belle, Emma, Nathan and an 
infant. 
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OHN M. MOUSLEY, one of the earliest 

settlers of Meeker county,and an hon- 
ored and respected citizen of Ellsworth, has 
his residence upon section 22 of that town, 
where he first settled in 1858. He isa native 
of England, born in Manchester December 
6, 1827, and is the son of Samuel and 
Nancy (Mason) Mousley, natives, also, of 
“Albion.” The family came to Canada in 
1851, and settled in Elgin county, where 
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Samuel died of lung disease in 1864. He 
was born in 1792. His wife, who first saw 
the Jight in 1795, died in England in Novem- 
ber, 1849. The father of our subject was a 
cotton dyer by trade, having learned the 
trade when a bov. He was an excellent 
citizen, a good Christian man and a kind 
neighbor. Both he and his estimable wife 
were members of the Church of England, or 
Episcopal Church. They were the parents of 
five children—James, Alfred, Jane, John and 
Alice. 

The subject of this narrative continued 
to make his home beneath the parental 
roof until the spring of 1842, when, although 
but fourteen years of age, he crossed tie 
briny deep to Canada, where he had an uncle 
living, with whom he made his home for 
some eight years. During this time he as- 
sisted in the work upon the farm and at- 
tended the common schools, receiving there- 
from the elements of a fair education. 

Most of this was obtained under difficulties, 
as hard and persistent work was the order of 
the day. He finally commenced to learn the 
blacksmith’s trade with McPherson, Glaseow 
& Co., but after the expiration of his three 
years’ apprenticeship returned to his uncle's, 
working for him in the summer. Ife then 
took up his trade in the employ of several 
parties, and continued thus employed until 
he came to this county, in 1858, as detailed 
above. After taking his claim of 160 acres 
of land, the next spring he went to St. Paul 
and went to work for one Frank Gilman in 
a foundry. With what he eafned he pur- 
chased a yoke of oxen and the various tools 
he would need, and returned here and com- 
menced the development of his farm, and 
has seen it grow from pristine wildness to 
its present condition. He has since that, once 
or twice, worked at his trade, but only for 
short periods. 5 

Mr. Mousley was married in April, 1564, 
to Miss Catherine Doane, a native of Canada, 
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born in’ 1841, who died in January, 18792, 
leaving four children—James Alfred, Ilattie 
Jane, Frank M.,and Alice Ann. Hattie died 
in the spring of 18S1, when some fifteen 
years old; and Alice died Angust 26, 1886. 
Mr. M. has held the offices of town super- 
visor, town clerk and school clerk for years. 


~ (Pe rptre~ Z, 
Set CES at ae 


ie=JETER MARTENSON is 
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engaged in 
farming on section 25, Litchfield town- 
ship. Ie is a son of Marten and Annie Isaac- 
son, and was born in Sweden, on the 27th of 
February, 1845. Peter was engaged in farm- 
ing with his father in the old country until 
1869, when he started for America. IIe 
came direct to Meeker county, Minn., and 
purchased a tract of railroad Jand on section 
25, in Litchfield township. During the win- 
ter of 1871-2 he re-visited the fatherland, 
but the pleasure of his visit was marred by 
the death of his father on the very day that 
he arrived at the old home. In the spring 
of 1872, he was married to Ellen Larson, a 
daughter of Lars and Ellen Peterson, and 
in the following May he returned to the 
United States, and to his Meeker county 
home. Four children have been the fruits 
of their marriage, as follows: Louis, born 
October 14, 1872; John, born March 29, 
1876; Henry, born September 6, 1879: and 
Annie, born April 2, 1882. 

Like others in his neighborhood, Mr. 
Martenson has suffered from grasshoppers 
and hailstorms, but his industry and perse- 
verance have enabled him to recover from 
these reverses and he is now in comfortable 
circumstances. 


DELANEY, a prosperous 
and industrious farmer of — Ells- 
worth township, residing upon section 16, 
came to Meeker county in 1877, and located 
on the place where his home now is. He had 
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purchased the land some time previous to 
this, but he has made nearly all, if not all, the 
improvements here, and he has now a mag- 
nificent property consisting of 3842 acres 
lying in this and Greenleaf townships. He 
is giving a large share of his attention to 
stock-raising, principally to half and three- 
quarter-bred Durham, Holstein and Jersey 
cattle. Tis home is one of the most beauti- 
ful in the township, and attracts the atten- 
tion of even the most casual observer. 

Mr. Delaney is a native of Ireland, born in 
County Leitrim, July 28, 1828, and is the 
son of Bernard and Catherine (McWeeny) 
Delaney, both of whom died in that “ever 
verdant isle,” the mother in 1863, the father 
in 1873, at theage of ninety years. Bernard 
Delaney was a farmer and followed that 
business as best he could in that oppressed 
land. He was the parent of but two chil- 
dren, Bernard and Michael. 

The latter, the subject of this biography, 
was reared among the beautiful scenery of 
the West of Ireland, but on attaining man- 
hood felt that he must seek in other countries 
the freedom from the Saxon’s yoke that has 
oppressed that island for seven centuries, and 
accordingly, in 1852, emigrated to the United 
States, landing in New York. From there, 
after stopping a short time in New Iaven, 
Conn., he went to the State of Virginia, 
where he was engaged in railroad construe- 
tion for four years. His next move was to 
Minneapolis, where he arrived in 1856, and 
made his home until 1877, except a year spent 
in Kentucky and Tennessee. 
Jast mentioned he moved to Meeker county. 

Mr. Delaney was united in marriage in 
June, 1858, with Miss Mary Garvey, a native 
County Mayo, Ireland, who had come to the 
United States a short time before. The 
ceremony took place in St. Anthony, now 
Minneapolis. By this union they have had 
seven children, six of whom survive: Mary, 
who is a teacher in the St. Paul schools; 


At the date: 
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John, teaching in Swift County, this State: 
Kate, who is teaching the school in District: 
68, Litchfield township; Wannah, who jx 
teaching in District 66, Ellsworth; Nellie and 
Anthony William. 


ON. JAMES B. ATKINSON, one of 

the pioneers of Meeker county, as 
wellas one of the most prominent citizens, js 
anative of Kingston, Canada, born November 
13, 1822. His parents were both natives of 
Yorkshire, England, but came to Ainerica 
in 1821, landing in New York, from whence 
they proceeded to Canada, where James J}. 
was born. About a year later they removed 
to Black Rock, N. Y., where they remained 
for about nine years. The father was a 
stone mason by trade, and during this time 
was contracting on canal bridges and other 
heavy work. Later, he purchased a large 
farm near Freeport, Penn., where he lived 
until the time of his death. The parents of 
James B. had four children, three of whom 
are still living—two in Minnesota and one 
in Kansas. 

James B. Atkinson remained at home with 
his parents until eighteen years of age, at- 
tending common schools most of the time. 
At the age referred to he began learning the 
printer’s trade at Freeport, following that at 
various places until he was twenty-two, when 
he returned home and rented a farm for 
twenty-one months. . The first fall from this 
experiment, the hay crop cleared him S600 
above all expenses, including the rent for 
the full time. The following winter, March 
9), 1845, he was married to Miss Abbie 
Sholes, of Allegheny City, Penn., but re- 
mained on the farm until the following fall, 
when he moved into Freeport and opened a 
butcher shop. Five or six years later, he 
sold out and began his afterward extensive 
business of railroad contracting, Ilis first 
contract was one for $8,000 0n the Allegheny 
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Valley road; next on the North-Western, 
now Pennsylvania, and from that to the Iron 
Mountain, on which he had a contract for over 
$100,000. Ilis next move was to return to 
Freeport, where he bought a stock of general 
merchandise and conducted that business for 
one year. Je then came West in search of 
a location, and spent some time in travelling 
through the eastern part of Iowa. In the 
spring of 1856, he decided to come to Min- 
neapolis, and, being pleased with the prospect 
there, he returned to New York for goods, 
was taken sick and laid up for three months. 
For this reason he did not get back to Min- 
neapolis until August of that year and the 
same fall came out to Rockford and took up 
a claim, where he remained thirty days. The 
town of Rockford had been laid out only that 
spring: game was abundant and the pros- 
pect generally tine. After returning to 
Minneapolis, where he remained some six 
-weeks, he went East for his family. Iis 
household goods were packed and shipped 
West, but the goods never arrived, nor have 
they ever been seen or heard of since. Early 
in the year 1857, he made his first trip to 
Meeker county, driving through with a team, 
bringing aload of goods and working his 
way through the “Big Woods.” Upon his 
arrival he located at Forest City. The coun- 
ty had just been organized and that country 
village, being the county seat, was the prin- 
cipal point within its limits, although there 
were neither business nor business houses 
there at that time. Mr. Atkinson, having 
brought the first goods to the county, went 


immediately to work getting up a building. . 


Hie then returned to Minneapolis for the 
balance of his goods. 

Having, like all others, taken up a clain, 
he placed his family upon it, and going back 
to St. Paul, proved up on it, paid for it, and 
returning with more goods, remoyed to the 


Village, where he opened his store for busi- 


ness, about March 1, 1857. He, the follow- 


Sieeeee 


ing fall, erected the hotel, which be ran in 
connection with his other businesses until 
1879. The store was kept by him until 
1865, when he disposed of it to his partner, 
he having taken Mark W. Piper in with him 
in 1862. During the winter of 1861-2 Mr. 
Atkinson made a trip to Pike’s Peak, but 
came home, arriving at Forest City, August 
1, just seventeen days previous to the Indian 


outbreak. At the time of the organization 
of the “Home Guards,” at Forest City 


he was elected first lieutenant. The meght 
previous to the attack upon the stockade, 
ammunition being short, he volunteered to 
go after a supply, and starting after night, 
alone, traveled through the “Big Woods,” 
beset with savage enemies, but, although 
aware of his peril, would not quail or flinch. 
His undaunted courage carried him through 
safely, and procuring powder, lead, and 
soldiers to relieve the garrison, he returned. 
He had previous to this, in company with 
Geo. C. Whitcomb, been raising a company 
for the Sixth Minnesota Infantry, but the 
outbreak stopped proceedings. He then 
enlisted and served as private and_ scout, 
although favored by his superior officers to a 
degree unknown elsewhere, on account of 
his social position and certain promises made 
to him but not fulfilled, in Company D, 
Second Cavalry. Ile remained with them 
until the close of hostilities with the red- 
skins, when he was given a commission to 
recruit men at St. Paul. After following 
this for a time he raised a company whieh 
was mustered into the service as Company 
JJ, First Minnesota Heavy Artillery, with 
which he served as captain, being stationed 
chiefly at Chattanooga, until the close of the 
war. 

Captain Atkinson has filled many offices 
of trust and honor in this community; he 
Was the representative in the Legislature in 
1857 and 1858, has filled the office of mem- 
ber of the board of county commissioners, 
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served as town supervisor for years, was 
sheriff for three years, town assessor for 


seventeen years, and occupied the position 
of justice of the peace for nearly a quarter 
of acentury. Ile is the parent of eight 
children: IJIfannah Elizabeth, Mrs. J. W. 
McKean, of Indianapolis, Ind.; Charlotte M., 
Mrs. Henry Clinton, of Las Vegas, Cal.; 
Abigail A., now Mrs. E. H. Hull, living at 
Mineapolis; Frank, now Mrs. T. Richardson, 
of Forest City; Charles H., of the same place; 
Kate, Mrs. C. E. Barkam, of Dallas, Tex.; 
Jessie B., Mrs. Charles Boynton, of Forest 
City; and James L.,Jr.,at home. .s:,. | 


— 
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PANDREW S. MATTSON, a prosper- 
*\\ ous farmer whose land adjoins the 


Village of Litchfield, is a native of Sweden, 
born September 7, 1852. His parents were 
Swan and Margaretta Mattson, who came to 
the United States with their family in 1858 
and located in Carver county, Minn., where 
they were among the pioneers. <A year or 
so after their settlement there, Mr. Mattson, 
the father died, and in 1859 Mrs. Mattson 
removed with her family to Meeker county 
and claimed cighty acres of Government land 
on Section 10, in Ness (now Litchfield) town- 
ship. When the Indian outbreak began, she 
removed to St. Paul, and remained there 
until after the close of hostilities, when she re- 
turned to her land in Meeker county, erected a 
small house and commenced improvements. 
She made this her home until 1885. She 
was married to Nels M. Pearson in 1867, and 
is now a resident of Darwin township. 
Andrew S., the subject of this sketch, lived 
with his mother until they moved to Darwin, 
When the mother conveyed the farm to 
him. Since that time he has added about 
$1,150 in building improvements, and other- 
wise added to the value of the farm. He 
now has 115 acres of good land within eighty 


| 
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rods of the incorporated limits of Litchties¢ 
village, where he carries on general farnitiy 
and stock-raising. 
=e er eat 

ONORABLE EVEN EVENSON, the 
: present representative of Meeker 
county in the Lower House of the State 
Legislature, resides on section 8, in Green 
leaf township, and is one of the most prorm- 
inent citizens of the county. Te is a native 
of Norway, and was born on the 21st of 
November, 1844. His parents were IJlans 
and Christine Evenson, who came to Ameri- 
cain 1857, settling first in Scott county. 
Minn., where they remained one year, and 
then removed to Wright County, where 
they resided for two years, after which, in 
1860, they settled in Meeker County, Minn., 
the father pre-empting a quarter of scc- 
tion § in the present township of Green- 
leaf. A full history of the father and other 
members of the family will be found in 
another department of this work. The fam- 
ily consisted of father, mother and five chil- 
dren, Even being the eldest son. 

At the time of the Indian outbreak in 
1862, Even was residing with his parents on 
the homestead. Although not yet eighteen 
years of age, he was a careful observer of: 
events, and on the memorable 17th of Aug- 
ust was in attendance on the war meeting at 
the old Ripley postoffice. That night he 
was one of the fearless little band of settlers 
who went to the Baker and Jones residences 
and discovered the horrible butchery: which 
the savages had committed so near their own 
doors. He remained with the squad that 
night and the following day, and, later in 
the same week, went with the family to 
Forest City, where he was doing guard duty 
when the Indians attacked the place in the 
night. A sentinel named Henry L. Smith 
was the first man to return the fire of the 
savages, and the second shot was fired hy 
Even. During the following year, Inven 
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worked in St. Paul and Anoka, and in the 
fall of 1863 he enlisted in Company I, Sec- 
ond Minnesota Cavalry. The regiment was 
assigned to duty on the frontier, and Even 
went with adetachment of his company as es- 
cort of Captain Fisk’s immigrant train to the 
Idaho gold fields, and went as faras Fort Rice 
in Dakota. MWeremained with the command, 
doing frontier service until the fall of 1865, 
when he was musteredout. He returned 
to the old homestead, and has since re- 
mained there, with the exception of the sum- 
mer of 1867, when he was employed near 
St. Paul. 

In Noveinber, 1869; Mr. Evenson was mar- 
ried to Helen Danielson, a daughter of Nels 
and [Randi Danielson, who were among the 
first settlers in Meeker county. She was 
born in Norway on the 28th of October, 1847. 
During the Indian outbreak she had a thrill- 
ing and dangerous adventure, she being one 
of the two women who were left in the thicket 
all night while the settlers were flying for 
their lives. Mr. and Mrs. Evenson have been 
blessed with seven children, the third born 
of whom, Robert F., is dead. The others 
are as follows: Henry Nicholas, born Octo- 
ber 24, 1871; Carl Richard, born December 
17, 18738; Robert B., born July 27,1877; 
Elmer Emanuel, born August 15, 1879; 
Anna Bertha, born September 25, 1881; and 
Nels Oscar, born April 13, 1884. The family 
are members of the Ness Norwegian Luth- 
eran Church. 

Mr. Evenson’s life has not only been a 
busy one, but an unusually useful one as well. 
Besides filling various township oflices, he 
has filled the oflice of county commissioner 
for eight years, the last four years of which 
time he was honored with the chairmanship 
of that body. Jie made a careful and efli- 
cient member of the board, and during his 
service was recognized as second to none in 
point of ability or influence. In 1886 Mr. 
Evenson was elected to represent Meeker 
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county in the Lower Ifouse in the XXVth 
Legislature on the republican ticket, and he 
has proven well worthy the trust reposed in 
him, making a record satisfactory to his con- 
stituents and highly creditable to himself. 
His ability was recognized in the formation 
of the House Committees as he was placed 
upon the Committees on Education, Deaf, 
Dumb and Blind Institute, and on Roads, 
Bridges and Navigable Streams. 

When the State Board of Trade was in 
existence Mr. Evenson was appointed by 
Judge Brown to represent the Twelfth Judi- 
cial District in that body, the most important 
work of which was the recommendation to 
the Legislature for the establishment of the 
State grain inspection system. 

A portrait of Mr. Evenson will be found 
upon another page in this ALbuM. 


ILLIAM HUKRIEDE, the genial pro- 
NM prietor of the Mansard IJlouse, the 
leading hotel of Eden Valley, is a native of 
Westphalia, Germany, born September 4, 
1838. He was reared in that classic land, 
receiving in youth the education which is 
the birthright of the risimg generation of lis 
fatherland. Ile was there, in 1860, married 
to Miss Mary Christopher, a native of West- 
phalia, Germany, and daughter of Henry 
and Lizzie Christopher. In 1878, with his 
family, he emigrated to America, and pur- 
chasing a farm on section 23, in Manannah 
township, commenced life here. On this 
place he made his home until the fall of 
1887, when, in connection with his son Ien- 
ry, he came to Eden Valley and bought the 
Mansard House, and has continued at the 
head of its affairs ever since. Mr. ITukriede 
has a family of eight children, as follows: 
Fred, born May 28, 1861; Henry, whose 
sketch is given elsewhere in this volume; 
Reka, born October 6, 1865; William, born 
February 1, 1868; Ernest, born January 28, 
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1871; August, born April 15, 1873; Minnie, 
born March 1, 1876; and Annie, born No- 
vember 14, 1878. 

pf IBI 


ENRY HUKRIEDE, the partner of his 
2-| father in the proprietorship of the 
Mansard House and who is, also, engaged in 
operating a blacksmith’s shop in Eden Val- 
ley, is anative of Westphalia, Germany, 
born January 5, 1863, and is the second son 
of William and Mary(Christopher)lukriede. 
He came to the United States in 1873, with 
his parents, and remained upon their farm 
until the spring of 1882, when he went to 
Litchfield and there learned the blacksmith’s 
trade. In thespring of 1886, he came to Eden 
Valley while the graders were still at work 
here and bofore the iron upon the railroad was 
laid and started a blacksmith’s shop, and has 
followed that trade ever since. In 1887, in 
connection with his father, he bought the 
hotel and maintains connection therewith. 
SBI 
OHANNES OLSEN, a well-to-do and re 
“J spected farmer, residing on section 32, 
Acton township, is a native of Norway, born 
January 81, 1837, and a son of Ole and 
Sophia Johnson. He came to the United 
States in 1857, and first stopped at St. Paul, 
where he hired to a man, named Fred Evick- 
son, who held a Government contract for fur- 
nishing hay. They cut the hay on the Minne- 
sota River bottoms near Fort Snelling, and 
the ground was so wet that they were 
obliged to carry it on poles to higher land for 
stacking. After spending some time in this 
way, he, with six others, went to Howard 
Lake, Wright county, and selected claims. 
‘Two of the party remained during the win- 
ter to make the improvements necessary to 
hold the claims, while the others returned to 
St. Paul to earn and send provisions to their 
two comrades. The following spring Mr. O1- 
sen returned to his claim, expecting to find a 
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house erected and other improvements, but. 
as nothing had been done he went back to 
St. Paul to find work. He hada hard and dis- 
couraging time of it, but in the fall he secured 
a job on the railroad between St. Anthony and 
St. Cloud, and on the southeast side of the 
Minnesota River, above Mendota. This was a 
very wet season, and they were obliged to lay 
plank tracks in order to run their wheelbar- 
rows. Returning then to St. Paul he did not 
succeed in finding employment until after 
Christmas when he got work cutting cord 
wood, which lasted until spring. Hisnext move 
was to Point Douglas, where he hired to a 
farmer for six months at $10 per month. At 
the expiration of that time he returned to 
St. Paul and worked at building flat boats, 
and in the spring went with them to St. 
Louis, where he was paid off. During the 
summer he worked at farming on Paint 
Creek Prairie, Allamakee county, Iowa, and 
split and cut rails during the winter. The 
following spring—April 14, 1860—he was 
married to Miss Mary Paulson, a daughter 
of Mathias and Mary Paulson. After his 
marriage he rented a farm for two years, but 
the first season the chinch bugs destroyed 
most of his crop. In 1864 he came to Meeker 
county, Minn., and took a_ homestead 
on section 82, Acton township, where he 
has since lived. 

Mr. and Mrs. Olsen have been blessed with 
the following children—Mathias, born No- 
vember 10, 1862, died July 15, 1885 ; Sophia 
Elizabeth, born October 12, 1864; Ole, born 
March 15, 1867; Paul Emanuel, born Sep- 
tember 17, 1869; and Carl Johan, born Feb- 
ruary 16,1877. The family are members of 
the Norwegian Lutheran Church. In politi- 
cal matters Mr. Olsen affiliates with the re- 
publican party. Both of Mr. Olsen’s parents 
died in Norway. Lis wife’s parents are also 
deceased—the father, Mathias Paulson, died 
in Acton July 26, 1883; and the mother 
died September 19, 1880. 
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ARTIN HOUK, a well-known, suc- 
cessful and highly respected farmer, 
residing on section 36, Harvey township, was 
born in Owen county, Ind., on the 3d of 
November, 1844, and is a son of John and 
Evelin (Crouse) Houk. His parents still re- 
side in his native State. 

Martin, the subject of this sketch, grew to 
manhood in his native State. working on a 
farm and attending school, according to the 
facilities of that day. He was married in 
Indiana on the 23d of January, 1870, to Miss 
Mary F. Doll, and in 1874, with his wife and 
two children, started for the West, arriv- 
ing in Meeker county, Minn., on the 15th 
of October, 1874. He first settled in Man- 
annah township and remained there for one 
year, and then removed to Harvey town- 
ship, settling on section 86, where he has 
since lived. He has three brothers living in 
Meeker county. 

Mrs. Houk’s parents reside in Harvey 
township, Meeker county. 

Mr. and Mrs. Houk are the parents of 
seven children—five girls and'‘two boys—all 
of whom are living. Their names are as 
follows: James F., Josephine, Alice M., Eve- 
lin, Henrietta, Jessie and Marcus I. 
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=> IMON MAYER, residing on section 23, 
<S-) is an ex-Union soldier, and is one of 
the most prominent and successful farmers 
and stock-raisers in Union Grove. Heisason 
of Gregor and Mary (Winterholden) Mayer, 
and was born in Wiirtemberg, Germany, on 
the 20th of October, 1834. Lis parents died 
when he was fifteen years old, and he was 
apprenticed to learn the turner’s trade. 
When he was eighteen years old, in 1852, 
he came to the United States and for three 
years worked at his trade in New York city 
and in Paterson, N. J., after which he came 
to St. Paul, where he remained for two days, 
but as he could not find work, he left his 
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trunk at the hotel and walked to Stillwater, 


one Sunday night. Ile secured work on a 
raft and made three trips to St. Louis, thus 
spending one summer. He next worked on 
farms and spent one winter in the pineries; 
also worked for L. D. Bartlett, running a 
ferry from Lakeland to Ifudson, for several 
summers. In the fall of 1861 he went to 
Fort Snelling and enlisted for three years in 
Company B, Third Minnesota Volunteer In- 
fantry, and went South the same fall. He 
participated in many skirmishes, but not in 
any pitched battle. When his three years 
were ended he re-enlisted at Little Rock, Ark. 
The Third was surrendered to General Tor- 
rest at Murfreesboro and was paroled and 
sent to Benton Barracks, Mo., and froin there 
was sent to the relief of the settlers in Min- 
nesota, and started for Forest City. Seven- 
ty-five men of the Third reported at Forest 
City. A history of their movements will be 
found in the chapter devoted to the Indian 
troubles. When they Janded at Fort Snell- 
ing Governor Ramsey made them a speech 
and requested them to march for Forest City 
that night, which they did. From this cam- 
paign they went to Sibley Camp, Fort Tidge- 
ly, and joined Sibley in his expedition through 
the Northwest. Mr. Mayer participated in 
the bloody fight at Wood Lake. The Third 
Regiment left Sibley and joined Governor 
Marshall, and captured the Indians who were 
hung at Mankato. January 15, 1863, Mr. 
Maver returned South and served until Au- 
cust, 1865, when he was mustered out at 
Fort Snelling. 

IIe then went to IIudson, Wis., and was 
married to Ellen Moody, October 16, 1865. 
She was a daughter of Arnold and Olive 
Moody, and was born November 16, 1549. 
Mr. and Mrs. Mayer have been the parents 
of two children, as follows: William, born 
January 11, 1868; Della, born October 4, 
1875. 

Mr, Mayer isarepublican in political mat- 
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ters, and has taken an active and prominent 
part in township affairs. He has held vari- 
ous township offices, having been chairman 
of the supervisors three years, school treas- 
urer twenty-one years, road overseer, and in 
other minor positions. Ife is one of the best 
posted and most intelligent men in the town- 
ship, and is a careful business man. Ile 
stands high, wherever he is known, for his 
integrity and uprightness, and ‘is one of the 
leading citizens of his township. 

Mr. Mayer now owns 500 acres of Jand, a 
good deal of which is under cultivation, and 
he has good building improvements. 


RS. ELIZABETH GARDNER of Das- 
sel township, came to Meeker 
county in July, 1866, with her brother-in-law, 
Andrew Davidson, bringing with her her 
only child, Peter, who was then four years 
of age. She, at once, took up a homestead 
of eighty acres of land on section 14, Das- 
sel township, where she has since made her 
home. She is the widow of Bradford Gard- 


ner. 

The husband of our subject was a native 
of Pennsylvania, who, when a young man, 
came west to Wisconsin and settled, where 
he was united in marriage with Elizabeth 
McCalister, a native of Scotland, born in 
Whitehorn, Wigton Shair, 1856, who had 
come to America in 1855 and subsequently 
located at Caledonia, Wisconsin. After 
their marriage they lived in Sauk County, 
in the “Badger State,” until November 20, 
1868, 
entered Company D, First Wisconsin Infant- 
ry as a recruit and served with that gallant 
regiment until the battle of Buzzard’s Roost, 
in the Atlanta campaign, when he fell mor- 
tally wounded, and died in the hospital at 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, September 8, 186-4. 


Filling an honored soldier's grave, his life. 


offered up a sweet sacrifice upon the altar of 


when Mr. Gardner, being drafted, . 
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his country, his mission on earth was accom- 
plished, and while the comrades regret his 
loss, they dare not murmur against the de- 
cree of the Most High, that snatched him 
from his loving widow and his boy. 

Mrs. Gardner and her son remained at 
their home in Wisconsin until they caine to 
Minnesota, grieving after the brave soldier 
who had lain down his life in defense of his 
country and whois enshrined in every patri- 
ot’s breast. 

Peter has always remained with his be- 
loved mother. Ue was born in Sauk county, 
Wis., May 14, 1862, and was married De- 
cember 24,1885, to Miss Sarah Arrowood, 
a native of Minnesota, and daughter of G. 
PD. and Louisa Arrowood, natives of North 
Carolina and Kentucky, who came to this 
town in 1865. 


2 


é OHN CHRISTENSON, a highly re- 
© spected and successful farmer residing 
on section 32, Union Grove township, was 
born in Sweden, on the 22d of August, 1828, 
and is a son of Christen and Betsy Eliason. 
Ilis early life was spent in the land of his 
birth, where he acquired the habits of indus- 
try, economy and integrity which are char- 
acteristic of the people of his nationality. 
In 1868 he came to the United States with 
his family and came to Meeker county, 
Minn., where he took a homestead of eighty 
acres on section 6, Swede Grove townsh'p. 
Seven years later he moved to section 5, 
where he bought 280 acres of railroad Jand, 
and lived there until the spring of 1887, 
When he settled upon his present farm on 
section 32, Union Grove township, having 
purchased eighty acres there in 1886. He 
has divided the rest of his land among his 
children, giving them a start in the world. 
Mr. Christenson was married on the 27th 
of December, 1850, to Miss Anna Pehrson, 
and their union has been blessed with ten 
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children, as follows: Christopher, born Oc- 
tober 8, 1852; Hannah, born February 5, 
1855; Elias, born May 14, 1857; Ella, born 
May 27, 1859; Nels, born April 2, 1861, 
died August, 1861; Nels F., born June 23, 
1862; Andrew, born September 28, 1864; 
Alfred, born May 12, 1866, died July 1, 
1868; Alfred, born July 12, 1868, and Her- 


man, born July 19, 1870. 
amt EI ot 
OCTOR V. P. KENNEDY, of Litch- 

ES field, besides being a pioneer, is one of 
the best known citizens in this part of the 
State. Doctor Kennedy was born in Butler 
county, Penn., on the 11th of July, 1824. 
When he was five years of age his parents 
removed to and became pioneers of Indiana, 
where the subject of this sketch remained 
until 1856. His younger days were spent 
upon a farm, but when twenty-one heentered 
the Asbury University at Greencastle, Ind., 
where he spent two years, and then went, to 
. Rockville, Ind., where he began the study 
of medicine. A year later he went to 
Louisville, Ky.; later to Chicago, and in 1851 
finished his course and graduated from 
Rush Medical College. In 1875 he took an 
ad-eundum degree at the Bellevue Hospital 
College, New York. 

Doctor Kennedy’s parents were Martin 
and Elinor [ Pellett | Kennedy. The father 
died when the Doctor was ten and the 
other when he was six years of age. Ile 
was then thrown upon his own resources and 
for atime lived with an uncle; but when 
sixteen he left his uncle’s roof and began the 
battle of life on lis own account. In June, 
Isou, he came to Meeker county, Minn., and 
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took the same elaim which had been held by | 


Dr. Frederick N. Ripley, which is mentioned 
at length elsewhere in this volume. — Ripley 
had been frozen to death in Mareh of that 
year, Dr. Kennedy at once began improve- 
ments ina light way, building a little eabin 
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on the place, but he lived in Cedar City, 
McLeod county, until the spring of 1857, 
when he settled on his claim, During the 
season of 1856 he had “ broke” some land 
and raised a few potatoes, the Indians, how- 
ever, getting the benefit of his labor. Doctor 
Kennedy remained on his claim until the 
fall of 1860, when he was elected to the State 
Legislature. Ile was reelected in the fall 
of 1861. In the spring of 1862 he entered 
the United States service as surgeon of the 
Fifth Minnesota Volunteer Infantry and 
remained with his regiment until the Ist of 
May, 1865, when he was mustered out at 
Montgomery, Ala. The following summer 
was spent upon his farm, and in the fall he 
received the appointment of physician for 
the Chippewa Indians at Red Lake, and 
remained there from November, 1865, until 
March, 1867. He again returned to Meeker 
county, and bought what was known.as the 
Cedar Mill and ran that until 1869, when he 
came to Litchfield and resumed the practice 
of his profession. In 1880 he went to Brown 
county D. T., and took a claim, but 
continued his practice at Litchfield until 
1883, when he removed to Ordway, D. 


T., and engaged in the drug business, 
also becoming postmaster. In the fall - 


of 1885 he was elected to the Dakota 
Senate and took an active interest in’ shap- 
ing Territorial legislation. In the spring of 


1886 his family returned to Litchfield and 
for some time the Doctor was back and 


forth between the two points, but the latter 
place is now his home. 

Doctor Kennedy was first married on the 
19th dav of July, 15849, to Miss Julia A. 
Rudisell, who died July 13, 1854. This 
union was blessed with two children, one of 
whom is now living, Julia A., wife of Nim- 
rod Barrick, who lives at the Doctor’s origi- 
nal claim in Meeker county. Dr. Kennedy 
Was again- married, on the 2d of July, 1860, 
to Caroline Rudisell, a sister of his first wife. 
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They have three children now living— 
Milford P., who lives on a farm in Dakota ; 
Harry M. and Lewis IL, who are attending 
university at Minneapolis, 

Doctor Kennedy is an active member of 
the Grand Army of the Republic. At the 
annual encampment in 1887 he was elected 
medical ‘director for the department of 
Minnesota and served for one year. He i 
alsoa member of the Masonic fraternity, 
having joined Golden Fleece Lodge in the 
fall of 1875. He is prominently identified 
with the State Medical Association and is 
recognized as one of the best educated and 
most experienced members of the medical pro- 
fession in this part of the State. During late 
years, however, he has devoted his attention 
chiefly to his extensive farming interests, 
having 860 acres in this county all of which 
is improved ; and 640 acres in Dakota, with 
400 under cultivation. 


et LE 


er NELSON, the subject of the pres- 
OY ent biographical notice, is a respected 
and enterprising farmer and stock raiser, 
who resides on section 10, Danielson town- 
ship. He is a son of Nels and Karen 
Madson, and was born in Denmark on the 
20th of August, 1849. His early life was 
spent in his native land, where he remained 
until 1866, when he came to the United 
States with his parents, and settled in Steele 
county, Minn. <A year later, in July, 1867, 
they removed to Meeker county, and the 
father took a homestead on section 8, in 
Danielson township, in which township there 
was only six settlers at that time. Tere the 
father died in October, 1872, and the mother 
in April, 1885. 

After his father’s death, Carl went to St. 
Paul and worked at different kinds of em- 
ployment for about two years, when he re- 
turned to the homestead and remained with 
his mother until the 4th of June, 1882, when 
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he was married to Miss Anna Marie Mad- 
son. She was born March 19, 1860, and is a 
daughter of Martin and Anna Marie Mad- 
son, who are residents of Danielson. By 
this marriage, Carl Nelson and wife have 
been the parents of two. children—Minnie, 
born June 11, 1883, and Nels, born Novem- 
ber 30,1885. The family are members of 
the Presbyterian church. 

Mr. Nelson now has a valuable farm, of 
which he has considerable under cultivation, 
and has a comfortable home. He has the 
farm well stocked and devotes his energies 
to diversified farming and stock raising. By 
economy and industry he has placed himself 
in comfortable circumstances, and is justly 
‘ated as one of the leading citizens of his 
township. He has taken an active interest 
in township affairs, and has held various 
local offices, including those of supervisor 
and road overseer. 

mat LEE) he 


HE WELL-KNOWN and able editor 
J the Litchfield MWews-Ledger, W. D. 
JouBERT, is a native of Fon du Lac county, 
Wis., born in September, 1852. His: par- 
ents were Stephen and Elizabeth Joubert 
the father of French descent, but born in 
Montreal, Canada, and the mother a native 
of New York. Stephen Joubert was a car- 
penter by trade. He wasone of the pioneers 
of Hudson, Wis., but is now a resident of 
Traverse county, Minn. 

W. D. Joubert had but little schooling ad- 
vantages, until he was nine years of age, but 
from that time until he was fifteen, the most 
of his time was spent in school. When he 
was fifteen he began life on his own account 
and began learning the printer’s trade with 
Daggett & Rose, at Wabasha, Minn. Ile 
remained with them for three years and then 
went to LaCrosse, Wis. Later we find him 
at Minneapolis, where, for several months, 
he worked on the Minneapolis ews, then 
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edited by George K. Shaw. From there, in 
April, 1872, with Frank Daggett, the man 
under whom he had learned his trade, he 
came to Litchfield, and started the Litchfield 
Ledger, which has since become the Vews- 
Ledger. 

Mr. Joubert was married December 3, 
1881, to Miss Ida Kline, of Kingston, Meeker 
county. They now have one child—Ethel, 
who is five years of age. Mr. Joubert is a 
member of the Masonic fraternity, having 
joined the Golden Fleece Lodge in 1873, and 
is quite active in promoting the interests of 
the organization. He is also a member of 
the fire company, and was one of the princi- 
pul workers in getting that organization 
established. Besides these he is a member 
of the military company, and was one of the 
charter members of the drainatic association, 
which was organized in 1878. Mr. Joubert 
is a staunch republican in political faith, and 
is recognized as one of the ablest editorial 
writers on political questions in this part of 


the State. 

é OHN AUGUSTUS SAMPSON, who re- 
“jy sides on section 4, Greenleaf township, 
is one of the leading farmers and stock rais- 
ers, and also one of the most prominent cit 
izens in the southern part of Meeker county. 
He comes of a nationality, which, through 
their industry and frugality, makes the most 
substantial and valuable citizens of Minne- 
sota. . He was born in Sweden, on the 9th of 
August, 1849, and came to the United States 
in 1858 with his parents, John and Anna 
Hellena Sampson. After having resided one 
year and a half in Jamestown, N. Y., he, 
with his mother and youngest sister, joined 
his father and oldest sister, who had gone six 
months before, in Minnesota, in the fall of 
1859, and took up their residence with the 
husband and father, on section 4, inthe town 
of Greenleaf, Meeker county, where they 
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still reside. A fullsketch of the parents will 
be found elsewhere in this volume. 

John A., the subject of this biographical 
memoir, was reared on a farm, imbibing and 
acquiring from the necessities, the principles 
and habits of industry and econoiny which 
were so essentially a concomitant of pioneer 
life. As no district schools were yet in the 
neighborhood, he managed to attend a few 
months school a few miles from home, work- 
ing at the same time in a private family for 
his board. Being fond of reading and gen- 
eral information, he enlarged his stock of 
knowledge in both the Swedish and English 
languages, and tried in all respects to be a 
sel-fmade man. An opportunity offered it- 
self to acquire amore substantial knowledge 
in the winter of 1864 and 1865, when he re- 
solved to attend for a few months, the Ans- 
cary Academy, at East Union, Carver 
county, then superintended by his ‘brother- 
in-law, Rev. Andrew Jackson. 

On the 30th of August, 1874, he was joined 
in marriage to Anna Elizabeth Romvvall. 
His wife was born in Sweden July 29, 1852,’ 
and came to America in 1864 with her par- 
ents, whe are still living in Carver county, 
Minn. Their marriage has been blessed 
with five children, as follows: Freda (de- 
ceased), born July 2, 1875; Freda L. V., born 
June 11, 1877; Esther A., born June 3, 
1879; Joshua Theodore, born July 14, 1881; 
Hannah N., born November 23, 1883; and 
Walter C. E., born June 30, 1887. The 
family are active and prominent members 
in the Beckville Lutheran chureh. 

Mr. Sampson has taken an active interest 
in public matters, and is rated as one of the 
most substantial and prominent citizens of 
his township. In political matters he atfih- 
ates with the republican party, and has held 
many offices of local importance, including 
those of township supervisor, assessor, treas- 
urer, ete. In financial matters, although, 
like others in his township, he has sutYered 
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some reverses, he has withal been very suc- 
cessful. He has a large and valuable farm, 
a great proportion of which is under cultiva- 
tion, and has it well stocked. His building 
improvements are among the finest in the 
township, making a home in which he may 
justly take a pride, and which is, in the enter- 
prise it manifests, a credit to the county. 

In another department of this work will 
be found a portrait of Mr. Sampson. 
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EORGE W. HARDING, one of the 
leading citizens of Darwin township, 
and the present town clerk, is living on his 
fertile and highly-cultivated farm on sec- 
tion 21. He was born in Hardenburgh, Ind., 
October 3, 1852, and is the son of Mitchell 
and Mary A. Harding. He was reared and 
educated in the “Hoosier State” and remained 
a resident there until April 25, 1866, 
when he came to Meeker county, Minn., with 
bis father, and settled in Darwin township, 
where he now makes his home. 

Mitchell Harding, the father of our sub- 
ject, was born in Genesee county, N. 
Y., March 14, 1808, and came West and 
settled in Indiana in 1836, one of the pio- 
neers of that noble State. His father was a 
veteran of the conflict with Great Britain 
in 1812-1815, and died at Fort Erie during 
the war. Mitchell Harding makes his home 
with his son, George, having given up act- 
ive business pursuits, as he is over eighty 
years old. 

George Harding was united in marriage, 
April 5, 1874, with Miss Josie L. Smith, and 
by this union they are the parents of three 
children—Earl C., born Mareh 1, 1875, died 
October 8, 1880; Jennie M., born May 11, 
1878; and George W., born July 26, 1881. 

Our subject is politically a republican, 
and has been called on several times by his 
fellow citizens to discharge official duties. 
He was elected chairman of the town board 
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of supervisors, and served in that capacity 
three terms. Town assessor and town clerk 
he has also been, and at present holds the two 
offices—clerk of the township and _ school 
district treasurer. Religiously, he is a mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal church, 
while his estimable wife holds communion 
with the Church of God, and both are sin- 
cere, earnest, Christian people. 


tt SSB Se 


~~) and successful farmer, who resides on 
section 21, Danielson township. Like a 
majority of the most thrifty and enterpris- 
ing farmers of his township, Mr. Johnson is 
a native of Sweden, where he was born 
November 3, 1831. Ilis early life was spent 
in his native land, but in 1869 he came to 
the United States, and first settled in Illinois, 
where he remained for two years, working 
for different farmers. At the end of that 


time, on April 24, 1871, he came to Meeker 


county, Minn., and purchased forty acres 
of land on section 21,in Danielson town- ’ 
ship, where he has since lived. He has 
since bought 140 acres more, so that he now 
owns 180 acres, 100 of which are on section 
21, and eighty on 29. . 

Mr. Johnson was married May 2, 1862, 
while still in Sweden, to Johanna Larson, and 
their union has been blessed with the follow- 
ing named children: Amanda, born April 
18, 1863; Augusta, born September 9, 
1864; Lewis, born August 28, 1867; August, 
born September 26, 1869; Ilattie, born Sep- 
tember 1, 1872, and Emel, born Julv 28, 
1874. Amanda and Augusta are working in 
St. Paul. The son, Lewis, has general charge 
of the farm, as his fatheris now well along 
in years, and is spending the evening of his 
long and useful life, partially retired from 
the active participation in farm labor. The 
family are members of the Methodist chureh. 

When Mr. Johnson came to the United 
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States he was a poor man, and it was only 
by the hardest labor and _ strictest economy 
that he secured a start and was able to sup- 
port his family. He persevered, however, 
and is now in very good circumstances, hav- 
ing a comfortable home in which to spend 
the latter part of his life, and is possessed of 
a comfortable property. 


é OHN YOUNGSTROM, a farmer, resid- 
oJ ing on section 28, Litchfield township, 
is one of the most intelligent and best-posted 
citizens in his portion of the county. He is 
a native of Sweden. born on the Ist of 
February, 1845, and is a son of Andrew and 
Christine Youngstrom. John grew to man- 
hood at the home of his parents, and at an 
early age embarked in the mercantile busi- 
ness, continuing it until 1868, when he came 
to the United States. Shortly after his 
arrival he decided to locate in Meeker coun- 
ty, Minn., and accordingly purchased parts 
of sections 21, 28 and 29, in Litchfield 
township. His farm at that time was one of 
the largest operated by one man west of the 
“ Bio Woods,” but after about ten years’ trial, 
he became convinced that it was not quan- 
titv of land which was essential to success 
in farming, but sagacity and business tact in 
management. Accordingly, he unloaded a 
good portion of his huge farm, and has since 
been operating on the safe side. Although 
the grasshoppers, hailstorms and drouth have 
‘aused him serious backsets, entailing the 
loss of three crops in four years, he has man- 
aged to come out of it all in pretty good 
financial shape. 

Mr. Youngstrom was married in 1871 to 
Mary C. Kjellander, a daughter of Jolin 
K jellander, and a native of Sweden, born in 


hw) 


1844. Four children have been born to them, 
viz, John Oscar, Hilder Mary, Olga and 
Axel II], Although Mr. Youngstrom has 


never been caught in the maélstrom of polit- 
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ical office seeking, he has ever been a close 
student of political economy, and has lent a 
considerable amount of time and all his 
influence to the remedying of existing evils 
in governmental affairs, and is an unyielding 
foe to monopoly and all manner of oppres- 
sion and harmful influences. 
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citizens of Meeker county, and during his 
residence at Litchfield, figured conspicuously 
in its history. Ile was a native of Vermont, 
but when quite young he came West to Fond 
du Lac, Wis., and in 1853, went to Hudson, 
in the same State. fe learned the trade of 
a printer when still a boy, at Hudson, Wis., 
and Stillwater, Minn. At an early day he 
went to Kansas and Nebraska, and as a 
journalist, took an active part in the anti- 
slavery movements, being one of John 
srown’s most active associates, and expected 
fully to accompany Brown on the Ilarper’s 
Ferry expedition; but he went home to visit 
his mother, and as the move took place ear- 
lier than was planned, he did not get back in 
time to participate in it. After that, he 
went to St. Paul and began working at his 
trade on the old Pioneer. From there he 
returned to Rutland county, Vt., and in 
1860 was married. Before he started West 
again, war was declared, and he enlisted for 
three monthsin the First Vermont Regiment. 
At the expiration of his term of service, he 
came to Minnesota and enlisted in the Sixth 
Minnesota Infantry, and was ordered to the 
frontier to participate in the Indian warfare. 
After the close of the Indian troubles, he 
went before the examining board at St. Louis, 
and having passed the examination, was ap- 
pointed lieutenant inthe 117th United States 
Regiment [colored], and was assigned to the 
Army of the Potomac. In the summer of 
186+ he was taken sick and ordered to resign. 
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He then returned to Minnesota and worked 
on the Pioneer until 1866 when he went to 
Wabusha and purchased the Wabasha Lerald. 
This he published until the fall of 1870, 
when he went to LaCrosse and bought an in- 
terest in the Leader, of that place, the firm 
becoming Taylor, Burns & Daggett. Through 
some mismanagement the firm became in- 
solvent, and Mr. Daggett began work on the 
Milwaukee Daily News as a compositor. In 
the fall of 1871 he was given a position as 
city editor on the Minneapolis Vews, and re- 
mained there till April, 1872, when he re- 
signed and came to Litchfield, and in com- 
pany with W. D. Joubert, established the 
Litchfield Ledger. While in business here he 
was three times elected clerk of the Minne- 
sota Ilouse of Representatives. Jle was a 
prominent and active member of the Grand 
Army of the Republic, and at one time was 
Grand Commander of the Department of 
Minnesota. The post at Litchfield was named 
“Frank Daggett Post,” in honor of him. 
Mr. Daggett’s death occurred Saturday, 
October 14, 1876. Ue was then in his thirty- 
ninth year. 
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SHARLES A. STAPLES, a successful 
+Y merchant of the village of Manannah, 
is a native of Waldo county, Me., born Feb- 
ruary 17, 1843, and is the seventh son of 
Jacob C., and Elizabeth (Small) Staples, 
both of whom were also natives of the Pine 
Tree State. The father of our subject was 
born March 6, 1801, and his mother March 
24,1805. Their marriage took place March 


20, 1828, and they continued to make their | 


home in their native State until October, 
1854, when they came to Minnesota with 
their family of ten children, of whom our 
subject was one. They settled in Sauk 
Valley, six miles west of where St. Cloud is 
now located, but at that time there was not 
a house where the city now is located. They 
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remained in that vicinity until the time of 
their death, the mother October 17, 1874, 
the father, November 26,1879. The latter's 
demise was caused by exposure, cold and 
exhaustion. He was then a man of seventy- 
eight years and having been to St. Cloud, 
upon a visit to a son who still resides there, 
and on returning missed his road and landed 
in the night on Maine Prairie, and being 
refused shelter by professed Christian people 
along the way, was out all night that cold 
November night, and died a few days later. 

Charles A. remained at home with his 
parents until attaining his majority, during 
which time he learned the carpenter’s trade 
of his father, also a good knowledge of farm- 
ing which afterward he made a success. Ie 
came to Meeker county, and took up ahome- 
stead on section 5, Union Grove township, 
selecting his land in July, 1864. After 
filing papers for a homestead in August, he 
enlisted, September 3, 1864, in the Fourth 
Minnesota Infantry as a recruit, with which 
he served only about three months, and then 
being discharged for disability, he returned 
to his claim and commenced improving it, 
and made it his home until 1882, during 
which time he had added by purchase some 
360 acres to his original homestead. Ile then 
sold his original homestead and went to 
Litchfield and entered into a partnership in 
company with his brothers, J. 1. and N. P., 
under the firm name and style of Staples 
Brothers, who were then in the business. of 
general merchandising. In the spring of 
1883 he sold out and made a trip to Dakota, 
with the intention of dealing in hardware, 
lumber and farm machinery in Spink county, 
but returned and located at Manannah, and 
in November of that year put in a new stock 
of general merchandise and commenced his 
present business in company with his brother, 
J. I. Staples, and continued the business as 
Staples Brothers up to April 13, 1888, when he 
purchased his brother's interest and assumed 
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sole proprietorship. 
handed but by diligence and business tact 
natural to him, before he left Union Grove 
township, he had accumlated a fine farm of 
240 acres of land and $38,000 incash. He 
was chairman of the board of town super- 
visors in that precinct, justice of the peace 
and town clerk for a number of years, and 
held some office of trust or responsibility in 
that town nearly all the time of his residence 
there. He was, also, active in all educational 
work and is now one of the trustees in the 
village of Manannah. 

Mr. Staples was united in marriage in the 
year 1870, with Miss Sarah A. Hinds, a native 
of Columbia county, Wis., and a daughter of 
Isaac and Mary (Thomas) Ilinds, who settled 
in Union Grove in 1864. By this union Mr. 
and Mrs. Staples became the parents of 
three children—Carrie Angelia, born Jan- 
uary 4,1871; Ancil Edmonds, born August 
21,1872; and Frances Ann, born January 
1, 1882. 


ON. ANDREW NELSON, one of the 
prominent and leading citizens of 
Meeker county, resides in the village of 
Litchfield. His sterling integrity in all his 
dealings with his fellow men, the honor and 
ability displayed in official positions and the 
spotless purity of his private life, have won 
for him the respect of the entire commu- 
nity. He is a native of Sweden, born 
December 29, 1829, in the Forsamling of 
Troninge Paapsbyb, No. 38, Hallandslane, 
which is about three-quarters of a Swedish 
mile (about five miles English) from ILalm- 
stadt. 

The father of our subject, Nels Anderson, 
was born in 1773, and wasa native of the 
same country and one of the wealthiest 
farmers of that locality. Ile had erected 
some very fine farm buildings, but lost them 
by fire, and this, and other misfortunes which 


He left home empty- | 


171 


overtook him, reduced him in circumstances. 
We had been assaulted and nearly killed by 
aman who bore him enmity, and left for 
dead, with his brains almost oozing trom his 
fractured skull, but being of a very strong con- 
stitution he recovered his physical strength, 
although his mental balance was considera- 
bly affected. He came to the United States 
in 1862, with his wife, Johanna (Anderson) 
Anderson, and came at once to St. Paul. 
He died there about 1867, after lving in bed 
for three years, having been crippled by be- 
ing run over, and never recovered. His 
widow is now making her home with her 
son, Andrew Nelson, in Litchtield, and not- 
withstanding her eighty-eight years, she 
having been born in October, 1800, is in the 
enjoyment of nearly all her facuities, and in 
excellent health. 

Andrew Nelson, on account of his father’s 
misfortunes, received but a limited education, 
the present excellent school system of Swe- 
den not having then been adopted; there 
were no public schools. Ile, on attaining 
maturer years, worked out at farm work 
until the spring of 1856, when, taking passage 
ona sailing vessel from the port of Gotten- 
borg, emigrated to the new world, and, after 
a stormy voyage across the Atlantic ocean, 
arrived in New York harbor on the 3d of 
July, and was compelled to stay on ship- 
board all of the 4th. At night when the 
surrounding scenery was lit up by the brill- 
iant lights of the fireworks, he and his fel- 
low travelers thought the inhabitants of 
Ameriéa must be crazy, for they had no idea 
of our celebrating that day. On landing, 
Mr. Nelson started for the West and loeated 
at Galesburg, Ill., where he remained two 
yeurs, working at farm labor, and teaming, 
hauling wood for the railroad, ete. In July, 
1858, he came to Minnesota and settled in 
Monongalia county, now a part of Kandiyohi 
county, where he took up 160 aeres of land 
near Foot Lake. He commenced the im- 
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provement of the property and there made 
his home until the Indian outbreak in 
August, 1862. 

There was living in the house with him, 
for he was at that time a single man, his 
brother-in-law, Swan Swanson, with the lat- 
ter’s wife and three children, Annie, Theo- 
dore and Emma. On the 21st of August 
they received the news of the massacre at 
Acton and the general uprising of the sav- 
ages, and at once made preparations for 
flight. Ma. Nelson assisted Swanson to take 
off the hayrack from the running gear of the 
wagon and substitute the box, into which 
they loaded some of their household, goods 
and the little family, and started for a place 
of safety, Mr. Nelson remaining to collect 
some forty head of cattle which they had. 
Night overtook him, and, starting in the dark- 
ness, he soon heard whispered voices near him 
and incautiously shouted, “ Who’s there?” 
and in an instant the rapid footsteps of his 
savage foes gave him the alarm as they 
rushed toward him. Favored by the night, 
he eluded them and made his way toward 
Foot’s house. He saw the Indians enter the 
house, and he crept into the cornfield; but 
hearing them in his immediate neighbor- 
hood, the rustling of the leaves and the 
breaking of the stalks betraying their move- 
ments, he slipped out and sought security else- 
where. Arriving onthe banks of Mud Lake, 
he jumped off of a high bank for the water 
below, but fell into a scrub oak, but a min- 
ute or two after dropped into the lake in 
mud and water to his armpits., After a 
short time spent there he scrambled out, and 
as the water in his boots made such a noise 
When he walked he pulled them off, and in 
doing so lost one and then threw the other 
away. He wandered all about the prairie 
all night in his bare feet, and at one time, 
having cast himself down beside a log by the 
side of the road, saw, dimly portrayed against 
the sky, the figures of several of his pursuers 
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pass within a few feet of him. As the morn- 
ing dawned he heard the sound of musketry, 
and looked about him to find out his bearines, 
for he was still bewildered with his wander, 
ings and did not know where he was, and, 
vasting himself into the grass, made out that 
he was in the vicinity of Oscar Erickson’s 
house, about two miles from his own place. 
This cabin was near the outlet of Eagle Lake, 
and contained four families, those of Foot, 
Carlson, Swanson and Erickson, who were 
making a brave defense and drove off the 
invaders. Young Carlson was killed, and 
Mr. Foot and Mr. Erickson severely wound- 
ed, but all escaped with their lives, except 
the former. Mr. Nelson, after waiting a 
short time within about sixty rods of the 
house, finally struck across the prairie for 
Diamond Lake. His lacerated feet, the flesh 


| cut from them and bleeding at every step, 


hardly allowed him to make much speed, 
but on arriving at the house of Mr. Gates he 
found a number of the settlers ready to start, 
but calmly preparing their breakfast. Mr. 
Nelson’s tidings of the nearness of the ruthless 
savages altered all this, and, abandoning the 
half-prepared meal, they quickly betook 
themselves to flight, he riding with them, 
for by this time the pain in his feet had be- 
come insupportable. Behind them, a few 
miles, they could see a train of fleeing set- 
tlers, who were attacked about two miles 
west of Swede Grove, but who beat off the 
savages by drawing up their wagons in a 
circle around a hole in the earth, corral- 
ing their animals and fighting it out with 
the Indians, losing two of their number, 
Lorenson and Bueklin. The band with 
whom the subject of this sketch was arrived 
at Forest City, and prepared to go on east 
beyond, the Big Woods for safety. Mr. 
Nelson went with them as far as Kings- 
ton, where, through the kindness of Mr. 
Davidson, the miller, and his wife, he had 
his feet washed and the wounds dressed 
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with tallow and linen rags by that gentle- 
man, who loaned him a pair of Indian moc- 
assins to wear. Dorrowing a horse of Swan 
Munson, Mr. Nelson determined to return 
and seek his brother-in-law’s family, but on 
the way thither met Lieut. J. B. Atkinson, 
of the Meeker county militia, who was or- 
dered with his squad to take all the horses 
they could find to mount the command. Mr. 
Nelson was ordered to dismount, but he 
would not, and informed the officer that he 
could not have the horse as long as he (Mr. 
Nelson) was alive, whereupon the good-nat- 
ured officer told him to come along with 
him, and Mr. Nelson joined the troop, en- 
listing as a private therein. This was in 
Captain Whitcomb’s company. From this 
time out Mr. Nelson participated in every 
movement of the troop, being with every 
detail. The first time he was out with them 
_they got as far as Peter Lund’s farm, and 
found the Indians preparing a meal in a big 
iron kettle, which they had strung gypsy- 
fashion over a fire, they having killed one of 
the settler’s hogs. Quitea skirmish occurred, 
and the Indians retreated to the woods to 
draw the squad into an ambush, but, their 
design being penetrated, our forces fell back 
to Forest City. At another time, as is de- 
tailed elsewhere, they were driven back by 
some three or four hundred savages, re-in- 
-forcements to their foes being perceived all 
around the horizon, and threatening the 
total annihilation of the little band if they 
were surrounded. The next day they built 
the stockade at Forest City, and Mr. Nelson 
helped defend that place during the attack 
made on it on the morning of the 8d of Sep- 
tember. A few days afterward the com- 
mand moved to Hutehinson to escort their 
wounded, and as their horses were stolen 
the men had to walk. Ole Ingeman loaned Mr. 
Nelson a horse to ride, but the officer would 
not allow that, and our subject was com- 
pelled to hobble along as he best could, for 
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his feet were still in a horrible condition. 
Tle also took part in the expedition to Dia- 
mond and Eagle Lakes, where he acted as 
guide, and helped bury the dead bodies they 
found, 

After the company was disbanded, Mr. 
Nelson went-to St. Paul, and worked for the 
Government at Fort Snelling, building 
stables, etc., after which he was employed 
at various labor in that city, sawing wood 
and other work, the winter of 1862 and 1863. 
In the spring of 1863 he leased forty acres of 
land in Washington county, of John Forber, 
and put in a crop, and the next year pur- 
chased eighty acres of land in the same 
county. ‘To this he added, little by little, 
until he owned some 2U0 acres, all of which 
he had under cultivation. In 1867 he sold 
out his property and purchased between 300 
and 400 acres of land in Darwin township, 
this county, on section 19, near Nelson Lake, 
and moved on it in 1868, commencing to 
open up afarm. There he made his home 
until about 1871, when he sold it to his 
father-in-law, Ole Johanson ; and purchasing 
a lot in Litchfield, put up a building, and in 
company with his brother, B. P. Nelson, 
opened a stock of general merchandise. Some 
years later he sold this business to Alexander 
Cairneross, since which time he has been 
variously employed, principally in looking 
after his large landed preperty, and farming 
a little. 

Mr. Nelson was one of the original stock- 
holders of the Meeker County Bank, and 
was its first president, and has always taken 
an active interest in the business life of the 
village. He was elected to the Sixteenth Leg- 
islature of this State, and served in the lower 
house during the session of 1874. In 1575 
and 1876, he represented this district in the 
State senate. As chairman of the board of 
county commissioners of Meeker county, Mr. 
Nelson served this people during the years 
[S84, 1885 and 1886, with credit to himself 
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and honor to the judgment of the constituency 
that sent him there. He was village trustee 
of Litchfield in 1873, and’is now a member 
of the city council, having been elected to 
serve through 1888 and 1589. 

Mr. Nelson and Miss Ellen Johanson were 
united in marriage March 25, 1868. She isa 
daughter of Ole and Hannah Johanson, nat- 
ives of Sweden, and was born in the latter 
country. She came to America with her 
parents in 1857, who, after a short stay in 
St. Paul, settled that year in what is now 
Litchfield township. Myr. and Mrs. Nelson 
were the parents of but one child, who died 
when but nine days old. 


OHN SAMPSON, a respected farmer 
and pioneer of Meeker county, whose 
ome is on section 4, Greenleaf township, 
is a native of Sweden, born on the 28th of 
March, 1815, and a son of Peter and Cather- 
ine Samuelson. His early life was spent on 
the farm of his parents, employed at farm- 
ing and carpenter work. In 1858 he came 
to the United States, having previous to this 
been married, and after living for one year 
in Jamestown, N. Y., he, with the oldest 
daughter, took up their westward march 
in April, 1859, and came to Meeker county, 
Minn. The trip from the Eastern States was 
made by way of railroad and steamboat as 
far as Carver, Minn., the rest of the fam- 
ily remaining in Jamestown until in the 
fall. He, together with Charles Allen and 
Swan Palm, made the journey from Carver 
on foot. The trip was one of severe hard- 
ship, as they found it almost impossible to 
get provisions. Mr. Sampson returned to 
Carver with an oxteam for his baggage, and 
the roads were so bad that many times he 
was obliged to unload the wagon and carry 
its contents through the mire in his arms. 
Shortly after arriving in Meeker county he 
selected land in section 4, in Greenleaf, and 
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the following year (1860) erected a house, and 
has since continued to reside there, althourh 
extensive building and other improvements 
have been made, so that the farm of to-day 
makes a wonderful contrast with the rude 
cabin home of twenty-eight years ago. 

Mr. Sampson’s marriage took place on the 
20th of June, 1842, when Anna Hellena, a 
daughter of Jonas Jonson, became his wife. 
She was born in Sweden November 18, 1822. 
Their marriage was blessed with three chil- 
dren, as follows—Christina, born October 
20, 1845, died October 25, 1875; John 
Augustus, who is mentioned at length else- 
where in this volume, and Johanna Louisa, 
born January 19, 1852, died April 4, 1886. 

At the time of the Indian outbreak the 
family were living on the farm and the father 
was doing carpenter work for the neighbor- 
hood. The news of the massacre at Acton, 
only a few miles distant, reached the family 
on the 17th of August, 1862, and after 
stopping a short time at the houses of 
neighbors they went to Forest City. After 
remaining there and at Kingston a_ short 
time, they spent several weeks at Clearwater 
and St. Paul and then went to Cottage 
Grove, Washington county, Minn., where 
they rented a farm and remained until the 
fall of 1864. They then returned to the 
homestead. 

Mr. Sampson is now spending the even- 
ing of his life, partially retired from the 
cares of active business, and holds the respect 
and esteem of all who know him. Both. he 
and his wife are members of the Beckville 
Swedish Lutheran church, and are exem- 
plary Christian people. 
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LS iam DANIELSON, a successful 
farmer and stock raiser, residing on 


section 6, Danielson township, and one of 
the most prominent citizens in that portion 
of the county, is a native of Norway, and 
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was born on December 14, 1840, his parents 
being Daniel and Ingber Aslagson. His 
early life was one of industry and economy, 
and he was thrown on his own resources 
when still a mere lad, having earned his 
own living ever since he was twelve years of 
age. When he was twenty years of age he 
left his native land, booking as a sailor on a 
native vessel for about nine months, then 
left it in England, and made one trip to the 
West Indies. In 1862 he left London on a 
vessel bound for China, and wasshipwrecked 
about sixty miles off the coast of China. 
After this he remained in China about six 
months, acting as quartermaster on asteamer. 
He then went to Australia, where he re- 
mained for about five years, part of the time 
in New Zealand, digging gold; also working 
in Sidney, New South Wales, and a part of 
the time he sailed among the Friendly Isles. 
He left there in 1868, and after spending 
about three months at his native home in 
Norway, he sailed for the United States. 
Upon his arrival in this country, about July 
1, he came direct to Meeker county, Minn., 
and bought eighty acres of railroad land, 
on section 5, in Danielson township. 
About nine months later he took a home- 
stead on section 80, where he lived for seven 
years, when he sold that and purchased his 
present place on section 6. He has also 
sold his railroad land, so that he now owns 
160 acres, a good deal of which is under a 
high state of cultivation. He has suffered 
some reverses through the loss of crops, par- 
ticularly in 1876 and 1877 from grasshoppers, 
and in 1885 from hail. 

In political matters, Mr. Danielson is a 
prohibitionist, and he has taken an active 
interest in public matters, having held var- 
ious offices, including those of township clerk 
one year and assessor five years. 

Mr. Danielson was married, April 20, 1868, 
in Norway, to Inger Peterson, who was born 
August 7, 1849. Their marriage has been 
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blessed with the following named children: 
Peter’ Chri, born April 238, 1869; Ine Dor- 
thy, born April 16,1871; Daniel Edward, 
born July 26, 1873; Hannah Julia, born 
August 12, 1875; Victor Emanuel, born De- 
cember 9, 1877 ; Martin Julius, born Decein- 
ber 16, 1878 ; and Inger Malinda, born March 
27, 1885. 
of IB 


The subject of 


section 17, is one of the most prominent and 
successful farmers and stock raisers in Green- 
leaf township. He was born in Varmland, 
Sweden, on the 22d of April, 1845. lis 
parents were born, and lived in the land of 
his birth until the time of their deaths. 
Leonard was reared on a farm and remained 
in his fatherland until 1869, when he sailed 
for the United States, and came direct to 
Meeker county, Minn., settling in Greenleaf 
township, where he has since lived. He now 
has 270 acres of land, a good share of which 
is under a high state of cultivation. He has’ 
been very successful in his farming opera- 
tions, although he has met with the partial 
loss of several crops; but by careful manage- | 
ment and hard labor he has accumulated a 
comfortable property. Ie has taken an act- 
ive interest in public matters, and has held 
various offices of a local nature, including 
that of township assessor. In political affairs 
he affiliates with the prohibition party. 

Mr. Roman was married on the 6th of 
July, 1876, to Emma E. Hagerstrom, and 
their marriage has been blessed with the 
following children—Axel L., born “June 9, 
1877; Benhart E., born March 9, 187%: 
Victor R., born June 19, 1880; Emina E., 
born June 4, 1883; and Arnold A., born 
Jannary 18, 1885—all of whom are still liv- 
ing except Benhart E., who died August 2s, 
1879, and whose remains are interred in the 
Beckville cemetery. The family attend the 
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Mission church. Mrs. Roman’s parents were 
also natives of Sweden. They came to 
Meeker county, Minn., in August; 1871, and 
are now living in Greenleaf township. 
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SHARLES A. LAUGHTON, one of the 
prominent business men of Litchfield, 
was born in Platteville, Grant county, Wis., 
March 20, 1851, and is the son of George R. 
and Mildred (Durley) Laughton. His father 
was born in Soho Square, London, Eng., 
June 27, 1820, and came to the United 
States in 1835, arriving in New York Octo- 
ber 25. He came to Southport, now Keno- 
sha, Wis., with L. G. Merrill and John 
Nichols, who brought some $56,000 worth of 
goods to that place October 30, 1842. In 
December following, these parties sent him 
to Platteville, with a large stock of goods. 
Ile became a large land owner in that 
county and lived on a farm in the environs 
- of Platteville until 1870, when he removed 
to that village, where he lives retired from 
business. He was married, May 1, 1844, to 
Miss Mildred Durley, who was born August 
9, 1828, at Greenville, Bond county, Il., who 
died January 8, 1864. 

The elder Mr. Laughton owned and oper- 
ated a splendidly equipped woolen factory 
upon his farm, and Charles A., who attended 
school in the summer months, during the 
winters worked in the mill, and there showed 
his mechanical ingenuity. In 1870 when 
the place was sold, Charles entered the Young 
Men’s Academy, at Lake Forest, Ill., where 
he spent two years. He then entered into 
the mercantile 
brother, but finding the work too confining 
for his health, entered the employ of J. I. 
Case & Co., of Racine. The following spring of 
1874, he commenced traveling in their inter- 
ests, as an expert, over the United States and 
Canada, and has seen much of the world while 
doing so. He followed that line of work, in the 


trade at Platteville, with his” 
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service of the same company, until Septem- 
ber, 1881, when he came to Litchfield, as the 
resident agent for Case & Co.’s_ threshing 
machinery. In the spring of 1887, he built 
the machine shop where he does all kinds of 
repairing of machinery, especially engine 
work, which he carries on in connection with 
his other business. 

November 10, 1887, C. A. Laughton was 
united in marriage with Miss Julia Gratiot, 
a native of Platteville, Wis., daughter of the 
late Lieut. Col. E. H. and Ellen (Hager) Gra- 
tiot, natives of St. Louis, Mo., and Baltimore, 
Md., and niece of the late Hon. E. B. Wash- 
burn. While Mr.and Mrs. Laughton are not. 
among the older residents of the village, 
their genial dispositions and happy manners. 
have won them a high place in social circles. 
Mr. Laughton is ranked among the leading 
business men of the-place, and a bright future 
is evidently before him. 


é 


ACOB LENHARD, of Darwin town- 
y ship, isa native of the German Empire, 
born July 1, 1827. He was reared in that 
classic land and remained there until 1852, 
when bidding adieu to the beloved fatherland 
he crossed the ocean to the shores of free 
America, in search of the liberty of action 
and the chance of competency not afforded 
to him in the Jand of his birth. He settled 
near Buffalo, N. Y., where he remained some 
three months, after which he went to Canada, 
and worked on the construction of the railroad 
suspension bridge over the Niagara river. 
From there he proceeded west to Chicago, IlL., 
but less than a year later removed to Polk 
county, Wis., and there purchased a farm and 
settled down to the life of a Western farmer. 
He made that part of the “ Badger State” 
his home for thirteen years and at the ex- 
piration of that time, in- 1868, came to 
Meeker county, and settled in Darwin town- 
ship. Ie was united in marriage, Septem- 
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ber 4, 1854, with Miss Dora Yerkes, who 
is the mother of seven children—-Henry P., 
born June 22, 1855; John P., born January 
9, 1857; William F., born December 9, 1858 ; 
Jacob A., born January 21, 1860; Mary M., 
born December 25, 1862; Conrad E., born 
March 24, 1865; and Anna D., born January 
18, 1869. Thesons are all well-to-do farmers 
of the township. 

Mr. Lenhard and his family are members 
of the Lutheran church and respected and 
honored citizens. 


SAC aite x enna 

i =| ELS F. JOHNSON, is one of the well- 

YY to-do farmers of Swede Grove town- 
ship. He isa son of John and Anna Chris- 
tianson, and was born in Sweden, on the 28th 
of June, 1862. Ilecame to the United States 
with his parents in 1868, and they came 
direct to Meeker county, Minn., settling in 


Swede Grove township, where Nels F. re: 
ceived a common-school education. He lived 


with his parents, working on the farm until 
1887, when he purchased 160 acres of land 
on section 6, where he now lives, keeping 
“bachelor’s hall” and tilling his farm. A 
sketch of his parents will be found elsewhere 
in this volume. Mr. Johnson takes active 
interest in township matters. He was ap- 
pointed school clerk to fill the unexpired 
term when that office became vacant through 
the removal of his father to another town- 


ship. He is a member of the Swedish Luth- 
eran church. In political matters he is a 
republican. 


2°HE legal profession has a number of 
bf able and prominent representatives at 
Litchfield, among them being J. M. Russrnr, 
county attorney of Meeker county. Ie is a 
native of Clay county, Ind., born on the 13th 
of February, 1852. Lis early life was spent 

upon a farm attending district school in the 


| 


winter, and thus continuing until he was six- 
teen years old, when he began teaching 
school in the winter, working on the farm 
during the summer. Two years later he 
purchased his brother’s interest in the old 
homestead, his father having died when he 
was less than three years ofage. After this 
he worked the farm during the swnmer, 
teaching during the winter months, until he 
was twenty-three years old, when he sold 
the stock and farm implements and for two 
years attended college at Westfield, I]. From 
there, in the spring of 1877, he came to 
Meeker county, remaining here one vear 
and teaching two terms of school. In the 
spring of 1878, returning to the old home in 
Indiana, he worked on the farm with his 
brother that season and taught school during 
the following winter. 

On the 8th of April, 1879, Mv. Russell was 
married to Miss Julia E. Tlays, of Clay 
county Ind., and the following day they 
started for Meeker county, Minn. For a 
year he taught school at Cedar Mills, and, on 
the 14th of September, 1850, he settled at 
Litchfield and entered the law office of N. 
©. Martin for the purpose of fitting himself 
for that profession, and was admitted to 
the bar-in the fall of 1882. He spent the 
summer of 1881 upon aclaimin Dakota. He 
sold this in 1883, and having taken a home- 
stead in the same Territory, that spring, he 
spent the summer on that, and still owns 
the farm. After being admitted to the 
in the fall of 1882 he formed a law partnership 
with N.C. Martin under the firm name of 
Martin & Russell. This partnership was 
maintained until the Ist of January, 1557, 
when it was dissolved, and since that time 
Mr. Russell has devoted his attention exclu- 
sively to his profession, as before, but alone 
in business, and has built up a Iuerative 
practice. In 1854 he was elected city 
attorney and held the office for three suc- 
In the fall of 1887 he 
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was elected county attorney on the repub- 
lican and allianee tickets and assumed 
the duties of the office on the Ist of Jan- 
uary, 1887. Mr. Russell is an active mem- 
of the Christian Church. 
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[:\ NDREW DAVIDSON, is one of the pio- 
neers of Dassel township, where he 
lives on section 14, and one of its leading 
and representative citizens. He is a native 
of Scotland, born in Wigtown Shair, March 
28, 1833. Among the heaths and glens of 
his native land he was reared, and there made 
his home until his twenty-first year, and then 
determined to seek a new home in the wilds 
of America. Crossing the tempestuous At- 
lantic, he landed in New York, and for a 
short time made his home in Orleans county, 
N. Y., but then moved to Morristown, N. J., 

where he went into a hardware store, where 
he was employed for some time, and later 
commenced market gardening or ‘truck 
farming.” In 1856 our subject came west, 
and for ten years followed farming in Col- 
umbia county, Wis., from whence he came 
to Meeker county in 1866. He drove the 
entire distance with an ox team, bringing 
his family with him, and on his arrival here 
took up as a homestead eighty acres of land 
on section 14. First setting foot in the 
county July 4, 1866, he has been for nearly 
twenty years a constant citizen, except the 
first winter, when he spent that season in 
McLeod county after partially building the 
house upon his place, where he worked to 
keep his family in the necessaries of life. 
During the first few years he did consider- 
able hunting, getting at one time eighty-six 
deer in six weeks, and in taking the venison 
and furs to Minneapolis to market he add- 
ed considerably to his revenue. As game 
became scarce, he took up teaming with a 
yoke of oxen, and transacted considerable 
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business at remunerative figures. Soon his 
farm demanded his sole attention, and by the 
exercise of labor and perseverance, together 
with the thrift and frugality with which his 
race are proverbially endowed, has succeeded 
in placing himself in comfortable circum- 
stances, and lives surrounded by most of the 
coinforts of life. 

Mr. Davidson was married before he left 
‘““the land of heather,” December 1, 1840, to 
Miss Grace McAllister, but left her in Scot- 
land when he came to America in search of 
a home. Two years afterward she emigrated 
to the “land of the free,” joing her hus- 
band, in Morristown, in 1856. They are 
happy parents of four children—Janet, Peter, 
Margaret and Alexander. Janet is the wife 
of Barney Cox, a resident of Dassel ; Peter, 
who is also married, lives in the town of 
Dassel; the other two still reside at home. 

On the organization of the town in 1867, 
Mr. D. was elected one of the first justices of 
the peace, and for the past thirteen years 
has been chairman of the town board of 
supervisors. 


Ss AVID B. HOAR. The subject of this 
biography, a prominent and successful 


farmer and stock raiser, residing on section 
34, Union Grove township, justly bears tlie 
reputation of being one of the most solid and 
substantial citizens in the northern part of 
the county, and his many vears of residence 
there have caused him to be well known to. 
all the old settlers of that region. 

Mr. Hoar was born in New Brunswick. 
Albert’ county, Canada, on May §, 1822. 
His father was originally a tanner, but he 
lost his feet from the effects of a cold, morti- 
fication setting in, and amputation was 
necessary, and he then learned and worked 
at the tailor’s trade for some time, after 
which he was. engaged in the mereantile 
A few years later he built a vessel, 
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sold out and engaged in farming. Te died 
in 1878, and his wife in 1883. 

David B. Hoar, our subject, spent his early 
days in aiding to care for his parents. In 
May, 1857, he came to Minnesota, and worked 
in a Steam saw mill in Wright county until 
the spring of 1858, when he came to Meeker 
county, and rented a farm in what is now 
Union Grove township, which he worked 
and raised three crops on. The last year he 
bought the right and improvements on 160 
acres of land on section 34, where he win- 
tered. The next summer he worked for 
farmers in Wright county, and the same fall, 
on October 28, 1861, he was married to 
Miss Melissa Bryant, daughter of Ambrose 
and Narcissa Bryant. She was born in Ken- 
nebec county, Me., July 24, 1842, and 
came to Minnesota with her parents in the 
fall of 1855. At the age of nineteen she 
commenced teaching school, and taught one 
term before and one after marriage. She 
was teaching when the outbreak of the In- 
dians occurred. <As a full history of this 
matter is given in another department of 
this work, it is unnecessary in this connec- 
tion to repeat it. On the Wednesday fol- 
lowing the massacre at Acton, Mrs. Hoar 
was teaching, when a man came and notified 
her that the Indians were coming. She at 
once sent the children to their homes, and 
she rode home with the mail carrier. Mr. 
Hoar at once started to notify the Good- 
speeds, Mrs. Goodspeed being a sister of 
Mrs. Hoar. They hitched up a yoke of 
oxen and a horse, and expected to take din- 
ner at Mr. Hoar’s, but they did not stop to 
eat it, as the Indians had got sight of him 
and were in hot pursuit. Mr. Hoar cocked 
his gun and backed up to the wagon, wait- 
ine till all were in,and they started, and 
before they were out of sight the Indians 
were plundering the house. The party drove 
to Manannah, where they were joined by 
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which he sailed for three years, and then | quite a crowd, and then proceeded to Forest 


City. Mrs. Hoar, Mrs. Leaming and two 
children, Mrs. Helen Goodspeed and three 
children, and Miss Florinda J. Bryant, the 
four sisters, went to Monticello. My. Hoar 
remained during the summer and was on 
some of the most perilous expeditions, and 
had many narrow escapes. He spent the 
ensuing winter at his father-in-law’s, after 
which he spent about three years in his na- 
tive province. In 1866 he returned to Union 
Grove, and this has since been his home. 
He has one of the most desirable farms in 
the township, owning 320 acres, and has 
substantial improvements. All that he pos- 
sesses Is the result of his own management 
and industry, and he has accumulated a fine 
property, notwithstanding the fact that he 
has passed through enough hardships and 
dangers in early days, and loss of crops in 
later years, to have discouraged and dis- 
heartened the generality of mankind. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hoar are the parents of the 
following children—Adelbert, born Decem- 
ber 12, 1862; David Alonzo, born September 
1, 1864; Elisabeth S.; born August 11, 1866; 
Wesley J., born September 5, 1868; Wino- 
gene, born July 11, 1870; Irvine, born Jan- 
uarv 15, 1872; Forest, born April 26, 1873; 
A. Chesley, born March 23,1875; Phebe A., 
born January 13, 1877; Narcissa, born De- 
cember 80,1878; and Ambrose, born Octo- 
ber 24, 1880. Adelbert is mentioned else- 
where in this work. David Alonzo runs a 
stationary engine at Buffalo, Minn. The 
rest are at home. 


SULRURRGAIMS. ca 
j<s) ASMUS NELSON, the junior member 
ay of the firm of Birch & Nelson, Litch- 
field, is a native of Denmark, born Febru- 
ary 11, 1844. His father was engaged in 
agricultural pursuits, and our subject was 
reared upon a farm, acquiring such education 
as the schools of his native land atforded 
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until he was some fourteen years of age, after 
which his time was devoted solely to labor, 
In 1869 he emigrated to the New Worldand 
upon Janding in this country, came to Minne- 
sota and purchased a farm on section 34, 
Acton township, and upon that tract of land 
made his home for some sixteen years. 
While a resident in that portion of the county 
he was very active in the discharge of his 
duties as a citizen, and was duly honored 
by the people with election to several im- 
portant offices. He served three years as town 
supervisor, four years as county commissioner, 
and in a number of the minor ones, and on 
the school board. 

In 1884 the subject of this sketch pur- 
chased the interest of Andrew Nelson in the 
clothing and gents’ furnishing goods firm of 
Birch & Nelson, and has been actively en- 
gaged in mercantile pursuits in this line and 
place ever since. He is still the owner of 
some 400 acres of excellent farm land in the 
county, most of which is under cultivation. 
lis house, which is a handsome one, is sur- 
rounded by a fine grove, and his place con- 
tains a thrifty orchard, and is generally con- 
sidered one of the best farms in the county. 

Mr. Nelson was united in marriage in Den- 
mark, previous to his leaving his native land, 
with Miss Maren Peterson, a native of the 
same country, who died September 20, 1887 
They were the parents of eight children— 
Nels P., Charles G., Annie, Carrie M., Gertie 
C., Walter W., Jennie and Arthur E, 
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ANS IVERSON resides on section 33, 
-k. Acton township. The parents of the 
subject of this biography were Iver and 
Johanna Anderson, both of whom were 
in Norway and lived in their native 
land until thetime of their deaths. Jans 
Iverson was a native of the same country 
and was born on the 4th of May, 1846. Tle 
came to the United States in 1869, and 


born 
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shortly after his arrival Ga BRE ts 
Dakota county, Minn., where he was ey. 
ployed by various farmers until during the 
year 1873, when he came to Meeker county 
and bought railroad land on section ae 
in Acton township, where he still lives. He 
has a good farm of 180 acres of land with 
a sod portion of it under cultivation, a 
comfortable house, and other farm buildings, 
and withal is in comfortable circumstances. 
This has ali been the result of his own in- 
dustry and economy, as he was a poor man 
when he came to this country. He has met 
with some reverses, especially during the 
year that the grasshoppers visited Meeker 
county, but asa whole his farming operations 
have been very successful. | 

Mr. Iverson was married in 1869 to Miss 
Ingeborg Pederson. She was born in Nor- 
way, on the 4th of April, 1848, and is a 
daughter of Iver and Martha Pederson. 
Her father died in Norway and her mother 
is now living in Pope county, Minn. Mr. 
and Mrs. Iverson have been the parents of 
the following children—Martin, born March 
14,1870; Idan, born December 29, 1573; 
Olof, born July 7, 1875; Mina, born Sep- 
tember 10, 1877; Hilda, born January 16, 
1880; and Lydia, born July 23, 1882. 


IMROD BARRICK, a farmer of Ells- 
worth township, lives on section 63, 
he carries on agricultural pursuits, 
and confines his operations to grain and cat- 
tle raising. 

Mr. Barrick was born in Cedar county. 
Iowa, September 20, 1851, and is the son of 
Alpheus and Minerva (Porter) Barrick, nat- 
ives of Virginia and Indiana respectively. 
who came to Meeker county in the spring of 
1864, and settled in the town of Cedar Mills 
where they still live. Mr. and Mrs. Alpheus 
Barrick were the parents of eight children— 
Isaac, Amos, Sarah, Scott, Nimrod, Nellie. 


where 


cifuo-o ay 2741 189", 
peri fiat. Aypontian | hava 
wf py shave giles Mat moot. Wi 
dita Fuad my wyite OLE to ri mae # anyl 
« nega yobon Mt) mode wo, A 

eis hd ea? aml linngcepotl ifiosletioe, 


esoaptedu iy oldiinolnog nu i lattacv fina 
wt Wnoslto Mageved! nvod ie eat sidT 
Qa Mano eu ntl 25 LMONOI9 bin ts mn 
CO Mos aNi}s oF O10 mil aoale 


‘ 
wii eth oral 


wit ante svllnoyes foe sige fait 
balk Brisset? 2 Oe pieces Ty att ruil ‘No? 
adie sim entuled tical yianas 


dinaewoue “ytay nse nad 

mE o} QB4T at boviten 254 
mo wer sin noes wideyel 
Pit Merqholo US se) Orn 
gilrnlh fre ivial “416 ‘otvatab 
bigoted. ol hath aod yalt 
(tio ool a advil wig +1 
SLL 18] Sihd rival HY nth “OR? 1 grid Dis 
tier wvthlkis auivottot ong 
SOT! WE 
wal) 


Hoeiav Lh: TF 
nfo i 

t ttt ie 
norisine' l 


s | ij leit " aff 


HH yeti 
ie 
Lo shie. 
hy el 
114 


iri A 
02 ded biel prebl 
wath mle ;e7el “ial tod 
ame oftill poRaI 
hey] Wint 


——— eee ihe] s 


vi tapi at, 


OF “ales 
> leds 


ree 8 vlauriod 


a 


ML to reais ADDIS Ad COS MAT 
A Moises 1) datell aj-edteras whinge Fe © 
Tne} heushiorign iw avy ab otoly 
withing Ol amin ALC til eying hak 
wulai nn oF 

dvs, deal) yi Aslevs ici AW 
arr UOT Min EET US wipes tle if 

t Horrid, Cee hina. iptias ner 
Seinen wml bias litls ait 1. ous 
Nagje cult wy 


tidal Pay 


wil th dra hiioe Lotte tis 
OE bras be it ide yt 


| A susgehnaen : 


Le 
| i ae 


, und ant 31.9 fis ote 


ai, vam 
Tra ely sat ouitld ake 
eve stlpsmid, aridhedbae, «ib 
oe eee Pi beer the 
état recy sirge Fires. < 


reo rc he ie oe 
7 wih sard: 


Se ao 
) oa Pig npg’ 
| it OD Ut 
ios it te es yu br ot | 
a si ‘oft Wo recat 
| it 
: 


sete outst: nil 9 ise 
> lor isnededs ite i § 

ods pt Dest tol 1ieHeow 
 redtel ties “pofatia 
| ea ef nt. § on 
to adil” td ta 


foo Yiliwod 


Jnvel ociran eek gate 


‘jt le Aurion pe anerneit se 
| "i ah 


eae 


“ary i) 3 chia 


a 


} 


4 


fly 


{ pes i 
. ae | 


James and Ethan. Isaac, one of those 
“whose faith and truth on war’s red touch- 
stone rang true metal,” enlisted in Com- 
pany IH], Third Minnesota Infantry, and after 
nearly three years’ service, died from expos- 
ure. Ethan died at the age of two years. 

The subject of our sketch spent a portion 
of his early life in Rice county, Minn., where 
his father followed his trade, blacksmithing, 
until war times, then enlisted in Company A, 
Seventh Minnesota Volunteer Infantry, serv- 
ing one year. During this time our subject 
attended district school, and in the fall of 
1864 he, with the rest of his people, removed 
to Meeker county, Minn., and settled in Ce- 
dar Mills township, where he remained at 
home, assisting in the work and improving 
the place, until the fall of 1873, when he 
commenced life for himself and removed to 
the town of Ellsworth. 

October 9, 1873, Mr. Barrick and Miss 
Julia Kennedy pledged their mutual vows 
at the marriage altar. The bride was a 
daughter of Dr. V. P., and Julia Ann 
(Rudisill) Kennedy, natives of Pennsylvania 
and Indiana respectively, and was herself 
born in Clay county, Ind. <A history of her 
parents is given elsewhere in the pages of this 
Axum, to which the reader is referred. By 
this union Mr.and Mrs. Barrick have become 
the parents of three children, Roscoe, Vincent 
and Baby, and their home is lightened by 
the merry sound of childhood’s laugh and 
song. 

In the spring of 1885, Mr. and Mrs. Bar- 
rick moved to Brown county, D. T., but 


becoming dissatisfied there, returned to 
Meeker county in the fall of the same 
year. 


Our subject is republican in his principles, 
and afliliates with that organization. In 
local politics he takes considerable interest 
although, in no way a professional politician 
or an office seeker. In 1882 he was honored 
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by tie citizens of Ellsworth township, by 
having had bestowed upon him the office of 
town supervisor, and for four years filled 
that position. Several minor offices have, 
also, in him found a worthy and trusty 
administrator and he merits and receives the 
respect and esteem of the whole community. 

Ee 
ENRY MARTIN, a successful and en- 
-k terprising farmer residing on section 
sf ‘Gedae Mills township, has ee a resident 
of Meeker county, with the exception of one 
year, since 1878. Tle is a native of Monroe 
county, Wis., and was born October 8, 1855. 

When Henry was seven years of age he 
removed to Kedron, Fillmore county, Minn., 
with a man named Hale, who had adopted 
him. He remained there until 18738, when 
he came to Meeker county, Minn., and located 
in what is now the town of Cosmos. After 
remaining there a year he went to Stevens 
county, Minn., where he also remained 
year, and then returned to Meeker county. 
After his return he lived in Greenleaf town- 
ship until the spring of 1884, when he pur- 
chased his present farm on section 9, Cedar 
Mills township. Since that time he has 
resided upon his farm and devoted his time 
to diversified farming and stock raising. He 
has a valuable farm of 160 acres, consider- 
able of which is under cultivation, and is in 
very comfortable circumstances. 

Mr. Martin was married on January 9, 
1878, to Miss Alma It. Nevens. She is a 
native of Maine, born November 26, 1861, 
and is a daughter of Daniel and Eveline 
Nevens, who were among the earliest set- 
tlers of Greenleaf township. Mr. and Mrs. 
Martin are the parents of four children, as 


follows an D., born January 2S, 1880; 
Mary E., born May 28, 1882; Sarah A., born 
April 28, 1885; and Lettie G., born Septem- 


ber 22, 1887, all of whom are now living. 
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OHN HUNTER, SR. The subject of this 
©) sketch, who is one of the most promi- 
nent and respected farmers and stock raisers 
in the northern portion of the county, is a 
resident of section 18, Union Grove township. 
He comes of a race which make the best 
citizens in Minnesota’s population, and a race 
which is proverbial for their integrity, in- 
dustry, frugality, and genial and hospitable 
temperament, for it is an old and true saying 
that “no man goes hungry from a Scotch- 
man’s door.” 

Mr. Hunter was born in the county of 
Barrackshire, Scotland, on the 10th of April, 
1826. His early life was spent in the land 
of his birth, where he received the training 
and education afforded by the facilities of 
those days, and imbibed the principles of 
honesty, industry and economy, which are 
characteristic of the Scotch people. Economy 
and industry were essential in those days to 
make a living, and the wage earnings of that 
day would now be considered a pittance. 
About the year 1849 he came to America 
and settled in Canada, where he remained 
for sixteen years. He then, in 1865, came to 
Meeker county, Minn., and located on section 
18, in what is now Union Grove township, 
where he has since lived. At the time he came 
here there were only three settlers within the 


limits of the township, as all the earlier | 


settlers had been driven off by the Indians 
and had not returned as yet. Mr. 
had a good deal to contend with during those 
early days and bad to encounter difficulties 
and disadvantages to which most men would 
have surrendered. When he arrived here 
his earthly possessions consisted of one yoke 
of oxen and a cow, and for two years he had 
very little to eat, living a good share of the 
time on wheat boiled in milk. Flour was 
worth $16 per barrel, and potatoes $1.25 per 
bushel, and at one time he traded a two-year- 
old steer, even, for a 100-weight of flour. 
They were obliged to go to Cold Springs, a 


Tlunter 
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distance of twenty-five miles, to mill and tie 
trip usually took three days. No wort: 
could be found, and there was no money jy, 
the country, and at times it looked as thous); 
starvation stared them in the face, but duriny 
all the trials and hardships his courage an 
enterprise never forsook him and it has no: 
been unrewarded, as he is now rated as one 
of the most solid and substantial citizens of 
the township in which he lives. He has 
fine farm of 250 acres and a comfortall. 
home. 

Mr. Hunter was married on the Ist of 
April, 1849, to Agnes Brown Lee, and their 
union has been blessed with seven children, 
as follows—Mary, Jane, James (decease), 
John, Charles, Charlotte, and George 
(deceased). . 

During the first year that Mr. Hunter and 
his family were here, they had neither team 
nor cow; they had to carry their house-logs 
out of the woods—Mr. Hunter carried one 
end and old Mr. Beaumont the other. The 
boys each had to hold forked sticks to reach 
to the log so as to help. When they got 
their oxen, they did all their hauling, swn- 
mer and winter, on a sled. Deer and elk 
would often come into the dooryard, while 
bear was by no means an unfrequent visitor. 
On one occasion, they found by the tracks, 
that a bear had climbed upon the wood-house 
and from there to the roof of the eabin, 
which was covered with sod. In those days 
they were afraid that some night they might 
come down the fire chimney. Wolves were 
numerous, and in addition to this they were 
constantly on the lookout for Indians. These 
were some of the trials, experiences and 
hardships which the early settlers endured, 


“= UGH DOWLING, harness maker and 
“dealer in horsemen’s goods, Litch- 
field, is a native of Bath, Me., born Septemi- 
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ber 29, 1848, and is the son of Edward and 
Lizzie (Hanlon) Dowling, natives of the Em- 
erald Isle, who had settled in Maine shortly 
before the birth of Hugh. The father of 
our subject worked at ship-carpentering until 
1850, in Bath, after which he came to Minne- 
sota, and remained until 1855 in St. Paul. He 
then, in company with a Mr. Egan, removed 
to Dakota county, this State, and was one of 
the first settlers in the town of Egan. Le 
took up a homestead there, and made it 
his home until 1866, when he sold out and 
came to Meeker county and bought a farm. 
He died here December 27, 1870. 

Hugh Dowling resided at home on.the farm 
until he had attained the age of twenty-five 
years, When he commenced to learn the har- 
ness-making trade. In 1879 he opened a 
shop of his own, which burned down March 
4, 1885, with a loss of $1,900, only part of 
which was covered by insurance. Recover- 
ing himself, our subject soon afterward 
opened his present place of business, where 
he carries in stock all kinds of harness, robes, 
blankets, trunks, ete. 

Mr. Dowling and Miss Kate E. Dougherty 
were united in marriage January 11, 1880. 
The lady is a daughter of Thomas and Cath- 
erine (Ward) Dougherty, natives of County 
Donegal, Ireland, who were among the very 
earliest settlers in this county, coming here 
in July, 1856. Mrs. Dowling is a native of 
Will county, Il. 
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OB B. SHERMAN, a prominént resident 
<y of Litchfield, is a native of Evie county, 
N. Y., born in 1540. His parents were Jo- 
seph and Merey (Willitt) Sherman; the 
father a native of Massachusetts who had 
settled in Evie county, N. Y., in 1823, and 
the mother a native of New York. They 
remained upon their old homestead in Erie 
county from the time of their settlement un- 

‘til the time of their deaths. 
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Job B. remained with his parents until he 
was twenty-two years of age, when he en- 
listened in Company Kk, One Hundred and 
Sixteenth New York Infantry, serving two 
years and nine months. During this time 
he was in thirteen different battles, and 
wounded twice—first at Port Hudson, La., 
by a minie ball entering his left cheek and 
coming out at the back of his neck; and 
again at Cedar Creek, Va., by a spent minie 
ball entering his left cheek. The first wound 
Was serious, and unfitted him for duty for 
about six months, seven weeks of which time 
were spent in the hospital. After receiving his 
discharge from the army, Mr. Sherman re- 
turned to Erie county, N. Y., and engaged 
in farming, remaiming there until 1885, when 
he settled at Litchfield. With the exception 
of one year spent in Kansas, Litchfield has 
been his home since that time. He followed 
his: trade (carpentering) until the spring of 
1887, when he was appointed policeman for 
the village, which position he still holds. 
Mr.. Sherman was married on the 25th of 
December, 1865, to Miss Hlannah E. Sole, of 
Erie county, N. Y., and they are the parents 
of two children— Grace D., who was born 
December 5, 1867; and Blanche H., born 
July 29,1878. Mrs. Sherman is one of the 
most active members of the Woman’s Relief 
Corps, No. 17, and is the present secretary 
of the corps. The family are members of 
the Episcopalian church. Mr. Sherman is a 
member of the Grand Army of the Republic, 
the Ancient Order of United Workmen, and 
also the Odd Fellows. 


Was 


5% 
a a y w) ca 
+7 ie + am * ° 


ee HALVERSON NESS is one of the 
G) most prominent old settlers of Meeker 
county. HHewas born in Hullingdal, Nor- 
way, October 6, 1824, and is a son of Halver 
Munsonand Ingeber Ness. 
for thirty-six years in the 


This father served 
Norwegian army, 
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and Ole H. saw six years’ service in the same 
army, with the rank of sergeant. In 1846 
he was married to Margaret Christian, a 
daughter of Christian Knudson, who was 
born in 1821. One week after his marriage 
Mr. Ness embarked for America with his 
parents, and settled in Rock county, Wis. 
In 1856 he sold his farm there and came to 
Meeker county, Minn., his family being one 
of the three original families who settled in 
Litchfield township. The party came through 
by “ prairie-schooner” conveyance, and were 
charmed with the delightful scenery of Min- 
nesota in June. During the summer the 
family lived in “ camp-life style” on the land 
where Ole H. had taken up his claim, and in 
the fall he completed one of the first cabins 
erected in the township, and moved into it. 
After experiencing the hardships and _tri- 
als incident to pioneer life, he had just begun 
to get a foothold in the wilderness, and was 
looking forward to the brighter days of civ- 
ilization, when the outbreak of the Sioux 
Indians came. Bred in the school of the 
intrepid Norwegian soldiery, Mr. Ness did 
not for a moment quail or hesitate before the 
onslaught of the savage redskins, but sprang 
to the defense of his home and fireside. On 
the night of the shedding of the first blood, 
a few miles from his own door, he was one 
of the few who dared to go to the scene of 
the slaughter in the darkness, and who, after 
finding the bodies of the five slain persons, 
stood faithful watch until they were buried. 
Then O. H. Ness went home, and, although 
the whole populace seemed to be on wheels 
to get out of the way of the savages, he 
remained at home with his family until Sat- 
urday following the massacre at Acton, when 
he took them to Forest City. Ilis horses 
being pressed into service, he spent a few 
days at Kingston and then returned to For- 
est City, and superintended the building of 
fortifications there. His family occupied 
apartments over the postoffice at the time of 
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the Indian attack, and he first discovered jt 
while going out to change the guard, and 
had just time to arouse the people and 

them into the fortress. After remaining at 
Forest City until the latter part of Decein- 
ber, 1862, Mr. Ness removed his family to 
the farm and kept them there during the 
entire winter—the only case of the kind in 
the whole county. The Indians destroyed 
fully $2,000 worth of property for him. 

Mr. Ness’ first marriage was blessed with 
eleven children, whose names are as follows 
—Sarah, Halver O., Christian, Margaret, Mar- 
tin O., Lina, Caroline and Karl. Margaret 
is married to Abt Mattson, Lina to Paul P. 
Olson, and Caroline to George Beach. The 
first wife died in August, 1877. 

Mr. Ness has retired from all active par- 
ticipation in business affairs, and is now 
pleasantly passing the evening of his life 
with his second wife. All his children have 
grown up about him, and are comfortably 
settled in life. 
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CS NE of the most intelligent and enter- 
prising farmers in the southern part of 


the county is L. M. Jounson, a resident of sec- 
tion 22, Greenleaf township. He is a native 
of Sweden, and was born on February 25, 
1844. is parents were also natives of 
Sweden, where they are still living, his father 
following the vocation of a farmer. 

L. M. Johnson, the subject of our sketch, 
was reared in early life on a farm, but later, 
while still in the old country, was employed 
at the milling business, and at the carpen- 
ter’s trade. In 1867, he left the land of his 
birth and came to the United States, and 
after spending some three weeks in Chicago, 
he went to Marquette county, Mich., where 
he worked at the carpenter’s trade. On May 
8, 1869, he came to Meeker county, Minn., 
and settled upon a farm on section 17, in 
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Greenleaf township. In 1871 he entered a 
homestead of forty acres, where he now 
lives, on section 22,and moved onto it dur- 
ing the same season. He now hasa splendid 
farm of 180 acres, a large portion of which 
is under cultivation, and his buildings, which 
are among the best in the township, reflect 
great credit upon his enterprise and good 
management. 
stock and carries on diversified farming, 
together with stock raising. He has taken 
an active interest in public matters. 

Mr. Johnson was married on July 4, 1867, 
to Sarah C. Olson. Her parents were born 
in Sweden, where her father died, and her 
mother is still living. Mr. and Mrs. Johnson 
have been blessed with the following chil- 
dren—Johanna T., born June 24, 1869; 
“sther E., born October 6, 1870; Mary S., 
born July 11,1873; John W., born October 
8, 1874; Ida N., born August 9, 1876; Ruth 
J., born May 16, 1878; Joshua E., born 
August 24,1881; and a pair of twins that 
died at the time of their birth, August 28, 


1868. The family are members of the Church 
of God. Mr. Johnson has tive brothers and 


two sisters living in this country. 
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4 INCENT COOMBS. The subject of 
°f this sketch, a successful farmer and 
stock raiser, residing on section 11, Cedar 
Mills township, is one of the oldest settlers 
in the southern portion of the county. He 
is a native of Indiana, and was born on April 
30, 1841. 

Ile arrived in Meeker county, Minn., on 
the 7th of July, 1857, with his parents, Mil- 
ton and Elizabeth Coombs, he being at the 
time only sixteen years of age. The father, 
Milton Coombs, took a claim in the town of 
Ellsworth, but only remained on it a few 
days; not being satisfied with the location, 
packed up his goods, preparatory to starting 
for fowa. Upon arriving at Cedar City he 


He has a large amount of 
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was persuaded to take a claim in Cedar Mills 
township, and he accordingly selected 160 
acres of land on section 2. For some time 
they lived at Cedar City, working the farm 
in the meantime, however, and in 1859 they 
moved to the place. When the Indian out- 
break occurred, they with others went to the 
“Point” in Cedar Lake, where they built 
fortifications, and later went to Hutchinson. 
In the spring of 1863, they, with George 
Nichols and family, returned to Cedar Mills 
—they being the first to return. 

The family of Milton Coombs remained in 
Cedar Mills township until 1865, when they 
moved to the town of Greenleaf. 

In the fall of 1869 the family moved to 
Delano and later to Minneapolis, and thence 
to Ilinckley, where they now reside. 

In the fall of 1862, Vincent Coombs en- 
listed in Captain Herrington’s three months 
State Militia, and served during his term of 
enlistment. In the following spring he en- 
listed as a scout under General Sibley, and 
served with the Sibley expedition through 
the West. He was one of the scouts who: 
picked up the son of Little Crow to the south 
of Devil’s Lake. Mr. Coombs was in the In- 
dian country during most of the time while 
the trouble lasted. He was one of the four 
men who went into the timber to look after 
Caleb Sanborn, and found his body where 
the Indians had killed bim, near his own 
house. He was also one of the party that 
went from Hutchinson to recover the body 
of Daniel Cross, who was killed by the Indi- 
ans north of Cedar Lake. 

In the fall of 1864 Vineent Coombs sold 
the farm in Cedar Mills and took a home- 
stead in Greenleaf township. In the spring 
of 1869 he was married to Miss Lydia A. 
Abbott, of Forest Prairie. Mrs. Coombs died 
onthe 18th of November, 187s, leaving her 
husband five smal] children to care for, her 
last request being that her children be kept 
together, and it has been faithfully fulfilled. 
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Mr. Coombs was again married in the 
spring of 1883, when Sarah J. Jordan, of 
Cedar Mills, became his wife. Our subject 
resided in the town of Greenleaf until the 
spring of 1887, when he sold his place and 
purchased the Pitman farm, of a fraction over 
302 acres, located on sections 2 and 11, Cedar 
Mills township. While in Greenleaf, Mr. 
Coombs held many offices of a local nature, 
and took an active and prominent part in 
politics, township matters and educational 
affairs. He is a member of the Masonic 
order, having joined Golden Fleece lodge, 
No. 89, A. F. & A. M., in 1872, and Rz sbbont 
chapter, No. 37, Royal Arch, in 1887. When 
the Grange movement started he was one of 
the leading members in the organization and 
was master of the Greenleaf lodge. 

Mr. Coombs has now one of the best farms 
in the town of Cedar Mills, he and his wife 
together -owning 412 acres of the finest 
land in this region. Mr. Coombs nas good 
substantial buildings and a nice artificial 
grove, set out by Rev. J. M. Pitman about 
twenty yearsago. In conversation with Mr. 
Coombs, he said: “Iam my mother’s best 
boy— nang the only boy in ten children.” 
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P. PETERSON, attorney at law, of 
og Vitehfield, came to Meeker county in 
May, 1867, with ae parents, Olof and Hedda 
F. Peterson. E. P. Peterson was born in 
Goodhue county, Minn., in June, 1855, and 
was therefore twelve years of age when he 
came here. His father took a homestead in 
Ilarvey township and remained until 1883, 
when he removed to Nicollet county, and 
later to Des Moines, lowa, where he still lives. 

E. P. Peterson remained at home attending 
school, and also spent one year in the State 
University, and when he had arrived at the 
age of nineteen he began teaching school, 
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and followed that profession for three years. 
Then, in company with his brother H. T., 
he bought the Litchfield Znadependent. In 
1880, selling his interest in the paper to his 
brother, he began the study of Jaw with 
Campbell & Spooner, of Litchfield, and 
about two years later was admitted to the 
bar. Since that time he has devoted his time 
exclusively to his profession, and has been 
very successful. 


<}2*HOMAS F. PRICE, a prominent old 
J! settler of Meeker county, residing on 
section 18, Harvey township, is a native of 
Gilttienton: N. H., and was born on the 18th 
of August, 1838. His parents were Thomas 
and Ann E. Price. The father was born in 
Gilmanton, N. H., and remained there until 
the time of his death, February 14, 1849. 
The mother was a native of Medway, Mass., 
born August 26, 1809. She came West with 
her family in the fall of 1856, and for six 
months remained at Minneapolis, after which 
she settled at Kingston, in Meeker county, 
and made her home in this county, after- 
ward, however, removing to Harvey township, 
until the time of her death January 10,1877 


She was formerly Ann E. Burlen from Med- 
way, Mass., and was united in marriage to 


Thomas Price, of Gilmanton, N. II., October 
30, 1836. After coming West she endured 
many hardships and privations, especially 
during the outbreak of the Indians in 1862, 


but still maintained great fortitude and. 
courage through all—always cheerful and 


looking on the bright side, until the last, and, 
at sixty-seven vears, passed away, after sut- 
fering acutely for over one year. She was 
a member of the Congregational church, 
with her husband. Her remains were buried 
at Manannah cemetery. There were five 
children in her family, four of whom—E. A., 
of Big Stone county, Minn., Thomas IF., 
Havers: M., and August . A.—are still living. 
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One member of the family, a son, Wilmot 
Austin Price, died in Harvey, October 9, 1870, 
and was buried in the Manannah cemetery. 

Thomas F. Price, the subject of our present 
sketch, spent most of his early life in his 
native town. Je received the education 
afforded by the facilities of those days, and 
at an early age he learned the carpenter’s 
trade, which he worked at more or less at 
Boston and other places. In 1856 he came 
West with his mother’s family to Minneapo- 
lis, and six months later to Kingston. They 
were living there when the Indian outbreak 
occurred. They remained at Kingston dur- 
ing all of the trouble with the redskins, al- 
though nearly all of the settlers throughout 
the county went away for safety. In 1863 
they removed to Harvey township, where 
Thomas F. has since lived. We has devoted 
his time to general farming and stock raising 
and owns a valuable farm. 

In religious matters Mr. Price attends the 
Congregational church, and in his political 
views he affiliates with the republican party. 
He has taken considerable interest in town- 
ship affairs, and has served more or less as 
justice of peace during the last few years. 
Mr. Price is a man of the strictest integrity, 
and is justly regarded as one of the leading 
citizens of the township in which he lives. 


“WO, UNDER H. SUNDAHL is one of the 
“oT leading farmers in the southeastern 
portion of Acton township. Le is a son of 
Halver and Mary Sundahl, and was born in 
Norway, on the 28th of July, 1846. He re- 
mained in his native land until 1870, when 
he came to the United States, and first 
stopped in Iowa, where he worked at rail- 
road work for three years. In 1873 he came 
to Litchfield, and for two years was employed 
by various farmers in the neighborhood, 
after which for two years he ran a ditching 


Ig! 


machine. IIe then purchased a farm of 152 
acres on section 25, Acton township, where 
he hassince lived, devoting his time to diversi- 
fied farming and stock raising. He has been 
very successful, and now has a good lot of 
stock gathered about him. His farm is in a 
good location and he has a considerable por- 
tion of it uuder cultivation. 

Mr. Sundahl was married in 1878 to Miss 
Christina Olson, who was born on the 12th 
of July, 1856. She was a daughter of An- 
drew Olson, who was killed by the Indians 
in September, 1862, a short distance from 
where Mr. Sundahl now lives. A fullaccount 
of this matter is given elsewhere. Mr. and 
Mrs. Sundahl have had the following chil- 
dren born to them: Halver, born December 
31,1878; Andrew, born August 28, 1880; 
Matilda, born March 29, 1881; and Lura, 
born March 18, 1884. Mr. Sundahl takes an 
active interest in all matters pertaining to the 
welfare of his township, and is one of its 
leading citizens. He is a republican in polit- 
ical matters. . 


RELIABLE and enterprising citizen of 

of Ellsworth township is N. D. Mer- 
RILL, living on section 32, where he is engaged 
in carrying on general farming and stock 
raising. He first came to Minnnesota in 
1855, and after a year spent in Minneapolis, 
settled in Buffalo, Wright county, where he 
made his home until the breaking out of the 
Civil War, when, imbued with the patriotism 
of an American citizen, Mr. Merrill enlisted 
in the Second Minnesota Battery, under the 
command of Captain Hotchkiss, on January 
1, 1862, and on the 21st of April following, 
moved forward to the seat of war. The 
company was engaged for the first time at 
the capture of Corinth, and from that time 
on made a creditable record for itself in the 
conflicts of Perryville, Knob Gap, Stone 

tiver, Chattanooga, Mission Ridge and 
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others. When the war closed they were on 
detached duty in East Tennessee, where they 
were mustered out. Ilis term of service 
over, Mr. Merrill returned to Minnesota, 
where he remained until 1867, when he re- 
moved to Montana, where he was engaged 
in mining for three years, returning to 
Wright county, this State, from whence he 
came to Meeker county, in 1876, and here 
has made his home ever since. He is a 
native of Maine, born in Dover, Decem- 
ber 29, 1834, and is the son of True and 
Sally C. Merrill, both natives of Maine, the 
father having been born September 7, 1806, 
and the mother, July 25, 1805. 

True and Sally C. Merrill were married 
October 11, 1827, and were the parents of 
the following children: E. W., born March 
19, 1829; S. T., born May 25, 1831; Betsy 
A., born February 14, 1833; N. D., the sub- 
ject of this sketch; Julia A., born February 
9, 1837; Sarah E., born July 26, 183 
Charles L., born May 19, 1842, and Marinda 
A., born July 3, 1844. 

N. D. Merrill, our subject, was married on 
July 21, 1870, to Mrs. Ireland, widow of 
Wesley Ireland. She was a native of Pen- 


obscot county, Me.; was married in 1860 
to Mr. Ireland, who afterward died. She 
came to Minnesota in 1864 with her one 


child, Ellen M., and lived a widow until her 
marriage with Mr. Merrill. Mer daughter, 
Ellen M. Ireland, was born November 1, 
1861, and now Mrs. A. G. Root, of 
Nebraska 


is 


S X ALEB HULL, a prosperous and enlight- 
-~Y ened farmer of Dassel township, hav- 
ing his home on section 10, a native of 
noe rkimer county, N. Y., born in the town of 
Russia, September 26, 1824, and is the son 
of Benjamin and Betsey (Clapper) Tull, 
natives of Rhode Island and New York, 
respectively. Denjamin JIull removed to 
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Dodge county, Wis., in 1851, where he died 
in 1861; his wife some years later came to 
Meeker county, and died at Forest City 
1877. 

The subject whose name heads this per- 
sonal sketch, commenced at the age of thir- 
teen years tolearn the shoemaker’s trade, and 
after devoting three years to it, went to St. 
Lawrence county, N. Y., whither his 
parents had removed, where he made his 
home for three years. .Coming West, he 
spent the same period of time in Jefferson 
county, Wis., and then was engaged in the 
pineries of that State for six years. On his 
return, be built a house at Iustisford, Dodve 
county, Wis., but from there went to the 
Michigan pineries, where he spent some three 
years more, and then came back to Dodge 
county, where, December 1, 1855, he was 
united in marriage with Miss Eunice Frost. 
The. next year of his life was passed in 
Watertown, Wis., after which he removed 
to Freeborn county, Minn., and purchased 
160 acres of land on section 6, town of Free- 
man, where he settled. While there, he fol- 
lowed hunting and trapping to a great ex- 
tent, and found it highly remunerative ; so 
much so as to enable him to provide his 
family with many comforts that the other 
new settlers could not reach. While thus 
engaged, came the news of the Indian out- 
break of 1862, and most of his neighbors 
fled panicstricken, but he would not go. 
One day, while returning from his work in 
Towa, he met a number of his neighbors who 
advised him not to go home, saying, with 
their selfish instincts uppermost, that by the 
tiine he got there, his family would be mur- 
dered and his home in flames, as the Indians 
were close behind ; but, nobly responding to 
his duty, which called him to the defense of 
his family, he went on and found all peace- 
ful at home, and the danger much magnified 
by their fears and abject terror. Ie re- 
mained in Freeborn county some nine years 
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MEEKER COUNTY, MINNESOTA. 


and then sold out and came to Meeker 
county, arriving here July 7, 1867. He 
took up a homestead on section 10, where he 
now lives, but lived in Darwin until the 
spring of 1868, and then moved into a log 
cabin, where the family lived until he could 
get a house built, which stood where his 
present cottage now stands. This latter was 
erected in 1879, at a cost of $1,000, and is 
handsome, neat and commodious, and he has 
a fine farm of 120 acres of excellent land. 

_ Mr. and Mrs. Hull have had a family of 
six children, four of whom still survive— 
Augustus, living in Dakota, Ida E., Mrs. 
Charles Penny, of Dassel; Lillie B., and 
Mark W., at home. Mr. Hull has served in 
several official positions, chief among which 
was that of chairman of the town board of 
supervisors. 


? 


ELS CLEMENTS, of Litchfield, is the 
y¥$} son of Nels and Betsy Clements, and 
was born in Meeker county May 14, 1860. 
IIis parents, natives of Sweden, came to 
Meeker county in 1857, and on the 20th of 
August settled in the town of Litchfield on 
a farm, where they lived until the death of 
the father, in 1870. During the time of the 
Indian outbreak Nels Clements removed for 
safety to Forest City, and manfully did his 
part toward the building of the stockade and 
its defense. Ilaving been on friendly terms 
with the Indians, they did not destroy his 
house, but stole all the provisions and stock 
that were left on the place. 

Nels remained at home upon the paternal 
farm until he was of age, on attaining which 
he went to Minneapolis, but returned during 
the following winter. The season of 1552 
he spent in Montana, but, returning to this 
county in 1883, he located in Grove City, 
and went into the farm-machinery business. 
In 1884 he came to Litehtield and tended 

bar for S. A. Searp, but in October, 1886, 
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opened the saloon he now runs. He was 
married April 30, 1886, to Miss Kate Men- 
ten, a native of Meeker county, Minn., and 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Men- 
ten, natives of Germany. By this union 
there has been born one child—Mary, whose 
birth took place May 9, 1887. 


ELS AKESON is one of the prominent 

and well-to-do citizens of Swede 
Grove township. Mr. Akeson is a son of 
Ake and Hannah Anderson, and was born 
in Sweden on the 9th of May, 1841. He 
came to the United States in 1868, and first 
settled at Stillwater, Minn., where he lived 
for about seven years, being employed part 
of the time ina saw mill, again at railroading 
and various other means of securing a living. 
In 1875 he came to Swede Grove township, 
and bought a farm on section 35, where he 
has since remained, carrying on general farm- 
ing and stock raising. He hasa comfortable 
home, having a neat frame house and a very 
fine barn 80x44 feet in size, and has gathered 
about him considerable stock. When he 
came to the United States he had only fifty 
cents in his pocket, but by industry and good 
management he has placed himself in com- 
fortable circumstances, and to-day is one of 
the substantial farmers of his township. 

Mr. Akeson married Anna, a daughter of 
Ole and Carrie Anderson. She born 
January 17,1851. They have had the fol- 
lowing children : Hilma, born July 18, 1575; 
Hattie, born February 23, 1877 ; Carrie, born 
February 10,1879; Ake, born April 24, 1581 ; 


Was 


Ella, born September 13, 1883; and Olof, 
born August 9, 1587. The family are mem- 
bers of the Swedish Lutheran church. Mr. 


Akeson has taken a prominent and active 
part in all public matters, and has held the 
office of township clerk since Issz. He isa 
republican in political faith. 
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ON. JOHN S. SHIELDS, the present 
-A state senator from Meeker county, is 
a Sioa of Darwin township, living upon 
his fine and extensive farm on section 2 

He is a native of Ottawa, Canada, born 
November 8, 1830, and is of Trish ancestry, 
at least upon his father’s side. He was 
reared and educated in the Dominion of his 
birth until 1859, when he came to the 
United States, and from June until the 
following fall remained mostly in the city of 
Minneapolis. During this time he came to 
Meeker county, and prospected, spending 
July 4, 1859, here, and the following August 
came here and made a settlement at Forest 
~ City, where he resided until that winter, when 
he located where he now lives. Previous to 
leaving his home, on the 24th of May, 1859, 
he was united in marriage with Miss Margaret 
Kenney, and with his young wife came 
through the Big Woods to the new settle- 
ment. Mr. Shields furnished the labor 
toward making the first United States flag 
ever floated in Meeker county, J. B. Atkin- 
son-furnishing the cloth and Thomas Gray- 
san the paint. He was appointed in 1860, 
by the State, to cut a road through the Big 
Woods, and did so about this time, and 
through it hauled the merchandise for a 
merchant at Forest City, which was the first 
load brought that way. Mr. Shields remained 
upon his farm until the sad times of the fall 
of 1862, but on the terrible Sabbath of the 
1ith of August, he heard the news of the 
Indian outbreak and went to Forest City to 
investigate. He returned and warned all 
Within his reach. THe took part in the 
inquest, and all the subsequent movements 
of the settlers as detailed elsewhere. He 
sent his wife and children to Clearwater, but 
he remained in Forest City and took part in 
ull the marches, engagements, ete., of the 
Home Guards, although not mustered into 
the company. When the attack was made 
by the Indians on Forest City, Mr. Shields 


was sleeping in the barn with the sixty 
horses of the Home Guards, and on the com- 
mencement of the fring. untied his two 
horses and endeavored to get to the stockade, 
but one horse was shot, and with the other 
he got away. This was the only horse 
saved out of the lot. Many more incidents 
of his bravery could be given did not space 
forbid, but it is enough to say that he did 
his oe manfully. 

He afterward went to Minneapolis, where 
he remained until 1865, but in the fall of that 
year returned to this county and to his farm 
where he now lives. He has occupied several 
responsible positions since coming here, in- 
cluding that of chairman of the town board, 
assessor, town clerk, and justice of the peace, 
and was elected to represent the county in 
the State Senate in 1886, on the Farmers’ 
Alhance ticket, of which organization he is 
the present president. He is the father of 
the following six children: Isabella, born 
April 15, 1860, and died October 29, 1879; 
Ellen J., born December .19, 1864; William 
A., born August 20, 1868; Maggie E., born 
April 2, 1870; and Charles A., born October 
2, 1872. On the 11th of December, 1874, 
the death angel invaded this little family 
circle and drew from their affectionate em- 
brace the beloved wife and mother, leaving 
only her memory in their inner hearts, where 
it is forever enshrined. Mr. Shields is an 
attendant upon the services of the Episcopal 
church, and an upright, honorable gentle- 
man, 

In the fall of 1886, as above mentioned, 
Mr. Shields was elected to represent his 
district in the State Senate, took his seat at 
the opening of the Twenty fifth Legislature, 
and holds that office at the present writing. 
In the last session he was among the most. 
active and influential members of that body, 
and ably represented his constituents in a ses- 
sion which was among the most important 
held in the history of the State. His influence 
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and ability were recognized in the formation 
of the senate committees, and none more 
zealously favored and aided anti-monopoly 
legislation. He has been identified with 
Minnesota matters for more than a quarter 
of a century and is well informed as to its 
history. An able parliamentarian, a clear- 
headed and careful business man, he has ac- 
cumulated a comfortable fortune. 
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‘2ls°HE PRESENT register of deeds of 
¢ a“ Meeker county, N. A. Viren, came to 
this section of the State in 1858, and in April 
of that vear passed through to the extreme 
frontier of those days, and located in Kan- 
diyohi county. Ile remained there until the 
21st of August, 1862, when the dreadful 
massacre of the defenseless settlers by the 
red wards of our government struck terror 
into the hearts of all upon the borders, for 
their loved ones were in imminent danger. 
Mr. Viren joined the tide of fugitives for 
safety, and finally, after considerable travel, 
reached Forest City with his family. He 
took the latter on to Clearwater, where he 
left them, and returned to assist those who 
were less fortunate and to help make a stand 
against the diabolical red fiends, who, reek- 
ing with the blood of the innocents, thirsted 
for more lives to take. He did not join the 
home guards, but was active in many of the 
volunteer expeditions that went out to look 
up stock, ete., and was in Kandiyohi at the 
time of the attack on Forest City. After 
performing his part in the operations of that 
fall Mr. Viren removed to St. Paul, 
he made his home until 1869, when he again 
tur-ed westward, and located in Litchfield, 
Where he opened a wagon shop, which busi- 
ness he continued in until assuming the du- 
ties of register of deeds, in January, 1871, to 
which he had been elected the previous fall. 
He remained in this office, being reGlected 
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his own successor, until January, 1879. He 
during the next few years filled the positions 
of justice of the peace and town clerk, but 
at the regular election of November 4, 1884, 
the people of the county manifested a wish 
for him to resume the office of register of 
deeds, and he accordingly entered upon its 
well-known duties in January, 1885, where 
he has remained ever since. 

Mr. Viren isa member of the Masonic fra- 
ternity, a charter member of Golden Fleece 
lodge, No. 89, and also connected with the 
Asta. 


ny ANSING V. BROWN, the efficient 
station and express agent at Eden 
V alley came to that village aay ember 14, 
1886, to take charge of the Minneapolis & 
Pacific Railroad Company's business, and 
has remained there in that position ever 
since. He became the agent for the Amer- 
ican Express Company in. the fall of 1886, 
also. 

Mr. Brown was born in the beautiful city 
of Watertown, Jefferson county, Wis., 
January 8, 1858, and is the son of Peter V. 
and Elizabeth (Johnson) Brown, both of 
whom were natives of New York.  The_ 
father of our subject was one of the early 
settlers and pioneer merchants of Water- 
town, and is one of the stockholders of the 
Wisconsin National Bank of that place, 
where he still resides. 

The subject of our sketch received his 
education in the excellent schools of his 
native city, and at the ave of fifteen entered 
the office of the Northwestern Telegraph 
Company at that place, as manager, where 
he remained four years. [le was then trans- 
ferred to Eau Claire, Wis., but a short time 
after came to St. Paul and entered the office 
of the train despatcher of the St. Paul & 
Sioux City Railroad Company, where he 
remained about one vear. In May, 1873, 
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he became station agent at Darwin, Meeker 
county, in the employ of the St. Paul, Minne- 
apolis & Manitoba Railroad Company, and 
remained at that post four years. 

The next two years he had charge of the 
station at Willmar, but in 1884 went to West- 
ern Montana, as traveling auditor of the 
Northern Pacific Railroad, which position he 
held for two years, and then accepted his 
present place. fis upright dealing and 
strughtforward, gentlemanly demeanor has 
won him hosts of friends, and his future looks 
bright. 


OHN LINDGREN, who has charge of 
the Farmer’s and Merchant’s Co-dperat- 
ive Elevator at Litchfield, is a native of 
Sweden, born in 1854. He was brought to 
America when still less than four years of 
age by his step-father, his father having died 
when John was an infant. 

Mr. Lindgren lived with his step-father, T. 
G. Cornelius, until he was thirteen years of 
age, When he began life for himself, working 
on a farm in’ Meeker county. In the spring 
of 1880 he went to Iallock, Kittson county, 
Minn., where he had charge of a large farm 
for four years, after which he returned to 
Litchfield, where he has since been connected 
With the grain trade. Mr, Lindgren was 
married in 1876 to Miss Matilda Olson, of 
Stevens county. They have four living 
children — Annie M., George J., Bertha E., 
and an infant. 


“RED SWANSON. The subject of this 
“= biography, a prominent and respected 
farmer, residing on section 2, Greenleaf 
township, is a native of Sweden, born May 
5, 1846. He remained in his native land 
until twenty-one years of ave, when he came 
to the United States and settled in) Mar- 
—quette county, Mich. — For six years he was 
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employed in the iron mines in that county, 
and then came to Meeker county, Minn., and 
purchased a farm on section 2, in Greenleaf 
township. By good management, industry 
and economy he has been very successful in his 
farming operations, notwithstanding the fact 
that he has met with the partial loss of crops 
in various years, and is today in comfort- 
able circumstances and justly rated as one of 
the substantial and “solid” citizens of his 
township. He has an excellent farm of 213 
acres, about half of which is under cultiva- 
tion, and has it well stocked. The place is 
a valuable one, and is located in the best 
farming district in Meeker county. 

Mr. Swanson was married in 1869 to Miss 
Mary L. Walstrom. She was a native of 
Sweden, and had settled in Marquette county, 
Mich., in 1869, being twenty-three years old 
at that time. Her father died when she was 
yet a child, and her mother remained in Swe- 
den until 1882, when she came to live with 
her daughter in Greenleaf. Mr. and Mrs. 
Swanson have been the parents of seven chil- 
dren, six of whom are still living. Their 
names are as follows—Clara J., born March 
29, 1870; Carl J., born September 27, 1873; 
Ilelma M. (deceased), born October 14, 1875, 
died December 24, 1886; Ida E., born Sep- 
tember 6, 1878; Esther M., born April 1, 
1881; Hulda E., born June 1, 1885; and Sig- 
frid E., born December 4, 1886. 


po penuin B. HOAR, a thrifty and 

“S\ enterprising young farmer residing 
on section 32, Union Grove township, is the 
eldest son of David B. and Melissa (Bryant) 
Hoar, and was born in Wright county, Minn., 
on the 12th of December, 1862. A. full 
sketch of his parents will be found in another 
department of this work, as they were among 
the most prominent early settlers in the north- 
western part of the county. 
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The subject of our present sketch com- 
menced life for himself when about twenty- 
one years of age, but remained at home fora 
year or so after that time. He received the 
education afforded by the public schools, and 
supplemented this by attending the Litch- 
field schools for some time. On the 4th of 
May, 1887, he was married to Miss Emma A. 
Caswell, a daughter of Nathan W., and 
Margaret (Robinson) Caswell. She was born 
at Brompton, Province of Quebec, Can., 
March 9, 1865. 

Mr. Hoar purchased eighty acres of land on 
section 82, Union Grove township, in 1885, 
and that forms his present place. Te has a 
comfortable residence, and substantial farm 
buildings and is getting in good shape for 
carrying on his farming and stock raising 
operations. In addition to this he ownsa 
half interest in an improved steam thresher, 
and during the proper season devotes his 
attention to that business. 


I3\ MOS NELSON FOSEN, ex-county 
\ treasurer of Meeker county, and now 
a prominent farmer residing on section 31, 
Litchfield township, is a native of Norway, 
born on the 26th of September, 1837, and a 
son of Nels and Malline (Hovelsen) Gunder- 
son. His father died in Norway in 1886 at 
the age of eighty-two years, and the mother 
is still a resident of his native land. In 1855 
Amos sailed for the United States, and after 
spending one year in Wisconsin, he came to 
Meeker county, Minn., becoming one of the 
six original settlers of Litchfield township. 
He first took upa timber claim on section 
in Acton township, but afterward 
settled on section 30, in Litchfield township, 
and retained property there until 1887, when 
he sold that and rented the Crowe farm on 
section 31, where he now lives. In 1861 he 
went to Fort Snelling to enlist for service in 
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the army, but before being sworn in he re- 
ceived a commission as a recruiting officer 
and started for home to raise men. Ile had 
to walk the entire distance and sleep out of 
doors at night, thereby contracting rheum- 
atism, which unfitted him for service, and 
from which he has never fully recovered. At 
the time of the Indian outbreak in 1862 his 
farm was tenanted by Burger Anderson, and 
he only spent a portion of the time there. 
He was employed as a farm hand by Jones, 
and narrowly escaped being one of the party 
that was murdered on that fatal Sunday — 
August 17, 1862. 

After the excitement attendant on the 
Indian troubles had somewhat subsided he 
returned to his farm. Ile was married, in 
1869, to Rachel Hanson, a daughter of Chris- 
topher Hanson. They have had eight 
children, one of which died in infaney, and 
the rest are all living at home, as follows 
—Nels A., Mathilda Caroline, Laura Marie, 
Ragna Amelia, Agnes Rosilia, Hjalmar 
Arthur and Gunda Mabel. The family are 
active members of the Ness Norwegian Luth- 
eran church. Mr. Fosen has always taken a 
commendable interest in all public matters 
and has held a great many local oflices, be- 
sides which he held the office of county 
treasurer for three successive terms. 
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ILLIAM H. JOHNS, of the firm of 

‘Nf Johns Brothers, dealers in’ hard- 
ware, at Litchfield, and one of the most prom}- 
nent business men in Meeker county, isa native 
of Louisa, Lawrence county, Ky., the date of 
his birth being July 28, 1855. Ilis parents 
were Daniel N. and Annie [Atkins] Johns. 
In 1864 the family removed to McLeod county, 


-Minn., and purchased a farm upon which they 


lived for a number of years, but they are now 
residents of Glencoe, in the same county. 
William H. remained with his parents until 
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twenty-one years of age, during which time 
he received the advantages of a common- 
school education in the district schools, and 
also attended the higher graded schools at 
Howard Lake and Hutchinson. Upon arriv- 
ing at his majority he began life for himself, 
and for four or five vears was engaged at 
teaching school and working ona farm. Ie 
then went to Groton, Dak., and in company 
with his brother, D. b. Johns, opened a hard- 
ware store under the firm name of Johns 
Brothers. They remained in trade at that 
place for about six years, when they sold out 
and opened their present business at Litch- 
field. Mr. Johns isa member of the Masonic 
fraternity, having joined Groton lodge No. 
65, in 1886; and is also a member of an Odd 
Fellow’s lodge at the same place. 
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Among the 
‘94 well known popular educators and 
school teachers of Meeker county, there is, 
perhaps, no better representative than Mr. 
Comstock, a resident of Ellsworth township, 
living in the village of Greenleaf. He is a 
native of Canada, having first seen the hght 
October 8, 1838, in Brown county, in the 
province of Quebec, and is the son of Anson 
and Hannah (Constadt) Comstock, both of 
whom have passed to their reward in the 
Jand beyond the river of death. 

Our subject received the benefits of a 
primary education in the district schools of 
his native county, and knowing the advan- 
tages to be derived from it, for two years 


was a student at Browne College, from which 


he was graduated in 1558. His studies fora 
time were inthe direction of civil engineering 
but meeting with an accident to one of his 
limbs, which disqualified from the labors 
incident upon that profession, he gave it up 
and turned his attention “teaching 
the young idea how to shoot.” He com- 


to 
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menced his life’s labors as pedagogue in his 
native land. He came to the State of Min- 
nesota in 1869, and for some four years 
presided over the studies of a large school, 
From there he came to Meeker county, 
locating, for the nonce in Cedar Mills town- 
ship, where he remained, following his pro- 
fession, for some four years, and then 
removed to his present residence, in Green- 
leaf. 

May 21, 1861, Mr. Comstock was united in 
marriage with Miss Eliza Cook, a native also 
of the Dominion of Canada, with whom he 
had been to school in his youth. Her par- 
ents, both of whom were born in the same 
section of country, are both dead, the mother 
dying when Mrs. Comstock was but a child, 
and the father inJune, 1867. By this union 
Mr. and Mrs. Comstock have one child— 
Myrtie M., who was born in Meeker county, 
this State, May 12, 1875. 

In his political views, Mr. Comstock coin- 
cides with the republican party, although 
not blindly partisan. His judgment and 
own intelligence are what he mostly depends 
upon. He has held many of the more im- 
portant township offices since coming here, 
and always with honor. He has been a 
constant resident since 1873, except that 
during the year 1879 when he was teaching 
in St. Paul, he has taken a deep interest in 
the advancement of educational matters, and 
to him is due a share of the progress made 
in this direction by Ellsworth township. 
Mr. Comstock at present holds a commis- 
sion as notary public. 


° 
x <aee eho 


&Q ANIEL AVERY CROSS, deceased, was 
one of the most prominent of those 


hardy pioneers who first located in the 


southern part of the county. Ie was born 
in Oneida county, N. Y., on the 6th of 
July, 1829. When he was five years old, 
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his parents removed to Indiana. His father 
died when he was ten years of age, and he- 
was early thrown upon his own resources. 

In 1857, accompanied by his family, which 
consisted of his wife and two childr en, and 
also aman named E. Dibbel, Mr. Cross came 
to Minnesota and took a claim on section 13, 
in what is now Cedar Mills township. They 
arrived in July, and Mr. Cross and family 
lived in their wagon on the bank of Cedar 
Lake until fall. That fall they built a house 
in Cedar City, McLeod county, as they were 
unable to procure the logs unless they built 
on the town site, a plan which was followed 
for the purpose of building up a village. 
Two years later they moved the house to 
the claim, and lived there until the Indian 
outbreak occurred. At the time the news of 
the massacre reached him, Mr. Cross moved 
his family to the “ Point,” in Cedar Lake; 
but a short time later moved them to Huteh- 
inson. When the report came that the 
Indians were raiding and burning in Cedar 
Mills, volunteers were called to go on an 
expedition, and Mr. Cross was one of the 
first to offer his services. They followed 
the Indians until dark, and then spent the 
night at Mr. Cross’ house. In the morning 
Mr. Cross, with five others, started to go to 
the house of Caleb Sanborn, who lived on the 
north side of Cedar Lake, to warn him of 
his danger if the Indians had not already 
killed him. While on their way they were 
surprised by the Indians, and Mr. Cross was 
shot and killed, while the others fled. Mr. 
Cross laid where he fell until the following 
day, when his remains were taken to Hutch- 
inson, Where they were interred on the 25th 
of September, 1862. fis death was mourned 
by a wide circle of friends. Ife was a man 
possessed of the very best of qualities, and 
of the strictest integrity and honor. 

Soon after the death of Mr. Cross, the 
widow returned to her former home in 
Indiana, where she remained for a year 
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anda half, when she returned to the fury 
on section 13, Cedar Mills tow Nship, Where 
she has since lived. Mrs. Cross has 4 
children, who are now living: Mary E., 
Mrs. A. Jordan, of Groenlent township: 
and Daniel Avery, who was born March hs. 
1863, and still lives on the old homestead, 
where he carries on farming and stock 
raising. 
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OHN SNELL, the leading furniture deal. 
er of Litchfield, isa native of Verina 
Island, Sweden, born September 5, 1851, and 
is the son of Andrew and Katherine (Bere. 
stadt) Snell. Ile was reared at home until 
he had attained the age of seventeen, when 
he commenced to learn the cabinet-maker’s 
trade, and served an apprenticeship at that 
until he was twenty-one years old. He then 
determined to emigrate to the New World 
the “promised land” of the poor of the old 
countries, and, accordingly set sail for New 
York. For eighteen months after landing 


there he was employed in John Olander’s 


piano manufactory in the metropolis of 
America, after which time he removed to 
Galesburg, Ill., and for a year was engaved 
at his trade. Coming still farther west after 
a short time spent in St. Paul, he located in 
Carver, Carver county, Minn.,in 1854. ‘That 
village had just been laid ont, andas an indice- 
ment to have so excellent a mechanic settle 
among them, Mr. Snell was given a Jot i: 
the village upon which to build. He put up 
a house there, and commenced making chairs, 
tables, etc., by hand, using one rooni in his 
house for a shop. Later 
small mill that ran by water-power, whic! 
greatly facilitated his work, and rema 
activ ely engaged in trade in that Ape until 
1874, when he sold out his interests there 
and removed to Chicago. 


on he erectedt a 


In the latter coty 
he was engaged in carrying on the photo 


graphic business, he having acquired som 
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knowledge of that art while living in Carver. 
In 1877 he came to Litchfield and purchased 
his present business, to which he has added 
undertaking, and has been employed in that 
ever since. In 1879 he began the erection of 
his present handsome quarters, finishing it 
the next year. It is a fine brick building of 
some eighty feet front, and corresponding 
depth, and one of the handsomest in the 
village. 

Ar: Snell wasmarried whilein New York, in 
1852, to Miss Esther Peterson, who died May 
13, 1864, in Carver, leaving two children— 
Clara A., born May 15, 1858, now the wife of 
William Murdock, a business man of Chi- 
cago ;and Tilda E., born January 8, 1862, now 
Mrs. E. M. Warhanich, whose husband is a 


druggist in the same city. Mr. Snell was 
again married July 26, 1865, to Miss Ida 


Peterson, who has been the mother of three 
children, only one of whom is living—Alvin 
O., born March 17, 1867. Those deceased 
-were Ida, born April 26, 1866,and died Novem- 
ber 12, 1883; and Julian Paul, born May 
5, 1870, and died July 13, 1872. Mrs. Snell 
was born August 17, 1830, and is a most 
estimable woman. 


YETER JOHNSON is one of the leading 
farmers living in the southern part of 
Acton township, his residence being on sec- 
tion 83. Mr. Johnson isa son of Peter and 
Sarah Johnson, and was born in Norway on 
the 17th of October, 1834. He came to the 
United States in 1868, and for about a year 
was employed at Minneapolis in a brick yard 
and in different saw-mills. In 1869 he came 
to Meeker county and took a homestead of 
forty acres on the line between Acton and 
Danielson townships. After proving up on 
the homestead he removed his house to an 
adjoining eighty acres which he had pur- 
chased in the meantime. He still lives on 
the last named _ place. 
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Mr. Johnson was married in Norway to 
Miss Guru Peterson, a daughter of Peter 
and Mary Henderson. By this marriage 
they have had the following named chil- 
dren—Sarah, born November 28, 1860: 
Mary, born September 5, 1862; John, born 
RbVember 28, 1866; Catherine, born Sep- 
tember 8, 1869; Peter, born November 12, 
1872 ; Given born March 18, 1875; Ma- 
tilda, born December 30, 1878 ;and [fannah, 
born October 15, 1881. Mary is now the 
wife of Theodore Christian Rue, a resident 
of Cosmos township, Meeker county; and 
Sarah is now the wife of Lewis Olson, who 
is a resident of Dakota Territory. 


+; 
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OHN BLOMBERG is a_ prominent. 
farmer who resides on section 18, 
Acton township. He is a native of Sweden, 
born October 27, 1835, and is a son of Jones 
and Engriel Blomberg. In 1857 he came to 
the United States and settled in Chisago 
county, Minn., where for three years he was 
engaged at farming and lumbering. He 
than went to Olmstead county, where for two 
years he worked for different parties. Te- 
turning to Chisago county, he made that his 
home until 1864, when he went to Taylor’s 
Falls and enlisted in Company D, Third 
Minnesota Volunteer Infantry. He served 
one year with his regiment, and after being 
honora bly discharged he worked in Chicago, 
Goodhue and other counties until 1867, when 
he came to Meeker county and took a home- 
stead claim in Acton township. For nearly 
a year after this he worked in the pineries, 
but in 1868 he settled on his homestead and 
has since lived there. Ile was a poor man 
when he came to the United States and was 
even obliged to borrow a portion of the 
money with which he paid his passage ; but 
his perseverance, industry and economy have 


- been rewarded, and he is now in comfortable 
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circumstances and getting along well. He 
owns 212 acres of land, 110 acres of which are 
under cultivation and he also has a great deal 
of stock. He has met with some reverses in his 
farming operations, especially during the 
grasshopper raids, when he lostall the wheat 
on eighty acres except sixty bushels. He 
says he saved some oats that year, but “ there 
were more grasshopper legs than grain.” 
Mr. Blomberg has taken an active interest 
in all public matters and has held many local 
oflices, including the following: School 
clerk, ever since he came here; county com- 
missioner, now serving his second term ; was 
chairman of supervisors one term ; town clerk 
two years; and was assessor four terms. Le 
is the present secretary of the Insurance 
Company of Acton and Genesee, which in- 
cludes twenty-five townships in Meeker and 
Kandiyohi counties. The company was or- 
ganized in 1884 and now has a membership 
of about 600, and is carrying risks to the 
amount of about $800,000. 

Mr. Blomberg was married, by a justice in 
the town of Acton, in the house where the 
Indians killed the first whites in Meeker 
county, inaugurating the terrible outbreak of 
1862. The marriage occurred on the 25th of 
September, 1869, with Miss Lena M. Peter- 
son, who was born July 7, 1842. They have 
been blessed with the following children— 
Charles E., born May 26, 1870, died February 
6, 1878; Anna Christina, born July 14,1871; 
Emily Catharine, born June 50, 1873; Ida 
Victoria, born September 1, 1875; Victor 
Emanuel, born January 5, 1877; Alice Char- 
lotte, born August 27, 1880, died March 21, 
1881; Claus Edward, born February 4, 1882 ; 
Peter Eugene, born February 27, 1885; and 
Ilattie Maria, born November 24, 1887. 


g AMES MC CARNEY, a well-known and 


YY highly respected farmer, residing on 
section 4, Harvey township, comes of a 
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nationality, which through their natural 
thrift, enterprise and frugality, now form one 
of the most substantial and desirable elements 
in Minnesota’s population. 

Mr. McCarney was born in Ireland, and is 
a son of Patrick and Catherine (Brady) 
McCarney. He spent his early life in the 
land of his birth, and on March 1, 1846, he 
sailed for the United States, landing at New 
Orleans on the Tthof May, and proceeding 
from there to Galena, Ill. He remained 
there for five years, and then came to Min- 
nesota and settled at St. Paul, where he spent 
about three years. His next move was to 
Dakota county, where he settled upon a farm 
in Burnsville township. There he was living 
when the civil war broke out, and in response 
to the President’s call for men, he enlisted on 
December 24, 1862, in Company M, First 
Minnesota Mounted Rangers. He remained 
in the service until August 16, 1863, when 
he was discharged for disability, and re- 
turned to his farm in Burnsville, Dakota 
county, Minn. Three years later he came 
to Meeker county, Minn., and after spending, 
the winter with his brother, Patrick, who 
was living in Manannah township, he settled 
onthe farm where he still resides, on section 
4, Harvey township. 
of 1867. 
_ In May, 1850, Mr. MceCarney was married 
to Miss Margary MeGinlay. 


This was in the spring 


They are the 


parents of ten children, eight of whom are 
still living, Mr. and Mrs. McCarney are 


members of the Catholic church. In_ politi- 
val matters, Mr. McCarney affiliates with 
the democratic party. 
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AMES DEAREY, a leading and represent- 
©} ative farmer of Darwin township, has 
his residence on section 10, where he carries 
on the pursuit of mixed agriculture. He was 
born in County Monaghan, Ireland, March 
9, 1835, but when but eight years of age, in 
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1843, came to the United States with his 
parents, who were, also, natives of the Em- 
erald Isle. The family remained in New 
York, where they at first located, about a year; 
and then removed to Philadelphia, Penn., 
where the subject of this narrative grew to 
manhood. October 15, 1855, he came to 
Minnesota, locating in Minneapolis, where 
he remained a year and then removed to 
Monticello, Wright county, where he made 
his home for the succeeding four years. In 
1860 he came to Meeker county and made a 
settlement in Darwin township on the land 
where he now resides, and has been identi- 
fied with the growth and development of 
that part of the county ever since. 

At the time of the Indian outbreak he 
was living on his farm in Darwin, working 
south of the house, and the next day re- 
moved to Kingston, where he remained until 
after the attack on Forest City, when he 
returned to hisfarm. Hein company with 
+his father and brother-in-law, Timothy Dunn, 
cut loopholes in his cabin and determined to 
stand and make a strong defense if attacked. 
They had seven guns and plenty of ammu- 
nition, and felt confident of themselves. He 
remained here until December 1, 1863, when 
he enlisted in Company D, Second Minne- 
sota Cavalry. After serving against the In- 
dians in Montana, he was discharged Decem- 
ber 2,1865, and returned to his home. 

Mr. Dearey was united in marriage, with 
Miss Hannah Roberts, who bore him two 
children—John E., and Mary A., both of 
whom are living. July 7, 1877, the death 
angel entered the little household and bore 
from the bereaved husband, his loved com- 
panion, and from her little ones their best 
friend, their mother. 

Mr. Dearey is independent in his politics, 
and a most excellent citizen. He is a mem- 
ber of Frank Daggett Post, G. A. R., of 
Litchfield, and religiously is attached to the 
. Roman Catholic Church. 
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er, and one of Litchfield’s substantial 
business men, 1s a native of Birmingham, 
England, born January 27,1844, but came to 
the United States in July, 1856. His par- 
ents were John and Susan (Crump) Chap- 
man. His father, John Chapman, first came 
to America in 1848, and later took up goy- 
ernment land where Portage City now stands. 
He lived for a year or so at Fort Winnebago, 
Jeff Davis at that time being one of the 
commanding officers of the fort. On his 
first trip Mr. Chapman had brought with him 
one son and a daughter, and, after his first 
few years in the new world, he decided to 
locate at Mt. Morris, Wavshara county, Wis. 
He accordingly sent for the balance of his 
family, who arrived in July, 1856, as stated. 
John Chapman was a tailor by trade, and he 
followed that in Wisconsin until the spring 
of 1857, when he again took up his westward 
march, and, taking with him a stock of 
goods, he started for Nebraska. He went 
by the way of St. Louis, and took a boat up 
the Missouri river, but the boat foundered 
and Mr. Chapman lost all he had. He re- 
mained in Nebraska about four years, when 
he returned to Berlin, Wis., where the fam- 
ily had been living in the meantime. His 
death occurred at Berlin in about the year 
1866. 

George H. Chapman remained with his 
father’s family until he had reached the age 
of fifteen, when he began life on his own 
account, and began learning the harness-ma- 
ker’s trade at Berlin, Wis. He remained at 
that until November, 1861, when he enlisted 


‘in Company H, Eighteenth Wisconsin In- 


fantry, for three years’ service. A short 
time later he wastransferred to Company C, 
Thirty-Eighth Wisconsin Infantry, and_re- 
mained with that regiment until the close of 
the war. His first battle was that of Shiloh, 
in April, 1862, and he afterward participated 
in the battles of Corinth, Miss., in June, 
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yse2: Cold Harbor, Va., in May, 1864; in 
front of Petersburg, June 16, 1864; Weldon 
jiailroad, Va., in August, 1864; Pebel’s farm, 
in September, 1864; again at Petersburg, dur- 
ine the winter of 1864-5; and was in the 
tinal charge on Sunday, April 2, 1865, being 
with the brigade that captured Ft. Mahone 
and followed Lee up the south side of the 
railroad. Ile was near Appomattox at the 
surrender of Lee. During all of his eventful 
and active service Mr. Chapman was neither 
wounded nor taken prisoner, and was only 
in the hospital for a few days. He was on 
guard at Washington during the trial of the 
conspirators against Lincoln, and saw the 


vallows where they were executed and the 
eraves of the criminals. He was finally 


i) 


mustered out in August, 1865, and returned 
to the old home in Berlin, Wis: In 1867 he 
settled at Rochester, Minn., and a few years 
later removed to Wabasha, where he lived 
for a time, and then decided to come to 
Litchfteld, Meeker county, and accordingly, 
in May, 1870, he opened the harness and 
saddlery business, which he has successfully 
carried on ever since. Mr. Chapman is an 
active member of the Grand Army of the 
Republic, and was one of the charter mem- 
bers of Frank Daggett Post, in which he has 
almost constantly held some office since its 
organization. He was also a charter mem- 
ber of the Ancient Order of United Work- 
men at Litchfield, and has held at different 
times all the offices in the gift of the local 
lodee. In political matters he is a staunch 
republican, and cast his first vete for Abra- 
ham Lincoln for President,while a soldier. 
Mr. Chapman was married on the 2d of 
December, 1868, to Miss Ellen Agnew, of 
Preston, Fillmore Co., Minn. Myr. and Mrs. 
Chapman are the parents of seven children, 
as follows—Emma Glencora Susan, born 
September 23, 1870, died January 2, 1887; 
Leslie H., born July 14, 1872; Sybal May, 
born November 9, 1874, died March 24,1881; 


> 


Bessie Pearl, born January 30, 1877; Lillian 
G., born September 14, 1879; George Wat 
ter, born February 22, 1884; and Willie 
Royal, born March 5, 1888. 

Our subject and his estimable wife are 
devout and zealous members of the Episco- 
pal Church, and exemplary Christian people. 
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OHN PALM, the junior member of the 
~J firm of Cairncross & Palm, of Litch- 
field, is a native of Sweden, born on October 
1, 1860. Tle remained in Sweden until 
1870, when he cAme to America with his 
father’s family, the father having the year 
before settled at Litchfield. 

John Palm remained with his parents until 
thirteen or fourteen years of age, when he 
began to work asa painter, and followed 
that four summers, attending school dur- 
ing the winter months. In 1878 he en- 
tered the store of Cairncross & Johnson as 
clerk and remained with Mr, Cairncross after 
that gentleman had bought out his partner, 
and finally on the 1st of January, 1885, Mr. 
Palm was admitted to partnership, and the 
firm became Cairncross & Palm. 

Mr. Palm is a shrewd and, careful business 
man, and his manner of conducting the af- 
fairs of the firm have deservedly won them 
an extensive trade. 


OHN PAULSON is one of the old resi- 
<j dents of Swede Grove township. Ile, 
like a majority of the citizens of his town 
ship, is a native of Sweden, and was born on 
the 14th of July, 1833. His parents’ name> 
were Paul and Ingra (Olson) Johnson. 

John Paulson came to the United States 
in 1869, and came direct to Meeker county. 
Minn., and, purchasing eighty acres of land 


at 


on section 28, Swede Grove township, 4 
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began his life in the new world on the place 
where he still lives. He was married before 
leaving Sweden to Miss Betsey Nelson. Mrs. 
Paulson was the mother of six children, as 
follows—Ellen, born May 28, 1865, is mar- 
ried to John Anderberg, and now lives in 
Grove City; Hannah, born March 12, 1868; 
Anna, born August 8, 1869; Nels, born May 
4, 1870, and died Senieribar 1, 1883; Lillie, 
born June 14, 1872, and died Hebpnary 18, 
1873; and Henry, born June 4, 1871. The 
mother of these ceiliven died on March 28, 
1876. 

Mr. Paulson’s second marriage was with 
Miss Hannah Jeppeson, a daughter of Nels 
and Malinda Jeppeson. Wer father died in 
Sweden, and her mother is now a resident of 
Meeker county. Mrs. Paulson has been the 
mother of the following children —Nels, born 
November 5, 1875; Oscar, born January 17, 
1878, and died June 18, 1879; Edward, born 
November 22, 1879; Molly, born May 15, 
1882; Ella, born June 24, 1884; and Lillie, 
born May 9, 1886. By thrift and economy 
Mr. Paulson has accumulated a comfortable 
home; he has a good farm, and has gathered 
considerable stock about him. 


}2\ UGUST T. KOERNER, real estate and 
fox loan agent, is one of Litchfield’s most 
prominent citizens. He isa native of Ger- 
many, born July 7, 1843. He remained in 
his native country until fourteen years of 
ave when he started for this country, prac- 
tically alone, and made his way to Ste. Gene- 
vieve, Mo., where a sister was then living. 
Until the fall of 1860 he made his home with 
his sister, and then went to Vernon, Ind., for 
the purpose of learning the millers’ business. 
He remained at his trade until April, 1861, 
when he enlisted for ninety days’ service in 
Company H, Sixth Indiana Volunteers, being 
then three months short of eighteen years of 
age. After the term of enlistment expired 
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he reénlisted for three years in Company H, 
Twenty-sixth Indiana Volunteer Infantry. 
In the spring of 1864 he veteranized and 
served until the close of the war. His serv- 
ice covered a period of four years and 
three months, the time being spent in West 


Virginia, Missouri, Arkansas, Mississippi, 
Louisiana, Texas and Alabama. He was 


wounded in the left arm by a minie ball at the 
battle of Prairie Grove ; was all through the 
siege of Vicksburg, and in all, participated in 
seventeen battles. After theclose of the war 
he located at Troy, Ill., where he was em- 
ployed at book-keeping for Throp & Co., 
merchant millers. During his residence at 
that point he made his first trip to Meeker 
county in August, 1865, and while here was 
married to Miss Katie McGannon, after which 
event he returned to Troy. In 1867 he again 
came to Meeker county, Minn., this time to 
stay, and settled upon a farm on section 2, 
Greenleaf townshin. 

There he remained for two years, and then 
gave up the farm and made several trips to 
Illinois. In the spring of 1873 he again moyed 
onto the farm, and, after losing three suc- 
cessive crops from grasshoppers and hail, gave 
it up and removed to Litchfield. For two 
years thereafter he was engaged at clerical 
work, and in 1877 was elected register of 
deeds of Meeker county. He was twice re- 
elected and therefore served three successive 
terms. During this time he opened a real 
estate oflice, and since the expiration of bis 
term of office has devoted his whole attention 
to his real estate, loan and insurance business. 

In 1877, in-company with N. A. Viren and 
P. Ekstrom, Mr. Koerner opened the first set 
of abstract books in Meeker county. Mr. 
Koerner has taken an active interest in all 
matters affecting the welfare of his home, 
and during his residence here has almost con- 
stantly held some public position of trust and 
responsibility. Ile was one of the charter 
members of the Frank Daggett Post of the 
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Girand Army of the Republic, and has taken 

prominent part in its history. He is a 
Mason, being a member of Golden Fieece 
Lodge, No. 89, Rabboni Chapter, No. 37, and 
Melita Commandery, No. 17, and has held 
various Offices in each organization, filling all 
positions with credit to himself and honor to 
the fraternity. Mr. Koerner and wife, with 
their family, are members of the Christian 
church. Their family consists of three chil- 
dren — Mamie, Carney and Pauline —all of 
whom are bring at home. They have lost 
three children by death. 


2. AMUEL COSSAIRT, the managing 
J partner of the general merchandise 
firm of S. Cossairt & Co., and one of the 
most active, enterprising, energetic business 
men of Eden Valley, is a native of Vermilion 
county, Ill, born February 12, 1863, and is 
the son of Silas and Alvira (Swisher) Cos- 
sairt. In 1866 his parents and others of the 
family came to that part of Meeker county 
lying in the vicinity of Eden Valley, and 
settled here , the pioneers of this region, as 
there were no neighbors between them and 
Manannah or Forest City. The parents of 
our subject still live upon the original home- 
stead. 

Samuel was reared upon the parental 
farm and remained beneath his father’s roof 
until he had attained the age of eighteen 
years, drawing his primary education from 
the district schools of the vicinity. In 1881 
he commenced attendance at the Normal 
school at St. Cloud, Minn., where he remained 
about a year and a half, and for the succeed- 
ing three years was occupied in teaching 
school, in which he made quitea success. At 
the age of twenty-three he, in company with 
E. L. Parker, opened a store in the village of 
Litchfield. Three months later the firm 
started a branch at Eden Valley, of which 
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our subject took charge, and operated until 
March, 1888, when, having purchased the 
interest of his partner, a new firm was formed, 
consisting of Samuel Cossairt, his father, 
Silas, and brother G. B. Cossairt. They car- 
ry an extensive stock of all the various lines 
that go to make up an establishment of this 
kind and are doing anample business. 

In October, 1886, the subject of this 
memoir was appointed postmaster of Eden 
Lake, and when the office was changed to 
Eden Valley was reiippointed and now holds 
that office. 

ABI 


2 HARLES MANGUSON. This gentle- 
+Y man is a thrifty and respected farmer 
who resides on section 83, Litchfield town- 
ship. He is a native of Sweden, born on the 
8d of February, 1834, and a son of Magnus 
and Katrina Nelson. When he was seven- 
teen years of age he enlisted in the Swedish 
Artillery and served about two years, when 
he received his discharge on account of 

injury received in cannon practice. In 1857 
he came to the United States and after 
living about three years in Chisago and 
Kandiyohi counties, he settled in Meeker 
county. In the spring of 1862, he was 
married to Mrs. Anna Colberg, widow of Nels 
Colberg (deceased), and they settled on a 
farm near Lake Harold, where he was living 
when the Indian outbreak began. Upon 


receiving the warning he started with his 
family for Forest City, but when they had 


arrived within two and a half miles of that 
place, darkness came on and a terrific rain 
storm set in. From necessity, therefore, he 
and his wife and their four children slept all 
night on the prairie in the beating and drench- 
ing rain. The next day they got to Forest City, 
and after remaining there and at Kingston 
for several days they went to Anoka and 
made that their home for two years. In the 
fall of 1864, Mr. Manguson moved back to 
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Meeker county and took up a homestead 
near the present site of Litchfield village, 
and after living there for six years traded 
the homestead for his present farm on 
section 33. In 1870 his first wife died. In 
1872 he was married to Siso Swanson, who 
was born in Sweden November 29, 1831, and 
who came to the United Statesin 1871. By 
this marriage they have had four children— 


Johanna, William, Mathilda (deceased ), 
and Mathilda. 


OHN E. DIME, farmer, of Swede Grove 

township, is a native of Sweden, born 
November 13, 1842, and ason of Carl and 
Catharina (Born Janson) Anderson. He 
came to the United States in 1868, and first 
stopped at Ishpeming, Marquette county, 
Mich., where he worked in the iron mines 
until the spring of 18584, when he came to 
‘Swede Grove township, Meeker county, 
Minn., and purchased 160 acres of land on 
section 32, where he has since lived. 

Mr. Dime was married on November 15, 
1873, to Miss Johanna Johnson, and the 
couple have been blessed with the following 
named children—Erick Adolphus, who was 
born August 16, 1874; Samuel Edward, 
born October 17, 1876; Hannah Elizabeth, 


born July 31, 1880; Ernst W., born October | 
10, 1883 (died same day); and Oscar Em- | 


anuel, born February 18, 1886. Mr. Dime’s 
sister is married to John J. Berg, a resident 
of Pope county, Minn. Mr. Dime has_ been 
very successful since coming to this country, 


as he was so poor when he left the old coun- ° 


try that he was obliged to borrow money 
to pay his passage. ile now has a. good 
farm and a comfortable home, while in the 
way of stock he already has a good start. 
While Mr. Dime was not here at the time 
of the Indian massacre, so as to have an ex- 
perience in the war against them, neverthe- 
less he has his adventures to relate from the 
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year old, his parents 
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mines when his life was endangered, and he 
had some narrow escapes. One instance, 
when a part of the Lake Shore Iron Mining 
Company’s mine caved in, filling up Mr. 
Dime’s working place with 22,000 tons of 
rock, he had to run for his life, while the rocks 
rolled in after him, Another time he had a very 
narrow escape from a falling rock from the 
back of a tunnel where he kept his. tools; 
he was engaged in looking over the tools, 
when a solid block, one and one-half tons in 
weight, fell down close to his side, touch- 
ing his clothes, but not hurting him in the 
least. Another time his tender dropped the 
contents of a smoking pipe right in the hole 
on the naked powder, when he (Dime) was 
charging up for a blast, but God, the 
Almighty, led the fire so as not to come in 
contact with the powder, and no accident 
happened. 

Still another time, God, who leads the fates 
of men, kept his hand between, when he went 
back after due time after blasting, to find out 
the cause of a missing hole. Hestepped right 
up to the missed blast, touched the fuse with 
his hands, but suspecting something wrong 
went out of the pit, going well out of danger. 
The blast exploded, throwing the rocks after. 
him, and he had great cause to: thank God 
for his deliverance. 


OYATRICK F: ARMSTRONG, a well- 
‘2° known and substantial farmer and stock- 
raiser, residing on section 28, Harvey town- 
ship, is an old settler who has done his share 
toward the development of Meeker county's 
resources. 

Mr. Armstrong is a native of Prince Ed- 
wards Island, Canada, and was born on the 
16th of March, 1846. Before Patrick was a 
removed to the United 
States and settled in Will county, IL, where 
they remained for ten years, and then came to 
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Meeker county, Minn., and settled in Harvey 
township, Where our subject still resides. 
The parents, whose names were William and 
Teressa Armstrong, were both natives of 
Ireland. When they came to Meeker county 
the family consisted of the father and mother, 
four boys and two girls. The father and 
mother are now living in Mannanah township. 

Patrick learned the cooper’s trade and fol- 
lowed that for six years when he was a 
young man; he also followed railroad work 
for two years, but the balance of his life has 
been spent in tilling the soil. He was mar- 
ried December 2, 1879, to Miss Anna Corri- 


gan, and they are the parents of four chil- | 


dren, whose names are as follows: Michael, 
Thomas, Arthur and Patrick. Mrs. Arm- 
strong’s parents are also natives of Ireland; 
they are now living in Harvey township. 
Mr. and Mrs. Armstrong are devout mem- 
bers and active supporters of the Catholic 
church. His political principles are demo- 
cratic. 

Like all the old settlers, their farming 
operations were interrupted and abandoned 
at the time of the Indian outbreak. At the 
time of the massacre at Acton, in August, 
1862, Patrick Armstrong was at Empire City, 
south of St. Paul. Hearing of the Indian 
depredations, he at once started for home to 
learn whether or not they had all been killed. 
He found them at Forest City, ail well, and 
on their way to Minneapolis, so he went with 
them to that place. They lived in Minneap- 
olis until 1866, when they returned to Har- 
vey township, where Patrick F. Armstrong 
has since lived. 


“eS HARLES H. STROBECK, the present 
Y probate judge of Meeker county, is a 
native of West Parishville, St. Lawrence 
county, N. Y., born October 8, 1841, and is 
the son of Henry and Fannie M. (Willis) 


aN 
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Strobeck, natives of the Empire State and 
New Hampshire, respectively. The father 
was originally of Wartemberg stock, and the 
mother’s ancestors were among the Puritan 
pilgrims of the Massachusetts Bay Colony. 
The father died at Litchfield, Meeker county, 
December 17, 1887, having come to this place 
the summer previous. The mother is still 
living with her son. The judge was reared 
and received his primary education in the 
county of his birth, assisting his father in the 
labors attendant upon farm life until he was 
some nineteen years of age. At that time 
he entered the St. Lawrence Academy, where 
he remained during the spring and fall terms 
from 1860 to 1863, teaching school during 
the winters. During the winter of 1863-4, 
he took the place of the professor in the 
mathematical department of the same acad- 
emy, and filled the post ereditably. 

On leaving school, he entered the law 
office of Judge Henry L. Knowles, asa stu- 
dent and clerk, where he remained until 
October, 1865, when he was admitted to the 
bar in a class of fourteen, at a session of the 
Supreme Court of New York, at Canton, the 
county seat of St. Lawrence county. About 
the Ist of December, the same year, Mr. 
Strobeck came west to Chicago, and from 
there to Red Wing, Minn., where he located, 
and commenced the practice of law, and 
wrote fire insurance until coming to Litch 
field. The latter branch of the business was 
carried on in partnership with W.C. Williston. 

October 22, 1869, Mr. Strobeck came to 
Litchfield and made up his mind to locate in 
the place, then in embryo, as there was only 
a few buildings erected at that time. LHe 
put up an office, being the pioneer attorney 
of the city, and has remained in practice here 
ever since. The judge is a staunch republican 
but has had but little political aspirations. Ie 
has held several local offices in the govern- 
ment of the village and in educational mat- 
ters, prominent among which was that of 


ee BTR AEM maOD 4 
ees 
bse ithe iid wht Yor sia sonoue | Ca ae Corer ee 
waist f | piideqornll wat Bie ra Le an o0 hh 
od bute atvote sas VE Yorethinigivo awa.) dig i . iiAhintilsna iemaralangatense 
annenrt alld Shore PIO ear eeaeldourt | 1 7 elie s pF sagats Nig — hyiabtal 
eed) Va ri enerigl r aR + 19 Carian Stee 4 coed ee ee : 
Aatetios Hlatidoihl 3e-boih aoulte) Sas Dees ee oe ee 
socmiley Ot onder pari vei PEeT TT todas (ve eee all read Wh Pee 
Nite at om edt  saoiveny womimae wt) Ay se OE 

bora caw aabuP ont aoa sol dra qaivil dot 

Od Hi Hoiteniins Yantiing fil besivoer bres | ne 

oii ot raid old yhiteieen dnd eisdito ‘ciauos | Stow h 

ann ood Fito tid wort toa inshistin crodel | amt atil gis } 

omit the TF. oy tw einey siSotorin ones | tee Be | ta . weillid ai 3 

etoile peiiad, ssh A134 odd beiatya atl 000 00 wi ob A & tad 

cuvend facndeerc synde oli anmuh byhinudss ot | -fiby vit To elaotny onli ona 
wri 00d le naidhood LAL of UREL mor) | Soutoilt se veailo au ome saan: 

PEEL TO gor old cit] enedirt ait 

bet nt neato oth) Jo -onelq adt docs aid | 

Se seo Yo ion asib fysptuciod soi rai 

| ‘“Haatlowm ary wits] att tices ete yeh gts. 

wih oni luvietito od Jondae -waiveal nt) vileitiae ‘odd W 

ie Ban izabnoay IT yya9ht sebnt id spifto | -omeh sie ‘eeshey lasing paid 

Ae Destine oi siglo pliels fia Joab | ain 
gthtreat. byline en Mf iT miss LOeT do guia? tise eb, blo 

mie ie toieess b 7h sT9eltiOl jo eels ¢ ni ti bovehands Lang, ver 
shine a Wii tne A ye Wu ‘c Copia UG mh JA Anurding  enibacl, wit Soo 

od ann agonsrr nL 8 to toe viages | SiegKAcdty HOE he, 

SU er piote St adtihoetl to det ads | i Lusi anh te ewe momnteemen ake 

alia} hire amt. Of Jan orien Aislons | Reet g ody. to gat wolt in 8 

Aeshna Col veka ail mee Dall ot rig | a ulioal tt berries sono ta out 

Dae nn 26 -Agiton ott fstednues Hen | A 10 See eee ae 

di] i eet a bisay ‘worsen: eal) eto | 

CRO AGT to. donadangin ad’ Aled! 

Home WW tty tamsandgs. (1 liefs ‘ria | 

OF OS. “Anedune lk. ooRt ke 4diigat) { 

aah eahanoeyl cok Voactonr yt gas edit Tints Iibatteky vill, | 
Ylne sow orden: etalon ve eh) pny old 
wht ett toads 38 ho tonte 2 gail ytd) Wal | 
| 


Tretin seoneng 46) yi Ccaifio an (pr deny 
OS eb toarney ott bea intent exctt dn. v tia oft Yo 
cei neoN Aetitiods 0 xi vylyy oP sole ey | tie 
STA aera tintaton sist as ta eusfitudd t Por 
ele wT ath east dnt Ivorian: Lior ail | 


tan Ina ecvithes i Brag > Lins ae 
fe ah ech Hah staan Node 


Se " 


212 


prosecuting attorney. Jn the fall of 1886 he 
was elected to the responsible position of 
Probate judge, which he still holds. 

On the 24th of February, 1878, Charles H. 
Strobeck and Miss Carrie HK. Phelps were 
united in marriage. The lady is a native of 
Oakland county, Mich., and daughter of 
William and Carrie (James) Phelps, the 
latter natives of the Empire State. By this 
union there have been two children—Alice J. 
and Henry. 

Judge Strobeck is a man of sterling integ- 
rity, and having a mind of his own, has 
strong feelings in regard to what he conceives 
to be right or wrong, and what is more, 
dares to maintain them. 


ma te FES hee 
ETER K. BROWN, who is one of the 
‘ leading and influential farmers of 
Acton township, has had an eventful and 
varied life. Hewas ason of Knute and Eliza 
Brown and was born in Denmark onthe Sth 
of October, 1834. When he had arrived at 
the age of twenty-four, thinking to benefit 
his financial condition he started for the 
gold fields of Australia, and after 101 days of 
sailing he landed at Melbourne, and was 
soon hard at work in the mines. He re- 
mained there for seven years, and endured 


much more hardship and suffering than falls 


to the lot of mankind generally. At one 
time he had neither money nor provisions, 
and after a siege of fasting, which nearly 
resulted in starvation, he was fortunate 
enough to find gold with which he purchased 
something toeat. JLe underwent many other 
experiences which were fully as trying, but 
still he persevered. At times, however, he 
would enjoy a run of luck, and at one time 
he had about $2,000 in his possession, but he 
managed to leave with about $500 in his 
pocket. He then returned to Denmark, 
stopping at London, England, fora few days 
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while on the way home. He then remained 
in Denmark for about two years, and on the 
17th of April, 1868, he started for the United 
States and landed at New York, during the 
latter part of May. He proceeded at once 
to Kandiyohi county, Minn., where his 
brother, N. K. Brown was living. <A year 
later he moved to the farm in Acton town- 
ship on which he still lives, having purchased 
railroad land. As he had learned the car- 
penter’s trade in the old country, he erected 
his own buildings, which are located on seec- 
tion 29. He has excellent improvements, 
and now owns 250 acres of land, a good 
share of which is under cultivation. Mr. 
srown’s mother is dead and his father 
lives witha brother, N. K. Brown, in Kandi- 
yohi county. There are several other mem. 
bers of the family living in the United 
States, including R. K. Brown, of Acton; 
John K. Brown, of Danielson; and Karen, 
now Mrs. Paul Nelson, of Danielson ; besides 
N. K. Brown, of Kandiyohi county. 

Peter K. Brown has taken a prominent 
and active part in all public matters, and has 
held many offices of a local but at the same 
time important character, including those of 
town clerk two years, chairman of super- | 
visors two years, assessor one year; and was 
elected justice of the peace but did not 
quahfy. 

Mr. Brown was married, during the year 
1870, to Bertha Margrethe Madson, and 
they have been blessed with the following 
children—Mads Peter, born March 21, 1871; 
Albert Knuteson, born July 21, 1873; Jo- 
hanes, born June 18, 1875; Elizze Marie, 
born April 30, 1877; and Nels Christian, 
born April 25, 1879. 

tp LET} He 

EWIS LARSON, of Litchfield, isa mem- 
S, ber of the firm of Nelson, Jolnson 
& Larson, dealers in general merchandise. 
Mr. Larson was born in Sweden in 1842, and 
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remained in the “Fatherland” until about 
twenty-seven years of age. Ilis father died 
when Lewis was three and his mother when 
he was fifteen, so he was left to care for him- 
self. Hehad up to that time attended school 
regularly and had attained a good education. 
When about twenty years old he entered 
a civil office, corresponding with the office 
of sheriff in this country, and he remained 
in this for six years. After this he went to 
Gottenberg and for a short time was engaged 
in business at that place but he finally sold out 
and came to America, locating in Wisconsin. 
At that time he could speak and understand 
very little English, and for one year he lived 
with an American family for the purpose of 
acquiring it, finally becoming very profi- 
cient. On the 31st of December, 1870, he 
arrived in Litchfield, and entered the store 
of Nelson Brothers as a clerk 
later. In the summer of 1872 he went to 
Willmar and was there employed as a clerk 
in the store of Spicer & Larson for about 
three years and ahalf. Then, in company 
with II. Paulson, under the firm name of 
Paulson & Larson, they went into the gen 
eral merchandise trade at Willmar. In 1880 
Mr. Larson sold his interest to his partner 
and removed to Litchfield, and the present 
mercantile firm of Nelson, Johnson & Lar- 
son was formed. Mr. Larson is a member of 
the Masonic fraternity, having joined Golden 
Fleece Lodge, No. 89, in 1888. 
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PROMINENT farmer and stock-raiser 
-\ residing on section 11, Cedar Milis 
township, is Rh. A. Wirrrer, a veteran of the 
Jate civil war, and one of the leading citi- 
zens in the southern part of the county. 

Mr. Wheeler is a native of Bangor, Me., 
born on the 25th of May, 1844, and is a son 
of Isaac and Martha (Norcross) Wheeler. 
His parents were old settlers in Cedar Mills 
township, and their history will be found 


a short time. 
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in another department of this work. Reuben 
A. Wheeler, the subject of this sketch, re- 
mained with his parents (coming with them 
meanwhile to Wright county, Minn.,) until 
October, 1861, when he enlisted in Company 
D, Fourth Minnesota Volunteer Infantry. 
He remained in the service until July, 1865, 
and probably saw more actual active war ser- 
vice than any ex-soldier who to-day resides 
in Meeker county. Ile participated in the 
first and second battlesat Corinth, Iuka, Siege 
of Vicksburg, where he was wounded in the 
head by a piece of a shell, Altoona Pass, 
Savannah, Ga., and was with Sherman in 
his ide March to theSea. He then, with 
Sherman’s army, went to Washington and 
participated in the grand review. After re- 
ceiving an honorable discharge from the serv- 
ice he came to Meeker county, Minn., arriving 
in July, 1865. Heat once located on a soldier's 
homestead, which his father, Isaac Wheeler, 
had selected for him in 18638, which was 
located on section 11, Cedar Mills township, 
where he now lives. He at once began 
eas his place, and erected a log-c abin, 

covering it with a hay roof. Mr. Wheeler 
remained on his place most of the time until 
1867, when he went to Green Lake, Kandi- 
yohi county. Three years later he went to 
Montana, but a short time later he returned 
to his homestead in Cedar Mills township, 
where he has since lived. He devotes his 
attention to general farming and stock-rais- 
ing, and is one of the most prominent and 
best-known citizens of the township in which 
he lives. Le is a prominent member of the 
Frank Daggett Post, No. 35, Grand Army of 
the Republic, of Litchfield. 

Mr. Wheeler was married on the 1th of 
November, 1866, to Miss Malvina Nichols, 
who was born in Racine county, Wis. Their 
marriage bas been blessed with six children, 
as follows — Martha M., George R., Frank Ey 
Harlan M., Ray M., and Mary P. The tam- 
ily are members of the Presbyterian church. 
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K:\. WELL-KNOWN business man of Litch- 

AL. field is A. C. Jounson, a member of 
the firm of Nelson, Johnson & Larson, gen- 
eral merchants. Heis a native of Sweden, 
and was born in 1851. - 

When eleven years of age, he started with 
his grandparents and his uncle, B. P. Nel- 
son, for America, intending to come direct to 
Meeker county, Minn., where Andrew, a 
brother of Mr. Nelson, was then living. They 
crossed the ocean in a sailing vessel, being 
ten weeks on the way, arriving at Boston 
about August 20, 1862. There they learned 
of the terrible outbreak of the Indians in 
this country, but continued on their journey, 
coming as far as St. Paul, where they decided 
to remain foratime. Mr.Johnson remained 
there until 1871, when he remoyed to Litch- 
field and entered the store of Nelson Broth- 
ers as a clerk, and remained with them until 
they sold out to Alex. Cairncross. He was 
then with the latter gentleman for about two 
years and a half. At the end of that time, 
he, in company with Stephen Cairncross, a 
brother clerk, bought out the establishment 
and went into business for themselves, under 
the firm name of Cairncross & 
This firm continued in business for 
years and a half, when the stock was sold 
out. In 1880, the present firm of Nelson, 
Johnson & Larson was formed. The other 
members of the firm are B. P. Nelson and 
Lewis Larson, and the business they do is 
probably the largest done in the village, in 
their line. They carry a full stock of dry 
goods, groceries, ete., and cater to the tastes 
of everybody. They are among the bright- 
est business men of the village, and are in 
splendid financial condition. 
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.-)ROMINENT among the old settlers is 
‘Sis A. M. Caswetr, who now resides in 
the village of LitchSeld. He was born in 
Melbourne, Canada, October 2, 1833. His 
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father, Moody Caswell, was born in Vermont, 
and his mother, Hannah (Bishop) Caswell, in 
New Hampshire. They lived in Canada un- 
til he was past seventeen and then moved to 
Vermont, and from there to New Hamp- 
shire, and came to Minnesota in April, 1856. 
They came to Dunleath, Ill, by rail and 
thence up the Mississippi on the old steamer 
“War Eagle.” There were about 700 pas- 
sengers on board, generally in high spirits 
about the prospects in the Territory of Min- 
nesota, where the land was rich and money 
plenty. They landed at St. Paul and then 
took the stage to St. Anthony. There was 
only a few houses there then and one saw- 
mill; from there they came by steamboat up 
the river to Monticello, where they stopped 
until about the 1st of June, and then, hear- 
ing of the great chance for getting land on 
the big prairie in Meeker county, and as 
there was a party of immigrants came along, 
A.M. Caswell followed, and camped the first 
night alone in the woods about midway be- 
tween Monticello and Kingston. The next 
morning he came up with Patch’s company, 
and camped on the bank of Crow river. 
The water was high, and as there was no 
bridge, they had to make a raft of logs. 
After crossing the river the company scat- 
tered, hunting claims. Our subject traveled 
to Forest City and took dinner with Thomas 
Skinner, a whole-souled and public-spirited 
gentleman, always courteous and obliging to 
everybody, in whose death Meeker lost one 
of her best men. From there he started 
with two others to look for claims, and tray- 
eled over the level prairie of Harvey, but 
found it generally marked, as a party had 
been through there and marked claims for 
all their relatives, some which were yet in’ 
the old country, so he left that and went 
above the woods in the vicinity of Manan- 
nah, and there the claims were vacant, and 
he marked his claim—the first one marked 
in the township--and then returned to Mon- 
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ticello. He was boarding at a hotel, whena | the time until after the Indian war. Our 


party came, who had been through to the 
big prairie, among the party being T. C. 
Jewett and Captain A. D. Pierce, an old 
sea captain from Cape Cod, Mass., who said 
he had been up above Forrest City and 
located a town site. He gave glowing ac- 
counts of the country and said there was only 
one claim marked there and that was just 
the one he wanted to build his town on, and 
he was going to have it. He also said that 
he camped on the highest hill there was near 
there, (which must have been Tower Hill) 
and fought mosquitoes all night, and he fore- 
saw the great events of the near future; the 
network of railroads that would come to 
and through his town. He took out his 
book and read the name that he found on 
his claim, as he called it, and it happened to 
be Mr. Caswell’s; he afterward tried to scare 
Mr. C. off, but failing to do it, he bought 
him off by paying fifty dollars and a watch. 
He afterward stated that the trade was like 
a horse-trade, and he was mighty sick of the 
horse. Mr. Caswell then made another claim 
where F. F. Phillips now lives, and_ his 
brother, Albert, came on and took one ad- 
joining, and his father, mother and sisters 
came the next fall. His mother was afflicted 
with a rose cancer, and after having it cut 
out died within a year, being the first woman 
buried in Manannah grave-yard. 

But the flush times of 1856 were followed 
by several years of dearth, or almost a famine. 
There was no money in, the country and 
scarcely any provisions, and for two or 
three vears a laboring man could get neither 
money, clothing nor provisions for his work. 
The only way to get money was to hunt or 
trap for fur, which was hard-earned money. 
So, getting tired out or starved out, at 
Manannah, his brother, Albert, and himself, 
and Ziba and Nathan Caswell started out 
for the gold mines at Pike's Peak, in Colo- 

rado, and were gone from the State most of 


MEEKER COUNTY, MINNESOTA. 


217 


subject was at work in the mines in Colorado, 
and his brother and Ziba Caswell were in 
Nevada in the Washoe silver mines. They 
heard of the Indian war and started for 
home, and although they were two thousand 
miles apart when they started and neither 
party knew when the other was going to 
start, they met in Minneapolis and came home 
on the stage together. 


The next spring A. M. Caswell was mar- 
ried to Vesta J. Britt, of the town of Har- 
vey. They kept a hotel at Coon Creek one 
year, then sold out and went to Anoka, where 
they remained about three years. They then 
sold out and moved to Harvey township, 
where they lived until removing to Litchfield 
in 1888. Mr. and Mrs. Caswell have two 
children —one a young man, twenty-four 
years old, and a daughter about eight 


In speaking of the “old times” Mr. Cas- 
well says: “ When I came to this county, 
there had never been a bushel of wheat, corn 
or potatoes raised here. Now nearly every 
acre of prairie and thousands of acres of 
brush and timber land are under cultivation, 
and thousands of reaping and threshing ma- 
chines are kept busy, instead of the old down 
reaper that- took four horses, two men and a 
boy to operate, the grain having to be raked 
off by band, and much of it left scattered on 
the ground. We have a machine that three 
horses and one man manage easily and which 
leaves the grain tied up in neat bundles, 
leaving the field clean as if it had been 
eleaned by the gleaners of old times. Dut the 
young men that were vigorous and strong 
and active are now becoming old, bleached 
and gray; but there is another generation 
coming on to fill our places. [have faith and 
believe there is a bright future for Meeker 
county, and that it is bound to be one of the 
richest and best stock-producing counties in 
the Northwest.” : 
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“SAAC WHEELER, who was one of the 
Gl most prominent early settlers in Cedar 
Mills township, is a native of Maine, and was 
born on June 19, 1817. He remained in 
his native State until 1861, when he came to 
Minnesota and located on a farm in Wright 
county. In April, 1863, he came to Meeker 
county, and selected 160 acres of land on 
section 9, Cedar Mills, and the following 
year moved on to it with his family. They 
were the first settlers west of Cedar Mills 
after the Indian outbreak, and were there 
one season entirely without neighbors. At 
the time they came here the soldiers were 
stationed at Pipe Lake, and they helped Mr. 
Wheeler cut the logs with which he erected 
his. cabin. Mr. Wheeler remained on the 
farm until after his wife’s death in 1876, 
when he sold his place to his sons, Frank and 
Newton Wheeler, and since that time has 
lived with his children, going back and 
forth between them. 

After a long and useful career of toil and 
industry, he is now spending the evening of 
his life in a quiet and peaceful way, having 


to the fullest degree the confidence and 
respect of all who know him. 
8 ED) He 
and 


»PANOREW J. NELSON, a well-to do 

KN highly-respected farmer residing on 
section 22, Union Grove township, is a native 
of Sweden, where he was born on the 2d of 
December, 1852. His parents’ names were 
Nels and Kersten Anderson. The mother 
died when he was only sixteen weeks old, 
and his father died when he was seventeen 
years of age. 

Andrew J. spent his younger days in the 
land of his birth, when he acquired the same 
habits of industry and frugality which are 
characteristic of the race of which hesprings. 
In 1880 he sailed for the United States, and 
making his way directly to Meeker county, 


Minn., he rented a farm in Swede Grove 
township. Jleremained there for three years 
and then in February, 1884, he removed to 
the farm on section 22, Union Grove town- 
ship, where he still lives. THe owns 180 acres 
of Jand, a good share of which is cleared and 
under cultivation. He hasconsiderable stock 
and comfortable buildings. When Mr. Nel- 
son came to America his earthly possessions 
consisted of $1,000 in money, but he lost a 
good share of that in the first two years 
through the failure of crops, but by good 
management and hard work he has recov- 
eredand is now in comfortable circumstances. 

Mr. Nelson was married before leaving 
Sweden, in 1878, to Miss Ingrid Larson, a 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Lars Nelson, and 
their union has been blessed with three chil- 
dren, as follows—Hilda, born in Sweden, Jan- 
uary 19, 1879; Ida, born in Swede Grove 
township, October 18, 1880 ; and Anton, born 
in Union Grove township, July 80, 1884. 
Mrs. Nelson’s mother died in 1868, and her 
father is now living with them. 


OHN B. PENNOYER, aprominent resi- 
©} dent of the village of Greenleaf, is a 
native of Sherbrook county, Lower Canada, 
born on the 12th of February, 1832. [lis 
parents, Truman and Priscilla H. Pennoyer, 
were natives of Vermont, and both were 
born in the year 1804. The mother died in 
1886, but the father is still living, a respected 
resident of Ellsworth township, Meeker 
county. Truman Pennoyer’s father was a 
Frenchman, and sailed the seas as a privateer 
during the revolutionary war, subsequently 
settling in Vermont. Truman spent a few 
years in Canada and then returned to Ver- 
mont. From the latter State he removed to 
St. Lawrence county, N.Y., taking the family 


by wagon through the timber over the 
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through the Chateaugay cedar swamp, to 
Potsdam, and remained there from 1836 to 
1864. He was a cooper by trade, but a 
farmer by occupation 

Truman Pennoyer and wife were the par- 
ents of seven sons and six daughters. The 
three oldest died in infancy, and were buried 
at Compton Center, C. E. Three others died 
in infaney, and two sisters died after they 
were grown. Five of their children are still 
living—J. B. Pennoyer, O. A. Pennoyer, 
H. H. Pennoyer, Mrs. J. M. Howard, of 
Meeker county, Minn., and Mrs. H. F. Pow- 
ers, of Cincinnati, Ohio. 

John B. Pennoyer, the subject of this mem- 
vir, Was reared on a farm, and upon reaching 
the age of twenty-four he left home and 
started West. Ile traveled over various por- 
tions of the West, but lived the greater part 
of the time in Whiteside and Jersey coun- 
ties, Ill, until 1864, when he came to Meeker 
county, Minn., making the journey from 
Hastings on foot. He entered a homestead 
on section 35, in what isnow Greenleaf town- 
ship, and continued to reside there until Aug- 
ust, 1885, when he rented his farm and 
started out in search of a locality that would 
benefit his health. After spending the fall 
and winter in Macoupin and Jersey counties, 
Ill., he went to Huntsville, Ala., and remained 
there until September 27, 1886, when he 
came back and took up his residence in the 
village of Greenleaf. 

In the month of September following Mr. 
Pennoyer’s first arrival in Meeker county, 
1864. he went to Greene county, IIl., and was 
married to Mary T°. Bilbruck, a daughter of 
John and Charlotte Bilbruek, who was born 
in Nottinghamshire, England, on the 7th of 
December, 1842. Five children have been 
born to them — Alice Naomi, born July 25, 
1867, died May 8, 1870; Charlotte Augusta, 
born December 5, 1870; Francis Irene, born 
October 26, 1875, died April 3, 1879; Har- 
mon Lee, born September 4, 1880; and 


aig 


Florence Emma, born June 5, 18S4.) Mr. 
Pennoyer has taken an active interest in «i! 
public matters and has held various local of- 
fices. In political matters he atlliates with 
the republican party. 

Having been identified with the growth 
and development of Meeker county during 
a residence of nearly a quarter of a century, 
he is well-known to all pioneers, and none is 
held in higher esteem. Through his untar- 
nished and unblemished integrity his word is 
recognized as being as good as a bond, and 
he is held in the highest respect by all who 
know him. Ifospitable, charitable, and en- 
terprising, aiding whatever enterprise is cal- 
culated to benefit either town or county in 
which he has lived so long, he has justly 
earned the high reputation which he bears, of 
being one of the most desirable citizens of 
which any locality can boast. 

We take pleasure in presenting a portrait 
of Mr. Pennoyer in another departinent of 
this work. 

HEI 1 
"RANK E. WHEELER. The subject of 

\2- this sketch, a resident of section %, is 
one of the leading citizens of Cedar Mills 
township, and is a son of Isaae Wheeler, who 
is mentioned above. He isa native of Gar- 
land, Maine, and was born on the Ist of Jan 
uary, 1851. His early life was spent in hts 
native State, and in 1861 he came West with 
his father’s family, and they settled im 
Wright county, Minnesota, as has been 
stated. In 1863 they settled in) Meeker 
county, and Frank remained at home until 
the death of his 
the family was broken up and scattered. 
After this Frank taught In this 
county and also in Wabash county, Indiana, 
following this profession for three years. 
In April, 1881, he settled upon the old 
homestead, and this has since been his home. 
Ue has a valuable farm of 180 acres. eighty 
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of which are already under cultivation, and all 
of it is in tillable condition. He has made 
substantial improvements on the place and it 
is conveniently arranged. Ie devotes his 
time and energies to general farming and 
stock raising, and is rated as one of the most 
successful and enterprising agriculturists in 
the township. He has taken an active and 
prominent part in township and educational 
affairs of late years, and has held various 
local offices, including those of supervisor, 
school clerk and others. He has been a 
member of the Presbyterian Church for 
fifteen years. 

Mr. Wheeler was married at Ellsworth, 
March 19, 1879, to Miss Lucy Porter, of 
Ellsworth township, and they are the parents 
of four children, as follows: Mellen E., 
Ethel E., Ruth C. and Allen K. Mrs. 
Wheeler was born at Greenfield, Wis., July 
9, 1856. 


+ KEEBING— 


RANK T..PETERSON, of Swede Grove 
‘©= township, is one of the most extensive 
stock raisers'in Meeker county. He is a son 
of Peter O. and Christine (Hawkinson) 
Peterson. The parents were natives of 
Sweden, who came to the United States in 
1854, and settled in Chisago county, Minn. 
The following is a list of their children 


John W., born January 20, 1858; Frank T.,. 


born October 2, 1859; Mary C., born March 
14, 1861; Christine E., born March 29, 1863 ; 
Oscar F., (deceased) born January 20, 1865 ; 
and Ida M., born May 21, 1867. Mary C. 
married Charles M. Ahlstrom, a resident of 
Harvey township. John W., for the past 
three years, has been engaged in railroad 
contracting, in company with a cousin, John 
G. Lundquist, who has been in the business 
for the last thirteen years. They are now 
building a road near Chicago. Frank T., 
Christine and Ida M. still live at home, 
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wthough the last named, at this writing, is 
in St. Peter, attending college. Frank T. & 
Co. carry on the extensive farming and stock 
raising business; they own 1,200 acres of 
land and have about the finest farm build- 
ings in the western part of the county. 

As has been stated, the father settled in 
Chisago county, Minn.,in 1854. In 1868 the 
family removed to Swede Grove township, 
Meeker county, settling on section 36, where 
the father died on the 24th of November, 
1886, and where the mother still lives. The 
farm is carried on jointly, being owned in 
thirds by Frank T. and John W. Peterson, 
and their cousin, John G. Lundquist, with 
Frank as manager. They devote special at- 
tention to raising blooded horses, cattle and 
hogs, and some of the finest stock in the 
State may be seenattheirfarm. They have 
on hand two stallions worthy of special 
notice: Sansonnet, imported by M. W. 


“Dunham in 1887; French No. 8,811, Ameri- 


can No. 6,991; also Simonneau, French No. 
9,020, American No. 7,108. They have the 
following valuable mares, which were im- 
ported by M. W. Dunham: Poulotte, im- 
ported in 1886, French No. 6677, American 
No. 5614; Valentine, imported in 1884, 
French No. 2778, American No. 3663; Lil- 
liane, imported in 1887, French No. 8554, 


American No. 7145; Bibi, imported in 
1887, French No. 10248, American No. 
7128. These magnificent animals were 


purchased at a cost of $11,750. In addition 
to these they have many others of high 
grade which are a credit to the county. 


B. BENSON, cashier of the Meeker 
<¢ Bank of Litchfield, was born in St. 
Peter, Nicollet county, Minn., July 2, 1860, 
and is the son of Peter and Malena Benson, 
natives of Sweden, who were engaged in 
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agricultu ‘al pursuits in that section of the 
State, having settled there some .time in the 
+ Forties,’ among the pioneers of the State. 

The subject of this memoir was _ reared 
upon the paternal farm, receiving his educa- 
tion in the district schools and remained at 
home until the fall of 1880, when he attended 
a course at the business college at Minnea- 
polis. The following spring he came to 
Litchfield and entered the Meeker County 
Bank as book-keeper, and remained in that 
capacity until July 7, 1884, when he was 
made assistant cashier, and in March, 1885, 
was promoted to the post of cashier in the 
same monetary institution. He is one of the 
solid young business men of whom Litchfield 
“an justly boast, and has a bright and pros- 
perous future before him. 

On the 24th of November, 1887, Mr. Benson 
led to the hymeneal altar Miss Pauline Fuller, 
one of Meeker county’s fairest, brightest 
daughters. She was the child of George W. 
Fuller, the well known horticulturist and 
arboriculturist of Litchfield. The happiness 
of the young couple was, however, of but 
brief duration, the angel of death claiming 
the bride on the 9th of May, 1888, and after a 
brief honeymoon of about five months she 
passed to that land Elysian, whose portals we 
call death, leaving her husband’s heart and 
home a desolate waste. 
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ANS EVENSON, a successful farmer 
and stock raiser, residing on section 8, 
Greenleaf township, and one of the most 
prominent old settlers in Meeker county, 
was born in Norway on September 6, 1815. 
IIe remained in his native Jand until the 
spring of 1852, when he came to the United 
States and settled in Rock county, Wis. On 
July 12, 1854, he returned to his native land 
and remained until 1857, when he returned 
to the United States, settling this time in 
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St. Paul, but three months later went to 
Scott county, Minn., where he spent the 
winter. His next move was to locate in 
Wright county, where he spent two years in 
the “ Big Woods,” and then, in the spring of 
1860, he came to Meeker county, and took 
a claim on section 8, where he has since 
lived. His trip to this county was one of 
severe hardship, ashe came on foot from 
Wright county, accompanied by his oldest 
son, Even. At that time there was only one 
house in sight—on Inger Ill, which was oc- 
cupied by a man named Inger. They came 
in the winter or early spring, and bought a 
hand-sled, on which they drew their tools, 
et¢., and went direct to the Ole Ness place, 
which was near Little Lake, in what is now 
Litchfield township. During that winter, 
he would start every morning for his place, 
and spent his time in getting out logs, so as 
to be ready to build in the spring; also dur- 
ing that time, he dug a well fifty feet deep 
for Ole Ness, and stoned itup. He remained 
about a month at that time, and then bor- 
rowed a sled and yoke of oxen from Ness and 
started to Wright county for his family. At 
the time he started, the ground was covered 
with snow, but it thawed before he got 
through, and he was compelled to construct 
a home-made wagon with which to get back, 
accomplishing it by hewing out four wheels 
and erecting a rude frame work. Upon his 
return, he staid two nights at the Ness place, 
and then left his family for several months 
at a bachelor’s named Guner, while he was 
building a shanty on his place. About 
August be moved his family mto the cabin. 
During that vear he raised a few potatoes, 
but for the first five years following his. set- 
tlement, he lost most of his crops through 
the blackbirds. 

Thus matters were moving peaceably until 


that fatal August, 1862, when the terrible 


Indian outbreak began, and as Mr. Evenson 
was one of those who were here during the 
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most trying times, we will briefly review his 
experience. On the 17th of August, Even 
and one of his brothers were at Ness’s and 
learned of the massacre at Acton. When 
they told their father, he could not realize 


that the matter was an actual fact, and after - 


remaining quietly at home over night, he 
started the next day (Monday, the 18th,) for 
Ness’s to learn the particulars. On the way 
he met a neighbor, named . Butler, who 
begged him to hitch up and take his family 
to St. Paul, but Mr. Evenson refused and 
went on to the farm of Ole Ness. Learning 
that the Indians were really on the warpath, 
he sent his wife and two little children to 
Forest City, and he and the boys staid on 
the farm until the following Wednesday, 
putting up hay. On the day mentioned, his 
wife returned to the place, and told him that 
he must pack up and get to some place of 
safety, as the news had come in daily of the 
terrible murders which the Indians had com- 
mitted. Ile accordingly was reluctantly pre- 
vailed upon to go to Forest City, where heat 
once learned that there was good ground for 
the terror which had seized every one. The 
following morning he started with his family 
for Kingston, where he remained two weeks, 
and then, as Capt. Whitcomb’s “ Home 
Guards” had been organized, they returned 
to Forest City. They were there when the 
Indians made the attack on that place, and 
Mr. Evenson and son, Even, were doing 
guard duty that night. Even was the sec- 
ond one to return the fire of the Indians. 
At the time, the family were sleeping in 
Atkinson’s store, and when the attack came, 
at about one o'clock in the morning, 
hastened inside the fortification. When the 
father gota chance to look around, he found 
that one of his sons—Andrew—was missing, 
and at once started ont to find him, but. see- 
ing nothing of him, he returned and found 
that Andrew had safely got inside. The 
bullets were then flying thick and fast. 


they 


Afterthe attack there followed a period 
when provisions got very scarce, and it was 
dangerous to go out to find eatables. 

After a time the excitement somewhat 
subsided, but for two years they were 
always on the alert, not knowing what time 
the treacherous savages might renew their 
depredations. In the fall the family return- 
ed to the farm and during the winter they 
lived by trapping. Settlers soon began re- 
turning to their claims and his cabin was a 
regular tavern, Money was very scarce, 
and but few of the settlers had the pleasure 
of seeing any money that winter, to say 
nothing of owning any. 

Now to return to Mr. Evenson’s private 
history: Hans Evenson was married in the 
year 1842, to Christina F. Anderson, and 
they have been blessed with seven chil- 
dren, as follows— Bertha, born Sept. 22, 
1842; Even, born Nov. 21, 1844, mentioned 
elsewhere at length; Andrew, born Oct. 30, 
1847; Helena M., born Oct. 3, 1852; John 
F., born Feb. 3, 1856, died May 30, 1857, on 
board ship and was buried at sea in St. 
Lawrence Bay; John F., born Jan. 22, 1859; 
and a child born in 1861, which died at the 
time of birth. Mrs. Evenson, the wife and 
mother, died on the 19th of January, 1587. 
Mr. Evenson is a republican in politics as is 
the case with all his sons. He is a member 
of the Lutheran church. Mr. Evenson is 
now well along in years and is passing the 
evening of his life ina quiet way with his 
children. He has lived a life of usefulness 
and activity, a man of the strictest honor 
and integrity and one for whom every one 
who knows him entertains the kindliest feel- 
ings and highest regard. 

John F. Evenson, one of the sons who is 
mentioned above, with whom the father 
resides, was born in Wright county. Le 
was married May 28, 1885, to Mary Joln- 
son, and they have been blessed with two 
children—George II., born June 22, 1588 ; 
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and Christina F., born Feb. 20, 1888. Mr. 
Evenson carries on the farm and also devotes 
is attention extensively to stock raising. 
Ife is one of the leading and most successful 
agriculturists in the township. 


AMES NELSON HANSON is one of the 
‘J successful farmers of Acton township. 
ile was born in Denmark on the 20th of 
March, 1837. When he left his native land, 
in 1859, he was called upon by a government 
officer and told that he must return to 
Denmark «a year later and serve his time in 
the army but after his arrival here he 
decided that he was better suited to stay 
here and so he “forgot to return.” Upon 
landing in the New World he stopped for a 
short time at New Orleans and then went 
to Kaufman county, Tex., where he was 
employed at driving and marking cattle for 
an extensive stock-raiser until the fall of 
1860. Hethen returned to New Orleans 
and worked for W. H. Willer, at gardening 
for one month for $10; then he drove a mule 
team for the same party for $20 per month. 
Jlis next move was to St. Louis, but not 
liking the place he boarded a steamboat for 
St. Paul and from there made his way to 
Empire City, Dakota county, Minn. There 
he remained for six years, working on a farm 
for Mr. J. Haislet, after which in 1872, he 


settled in Acton township, where he still 


lives. 

Mr. Hanson was married in 1862, to Miss 
Marthe Christianson, who was born in 
Norway on the 17th of February, 1843. 
They have been blessed with the following 
named children—Josephine, born January 9, 
1863, died April 5, 1866; Mary Julia, born 
December 18, 1864; Josephine E., born 
August 24, 1866; Gemalinde Christine, born 
April 3, 1869; Hans Olaus, born September 
25, 1870; Martin Julius, born August 16, 


1872; Edwin Anton, born September 25, 1874, 
Adolph Ottoer, born June 26,1876, died June 
8, 1877; Adolph Ottoer, born April 8, 1878; 
Nettie Amanda, born July 3, 1880, died Feb- 


ruary 16,1884; Henry Elvin, born August. 
21, 1882; and Nettie Amanda, born October: 


6, 1885. Mr. Hanson has taken an active 
interest in all public affairs and has held 
various offices of trust and importance, 
including those of school director, and 
clerk, road overseer, pound master and 
others. The family are members of the 
Norwegian Lutheran church. Mr. Hanson 
was a poor man when he came to this 
country but has been very successful and 
has a comfortable home and a valuable farm 
of 120 acres. 


x“ 
» 4 SEY on 


dent now living in the villageof Greenleaf, 
was born in Washington county, Me., on 


the 8th of May, 1835. His parents, Francis 
and Eliza Butterfield, were of English descent, 
though natives of the ‘Pine Tree” State. 
The greater part of Charles’ early life was 
spent on his father’s farm and doing carpen- 
ter work, yet he was engaged at various 
times in the pineries. In 1854 he was mar- 
ried to Mary E. Beedy, who was born in 
Maine 1885. Three children were born to 
them -— Wilmot Bb., who is mentioned else- 
where at length; Ida May, now Mrs. W. W. 
Johnson, of Litchfield; and Edwin B., a resi- 
dent of Dickinson, Dakota. Mrs. Butterfield 
died in 1861, and in 1862 Mr. Butterfield 
was united in marriage with Mary A. Pinco, 
who wasalso a native of Maine. 

In 1865 Charles W. Butterfield, our sub- 
West and settled in the village of 
Greenleaf, Meeker county, Minn., where 
he still lives. Ife purchased farm property 
in Ellsworth township, but his residence and 
business interests were in the village. For 
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one year he controlled the mail route from 
Minneapolis to Greenleaf via Watertown, and 
he at present has the route from Litchfield to 
IIutchinson. Mr. Butterfield is a Greenleaf 
man in the strongest sense of the term. He 
has staid by the village through all its vicis- 
situdes, and to-day enjoys the distinction of 
being its oldest inhabitant in point of) vears of 
residence. He has held various township 
offices and is ever found identified with mat- 
ters pertaining to the welfare of his adopted 
home. Mr. Butterfield’s name appears fre- 
quently in the pages of this volume, as he has 
been prominently connected with the history 
of the village in which he resides. Heisa 
member of the Golden Fleece lodge, No. 89, 
A. F.& A. M., of Litchfield. 


cokes... coal 
1@4)ETER BERGGREN, a respected and 


ge intelligent farmer residing on section 
35, Union Grove township, is a son of Nels 


O. and Meta Bergeren, and was born in 
Sweden on the 27th of July, 1860. His 


parents brought the family to the United 
States in 1868 and made their way direct- 
ly to Meeker county, Minn. They first 
stopped at Grove City, and the father took 
a homestead near there, upon which they 
lived for five years, proving up on the place, 
but afterward lost it on a mortgage, having 
had bad luck with their crops. They then 
settled on another farm where they lived 
three years, but the grasshoppers came and 
destroyed their grain and they lost that 
farm. In March, 1879, they came to Union 
Grove township and the father purchased 
200 acres of Jand sections and 
where the family still reside. The father 
died there on the 4th of September, 1879, 
and the mother on the 2d of February, 
1888. They were both honest and industri- 
ous people and were held in high respect by 
all who knew thei. 


on So 36, 


They had a family of 


MEEKER COUNTY, MINNESOTA. 


eleven children, six of whom are dead and 
five living. The living children are as fol- 
lows: Cece born July 2 7, 1860; Ole, born 
September 5, 1862; Andrew, born July 17, 
1869; William, born February 8, 187L; and 
John, born July 16, 1875. 

Peter has charge of the farm and is a suc- 
cessful and industrious young man, who is 
certain to succeed in his farming operations. 


~The farm is well stocked, and is one of the 


most valuable in the township. 
8 ESD} Hy 


OHN FLYNN, the father of Michael J. 
and Daniel Flvnn, was one of the 
pioneers of Meeker county, arriving here on 
the 8th of July, 1856, and took Government 
land on sections 22 and 23, in Forest City 
township. He was accompanied at that 
time by John Whalen and family, and sey- 
eral others. His family at that time con- 
sisted of himself and wife; Mary (now Mrs. 
Daniel Dougherty, of Harvey township) ; 
Michael J. and Daniel, now of Litchfield; 
and Elizabeth, now wife of Hon. W. M. 
Campbell, United States Marshal for Minne- 
sota. Besides these, there were two hired 
men and a nephew of Mr. Flynn. The - 
lynn family started from Crown Point, 
Lake county, Ind., about the 12th of May, 
1856, with the idea of finding a home in 
Iowa or Minnesota. Their outfit consisted 
of two covered wagons, with two yoke of 
oxen hitched to each; and they also had , 
twenty-five head of cows, besides quite a lot 
young stock. When they reached Dubuque 
and Jearned of the magnificent country in 
this part of Minnesota, the father decided to 
investigate, and, in company with John 
Whalen, he started ona Mississippi river 
boat for St. Anthony, with the under- 
standing that the family should meet him 
upon his return, at Rochester. The family 
accordingly proceeded with the teams and 
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stock, arriving at the appointed place four 
or tive days before the return of the father. 
At that time there was only one house at 
Rochester—a little 14x20 feet log cabin, 
which served the purpose of store, hotel, 
saloon, ete. When the father returned he told 
them that he had looked over Meeker county 
and had decided to locate here. They then 
started north, crossing the river at Monti- 
cello on the 4th of July, having to swim the 
stock, finally arriving and taking up land in 
this county, as above stated. Mr. Flynn at 
once began improvements and remained upon 
the farm until the time of his death, in June, 
1859. The family remained there until the 
time of the Indian outbreak, at which time 
the women folks went to Clearwater, where 
they remained a month or so. The boys 
remained here or returned immediately 
wet in their crop (for it was harvest time), 
and participate in the action against the 
Indians. Their house was not molested by 
the redskins, but served as a headquarters 
for all of the friends and neighbors south 
and west of them. 

John Flynn was a native of County Wa- 
terford, Treland, born in 1805, and was a 
gardener by profession in the old country 
About the year 1836 he emigrated to Amer- 
ica and lived for some timeat Buffalo, N. Y., 
whence he removed to Chicago. In the lat- 


ter city he married Miss Ann Lynch. From 
there he moved to Elgin, Ill, where he set- 


tled ona farm. Ile afterward made several 
removals previous to coming here, and wasat 
one time engaged in contracting on the Lake 
Shore & Michigan Southern railroad, in Indi- 
ana, just before starting for this locality. 


ELS ELOFSON is one of the pioneers 
) of Swede Grove township. Ile is a 
son of Elofson and Bertha Anderson, and 
Was born in Sweden on the 14th of June, 


INT Y, MINNESOTA. 


227 


1834. He came tothe United States with 
his mother in 1857, coming to Meeker 
county, Minn., direct, and filed a claim -on 
land on section 33. We later sold that place 
and now owns 240 acres on sections 26 and 
27, where he now lives. On the 31st of 
August, 1861, he was married to Miss Ellen 
Eckbom, a daughter of Andrew and Anna 
Eckbom, who was born in Sweden August 20, 
1841. Their union has been blessed with 
the following children—Edward N., born 
October 9,1862; Andrew N., born March 21, 
1864; William, born April 11, 1866; Betsy, 
born May 16, 1868; Anna, born 
26, 1869; Alice Gertha, born January 138, 
1876, and Fred, born November 18, 1880. 
Edward is in business at Grove City; An- 
drew N. is foreman ina storeat Paynesville ; 
and Betsy is adressmaker at Litchfield. The 
other children are at home. Myr. Elofson 
learned the carpenter’s trade before he left 
his native land. The first work he did in the 
United States was in that line, finishing a 
house fora Mr. Yates in the fall 
Being unable to speak English, Mr. Elofson: 
was made to understand what was wanted 
by signs, and when the job was finished he 
received his pay in flour, and was perfectly 
satisfied. 

The following spring he had hard work to 
find employment, but finally about six miles 
below St. Paul, he got a job of digeing a cel- 
lar, laying the walland foundation—his first 
mason work—and building the house. After 
finishing this he went to Carver and took 
charge of a widow’s farm for about a year 
and a half, when he again returned to his 
claim, but soon went back to Carver and for 
afew months was engaged in a_ furniture 
After his marriage he returned to his 
claim and his mother, his brother, Peter, and 
detsy, lived with him. 

Mr. Elofson took an active part in the 
Indian warfare and was present through all’ 
the Indian troubles. On the 17th of August, 
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1862, a meeting of some of the settlers was 
held at Mr. Elofson’s house for the purpose 
of raising three men to fill adraft, which had 
been made on the town of Swede Grove. At 
about ten o’clock in the morning hisneighbor 
Monson’s children came and informed them 
that the Indians were about and they were 
afraid to stay there. Upon learning this Mr. 
Monson and Swan Nelson went over to see 
what was the trouble and met the Indians, 
who were mounted, on the way. One of the 
red skins reached down and caught Nelson 
by the whiskers and pointed to the east, but 
he did not understand what they meant. 
They soon arrived at Elofson’s and the latter 
found that he was acquainted with several 
of the party. The Indians would not talk 
English but stated that they were on their 
way to the “Big Woods” for the purpose of 
killing some Chippewas, that had been kill- 
ing the whites. They then rode off and soon 
met an aunt of Mr. Elofson’s and frightened 
her by brandishing their knives, but offered 
no violence. After the murder of the Jones 
and Baker families the news of the outbreak 
spread very rapidly, and in the evening Mr. 
Elofson and Nels Hanson went to the scene 
of the murder where others had gathered 
before their arrival. There they Jearned the 
details of the affair and were told to come 
back the next morning and help bury the 
dead, which they did. While they were there 
nine Indians came in sight and several shots 
were exchanged, but no one was hurt. Mr. 
Elofson then returned to his home and helped 
to start his own and all neighboring families 
for Lake Ripley (now Litchfield); while he 
with acouple of others awaited developments. 
On the 22d they sitw Indians at a distance 
in pursuit of whites and decided that it 
was time for them to go to some place of 
safety. My. Elofson learned that his family 
‘had gone from Lake Ripley to Forest City, 
then Clearwater, and then St. Paul, and 
knowing they were safe he returned to 
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Forest City and participated in the organiza- 
tion of the “Home Guards.” Mr. Elofson 
was also at Forest City at the time it was 
attacked by the Indians, and took an active 
part in the defense. Mr. Elofson remained 
at Forest City until October, when, he in 
company with others, started out in search of 
stock and found considerable of it. <All of 
the houses in Grove City had been burned 
except two. Not having heard from his 
wife and child since the beginning of the 
outbreak, and not knowing where they were, 
he went to St. Paul to look themup. There 
he met a friend who informed him that they 
had gone to his wife’s parents at Carver, 
whither he went, and remained until the fol- 
lowing spring. Ile then worked at carpen- 
ter work until August, when he removed to 
Anoka. In February, 1864, he rented the 
farm where Litchfield is now located, and re- . 
mained there until fall, when he bought a 
house at Forest City, and lived there until 
the following spring, then returned to his 
farm, and has since made this his home. In 
January, 1870, he went to Sweden, and 
returned the following June, bringing 300 
emigrants with him; he was the first post- 
master in Swede Grove township and held 
the office for seven years. From 1872 to 
1876 he was in the agricultural implement 
business. Ife also spent about five months 
in the employ of the map publishing house 
of Warner & Foote. Mr. Elofson is a demo- 
erat in political matters, and has taken an 
active interest in all matters of a public 
nature. He has held various offices, includ- 
ing those of coroner, chairman of supervisors, 
school clerk, ete. 


ee re BY ot pee 


a‘IMOTHY DUNN, one of the earliest 
settlers of Meeker county, made a pre- 
emption claim on a part of section 3, Darwin 
township, in July, 1856, and upon that same 
piece of land makes his home at the present. 
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Ile was a native of County Tipperary, Ire- 
land, who had come to the free shores of 
America in 1847, landing at New York. 
After a few days spent in the metropolis of 
the western world, he went up the Hudson 
river to Rondout, New York, but a few 
weeks later came westward and settled at 
Milwaukee, Wis., where he labored for five 
years. About that time the gold excitement 
in California was at its height, and Mr. 
Dunn, then a young and vigorous man, 
started for that land of the sunset and 
passed three years of his life in that part of 
our country. 

Returning to the “States,” as it was 
termed in those days, Mr. Dunn then came 
to Meeker county, as stated above. He was 
one of the first settlers of Darwin township, 
and, it is believed, plowed the first furrow in 
that part of the county. His boy, Edmund, 
who died in 1862, was the first death in the 
township. The first season that Mr. Dunn 
was here he planted some potatoes, but says 
that the grasshoppers took them about as 
fast as they showed above the ground. 

In August, 1862, Mr. Dunn was assisting 
in stacking grain at the Widow Powers’ 
place, when he heard of the cowardly mur- 
ders at Acton and the first news of the 
Indian outbreak. Leaving at once, he 
found, on reaching his own place, that a 
notice was fastened upon the door of his 
cabin, warning him of his danger, and that 
the Indians were up for mischief. He ac- 
cordingly went to Forest City, and from 
there to Kingston, where he remained some 
three weeks. Going on, finally, to Minne- 
apolis, he there remained until October fol- 
lowing, when he returned to his farm. He 
found everything destroyed here, and had to 
commence forthwith to rebuild his place 
as from the very beginning. 

Mr. Dunn, was married July 4, 1861, to 
Miss Mary A. Deavey, who became the 


. 


mother’ of nine children, all of whom are 
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dead but two. The family are devotedly 
attached to the Roman Catholic Church, and 
fulfili their proper duties. In polities Mr. 
Dunn is a steady, warm-hearted democrat, 
and a good citizen. 
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G3 OPHIA C. PRATT is postmistress at 
RS) Greenleaf village, and also carries. an 
extensive stock of general merchandise. She 
is a native of Otsego county, N. Y. After 
receiving a thorough education, attending 
school in New York and Canada, she be- 
gan teaching school and followed that pro- 
fession for some time in Canada. On the 
17th of September, 1859, she came _ to 
Meeker county, Minn., with her sister, Eliza, 
the father having arrived here on the 
6th of June, 1859, they being among the 
early settlers, and she resumed her vocation 
as a teacher in her new home. She was one 
of the first teachers in the county, having 
held one term at the house of Mr. Cross, at 
Cedar Mills, as early as 1860. She was paid 
by subscription and “ boarded round.” When 
the Indian outbreak occurred she was teaching 
schoolat Greenleaf village. At an early day 
Miss Pratt clerked for W. H. Greenleaf. On 
November 80, 1886, Miss Pratt was ap- 
pointed postmistress at Greenleaf village, the 
office having become vacant through the 
resignation of her brother Iva, and since that 
time she has retained the position to the entire 
satisfaction of all the patrons of the office. 
Miss Pratt’s connection with the business in- 
terests of Greenleaf has been an active one, 
and she is prominently identified with the 
history of the southern part of the county. 
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i) ANIEL FLYNN, of Litchfield, is a 
son of John Flynn, who has already 


been mentioned in this department. Daniel 
is a native of Elgin, IL, born May 138, 153, 
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and came to Meeker county, with his parents, 
in 1856, when still a boy. Ie remained 
principally with the family until 1878. 
During the Indian troubles the family was 
taken to Clearwater, but Daniel, with others, 
remained to fight the redskins. In 1873, 
he rented out the old homestead and came 
to Litchfield. The following year, in 
company with his brother, Michael J., he 
engaged in the lumber trade and in the 
winter of 1875-6, they took up agricultural 
implements. Later they sold out their 
lumber business to W. H. Greenleaf. In 
1879 the firm purchased the Butler elevator, 
and since that time have carried on a very 
extensive business in grain and farm 
machinery. During the season of 1887 they 
handled over 175,000 bushels of wheat alone. 
In 1884 Mr. Flinn was elected sheriff of 
Meeker county, and held the office for three 
years. He has filled various other offices 
and was for several years one of the village 
aldermen, and has always taken an active 
interest in all matters affecting the welfare 
of his town or county. 

Mr. Flynn was united in marriage, Decem- 
ber 25, 1874, with Miss Mary A. McNamara, 
anative of Jefferson City, Mo. By this 
union there have been born a family of eight 
children, whose names are respectively— 
John Arthur, Daniel, Thomas, Michael, 
Francis, Louise, Mary and Elizabeth. 
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S LE AMUNDSON, a pioneer of Meeker 
county, who is now a resident of sec- 


tion 29, Litchfield township, is a native of 
Norway, born April 9, 1828, and a son of 
Amund and Bertha Christophdatter Olson, 
both of whom are dead. Ole came to Amer- 
ica in 1855, and afier living for two years in 
Nock county, Wis., came to Meeker county, 
Minn., arriving here in July, 1857. Ie first 
selected a timber claim on section 25, Acton 


| township, and he and Nels Danielson and 
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Amos Nelson Fosen proved up on their land 
together and then divided it, he retaining 
one forty-acre tract in the timber, and three 
forties on section 29, in what is now Litch- 
field township. After the close of the war 
he took an eighty-acre homestead, and five 
years later built the house on section 29, 
where he now lives. 

On the 10th of October, 1860, he was mar- 
ried to Oline Marie Syvertsdatter, who was 
born in Norway on the Sth of February, 
1832, and who died on the 27th of August, 
1883. She bore him seven children—Albert, 
born July 30, 1861; Betse, born January 4, 
1863; Syvert, born October 20, 1864, died 
October 6, 1865; Syvert, born March 21, 
1866; Johanne Marie, born August 9, 1869 ; 
Carl, born September 3, 1871; and Olaven, 
born October 3, 1873. 

At the time of the Indian outbreak Mr. 
Amundson was living on his original claim. 
He received the news of the beginning of 
the massacre from Mrs. Baker, widow of 
one of the murdered men, and another 
woman, who came to his house on Sunday, 
August 17, 1862. After assisting in the 
burial of the victims, he removed his family 
to Forest City, and assisted in building the 
stockade, living in the meanwhile in a house 
just outside of it. When the town was so 
suddenly attacked by the Indians, he lost no 
time in getting his family into the fort for 
refuge. When the danger seemed to have 
passed, he and several others went to Ever 
Jackson’s place to cradle wheat, taking 
with them Mrs. Ever Jackson and Mrs. 
IJelena Danielson, to keep house for them. 
They cradled wheat on one Saturday, and 
on Sunday went out and found the cattle, 
which had strayed off, and drove them into 
the yards. That night they noticed that the 
dogs were in a state of alarm all night, and 
it became evident that Indians. were prow]l- 
ing around. The next morning “Andrew 


 . Wyss 
ah se x Ay foot Se ? a . 


WEOR AM GME Y 


wee ee ee a 
Wie monet 207% Baw oe ban sont a 
‘puabowiad) fo Ca i prem | . 
od, prot hun -mddoyod | 
anvil fhaumegyatt arid 5m2 aA 19) AiO» 
oil sone silecmt LS naitiasno ise) | 
qave Ot Ta aeols wilt “od. -<fithen wtod bhi iY 
ov Suey .busizamod sion yidsin an dood of” 
Je uoitese no geno add slid dotal eniew ig 
ere ont oil aoilve iF 
gat ey? od OFST atadeiod to Ayyl ot aO wilt | ey eae aes 
ae aoe ea , br herein ager 
ent awe etiaharrend stiel£ otilO 01 bai. | A ay ote ¥ 
Jemidet Ww We ods cio qn ai ave | 7a + 
Aawant to MTR old no Pai onus: bis: Shar | mn § 
ML -—ieiis. 97d fiji evo! sorbic tent ie 
 Peerenal wed aeiobl.; het 08 vin lel fe ay ri o 
‘ froih a uty moro aff ery 1. ee, | rare)’ hie 
Sipe et (2rahenit, actod eerie 7 GOEl, 4 todatat) : foelt 
iin oF eWp2! 0 Late ARS Sin onifdst ;OOSEe 
| eh) Dee: ad wR eaden fem eepewl tae bes fa, bev 
toet oo toil) ieroud | doves) 168-49 % 
i An digo mnithnt ain i om: oft ph! erste sorte . 
ex aight Tah ant Seay con veritas lk . oy ublie, oink 
Aes dati tts: Mec! ys So wan oltre ol | oviiok mh a 
le Whi ase) el aaivii staieedain. of} | tno. age) 
wwdiony bas .oom feyshtings od! io sno | 
sabiare ie saps Bal.ay oppno OARF utTON 
es) i  Bnliaea wath S02] wh Testa A 
an ST eat air iet ou perey *a/ fe 10 linia 
Si adiftitnl ni beteesn ban 7) deal, oF 
Jae as Ream Lesh eA jt it oy ph gray la 
Te an giror any nen 311 ty 5hpniao | a 
enideol ol inital aa a hostyatid Ylaobhar 7 
tol s7Ot ls ini ‘lirsnd eli siting Bee ee 
A gy Q) bentesa rrnah ol) vod | 
WIL divi siniso linvaten hae a ‘oe - 
aided esha. othe 0) foidy atonal Ya 3 
aA bin ag@dobl, wrG. all neuf tic a pe ar Ce Natalia rg , 
UE et separ (ys ey aa | ivereeto eqeboth ; agit regeen at ee anos WR Py Bee f 
bite “ehh ane wo tioty holies yout : an oe ie: y re 0 ee 
lite ods tytito} hing 160 “Lita geile ’ eh O + Hs ne = i dy bas cae 7 : 
Osi ni yeasty Ite Th Penterte dough: Hoi ih ae or yore ae Serpe eee wy ‘itod 
roger dei ah 1H bode en ni emp ornd shaquivid wite baa ler a 
| ois dns cage at ti in gig orate eins tt ) 


7 


a 


Zz 


7 


corrals to salt the cattle, while Mr. Amund- 
son and Burger Anderson were engaged in 
grinding their cradles. Presently they 
heard five shots fired, and taking the two 
women with them, started to run for their 
lives. Finding that the women could not 
hold out, they secreted them in a thicket and 
then went on to Forest City. The next 
morning they returned with a squad of men 
and found the women still safely hid, but 
Olson had been killed and scalped. They 
buried him on the spot, but his remains were 
subsequently interred in the Ness cemetery. 

In the spring, after the outbreak, Mr. 
Amundson moved his family back to his 
farm. He has met with three disasters 
since, having his crops destroyed once by a 
hailstorm, and twice by the grasshoppers; 
but his untiring energy has enabled him to 
overcome all, and he now has a splendid 
farm of over 200 acres. His family are 
members of the Ness Norwegian Lutheran 
church, and he is sexton of the cemetery. 
It may be of interest to state in this connec- 
tion, that the State monument over the first 
-five massacre victims is located in this burial 
ground. 
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Cr B. VOSE, the present township 
clerk of Union Grove township, is an 


enterprising and respected farmer residing 
on section 22. Mr. Vose was born in Waldo 
county, Maine, on January 28, 18-40, and isa 
son of Edwin and Nancy J. (Custis) Vose. 
His mother died when he was eight years 
old, and for two years he lived with Daniel 
I[eriman, near Frankfort, Maine. He then 
went to Montville and lived with Samuel 
Dodge for four years, after which for eight- 
een months he worked for Ames Sprawl. 
He then went to Boston, Mass., where he 
Was apprenticed to George Robinson, to 
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Olson and Nels Danielson went over to the | learn the carpenter’s trade, remaining with 


him three years. He then worked at his 
trade for two years, when he hada_ serious 
fall while working on an ice house at Lin- 
field, Mass., which laid him up for six 
months. Whenhe had recovered sufficiently 
from his injuries he found employment driy- 
ing the horse cars between Chelsea and Dos- 
ton, which he followed fora year and a half. 
Tle then enlisted in Company H, Fiftieth 
Regiment, Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, 
for nine months’ service, and was mustered in 
on the 29th of September, 1862. After the 
expiration of his term of service he was mus- 
tered out on the 24th of August, 1865. He 
then went back to the horse cars, and served 
as conductor on the line between Roxbury 
and Boston for two years anda half. At 
the end of that time he came to Minnesota, 
and for one summer stopped at St. Joseph, 
Stearns county. Inthe fall of 1866 he came 
to Meeker county, and took a homestead on 
section 22, Union Grove township, and soon 
afterward spent two anda half months in the 
pineries. He then settled on his homestead, 
building a log cabin, but two months later: 
took his family to St. Joseph, Stearns county, 
and remained there four months. He then 
settled again upon his homestead and has 
since lived here, with the exception of one 
year spent in California. 

Mr. Vose was married on the 11th of Sep- 
tember, 1864, to Miss Sarah F.. Merrill, a 
daughter of John and Mary (Wilson) Merrill, 
who was born April 2,1848. Their marriage 
has been blessed with one child—Dessie Lynn 
Vose, who was born September 17, 1551. 
Mrs. Vose lost one brother, Charles F., in the 
first battle of Bull Run. She has three sisters 
living in Minnesota, and one in Maine, 
besides one brother in Maine and one in 
Ohio. Mr Vose lost one brother, Edwin, in 
the battle at Petersburg. 

Mr. Vose has taken an active interest in 
public affairs, and has been closely identilied 
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with official business of the township. He 
has held various offices, including the follow- 
ing: supervisor, one year; constable, eight 
years ; school clerk ten years, and town clerk 
since 1854. 


AMES PETER BERG, of Acton township, 

is anative of Denmark, and was born on 
the 29th of December, 1544. His parents 
were Hans Peter and Mary Berg ; the father 
died in Denmark in 1870 and the mother 
is still living in his native land. James 
Peter came to the United States in 1865, 
and first stopped at Chicago, where he was 
employed in a lumber yard for several weeks. 
He then went to Dakota county, Minn. 
where he remained until the spring of 1867, 
and then settled in Acton township, Meeker 
county, having previous to this time taken a 
homestead on section 34, in that township, 
where he still lives. He was a poor man 
when he came to America, in fact was 
almost penniless, but by thrift and economy 
he has accumulated a fine property. He 
now has 172 acres of land and a great deal 
of it is under a high state of cultivation. Ile 
has excellent farm buildings, an abundance 
of farm machinery, and has considerable 
valuable stock gathered about him. 

Mr. Berg was married on the 23d_ of 
October, 1869, to Miss Helena Sophia Maria 
Thompson, a native of Denmark, born April 
10, 1850. She came to Meeker county, in 
1869, with Nels Kk. Brown and worked for 
different parties until her marriage. 
parents came to the United States in 1877 
and are now living in big Stone county, 
Minn. The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Berg 
has been blessed with the following named 
children: Ilansina Maria, born October 12, 
1870; Thomas, born March 27, 1873; Karo- 
line, born June 13, 1875; Jennie Sophia, 
born February 13, 1878 ; Hans Peter, born 
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June 15, 1880; Dagmar Anneta, born Febru- 
ary 13, 1883; and Rose Marinda, born 
August 15, 1885. The family are members 
of the Norwegian Lutheran church. In 
political matters, Mr. Berg acts independent 
of party lines or party ties. 


LY EUBEN S. HERSHEY, proprietor of 
aN the “Fairview Stock and Dairy 
Farm,” in Greenleaf township, is a lineal 
descendant of the Swiss Mennonites of that 
name who first settled in Lancaster county, 
Pa., in 1719. Reuben Tershey was born in 
Lancaster county, and was reared on the 
farm with his parents, Martin and Elizabeth 
Hershey. After reaching manhood he was 
engaged for a time in the forwarding and 
commission business, and in 1872 he came 
to Meeker county, Minn., and bought his 
present farm property in Greenleaf town- 
ship. In 1873 he purchased the James HI. 
Morris interest in the Litchfield flouring 
mills, retaining the interest about three 
years, remodeling the mill and giving it a 
reputation second to none in this part of 
the State. After his retirement from the 
milling business, he began devoting all his 
time, energy and talents to the stock and 
dairy business and the improvement of his 
beautiful farm home. The farm consists of 
about 1,000 acres, but a goodly portion is 
tenanted, Mr. Hershey’s attention being for 
the most part given to his stock and. dairy 
interests. Ile operates a dairy on the place, 
the butter of which always commands an 
advance in price over the best creamery but- 
ter generally on the market. Mr. Ilershey 
has in the past suffered some heavy losses 
through grasshopper ravages and hailstorms, 
yet he has taken but few backward steps, 
and to-day “ Fairview” is justly regarded as 
one of the most beautiful and most valuable 
farms in this portion of Minnesota. 
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OHN ESBJORNSSON is one of the most 
“J prominent lumber merchants, and is also 
one of the first settlers of Litchfield. Ie 
arrived at Litchfield on the 28th of June, 
1869, coming as far as Smith Lake, then the 
end of the railroad, on a train, and walking 
from there to Litchfield. At that time the 
site of the village only contained one black- 
smith shop, and the site of the present depot 
was covered with a wheatfield. 

In August, 1869, in company with C. Peter- 
son, he engaged in the lumber trade, start- 
ing the first lumber yard in the village. The 
following winter the firm was dissolved, and 
Mr. Esbjornsson engaged in the wheat trade. 
This he followed until the fall of 1887. In 
1876 he bought out S. W. Leavitt’s lumber 
yard, and has since continued in that busi- 


ness, handling sash, doors, blinds and every- . 


thing pertaining to that line of trade. Mr. 
Esbjornsson bas taken an active interest in 
public matters, has been elected alderman a 
nuinber of times, and at present is the mayor 
of the village, having been elected to that 
position in the spring of 1888. 

Mr. Esbjornsson is a native of Sweden, 
where he was born January 30, 1845. His 
younger days were spent upon a farm, and 
his earlier education was that afforded by 
common schools, but when he was twenty- 
two he took a course in an agricultural col- 
lege. Shortly after this he decided to come 
to America, and from that time until his emi- 
gration, in 1869, he devoted his time to edu- 
cating himself in the English language. Ile 


i i ies Smig en : 
Was married in 1879 to Miss Eureea A. [o- 


senquist, of Meeker county. 


OHN A. QUICK, one of the energetic 
citizens of Collinwood township, is 
engaged in carrying on farming operations 
on lot 5, section 20. He is the son of Elijah 
and Phoebe (Clark) Quick, and was born 
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in Grayson county, Ky., August 24, 1838, 
but when he was about a year old his parents 
emigrated to Perry county, Ind., where 
they died. Our subject worked at home on 
his father’s farm, and his educational faeili- 
ties were extremely limited. He obtained 
but five months’ attendance upon a subscrip- 
tion school, but diligent study and an 
extended course of reading have given him 
an excellent education, which is altogether 
selfacquired. On attaining his majority he 
went back to Kentucky, and for several] 
years was employed in various laborious busi- 
nesses. He finally returned to Indiana and 
rented a piece of land and put in a crop. 
While here, June 29, 1862, he was wedded. 
to Miss Margaret Waggoner, who was born 
in Frankfort, Germany, February 27, 1541, 
and daughter of William and Elizabeth 
(Haydener) Waggoner. He then purchased 
the homestead of his mother, and carried on 
farming until December, 1863, when he 
enlisted in Company L, Thirteenth Indiana 
Cavalry, and participated in the engage- 
ments at Huntsville, Murfreesboro, Franklin, 
Nashville and Mobile, and in many of the 
raids, skirmishes and expeditions. For over 
thirty-seven days they were in the saddle 
constantly on one raid, and they had several 
of them. Ife was mustered out ser- 
vice, blacksmith, in December, 1865, 
and for a short time after followed that 
trade in Indiana. He then sold out and 
came to Minnesota, settling in McLeod 
county in 1866, where he lived two years 
and then came to Meeker county. Jie has 
held various township oftices, and also that 
of notary public and county coroner, tle 
taught school somewhat after coming here, 
and holds two teacher's certificates now. He 
is a zealous Methodist in religion, a licensed 
exhorter and has held the office of church 
steward and class-leader for several veurs. 
[le is the parent of the following children— 
Lucy Jane, who was born October 2, 1863, 
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but died July 4, 1864; Mary Magdalene, 
born September 25, 1867, now Mrs. Herbert 
Quick, of Fort Ripley, Morrison county, this 
State, her marriage having taken place 
November 18, 1886, and she is the mother of 
one child, Ernest Clyde, born March 18, 
1888; Andrew Jackson, born March 31, 
1869, died January 4, 1873; Rebecca Jane, 
born August 14, 1571, died the following Oc- 
tober 20; Sarah Elizabeth, born February 24, 
1876; Phoebe Catherine, born August 5, 
1878; and Effie Josephine, born July 16,1881. 

Mr. Quick has the reputation of making 
the best svrup manufactured in Meeker and 
McLeod counties. Ile began the manufacture 
of cane syrup in 1884 and has continued it 
ever since. He has one of Cook’s improved 
evaporators and other necessary machinery, 
and with his skill and management his pro- 
ducts in this line are second to none manu- 
factured in the State. In the fall of 1884 he 
made over 600 gallons, 12 pounds to the gal- 
lon; in the fall of 1885, 1,600 gallons, weigh- 
ing from 12 to 13 pounds to the gallon; and 
in the fall of 1886 about 1,200 gallons of the 
same weight. In the fall of 1887 he only 
manufactured about 600 gallons, as his work 
was delayed on account of sickness. 
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ATRICK CASEY. Prominent among 
<“ the old pionecrs of Meeker county 
that still remain here is the gentleman whose 
name heads this personal memoir, | IIe is a 
native of County Tipperary, Ireland, and was 
born in March, 1816, being baptized on the 
12th of that month. He was reared in the 
Emerald Isle and there made his home until 
the sad and eventful year of 1848, when, 
with a laudable desire to better his condition, 
he came to this country, landing at the port 
of New York on the 22d of January, 1549. 
After a short stay in the metropolis he 
removed to Allegheny county, Pa., where he 


- 


MEEKER COUNTY, MINNESOTA. 


“no 


remained some six years, and where he was 
married July 8, 1851, to Miss Hannorah 
MeRaith: Leaving the “Keystone State” inthe 
spring of 1856, he came west’ to Manitowoe, 
Wis., and from there by way of Chicago, to 
Dubuque, Iowa, and from there by steam- 
boat to St. Paul. There he met Captain 
Hayden, with his corps of surveyors, William 
and Michael O’Brien and Patrick Condon, 
and the whole party, in the month of May 
started in a bee line for Meeker county. 
With them was one ox team, the wagon 
being loaded with four barrels of flour 
belonging to Hayden. On the Ist of June, 
the little party struck the Big Woods and 
for sixteen days they struggled through the 
thirty-five miles that lay between them and 
their destination, .reaching Kingston on 
the 16th of June, 1856. Two days later Mr. 
Casey took his claim on section 33, Darwin 
township, where he now lives, and which 
has been his home ever since, except during 
the Indian troubles. 

Putting up a cabin for himself and assist- 
ing the others to do the same, he paid Cap- 
tain Hayden thirty-five to dollars plow up 
an acre of ground for him, so that he could 
hold the claim. He then returned to Penn- 
sylvania, where he had left his family, but 
hearing that his claim had been * jumped,” 
he returned to his land and found that Cap- 


' tain Havden’s brother-in-law had laid claim 


to the land, but no one was occupying it at 
the time. He took up his residence in his 
humble cabin to guard the place, but found 
trouble. He and Patrick Condon 
“batched” in Condon’s shanty, where they 
had plenty of provisions, and spent that win- 
ter. In the spring Mr. Casey sent for lis 
family, and waited in St. Paul for them. On 
their arrival he brought his wife and three 
children to this county, they arriving here 
May 9, 1857. That year he raised but a lew 
potatoes, and in 1858 he bought a few bush- 


els of wheat, which he sowed and had to 
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thrash with a flail, From a bushel and a 
half, which he sowed upon an acre of ground 
which he broke, he harvested over forty 
bushels. 

On the evening of the 18th of August, 
1862, our subject heard of the Indian out- 
break that had commenced that day, and 
immediately took his family to Forest City, 
and two days later to Clearwater, stopping 
several times on his way, and from the last 
place sent the family on to Minneapolis, and 
returned to look after the stock. He found 
allin good shape but one steer, and gathering 
them together, drove off some twenty-seven 
head, leaving six cows with John Peiffer to 
keep for him. Going to Minneapolis, he did 
not return here until the spring of 1865, 
when he again took up his abode on his farm. 
He got about $300 from the State to indem- 
nify him for his losses, which helped give him 
a new start. 

Mr. and Mrs. Casey are the parents of 
twelve children, of whom the following is the 
record — Bridget, born April 16,1853; Mary, 
whose birth took place August 31, 1854; Pat- 
rick, born April 18, 1856; Daniel, born April 
3, 1858; John, born March 24, 1861; Ed- 
mund, born December 24, 1862; Margaret, 
born August 20, 1865; Thomas, born Janu- 
ary 20, 1867; Ellen, born February 8, 1869 ; 
Hannorah, born June 27, 1870; Joanna, born 
May 14, 1872; and James, born February 9, 
1874. 

The family are devout members of the 
Roman Catholic church. Mr. Casey is in 
politics a democrat, and has held the offices 
of chairman of the town board and town 
treasurer, 
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ILS DANIELSON, deceased, was a 
} respected citizen and an old settler 
in the western part of the county. The 
township of Danielson was so named in 
honor of him. He came to this country 
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with his parents in 1855, and first settled in 
tock county, Wis. They moved from there 
to Meeker county, Minn., in 1857, in com- 
pany with Ixittel Haraldson, Ole Amundson 
and Gilbert Zackson. They first settled in 
the town of Acton, and, in 1863, Nils 
Danielson took his homestead on section 2, 
town of Danielson, and was the first settler 
in the township, andthe town was afterward 
named in honor of him. Nils Danielson died 
in 1869. The widow and_ six children 
survive him, all living in this county. There 
are four boys and two girls : the eldest, Helen, 
is married to E. Evenson, of the town of 
Greenleaf: the next eldest, Mary, is married 
to Ole K. Nelson, of the town of Danielson. 
Then comes D. N. Danielson, who is 
mentioned elsewhere. The next eldest is 
Henry, who is married, and lives in the town 
of Cedar Mills. The next is Hans, who isa 
single man, and lives with Daniel. The 
youngest, Anthony, also single, lives on the 
old homestead with his mother. 

As will be seen, the family were here at 
the time of the Indian outbreak. The father 
took an active part in the whole of it; was 
one of the band who went on the night 
of the 17th of August to Acton, where Jones, 


Baker and the others were murdered. Nils 
Danielson started out in company with 


Andrew Olson, to their respective farms, on 
the morning when Olson was shot by the 
Indians, and the two were only about fifty 
rods apart when Olson fell. 
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ETER JOHNSON. Among the citizens 
MS" of Meeker county who owe their pres- 
ent adequate fortunes entirely to their own 
ability and labor, there is probably none more 
widely or more favorably known than the gen- 
tleman whose name heads this sketch. He is 
a resident of the village of Dassel, where he 
has large interests, prominent among which 
are his loan and real estate business, a lum- 
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ber yard, his connection with the woolen 
mill, and, greatest of all, the Tile Stove Man- 
ufactory, the product of Which is destined to 
sipersede, to some extent in this country, 
the old, unsightly iron stoves of the present. 

Mr. Jolnson is a native of Sweden, born 
December 13, 1840, and the son of coe ia 
and John Olson, of Collinwood township. 
When w young man _ he learned the tailor’s 
trade, and followed that avocation in his 
native land until 1864. Perceiving the 
impossibility of acquiring any start in life in 
that country, he determined to seek in the 
New World the fortune denied him at home, 
und accordingly crossed the stormy Atlantic, 


and coming directly west, worked at his 
trade in Chicago, Ill., Memphis, Tenn., and 


aul, Minn., remaining in the latter city 
until 1867. Leaving there, that year, he 
traveled on foot tosee the country, and on 
his arrival in Collinwood township, this 
county, took up a homestead on section 12, 
and commenced its improvement. He lived 
upon this place, engaged in the avocation 
of a farmer, until 1878, when he sold out 
and removed to Dassell, and opened his loan 
and real estate office. From this time on he 
has been identified with the growth and 
development of the town and county, and 
has grown in wealth and influence with them, 
and to-day is one of the leading spirits inall 
enterprises that advance the interests 
property of Dassell. 

Mr. Johnson, while a resident of St. Paul, 
was united in marriage with Miss Johanna 
Swanson, a native of Sweden. The ceremony 
which united them took place May 28, 1868, 
in the German Lutheran chureh, then on 
Ninth street. 

No one citizen has been more prominently 
identified with the growth and development 
of the eastern part of Meeker county, than 
has Mr. Johnson, and every enterprise, cal- 
culated to benefit either town or county, has 
always received his hearty aid and encour- 
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agement. He is a manof the strictest honor 
and integrity, and justly merits the high 
esteem in which heis held. We takes an ac- 
tive interest in political matters, being a 
staunch Republican, and is one of the leaders 
of that party in the locality in which he lives, 
and as such is well known throughout this 
part of the State. Mr. Johnson was one of 
| the delegates from this congressional district, 
in 1888, to the national convention at Chica- 
A portrait of him will be found else- 
where in this ALBum. 


CS ROVE CITY can boast of 
class of business men as 
of its size in Minnesota, and prominent 
among them is C. C. Rerran, the subject of 
this sketch. Tle, like many of the citizens 
of the State, is a native of Norway, born 
March 21, 1849, and a son of Clement and 
Anna Reitan. JReared in hisnative land, he 
there received the elements of his education, 
and remained there until 1870, when, at the 
age of twenty-one, he crossed the ocean to 
the New World, to hew out his own fortune, 
bringing with him the honesty of purpose, 
the perseverance and the thrift so common 
to his countrymen. He came direct to Min- 
nesota on his arrival on Columbia’s shore, 
and locating in Rice county, near Northfield, 
worked for a farmer there for some four 
years. Ile then went to Minneapolis, and 
for nearly as long aperiod was employed as 
a clerk in the grocery store of A. C. 
IHIaugen. A trip to his native land at the 
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close of that engagement followed; and 
while there was united in marriage, July 
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10, 1877, with Miss Karen Kinseth, the sister 


of Mrs. A. C. Haugen, the cashier of the 
Seandia Bank of Minneapolis. She was 
born September 19, 1852. He, with his 


young wife, returned to this country, arriv- 
ing in Minneapolis on the 13th of August, 
1879. Resuming: his old place with Mr. 
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Haugen, he remained until November fol- 
lowing, When he came to Grove City and 
opened a general merchandise store in con- 
nection with Mr. Haugen. This partnership 
lasted three years, and then he purchased 
the interest of his partner. Two years later 
John Christensen became a member of the 
firm, and the business is still carried on by 
them. Their building is a very fine one 
and well filled with a well assorted stock of 
goods. The firm built an elevator of 50,000 
bushels capacity, which they also operated 
for two years, after which they sold it to 
the Northwestern Elevator Co. In 1885 
Mr. Reitan made another trip to Europe for 
his health, during which he visited Eng- 
land, France, Belgium, Germany, Norway 
and Sweden. His parents came to the 
United States in 1887, and now make their 
home with him. 

Mr. and Mrs. Reitan are the parents of 
five children, of whom the following is the 
record—Conrad Ulfred-C., born June 17, 
1879; Louis, born April 17, 1881; Gustaf 
Arthur, born July 19, 1883; Ludwig 
Christian, born June 30, 1885; and Beatha 
Susanna, born October 20, 1886. 


[JETER KEILTY, a highly respected 
~ farmer and stock-raiser, residing on sec- 
tion 28, Forest Prairie township, was born in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, on the 20th of September, 
1847, and is the son of William and Bridget 
Keilty, who were natives of Ireland. The 
family were among the earliest settlers in the 
township, the father having cut his own road 
to his homestead on section 84, which he 
+took-in 1864. The parents lived heve for 
inany years, then went to Kansas, but re- 
turned, and are now living in the township. 
Peter Keilty spent his school days, receiv- 
ing a good education, in Kentucky and Ilh- 
nois, his parents having removed to the latter 
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State in 1863. They remained there for sev- 
eral years, one of which was spent in the city 
of Chicago, and they then went to Berrien 
county, Mich., where they remained until 
coming to Meeker county, Minn., in 1866. 
The most of the life of our subject has been 
devoted to farming, although there have 
been some exceptions. For two years he 
was on the Northern Pacific Railroad as a 
cook, and he also spent some time in lumber- 
ing. He also for some time was in Colorado. 

Mr. Keilty was married at Forest City on 
the 7th of January, 1883, to Miss Gertrude 
Thissen, a native of Minnesota and a daughter 
of Peter Thissen, a farmer of Forest Prairie 
township. Their marriage has been blessed 
with two children, named Josie and Bernard. 

In political matters Mr. Keilty affiliates 
with the republican party. Thefamily are 
members of the Catholic Church. Ie has a 
comfortable home and good farm, and de- 
votes his time and attention to stock-raising 
and to diversified farming. 


toy 


a EANDER L. WAKEFIELD. One of the 
XX first pioneers of Meeker county, and 
one who has always been identified with its 
interests, is the gentleman named above, who 
first made his appearance here in November, 
1856, and settled upon section 18, Forest City 
township. He is now a resident of the 
village of Forest City, the old county seat, 
whose glory has departed since the incep- 
tion of Litchfield. 

Mr. Wakefield is a native of the town of 
Gardiner, Kennebec county, Me., born Octo- 
ber 22, 18338. 

Ife received his education, and was reared 
in the “Old Pine Tree State,” and as he 
erew to manhood engaged in lumbering in 
that locality, and followed that business until 
some twenty-three years of age, when he 
came to Minnesota, and Meeker county. 
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He adopted farming on coming here, which 
has been his chief occupation eversince. He 
has filled several of the town offices, the 
chief ones being those of supervisor and con- 
stable. He isalways interested in educational 
matters, being for several yeurs a member of 
the school board. 

Our subject has been twice married, the 
first time to Miss Lois Sturtevant, also a 
native of Maine, who died. August 26, 1876, 
leaving seven children—W illiam Edwin, who 
married Miss Addie Peters, and is living in 
Forest City; Theron A., who married Miss 
Flora Taylor, and lives in Litchfield; Sarah 
R., Mrs. Seth Burdick, living in Forest City ; 
Mary E., John R., Luella L., and Leander L. 
April 15, 1878, Ma. Waketield contracted a 
second matrimonial alliance, with Mrs. Ruth 
FE. Smith, a native of the State of Maine. 


During the Indian outbreak Mr. Wake- 
field had quitean experience. He and Will- 
iam Marble had engaged to take a quantity 
of flour from Forest City to the Yellow 
Medicine Agency, and when within half a 
mile of the Minnesota river and eight miles 
below the agency, camped for the night, 
sleeping under their wagons. 

About two o'clock in the morning they 
were awakened by two Frenchmen who had 
fortunately escaped the murderous Sioux at 
theagency and on account of the dense fog 
had Jost their way. From the Frenchman’s 
limited knowledge of the English language 
they were unable to learn the particulars, 
and determined to investigate the matter. 
They yoked the oxen, intending to proceed to 
the ferry, then in charge of a Mr. Brown. 
When on their way to the ferry their atten- 
tion was attracted by two horsemen, riding 
ata rapid rate. On noticing the teams the 
horsemen turned out of their course, accosted 
Mr. Wakefield and Mr. Marble, saying, 
“Turn back, if you want to save your scalps; 
the Indians are killing the whites at sight, at 


| 
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the agency.” After giving this information 
they continued their flight to the lower 
agency. Withinan hour they were captured 
by the Indians. | 

Providentially, one of the men, Mr. Blair, 
escaped through the mercy of some friendly 
Indians. The fate of the other was unknown, 
Obeying the order given, Mr. Wakefield and 
Mr. Marble turned back, down to a ravine, 
unloaded their flour and started toward 
Forest City, traveling the distance of seventy 
miles in twenty-four hours. Finding his 
house deserted, his family having gone away 
for safety, he proceeded to the village. 
After caring for his family, he rolled himself 
in his blanket and slept for nearly forty- 
eight hours. He then was employed by 
Judson A. Stanton to take the merchandise 
out of his store to Minneapolis, and then 
joined his family. 


N=] ELSON J. MARCH is a native of Ack- 
y2 worth, Sullivan county, N. Il., and 
was born in 1828. Heisason of George and, 
Iannah (Nelson) March, the former of whom 
was born in Londonderry, N. H., and the 
latter in Georgetown, Mass. They were 
married in 1808 and a year later settled in 
Ackworth, where they spent the balance of 
their days, Mr. March dying about the first 
of the year 1832, and his widow in 1850. 
Nelson J. remained at home with his par- 
ents until he was about sixteen years of age, 
at which time he went to Boston, where he 
spent some six years. From there he re- 
moved to New York city, where he made 
his home until 1852, in which year he emi- 
erated to Hlinois, where he was in the em- 
ploy of a railroad company, and had his 
headquarters in the cities of Springfield and 
Bloomington. In August, 1855, witha view 
to the betterment of his financial condition, 
he came to Minnesota, and followed the trade 
of carpenter at St. Paul. In the summer 
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of 1861, and through the following fall 
and winter, the subject of our sketch was 
engaged in recruiting men to fill various 
Minnesota regiments, at the front and in the 
process of organization, and continued in 
this employment until July, 1862, when 
he was appointed deputy provost marshal of 
the second district, and served in that capac- 
ity until released from duty in July, 1865. 
Mr. March then engaged in the market gar- 
dening business on some seven acres of ground 
in St. "Paul, and remained in that city until 
1867, when, having purchased a tract of 160 
acres of wild land in the town of Cedar Mills, 
this county, he came here and broke a part 
of it, and got it ready for seeding. In the 
fall he returned to St.Paul, where he spent part 
of the winter in getting ready for removal. 
In January, 1868, Mr. March moved his 
household goods and belongings to this farm 
where he made his home until 1874, when 
having been elected to the office of sheriff of 
the county he removed to Litchfield, on tak- 
ing up the duties of that position. He was 
reclected at the expiration of his term of 
office, and served, in all, four years, in a very 
satisfactory manner. About 1876, our sub- 
ject disposed of his farm in Cedar Mills, but 
shortly after invested in 240 acres on section 
30 of the same town, which he owned until 
1885. In 1880, however, he took up a tree 
claim in Spink county, Dak., and bought 
lots in the village of Mellette. In 1885 he 
purchased 80 acres on section 1, Litchfield 
township, which he now cultivates. In 1862 
Mr. March married Miss Mary &. Morrison, 
who was born in Bradford, N. H., in 1842, 
und is the daughter of Moses and Mary 
(Cressey) Morrison, representatives of two of 
the oldest families of the “ Old Granite State.” 
Her parents settled at St. Anthony, Minn., 
in 1855, buta year later removed to St. Cloud, 
Where Mr. March and Miss Morrison were 
married. By this marriage there have been 
born five childvren—Frank M., born October 
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Nelson D., born February 26, 1866; 
leases K., July 26, 1868 ; Charles Il. Cie. 
ber 20, 1870; and Mary N., July 1, 1874. 
Mr. March is a member of the city council of 
Litchfield, and of Frank Daggett Post, No. 
35, G. A. R., and of the Masonite fraternity : 
having joined the latter order in St. Paul in 
1857. 

Mr. March has been a prominent and 
active public man wherever he has lived. 
In the spring of 1858 he was appointed as- 
sessor of the third ward in the city of St. 
Paul; in the spring of 1859 was appointed 
market master for one year by the common 
council of St. Paul; in June, 1862, was ap- 
pointed enrolling agent of Dakota county, 
Minn., by Governor Ramsey. These positions 
all came to him unsolicited, as was also the 
case with his appointment as provost marshal. 
Mr. March was engaged at “enrolling” in 
Dakota county when he first learned of the 
Indian outbreak. 


29 


a ide 


863: 
$63; 1 


OHN DUCKERING. Among the older 


residents of the county, and reliable, 
trusted citizens, may be found the subject of 
this sketch, who is a resident of section 22, 
Ellsworth township, where he settled Sily 
5, 1865, and where he is devoting a large 
share of his attention to the rearing of Nor- 
man and English Shire horses, high-bred Dur- 
ham and Shortborn cattle, and also sheep. 
IIe has some imported stock of the very best 
strains, that represent a large outlay of cash 
capital. Of late years the celebrated Cots- 
wold sheep have been his favorite, although 
formerly doing much with the fine-wool or 
Merinos. He sold, during the year 1884, of 
his surplus stock some 81,500 worth. lis 
English Shire horse is claimed to be as fine 
a one as there is in the State, and, with one 
exception, the only one in the county. Ie 
has now some 848 acres of excellent land, a 
large share of which is under tillage. 
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Mr. Duckering was born in Apley, Lincoln- 
shire, England, September 11, 1819, hence is 
nearly the same age as Queen Victoria. Ie 
is the son of John and Elizabeth (Semper) 
Duckering, the former a native of Horsing- 
ton and the Jatter of Bucknell, England. The 
great-grandfather of our subject was born in 
Denmark and died in England, and all of the 
ancestors on his father’s side died in the same 
house, and lie in the same cemetery. John 
Duckering, the father of our subject, was 
a whig in politics, and a Christian member 
of the Church of England. Ile was the par- 
ent of but three children—Marvy, Elizabeth 
and John. The two girls are still residents 
of “Old Albion,” living in the city of Lin- 
coln. John Duckering came to the United 
States alone in 1842, and first located in 
Troy, Walworth county, Wis., after a short 
stay in Milwaukee. He remained there sev- 
eral years, and then removed to Dodge coun- 
ty, in the same State, and there made his 
home for the term of seven years. While 
there he was united in marriage with Miss 
Maria Bean, October 22, 1846. She is the 
daughter of John K. and Maria Bean, who 
had a family of eight children—Louisa, Will- 
iam, Betsey, Charley, Elizabeth, Maria, John, 
and one that died in infancy. Mrs. D. is ¢ 
native of Clinton county, N. Y., and is the 
mother of twelve children, four of whom are 
dead. Those living are—Mary E., Charles 
H., John, Adam, Duane H., Maria L., Flora 
B., William C. and Warren W. Those de- 
ceased are—Dora, born in 1861, died Sep- 
tember 13, 1886, the wife of James Lemon; 
Frederick V., born March 29, 1859, died Feb- 
ruary 25, 1864; and William and Wills, 
twins, born in 1865, who died in infancy. 


QR)NE OF THE LEADING and most 
prominent farmers in Meeker county, 


is J]. J. Lasuer, a resident of section 4, Cedar 
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Mills township. He was born in Switzer- 
land on the 22d of August, 1882. When he 
was six months old his parents came to the 
United States and settled in Philadelphia, 
where they died when the subject of this 
sketch was eight years old. H. J. then 
went to Jersey City, where heremained until 
he was eleven years of age. From there he 
went to Dryden, N. Y., and was adopted by 
Albert Phillips, with whom he remained 
until he was fifteen vears of age. At that 
time he went to Homer, N. Y., and learned 
the tinner’s and coppersmith’s trade, serving 
until twenty-one. He followed this business 
for years afterward in various cities throuch- 
out New York. 

While at Marathon, N. Y., on May 
15, 1854, he was married to Catherine J. 
Topping, of Dryden, N.Y. They remained 
there until 1859, when they came to Meeker 
county, Minn., and located on section 12, 
Cedar Mills township, having an interest in 
a claim taken by his wife’s father, Mr. Top- 
ping. He also claimed land on section 4, 
and in 1861 moved on to the latter claim. 
For a time they lived in an Indian tepee, then 
in the stable, and finally when their house 
was ready for occupancy they moved into it 
December 31, 1861. There they were living 
when the Indian outbreak began. As a full 
history of this matter is given in another 
department, it will only be necessary to 
briefly refer to Mr. Lasher’s personal move- 
ments during those trying times. On Mon- 
day morning, August 18, 1862, he learned 
of the massacre at Acton, and sent his family 
to section 12, where his wife’s brother-in-law, 
D. B. Peek, lived, while he started to notify 
the settlers in Greenleaf. He found thei 
all gone and he made his way down to 
Peck’s. The same day his family returned 
to his farm and he remained to help Peck 
harvest. Thursday he was notified of firing 
near his farm and went to Cedar Mills to get 
some one to accompany him for his family, 
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but no one would venture, so he went alone. 
On reaching the farm he met some twenty 
parties who had started from Forest City to 
bury those killed at Acton, but they had 
been chasing Indians into Kandiyohi county 
and had made their way back this far in the 
nicht. Mrs. Lasher got supper and break- 
fast for them and they then started for For- 
est City. The family returned. to Cedar 
Mills, and Peck, with his team, hauled 1,600 
pounds of flour and other provisions from the 
farm to the same place. When they got 
there they found some eight or ten families 
“@athered from the surrounding country, all 
bent on fleeing for safety, but after some talk 
it was decided to build fortifications and 
remain, While they were talking, Dr. Earl, 
from Beaver Falls, Renville county, came 
up and stated that all were killed in his 
neighborhood except a very few, and that his 
three boys were wandering on the prairie 
somewhere southwest of them. Mr. Lasher 
and L. 8. Weymouth started out and soon 
found and brought in the boys. They had 
met three Indians on the prairie who had 
passed through Greenleaf and Cedar, and 
had given them food and traded guns with 
them. These Indians they recognized as 
Little Crows. When Lasher and Wey- 
mouth got back, however, all the rest had 
fled. They were soon overtaken and 
brought back. Mr. Lasher was appointed 
captain, and they decided to fortify “the 
Point” in Cedar Lake and remain there until 
the trouble was over. Weymouth and 
Lasher stood guard at the crossing by the 
mill, On Wednesday a party of thirty or 
forty refugees from Yellow Medicine county 
came up, accompanied by the friendly 
Indian, ‘ Other Day.” With them was a 
Mr. Garvey, who had been wounded, and 
who died the following day at Mr. Lasher’s 
louse. Thursday all the new-comers left for 
* safer place, and a few days later the 
* Point” was evacuated, and all the settlers 
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went to Ilutchinson, through the advice of 
“Other Day,” Mr. Lasher and several others 
returned to the farm to care for the grain, Mrs 
Lasher, Miss C. Jewett and Mrs. Geo. Wills 
accompanying them to do the cooking. 
While there Strouts’ company came through 
from Minneapolis on their way to Acton, 
and the next morning were surprised by the 
Indians, and routed and returned to Hutch- 
inson. The others also went back exeept 
Mr. Lasher and Frank Jewett, who remained 
upon a hill till they saw the Indians passing 
east and west, when they also started for 
Hutchinson, and met a party in search of 
them. The following day the Indians made 
the attack on Hutchinson. The next day 
Lasher and Weymouth returned to Cedar 
Mills and set loose all the stock. They 
found the mill running, it having been started 
by the Indians, who had stolen all the flour. 
They returned to Hutchinson, and the next. 
day Mr. Lasher organized a company, went 
back and repaired the mill and ground some 
flour for the settlers, who were sadly in need 
of it. Shortly after this a portion of the 
Third Minnesota Regiment, under command 
of Major Welch, came through, and Mr. 
Lasher joined them as a scout, and remained 
in the service with Gen. H. H. Sibley for 
three years and a half, participating in all its 
expeditions and battles, being in the engage- 
ments at Wood Lake and Lae gui Parle, ete. 
At the latter place they captured a number 
of Indians, thirteen of whom were after- 
ward hung at Mankato. 

During this time, Ma. Lasher’s family had 
returned to the old home in New York. In the 
fall of 1864 they returned to Hutchinson, and 
in the following summer again settled on the 
farm. In 1869 Mr. Lasher removed to 
Litchfield, where he followed his trade until 
1881, when they again settled upon the farm, 
and have since remained there. While in 
Litchtield My. Lasher took an active interest 
in band matters, and was leader of that 
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organization for six years. He has now a 
vainatie farm of 400 acres, with good 
improvements and has it well stocked. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lasher are members of the 
Presbyterian Church. Mr. Lasher has 
always taken an active interest in church 
matters. He was one of the prime movers 
in securing the organization of the church in 
this township. He had charge of the erec- 
tion of the building, and besides devoting 
much time, he personally became responsible 
for $200 to complete the edifice. He was 
also chosen superintendent of the first Sun- 
day school organized in the township 
1860, and when they removed to their farm 
on. asxtion 4, they organized a uandey school 
there. 

Mr. and Mrs Lasher have been the parents 
of eight children. Only four of them are 
livin, as follows—Hulda C., now Mrs. H. 
P. Pfaff of Greenleaf; Albert P., Sarah A. 
and Daniel B. The last three are still at 
home. 


GBI 
~*~ 


* prising farmer of ane ernie 
has his home upon section 2, where he has 
160 acres of land, as well as another quarter 
on section 9, making his farm to consist of 
320 acres. He is the son of Hans IH. and 
Mary Hanson, natives of Norway, who came 
to the United States in 1863. Ilis father 
with his family came to Meeker county in 
1865, and located in Greenleaf township. In 
the spring of 1867, he came to Cosmos and 
put up the claim shanty of Daniel lloyt, the 
first settler in the town, and later the same 
vear took up a claim for himself on section 
10. The same fall he removed with his wife 
and children to this place, and they were the 
first family in the township. They lived ina 
“dugout” that winter, but erected a house 
in the spring. Mr. Ilanson resided on this 
farm until 1883, when he removed to Dakota, 
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where he now lives. He raised the first crop 
in the town, having some fifteen acres in 
wheat the summer of 1868. 

Peter N. remained with his parents until 
his marriage December 138, 1876, with Miss 
Mary Olson, the daughter of Marten and 
Karn Olson, who was born in Norway. He 
then struck out for himself and bought a 
farm on section 2, and on this spot has lived 
ever since. 

Although a young man in years, Mr. Tan- 
son has a shrewd head on him, and this be- 
ing appreciated by the community, they have 
eiected him to the office of town supervisor, 
which office he now holds; he has also been 
road supervisor. 


OHN GIBNEY, an enterprising and suc- 
©} cessful farmer residing on section 27, 
Manannah township, is one of the most in- 
telligent and one of the best read and posted 
men in the county, and a man of a great 
deal of natural as well as acquired ability. 
He is a self-educated man, but a thorough 
course of reading on scientific, theological 
and other subjects has made him a ripe 
scholar, and because of his attainments he is 
one of the most prominent citizens in the 
northern part of the county. 

Mr. Gibney was born in County West 
Meath, Ireland, on the 22d of June, 1819 
and is ason of Timothy and Mary E. (Car- 
ney) Gibney. Tis early life was spent in the 
land of his birth, but in 1836 he came to the 
new world, landing at New York, and settled 
in the county of Madison, in New York 
State. In 1838 he removed to Canada, and 
remained there until 1865, when he came to 
Meeker county, Minn., and settled in Manan- 
nah township, where he has since lived. 

In 1848 Mr. Gibney was married to Miss 
Anna Heaney, and their union has been 
blessed with ten children, five girls and five 
boys, Whose names are as follows—Timothy, 
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Mary, James, Owen, Katie, Ann, Patrick, 
Christopher and Eliza, all of whom are living. 
The family are members of the Catholic 
Chureh. 

During twenty-two years of his life, Mr. 
Gibney followed railroading, but the balance 
of the time he has beenfarming. In political 
matters he is an independent voter, and acts 
regardless of the dictation of party or creed. 
Ile has taken an active interest in his town- 
ship affairs, and has held several local offices, 
one of which was that of township assessor. 
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“T AMES A. KLINE, who has been engaged 
‘J so suceessfully in carrying on farming 


and stock-raising on his fine farm on 
section 22, Kingston township, is a native 


of Amsterdam, Montgomery county, N. Y., 
born December 17, 1813. He remained in 
the place of his nativity until some twenty- 


two years of age, when he emigrated to the 


of Michigan, settling in Genesee 

where he was engaged in farming 
lumbering. From there about 
1855, he removed to Winnebago county, 
Ill., where he made his home until 
1867, when he came to Meeker county, and 
settled where he now lives. He received in 
his youth the elements of a good common- 
school education and by a diligent use of. it 


wilds 
county, 
and 


las well-informed himself on all general 
subjects. While a resident of Michigan he 
went to Tuolumne county, Cal. where 


he engaged in mining for two years and 
then retuined home. Most of his life has 
heen actively engaged in agricultural pur- 
suits, but having succeeded in achieving an 
easy competence, he is spending his declining 
Years in the enjoyment of home. 
Our subject is the son of Adam and Eliza- 
heth (Cryslor) Kline, both of whom were na- 
tives of the Empire State, and who emi- 
xrated to Michigan in 1838, where the fathe1 
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died at the age of fifty-two years. Jlis wife, 
the mother of our subject, died after attain- 
ing some eighty-three years. They had a 
family of twelve children—William A., born 
August 21, 1810, died April 15, 1840; A.C., 
born May 31, 1812; James A., born Decem- 
ber 17, 1813; John, born January 24, 1851; 
Joseph, born August 20, 1823; George, born 
November 10, 1827; Sarah Jane, born Mareh 
23, 1830; Henry, born May 15, 18382, enlisted 
in the Eighth Michigan Infantry, and was 
killed July 12,1864; Maria, born April 28, 
1819, died Se 1, 1822; Margaret, Bird 
November 17, 1822, died ‘Aneust 8, 1823; 

and Blieabesh J., born January, 1826, dined 
November 8, 1826. 

James A. Kline was first married on the 
11th of October, 1840, in Michigan, to Mary 
Ann Perry. They had one son, who is liv- 
ing—George P. Kline, a resident of Dakota. 

Vn. Kline's second marriage occurred De- 
cember 12, 1848, when he was wedded to 
Mrs. Ann Talbott, 2ée Shimin, who was born 
in England, a daughter of John and Ann 
(Corris) Shimin. The date of her birth was 
November 21, 1815. A sketch of the 
Shimin family is given elsewhere in this 
Arzum. By this union Mr. and Mrs. 
Kline have had two children—Anna, wife 
of Mr. Hiram Ramsey, and James F., 
farmer of this township, who married Miss 
Emma Baker. Ms. Kline by her former 
marriage had twochildren—Henry T., killed 
in the army November 25, 1863, at Lookout 
Mountain, a member of the Seventy-Fourth 
Illinois Infantry, and William, born January 
18, 1846, married in 1868 to Miss Amelia 
Boom. 


=) WAN AUGUST SCARP, of Litchfield, 
isa native of Sweden, born August 
20, 1845, and emigrated to the United States 
when he was about twenty-seven years ofage. 
On landing he. came direct to this village, 
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where he remained until the following spring, 


when he moved toa farm near that place. 
where he spent the next twoyears. Return- 
ing to Litchfield he erected his residence, and 
entered the employ of S. Almquist, in the 
saloon business and remained with him some 
six yearsand a half, at the expiration of which 
time he entered into the same line of business 
for himself and continues to carry on the 
saloon. In 1887 he erected one of the finest 
residences in the village, at acost of over 
$5,000, superintending its erection himself. 

Mr. Scarp, November 16,1573, was united 
in marriage with Miss Sophia Johnson, a na- 
tive of Sweden, and daughter of John and 
Ingra (Parson) Johnson, who became the 
mother of four children—Annie C., Julia L., 
Francis E., and Jennie. Mr. S. isa member 
of the Order of United Workmen. 

J. P. Scarp, a native of Sweden, was one of 
Litchfield’s earliest business men, coming here 
in 1871, and engaging in sale of agricult- 
ural implements. He continued in that line 
of trade until 1882, when he made a visit to 
the land of his birth to see the old home and 
his parents, and on the voyage back, the ves- 
sel upon which he sailed was wrecked and 
he was drowned inthe Baltic Sea. He car- 
ried a policy of insurance in the Redwing 
company, which provided partially for his 
family, who still are residents of the village, 
and this, with his other estate, places them far 
above any necessity. Ie wasacharter mem- 
ber of the Workmen’s Lodge in Litchfield, the 
insurance from which was also 82,000. He 
was a man who possessed the respect and 
esteem of the whole community, and was 
widely known as everybody’s friend.  Iis 
cruel death was a sad blow to his bereaved 
family, who still mourn his loss. 


eae paps (a cmmnaaa 
“, EORGE BECKER, a successful and 


prominent farmer and stock-raiser, 
who resides on section 28, Greenleaf town- 
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ship, has the distinction of being one of the 
oldest settlers of Minnesota, who now resides 
in Meeker county. He is connected with « 
family that has given a number of pioneers 
and prominent public men to the State. 

Mr. Becker was born in Schoharie county, 
N. Y., September 30, 1842. When he was 
three years old his parents settled in Michi- 
gan, and remained there until 1855, when 
they came to Minnesota, and located near 
the present site of St. Cloud, in Stearns 
county. They made part of the journey by 
railroad, a portion by steamboat and the latter 
part by team. They arrived at their destin- 
ation in May, 1855, and were among the 
very first settlers in that county. The gov- 
ernment survey had not yet been made; 
the old *‘ Territorial Road” was opened that 
far, but that was the terminus so far as 
settlement was concerned. The father made 
arrangements, in 1854, to claim the land 
which afterward became the original plat of 
St. Cloud, but, through the duplicity of one 
in whom he had placed confidence, he was 
cheated out of it. There they lived through 
the most trying times in the history of the 
State, and there our subject, George, grew 
to manhood. 

His father, Harmon Becker, was born in 
1797, and for years was a hotel-keeper in 
Schoharie county, N. Y. He was married 
to Margaret M. Efmer, and they reared a 
family of eight children — five boys and 
three girls. Harmon Becker was a man of 
prominence and ability, and in the prime of 
his life had a great deal of influence in the 
locality where he lived. He took a great 
interest in stock-raising, and imported the 
first thorough-bred stallion of Durocg blood 
ever brought to the United States. In slay- 
ery days he was a slave-owner, but at the 
time of the abolition movement he gave his 
slaves their freedom, and presented them 
with a forty-acre farm on which to live, not- 
Withstanding their protestations that they 
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preferred to continue their old relation of 
master and servant. In 1846 Harmon 
Becker removed to Washtenaw county, 
Mich., settling near Ann Arbor. While in 
that State he erected a large hotel, and 
later, sold it for $8,000 to a man named 
Grovener, but lost it; and besides this, lost 
another $8,000 by becoming surety for an- 
other party and having to pay it. After 
this he followed farming until 1854, when he 
came to Minnesota to see the country, and, 
being pleased with it, he made arrangements 
to locate the land on which the city of St. 
Cloud is now located. J. L. Wilson was sent 
for acompass to survey the site, and, immed- 
iately upon his return, he ran out the lines, and 
built ashanty of tamarac rails and slept on the 
place that night. The next day, when 
search was made for him, there he was, 
in the first house on the site, and he, accord- 
ingly, claimed the land. Harmon Becker 
then returned to Michigan, and, the follow- 
ing year, settled in Stearns county, as stated 
above. He lived there until the time of his 
death, in January, 1857, aged sixty-six years. 
The widow, Margaret M., was very sickly 
at the time of leaving Michigan. She gained 
streneth, however, and recovered, living 
until January, 1886, when her death occurred 
at Litchfield. She was eighty years of age. 
She was a woman of rare personal cour- 
age, which stood her in good need during the 
Indian outbreak. Both Mr. and Mrs. Har- 
mon Becker were members of the Presby- 
terian church, and exemplary Christian peo- 
ple. : 

Times were very hard during their first 
few years’ settlement in Stearns county, asall 
pioneers will realize, and at times it seemed 
as though starvation stared them in the 
face. But with that indomitable persever- 
ance and hope for the future which is of 
necessity acharacteristic of the pioneer, they 
lived through it all. Just as times began to 
look a little brighter the Indian outbreak 
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occurred, but they stood their ground and 
lived at or near St. Cloud during all the ex- 
citement. Shortly after this, George joined 
the Sully expedition, and followed the move- 
ments of that brigade, acting as sutler’s 
clerk. Upon his return he remained at St. 
Cloud until 1865, when he went to the Pa- 
cific coast, by way of New York city, and 
as his journeys, hardships and adventures 
form an interesting narrative, we will briefly 
review them in this connection. He shipped 
from the metropolis on the steamer “Golden 
Rule” for Central America. They crossed 
the Isthmus by way of the Nicaragua river 
and lake, their steamer striking a rock and 
sinking, but the passengers continued their 
journey on other’crafts. The river was so 
low that a part of the way they were con- 
veyed in small boats, manned by the natives. 
George Becker finally reached the Pacific 
ocean and shipped for San Francisco. The 
second day out they learned from a passing 
vessel the news of the death of Abraham 
Lincoln, and the flags were placed at half- 
mast during the rest of the voyage, and upon 
their arrival at the metropolis of California, 
they found the city a solid mass of emblems 
of mourning in honor of the martyred pres- 
ident. The trip from New York to. this 
point had consumed forty-five days, and 
George at once sailed for the city of Victo- 
ria, Vancouver's Island, and, in a small boat 
crossed Puget sound to Whatcom county. 
There he remained for three years, follow- 
ing lumbering, and then returned to St. Cloud, 
Stearns county, Minn., on which trip he ex- 
perienced many dangers and hardships. He 
first shipped on the steamer “California” for 
San Francisco. When within. thirty-five 
miles of the harbor of the latter place they 
encountered one of the worst storms eyer 
known on the Pacific and they were driven 
500 miles tosea by the gale. The cabin was 
partly filled with water by the waves rolling 
over the vessel and the stateroom doors were 
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broken in by the force of the water. When 
the vessel pitched and rolled, those in the 
lower berths were carried to the floor by the 
water. Some were crying, some were pray- 
ing, some swearing, and others, as the saving 
goes, “were throwing up Jonah.” After 
three days the storm subsided, but the waves 
were mountain high and it was not until the 
fifth day that they reached San Francisco. 
Their vessel had been given up for lost and 
reported wrecked with about eighty others 
that shared this fate. George Becker then 
shipped for Panama and on this voyage the 
vessel he was in took fire. When the alarm 
Was given it created a terrible panic and for 
a time it looked as though all were lost, but 
the engine, with a capacity of 320-horse 
power was attached to the hose, and the 
flames were extinguished. Four days.later, 
the vessel ran out ot fuel, and the masts, 
yardarms, deck, cattle pens, bacon, rezin 
and all other loose material was used for 
fuel, to get ashore at Saline Bay, twelve 
miles from San Juan del Sura. There they 
anchored and sent boats to San Juan for 
coal, while the passengers and crew went 
ashore in small boats, to cut mahogany wood, 
securing about forty cords by the time the 
coal arrived. That night the crew mutinied, 
and those who refused to do their duty, 
were brought to time by being tied to the 
masts. Upon his arrival at Panama, George 
Becker crossed the Isthmus on the railroad, 
the trains being queer affairs and running 
only at the rate of five miles an hour, mak- 
ing no stops. Our subject then shipped on 
the Atlantic for New York. When two 
days out, the vessel was wrecked or disabled 
by the cylinder head being blown out, and 
for twenty-four hours they were left at the 
mercy of the sea. They were then taken 
in tow by another steamer and piloted to the 
Gulf Stream, off the coast of Cuba, and were 
then left to drift in to Savannah, Ga. 
By this time, George Decker had had enough 
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of that kind of life, as for the last three days 
out, the cabin passengers had nothing to eat 
but rice, crust coffee and hard tack. Accord- 
ingly, he purchased another ticket for New 
York by rail, through the Southern States. 
This was shortly after the war, and General 
Sherman had left Georgia a hard looking 
country. Provisions were very scarce, and 
the conductors were obliged to telegraph 
ahead for supplies for the passengers. Mr. 
Becker stopped off at several points, includ- 
ing Richmond, Washington and New York, 
and finally arrived at St. Cloud on February 
14,1868. He remained there, following the 
vocation of a policeman and various other 
lines of business until June, 1871, when he 
returned to the Pacific coast by way of the 
Central Pacific Railroad, proceeding from 
San Francisco to Puget Sound. He remained 
there until the winter of 1876, when he came 
to Litchfield, Meeker county, Minn. In 
1878 be settled on the farm where he now 
lives, on section 28, Greenleaf township. He 
has one of the largest farms in the township, 
and one of the most valuable in the county, 
and has justly earned the reputation which 
he bears, of being one of the most desirable 
citizens, and from his extensive travels and 
wide association with business, is one of the 
most intelligent and best-posted men in the 


county. 


On July 18, 1885, Mr. Becker was married 
to Sophia Vanberg, and they are the parents 
of two children—William H., born April 28, 
1886, and Lillie M., born August 18, 1887, 
both of whom are living. Mr. Becker is a 
member of the Masonic fraternity. He and 
his wife attend the Presbyterian Church. 

We take pleasure in presenting a portrait 
of Mr. Beckeron another page inthis Annem. 
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ZY OHN MARTIN, an intelligent, thrifty and 


“J enterprising farmer, residing on section 
5, Harvey township, was born in County 
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Cavan, Ireland, in May, 1824. His parents, 
who were Hugh and Elizabeth Martin, were 
natives of the same county. The fatherdied 
in Ireland in 1830. The mothercame to the 
United States in 1851, and lived in Pennsyl- 
vania until the time of her death, in 1876, 


John Martin, the subject of our sketch, 
grew to manhood in his native land, acquir- 
ing the same habits of enterprise, industry 
and frugality which are so characteristic of 
his race. In 1848 he left Ireland and came 
to the United States, landing at New York 
city on the 23d of May, and two days later 
he went to Bucks county, Pa., where he 
remained for four years. At the expiration 
of that time he went to Schuylkill county, 
Pa., and remained there from the year 1852 
until 1877. While in that State he was em- 
ployed in mining coal for twenty-seven years. 
In 1877 he came to Meeker county, Minn., 
and located on a farm on section 5, in Har- 
vey township, where he has since lived. Since 
his residence here he has been engaged in 
farming and stock-raising, and now has a 
valuable farm of 160 acres, a good share of 
which is under cultivation. 


Mr. Martin was married on the 25th of 
July, 1852, to Mary Farrelly, and their mar- 
riage has ‘been blessed with the following- 
named children: Ellen, born August 22, 
1853, died January 25, 1855; Hugh, born 
October 31, 1855, died October 12, 1857; 
Joseph, born September 28, 1857; Bridget 
and Lizzie, born November 17, 1859; John, 
born November 3, 1861;. Mary, born Sep- 
tember 18, 1868, died December 17, 1863; 
Thomas, born January 30, 1570, died same 
day. Mrs. Martin’s parents were both na- 
tives of Ireland, where they lived until the 
time of their de: th. 


Mr. and Mrs. Martin are both active and 
exemplary members of the Catholic Church. 
In political matters Mr. Martin affiliates with 
the democratic party. 
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ELS EKBOM 1s one of the prominent 

farmers of Swede Grove township. 
He was born in Sweden on the 16th of 
December, 1849, and came to the United 
States in 1857, with his parents, Anna and 
Andrew KEkbom. They settled in Carver 
county, Minn., where Nels worked part of 
the time for his father, and the balance of 
the time for other farmers. In 1865 they 
came to Meeker county, and from Nels 
Swanson they rented a farm, on which the 
village of Litchfield is now located. A year 
Jater they removed to Swede Grove town- 
ship, and took a homestead on section $4, 
where Nels has since lived. Ile has been 
industrious, and the results prove that he is 
an excellent manager, as he lias accumulated 
a fine property. He now has 120 acres of 
land, with fine buildings located on the edge 
of a beautiful grove. He has a goodly lot 
of stock, and all the necessary farm 
machinery. 

Mr. Ekbom was married on the 16th of 
July, 1870, to Miss Betsey Nelson, a daughter 
of Nels and Ellen Peterson, and the couple 
have had the following children—Anna 
(deceased), born July 5, 1871, died Septem- 
ber 15; 1871; Oscar, born July 22, 1873; 
Eugene, born August 15, 1875; Ellmer, born 
No Frenne 3, 1878; Nes born May 8, 1882; 
and Joseph, born October 8, 1883. Mrs. 
Ekbom’s father is dead and her mother is 
living in Sweden. Mr. Ekbom’s mother is 
dead, and his father resides with a brother, 
Simon. Nels Ekbom and wife are members 
of the Baptist Church, in which he is a 
deacon. Mr. Ekbom is a prohibitionist in 
political matters, and takes an active interest 
in township matters. He has held various 
local offices, including those of side-super- 
visor and road overseer. 

Mr. Ekbom is a man of the strictest integ- 
rity, and is held in high esteem by all. Ie 
has been superintendent of the Sunday 
school for over fifteen years. 
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ILLIAM S. COX, one of the leading 

merchants of the village of Dassel, 
is the junior partner in the hardware firm 
of Gallagher & Cox, who succeeded Bartholo- 
mew & Co. in 1888. He is, although aman 
young in years,one of the influential citizens 
and largely interested in the growth and 
prosperity of his home village. He is a 
native of Bakersville, N. C., born in 1853, 
and is the son of 8. D. and Mary (Wright) 
Cox, natives of Virginia and North Carolina 
respectively. The father of our subject 
owned property in Knoxville, Tenn., and 
when William was but four years of age, 
the family removed to that place, where they 
resided until 1860, at which date they re- 
turned to Bakersville, N. C., where the 
parents still live. 

The subject of this personal memoir re- 
mained with the family until 1870, at which 
time he returned to Knoxville, but ashort 
time subsequent, removed to Broadhead, 
Ky., where he was engaged in mercantile 
pursuits for about a year and then, aftera 
short stay in Little Rock, Ark., removed to 
Cheyenne, Wyoming Territory, where he 
made his home until 1878, when he came to 
Meeker county, and settled on a farm on 
section 4, Collinwood township. Te was 
engaged in railroad work while there until 


1881, when he purchased a farm = on 
section 383, Dassel township, where he 


followed a farming life until 1885. He 
moved into the village in January, 1886, and 
for a year was a member of the firm of 
Johnson & Cox, dealers in agricultural im- 
plements, and remained in this connection 
until January, 1887. At that time, having 
been elected city marshal, he entered upon 
the duties of the office, but in August follow- 
ing resigned and entered the employ of the 
Minnesota & Dakota Elevator Co,. with 
whom he remained until the formation of the 
present firm. 

Mr. Cox is a man of family, having been 


‘MEEKER COUNTY, MINNESOTA. 


married, April 11, 1878, to Miss Ala E. 
Wright, a native of Minnesota. They are 
the parents of four children, of whom the 
following is a record—Custer, born August 
24,1879; Agnes, whose birth took place 
November 15, 1880; Soery, born August 15, 
1882, and died March 6, 1883; Sampson, the 
date of whose birth was February 2, 1854; 
and Maud, who was born December 25, 1887. 


i LEB Se 


ISRAEL J. ANDERSON, a farmer, resid- 
GL ing on section 19, and one of the leading 
citizens of Union Grove township, is a native 
of Norway, born on the 4th of February, 
1851, and is a son of Andrew and Karen 
Jacobson. His boyhood days were spent in 
his native land, and in 1868, in company 
with his mother and step-father, he came to 
the United States, and they settled first 
in Racine county, Wis. When Israel 
started out to earn his own way in the 
world, he went to the southern part of Min- 
nesota, and for three years he worked in 
different localities. During this time he 
married his first wife, her name being, before 
marriage, Miss Jensine Hendrickson, born on 
the 21st of June, 1854, a daughter of Hen- 
drick and Maren Olson. She died, leaving 
three children, whose names were—llilda, 
born on the 25th of December, 1873; Albert, 
born on the 17th of June, 1875, and Martin, 
born on the 28th of March, 1877. 

Some time later Mr. Anderson was mar- 
vied to Miss Anna Jacobson, a daughter of 
Adrean Jacobson and wife. She was born 
on the 20th of August, 1861. This marriage 
has been blessed with four children, as fol- 
lows—Jensine Nettie, born on the 7th of 
October, 1880; Adolph B., born on the 24th 
of February, 1883; Ida, born on the 7th of 
February, 1885, died on the 17th of July, 
1887; and Anna, born on the Ist of March, 
1887, died on the 9th of March, 1887. 
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Mr. Anderson comes of a nationality, which 
through their enterprise, thrift, industry and 
frugality, make the most valuable citizens 
included in Minnesota’s population, and fol- 
lowing the habits characteristic of his race, 
he has accumulated a fine property. He now 
owns 250 acres of land located on sections 4,19 
and 30, Union Grove township, and has com- 
fortable building improvements located on 
sections 19 and 30. He has taken an active 
interest in township matters, and has held 
various local offices, including those of super- 
visor and school clerk. In political matters 
he is a prohibitionist. The family are mem- 
bers of the Norwegian Lutheran Church. 


+ 
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hr NELSON LINDELL, one of the 

leading, enterprising merchants of the 
village of Grove City, is a native of Sweden, 
born March 9, 1844, and made his home in 
the land of his birth until after his marriage 
which took place Nov. 7, 1867, on which 
day he wedded Miss Ella Nelson. In 1869, 
the young couple decided to leave their 
home beneath the frowning rocks and rock- 
ing pines of Norway, and seek in the new 
world that easier road to competence that 
America affords. On their arrival they 
came at once to Minnesota, and Mr. Lindell 
bought a homestead claim in Swede Grove 
township, of O. Levander. This was in the 
southeast quarter of section 26, and consti- 
tuted the south half, and upon this farm he 
lived some eight years. In 1871 he bought 
sixty acres more; his father’s family emi- 
grated to this country. Renting his place toan 
individual for six years, Mr. Lindell removed 
to the village of Grove City, and engaged in 
the furnicure business and gave some atten- 
tion to his trade, which was that of a car- 
penter. A year’s trial satisfied him that the 
venture would be a judicious one, he added 
a full and complete stock of hardware and 
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has now as large an assortment in both lines 
as is needed by the necessities of the trade. 
In the cellar of his store building he carries 
all kinds of heavy hardware; on the first 
floor shelf and fancy hardware, and the sec- 
ond story is packed with furniture of every 
description. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lindell are the parents of 
four children, three on earth and one in 
Heaven. Their records are as follows— 
Mary Christine, who was born Nov. 27, 
1871; Mina Albertina, born in September, 
1880; Otto, born -Dec. 23, 1885, and died 
March 25, 1886; Otto Anton, born Feb. 19, 
1887. : 

Mr. Lindell in politics affiliates with the 
Democratic party and usually supports the 
candidates of that organization. He has 
held the position of village trustee for two 
years, and in March, 18388, was elected pres- 
ident of the village trustees, and is looked 
upon as a representative citizen. Mrs. Lin- 
dell is a consistent member of the Swedish 
Lutheran Church. 

In 1884 our subject became a member of 
the Ancient Order of United Workmen, 
was elected financier and served for two 
years and was then chosen master workman 
of the lodge. 


wes KIMBALL, who was for many years 
94 closely connected with the business 
life of the country, and one of its leading mill 
owners, although now retired from the active 
pursuits of trade or manufacture, still keeps 
up his interests in whatsoever is for the ben- 
efit of the community. Ie isa native of the 
State of Maine, having been born in Oxford 
county, Jan. 4, 1832, and is the son of Asa 
and Esther A. (Walker) Kimball, both of 
whom were natives of the *Pine Tree State.” 
His mother was a daughter of the celebrated 
Col. Dexter Walker, whose history is too well 
known to be repeated in this connection. 
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The subject of this memoir was reared in 
Androscoggin county, Me., and received a 
fair business education. From his boyhood 
he has always had a taste for study, and is 
to-day aripescholar. Onreaching the years 
of manhood he embarked in mercantile busi- 
ness, Which he carried on successfully for some 
thirteen years in his native State and then 
came to Minnesota, locating at Forest City 
in the fallof 1867. The same year, the firm 
of Hines, Kimball & Beedy built the large 
flouring mill at that place, and the same time 
opened a store in the village. This business 
arrangement continued until 1873, when Mr. 
Hines retired from the firm, the company 
having erected the Manannah flour mill on 
the Crow River, some ten miles above Forest 
City. This last Mr. Hines took and operated 
for several years, the business at Forest City 
being continued by Kimball & Beedy until 
1882, when Mr. Kimball retired from the 
business on account of ill-health, paying all 
his attention to the improvement of his place, 
one of the handsomest in Forest City town- 
ship, and to bee keeping, in which he is pre 
eminently successful. 

Mr. Kimball was united in marriage, Feb- 
ruary 7, 1854, with Miss Phoebe Manwell and 
they are the parents of two children: Geor- 
giana, the wife of Dr. W: E. Chapman, of 
Litchfield, and Edna Cecil, at home. Both 
Mr. K. and his estimable wife, are members 
of the Baptist Church. He is a republican 
in politics, and is filling the offices of jus- 
tice of the peace and coroner, and isa pension 
and real estateagent. Ile bas held the office 
of justice for over fifteen vears. 
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LS ees F, E. BISSELL, one of the 
most prominent physicians and sur- 
geons in this part of the State, settled at 


Litchfield in 1871, and began the practice of | 


his profession in Meeker county. Doctor 


‘to Miss Addie F. Simons, of New 
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Bissell is a native of Wisconsin, and was the 
first male child born in Washington county, 
of that State—his birth having occurred on 
December 27, 1845. His parents were Cyrus 
and Amanda (Case) Bissell, both of whom 
were natives of Connecticut; but they had 
settled in Washington county, Wis., in June, 
1845, and were therefore among the oldest 
settlers of that region. The Doctor was 
raised upon a farm, but at an early age 
entered a drug store, and remained at that 
business for five years. When he was eight- 
een he enlisted in. the United States Navy, 
and served on the U.S. Gunboat “Lexing- 
ton,” on the Mississippi river, and was in a 
number of minor engagements. The Doctor 
served as surgeon’s steward, and was finally 
mustered out of service on June 9, 1865. He 
then went to Cleveland, Ohio, and the fol- 
lowing winter entered the Charity Hospital 
College, from which he graduated in the 
spring of 1869. He first began practice in 
Clinton Junction, Wis., and remained there 
until coming to Litchfield in 1871. He has 
since pursued his practice here, and has at- 
tained a wide reputation as well as a_profit- 
able business. It should be stated, however, 
that since his settlement here, he has been. 
absent eleven months. “In the spring of 1878 
he removed to Cold Springs, Stearns county, 
and opened a drug store. In the fall of that 
year he was elected to the legislature on the 
republican ticket. In the spring of the fol- 
lowing year, he returned to Litchfield, where 
he has since lived. aes 

Dr. Bissell was married on Jinv 19, 1875, 
York. 
They haye two children—Emily S., who was 
born in November, 1875, and Frank S., who 
was born in October, 1878. The family are 
prominent inembers of the Episcopal Church. 

Dr. Bissell has always taken an active 
interest in all public and political matters, 
and takes a prominent part in the affairs of 


that party. In 1880 he was elected a mem- 
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ber of the council, and in the spring of 1886 
he was elected mayor of the city. The Doc- 
tor is the oldest practitioner now following 
the profession of medicine at Litchfield, and 
has a large practice. Ile is a member of the 
State Medical Association, and is president 
of the Pension Examining Board. He is an 
active member of the Grand Army of the 
tepublic; was a charter member and one of 
the first officers of E. Branham Post, which 
was organized in 1878, and was one of the 
charter members of Frank Daggett Post, 
No. 35. He was elected surgeon of the latter 
Post at its first meeting, and still holds that 
position. He is also a member of the 
Masonic fraternity, being identified with 
Golden Fleece Lodge, No. 89, A. F. and A. 
M., and Rabboni Chapter, No. 37, R. A. M. 


ILLIAM H. MILLER, the owner of 
7 a finely cultivated farm of eighty 
acres of-land on section 8, Kingston town- 
ship, came to Meeker county in August, 
1865. Hewas born in Bath, Steuben county, 
N. Y., January 2, 1814, and is the son of 
David and Anna Maria (Bennett) Miller, 
natives of the “Enipire State,” where his 
father died. In 1838 the mother of our sub- 
ject came to Beaver Dam, Wis., where she is 
now living, having passed her ninetieth birth- 
day. Her second husband was Andrew 
Sears, who died in 1835. 

Our subject received a common-school edu- 


caution in his native State, and, as he grew to 
manhood, engaged in the milling ieieese 


and farming with his uncle, Sheldon Sears, 
spending some thirty vears in various kinds 
of mills. J1e moved to Wisconsin with his 
mother, and, when the toesin of war sounded, 
enlisted, November 5, 1861,in the Eighth Bat- 
tery, Wisconsin Light Artillery, and veteran- 
ized in the same battery in February, 186-4. 
[le was an active participant in a number of 
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engagements, among which were the battles 
of Stone River, Perryville, Chickamauga, 
Mission Ridge, Lookout Mountain and Mur- 
freesboro. He was discharged at the close 
of. the war, August 10, 1865, at Milwaukee, 
and came direct to Meeker county, arriving 
here the last day of that month. 

Mr. Miller was married in 1884 to Miss 
Ellenor Gregory, from whom he was shortly 
afterward divorced. He was subsequently 
married to Miss Clarissa Nodine, and two 
children were born to them—Susan M. and 
Charles S. Miller. After this Mr. Miller re- 
moved to Wisconsin, and a short time later 
to Chicago, Hl. In 1852 his second wife died 
while on a visit to Portage City, Wis. 

Mr. Miller was united in marriage Decein- 
ber 26, 1855, with Miss Susan Sanders, a 
native of Steuben county, N. Y., born Novem- 
ber 14, 1837, and daughter of David and 
Susan (Wakefield) eatery both of whom 
are deceased, the mother In 1852, and the 
father in 1882. Her father died in Portage 
county, Wis., whither he had removed many 
years before. By this union Mr. and Mrs. 
Miller are the parents of nine children— 
Eugene, born May 20, 1859; Edwin, born 
April 20, 1867; Emma, born July 22, 1863; 
Jennie V., born July 2, 1870; and Bertram 
D., born October 8, 1878. These are all 
living. Those deceased are born 
August 25, 1856, died in infancy ; Nellie M., 
born June 9, 1861, died May 25, 1875; Alice 


B., wife of Wilford Downing, died Novem- 


ber &, 1883; and Jessie, born May 25, 1874, 
died November 1, 188+. 
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BX MONG the most prominent newspaper 

\ men in Meeker county should be 
classed Hf. 1. Pererson, editor and proprietor 
of the Litchticld Zadependent. Ie is a native 


of Goodhue county, Minn., born at Red 
Wing, on the 14th of February, 1857. He 
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was raised upon a farm, attending district 
schools during the winter months until he 
had reached the age of fifteen, and in the 
mean time coming with his parents to Meeker 
county, Minn., in 1867. When he had 
reached the age mentioned he entered the 
oflice of the Meeker county Vews as an ap- 
prentice to learn the printing business, and 
remained there for about two years. After 
that time he was engaged chiefly at his trade 
as a compositor until 1876 when he bought a 
half interest in the Litchfield Zadependent, 
of which he is now sole proprietor. 

Mr. Peterson was married in 1881 to Miss 
Jessie Doll, of Meeker county. They have 
three children— Edward Leroy, Florence 
Edith, and Bessie Frances. Mr. Peterson 
takes an active interest in all matters which 
tend to advance the interests of either town 
or county; isa capable writer, and his paper 
is deservedly influential and popular. 


IB 


é AMES H. MORRIS, one of the most 
<j prominent citizens, as wellas one of the 
most extensive farmers and stock-raisers in 
Meeker county, is a resident of section 22, 
Litchfield township. He is a native of Fort 
Niagara, N. Y., was born on the 26th of 
September, 1845, and is a son of Colonel 
Thompson and Martha B. (Upham) Morris. 
His father was Lieutenant-Colonel of the 
Yourth United States Infantry, was a prom- 
inent and influential man of his times, and died 
on the 14th of February, 1870. James H. Mor- 
ris’ great grandparents came from Wales in 
1715, and located near Philadelphia. © Mis 
grandfather, James C. Morris, emigrated to 
Ohio in 1814; he had seen service in the Trip- 
olitan war, and was one of those captured on 
the frigate Philadelphan, and held prisoner 
for two years by the Bashaw of Tripoli. 
James If. Morris, the subject of this sketch, 
heean life for himself when about sixteen 


years of age, by clerking for Col. J. D. Bing- 
ham, chief quartermaster of the Seventeenth 
corps, but was taken sick in front of Vicks- 
burg, and returned home. After recuperuat- 
ing he began clerking for Capt. H. B. Good- 
rich, A. Q. M., and continued until March, 
1864, when he enlisted in the 137th Ohio In- 
fantry. In the following June he was pro- 
moted to second lieutenant in the Tenth 
New York Artillery, and served in the front 
of Petersburg and Richmond during the sum- 
mer of 1864, and in the campaign of Shenan- 
doah Valley, Va. in the fall of 1864. 
During the winter of 1865 he was in the front 
of Petersburg and Richmond, on the Bermuda 
front; and after the collapse of the Confed- 
eracy, was on duty in Petersburg, on the 
staff of post-commandant Col. George C. 
Kibble, of the Sixth New York Artillery. 
Ile was finaily mustered out of the service 
on the 30th of June, 1865, at Sackett’s Har- 
bor, New York. After the close of the war 
he went West, and finally located in Minne- 
apolis. In March, 1869, he removed to Das- 
sel, Meeker county, where he erected a saw 
mill and built the first store. In December, 
1873, he removed to Litchfield and engaged 
in the milling and mercantile business. His 
name is closely indentified with the growth 
and development of Litchfield, and he fig- 
ures prominently in the business history of 
the county seat. On the Ist of April, 1875, 
he was appointed postmaster of that place, 
and retained the office until the 30th of June, 
1887. He now resides on his magnificent 
farm of several hundred acres, on the west- 
ern shore of Lake Ripley, and devotes his 
attention to his extensive farming and stock- 
raising interests. Mr. Morris has taken a 
prominent and active interest in all public 
matters. Ie was first lieutenant of Company 
Il, First Regiment Minnesota National 
Guards, from its organization until March 1, 
1888; is a member of Golden Fleece Lodge 
No. 89, A. F. & A. M., and was its master fora 
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number of years; a member of Rabboni 
Chapter, No. 89, and is the present eminent 
commander of Mileta Commandery’ No. 
17, Knights Templar. Ie is also a prom- 
inent member of Frank Daggett post, G. A. It. 

Mr. Morris was married at Minneapolis on 
the 13th of July, 1870, to Miss Florence J. 
Williams. She is a daughter of John G.and 
Jane S. Williams. Her father died in July, 
1880, and her mother is now living in Minne- 
apolis. Mrs. Willams, her mother, has five 
children who are now living, as follows; 
Florence J., now Mrs. Morris, of Litchfield ; 
Lou B., now Mrs. James E. Upham, of Litch- 
field; J. C. Williams, Marcia A. and Sallie 
E., of Minneapolis. 

Myr. Morris has one brother and one sister — 
Charles A. and Maria L., both of whom are 
unmarried and are living in: Minneapolis. 

The marriage of My. and Mrs. Morris has 
been blessed with the following named chil- 
dren — Mattie F., Louise J., James C., Thomp- 
son C. and Richard W. (twins), and Harbron 
W., all of whom are living except Thompson 
C., who died at the age of seven months. 

We take pleasure in presenting a portrait 
of Mr. Morris on another page in this Arbum. 


of : 


ENUS O’KEEFFE, a well known, 
sk successful and highly-respected 
farmer and stock-raiser, residing on section 
6, Manannah township, is one of the most 
prominent citizens of the northern part of 
the county, and is one whose enterprise and 
thrift are evidenced by the fact that the 
building improvements, which have been 
erected on his farm, are a credit to the 
neighborhood in which he lives. 

Mr. O’Keeffe was born in County Cork, 
Ireland, on the 1st of November, 1830, and 
is a son of Menus and Charlotte (Fillpot) 
O’Keeffe. He remained in the land of his 
birth until January, 1853, when he sailed for 
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the New World, landing in New York city 
April 12, 1853. They had a hard voyage, 
and for a time he lost hope of ever seeing 
the United States, from hunger and starva- 
tion, as the vessel sprung a leak; but finally 
Janded in safety. Our subject worked at 
gardening for six months, at 100th street, 
Bloomingdale road, N. Y., and from there 
went to Manhattanville, and drove an ex- 
press wagon between that point and Fulton 
street, from September until the following 
March, 1854, being without mitts or over- 
coat. Speaking of it he says: “I felt com- 
fortable, as my Irish blood was warm and 
young at that time.” In April, 1854, he 
went to work as hostler and groom in a 
hotel on the Bloomingdale road, N. Y., and 
remained for five years. In 1859 he began 
work in the Central Park, N. Y., which he 
continued for five years, and then started for 
the “Great West,” and the headwaters of 
the “mighty Mississippi.” Ue landed at 
Minneapolis, and for two years was employed 
on the Manitoba railroad at Cedar Lake, and 
also at brick-making. In the fall of 1866 he 
came to Meeker county, driving through by 
team, and located on section 6, Manannah 
township, where he still lives. He is com- 
fortably fixed, as the saying goes, in this 
world’s goods, and has a very pleasant 
home, a good wife and an intelligent family. 
Ile owns 240 acres of land, a goodly portion 
of which is under cultivation, and also does 
considerable in the stock-raising line. = In 
political matters he is a democrat. 

Mr. O'Keeffe was married in July, 1856, to 
Julia McLoney, and they have been the 
parents of nine children, as follows—-Will- 
iam, Menus, Mary, Sharlotte, John, Eliza- 
beth, Julia, Margaret and James. All the 
children are living, except William, Mary 
and Sharlotte, who died and were buried in 
New York city. Both Mr. and Mrs. O’l\ceffe 
are zealous and prominent members of the 
Catholic Church. 
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Mr. O’Keeffe’s parents died in Meeker 
county. Mrs. O’Keeffe’s parents were natives 
of Ireland, and are still residents of County 
Cork, in their native land. 


+ hee chess oho 


HOMAS H. BOGAR, who came to 
Minnesota in the spring of 1866, was 
born November 10, 1810, in Juniata county, 
Penn., on the banks of that beautiful river 
known in poetry as the “Blue Juniata,” 
where his childhood years were spent. He 
was brought up as a miller, that being his 
father’s occupation. When a mere lad the 
family ‘moved to Hawkins county, Tenn., 
where he assisted his fatherin running a large 
flouring mill. On leaving the mill he learned 
the saddler’s trade; and at the age of twenty- 
one he went to Russell county, Va., and com- 
menced business at Lebanon, the county 
seat. Ilere he met and married Sallie T., 
daughter of Garland and Martitia (Thurston) 
Hurt; of this union were born eleven children, 
—six sons and five daughters, nine of whom 
reached the years of maturity. In the year 
of 1837 he removed from Russell to Tazewell 
county, locating at Thompson’s Gap. Intend- 
ing to go to Oregon by way of the overland 
route—the only way at that time—he turned 
a considerable part of his means into extra 
good horses and wagons. Lut before he 
succeeded in closing up his business the 
great financial crisis came. Embarrassed by 
his own debts, and that of a friend for whom 
he was surety, he succeeded in meeting his 
own liabilities, but saw his property sold at 
public auction to satisify creditors of the 
man for whom he had indorsed. IIe was 
broke. When the worst of the crash was 
over—being sued, he sued no one—he 
lected what he could of his outstanding 
notes and accounts, and bought asmall farm 
(100 acres) located in Thompson Valley. 
Ilere he endeavored with indifferent success 
to dig a living’ out of the ground. After 
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five years’ residence on the farm he sold out 
and removed to Piketon, Pike county, Ky, 
Here he worked at his trade, employing onl y 
two assistants, holding at the same time the 
office of postmaster, to which he was 
appointed soon after his arrival in the 
village. In 1851 he removed to John’s Creek 
ralley same county, and leasing land, engaged 
in raising grain and stock, in which pursuit 
he was fairly successful until the breaking 
out of the civil war, when his property was 
again lost in various ways. In politics he 
was a democrat; in religion a Methodist. Ie 
was beloved by all, especially by the young, 
who liked to congregate at the house of the 
kind and genial man. He was at one time 
a slave holder, the property coming from 
his wife’s estate; but he always thought the 
system a curse. 

In the stormy days of secession, he took 
the field asa campaign speaker; being well 
read in history, more especially the history 
of his own country, his opponent, a young 
man of the legal profession, soon learned that 
the quiet farmer, who knew how to grind 
wheat, make a saddle, or lead a meeting, also 
knew how to make a speech. On one occa- 
sion, after the speeches had been delivered, a 
man walked up to Mr. Bogar and struck him 
over the head witha cane. The blow stunned 
him, but recovering himself, Mr. bBogar 
walked away, got on his horse and went to 
the next precinct, telling people that the 
blow was their best argument. 

On the breaking out of the war he enlisted 
in the fourteenth Regiment, U.S. Infantry, 
serving about three months, principally as a 
scout, and was then discharged for disability. 
Mr. Bogar’s sons, like himself, were strong 
Union men. Joseph, the oldest, cast one of 
the two Lincoln votes in Pike county, Ky., 
Moses H., the second son, enlisted in the 
same regiment as the father, and at the same 
time. John G., the third son, only a lad, 
later enlisted in the Thirty-Ninth Kentucky. 
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In 1866, Mr. Bogar came to Minnesota 
bringing most of his family with him, and 
lncated on section 2, Collinwood, where he 
lived until the time of his death, November 
1, 1868. The widow still lives on the home- 
stead, and Mrs. C. A. Pauley, her daughter, 
has lived with her most of the time. 


/:\. NDREW W. EKLUND is one of the 

can leading and most successful farmers 
and stock-raisers in Danielson township, 
being a resident of section 5, in that subdi- 
vision of Meeker county. He comes from 
the same sturdy race which forms such a 
large element in Meeker county’s popula 
tion, having been born in Sweden on the 
3ist of March, 1846, being a son of Johnand 
Bertha Olson. Ile remained in his native 
Jand until 1869, when he came to the United 
States, and, shortly after his arrival, he set- 
tled in Michigan, where he was employed in 
the iron mines and where he remained about 
seven years. At the expiration of that 
time, thinking that he could better his con- 
dition, financially and otherwise, he came to 
Meeker county, Minn., and purchased a 
farm on section 5, in Danielson township, 
where he has since lived. He now has a 
splendid farm of 160 acres, upon which he 
has put excellent improvements, having 
erected a fine house, barn and other farm 
buildings. Mr. Eklund is in very comfort- 
able circumstances, and he owes all he has 
to his own efforts and industry, as he was al- 
most penniless when he came to the United 
States, his sister having advanced him the 
money with which to pay his fare. Since 
coming to Meeker county he has lost several 
crops through the grasshoppers, but, con- 
sidering overything, he has been very suc- 
cessful and is now in comfortable circum- 
stances. In political matters Mr. Eklund 
afliliates with the democratic party. He 
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takes a commendable interest in educational 
matters, and has held the office of school 
treasurer for eight vears. 

Mr. Eklund was married on the 24th of 
June, 1870, to Miss Sophia Larson, a daugch- 
ter of Lars and Bertha Olson, who was born 
on the 18th of December. 1849. Their mar- 
riage has been blessed with three children, 
as follows—Anna Sophia, born May 4, 1871; 
Mary Josephina, born April 28, 1873: and 


Charles William, born July 23, 1882. 


SOS HARLES A. GREENLEAF, the junior 
2Y member of the firm of W. H. 
Greenleaf & Son, lumber dealers of Liteh- 
field, is, in the opinion of his fellow towns- 
men, one of the most promising young busi- 
ness men of the village. Ue was born in 
Meeker county, Minn., Oct. 27, 1861, and is 


the son of Hon. William II. Greenleaf, one 
of the most influential and leading citizens 
of the county. In his younger days, 


Charles received his primary education in 
the primitive log cabin school houses of the 
period, around whose rugged walls fond 
memories throw the glamour of boyhood’s 
haleyon days. After the family removed to 
Litchfield, our subject commenced a more 
advanced course of schooling, finishing with 
a course in the excellent high 
Litchfield, and was graduated With the first 
class to finish in that institution. Te at 
once assumed a position in his father’s place 
of business and continued in his employ 
until attaining his majority in 1882, when 
he entered into the present firm. IIe is also 
engaged in the real estate business, owning 
and controlling an addition to the city of 
Minneapolis, in connection with H. S. Dran- 
ham; and also an addition to the village of 
Litchfield, in company with others. 


schor | 


January 18, 1887, Mr. Greenleaf was 
united*in marriage with Miss Tlaitie D. 
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Campbell, a native of Manchester, Conn., but 
reared in Hartford, the same State. Mr. 
Greenleaf is a careful business man and 
occupies & prominent place in the estimation 
of his fellow citizens. He is at the present 
a member of the village council, represent 
ing the first ward. 


19 GD} eG — 
“as ARL SCHULTZ, a prominent old set- 


. tler of Meeker county, residing on 
section 23, in Harvey tow nship, was born 


in the western part of Prussia, on the 
24th of May, 1830. Ile remained in his 


native land during his boyhood days, and 
until the Ist of April, 1854, when he sailed 
for America, landing in the city of New 
York on the 17th of May. Two days later 
he went to Chicago, and remained near that 
city, working in a lime-kiln for about two 


months. Chicago was then only a small 
village. From there he went to the pineries 


of Northern Michigan, and remained there 
until 1855, when he returned to Chicago. 
In October, 1856, he started for Meeker 
county, Minn., landing at Forest City on the 
1st of November, 1836, and remained there 
until the 10th of the following May. He 
then went to Minneapolis and worked dur- 
ing the summer on a farm near by, for h. 
P. Russell. The following winter he worked 
near Forest City, getting out fence rails. In 
the meantime, on the Ist of November, 
1856, he had taken a preémption on section 
23, Harvey township, and during the sum- 
mer of 1858 he put in some crops and 


worked on the place, remaining upon it until, 


the spring of 1862, when he went to Minne- 
apolis, where he worked at the mason’s trade 
until the following October. He then re- 
turned to Harvey, remained about a month 
and went to Fort Snelling, where, on the 
10th of December, 1863, he enlisted in Com. 
pany D, Second Minnesota Cavalry. He 
served in the Northwest, was with the Sully 
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expedition and remained in the service until 
the 1st of September, 1865, when he was 
discharged on account of sickness, and re. 
turned to Ilarvey township, where his 
brother Rudolph was living. He 
mained with his brother during the winter, 
until he was able to walk again, and then 
went to Minneapolis and spent the summer 
working on the Itussell farm. The ensuing 
winter was spent in Harvey, and the follow- 
ing summer he was engaged at mason work 
at Minneapolis. Phen. 4 in the fall of 1867 
he returned to Harvey and has since made 
this his home. . 

On the 17th of November, 1867, he was 
married to Miss Minna Theile, and the 
fruits of their union have been five children, 
all of whom are still living, as follows— 
Louisa, Ida, Clara, Minnie and Carl. Mr. 
and Mis. Schultz are active members of the 
Lutheran Church and devout Christians. 
Mr. Schultz has taken an active interest in 
all matters calculated to benefit his town- 
ship, and is one of the most substantial and 
highly respected citizens of the county. . 

It may be of interest to state that Mr. 
Shultz’s farm-house was used as headquarters 
by the Indians when the attack was made on 
Forest City in 1862. 
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ARCELLUS GREENWOOD, one of 
| the “ brave boys in blue,” now 
ing in Forest Prairie township, on section 
26, came to the county in 1881, and bought 
eighty acres of land of Michael Flynn. 
where he now lives. He was born in *t. 
Lawrence county, New York, August 2», 
1832, and is the son of Carlos and [oss 
Ann (Duquet) Greenwood, natives of Canada, 
who emigrated to New York in 1830, where 
they made their home until 1866.0 The 
mother died in the Empire State, after which 
the father of our subject removed to Sibley 
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county, Minn. Marcellus) was married, 
October 12, 1853, to Miss Rosanna Gesmer, 
who is also a native of St. Lawrence county, 
N. Y., and by this union there has been 
born a family of twelve children — Libby, 
Mary, Allen, Frank, Emma, Louisa, Sophia, 
Edward, Stephen, Jerome, Rosa and Maggie. 
All the children are married except the last 
five. In his political views Mr. Greenwood 
coincides with the republican party. lis 
family are zealous members of the Roman 
Catholic church. 

During the late civil war, December 28, 
1863, our subject enlisted in Company M, 
Eighteenth New York Cavalry, and served 
with that gallant regiment, being transferred 
to Company I, until May 31,1866,when he was 
mustered out of service at Victoria, Texas, 
and returned to his home. His service was 
chiefly performed in Virginia, the regiment 
being attached to the Army of the Potomac. 
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I:\ UGUST DAVIDSON, a farmer on sec- 

2k tion 18, Acton township, is one of the 
pioneers of Minnesota, having settled within 
its boundaries while it was yet a territory. 
Mr. Davidson isa son of David and Kate 
Nelson, and was born in Sweden on the Ist 
of June, 1838. He came tothe United States 
in 1854, and came direct to Chisago county, 
Minnesota. Jle remained there a few weeks 
and then went to Wisconsin, where, for two 
years, he was employed by one man in farm- 
ine, after which he worked another year for 
a neighbor. He then went to the pineries 
and was employed at lumbering and ‘on the 
drive” until the fall of 1864, when he enlisted 
in Company D, Third Minnesota Volunteer 
Infantry. They were sent South for service 
and participated in several skirmishes but not 
in any pitched battle. After a year’s service, 
the war closed and being honorably dis- 
charged he returned to the pineries of Wis- 
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consin, where he worked until the spring of 
1868. During that spring he came to Meeker 
county, Minn., and bought land in Acton 
township. Heat once began farming, and 
has since made this his home. He has been 
very successful and now owns 270 acres of 
land, and has it improved with substantial 
farm buildings. Ile does a general farming 
and stock-raising business. 

Mr. Davidson was married on the 25th of 
June, 1868, to Matilda Anderson, and their 
union has been blessed with the following 
named children — Levi, born May 20, 1869; 
George, born November 11, 1875; Clara, born 
June 9, 1882; and Arthur, born November 28, 
1884. The family are members of the Swed- 
ish Lutheran Church. In political matters 
Mr. Davidson affiliates with the republican 
party. The parents of Mr. Davidson still re- 
side in Sweden, their native land, while those 
of Mrs. Davidson are residents of Meeker 
county. 


OHN J. SUNDQUIST, the photographic 
artist and notion and clothing dealer of 
Dassel, is a fair representative of the class of 
self-made men who haye “climbed the ladder 
rung by rung” to an easy competence. Jorn 
among the wild and picturesque scenery of 
Sweden, April 28, 1846, the son of John and 
Keser Johnson, his boyhood and youth were 
passed in his native Jand.. His father served 
in the Swedish National Guards, and _ re- 
mained in that kingdom until his death. 
The subject of our narrative, when about 
twenty-three years of age, feeling the impos- 
sibility of raising himself financially above the 
estate in which he was born in that country, 
determined to seek his fortune in the newer 


countries across the sea, and embarking, 
landed upon the shores of America, and 
made his way to Pepin county, Wis. On his 
arrival there, with but fifty cents in his 
pocket, he was taken down siek, and felt that 
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the fortune of the poor emigrant was at < 
very low ebb. As soon as he recovered, he 
started for Minnesota, and on reaching the 
river, opposite Lake City, had but twenty- 
five cents to his name. Something to eat 
cost fifteen of this, and ten cents to cross the 
river, landed him in Minnesota totally penni- 
less and friendless, and the prospect looked 
dark to him indeed. Instead of sitting down 
to grieve about it, however, he found work 
with a farmer near Rochester, with whom he 
remained until fall. In the spring of 1870 
he commenced work on the river division of 
the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul rail- 
road, grading, and was soon made foreman 
of a gung of men. The following spring he 
went to Scott county, this State, when he 
commenced contracting for grading on the 
Hastings & Dakota railroad, and worked 
hard until the fall, when he went to St. Paul 
and there bought a boardmg house and 
saloon which he only ran a_ short. time. 
About the last of 1871, he removed to Car- 
ver county, and took some more contracts 
for grading, and there remained until the 
stoppage of work in 1872. Purchasing some 
land in connection with others, he platted 
and established the village of Norwood, 
where he made his home until 1885, follow- 
ing railroad construction during the swnomer 
months, and photography in the winters. 
The restless activity that ever prompted him 
to better his condition, induced him in the 
spring of 1885, to sell out his interests in 
Norwood, and remove to Dassel village, 
where he purchased ten acres of ground 
adjoining the town site, where he put up his 
residence. Later the same season, he pur- 
chased some town lots and put up the brick 
store building which he now oecupies, laying 
out in these improvements about $4,500, In 
the summer of 1886, Mr. Sundquist put ina 
stock of drugs, but a few months later dis- 
posed of them and opened astock of notions, 
to which he added afterwards, clothing and 


MEEKER COUNTY, MINNESOTA. 


boots and shoes. In connection with. tlys 
business he carries on the photographie art 
gallery, the second story being fitted up for 
that business. 

Mr. Sundquist was married in October, 
1871, to Miss Anna Swenson, a native of 
Sweden. Since becoming a citizen of Dassel, 
Mr. Sundquist has taken a deep interest in 
all matters relating to his adopted home, and 
the people, believing that a man who has 
been so successful in his own affairs, would 
be so in the public’s, elected him to the posi- 
tion of member of the village board of 


trustees in 1888. 
a ED ne 

P. NELSON, one of the most promi- 

2) nent and successful business men in the 
county, is a member of the firm of Nelson, 
Johnson & Larson, dealers in general mer- 
chandise at Litchfield. Mr. Nelson is anative 
of Sweden, born on the 29th of October, 18-40, 
and is a son of Nels and Johanna Anderson. 
His early life was spent in the land of his birth, 
but in 1862, with his parents, he embarked 
for America, and after a voyage of eleven 
weeks they landed on the shores of the new 
world and proceeded to St. Paul. It had 
been their intention to settle on Foot Lake, 
in Kandiyohi county, Minn., but, learning of 
the Indian outbreak,their plans were changed, 
and shortly afterward B. P. Nelson, our sub- 
ject, went to Galesburg, Knox county, LIl., 
where he remained from October, 1862, until 
the following May. We next find him in 
Chicago, where he remained for six montlis 
at work in a brickyard. The following win- 
ter was spent in the pineries of Michigan, 
after which he settled at St. Paul, Minn.. 
and for two vears and a half worked in an 
agricultural warehouse for Bigelow, Murdock 
& Co, After leaving there, for about a year 
he was at various places, principally in Mee- 
ker county, and in Cottage Grove, and then 
went to Nicollet. county, and started a store 
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at New Sweden. Two vearsand a half later 
ie sold his business to his’ brother in-law, 
John Burke, and came to Litchfield, arriving 
here during the vear 187L. Upon his arrival 
he, with his brother, Andrew Nelson, engaged 
in the general mercantile business, and con- 
tinued init for three years, when the business 
was sold to A. Cairncross. After this our 
sabject was engaged in farming and buying 
vrain until 1880, when the present firm of 
Nelson, Johnson & Larson was formed, and 
he hassince devoted his time to the interests 
of the firm, . 

Mr. Nelson was married on the 31st of 
May, 1878, to Emily E. Johnson, and they 
are the parents of four children, one of whom 
died in infancy, and the other three—Archie 
E., Clara E. and Bertram C.—are living. 

Mr. Nelson has taken a prominent and 
active interest in all matters of a public nat- 
ure, and he has been closely identified with 
the growth and development of business 
enterprises of Litchfield. He has been one 
of the directors of the Meeker County Dank 
ever since its organization. 


x ? Zz, 
. 


PERE CARLSON, a successful far- 

“s\ mer residing on section 17, Greenleaf 
township, was born in Sweden, on the 17th 
of February, 1825. His parents were both 
natives of the same country, and lived there 
until the time of their deaths. Andrew 
learned the carpenter’s trade, and worked at 
that and other vocations in hig native land 
until 1869, when he sailed for America. 
Shortly after his arrival he went to Mich- 
wan, Where he was employed chiefly at min- 
vier, and remained until 1874, when he came 
to Meeker county, Minn., and purchased the 
farm in Greenleaf township, where he has 
since lived. Te has a well-cultivated farm 
of 120 acres, and devotes his attention to gen- 
eral farming and stock-raising. Mr. Carlson 
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was married, in 1856, to Maria C. Olson, a 
native of Sweden. She bore him two chil- 
dren, and died in Sweden on the 23d of Feb- 
ruary, 1868. The children were Andrew G. 
and Alfred G. Anderson. Andrew was born 
in 1860, and died in infaney. 

Alfred G. Anderson, the second child, was 
born in Sweden, on the 2Ist of December, 
1863, and came to America when still a lad, 
with his father, with whom he still lives. 
Alfred was married,on the {th of July, 1885, 
to Augusta E. Hagerstrom, and the couple 
have had one child—Elmer T., born May 12, 
1886. 

The father and son are both intelligent, 
progressive citizens. They are prohibition- 
ists in political matters. The family are 
members of the Swedish Baptist Church. 


E\ UGUST SWANSON, a progressive and 
“>. successful farmer and_ stock-raiser 
residing on section 17, Cedar Mills township, 
is a native of Sweden, where he was born on 
the 15th of June, 1844. His early life was 
spent in his native land, where he remained 
until he had reached the age of twenty-four, 
and then came to the United States. Upon 
his arrival he went to Marquette County, 
Mich., where he secured work in the iron 
mines. He remained there for about five 
years, and then started West, and on March 
13, 1874, in company with his brother, Fred 
Swanson, he arrived in Meeker county, 
Minn., and together they purchased the farm 
which had been originaliy taken by J. Y. 
Branham, in the northern part of Greenleaf 
township. August lived there with 
brother until 1876, when he sold his interest 
in the place. After that he worked in that 
township for two years, and in 1s78 he pur- 
chased the farm on section 17, Cedar Mills 
township, where he still resides, erecting the 
house in which he lives, in 1880. Ile has a 
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valuable farm of 200 acres, a good share of 
which is under cultivation, and has substan- 
tia) and comfortable building improvements. 
He devotes his attention extensively to stock- 
raising in connection with his farming, and 
by his integrity, industry and enterprise he 
has gained the reputation of being one of the 
most substantial and most highly respected 
citizens of the township. 

Mr. Swanson was married, November 24, 
1879, to Mrs. Christina Erickson, a native of 
Sweden, who was born October 7, 1832. 


OHN C. KRUGER, a prominent and rep- 

resentative citizen of Ellsworth town- 
ship, living on section 8, caine to this county 
May 27, 1862, and settled on section 8 of the 
same town, where he remained until the 
Indian outbreak that fall. At that time he 
went to Forest City, Kingston, and Clear- 
water, but soon came back and remained 
that winter in Forest City. In the spring he 
moved to a farm in that vicinity, and from 
there after one season spent in Greenleaf 
township, came to his present residence, where 
he took up eighty acres under the homestead 
law, to which he has added some 300 acres, 
and now has an excellent farm. 

Mr. Kruger was born in the northern part 
of Germany, May 1, 1815, and is the son of 
Charles D. Kruger, who was the parent of 
five children —four besides our subject — 
William, Herman, Charles and Mary, the 
latter the widow of John Putzer, of Green- 
leaf. 

Mr. Kruger remained in the “fatherland ” 
until 1851, when he sought in free America 
the chance for achieving a competency denied 
in the land of his birth, so down-trodden is 
it by military despotism. He located in 
IHinois, where he remained until coming to 
Minnesota. Before leaving his native coun- 
try, October 20, 1846, he was united in mar- 
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riage with Miss Mary Long, a native of the 
same Empire, a daughter of Fred Lone. She 
was born March 20, 1824. By this union there 
have been born five children, as follows — 
Charles, Ferdinand, Mary, Minnie and Lizzie. 
In his political faith Mr. Kruger stronely 
clings to the republican doctrines, and sup 
ports the candidates of that party. 
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we RANK MCINTYRE, a well-to-do and 
prosperous farmer of Manannah town- 
ship, has his beautiful home upon section 26, 
and is surrounded by his magnificent estate of 
440 acres of as fine landas any in thecounty. 
He isa native of County Cavan, Ireland, born 
May 12, 1832, and is the son of James and 
Mary (Clark) McIntyre. He remained in the 
Jand of his birth until nineteen vears 
of age, when perceiving the impossibility of 
getting ahead in that Jandlord-ridden land, 
he emigrated to the New World, landing 
in New York city, staying there a year; in 
the fall of 1852, came West, and located in 
Joliet, Iil., where he was employed in the 
stone quarries until 1865, a good share of the 
timeasforeman. In the meantime, however, 
he spent four months in Cuba, laying. the 
first street-car tracks in Havanna. 

In June, 1863, Mr. MeIntyre madea trip to 
Meeker county with the intention of taking 
up a homestead. Part of the way was made 
on foot, notwithstanding the warnings 
and expostulations of the parties along the 
line of his march,as there was a fresh Indian 
scare that summer growine out of the 
killing of Captain Cady. Arriving at Forest 
City, the water was too high to cross, so on 
the advice of F. MeCusker, he decided to take 
iw homestead on section 26. This was thie 
first claim inade north of the Crow river. 
Tle returned to St. Cloud, and filed his entry 
on the homestead, and returned to Joliet, 
where he staid until 18635. In July of that 
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year he brought his family by team as far as 
LaCrosse and then he returned to Joliet to 
finish some work. The family continued 
their journey from LaCrosse in company with 
his wife’s brothers and father,and upon arriv- 
ing here the wife stayed with the McCusker 
family —(her brother-in-law). A cabin was 
commenced on MelIntyre’s claim, which was 
the first house erected in the township north 
of the Crow river. October 18 thecabin was 
“tised — those who helped being James and 
Peter McIntyre, Owen Quinn, Peter McMa- 
hon, Fergus McCusker, Edward Murphy, 
Michael and James McNulty and possibly a 
few others. Mrs. McIntyre cooked their din- 
ner under anoak tree. On the 22d of Novein- 
ber Mr. McIntyre arrived and at once began 
finishing the cabin, but it was not finished 
with doors, etc., until the 20th of December. 
In the meantime, however, they decided to 
oceupy the cabin, so he waded the river and 
brought over his wife and they accordingly 
“moved in.” One of their first mishaps was 
the loss of their only pan of bread dough 
which their dog made a meal of, and Mr. 
McIntyre had to go hungry until his wife 
went to McCusker’s for more provisions. 
During the following winter, 1865-6, he 
completed his stable, finishing it about dark 
New Year’s day. Tis horses refused to go 
into it for the first time in the dark, so he was 
obliged to blanket them and let them stand 
outside till daylight. A storm came up 
which made it severe for the dumb animals, 
but they could not be forced into their new 
quarters until light gave them confidence. 
As he was the first settler on that side of the 
Crow river, he was often cut off from neigh- 
bors by high water. Tle at once went to 
work to develop the place, and from. this 
humble beginning, by incessant labor, natur- 
al business tact,and commendable frugality, 
has built up his present fortune. Mr. McIn- 
tyre devotes considerable attention to stock, 
having now a fine herd of about sixty head 
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of cattle, besides horses. His building im- 
provements are among the finest in the town- 
ship, being surrounded by a fine natural 
grove. 

The subject of this sketch was married 
August 20,1856, to Miss Mary McNulty, a 
native of County Tyrone, Ireland, whio is the 
mother of four children as follows— Mary, 
born May 9, 1857; James P., born March 9, 
1859; Charles F., born December 6, 1862; and 
Rosa A.,born August 25, 1864. 

The first Catholic services in the township 
were held in the log cabin referred to above, 
by Father Anthony, of the Benedictine 
Order. This wason the 3d of August, 1866, 
when Michael McNulty, the father of Mrs. 
McIntyre, died. 
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von, ILLIAM H. SEGAR, a prominent 
‘Mand influential agriculturist of Dar- 
win township, is a representative of the 
thrifty, progressive and enterprising New 
England people, who have pushed their wav 
through every obstacle, in every clime and 
every land, and have carried with thei 
everywhere the civilization 
their forefathers, as well 
present age. 

Mr. Segar was born in Massachusetts, July 
7, 18382, and is the son of Charles H. and 
Ursula (Taylor) Segar, both of whom have 
passed to their reward beyond the grave. 
In his New England home our subject was 
reared, and there received the education 
which is the birthright of every citizen of 
that portion of our great Republic. In Jan- 
uary, 1854, he left the barren soil of the * Old 
Bay State,” and came to the fertile West, 
settling in Jackson county, Iowa, Two 
years later, finding that part of the State too 
hilly for him, he removed to Jones county, 
the same State, where he remained some two 
or three years. Monroe county was the 
next scene of his labors, but in 156s _ he re- 
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moyed to the Missouri slope of Jowa, and 
settled in Monona county, where he remained 
until about 1870, when he came to Meeker 
county. Ife at first settled on section 4, in 
Darwin township, but four years later moved 
to Kingston, and after spending some time 
in the various villages in the county, returned 
to Darwin and located on section 6, where be 
now lives, 

August 5, 1858, Mr. Segar was united in 
marriage with Miss Mary A. Lewis, a native 
of Vermont, and daughter of Moses and 
Julia Lewis. By this union there have been 
eleven children, as follows— Charles D., 
Eudora, Lulu M., Anna, Frank E., Hlarry S., 
Ernest E., Emmett E., Bessie P., Freddie and 
Samuel G. The four first named were born 
in Monroe county, Iowa; Frank in Monona 
county, same State, and the rest in Mecker 
county, Minn. 

In political matters Mr. Segar affiliates 
with the prohibition party, his views coin- 
ciding with the principles of that organiza- 
tion. 
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eas O. LAWSON, senior mem- 

“s\_ ber of the general merchandise firm 
of A. O. Lawson & Co., one of the leading 
merchants of Grove City, was born in 
Sweden, November 38,1855, and is the son of 
Lasse and Christina Ostradson. In 1872 he 
crossed the ocean in search of fortune and 
happiness, and for a time was engaged in 
taking eare of and driving the carriage horses 
of a business man in Minneapolis! During 
the summer of that year he came to Acton 
township and worked in the harvest fields of 
this locality, and spent the following winter 
here in attending school. In the spring he 
returned to Minneapolis, where he was vari- 
ously employed for some two years. Return- 
ing to Meeker county he entered the employ 
of Peter KE. Hanson, with whom he remained 
five years. In the spring of 1581, in com- 
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pany with O. II. Peterson, he started in the 
grocery trade in Grove City, but sold out to 
his partner in the fall, and made a trip to the 
home of his boyhood, and returning in the 
spring he again engaged with P. E. Hanson 
in the real estate business, where he remained 
some two years. About that time the pres- 
ent firm of A. O. Lawson & Co. was formed 
between him and T. G. Forster, since which 
time they have been engaged in this line. 

Mr. Lawson was united in marriage, Octo- 
ber 16, 1884, with Miss Betsey Larson, the’ 
daughter of Ole Larson, of this county, and 
they have been the parents of two children — 
Cora, born September 7, 1885;.and Jose- 
phine, whose birth occurred February 25, 
1887. 

In his political views Mr. Lawson is en- 
tirely independent of party lines, preferring 
to cast his ballot for the best men or the best 
measures, irrespective of political platforms 
or dictates. 
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/:\ LEX CAIRNCROSS, the head of the 
“S\ firm of Cairncross & Palm, of Litch- 
field, is a native of Scotland. When he was 
about twenty-five vears of age he came to 
America with his parents, and the latter pur- 
chased a farm in Sibley county, Minn. Alex 
Jairncross followed steamboat building, to- 
wether with carpentering, for some years; 
later he settled at St. Paul, and was for some 
time engineer in the International Hotel in 
that city. In about the year 1870 he came 
to Meeker county and opened a general store 
at Darwin, where he remained until 1874, 
when he came to Litehtield and bought out 
the business of the Nelson Bros. 


Three years 
afterward he sold his interests here and re- 
turned to his native Jand, and later spent 
some time in traveling through the East. 
He then returned to Litehfield, and again 
entered the mercantile trade. In 1885 John 
Palm became a partner with Mr. Cairncross 


Sobral pb oetodat 0 tg a 
ih apes Toe ‘THD waite npabwnd ¢ i : 
obostant Syria ad oak ov onan | } 1a X 


fis \e 


7. Ap gyn iriaget pal ita, | 
eee coke can cae Heabte’s Iyone act ri Mec he bal wthaoiamoe hoe iA of 
wig oil) seis dorks. Bere Pino, OFF auntie | pity ox inna tebe voit ont 
ont) aac oD. aesirars,t 0 A Jo walang laa ‘ Meooe Me feet 
jeu satus vrai dn? YE Sis Hii?) maurtod. 

Read - ie he weet Tye yan Bey 


wer 
ra 


afte Gets 


‘as, ihe ain vsntoik my; lety Lio a wil 
Men Pe ani? 1G neeiod ef) Tes ods} saspasl 
melisiy oy { lo eteves ods nosed ovotivad ©. 
oh fee del. 7 sdk HO" iow! sn), 
Rag pevcaprekyl Iintnone shivel oendv preryeeg . 
5 ase] 
19 we Meee HEL avaly \nsitiloy entask) -f 
a rea ketty aciyind Gi HY det aby tahiti View 
Wik Of!) omy tierin Jeod ld int Jalhia) ail eyo on Pea, 
AneO! fig iorlfer To avis eT OTH ati. 
eoratell ne) <Thoe. HOLT. 
ia er Tae ee | sintigno auld 
aa » : 
aft Jo bed ots 22QO4MAO KIM, 
MIE Yo, lil Aebasnat> Ye ert eee. | 
erro ial | derebtoo? Tov iten nat lot scent sss | 
G3 Sie Silitren orn? (th. (ANGI tinal i } inset etd ane 
MMpPIndAl Gut Tith Aine maly sis) (die ene AS aiibiaol ‘auld bas 
A ih taney dtdydrnd sil tein | we ‘deel? ene 
Ome Thwd juddiuapie hedoliel gayi) Gaon ote: al, bo 
PetNPY Oiride tet coasted ps ; live wig ont Br4 
Marene We) 25397 oat sont A@ 2a babi on poh 
Wi Phd Lote tintin, abt oe Pee: Ue earth 
‘way oid PHT ‘HD'd, milf mods iT A 4 nny it, 
wee Logins bung Live Winn taster m5s 
Ayer. Hari) bonis off vader ivr a ae 
Sait Veligucre! Pie wah ot apni ad ead Any et | ” 
" nen meat 
A a ag ne) arith nends % oh Ni soiniand 4) 2 
ci ag ea ated alet Lilo vl Usenet ‘ re | er . x ae 
dared hay Bs drat wrhiai etd aad pis ao rete hod her ribo 
rel? Aileront ai ouait ¢ “th, any, 018 


MEEKER COUNTY, MINNESOTA. 


in this business. In 1882 Mr. Cairncross 
opened a boot and shoe store, the only ex- 
elusive boot and shoe store in the village. 
He has always taken an active interest in all 
matters calculated to aid in the development 
of his village or county, and has a large in- 
terest in the woolen mills and also in the 
creamery. Ile is president of the Meeker 
County Bank, in which he is a stockholder, 
and he is otherwise heavily interested in 
property here. 


of whom this article is written, a 


leading agriculturist of Cosmos township, is 
one of the early settlers of 1867. In that 
year he came here and took up a homestead 
upon section 26. He returned to Minneapo- 
lis the following spring, but immediately re- 
turned here, and has made this his home 
ever since. 

Mr. Jackman is a native of Kennebec coun- 
ty, Me., born April 5, 1822, and is the son of 
Eben and Hannah (Hutchinson) Jackman, 
both of whom were also natives of the ** Pine 
Tree State.” Both of his grandfathers 
served in the continental army during the 
struggle for independence, and after their 
term of service had expired, settled in Maine, 
and there died. Eben Jackman, who was a 
farmer, also lived and died in the same local- 
ity. Fora number of years after reaching 
his eighteenth year, our subject was engaged 
in the pineries of Maine and Canada, taking 
charge of the lumber camps, ete. In 1858 
he came to Minneapolis, and went into the 
loveing business towards the headwaters of 
the Mississippi, and remained there for seven 
years. In 1865 hegave up the lumbering busi- 
ness and renting a farm near Minneapolis, 
remained there three years engaged in farm- 
ine. Tle then came to Meeker county, as 
wbove mentioned. On his return May 4, 


1568, he brought his family, and putting up 
¥ 
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his house, made a permanent settlement. In 
1877 he made a trip to the Black Iills, and 
spent the season in gold mining, but returned 
in the fall. 

Mr. Jackman is the oldest resident settler, 
all the others having passed from this world 
or moved to other localities. On his arrival 
here, until he could get up his house, he lived 
in a tent, and cooked at an open fire. When 
the township was organized, the first election 
was held at thé house of our subject. He 
was elected the first chairman of the board 
of supervisors and served as such some three 
years. 

Mr. Jackman and Annette Kk. Page were 
united in marriage February 15, 1852. The 
lady is a native of Bangor, Me.- By this 
union there have been born four children— 
Frank P., Ellra P., Lettie G. and Mabel M. 
Frank is the proprietor of the American 
house at Jlector, and the rest are at home. 
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OBERT N. DAMUTH, one of the intel- 
ay ligent and thorough-going agricultur- 
ists of the town of Kingston, having his 
home on section 22, where he located on 
coming to the county in 1568, is a native of . 
the State of New York. He was born in 
Jefferson county February 8, 1520, and is 
the son of Peter and Elizabeth (Weaver) 


Damuth. He is of Holland Dutch ancestry, 
his grandfather coming from that country 


and settling where the city of Utica now 
stands, erecting his log cabin there, the first 
building on the town plat. 

Our subject was reared in that part of the 
country, receiving his education in the excel 
lent district schools provided by the Empire 
State for the rising generation, and assisted 
his father in the labors of the farm until he 
had attained his majority. At that time he 
commenced life for himself, finding employ- 
ment on the Erie Canal, where he remained 
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some ten years or more, after which he re- 
moved to Marquette county, Wis., and set- 
tled on a farm, where he made his home for 
four years. From that place he removed to 
Columbia county, in the same State, but a 
few years later came to Minnesota, and set- 
tled in Dakota county, whence, in 1868, he 
came to Meeker county. 

August 30, 1843, Mr. Damuth and Miss 
Emily Eliza Stone were united in marriage. 
His life companion is a native of Oswego 
county, N. Y., born January 23, 1827, and 
the daughter of Philo and Eliza L. (Scott) 
Stone, natives of Rhode Island and Connecti- 
cut respectively. By this union there have 
been born a family of ten children—Madison, 
Myron W., Ellen E., Edwin S., Emily E., 
Margaret, Eliza, Carrie A., Addie M. and 
Robert N., Jr. The death angel has taken 
all but the last two named, and there are 
many vacant chairs around the domestic 
hearth. 

In his politics Mr. Damuth is a democrat, 
but has had no political aspirations. He 
has always taken a great interest in educa- 
tional matters. 


EB 


OSEPH HUBBARD, postmaster at Crow 
river, ex-county commissioner, and one 
of the most successful and prominent farmers 
and stock-raisers of Meeker county, is a resi- 
dent of section 33, Union Grove township. 
Mr. Hubbard is a son of Joseph and Mer- 
riam (Brown)Iubbard, and was born on the 
27th of May, 1820. He commended life for 
himself when about nineteen years of age, 
first working in a cotton factory at Three 
Rivers, Mass., remaining there until he was 
twenty-seven years of age. Ie then traveled 
through the country canvassing for news- 
papers until 1854, when he came to Minne- 
sota, and preémpted 160 acres of land in 
Scott county. He lived there for twelve 
years and then sold out and settled at 
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Shakopee, where he remained for four years 
engaged at teaming. In 1869 he came to 
Meeker county and purchased a farm of 240 
acres in Union Grove township, and has since 
made this his home. Besides his residence 
he has a small store building in which he 
keeps quite a large assortment of goods for 
the accommodation of the neighborhood and 
also the postoffice. In connection with his 
general merchandise he also handles a Jim- 
ited line of agricultural implements, plows, ete. 
He has one of the most valuable farms in the 
township, and it is well arranged for diversi- 
fied farming and stock-raising, which he car- 
ries on. Mr. Iubbard has taken an active 
interest in public matters, and no man in 
the northern portion of the county is more 
prominently identified with the official his- 
tory of the county than is he. For the past 
twenty-five years he has held the office of 
justice of the peace, both here and at his 
former place of residence. For six years he 
was a member of the board of county com- 
missioners, and during that time was one of 
the most influential members of that body. 
During the war he was deputy provost 
marshal. 

Mr. Hubbard was married in April, 1842, at 
Northfield, Mass., to Gratia Field, a daughter 
of Oliver and Rhoda Field. She died in 
October, 1864, leaving three children, as fol- 
lows—Emma, born Jan, 21,1844; Edward J., 
born Feb. 1, 1847; and Crissa, born in Decem- 
ber, 1857, died in January, 1864. Emma 
married Abner §. Marshall, and they live in 
Union Grove; they have five children—J os- 
eph B., Mabel C., Lewis C., Frank F., and 
Anna II. Edward J. married Fidelia Nich- 
ols, and they live in McPherson county, Dak.: 
they have four children—George A., Charles 
E., Addie L., and Linna I. 

Mr. Hubbard’s second marriage occurred 
in April, 1866, when he was wedded to Mrs. 
Mianda McKinney, formerly Miss Tidden. 


By her marriage with Frederick Mehinney 
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— William 

F., Fannie, Edwin A., and Ever- 
son Rh. F annie and William are dead. Mrs. 
Mianda Ilubbard died in June, 1870. Mr. 
Hubbard’s present wife was the widow of 
Samuel McCoy, formerly Miss Elisabeth 
Haseltine. They have two adopted children— 
Ida and Oliver. 

In 1876 the First Universalist Church of 
Crow river was organized, and Mr. Hubbard 
was chosen deacon, he having been for years 
a believer in that faith. 

Politically Mr. Hubbard has been a repub- 
lican. ever since the birth of that party, and 
has cast his ballot for every republican nom- 
inee for president up to date. 

He has always been a constant reader and 
patron of republican literature. Delieving 
that the boys of to-day will be the men of 
to-morrow he has liberaily supplied his own 
family with the best of literature, which has 

_been almost acirculating library in his neigh- 
borhood. 


she had had five children, as follows 


O., George 


REDERICK ADAMS, one of the hard- 

working agriculturists of Collinwood 
township, living upon section 1, is a native 
of Hampshire, England, born September , 
1839, and is the son of Henry and Mary 
(Marsh) Adams. Jlis parents were of the 
class of sturdy yeomen of Albion that 
have made that island so famous in history, 
and were born, like their forefathers, in that 
Empire. From the time he was about seven 
years old, our subject was employed in farm- 
labor until leaving his native Jand. 
1860, he was united in marriage with Miss 
Eliza Forder, who was born, also, in Iamp- 
shire December 9, 1838. She is the daughter 
of George and Elizabeth (Bowen) Forder. 
Her father, a native of same country, was 
born May 17, 1804, came to America in Apri, 
1871, and died November 31, 1881. Her 
mother died in England, in 1858. 
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Mr. Adams, appreciating the improbability 
of his acquiring a competency in his native 
land, determined to seek his fortune in the 
United States, the land of the free, and 
accordingly, on the 6th of April, 1871, bid- 
ding adieu to “ White-cliffed Albion,” he 
sailed for America, and after a pleasant and 
easy vovage, landed at New York, April 17, 
1871. Onthe 21st of the same month, he 
reached the home of William Forder, in 
Indiana. He remained in that State, em- 
ployed ina saw mill and on a farm, until the 
following spring, when he came to Collin- 
wood township, this county, where, April 6, 
1872, he purchased forty acres of railroad 
land on section 1, upon which he moved and 
has since made his home. He now has an 
excellent farm of 120 acres in this and scc- 
tion 11, about fifty-five acres of which has 
been cleared of the primeval forest that 
covered it. The first vear he was here, he 
was in absolute penury, having but little 
provisions and often suffering for the want 
of the necessaries of life. But energy and 
diligence will accomplish much, and he has, 
assisted only by bis devoted wife and chil- 
dren, succeeded in turning the point that leads 
to competency and fortune. 

Mr. and Mrs. Adams’ marital life has been 
blessed by the advent of four children, 
follows—William, whose birth took place 
March 31,1861; Elizabeth, born October 26, 
1865; Mary Ann, whose birth dates from 
December 5, 1867; and George Henry, born 
August 22, 1871. In his political views Mr. 
Adams coincides with the republican party, 
and has held the office of road overseer of 
his district for over ten years. 
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PROMINENT business man of Meeker 
aN county is D. Ermauisr, watchmaker 
Bey jeweler, of Litchfield, who is a native of 
Sweden, in 1848. Ilis parents were 


born 
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John Magnus Elinquist and Christena John- 
son, both of whom are now deceased. Mr. 
Elinquist commenced in early manhood to 
Jearn the jeweler’s trade, at which he has be- 
come so proficient. In 1869 he came to Min- 
neapolis, Minn., but a short time later went 
to Wisconsin, where he worked at his trade 
with his brother, P. J. Elmquist, with whom 
he remained as journeyman until 1872. He 
then returned to Minneapolis and went into 
business with this brother, and remained 
there four years; then after that he located 
at Litchfield, opening a jewelry store as a 
branch of their Minneapolis store, but later 
on bought out his brother’s interest, and still 
continues in that business, carrying a full and 
complete stock of everything in that line. 
Mr. Elmquist was one of the charter mem- 
bers of Litchfield lodge, No. 50, A. O. U. W., 
and is also an active member of the Litch- 
field fire department. 

Mr. Elmquist was married, February 22, 
1876, to Miss Ida M. Hultgren, of Minneap- 
olis, and they have been blessed with five 
children, four of whom are still living. The 
names of the survivors areas follows—Emily 
Christine, Minnie, Charles J. and John Ar- 
thur. Mr. and Mrs. Elmquist are prominent 
and zealous members of the Swedish Luth- 
eran Church at Litchfield, and exemplary 
Christian people. 


ICHARD ELLIOTT, an active citizen 
Sof Dassel, and the proprietor of the 
G. A. R. louse, is one of the veterans of the 
Jate civil war 


“Whose faith and truth 
On war's red touchstone rang true metal.” 

He is a native of Bakersville, Vt., born in 
1839, and is the of William E, and 
Miranda (IIarvey) Elliott. 

When Richard was only a year old, his 
parents moved to St. Lawrence county, 
N. Y., and, amid the wild scenery of that 


son 
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section, our subject was reared until he was 
sixteen years old. About that time the fam- 
ily, tired of the stony soil of the East, caine 
with the “star of empire” and settled in the 
town of Ossian, Winneshiek county, Iowa, 
among the earliest settlers of that county. 
On the 15th of December, 1861, Itichard E]- 
liott enlisted in CompanyC, Thirteenth United 
States Infantry, and served until December 
12, 1864, when he received his discharge at 
Nashville, Tenn. Ie participated in some 
nine pitched battles, prominent among 
which were the siege of Vicksburg, Chatta- 
nooga, and Mission Ridge. He was fortun- 
ate enough to escape without a wound 
or scratch, or ever having been in hospital 
after leaving their barracks. On his dis- 
charge, he returned to his home in Iowa, 
but shortly after removed to Fillmore county, 
this State, whither his father had preceded 
him. In 186¥ he moved to Stevens county, 
and took up a homestead, where he remained 
until 1876, suffering two years from grass- 
hoppers, which devoured his crops, and two 
years from drouth, which burned them up. 
These circumstances embarrassed him finan- 
cially, and he traded the farm off for an in- 
terest in the steam saw-mill at Dassel, to 
which place he removed with his family. 
Two years later he sold his mill interests and 
erected the hotel, which, for a time, he 
leased. In 1881 he took charge of it him- 
self, and has run it ever since. In connec- 
tion, he is considerably engaged in buying 
and shipping hoop-poles and cordwood. 

Mr. Elliott was united in marriage with 
Miss Sallie L. Huntley, October 8, 1568, in 
Fillmore county, Minn. The lady isa native 
of Beaver Dam, Wis., and is the mother of 
four children—Mertie, now Mrs. L. Whitta- 
ker, of Cokato; James D., Jasper, and 
Thoren. Mr. Elliott is quite prominent in 
G. A. R. eireles; was a charter member and 
is the present officer of the guard of Colfax 
Post, No. 133, of the village of Dassel. 
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NDREW ELOFSON, one of the lead- 
J ing citizens of Swede Grove town- 
ship, is a son of Elofson and Bertha Ander- 
son. IIe was born in Sweden, on the 18th 
of July, 1840. His father died in Sweden, 
in 1855, and in 1857, with lis mother, An- 
drew came to the United States. He settled 
in Swede Grove township, Meeker county, 
Minn., in 1857, and this has since been his 
home. The mother and three sons were 
among the first settlers in the township. 
Andrew has a well-tilled and valuable farm 


on section 29, where he carries on general | 


farming and stock-raising, and has accumu- 
o (=) 
lated a fair competency. Mr. Elofson’s 


mother died in Swede Grove, in 1871. 

Andrew Elofson was married, on the 81st 
of December, 1870, to Miss Sine Peterson, a 
daughter of Hans and Betsy Peterson, resi- 
dents of Swede Grove township. Mr. and 
Mrs. Elofson have been blessed with the fol- 
lowing named children—Matilda, born April 
13, 1873; Elmerth, born September 20, 1875 ; 
Morris, born October 4, 1877; Mahal. << 
November 1, 1881, and Alma, born August 
27, 1886. Mr. Elofson has taken a promi- 
nent part in all matters pertaining to the west- 
ern portion of the county, and has taken an 
active interest in all the township and official 
matters. He has been township assessor for 
the past eighteen vears; has been pathmas- 
ter anumber of terms; chairman of the su- 
pervisors several terms, and has also, at yari- 
ous times, held the offices of town clerk, 
school clerk, school treasurer and scheol di- 
rector. Je can certainly be justly termed 
one of the leading and representative farmers 
of Meeker county. 
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| “JETER J. CONNOLE, a thrifty and en- 
— terprising young man who is engaged 
and stock-raising on section 16, 
Harvey township, is a native of Pennsyl- 
Vania, and was born on the 16th of April, 


in farming 
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1865. His parents were Peter 
Connole. The father, Peter, was a native of 
Ireland, born November 1, 1830. When 
still young he came to the United States and 
settled in Holliday sburgh, Blair county, Pa. 
The family remained there until 1872, when 
they removed to Meeker county, Minn., and 
settled in Harvey township, where they were 
living at the time of the death of the father, 
Auegust 22,1877. Lis death was the result 
of a runaway. He had rented a farm in 
Kandiyohi county, and was on his way from 
home to the farm when the sad aecident 
occurred, and it was supposed that the 
wagon ran over him. When found he was 
still living, but so seriously injured that he 
died within eight hours. Ilis death was a 
sad blow to the family, as he was beloved by 
them and respected by all who knew him. 
Ilis widow, who was also a native of Ireland, 
is still living in this township. They had a 
family of nine children, who are still living, 
six boys and three girls. Their names are as 
follows—Thomas W., John C., Mary A., 
Peter J., Katie E., mene B., Rodger, Patrick 
and Martin PF. 

Peter J. Connole, the subject of this sketch, 


and Bridget 


has followed farming most of his life. He 
received a common-school education, and 


imbibed the same principles of frugality and 
industry which are characteristic of the race 
from which he springs. Ile is a good man- 
ager and has been very successful in his farm- 
ing operations. In religion he is a Catholic, 
and in political matters he supports the dem- 
ocratie principles. 
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i) AVID SHEPHERD, an active, promi- 
is nentand enterprising farmer, residing 
on section 29, Greenleaf township, was born 
in Scotland on the 2d of April, 1:44. He 
can trace his genealogy back through four 
generations, William Shepherd being the 
name of his great-great-great-grandfather, 
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then James in the next degree. His grand- 
fatber, Wiliam Shepherd, was born in Scot- 
land about the year 1756. Lis father was 
born in the same country, and still lives 
there, being now about seventy-one years of 
age. Tle (David’s father) was married in 
1840 to Margaret Ayer, and they were the 
parents of two children—David, our subject, 
and James, who is now living in New Zea- 
Jand. 

David Shepherd, of whom we write, left 
his native land in 1869 and settled in Can- 
ada, where he remained about one vear, and 
then removed to St. Paul, Minn. After three 
months’ residence there he went to Hastings 
and remained a like period, then went to 
Minneapolis. Here he left his family and went 
to Colorado and Nevada, and after a sojourn 
in that region of some fourteen months re- 
turned to Minneapolis. On the 27th of April, 
1879, he arrived in Meeker county, Minn., and 
purchased of Anna McGraw a farm on sec- 
tion 29, Greenleaf township, where he has 
since lived. He now has a valuable farm, 
which consists of about 800 acres of land, 
his buildings being located on the line be- 
tween sections 29 and 32. It is a most de- 
sirable place, containing some forty acres of 
timber, and he has it well stocked. He de- 
votes his time to diversified farming and 
stock-raising, and well deserves the standing 
which he maintains of being one of the most 
solid and influential farmers in the township. 
In political matters Mr, Shepherd is a repub- 
lican, and has taken an active interest in 
affairs of that nature, having held various 
local offices which his fellow-citizens have 
desired him to fill, Ile is the present chair 
man of the township supervisors, and the 
fact that he isthe present treasurer of school 
district No. 34 is evidence of the well-known 
fact that he takes a commendable interest in 
educational matters. 

On the Sth of June, 1869, Mr. Shepherd 
Was married to Elizabeth Thompson, who 
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was a native of Scotland. Their union has 
been blessed with the following children, all 
of whom are still living: D. K., born Janu- 
ary 7, 1872; Christina A., born April 25, 
1874+; and Mageie S., born March 31, 1879. 


tp ee 
AMES LAWTON, one of the pioneers of 
Forest Prairie township, came to 
Meeker county in 1867, and took upa home- 
stead on section 82, where he now resides, 
carrying on general farming. He was born 
in Hadley, Saratoga county, N. Y., March 
19, 1825, and is the son of David and Thank- 
ful (Parmeter) Lawton, the latter a native 
of White Hall, N. Y., and the former of 
Dennison, Vt. During the childhood of 
our subject his father’s house was de- 
stroyed by fire, and with it the records of the 
family, so they are lost. In January, 1856, 
the mother of our subject died in Lafayette, 
McKean county, Penn., and the father’s de- 
cease occurred in 1858. 

James Lawton passed his school days in 
Wayne and Morgan counties, N. Y., with his 
brothers and sisters, whose names were— 
Amos, Ruth, Pollie, Luey, David, Huldah, 
Hester, Daniel and Jonathan. In 1846 he 
removed with his parents to Warren county 
Penn., where they lived some six or seven 
years, he being engaged in farming and in 
lumbering. In 1856 he came west and _set- 
tled in Shelby county, IJ., where he remained 
unti] August 11, 1862, when, leaving wife and 
family, he enlisted at the call of patriotism, in 
the One Hundred and Fifteenth Hlinois Infan- 
trv,and participated in all the skirmishes and 
battles in which his regiment was engaged, 
the principal one being that of Chickamauga. 
Ile was discharged August 14, 1564, on ac- 
count of disability, and returned home. Ile 
then came to Meeker county to look over 
the country, and went back to Hlinois, where 
he remained two years longer, and then came 
here and settled. 
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Mr. Lawton was married March 25, 1859, 
to Miss Mary M. Vermillion, a native of 
Shelby county, Ill, where she was married, 
and daughter of James and Jane (I*letcher) 
Vermillion. Uer birth took place December 
Is42. By this union there has been 
born one son—David E., whose birth took 
place July 26,1882, Mr. Lawton isa staunch 
republican in political faith, and has held 
various local offices. He is a prominent and 
zealous member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and class leader of the congregation 
at Forest City. 
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LARK L. ANGELL, photographer, is 
well as one of the first settlers at Litchfield, 
after the village was platted. He was born 
in Jefferson county, N. Y., in May, 1838, 
and is the son of Nicholas and Aseneth 
Angell. His parents were both natives of 
Vermont, but were removed by their families 
to New York in their childhood. His father 
was enrolled among the brave defenders of 
his country, during the last war with Great 
Britain in 1812-1815, and it is within the 
recollections of his mother viewing the battle 
upon Lake Champlain, as they lived at or near 
Plattsburgh. After their marriage the par- 
ents of our subject removed to Jefferson 
county in the same State, where the elder 
Mr. Angell died, at the age of sixty-one. 
His widow came to Minnesota, where she 
died at the advanced age of eighty-cight. 
Clark L. was reared in the Emptre State, 
but at the age of eighteen years commenced 
life for himself, starting for the West in 
the fall of 1855, stopping first at Dunlieth, 
Il., which was then the terminus of the 
‘uilroad., From there he took a boat up the 
Mississippi river to St. Paul, and the follow- 
ing spring, of 1856, he claimed government 
land near Rockford, Minn., that being previ- 
ous to the laying out of the village. ile re- 


~Y one of the pioneers of Minnesota, as | 
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mained there, improving his claim, until the 
war broke out, when, in the fall of 1861, in 
response (o the first call for men, he enlisted 
in Company A, Third Minnesota Infantry. 
He spent a year in the army, serving in 
Tennessee and Kentucky, and was finally 
discharged on account of sickness, and soon 
returned to Minnesota. He then learned 
photography, and spent most of his time on 
the road, until the fall of 1869, when he 
settled in Litchfield and opened the art gal- 
lery, which he still conducts. He at once 
erected a house and brought his family here 
in the spring of 1870. Litchfield has since 
been his home, and he now has one of the 
finest and most complete galleries in this part 
of the State. Mr.-Angell is an active mem- 
ber of the Grand Army of the Republic, and 
was one of the charter members of the first 
post organized at Litchfield. He also a 
member of the Masonic fraternity, having 
been one of the charter members of Golden 
Fleece Lodge, No. 89. 


OSES H. BOGAR, who is one of the 
self-made men of Collinsyood town- 
ship, lives on section 2. Heisason of Thom- 
as IL. Bogar, who is mentioned at length else- 
wherein this volume, to whose sketch the 
reader is also referred for much of the person- 
al history of the gentleman whose name 
heads this article. 

Moses H. Bogar was born in Tazewell 
county, Va:, November 28, 1842. When 
about seven years of age he removed with his 
parents to Pike county, Ky., where he was 
reared to agricultural pursuits. At the 
breaking out of the civil war, he enlisted, 
October 25, 1861, in Company Il, Four- 
teenth Kentueky U.S. Infantry, and went 
into active service, participating in the bat- 
tles of Ganley, Middle Creek, and Half Moun- 
tain, Kentucky; Hagar Gap, Koeler Pole, 
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Virginia; and Tazewell, Tenn., Altoona, 
Cupp’s Farm, and Atlanta, Ga., Jonesboro, 
and various other battles of the campaign. 
Ie served successively under the following 
generals: Nelson, Garfield, White, Beard, 
Morgan, Cooper, Iaskel, Schofield, Sherman, 
and, lastly, Thomas. 

Our subject came to Minnesota with his 
father in 1866, and settled on section 2, Col- 
linwood. On the Istof March, 1869, he was 
inarried to Mrs. Mary C. (Graves) Livingston. 
She died in May, 1852, leaving six children, 
as follows — Lizzie May, born February 18, 
1870; Edward G., born July 18,1871; Cyn- 
thia C., born September 9, 1875; Joseph 
O., born February 28, 1876; Moses If., born 
February 2,1878; and John P., born Febru- 
ary 1, 1880. 


On the 13th of December, 1883, Mr. Bo- 


gar married Caroline, a daughter of Volney’ 


and Lura (Farrington) Gay, who was born 
July 21, 1857. This marriage has been 
blessed with two children — Geneya Blanche 
and Ruth Lillian. 

Mr. Bogar’s house was destroyed by fire, 
with most of its contents, April 1, 1888. In 
political matters our subject is an opponent 
of monopoly and is a prohibitionist. IIe has 
held several local offices with honor. 
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“o\NLAF B. JORGENSON, the efficient 
J and trustworthy harness maker of the 
village of Grove City, is a nativeof Norway, 
born February 26, 1868, and is the son of 
Ove E. and Bertha Jorgenson. He was 
reared in that rugged but picturesque land, 
amid its bold mountains and velvety valleys, 
until about sixteen years of age, coming to 
America in 1884. Coming directly to the 
State of Minnesota, after a few days spentat 
Willmar, our subject went to Kirkhoven, and 
worked at the harness maker's trade with his 
brother Oscar, and remained there some five 
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months. Ile then returned to Willmar and 
worked for an uncle, Martin Jorgenson, at 
the same trade, for about two months, at the 
close of which time he came to Grove City, 
and for nearly two years followed his trade 
with A. H. Lind. In March, 1887, he quit 
work here and went to St. Paul and worked 
for W. Hl. Konants & Bro., with whom he 
only staid until October Ist, when he returned 
to Grove City and bought out Mr. Lind, anc 
commenced business for himself. He has 
always a full and complete stock of all kinds 
of goods in his line, and being an excellent 
workman, honest and true, and of pleasant 
manners, he has a large and increasing busi- 
He commenced to learn his trade in 
Norway with his father, who is a harness 
maker, as is the only brother he has in this 
country, who now lives at Benson. 
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‘AMES H. SHIMIN, a farmer of Kingston 

township, residing upon section 26, 
where he has a nice place, is a native of 
Albany, the capital of the State of New York, 
born January 1, 1880, and isthe son of Jolin 
and Ann (Corros) Shimin, both of whom first 
saw the light in the Isle of Man, a dependency 
of the British Empire, located in the Irish Sea. 
Ilis parents came to America in 1829, and 
settled in Albany, where they resided many 
years and where the father died. In 1544 
the mother removed to Michigan and made 
her home there until 1867, when she came to 
Minnesota and located in Hennepin county, 
where she died at the age of eighty four 
She was a devout Christian and a 


years, 
member of the Episcopal church. 

The subject of this memoir was reared 
upon a farm, and has always followed the 
occupation of a farmer. Commencing life 
on his own account in New York State ia 
the age of eighteen years, he essayed agri- 
culture in the Empire State, but later re 
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moved to Michigan, where he lived until he 
exme to Hennepin county, Minn., where he 
made his home until December, 1876, when 
he came to Meeker county, arriving here the 
Isth of that month. 

Mr. Shimin was married in January, 1861, 
to Miss Mary Ann Thomas, a native of cae 
mond county, Ind., and daughter of Robert 
Thomas, of that State. She came to Hen- 
nepin county, this State, where she was 
united in marriage to our subject, and there 
died December 21, 1865, leaving one child — 
Edgar T., born December 5, 1863, Mr. 
Shimin again contracted a matrimonial alli- 
ance, August 14, 1887, with Miss Maggie 
Francis, a resident of Kmgston township, a 
native of Meeker county, this State, and 
daughter of A. J. and H. Francis. 

In his politics Mr. Shimin is a republican 
and is the present treasurer of school district 
No. 33. During the great civil war our sub- 
ject, with commendable patriotism, enlisted 
February 18, 1864, in Company Bb, Sixth 
Minnesota Infantry, and served until the 
close of the war with that gallant regiment, 
receiving his discharge August 19, 1865. 
Ilis record while carrying a musket is that 
ofaloyaland gallant soldier and one * prompt 
to every duty’s call.” 
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M. BECKSTRAND is a_ well-known 
and highly respected farmer, who 
on section 10, Greenleaf township. 

Ile has one of the finest farms in the county, 

and his farm buildings are a credit to the 

township in which he-lives. Lis place con- 
sists of 207 acres of land, a good portion of 

Which is under cultivation, and, as he has it 

Well stocked, he devotes his time to general 

farming and stock-raisine. 

Mr. Beckstrand is a native of Sweden, and 
was born on the Ist of December, 1849. Te 
remained in his native land until the fall of 
Isis), when he came to the United States, 


resides 


COUNT 
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and made his way directly to Greenleat 
township, Meeker county, Minn., where his 
uncle, Jolin Sampson, was then living. This 
township has been his home ever since. In 
1581 Mr. Beckstrand sent for his parents, 
who were still living in the tand of his birth, 
and they then came to this country, and are 
now living in Cedar Mills township with one 
of their sons. 

In 1875 the subject of our sketch was 
married to LGengta Nelson, and their mar- 
riage was blessed with one child, a girl 
named Emma G., who was born in Septeim- 
ber, 1878, and who died March 11, 1879, 
and was buried in the DBeckville Cemetery. 
Mrs. Beckstrand’s parents were natives of 


Sweden; her father died there, and her 
mother is stillliving in the Fatherland. Mr. 


and Mys. Beckstrand are members of the 
Swedish Lutheran church. Mr. B. has taken 
an active interest in public affairs, and has 
for tivo years been a member of the board otf 
supervisors of the township. 
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AMUEL A. HEARD. Among the prom- 
) inent figures in the history of Litch- 
field, of hicks he is a resident, is the gentle- 
man whose name heads this sketch, w he was 
the pioneer merchant of the place. 
born in Newport, Canada, September 6, 1881, 

and is the son of Samuel and Sophronia M. 

(Williams) Heard, bot hof whom were natives 
of the same province. Ie was reared upon 
a farm and remained with his parents until 
his twenty-third year, when he came to the 
United States, and, after a short time spent 
in [llmois and Wisconsin, in the spring of 
1856 came to Minnesota, and scttled 
Wright county, where he located on a farin 
of 160 acres, Which he took up on govern- 
ment land, a few miles south of Clearwater. 
The first summer was employed in looking 
after the interests of the Clearwater Town 
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Site Company, and the following winter in 
teaching, schoo! a short distance from the 
village. Next spring, in company with a 
Mr. Chase, he bought out the mercantile 
establishment of Gibbs & Whitney, of Clear- 
water, and remained in that business for 
over a year, when, the firm being dissolved, 
Mr. Heard built another store, and again 
entered into trade, and followed it until 
1861. He had been appointed deputy post- 
master in 1857, and had charge of the mails 
until 1861, when, his health failing, he gave 
up his business altogether, and spent the fol- 
lowing vear in Maine and Canada, returning 
to Clearwater in the spring of 1862, where 
he passed some time, and later went to Cold 
Springs, where he rebuilt the Hour-mill, which 
had beendestroyed by fire. After gravitating 
between this State and his native home for 
some vears, in 1869 he came to Litchfield, 
and, in company with C. D. Ward, opened the 
first store in the embryo village. After con- 
tinuing in the mercantile trade, both with 
his partner and alone, until 1880, Mr. Heard 
then sold ont and retired from trade. He 
has large real-estate interests in the village 


still, and stock in the woolen-mills and other’ 


enterprises in Litchfield, and finds in their 
conservation and improvement sufficient em- 
ployment. In 1878 he was elected a mem- 
ber of the village council, and in 1879 as mayor 
of the place, and served with great credit to 
himself. Ie hasalways been deeply imbued 
with religious ideas, and has always lent a 
helping hand inall church matters. He had 
charge of the erection of the first church edi- 
fice in the village, the Presbyterian, and was 
chairman of the building committee. 

Mr. Heard was united in marriage, Octo- 
ber 1, 1871, with Miss N. II. Bowen, a native 
of Chenango county, N. Y., and daughter of 
Luther and Martha (Hatch) Bowen, both of 
whom are natives of Connecticut, and both 
of whom were among the first settlers of 
that region, settling there in 1785.) Mr. 
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Heard isa prominent member of the Ancient 
Order of United Workmen, and is one of the 
Past Grand Masters of the Grand Lodge of 
this State. 

During the civil war Mr. Heard was ap- 
pointed ensign of Company A, Nineteenth 
Regiment, M. V. M. He assisted in raising 
a company for service in 1861, and was to 
have gone with them, but poor health induced 
the doctor to order his remaining at home, 
much to his regret. 

Mr. Heard has always been prominently 
identified with the best interests of the vil- 
lage. He was a charter member and is the 
master workman of the Litchfield Lodge of 
Ancient Order of United Workmen. 


KR HARLES H. ATKINSON, a young and 
SLY enterprising farmer of Forest City 
township, is a native of Pennsylvania, born 
May 7, 1855, and is the son of Hon. James 
b. Atkinson, one of the pioneers of Meeker 
county, a sketch of whom is given in the 
pages of this Arsum. Charles came to this 
county with his father’s family in 1857, and 
here resided until about eighteen years of 
age, When he went to Minneapolis to read up 
in the higher branches of studies, in the 
Union Schoo]. Returning from there he en- 
tered the office of Hlon. A. C. Smith, with 
whom he read Jaw, but finally abandoned 
that and settled down upon a farm, where he 
now lives. He has been the incumbent of 
several township offices, first filling that of 
assessor for some two years; and then that 
of justice of the peace for a like term, and: 
now isthe present chairman of the town 
board of supervisors. 

Mr. Atkinson and Miss Ida Mitcliell 
plighted their mutual vows at the marriave 
altar, June 27, 1882. The lady is the daugh- 
ter of David Mitchell, one of the oldest set- 
tlers of this county, and whose memoir can 
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be found in this volume. By this union there 
have been born two children—Stella Eliza- 
beth and Charles Herbert. M2. Atkinson, 
following the traditions of the family, isa 
staunch democrat, politically. 
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OHN E. ZACKRISON, a respected farm- 
J er, residing on section 17, Cedar Mills 
township, has been a resident of Meeker 
county since 1875. He isa native of Sweden, 
and was born January 4, 1847. THis early life 
was spent in the land of his birth, where he 
remained until he was twenty-one years of 
age, When he came to the United States and 
settled in Marquette county, Mich. While 
there he was employed in iron mining, con- 
tract drilling and various other lines of work, 
After he had been there five years he rented 
a farmand engaged in the milk and dairy 
business. Two years later, in the spring of 
1875, he sold out his interests there and came 
to Meeker county, Minn. Upon his arrival 
he purchased a farm of 316 acres in the town 
of Greenleaf, and remained on that for three 
years. Tle met with a number of serious 
reverses. The first year he had a very fair 
crop; the second year he did not raise over 
live bushels to the acre; and the third year 
he lost all his grain on account of the grass- 
hopper depredations. These misfortunes 
proved a severe setback to him and resulted 
in the loss of his farm, upon which he had 
pid $1,500 in cash. During the summer of 
IS78 he remained in Greenleaf township, 
working for various parties, and in the fall 
of the same year he purchased the farm on sec- 
tion 17, Cedar Mills township, upon which he 
still resides. Te now owns 160 acres of land, 
a yood share of which is under cultivation, 
and devotes his time and energies to raising 
stock and doing general farming. Lis enter- 
prise, industry and economy have again placed 
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standing the severe reverses and misfortunes 
through which he has passed, and he now 
ranks as one of the substantial and leading 
farmers of his township. 

Mr. Zackrison was married on June 19, 
1869, at Negaunee, Mich., to Miss Caroline 
Swanson, who is also a native of Sweden. 
She was born on September 18, 1837. Their 
marriage has been blessed with four children, 
as follows— Hulda J., born June 12, 1874; 
Annie S., born September 3, 1876; Ella M., 
born November 18, 1878, and Oscar E., born 
May 18, 1881. 


AMES GRANT, an industrious and ener- 

getic agriculturist of Collinwood town- 
ship, was born in the parish of Cromdal, 
Scotland, August 1, 1807, and is the son of 
Donald and Catherine (Grant) Grant, natives 
of the same country. 

Like many of the boys of that land, he at 
an early age commenced working both at 
home and elsewhere, and made his home in 
the “land of heather” until 1835, when, with 
a wish to better his condition, he came to the 
United States, landing in New York. He 
remained in that city from Angust 18 to the 
28th of the following April, employing him-: 
self at whatever he could find to do. From 
there he went to Maysville, Ky., but after 
a year’s experience there gardening and por- 
tering, he removed to Louisville and worked 
inastore. At Millstown, Ky., he was next 
employed, as engineer of a large distillery, 
where he remained some five years. At the 


expiration of that time he went to Madison, 


Ind., and there rented a farm and lived four 
years. While at that place he was married, 
January 7, 18-1, to Miss Elizabeth McMillen, 
a native of Jefferson county Ind., the daugh- 
ter of Robert Me Millen, and who died in 1845. 
From Madison he removed to Winooski, in 
the same State, where he dwelt for about 


him in comfortable cireumstances, notwith- | twenty years. He was married there, to 
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Miss Rebecca Fifer, June 3, 1847. By this 
union there has been born a family of nine 
children, as follows—-George, James, Will- 
iam, John, Sarah, Belle, Ann Catherine, Jane 
and Mary. Mr. Grant came to Mecker 
county on the 16th of October, 1866, and 
built a house on Jand that he supposed to be 
his, but two years later, finding his error, 
moved to his own place, on section 26, where 
he now lives. He has 120 acres, well im- 
proved. 


neers et 


-OHN P. FALK, one of the leading farm- 
ers of Acton township, is a native of 
Schleswig, a province of Denmark, which the 
Germans took in 1864. Ile was born on the 
17th of February, 1833, and came to the 
United States in 1876, and after stopping for 
about two months on Two Rivers, in Mor- 
rison county, Minn., walked from there to 
Acton township, a distance of eighty-two 
miles, in two days. One difficulty he en- 
countered was in finding a place to stay all 
night, as he had $1,200 on his person, and 
feared robbery; but after considerable 
trouble, he found a place at German’s where 
he was hospitably treated. In Denmark he 
had owned a small farm, which he had sold 
before leaving the old country, and upon his 
arrival in Acton he purchased eighty acres 
on section 32, with no improvements, paying 
$1,000 for it. He has added forty acres to 
the farm since, and now has a comfortable 
home and a valuable farm. He has substan- 
tial farm buildings, and his bawn is the most 
conveniently arranged in the township, it 
being so built that he can water his stock 
without t: ikine them out of their stalls, and 
it is so warm that water does not freeze in it 
during the most severe weather. 

Mr. Falk was married, on the 27th ‘of 
March, 1857, to Sophia Christianson, who 
was born on the 2Ist of September, 1830. 
They have had the following children—John, 
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born January 258, 1858, died when about five 
months old; Laurine, born September 12, 
1859, married Martin Hinck, and lives in 
Minneapolis; and Peter John, born Decem- 
ber 2, 1861. The family are members of the 
Norwegian Lutheran Church. Mr. Falk has 
taken a prominent part in public affairs. IHe 
was one of the founders of the insurance 
company which was organized in Acton and 
Genesee townships, and has been treasurer 
of the company since its organization. Ie 
has devoted a great deal of time and money 
to the interests of the association, and de- 
serves much credit for his zeal. Je has 
also been church treasurer for a number of 
years, and has spared neither labor nor 
money when the good of the cause demanded 
his aid. In political matters he is a demo- 
crat, and has held various offices of trust, in- 
cluding that of supervisor for two years. 
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ELSON TURNER. The great Empire 
State has furnished ee full quota 
toward the upbuilding of the extensive 
Northwest, and no more enterprising people 
come from anywhere than from that noble, 
Commonwealth. Among this class may be 
found the subject of this sketch, who was 
born in Livingston county, N. Y., March 
5, 1831, and is the son of Clement and Elmira 
(Bosley) Turner, natives of Connecticut and 
New York respectively. The mother died 
in the latter State whiie a young woman, and 
the father of our subject emigrated to the 
State of Wisconsin in 1846, and to Favette 


county, Iowa, in 1870, and died in the latter 
place in 1875. The old gentleman was a 
farmer, a democrat, and the father of two 


boys, George and Nelson. 

The latter passed the haleyon days of 
childhood in attending school in his native 
State, and at the age of sixteen years com 
menced life for his own benefit, hiring out 
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his services to various farmers. While a resi- 
dent of the Empire State, he was united in 
marriage, December 18, 1836, with Miss 
Mary Rumsey, anative of the same Comnion- 
wealth, born June 1, 1840, and daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Luther Rumsey, now residents 
of Kingston. By this marriage there have 
been born some five children :—Eya, Emma, 
Ella, Etta, and Guy Ernest. Eva married 
Michael Caylor; Emma is the wife of Frank 
McConville, a merchant of Forest City; Ella 
is Mrs. Abbott Tonnpers, of Kingston. 

Mr. Turner came to Meeker county in 
1868, and located, where he now lives, on 
section 34, Kingston township. He is a man 
who takes deep interest in the educational 
work in the county, and has served for three 
years as director of school district No. 41. 
One of the most highly respected citizens of 
the county, he may well be classed among 
its representative citizens. 
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FX NDREW SULLIVAN. Prominent 

\ among the old settlers of Forest City 
where he makes his home, upon sec- 
tion 86, is thesubject of this biographical 
memoir. Heis anativeof County Kerry, Ire- 
Jand, born in October, 1522. He remained in 
the beloved land of his birth until thirty vears 
of age, but growing tired of the oppressed con- 
dition of his country, he determined to seek 
in the New World the freedom he could not 
find under British rule or misrule. June 22, 
1852, he embarked at Liverpool, England, 
Whither he had gone for that purpose, and, 
afteran ocean voyage,landed at Boston, where 
he remained some three years. [rom there 
he moved to Indiana, but in the spring of 
1857 came to Meeker county, and settled on 
section 25, Forest City township. Some fif- 
teen or sixteen years later he removed to his 
present place. Uehas a fine farm of some 
276 acres, much of which is under the plow. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


287 


He has been accustomed to: farm work from 
his youth up, and of course thoroughly under- 
stands his calling in all respects, and his place 
shows it. ; 

Mr. Sullivan was united in marriage Janu- 
ary 8, 1857, with Miss Bridget Flynn, a na- 
tive of Ireland, who had come to the United 
States with friends in 1852. The wedding 
ceremony was performed in the city of Chi- 
cago, where Mr. Sullivan was employed at 
the time. By this union there have been 
born five children —John, Margaret, Ellen, 
Mary and Catherine. The last two mentioned 
are school-teachers, and all, being still single, 
are ving with their parents, except Mary and 
Catherine, whose duties carry them to other 
places, although their home is beneath the 
parental roof. 

Mr. Sullivan is one of the leading agricul- 
culturists and stock-raisers of Forest City, and 
keeps up a herd of some thirty-five or forty 
head of good horned cattle and some nine or 
ten horses, the latter of which are part Nor- 
man blood. In his political faith he may be 
classed among the democrats. He and his 
estimable family are members of the Roman 
Catholic Church, attending services at Forest 
City. 
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OHN M. JOHNSON, the leadine hard- 
ware merchant of the village of Dassel, 
was born in the Kingdom of Sweden in 1546, : 
and isthe son of John and Gatrud Johnson. 
He received his education in his native land, 
and remained there until the year 1864, which 
found him crossing the stormy Atlantic toa 
new home in the United States. He came’ 
direct to Minnesota on landing on these 
shores, and took up his residence in Carver 
county, where he lived for a period of two 
years. From there he removed to Minneap- 
olis, of which city he was acitizen until 1871, 
when he took up a homestead in Cokato 
township, Wright county, to which he moved, 
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Two years’ residence satisfied him, and sell- 
ing out he purchased a farm in the same 
county, where he lived four years, and then 
disposed of that and remoyed to the village 
of Dassel, where he purchased an interest in 
the blacksmith shop of Erick Renquist, that 
being his trade, and remained in partnership 
with him until two years later, when he 
bought out Mr. Renquist. Beene he then 
carried on the business until 1882, at which 
date, in company with L. W. Leighton, he 
established the second hardware store in the 
village. The firm, thus formed, continued 
until January 1, 1887, when our subject pur- 
chased his partner’s interest, and for more 
than a year wasalone in theconcern. March 
15, 1888, he admitted to a partnership John 
Osterman, and the present firm of J. M. 
Johnson & Co. was formed. 

Mr. Johnson, although not partisan in his 
views, has decided opinions upon sthetls 
questions, and particularly in all local matters 
JIis excellent business tact and sterling 2. 
rightness have drawn upon him the attention 
of the community, and he was duly elected 
to a position upon the board of village trus- 
tees in 1882, and was again chosen to fill that 
oflice in March, 1888. Asa business man he 
is active and enterprising, and he has a finan- 
cial interest in both the woolen mill and the 
foundry, both institutions of great value to 
the community. 

Mr. Johnson was united in marriage Jan- 
uary 27, 1870, while living in Wright county, 
with Miss Mary Clarquist, a native of Swe- 
den, and daughter of Lewis and Christine 
Clarquist, the latter of whom were early set- 
tlers on section 14, Dassel township. Mrs. 
Johnson has a fine millinery establishment in 
the village, which she instituted in 1Ss-4. 
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county isG. W. Funrer, of Litchfield, 
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September 24, 1824. He is the son of Ira 
and Sallie (Barnes) Fuller, both of whom 
were born in the State of Connecticut, the 
former April 17, 1793, and the latter Janu- 
ary 12,1795. is father and mother were 
Reed at Lisle, Broome county, N. Y., Sep- 
tember 14, 1814, and in 1833 rothoved to 
Trumbull county, Ohio, where they made 
their home until the death of Mr. Fuller, Sr., 
on his seventy-fourth birthday; his wife su 
vived him until March 25, 1877. 

The subject of our narrative remained with 
his parents until he was about fifteen years 
of age, when he commenced life by teaching 
for one term. He then entered the posttfice 
at Warren, and was there employed during 
the great. presidential campaign of 18+40, be- 
tween W. H. Harrison and Martin Van Bu- 
ren. JJe remained in that position for about 
a vear, and then attended the Farmington 
Academy fora time. He then entered what 
is now Dennison University where he re- 
mained over five years, graduating from 
there in 1847. He taught school for two 
terms subsequent to this and then entered 
the university, taking charge of the Baptist 
church at Birmingham, in the Buckeye State, 
where he remained some three years. The 
next three years were passed in the service of 
the Lord at Ashtabula, Ohio, after which he 
occupied the pulpit of the Baptist church 
at Meadville, Penn., for a like period. 
Waving been sent by the Baptist Home Mis- 
sionary Society to Chatfield, this State, he 
came to Minnesota in 1858, and remained in 
the last mentioned city some seven years, a 
faithful watchman upon the walls of Zion. 
From there he removed to Lake City, and 
during his labors in that place, extending 
over a period of seven years, missed but two 
Sabbaths’ exercise of his beloved calling. Ilis 
health becoming impaired, he came to Litel- 
field in 1872, and purchasing twenty-five 
acres of land, established his present nursery 
business. 
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Mr. Fuller has three times been married, 
his present wife being Miss 8.8. Garfield, a 
second cousin of our late lamented, martyred 
president, James A. Garfield. Tle is the pa- 
rent of nine children, five of whom are liy- 
ine. The record of these is Isabel, Mrs. 
Dr. Canney, of San Francisco, Cal; Minnie 
k., whose husband, L. Swift, is business man- 
ager of the Minneapolis Lventag Journal ; 
Annie, deceased wife of J. Q. A. Braden, who 
died Ddober a 5, 1879, at Santa Cruz, Cali- 
fornia ; George Garfield, who is book-keeper 
for the Washburn Mill company, Minneapo- 
lis; Pauline, the lately deceased wife of E. 
B. Benson, the casbier of the Meeker County 
Bank, who died May 19,1888; and Jeweland 
Lillian, living at home. 


N/\ ARION BOYER, a veteran of the 
St late war, is engaged in carrying on 
both the meat-market and dray business in 
the village of Dassel, where he located in 
188i. He isanative of Mercer county, Ohio, 
born January 1, 1840, and is the son of Louis 
and Nancy A. (Bowersock) Boyer, both of 
whom were also natives of the “ Buckeye 
State.” The parents of our subject, in 1855, 
removed with their family to Crawford, now 
Vernon county, Wis., where they remained 
upon a farm until the death of the father, in 
1857. Later the mother came to [astings, 
in this State, and died at St. Paul in 1887 
Marion, in 1860, at the age of twenty, was 
united in marriage with Miss Esther Buck- 
master, with whom he lived upon a farm 
until the spring of 1862 when the angel of 
death invaded his household and snatched 
way his wife from his embrace. Ile then 
gave up farming, and, August 6, 1562, enlisted 
in Company D, Thirty-Pirst Wisconsin Infan- 
try, and served with that well-known regi- 
ment until the close of the war. The first 
battle in which he participated was that of 
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Peach Tree Creek, in the Atlanta campaign, 
and throughout the engagements around the 
last-named city, and at ‘the capture of that 
place. Mr. Boyer was always present with 
regiment, which did excellent service. When 
Sherman cut himself off from his base of 
supplies and commenced his memorable 
march to the sea, the Thirty-First Wisconsin 
was a part of his columns, and our subject 
marched with his company. During the 
battle of Bentonville, N. C., when the con- 
federate general,J oseph Johnston, had turned 
the flankand surrounded our forces, the regi- 
ment, with others, faced about and charged 
the enemy, during which Mr. Boyer received 
a bullet and fell tothe ground. Lying upon 
the ground, propped upon his elbow, he 
essayed to open the cartridge-boxes of his 
fallen comrades, and, in spite of his wound, 
passed the ammunition to his companions, 
and while doing so was again hit in the 
neighborhood of the spine, which disabled 
him entirely. His gallant comrades, out- 
numbered, were forced to retire, leaving 
him, as they supposed, dead upon the field, 
and the rebel'line charged over him. Some 
time elapsed, and, coming to, he managed to 
crawl to a tree, but, on pulli ing himself erect, 
found he could not stand, so “crawled on all 
fours toward the lines of his regiment, about 
half a mile away, and when his comrades 
saw him they came forth and carried him in 
and placed him in an ambulance. Four or 
five days later he moved along with the regi- 
ment, and in a month resumed duty.: He 
participated in all the hardships of that 
famous march, and wound up with the grand 
review at Washington,after which he received 
his discharge, June 20, 1565, at Louisville, 
Ky., and returned to Wisconsin. In the 
spring of 1866 he came to Minnesota. and 
settled in Dakota county, but in 1873 removed 
to Bird Island, and from there, the next 
spring, to Elk River, where he remained 
until coming here. ‘ 
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Mr. Boyer, November 28, 1872, again en- 


tered the marriage state, being united on 
that day with Miss Annie Sheldon, a native 
of Elk River, Minn., and daughter of Henry 
H. and Cynthia Sheldon. Ler parents set, 
tled in Sherburne county, at Elk River, in 
May, 1856, and were among the earliest set- 
tlers of that section. By this marriage Mr. 
and Mrs. Boyer have two children—Clara 
E. and Louis. 

Mr. Boyer was quite prominent in the or- 
ganization of Colfax Post, No. 133,G. A. I.,at 
this village, and was the first officer of the 
day. Ile wasa member of the post at Elk 

tiver before coming here. He has been an 
officer in the Good Templars order, and is 
prominent in the prohibition movement. 


8 ED) te 


OHN MURRAY, who is numbered 
J among the most extensive farmers and 
stock-raisers of Meeker county, is one of 
the pioneers of 1857. During that year he 
made his first appearance here, and imimedi- 
ately took up a claim of 160 acres upon sec- 
tion 36, Forest City township, where he now 
resides. ‘To his original farm he has added 
from time to time, until he has now one of 
the finest properties in the county, extending 
into the three townships of Dassel, Darwin 
-and Forest City, embracing something like 
800 acres. 

Mr. Murray is a native of that “Gem of 
the Sea,” Ireland, and was born in the year 
1838. At the age of fourteen veafs, he left 
his native home and came alone to the United 
States. Arriving in New York, the young 
emigrant, after a few months spent in the 
metropolis, came out West, and spent the 
next five years in the city of Chicago. 
From there he came to this county by way 
of Minneapolis, and on his arrival, settled, 
and has ever since made this his. home. 
During the Indian outbreak of 1862, he took 
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his family to a place of safety, but soon re- 
turned to help in the defense of his home. 
He has always been engaged in agriculture, 
and still follows that avocation. 

Mr. Murray was married in March, 1857, 
to Miss Margaret Flynn, a native of the 
Emerald Isle, born in 1835. By this union 
there have been born a family of nine chil- 
dren, whose names are as follows—Joln, 
Michael, Thomas, William, James, Daniel, 
Catharine, Ellen and Margaret. John, the 
only one not single, married Miss Lizzie 
Tlughes, and is a farmer. 

In his political views Mr. Murray coincides 
with the democratic party, and accepts their 
doctrines and principles. In religion he is a 
zealous Roman Catholic, and socially is a 
genial hospitable gentleman, like all the 
Celtic race, and one whom it is a pleasure 
to meet. 


OSEPH VOSSEN, the merchant of 
Watkins, came to that village in 


1882, and opened a stock of general mer- 
chandise, in company with A. D. Spaulding, 
in a building 22x40, which they erected for 
the purpose. After carrying on the business 
for about six months, the partnership was 


dissolved, Mr. Vossen purchasing Mr. 
Spauiding’s interest. Since that time he 


continued to operate the business alone. 

Mr. Vossen was born in the Rhine Prov- 
inces of the German Empire, on the 17th of 
April, 1849, and is the son of Christian and 
Nella (KXoenigs) Vossen. Ie passed his 
early vears and received his education 
neath the genial skies and amid the yine- 
clad hills of his native land, but on attaining 
his thirteenth year commenced work for 
himself. In 1864 he came to the United 
States with his parents, landing at New 
York after a voyage of fifty-four days. 
They settled in Carver county, where they 
remained about four years, and then came to 
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AYewkrar county and settled in Mebane Prairia UIMStHRAIREe: how th 
township, among the first to locate there, 
where the parents still make their home. 

Mr. Vossen, of whom we write, was united 
in marriage with Miss Anna Weinman Janu- 
ary 29, 1877, at Burton, Carvercounty. Sheis 
the daughter of John W, Weinman, a farmer 
of that county. By this union there have 
been born a family of three children— 
Joseph, Nellie and John. 

Mr. Vossen is entirely independent of 
party lines in discharge of his elective fran- 
chise. He has, s cigiten: held the post of 
town supervisor for eight or nine years. He 

a member of the Gahan Catholic Church. 


P. NYGREN, a prominent citizen and 
a successful farmer, residing on section 
¥, Greenleaf township, was born j in Sweden 
on the 24th of June, 1822. He was raised 
on a farm, learning the habits of industry 
and economy, which are a characteristic of 
the people of his nationality. In June, 1854, 
he was married at Kroneburg, Sweden, to 
Anna F. Petterson. He remained in his 
native land until 1868, when he came to the 
United States, and after making short stops 
at New York City, Rockford, IIL, and 
Watertown, Minn., he finally arriv ed in 
Meeker county in October, 1868, locating at 
once inGreenleaf township. He hasas good 
a farm as any in the township, has it well 
stocked and has fine farm buildings. 

The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Nygren, 
has been bladed with the following c¢ hildren— 
John P., born October 2, 1855; Matilda C., 
born January 22, 1857; Carl A., born er 
November, 1858; Christina M.. aan Decem- 
ber 15, 1860, and Charles O., born December 
24, 1862; all of whom are still living except 
John P., who died October 14, ‘1877, in 
izennleat township; and Carl A., who died 
in Sweden when only fifteen months old. 
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Matilda C. is now the wife of W. H. 
Wilkins, and resides in St. Cloud; Christina 
is now in Litchfield; and the son Charl es, 
is still at home nd carries on the business. 
Charles has a thorough knowledge of farm 
work, and has the reputation of “being one 
of the most thorough and successful agri- 
culturists in the tow nsbip. 

J.P. Nygren is a republican in polities, 
and in religious matters he and his wife are 
members of the Swedish Lutheran Church. 
Mrs. Nygren is a native of the same country 
as her eta haying been born in Sweden 
on the 18th of July, 1828. 
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ow GORMAN, who carries on a liv- 
| ery, feed and sale stable at Litchfield, 
is a native of Canada West, born in 1855, aha 
is the son of John and Bridget (Tuberty) 
Gorman, natives of Ireland, who came to 
America in 1840. Ile remained in his na- 
tive country until he was thirteen years of 
age, when his parents removed to Minnesota 
ana settled at Monticello, Wright county. 
David made his home with his parents until 
he was twenty-one years of age, his time 
being spent upon a farm, attending comnion 
school as opportunity offered. 
his majority he went to the Black Hills, 
and for a vear remained there following min- 
ing, after which he returned to Minnesota 
and engaged in the liquor trade at Monticello. 
In 1880 he was employed at bridge building 
on the Manitoba railroad, and later took 
charge of the Howard House at Litchfield, in 
company with Richard Knights, and ran that 
a year, but at the expiration of that time sold 
out to his partner, purchasing at the same 
time the livery business of Knights & Me- 
Carger, at Litchfield, and has conducted it 
ever since, 
Mr. Gorman was married on the 3d of 
May, 1882, to Miss Belle Knights, a native of 
L Commie but a resident of Meeker county at 
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the time. Their union has been blessed by 
the advent of two children—Ierbert Francis, 
born August 80, 1883, and Ilattie Marie, 
born February 12, 1888. 


<¥2°HOMAS RYCKMAN,a well-known and 
Le highly respected old settler, and one 
of the most successful and prominent stock- 
raisers and farmers in the northern part of 
Meeker county, resides on section 14, Union 
Grove township. 

Mr. Ryckman was born in Upper Canada, 
on November 2, 1834, and is a son of Mun- 
son and Fidella (Ganford) Ryckman. He 
remained on his father’s farm, attending 
school during the winter months and work- 
ing on the farm during the summer, until he 
was about twenty-two years of age, when he 
started to make his own way in the world. 
In 1857 he came to Stillwater, Minn., and 
remained there for about three months, 
working some at harvesting, but putting in 
the most of his time looking for a suitable 
location. In September, 1877, he came to 
Meeker county and pre-empted land on see- 
tion 28, in what is now Manannah township. 
He was married on the 11th of February, 
1862, to Miss Harriet Maybee, a daughter of 
Charles and Harriet (Smith) Maybee. They 
were living on their farm when the Indian 
outbreak occurred. Asa full history of that 
matter is given in another department of 
this work it is unnecessary to repeat it here. 
Mr. Ryekman took a prominent part in the 
moves of those times, and was on some of the 
most perilous 
were made. 


Upon hearing the news of the 
massacre at Acton, August 17, 1862, with 
the others they went to Forest City, and a 
day or two later, Mrs. Rvekman went to St. 
Paul, while Mr. Ryckman remained to look 
after his stock, and was back and forth 
-between Forest City and his claim. 
many other perilous trips he made, he was 


Besides 


and dangerous expeditions that. 
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with a party of eleven that went to Caswell’s 
farm, and four of the party were killed, 
William Maybee, a brother of Mrs. Ryck- 
man, being among the slain. 

After the close of hostifities they returned 
to their farm, and in 1865 they sold the 
Manannah farm and moyed to their present 
place on section 14, Union Grove township. 
He now owns 550 aeres of land, one of the 
mo-t valuable farms in the county, and his 
buildings are by far the best in the township, 
being a credit to himself and also to thie 
neighborhood. The residence alone cost 
$3,000. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ryckman are the parents of 
the following children—Ella Jane, born 
April 13, 1863; John Nelson, born October 
31, 1865; Cora Edna, born April 20, 1871; 
and Roy Franklin, born June 27, 1882. 

Mr. Ryckman has four brothers in Ore- 
gvon—Tobias, James, John and Descum, and 
four sisters in Canada—Abigail, Sarah, Har- 
riet and Ellen. His parents both died in 
Canada. The parents of Mrs. Ityckman 
reside in Litchfield. She has two sisters— 
Adelia, wife of James A. Lee of Litchfield, 
and Augusta Jane, wife of Wallace Smith, 
of Fair Haven, Stearns county, Minn. 

Mr. Ryckman has taken an active interest 
in townshipand educational matters, and has 
held various oflices of this nature. He ts 
one of the leading and most influential citi- 
zens of his town. 


oYETER J. MALMQUIST, one of the 
‘s- blacksmiths at Grove City, is among’ 
the most respected citizens of the county. 
Ile is a native of Sweden, born July 18, 1503, 
and the son of Johannes and Ingrid Martins 
Olander. Ile came to the United States dur- 
ing the year 1871, and aftera stormy passaye, 
across the briny deep, came directly to this 
county. He remained here about a month 
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and then went to Chippewa county, this 
State, where he took up a claim with a sol- 
dier’s warrant. As he had paid for this be- 
fore he got it he was obliged to make many 
trips to Litchfield before he could lay his 
hands on it, but has finally accomplished it. 
Ilis claim, which was the west half of the 
northeast quarter of section 26, Leenthrop 
township, Chippewa county, was a fine piece 
of land, and on it he made his home for some 
four years, and then sold out and came to 
Grove City and put up his smithy, where he 
has carried on business ever since. 

Mr. Malmquist and Miss Petronella Eliza- 
beth Pearson were united in the holy bonds 
of matrimony December 26, 1860, and are 
the parents of three children, two of whom 
are living. Their record is as follows—Charles 
KE. F., born May 26, 1864, died in March, 
1866; Charles E. F., born December 1, 1867, 
and is now a clerk in the office of Dudley & 
Nelson’s elevator, at Grove City; and Ernest 
Hf. E., born May 31, 1869, at home attending 
school. 


J OHN TEBERG. Among the Swedish 
Jy element which makes upso large ashare 
the population of Meeker county, and 


of 
whose habits of industry and thrift, brought 
from their native land, that so soon raise 
them to competency, is the gentleman whose 


name heads this sketch. He is living on 
section 32, in the town of Darwin, where he 
has a fine and extensive farm of +400 acres, 
250 of which are under excellent cultivation, 
and upon which he has some forty two head 
of horses and cattle. 

Mr. Teberge was born in Sweden Novem 
ber 5, 1839, and is the son of Carl and Celia 
Teberg, natives of the same kingdom. Ie 
remained in the land of his birth until 1870, 
when, with a view to better his condition 
beyond what is possible in the mother 
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country, he emigrated to the United States. 
On his arrival in this country he came at 
once to Meeker county, and with his family 
settled in what is now Litchfield township. 
After remaining there for about five years 
he removed to Darwin, and took up his 
residence where he now lives, on section 82. 
He has passed most of his life in farm pur- 
suits, his parents being farmers in Sweden, 
where they both died. 

On the Ist of July, 1866, in Sweden, Mr. 
Teberg was united in marriage with Miss 
Ellen Peterson, the daughter of Peter Larson 
and Elsie Larson Peterson. ILer parents 
came to America in 1865, and settled in 
Litchfield township. By this marriage Mr. 
Teberg is the parent of two children, namely 
John, born September 11, 1866; and Martin, 
born October 15, 1869. 

In his political views Mr. Teberg is with the 
republican party, although not a politician 
by any means. 

+ EL ten 


NgEWIS A. PIER, pastor of the Christian 
2X church at Litchfield, and editor and 
proprietor of the Saturday Jeeview, is a native 
of Vermont, and was born on the 7th of 
October, 1855. His parents were Rh. A. and 
Lucy B. (Damon) Pier, both natives of the 
saine State. The father, who was a farmer, 
came to Dodge county, Wis.. in 1856, in the 
interest of a large real estate owner East, 
for the purpose of opening up the lands in 
that part of Wisconsin belonging to his prin- 
cipal. He remained there until 1863, when 
he settled in Dodge county, Minn., and 
boughta farm. In 1860 he was elected treas- 
urer of that county and Jocated at Mantor- 
ville. At the expiration of his term of oflice 
he purchased the Mantorville Apress, in 
connection with his son, but soon disposed of 
his interest to the latter. Ile is still a res- 
ident of Mantorville. 

Lewis A. Pier remained with his parents 
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until twenty-one years of age. 


He enjoved 
the advantages of the common schools until 
he was sixteen years of ave, when he entered 
the office of the Mantorville Apress to learn 
the printer’s trade. In 187+ he became sole 
editor and proprietor of the paper and con- 
ducted it until 1876, when he sold out and 
went to Indianapolis, Ind., and entered But- 
ler University, from which he graduated in 


1882. Previous to this, however, he had 
become pastor of one of the Christian 


churches of that citv, of which he remained 
in charge until 1883. He then took charge 
of a church at Union City, Ind., remaining 
until the spring of 1884, when he settled at 
Litchfield, Minn., and took charge of the 
Jhristian church at that place. In July, of 
the same year, he established the /2eview, 
which he still conducts. Mr. Pier was mavr- 
ried on the 31st of August, 1881, to Miss 
Clarinda C. Harriman, of Frankfort, Ind., 
who is also a graduate of Butler University. 


IE 
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(“eX HRISTIAN HALVORSEN, one of the 
<2Y thrifty farmers of Cosmos township, 
residing upon section 22, is a native of the 
Kingdom of Norway, born in November, 
1844. He was reared inthe land of his birth 
and made it his home until he was some 
twenty-five years of age, when he crossed the 
ocean to America. Ie resided for one year in 
Wisconsin and then came to Meeker county, 
arriving at Litchfield in the first passenger 
train run into that village. In 1870 Mr. 
Halvorsen bought the claim of O. K. Nelson 
to the place he now lives on, and the next 
year filed on it as homestead, he having 
declared his intention of becoming an Amer- 
ican citizen. 

During that summer he broke up some five 
acres of land and then took a trip elsewhere, 
returning the following winter, and in 1871 
was married to Miss Annie Hanson. They 
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have a family of eight children — Minnie, 
Helen, Henry, Carl, Alma, Clara, Lena and 
Lawrence. Mr. Halvorsen is among: the 
rising men of the township. 


212"IBBITTS J. SOULE, superintendent of 
schools of Meeker county, is a native 
of Erie county, N. Y., born February 3, 1847. 
His parents were Stephen W. and Ruth 
(Munger) Soule, both natives of the Empire 
State. His father followed the profession of 
school teaching from the time he was eigh- 
teen until he was sixty-seven years of age, 
his last term having been taught in Meeker 
county in the winter of 1886-7. He had 
come West on a visit and was prevailed upon 
to take a school for the winter term, and the 
following spring returned to his Eastern 
home, 

Tibbitts J. remained with his parents until 
sixteen years of age, having up to that time 
attended school most of the time. At that 
age he enlisted in Company D, Second New 
York Mounted Rifles, was mustered in Janu- 
ary 27, 1864, and served in the Army of the 
Potomac until the close of the war. During 
his service he was in thirteen pitched battles; 
was wounded twice while in the trenches in 
front of Petersburg; at Bellefield raid he had 
his shin bone shattered by a minie ball, and 
as he says “had he entered the hospital 
would have worn a wooden leg to-day ” ; but 
he remained with the * boys” and was soon 
on duty again. After receiving his discharge, 
on the 23d of August, 1865, he returned to 
his home in Erie county, N. Y., but shortly 
afterward took a trip through Kansas ard 
Indian Territory, remaining West for some 
After this he went back to New 
York and followed the profession of a school 
teacher until 1879, with the exception of two 
years, duving which he was agent for A. 5. 
Barnes & Co.’s school books through West- 
ern New York. In 1879 he came to Meeker 


two years. 
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county, Minn., and rented a 1,200-acre farm, 
for one year. Being a stranger to that busi- 
ness, he met with considerable loss ; but, with 
hopes for better success in the future, he 
stuck to the business, and a year or so later 
he purchased a farm in Greenleaf township. 
This place he sold in 1885. In the fall of 
1886 he was elected superintendent of schools 
of Meeker county, which position’ he still 
holds, filling the office with credit to himself 
and satisfaction to his constituents. Mr. Soule 
is an active member of the Grand Army of 
the Republic and is the present junior vice- 
commander of Frank Daggett Post, No. 35, 
at Litchfield. He is also a member of the 
Masonic order, having joined Pheenix lodge, 
No. 262, of Gowand, N. Y., while in that 
State, and hassince retained his membership 
with them. Politically, Myr. Soule is a demo- 
crat. He was an active supporter of Grover 
Cleveland when he wasa candidate for sheriff 
of Erie county, N. Y., in 1869, there being 
in that campaign only two successful candi- 
dates on the democratic ticket, Grover Cleve- 
land, for sheriff, and Stephen W. Soule (Tib- 
bitts J.’s father), for school commissioner. 
Mr. Soule was married in 1873 to Miss 
Maria Anthony, of Boston, Erie county N., 
Y., and they have been blessed with four 
children, as follows—Sharlie M., born May 
14, 1875; Helen M., born November 13, 
1879; Ruth M., born January 29, 1886; and 
Louisa M., born September 4, 1887. Mr. 
and Mrs. Soule are active members of the 
Episcopal Church. 
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DETER ELOFSON is one of the old set- 


 tlers of Swede Grove township. He 
Was born in Sweden on the 27th of March, 
1845, and is a son of Elofson and Bertha An- 
derson, In 1857, in company with his 
mother and brothers — Nels and Andrew — 
he came to the United States, and they 
settled in Swede Groye township, this 


MEEKER COUNTY, MINNESOTA, 


esta 2977 


county. In 1862 they were driven away by 
the Indians and went to Forest City, and 
later to Anoka, and he remained with them 
until the following spring, when he begar 
working out at different lines of business.. 
Three years later he returned to Swede 
Grove township and took a homestead on 
section 30, remaining there until 1878, when 
he sold out and bought forty acres on see- 
tion 20, on which there was a small house. 
He lived there for two years, and, in the 
meantime, built on land which had been in- 
cluded in his mother’s homestead. Ie also 
purchased more land,and now has a farm of 
160 acres, a good share of which is under 
cultivation. Tle has considerable stock and 
is in comfortable circumstances. 

Mr. Elofson was married on the 5th of 
February, 1870, to Miss Emma Nelson, a 
daughter of Nils and Ingra Pehrson. They 
have had the following children— Letsy, 
born December 12, 1870; Anna, born May 
18, 1872; Henry, born January 15, 18743. 
Edward, born August 19,1875; and William, 
born July 12, 1878. Mr. Elofson is a repub- 
lican in political matters and takes an active 
interest in all matters affecting his township. 
He has been road overseer for the past five 
or six years, and has been school treasurer 
for six years. 
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Y OHN HALLGREN, a farmer and stock 
©} raiser residing on section 17, Greenleaf 


township,is one of those hospitable and open- 
hearted farmers whom it is a pleasure to meet 
and who reflect credit on the community in 
which they live. He isa native of Gothland, 
Sweden, and was born on the Ist of Novem- 
ber, 1839. He left his native land in Ls67 
for the United States, and settled in Michi- 
gan. While there he was married on the oth 
of November, 1873, to Mary 8. Swanson, and 
their union has been blessed with three chil- 
dren, as follows—John A., born December 
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6, 1874; Emma C., born August 11, 18 
and Jot E., born May 10, 1884. ‘All of 
these are living except John A.. who died on 
the 2d of February, 1881, and was buried at 
Ishpeming, Mich. Mr. Hallgren remained 
in Michigan until 1885, when he removed to 
Minnesota and purchased the farm in Green- 
leaf township where he now lives. He has 
a valuable farm, a comfortable Lome and is 
in comfortable circumstances financially. 

While in Michigan Mr. Hallgren followed 
his profession as an engineer and had the 
misfortune to lose his hearing, or at least to 
greatly impair it, while fixing the whistle on 
his engine, it being one of the largest in that 
State. The ice had formed about the pipe 
and he went up with an axe to knock it off. 
When the ice dropped it struck the lever 
which blew off the whistle,and the roar was 
so tremendous ee it impaired his hearing 
as stated. 
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ie) AY F. CASE, the popular young drug- 
“ay gist of the village of Dassel, is a 
native of Waupun, Dodge county, Wis., born 
February 12, 1855, and is the son of Royal 
T. and Almira (Fay) Case. LHe came to this 
county in me with his parents, who settled 
at Bonnivwell’s Mill, where they made their 
home until their deaths, the mother in 1879, 
the father in 1886, At the time of the settle- 
ment of the family, Ray came to Dassel 
and entered the drug store of Charles A. 
Morris, the pioneer druggist, with whom he 
remained until that gentleman sold out to 
Dr. MeCullom, with whom he continued. 
Jonas Rudberg, the successor of MeCullom, 
appreciating the merits of the young man, 
kept him in his employ, and Ray was still im 
the position of confidential clerk when Mr. 
Rudberg died. After that event, Mr, Case 
and Mrs. Rudberg formed a co-partnership to 
carry on the business, Mr. Case purchasing ¢ 
half interest therein, and ‘being managing 
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partner. Close attention to business and com- 
mendable economy enabled him, on the re. 
marriage df his associate in trade, in 1886, to 
purchase her interest, since which time he 
has carried on the business alone. He carries 
a full line of drugs, paints, oils, wall paper, 
fancy goods, tobaccos, cigars, etc., 
doing a handsome business. 

tay F. Case and Miss Ella G. Stocking, 
pledged their mutual faith at the marriage 
altar, September 8, 1882. The lady is a 
native of McLeod county, Minn., and a 


and 


daughter of E. W. and Jennie Stocking, of 
Hutchinson. Mrs. Case, when an infant, 


was an inmate of the stockade at Hutchin- 
son, during the attack upon that place by the 
Sioux Indians in the fall of 1862. 
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LIAS CARLSON, an enterprising and 
ney respected farmer and stock raiser, re- 
siding on section 30, Harvey township, is the 
present chairman of the board of supervisors 
of the township. He has taken an active 
part and interest in public affairs and is a 
leading citizen of his township. He is a na- 
tive of Sweden and was born on the 5th of 
December, 1837. His parents were natives of 
the same country and his father was a farmer. 
Both of his parents died in the land of their 
birth. 

The early life of Elias Carlson was spent 
in his native land, but in 1857 he came to the 
United States and made his way to Minne- 
sota, settling at Taylor’s Falls, Chisago 
county. Je remained there until August 
2), 1864, when he came to Meeker county, 
Minn., and located in Harvey township, 
where he has since lived. Ile owns a valust- 
ble farm of S00 acres of land, a good share of 
which is under cultivation. THe devotes his 
time to general farming and stock-raising : and 
now has over fifty head of cattle on his 
place. IHTe has been very successful in his 
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ferittins operations and owes all his present. | 
prosper ity to his own efforts and industry, as 
he was a poor man when he came here, as 
was the case with about all of the pioneers 
of Meeker county. He has splendid improve- 
ments on the place and fine buildings. 

Mr. Carlson was married on the 14th of 
November, 1861, to Mary G. Ahlstrom, and 
they have been the parents of fourteen 
children, one of whom, Frank, is married. 
Mrs. Carlson is also a native of Sweden 
Mr. Carlson has spent the most of his time 
at farming, although he learned the wagon- 
maker’s trade and followed that for a num- 
ber of years. 
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w-ARNSWORTH R. HILL, one of Meeker 
‘2- county’s most successful farmers and 
stock-raisers, and one of the large land own- 
ers, is a resident of Forest City township, his 
home being upon section 33. He has a mag- 
nificent farm of 711 acres of fine land, em- 
bracing a large portion of sections 33 and 


34, Forest City, and section 4, Darwin, much 


of which is under a high state of cultivation. 
Mr. Hill gives a large share of his attention 
to the raising of graded Tolstein and Dur- 
ham cattle and graded Norman horses.  Iis 
herd numbers now scme 150 head, and he is 
extensively engaged in the manufacture of 
“ gilt-edge” butter, which he ships to Min- 
neapolis for sale. 

The subject of this personal history was 
born in Cumberland county, Me., February 
20, 1842, andis the son of Reuben and Miriam 

. Will. We was reared in the State of his 
birth, and there received the elements of a 
most excellent common-school education. In 
his earlier days he followed lumbering and 
farming in the * Old Pine ‘Tree State,” and af- 
terwards commenced lumbering operations in 
Minnesota. THe was also engaged in the 
butchering business for some five years, all 
in the State of Minnesota. In the fall of 
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1877 he came to Mecker county, with L. D. 
Hill, and both settled in the town of Litch- 
field, but in about a year our subject removed 
to his present place of abode, where 
since lived, 

He was united in marriage March 25, 
1872, with Miss Etta Sanborn, a native of 
Cumberland county, Me., who died July 30, 
1881, leaving two children—Emma JL. and 
Charley &., both of whom are at home with 
their father. December 11, 1882, Mr. Hill 
contracted a second ne eaipeainl allianee, 
with Miss Anna L. Peifer, a native of Mecker 
county, Minn., who is the mother of two 
children— Farnsworth L. and Winnie M. 
Hill. 

Mr. Hill is one of the honored and re- 
spected citizens of the township, and has. 
served the people in the responsible position 
of supervisor for some time, and is always. 
interested in the public affairs of the county. 


he has 


He is a republican politically. 
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EX NDREW LEE. The subject of this 
“biographical notice is a respected 
farmer, who resides on section 15, Greenleaf 
township, where he has a valuable farm, a 
comfortable home, and building innprove- 
ments which reflect much credit upon his 
enterprise and thrift. 

IIe comes of the same nationality which 
has made so many sturdy and substantial 
citizens of Minnesota, having been born in 
Sweden on the 31st of August, 1847. Iis 
parents were natives of the same country, 


his father having been born there in 1504, 
and died in the land of his birth in Ise, 


while his mother is now a resident of Meeker 


county. Andrew left his native land in 1572 
for America, and settled in Chautauqua 
county, N. Y., and two years later, in 


1874, again took up his westward march and 
settled in Minneapolis, Minn. Three years 
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later, in 1876, he came to Meeker county, | at home until 1856, when he came West and 


Minn., and purchased a farm of eighty acres 
in Greenleaf township, where he has since 
lived. Since that time he has purchased an 
additional forty, and also ten in Ellsworth, 
which makes his present farm 130 acres, a 
ood share of which is under cultivation. 
Ife devotes his time to general farming and 
‘stock-raising, and has a good number of bead 
of cattle on the farm. 

In 1875 Mr. Lee was married to Miss Mary 
Anderson. Her parents were natives of 
Sweden; her mother died there when she 
was only seven years old, and her father now 
lives in Meeker county. Mr. and Mrs. Lee 
have been the parents of seven children, all 
of whom are living. Their names are as fol- 
lows — Frank E., born June 4, 1877; Ernest 
V., born February 13, 1879; Alex. ‘T., born 
December 30, 1880; Hjalmar E., born Octo- 
ber 23, 1882;.Hilma V., born May 27, 1884; 
Carl E., born December 30, 1885, and Polly 

~., born June 20, 1887. 
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.ON. CHARLES E. CUTTS, one of the 
pioneers of Meeker county, who has 
always been prominently identified with its 
progress and development, and who has held 
‘some of the most exalted oflicesin the gift of 
the people of this portion of the State, is the 
‘subject of this biographical history. He 
vame to Forest City, where he located, in 
1856, and is still a resident upon the land 
where he first settled, on section 22. 

Mr. Cutts first saw the light at Orwell, Ad- 
alison county, Vt., on the 2d of 
1835,and is the son of Lorain and Emeline 
(Murray) Cutts, both of whom were natives 
‘of the * Green Mountain State.” Te received 
his primary education in the district schools 
of his native State, and in 1855 spent one year 
at the academy at Fort Plain, Montgom- 
ery county, N. Y., after which he remained 


August, 


settled in Minnesota, as mentioned above. 
We found, on his arrival here, a beautiful land, 
that far surpassed anything the other side of 
the Big Woods, and determined to stay and 
help develop the country. . Buta few settlers 
were here at the time, this being but a 
short tine before an almost unknown land. 
3rought up as he was upon the rocky soil 
of New England he was more than pleased 
with the aspect of the new land, for 

‘Here no stony ground provokes the wrath of the farmer; 

Smoothly the plough-share runs through the soil as a 

kee] through the water.” 

He at once took up his claim and settled 
down to the hard life of a Western pioneer 
upon the border. For a while he kept bach- 
elor’s hall, but April 17, 1859, he was united 
inmarriage with Miss Betsey Larson, a native 
of Sweden, who had come to the United 
States the previous year. He has always 
followed farming, except in 1859, when he 
held the office of county treasurer. In 1871, 
Mr. Cutts was elected State Senator from 
this district and represented the people of 
Meeker county in the Senate chamber through 
the sessions of the Fourteenth, Fifteenth and 
Sixteenth General Assemblies. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cutts are the parents of the 
following childr , Airs. J. W. Wright 
of Litchfield; Rollin E. aye student at the State 
University ; Willie E. .. Custer and Garfield. 
In politics our subject is an unswerving re- 
publican, and is quite active in all local 
campaigns. He isa member of the Masonic 
fraternity. pi 
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UDOLPH SCHWARZ, the villarve 
“«\ blacksmith of Manannah, came to 
hice county on 1883, and commenced his 
work on the spot where he now has his 
smithy. Ie a native of Mecklenburg, 
Germany, born on the 14th of September, 
1853. At the age of fifteen he became ap- 
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pre nticed to learn the blacksmith’s trade, and 
served some three years, and then pursued 
that calling as journeyman, beneath his 
native skies until 1882, when, with the com- 
mendable ambition to better his fortune, he 
emigrated to America. Fora short time he 
remained in Milwaukee, Wis., after his ar- 
rival in this country, and afterward removed 
to Duluth. In 1883 he came to Manannah, 
as above mentioned, 

Mr. Schwarz was married September 21, 
1886, to Miss Addie Shepherd, a native of 
Meeker county, Minn., and daughter of 
Charles and Adaline (IJartman) Shepherd. 
Mr. Schwarz is theson of Christian S. Schwarz 
and wife, who still lve in their native 
land, Medcleetins, Germany. 
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ILLIAM HAMILTON, an ex-Union 
soldier, and one of the most intelli- 
cent and prominent citizens in the northern 
part of Meeker county, is a resident of section 
36, Forest Prairie township, where he has 
lived since about the year 1870. 

Mr. Hamilton was born in County Tyrone, 
Ireland, on the 17th of March, 1833, and isa 
son of Thomas and Belle Hamilton. The 
mother died in Ireland, when William was 
six years of age, and in 1841, the father 
brought the family to America, and settled 
in Bellview, Eden county, Mich., where he 
lived until the time of his de: ith, in 1880. At 
the time of his death the father was about 
eighty years of age. He was an educated 
man and a school Steacher for many years; 
clerk in the Presbyterian Church, of which 
he was an exemplary member, and otherwise 
Was prominent in the locality in which le 
lived. 

William Ilamilton, the subject 
sketch, began life for himself when about 
twenty years old. Ie came to Minnesota in 
1S58, and remained at St. Paul and Minne- 
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apolis until 1861,when, on the 26th of August, 
he enlisted in the Sioud Minnesota V Ghuw: 
teer Infantry, and went into service, his regi- 
ment being assigned to the Fourteenth Army 
Corps. le saw very active service, partici- 
pating in the battles of Chickamauga, 
IIoover’s Gap, Mill Spring, Berryville, 
besides many skirmishes. In one of these 
battles he lost the use of his left arm. Ile 
finally was honorably discharged at St. Paul, 
in August, 1864, and returned to Michigan. 

Mr. Hamilton was married at St. Anthony, 
now East Minneapolis, in September, 1864, 
to Miss Martha J. Dayton, a native of l’enn- 
sylvania. They have five living children— 
Thomas C., Minna B., Earl, Kato and Olive 
G. Minna DB. is now married to A. J. Lynn, 
a resident of Kingston township. 

In political matters Mr. Hamilton is a re- 
publican, and in religious matters the family 
are members of the Methodist Episcopal 


Church. 
Ores N. DANIELSON, a prominent 
farmer and stock raiser, residing on 
section 1, Danielson township, is a son of 
Nils Danielson, the earhest settler in the 
township, and after whom it was named. 
Daniel N., the subject of this sketch, was 
born in Norway on the 15th of Ancust, 
1853. In 1855 his parents brought him to 
the United States, and they settled on Nock 
Prairie, Wis., and after remaining there for 
two years they came to Meeker county, 
Minn., and bought eighty acres of Gov- 
ernment land on section 25 in Acton town- 
ship. In 1863, the father, Nils Danielson, 
took a homestead on section 2, Danielson 
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township, and moved his family upon it, thus 
becoming the first settler within the limits 
of that township, and it afterward was 
named in honor of the family. The father 
lived there until the time of his death, July 
10, 1870, and his widow still lives on the old 
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homestead with her son, A. N. Danielson, 
There are six of the children still living, as 
follows—A. N., Daniel N., Hans, Henry, 
Helen, wife of Hon. Even Evenson, and 
Mary, wife of Ole Nelson of Danielson. 

Daniel N. Danielson, the subject of this 
biography, came to the United States with 
his parents, and lived under the parental roof 
until 1878, when he erected a house on a 
farm which he had become possessed of on 
section 1, Danielson township. For some 
time he kept bachelor’s hall and worked 
his farm, and was then, for two years, 
employed at car repairing at Fergus Falls, 
Barnesville and Glyndon. On the 17th of 
June, 1887, he was married to Miss Betsy 
Vartz, and their union has been blessed with 
one child, named Nils Oskar, born March 30, 
1888. Mrs. Danielson was born February 
6, 1869, and is a daughter of Ole and 
Johanna Hartz, who are now residents of 
Acton. 


fh, WELL KNOWN old settler in the 

*\ southern part of Meeker county, is 
J. M. Pirman, a resident of section 14, Cedar 
Mills township. 

Mr. Pitman is a native of Belknap county, 
N. H., born on the 26th of May, 1819, and 
is a son of Ebenezer Pitman. Ile received a 
thorough education in his younger days, both 
preparatory and collegiate, and was grad- 
uated from Dartmouth College,an educational 
institution of high rank, in 1841. Te began 
teaching while still a boy, and semained in 
his native State until 1853, when he came 
West and located in Wisconsin. He first 
taught school in that State, on Sand Prairie, 
near Beloit, and the following spring went 
to Menomonie, where he remained, following 
his profession, for six years, the greater 
portion of the time, being a teacher in a 
private school at that place. In 1860 he 
vame to Meeker county, Minn., and took 
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a pre-emption claim of 172 acres on section 
2, Cedar Mills township. During that year 
he put in a crop covering an acre or so of 
land, and erected a log house on his claim. 
He remained steadily upon the land until the 
time of the Indian outbreak when he, as did 
all the rest, left for safety. He helped to 
fortify “the Point” in Cedar Lake, when 
the settlers gathered there. Later he went 
to Hutchinson, and when the “ Hutchinson 
Guards” was organized at that place he 
joined them, and took charge of the comiis- 
sary department. After the out break, Mr. 
Pitman occupied his time with teaching in 
the winter and farming in the summer, until 
about 1870, after which he devoted his at- 
tention entirely to the farm until 1887, 
when he sold out and has since retired 
from participation in the cares of business. 
During the early days of this country Mr. 
Pitman preached occasionally to the people 
on Sunday, and on the 22d of September, 
1867, assisted in organizing a Baptist Church 
in Greenleaf, one of the early religious organ- 
izations effected in the southern part of the 
county. He has always taken an interest in 
all matters relating to the welfare of the 
township. When the organization of the 
township was effected in 1870, he was elected 
chairman of the supervisors, and retained the 
office for five successive years, and he was 
again elected to the same position in 1885. 


O. LINDGREN, one of the active, en- 
-) terprising business men of the village 
of Dassel, isa member of the firm of Thomp- 
son & Lindgren, general merchants. Ile 
was born in Sweden, July 13, 1857, and is 
the son of Olaf and Anna Lindgren, natives 
of the same kingdom. He came to tlils 
country in 1879, and came to Meeker county 
direct, and during the summer of that year 
worked on a farm near Litchfield. In 
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November he remov ail to the village of Das- 


sel, and attended school until spring, when 
he ‘entered the store of August Sallbere, as 
clerk, with whom he yeuthined some tio 
years. Le, at the expiration of his engage- 
ment, went to Minneapolis and engaged in 
business for a time. In the summer of 1883 
he returned to Dassel and formed a partner- 
ship with John Thompson, and the following 
September opened a stock of general mer- 
chandise in a building that they had erected. 
They have continued in that line of trade ever 
since, and are now doing a large and increas- 
ing trade, their fair dealing and uprightness 
in all business matters winning them hosts of 
friends. 

Mr. Lindgren has taken great interest in 
all local politics, and was elected one of the 
village trustees in 1884. In 1855 he was 
chosen to fill the position of recorder, and 
has been re-elected his own successor ever 
since, and now fills that office. He isa 
member of the Masonic fraternity, having 
been made a Mason by Cakato Lodge, No. 
1384, in 1884. 

The marriage of Mr. Lindgren and Miss 
Mary Peterson took place in August, 1855 


ce EORGE S. BELKNAP is one of the 
SA most prominent citizens of Swede 

Grove township. He is a son of Stephen and 
Vlizabeth Belknap, and was born on the 28th 
of March, 1828, in the village of Blooming- 
burgh, N. Y., eighty-four miles from New 
York city. Mr. Belknap traces his ancestry 


back through some of the most notable fam, 


ilies in Ainerican history. Ile is a grandson 
of Lieut. William Belknap, who entered the 
service of his country in Col. Henry Beekman 
Livingston’s Fourth Regiment, and continued 
in the service until the onelision of the war. 
Ile was an original member of the New York 
State Society of the Cincinnati, formed by 
the officers of the American army of the rev- 
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olution at the cantonment on the banks of 
the Iludson river in May, 1788. Gen. George 
Washington was elected president-general of 
the society, and held that honor until the day 
of his death. The officers of the American 
army having generally been taken from the 
citizens of America possessing high venera- 
tion for the character of that illustrious 
Roman, Lucius Quintius Cincinnatus, who 
was found following the plough en the 
statesmen of his country sought him as the 
only one capable of leading their armies to 
victory, and clothed him with absolute 
power, and who, having achieved the salya- 
tion of his country, laid aside that powerand 
eladly returned to his plough and the ob- 
scurity of domestic life, they thought they 
could with propriety denominate themselves 
the Society of the Cincinnati. 

The original design or idea seems to have 
been of an institution bearing resemblance to 
a military order. The subject of this sketch 
was elected a member of this organization 
July 4, 1861. 

George S. Belknap received an academical 
education, then went to New York City and 
learned the tailor’s trade, at which he be- 
came an expert, and was promoted to the po- 
sition of draughtsman, at a salary of 82,500 
per year. During the war he was inspector of 
army supplies and equipage in the quarter- 
master’s department, under Deputy Quarter- 
master-General, Colonel Vinton, which posi- 
tion he held until the close of hostilities, and 
then reéngaging in his former business with 
his old-time ‘employ er. In 1877 he came to 
Meeker county, Minn., and settled upon the 
section ‘6, 


farm where he now resides, on 
Swede Grove township, having previously 
taken the farm on a mortgage. A short time 
later he rented the farm and stock for a term 
of five years, and returned to New York, 
but a short time later was obliged to return, 
as his tenant proved a very poor manager, 
Mr. Belknap was married, on the 23d of 
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February, 1851, to Ellen Craft, by whom he 
had five children, as follows—Mary Alice, 
born July 21,1853; Lydia S., born March 18, 
1861 (died in 18S4); Cora Ellen, born Sep- 
tember 9, 1863; Jessie, born February 15, 
1866, and Ida Elizabeth, born June 25, 1858. 
Tda E. married Alexander T. Caraccioli, a 
salesman in a wholesale music store in New 
York City ; Cora E. married Horton Parsons, 
born in this State, who has charge of a rail- 
road station in Dakota; and Jessie married 
Lewis Handlin, railroad station agent at 
Hancock, Minn. They have all been school 
teachers. Mr. Belknap’s second marriage 


occurred on the 16th of August, 1S74, when:: 


he wedded Sarah J. Mead,a daughter of 
Daniel and Eleanor Mead. Her first hus- 
band, Martin A. Mosier, was killed in the re- 
bellion; her father was a soldier in the war 
of 1812. Her mother is still alive, a resident 
of New York State. Mr. Belknap’s people 
are all dead except one brother, who isa 
bookkeeper in Newberg, N.Y. Mr Belknap 
is one of the best posted and educated men 
in the county. In political matters he is a 
republican, . 
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4+Y the Howard House, and other prop- 
erty in the village of Litchtield, including 
his beautiful residence, Lake Side, on the 
shores of the lovely Lake Ripley, received his 
military title for services rendered in the 
Union army during the Jate war. He came 
to Meeker county in 1867, and purchased a 
farm in the town of Greenleaf, where he 
remained until 1872, when he removed to 
Litchfield and erected the first independent 
elevator on the line of this railroad. Le was 
engaged in the dual occupation of buying 
and shipping grain and carrying on bis farm 
until 1879, when he sold the latter. In 18s0, 
he erected the Howard House at an outlay 
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SX OL. JACOB M. HOWARD, owner of | 


| of some $19,000, which he has always leased, 

In 1886 he purchased forty five acres of land 
_ on the banks of Lake Ripley and erected his 
family mansion, one of the most beautiful in 
this section of the State. In 1887 he retired 
from the grain trade, and contents himself 
with looking after his other interests and 
affairs. 

Colonel Howard is a native of Detruit, 
| Mich., born July 16, 1842, and is the son of 
Hon. Jacob M. and Catherine (Shaw) How- 
ard. The father of our subject was a lawyer 
by profession, a native of Vermont, who had 
settled in Detroit in 1836, and for twelve 
years was one of the United States Senators 
from Michigan. Mrs. Catherine Howard, 
the mother of the Colonel, was a native of 
Massachusetts. 

The subject of this personal history re- 
ceived his primary education in the schools 
| of his native city, and at the age of sixteen 
| entered Union College, at Schenectady, N. 
Y., where he passed some three years. In 
the spring of 1562 he enlisted as a private 
in Company F, Twenty-fourth Michigan In- 
fantry, but for gallant and meritorious. con- 
duct was rapidly promoted from rank to 
rank, until he became the assistant Adjutant 
General at the headquarters of the Twenty- 
third Army Corps, then under command of 
| Major-General Hartsuff, with the rank of 
Lieutenant-Colonel. In this position he’ 
served until the close of the war, after which 
| he went into the wholesale grocery business 
| in Chicago, but two years later, his health 
| failing, he gave up that line of trade and 


came to Meeker county, as above stated. 
The Colonel, who is active and enterpris! 
ing, is always foremost In any movement that 
is likely to accrue to the benefit of the com- 
munity. He.was one of the principal organ- 
izers of the Woolen Mill Company, and wis 
the first president of the board of directors. 
He is a stockholder in the Creamery Associa- 
tion, and vice-president of the company. Ile 
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was elected mayor of the city of Litehfield 
in 1885, and served one term, but has but 
little political aspiration. The Colonelis an 
influential member of Frank Daggett Post, 
No, 35, and of the Litchfield Dramatic Asso- 
ciation, of which he was one of the originat- 
ors. , 

Col. J. M. Howard and Miss Emma Pen- 
nover were united in marriage in October, 
iss. The lady is a native of New York 
State, and is the daughter of Truman Penr- 
noyer, of Meeker county. 
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ee M. PAULSON, a resident of section 
i~ 82, Acton township, was one of the 
noble “ Boys in Blue,’ who enlisted from 
Meeker county during the civil war. Mr, 
Paulson was born in Norway on the 18th 
of February, 1838, and is a son of Mathias 
and Mary Paulson, both natives of the same 
country. In 1857 they removed to Canada, 
where Paul remained until the spring of 1860, 
when he settledat St. Paul, Minn. There he 
remained at work until fall, when he was 
joined by his parents, and they all came to 
Acton township, Meeker county, and the 
father selected a homestead. Paul remained 
with his parents most of the time, working for 
different farmers during the summer months, 
until the 7th of June, 1862, when he enlisted 
in company E, Sixth Minnesota Volunteer 
Infantry, and went into service. Heremained 
with his company until June, 1863, when he 
was taken sick and was transferred to the 
invalid corps. Tle was finally discharged on 
the 7th of June, 1865, and returned to the 
home of his parents. 

On the 14th of September, 1865, he was 
married to Miss Amelia Peterson, the cere- 
mony being performed in St. Paul. His wife 
Was a native of Sweden, born October 6, 1843, 
and was a daughter of Andrew and Sophia 
Peterson, After their marriage the couple 


lived with Mr. Paulson’s parents until! the fol- 
lowing spring,when Paul moved upon a home- 
stead which he had taken on section 32, Ac- 
ton township, where he still lives. Ile now 
owns a fraction over 154 acres of land, a good 
share of which is undercultivation. Mr and 
Mrs. Paulson have had nine children, as fol- 
lows—Mary, born July 10, 1866; Mathias, 
born August 11, 1868,died November 11, 1870. 
Matilda, born February 12,1871; Edward, born 
June 27, 1873 ;, Carrie, borg October 9, 1875; 
Emma, born March 5, 1878; Eda, born August 
10, 1880; Leonora, born December 18, 1882: 
and Arnold, born May 22, 1885. The family 
are members of the Norwegian Lutheran 
Chureh, of which they are active supporters. 
Mr. Paulson takes an active interest in all 
matters affecting the welfare of his town- 
ship and is one of its leading citizens. In 
political matters he supports the republican 
party. 
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[:\ UGUST JORDEN, afarmer who at pres- 
“\\ ent residés on section 18, in Green- 
leaf township, but who expects in a short 
time to remove to Cosmos, is a native of 
Sweden, and was born on the 29th of June, 
1861. Ife left his native land in 1880 for 
America, and upon his arrival first settled in 
Minneapolis, Minn., where he remained for 
about twoyearsand ahalf. At the expiration 
of that time he settled at Litchfield, 
Meeker county, and remained there until 
1888, when he purchased the place 
he now resides, on section 18, Greenleaf 
township. ; 
The parents of Mr. Jorden were also na- 
tives of Sweden. They remained in the land 
of their birth until 1882, when they came to 
the United States, and now live with August. 
August, the subject of this sketch, is a single 
man. In religious matters he attends the 
Lutheran Church, and in politics he is a re- 
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publican. Ife isa good manager, industri- 
ous and frugal, and is getting a good start in 
his farming operations. 
tt SEB te 

ACOB C. INMAN, residing on section 
y 29, Manannah township, a highly re- 
spected and thrifty agriculturist, is a native 
of Butler county, lowa, and was born on the 
20th of February, 1858. Tis parents were 
Americans, and they were among the first 
settlers in that county. Their names were 
John and Catharine (Ulery) Inman. 

Jacob spent his early life in his native 
county, and in June, 1869, came to Meeker 
county, Minn., with his parents and they set- 
tled on section 20, Manannah township. 
There Jacob remained for eight years and 
then removed to section 2, and six years 
later he settled on his present farm in the 
same section. He has eighty acres of land 
and has been very successful in his farming 
operations, also carrying on stock-raising to 
a limited extent. 

Onthe 1ithof November, 1884, Myr. Inman 
was married to Miss Susan Porter, and their 
marriage has been blessed with two children, 
the names of whom are Elsie and Malinda. 
The children are both living. 

Mr. Inman’s mother is still living in 
Meeker county, as is also the mother of his 
wife. 


In political matters Mr. Inman affiliates 
with the democratic party. 
te te KE pe 
SARLOSS JEWETT, one of the 


oldest living settlers of Meeker 
county, aud one of its most historical charac- 
ters, was born at Wardsboro, Vt., June 9, 
1827, and is the son of Thomas and Sylvia 
(Haradon) Jewett. Ilis father was born on 
the same farm May 1, 1794, and died in 


May, 1878; the mother, whose birth took 
place at Norton, Mass., November 25, 1799, 
died March 2, 1877. The paternal grand 
father of our subject, Thomas Jewett, was a 
sergeant in the Continental Army under 
Washington, and the maternal grandfather 
followed Gen. Israel Putnam across Charles- 
ton Neck after the battle of Bunker Hill, and 
afterwards helped fortify Dorchester Heights, 
which caused the evacuation of Boston. The 
latter, Isaac HH. Haradon, lost his father at 
the massacre of Fort William Henry, and 
married Miss Annie Stone. 

The parents of the subject of this sketch 
moved to Steuben county, N. Y., in early 
life, and were married there. They removed 
back to Vermont after the birth of their 
second child, but in 1829 emigrated again to 
Steuben county, N. Y., where they event- 
ually died. Carloss was reared and educated 
in the district schools of that section, and, 
being of a studious mind, absorbed much in- 
formation, spending his evenings in mathie- 
matical studies at the family fireside. At 
the age of eighteen he commenced teaching 
school, but the next three years attended the 
academies at Addison and Genoa. Ile then 
worked at civil engineering on the New 
York Central railroad until 1851, when he . 
went to the Isthmus and ran the preliminary 
survey for the Panama Mailroad, spending 
one year there, and participated in the cap- 
ture of San Loren Castle. MIteturning to his 
home, he was engaged in various railroad 
and telegraph works, until 1856, when hecame_ 
to Minnesota. He arrived at Forest City 
June 20,1856, with but $16.19 in his pocket, 
and dune 27 took a claim on section 31, 
Forest City township. He was appointed 
sheriff in the summer of 1857, and was after- 
wards elected to the same office. He took a 
part in the Indian troubles in 1862, as 
detailed elsewhere, and with his wife kept 
house the farthest west of all the settlers. 
The next year he spent on the ‘abandoned 
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lands” of Louisiana, where he raised cotton. 
He then made his home on his farm until 
April, 1887, when he moved to Litchfield, 
and in May, 1888, took a tree-claim on land 
adjoining the village. He has held the office 
of register of deeds of this county and 
various town offices. 

The Colonel was married November 10, 
1859, to Miss Annie, daughter of Pomeroy 
and Larriet (Buell) Warren, who was born 
‘in Wyoming county, N. Y., May 18, 1833. 
She has recently parted fom her husband 
through the machinations of her friends, as 
have six out of eight of her sisters. They 
had no children, 4 have raised several 
orphans. Among these is Emma Jewett, 
the famous equestrienne, who was born in 
Chautauqua county, October 3, 1860, and is 
the daughter of Charles Peterson, a Scandi- 
navian, who was killed in the army. After 
his death his family came to Minnesota, and 
in 1870 the Colonel adopted the little girl. 
She learned to ride on the farm and gave her 
first exhibition in public at Minneapolis, in 
1880. She is now living in Syracuse, N. Y. 
Sy 


1 He oe eo 


eae J. H. KAUFFMAN, the lead- 

ing representative of the medical fra- 
ternity located at the village of Dassel, is a 
native of Newbureh, Cumberland county, 
Pa., born October 29, 1859, and is the son of 
Henry and Mary (Wilkins) Kauffman, both 
of whom are also natives of the * Old Key- 
stone State.” The father of our subject has 
been for many years in the drug business at 
Newburgh, and is still carrying on that busi- 
ness. The Doctor received his education in 
his native town, and, as he grew older, was 
taken into the store by his father, where 
he grew to be a proficient clerk. On attain- 
ine his majority his father gave him a co- 
partnership, and the firm name was changed 
to Kauffman & Son. Inthe fall of ISst 
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our subject matriculated at re ee Medi. 
eal College, at Philadelphia, and remained 
there throughout the terms of 1881 and 1Ss2. 
He then entered the New York University, 
from which he was graduated in March, 183-4. 
teturning to Newburgh, he opened an ollice 
in his native town, in connection with the 
drug business, an interest in which he still 
retained, but in 1887 sold out there with the 
intention of removing to Dakota, but, on his 
arrival in Minneapolis changed his mind and 
came to Dassel, and commenced practice in 
January of that year. Ie has gained the 
confidence and esteem of the people of the 
village by his honorable principles and excel- 
lent judgment, and the surrounding country 
have a deep regard for his general success, 
and his practice has already assumed good 
proportions and is on the increase. He isa 
member of the Masonic fraternity, having 
been madea Mason in Big Spring Lodge, No. 
361, at Newville, Pa. 


OHN W. BENTON. Among the set- 
tlersof 1867 may be classed Mr. Benton, 
of Kingston township, who makes his home on 
his fine farm on section 10, where 
on general farming. 

The subject of this sketch is a native of 
Oswego county, N. Y., born August 15, 1826, 
and is the son of John W. and Welthy 
(Widgar) Benton, natives of the Empire 
State and Eneland, respectively. About the 
year 1836, the father of our subject removed 

Pennsylvania, where John W., Jr. 
brought up. Tis mother remained in York 
State, and our subject never saw her again, 
wthough he heard of her as being alive in 
the fallof 1887. His father died of consump- 
tion about 1840. Ile was a-carpenter by 
trade. After his death, our subject went to 
live with his grandparents, with whom he 
remained until he was eight years old, at 
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which early age he may be said to have | George Walter, now living in’ Mille Laes 


conunenced the battle of life ‘for himself. 
He passed his time for the next nine years 
in working at farm work and in going to 
school, after which for several summers he 
was employed upon the Pennsylvania Canal. 
Thinking in the great West there was a 
better show for him, he caine in this diree- 
tion, and locating in Wisconsin, went to 
work for aman by the name of Winchester, 
of Winnebago county. Je made his home 
in that part of the country until 1861, part 
of the time engaged in thé lumber business, 
but upon the Sth of September, of that year, 
he enlisted as sergeant in Company C, Four- 
teenth Wisconsin Infantry, and passed with 


that regiment, through the ‘baptism of - 


fire,” at Shiloh, in April, 1862. Ile was dis- 
charged September 10, 1862, on account of 
injuries received in the field, but February 
13, 1865, he re-enlisted in the Eighth Wis- 
consin Infantry, from which he was dis- 
charged September 5th, following. After 
being mustered out, Mr. Benton settled in 
Fond du Lae county, in the Badger State, 
where be remained until he came to Meeker 
county. 

The subject of our personal narrative was 
married December 25, 1861, to Miss Julia 
Pratt, a native of Cortland county, N. Y., 
and daughter of Joshua and Ann (Rumsey) 
Pratt. Wer parents, who were natives of 
Connecticut and New York, respectively, 
moved from New York when Mrs. Benton 
was but five years of age, to Illinois, from 
there to Wisconsin, and finally to Minnesota, 
where the father died in 1883. ITer mother 
died three years previously in) Wisconsin. 
Mrs. Benton, whose birth took place July 3, 
Isd4, was reared and educated in Ton-du 
Lae county, Wis. 

Dy this marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Benton 
are the parents of six children—Manan U.S; 
~Ida May, Mrs. Joseph Manson, residing in 
Washington Territory; Ella J., wile of 


county, this State; Roy E., Stella R., and 
Wealthy Aurelia. Mr. Benton is a republi- 
ean in his politics. 


~ C2 A Sos, 
Sane as One de Ks 


AMES W. POLK, an old settler and 


respected farmer residing on see- 
tion 18, Forest Prairie township, was 


born in Bullitt county, Ky., October 14, 
1809, and is a son of Edward and Margaret 
(Brown) Polk. His father and mother were 
the parents of a large family of children. 
The subject of this sketch spent his school 
day's in his native county, receiving a good 
education, and at one time began the study 
of medicine. In 1830 he went to Louisville, 
Ky., and there learned the cooper’s trade, 
which he afterward followed for about forty 
vears. From 1841 until 1846 he conducted 
his shop in Chicago, and then engaged in 
the dairy business near the same city. In 
1857 he came to Minnesota and located in 
Jordan, where he remained about two years, 
and then went to Henderson, where he was 
engaged in the coopering business, and 


remained until October, 1866, when he came 


to Meeker county, and located on his present 
place in Forest Prairie township. He has a 
good-sized farm, and devotes his attention 
chiefly to general farming, although in the 
past he has given considerable attention to 
stock raising. Mr. Poik is a democrat in 


polities, and is one of the leading citizens: ot 


the township in which he lives. He is a 
member of the Church of God. in which he 
has been a deacon for thirteen years or 
more, 

Mr. Polk was first married on the 3d of 
January, 1831, to Miss Eliza Chastine. She 
gave birth to one child, Charles Wesley, and 
died when the child was three: days old. 


‘The child died in infaney. 


Mv. Polk was again married in 71So6, at 
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Darwin, Ill., to Mary Carr, who died in 
Two children blessed this union— 
Nancy Caroline and James R, 

In 1841 our subject was married to Miss 
Zillah Brinton, with whom he lived for forty- 
two vears. She died on the 3d of July, 
1883, and was buried in Forest Prairie town- 
ship. Ler age at the time of her death was 
seventy-live years. 

On the 14th of November, 1884, Mr. Polk 
was married to Mrs. Mary C. Irwin, of 
Indiana, his present wife. By her former 
marriage she had two daughters, both of 
whom married, and each became a Mrs. 
Rowley. 


1838. 


Jlis third wife, Zillah, had one son that. 


married Mr, Polk’s daughter, Nancy C., and 
they had six children, all of whom lived but 
one. Their father being a_ soldier, their 
mother as well as themselves were left to 
Mr. Polk’s care; so that in his later years 
he raised five children. 
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“TON. JONATHAN BURNETT SALIS- 
Z BURY, the present county surveyor, 
was born in the State of New York, in 1824, 
and is the son of Dr. Gideon and Phoebe 
(Burnett) Salisbury. lis father died when 
he was a mere infant, and he was brought up 
under a mother’s care. When he was about 
two years old she moved to New Jersey, but 
later settled at Rrooklyn, N. Y. His mother 
died in 1850. 

The subject of our sketch, in 1845, having 
studied thoroughly in the mathematical line, 
and mastering the profession of surveyor, 
went to Ohio, where, the following spring, 


_he enlisted in the First Ohio Regiment of 


Volunteers, and served his one year’s term of 
service in the Mexican war, with the little 
column under General Zachary Taylor. He 
was discharged at New Orleans, in the spring 


of 1847, but returned to Mexico, in the quar- 
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termaster’s department, and was at the City 
of Mexico when the war closed. He 
turned to Ohio, where he made his residence 
until the spring of 1850, when he removed to 
Iowa, where he lived for six years, engaged 
in public surveys in various parts of lowa, 
Wisconsin and Minnesota. While running 
township lines through what is now Mecker 
county, in the summer of 1855, he was so 
much pleased with the country that he stuck 
a claim stake, on sections 18 and 19, in what 
is now Kingston township. At that time 
there were no other people, except those 
of surveying parties, within the limits of the 
county. Returning to his home in Scott 
county, Towa, in October, of that year, he 
there passed the winter, but in the spring of 
1856, he started for his new-found Eden with 
his family, which consisted of his wife, Mar- 
garet L. (Weymer) Salisbury, and one child, 
Frank L. They were accompanied by his 
father-in-law, Jacob Weymer, Sr., his wife 
and two sons—Jacob Jr. and Joseph. My. 
Salisbury had brought all his goods with him, 
and the trip consumed about one month., 
To one large, wide tracked wagon were 
hitched four yoke of oxen, and to another 
wagon a team of horses was attached. A 
good share of the time was spent in getting 
through the “big woods,” there being no 
other road than a trail, and a good deal of 
chopping was necessary. , This trail was cut 
so that oneteam could barely get through, 
and is the same that for years was known as 
the “Old Territorial Road.” The party, 
however, finally reached the claim, and their 
first work was to get up a little cabin, the 


> 


re 


remains of which still mark the spot. ‘This 
was one of the verv first houses erected in 
the county. Here they settled and here he 
carried on farming for years. At the time 
of the Indian outbreak, he left the farm and 
went to Kingston which he helped to fortify. 
For two weeks the family occupied a house, 
and then all the refugees who had wathered 
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there spent their nights in the grist mill, 
‘which was being used as a fort. Mr. Salis- 
bury remained at Kingston for about one 
month, when his family returned to the old 
home in Jowa, and he enlisted in the 
* Mounted Rangers,” or First Minnesota Cav- 
alry, and served through the Indian troubles 
on the borders, one year. He then enlisted 
in Hatch’s Independent Battalion of Minne- 
sota Cavalry for three vears or during the 
war, and served on the frontier. Upon 
being honorably discharged in the spring of 
1866, he again returned to his farm and eul- 
tivated it until June, 1875, when he removed 
to Litchfield, where he has since lived. In 
1868 he was elected to represent his. district 
in the Legislature, and made a creditable rec- 
ord. In 1870 he was elected county surveyor, 
and has either held that office -or been de- 
puty most of the time since. Mr. Salisbury 
is a prominent member of the Grand Army 
of the Republic and takes an active interest 
in all its affairs. Jle and his wife have a 
family of eight children. 


K:\ NDREW EVENSON, an enterprising 
#3\ farmer residing on section 7, Green- 


leaf township, is a son of Hans and Christine 
Evenson, and a native of Norway, born Octo- 
ber 30, 1847. A full sketch of his parents, 
who were prominent old settlers of Meeker 
county, will be found elsewhere in this 
voluine. Andrew came to the United States 
with his parents in 1857, and they first set- 
tled in Scott county, Minn., and remained 
there and in Wright county for three years, 
and at the expiration of that time located in 
Meeker county. The father took a claim on 
section 8, in what is now Greenleaf town- 
ship, where Andrew spent his youth, in the 
same industrious and frugal manner common 
to the vouth of his nationality. Ile was 
with the family through all the horrors of 
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the Indian outbreak, and shared the dangers 
and privations of those terrible times with 
the hardiest of men. 

In 1876 he was married to Matilda Bjor- 
hus, a daughter of Ole K. and Mary Bjorhus. 
She was born in Norway, September 23, 
1854, and came to the United States in 1871. 
Five children have blessed their union — 
Ilans O., born March 22,1877; Martha C., 
born August 6, 1878; Frederick E., born 
April 4, 1881; Petra Anette, born November 
25, 1883, and Olga M., born January 25, 
1886. Mr. Evenson is at present (1588) chair- 
man of the board of township supervisors, 
and is alsoa member of the board of direc- 
tors of the Farmers’ and Merchants’ Codper- 
ative Elevator Association. He has taken 
an active interest in all public matters, and 
is to-day one of the leading citizens of his 
township. He has a valuable farm where he 
devotes his attention to general farming and 
stock-raising, in which he has been very suc- 
cessful, us he has accumulated a comfortable 
property through his own industry and care- 
ful management. In his younger days Mr. 
Evenson had but slight educational advan- 
tages, only having the privilege of attending 
school twenty-threedays. His natural ability 
and self-educational efforts, however, have 
not been in vain, and he has thoroughly 
mastered the English language, and acquired 
a varied and general fund of useful know]- 
edge. 
co J, 
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AMES P. DAVIS, an enterprising and 
“J prosperous agriculturist of Dassel town- 
ship, is the son of Stephen and Mary (Pat- 
terson) Davis, and was born in Wayne county, — 
Ohio, March 14, 1886. His parents were 
very early settlers in that portion of the 
“Buckeye” State, but removed to Meigs 
county in 1841, also then a new county, 
and made their home there until 1855, when 
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they came to Minnesota and settled at the 
village of Caledonia, Houston county, where 
the father carried on his trade and bought 
government land. Ie remained there until 
1859, when during the excitement about 
Pike’s Peak, he started for that country, but 
soon changed his mind and setiled in Jo 
Daviess county, Ill., where he died in 1871. 
The mother died in Ida county, Iowa, in 1882 

The subject of our sketch remained with 
his parents until he was twenty-two years of 
age, and followed various employments until 
his marriage, April 10, 1859, with Miss 
Rachel Russell, a native of Indiana. After 
his marriage he remained in Houston county 
until the fall of 1860, when, in company with 
Isaac Russell, Sr., and John Russell, he came 
to Meeker county, and followed hunting and 
exploring the county through that winter, 
and in the following autumn went to Illinois 
with the intention of enlisting in the United 
States army, but was rejected, and having 
disposed of his property in this State, re- 
mained in the “Sucker State” until 1866. 
He then came to Meeker county and took up 
a claim early in July, on section 10, of Das- 
sel township. Ile commenced to improve 
his place, working at the same time on the 
railroad. The next fall he worked in the 
Forest City grist mill. He did not neglect 
his farm, but got it in shape for next year’s 
crop. In 1868 he helped clear the present 
site of the village, chopping cord-wood, ete., 
and thus, while developing his farm, provided 
for the wants of his family until 1872, since 
Which time he has devoted the most of his 
tine to his calling. In 1876 he bought a 
threshing machine in company with George 
Lrower, with the accompanying steam engine, 
und in 1879 became the sole owner of the 
outfit, and carries on that business in con- 
nection with his farm. The latter consists of 
160 acres of land on section 10, and besides 
this he is the half owner of 160 acres more on 
section 16. 
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Mr. and Nie Davie are the parents of ten 
children—Stephen W., born December 29, 
1859; Reuben B., born December 15,1561; 
Mary J., born January 17, 1864; Wealthy 
M., born May 24, 1866; William E., born 
October 25, 1868; Isaac A., born December 
25, 1870, died April 5, 1880; James II., born 
June 11, 1873; Emma B., born March 6, 
1876; Annie Z., born November 2, 187s, and 
John F., born January 8, 1882. Stephen is 
married and lives in Dakota; Reuben, 
married, makes his home on section 16, this 
town; Mary J. (Mfrs. C. G. Waller) lives at 
Kingston, and Wealthy (Mrs. W. if. Bran- 
ham), resides in Litchfield. 
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SN HARLES SHEPHERD, an ex-Union sol- 
LY dier, and one of the most intelligent, 

prominent and successful farmers in the 
northern part of the county, was born in 
3eleium, in the year 1826.  Jlis parents 
were John and Catharine (Shepelle) Shep- 
herd, the father being a native of England. 
and the inother a native of Belgium. When 
Charles was eight or ten years of age the 
family removed from Belgium to England, 

and six years later they “ame to the 
United States and located in Massachusetts, 
where the parents died. Charles remained 
in Massachusetts until he had arrived at 
about the age of twenty-one, when he went 
to Rhode Island, but nine or ten months 
later he returned to Ballardyale, Mass. 
Two years later he started West, and for 
ten years lived in Wisconsin. While there, 
on the 27th of February, 185, 
in Company A, Fifty-first Wisconsin Volun- 
teer Infantry, and was mustered into the 
service. Ile remained with his regiment 
until the 22d of August, 1865, when he was 
honorably discharged and returned to Wis- 
consin. In 1866 he came to Meeker county, 
Minn., and located on a farm on section 24, 
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Manannah township. He now has a valu- 
able farm of 220 aeres of land and is in com- 
fortable circumstances. 

Mr. Shepherd was first married, when a 
young man, to Julia Higgins, who died. By 
this marriage he had three children. 

On the 14th of August, 1857, he was mar- 
ried to Miss Adaline IJartman, who was 
born in Germany April 2, 1857. This mar- 
riage has been blessed with twelve children. 


PAL EXANDER L. GORDON, an intelli- 

“s\) gent and industrious farmer living 
upon section 10, Collinwood township, is a 
native of Westchester county, N. Y., born 
August 1, 1850, and is the son of Will- 
iam and Jane (Ferguson) Gordon, who had 
come to America from the land of their birth, 
Scotland, some time previous. The family 
removed in the boyhood of our subject to 
Fond du Lace county, Wis., where he re- 
mained until eighteen years of age. At 
that time he commenced life for himself as 
brakeman on the railroad, which he followed 
for two years. The following summer he 
was in the employ of the Government, driy- 
ing team, on the line between the United 
States and Manitoba. From that time on, 
for several years, he was engaged in several 
occupations, all of them, however, attended 
by hard labor, sometimes in the pineries, and 
sometimes in the harvest field, until his 
marriage. i 

This happy event took place March 21, 
187s, at which time he wedded Miss Martha 
Delong, the daughter of Madison and Eliza- 
beth (Lunsford) Delong, a sketch of whom 
appears elsewhere in this Aruem. Mrs. Gor- 
don was born in Lawrence county, Ohio, 
March 10, 1858, and came to Meeker county 
With her parents in 1866. 

At the time of his marriage Mr. Gordon 
settled down to farm life on section 10, where 


MEEKER COUNTY, MINNESOTA. 


he now lives and where he has some sixty 
acres of land mostly under cultivation. Ife 
has held several of the town offices, chief 
among which is that of chairman of the 
board of supervisors, which he occupied for 
seven years. Ile is the parent of four chil- 
dren—FElizabeth Jane, born April 2, 187; 
William, born December 15, 1880; Elna, 
born March 11, 1883; and Grace, born Jan- 
uary 1, 1586. 
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«2 LI BORING, an ex-Union soldier, is a 
“ory farmer who resides on section 10, For- 
est Prairie township. Ie is a native of Clin- 
ton county, Ohio, born May 22, 1826, and is 
a son of Absalom and Isabelle (Williams) 
Boring. His father and mother were natives 
of Baltimore county, Md., and Iarrison 
county, Va., respectively. They are both 
dead. The father died in Indiana, at the 
age of eighty-one years, April 28, 1888. Tle 
wasa farmer; had settled in Indiana in 1836, 
and was one of the pioneers of that State. 
The mother was born in 1809 and died Teb- 
ruary 5, 1863. They were the parents of 
eleven children, eight boys and three girls, 
the names of whom wereas follows—Thomas 
William, Lafayette, Eli, John A., Elizabeth, 
Sarah, Jesse E., Henry, Harrison, William 
and Eliza. 

Eli Boring, the subject of this sketch, re- 
mained at home during his boyhood and 
school days. On the 20th of February, 154, 
he enlisted in Company D, Eighth Indiana 
Cavalry, and went into the service. He saw 
active service and participated m numerous 
battles, engagements and skirmishes. He 
was shot in the side at the battle of Camp- 
bellton, Ga., and remained in the hospital for 
several weeks. On the 10th of September, 
1864, he was taken prisoner and was held for 
some three months, after which he was in the 
hospital at Annapolis, Md., for three weeks, 
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and, after a short furlough, returned to his 
reviment. Jlewas finally mustered out July 
va, 1865, near Raleigh, N. C., and returned to 
his home in Indiana. In the fall of 1868 he 
came to Meeker county, Minn., and located 
in Forest Prairie township. In 1882 he went 
to Minneapolis and engaged in the milling 
business, but spent his winters at lumbering, 
continuing this for three years, and then 
returned to Forest Prairie and settled where 
he now resides. 

Mr. Boring was married on the 2d of No- 
venber, 1886, to Miss Victoria Spaulding, a 
daughter of Danville Spaulding, an old and 
respected citizen of Jforest Prairie township. 
They were married at Litchfield by N. C. 
Martin. 

Our subject is a man of the strictest integ- 
rity, and is respected by all who know him. 
In political matters he affiliates with the 
republican party. 
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“eX HARLES M. AHLSTROM. The subject 

Y of this sketch is an enterprising and 
successful farmer and stock-raiser, who re- 
sides on section 31, Ilarvey township. He is 
a native of Chisago county, Minn., where he 
was born on the Sth of August, 1859, and he 
isason of Andrew M. and Carrie Ahlstrom. 
In 1864 he removed, with his parents, to 
Meeker county, and the family settled on 
section 30, where Charles M. still resides. 
His parents were both natives of Sweden. 
They came to the United States in 1854. 
They are both still living. 

The subject of our sketch, Charles, grew to 
manhood in Meeker county, attending school 


as opportunity offered, and assisting his 
father on the farm. On the 27th of May, 
Iss2, he was married to Mary Peterson, of 
Swede Grove township. Their marriage 
has been blessed with three children, whose 
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hames are Stacie, Carl M. and Clearence A., | 


317 
the last named being an infant. Mr. and 
Mrs. Ahlstrom are exemplary members and 


active supporters of the Lutheran Church. 

In political matters Mr. Ahlstrom is a re- 
publican. Ie now owns 160 acres of land, 
and has a good start and good prospects for 
future success. 


ENS D. ROSS, ‘the present 
4) postmaster of Litchfield, was born 
in Upper Canada, J uly 25, 1845, and is the 
son of Alexander and Frances Bassett (Con- 
ners) Ross, the former a native of Glasgow, 
Scotland, and the latter of Bangor, County 
Down, Ireland. IJlis parents came to Amer- 
ica, settling in Canada, prior to his birth, and 
there, in the town of Southampton, where 
the father was engaged in mercantile trade, 
our subject received his early education, wid 
there grew to manhood. In 1866, he removed 
with his parents to Chicago, Iil., where he 
commenced work with the American Express 
Company, with whom he remained until 1572, 
when he came to Minnesota. He located first 
at St. Cloud, but one year later removed to 
Litchfield, where, in August, 1873, he tool 
charge of a grain elevator, now the M. and 
D. which he has superintended ever since, 
In July, 1887, he took charge of the postoflice 
of the village, having been appointed to that 
position a short time previously. Ile isa 
thorough democrat politically, and believes 
that inits principles lies the true germ of civil 
liberty. He is amember of the present coun- 
cil of Litehfield, and holds a high place in the 
respect and esteem of his fellow citizens. 
Mr. Ross united in marriage, June 11.18 
with Miss Elizabeth M. Becker, a native of 
New York, and daughter of Herman and 
Margaret Becker. By this union there has 
been born two children, who bear the names 
of Carrie and George. Mar. Ross is a meim- 
ber of Golden Fleece Lodge, Ww. SGp Meas 
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MEEKER COUNTY, MINNESOTA, 


and A. M., Rabboni Chapter, No. 39, R. A. 
M.; Melita Commandery, No. 17, K. T., and 
with his estimable wife holds communion 
with the Presbyterian Church. 
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OHN SMITH, a resident of Darwin 
township, lives on section 15, where he 
curries on general farming and stock raising. 
He is a native of the Grand Duchy of Lux- 
emburg, born in 1839. Ile was reared 
among the vine-clad hills of the land of his 
birth until he was nineteen years of age, 
when he came to America, and that year, 
1858, settled near Aurora, Ill., where he 
made his home until eight years later, when 
he removed to Minnesota and located on the 
farm in Darwin township where he now 
lives. Like so many of his countrymen who 
seck to find in America the fortune and 
freedom they lack in their native land, Mr. 
Smith was a poor man when he came to this 
country, but by the perseverance in his work 
and the natural thrift that seems to be 
inherent in the average German, he has accu- 
mulated a fair share of this world’s goods. 

Mr. Smith was first married in 1865, to 
Miss Anna Peiffer, who became the mother 
of seven children, all of whom are living at 
the present but one. Their names are—John, 
Peter, Michael, Anna, Frank and William. 
Mrs. Anna Smith died in February, 1881, 
and Mr. Smith was married the second time. 
The bride on this oceasion was Miss Maggie 
Kanzler, and the wedding occurred in No- 
vember, 1883. By this last marriage there 
have been born three children, only two of 
Whom, however, are now living—Emma and 
Nicholas, 

Both Mr. Smith and his wife are members 
of the Roman Catholic Church and good 
Christian people. Politically My. Smith is 
what may be termed an independent, not 
being bound to party. 
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UTHER W. LEIGHTON, ~ the junior 
member of the firm of Osterlund & 
Leighton, general merchants of the village 
of Dassel, came to that place in the fall of 
1872, and in the spring of 1874 opened the 
first wagon shop, in which he continued to 
carry on the business until 1881. Closing 
out, then, his interests in that mechanical 
trade, he entered into the hardware business 
in company with J. M. Johnson, and con- 
tinued in that line until January J, 1887, 
when, after selling his interest to his partner, 
he entered into the new copartnership, the 
firm named above. 

Mr. Leighton, who isa native of Penobscot 
county, Me., born March 25, 1850, and the son 
of Stillman W. and Thressa E. Leighton, re- 
ceived his education in his native State. Ile 
left that portion of our great Republic in 1872 
and came directly to this part, as above stated. 
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7PANDREW GUNDERSON, a carpenter 


and farmer who resides on section 15, 
Danielson township, was born in Norway 
on the 16th of August, 1836, and is a son of 
Gunder and Anna Ingebretson. His early 
life was spent in his native land, where he 
worked at various occupations and 
learned the carpenter’s trade. Ie remained 
in the land of his birth until 1870, when he 
came to the United States and came direct 
to Minneapolis, Minn., where he remained 
for six years employ ed at carpenter work. 
He was so poor at that time that he was 
obliged to leave his family in the old country, 


also 


‘and had to borrow the money with which he, 


paid his fare. During the first three years 
he was here he earned enough money to send 
for his family, which required tive 
S61 each. see oldest son came some two 
yews before the balance of the family. The 
father, with the aid of his son, during tlis 
time, erected a comfortable house for himself 
at Minneapolis. 
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his family to Meeker county, Minn., and set- 
tled on a farm in Cosmos township, but after 
getting his family settled he returned to 
Minneapolis and worked at his trade for two 
years, after which he returned and moved to 
the farm which he purchased on section 15, 
Danielson township, where he has since lived. 
Since that time he has continued to work at 
his trade most of his time while his family 
sarried on the farm. Ile now has one of the 
most valuable farms in the township, con- 
sisting of 280 acres, upon which he has placed 
fine building improvements. 

Mr. Gunderson was married before he left 
Norway to Miss Bertha Olson,a daughter of 
Ole and Anna Peterson, who was born Au- 
cust 20, 1830. Their marriage has been 
blessed with nine children, as follows—Gil- 
bert, born February 17, 1857; Nettie, born 
May 4, 1858; William, born January 15, 
1860; Anna, born January 10, 1862; Au- 
eust, born September 6, 1863; Beathe, born 
August 9, 1864, died in 1867; Maria, born 
March 21, 1868; Beathe, born December 10, 
1870; and Albert, born June 2, 1875. All 
were born in Norway except Albert, who 
was born in Minneapolis. Nettie married 
Ole Blaken, a merchant in Grafton, D. T., 
and they have three children. William mar- 
ried Anna Amundson, and is a farmer in Dan- 
ielson township. Anna married Knute Jolin- 
son, a railroad section boss at Minneapolis. 
The family are members of the Norwegian 
Lutheran Church. 

Mr. Gunderson has taken an active inter- 
est in public matters and has held the office 
of township supervisor for four years. In 
political matters he attiliates with the demo- 
cratic party. 
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gS LE.NELSON, one of the leading agri- 
culturists of Acton, isa native of Nor- 


Way, born February 16, 1842, and is the son 


On the 4th of November, 1876, he moved | of Nels and Mary Nelson, and came 


to the 
United States in 1866, first. stopping in Red 
Wing, Minn., where he was engaged in tailor- 
ing for one year. The next two years were 
passed by him in the same employment in 
Minneapolis, but growing tired of working 
for other parties after two years, and being 
anxious to better his financial condition, he 
removed to Acton, this county, and took a 
homestead on section 8, where he now lives. 
He has a fine farm of 200 acres of excellent 
arable Jand, all of which he has made by his 
own energy and perseverance. 

Mr. Nelson was married in Norway, to 
Miss Martha J. Farrisdatter Haabetsbroen. 
They are the parents of the following chil- 
dren—Thorwald E., born October 4, 1864; 
Nikoline Marie, born September 28, 1868, died 
May 19, 1879; Nels, born January 5, 1870; 
Severin, born April 6, 1872; Odin, born Jan- 
uary 6, 1874; Mina, born February 16, 1877; 
Martin, born March 6, 1880; Jens II., born 
December 30, 1851; and Marius, born May ° 
15, 1883. 

Thorwald is attending the academy at‘ 
Minneapolis, and Nels, the high school at 
Litchfield. The other children are at home 
with their parents. Myr. Nelson has oceupied 
the office of road overseer for two or three 
terms, and that of school director for several 
years. He had learned the tailoring trade 
in his far away native land, but since his 
coming here he has devoted his attention 
solely to agricultural pursuits, and has met 
with abundant success in this calling. Ile 
devotes a large share of his labors to stock 
raising. 
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AMES H. THOMS, a resident of Union 
“J Grove township, is one of the successful 
farmers and stock-raisers in the northern part 
of the county. 

The subject of our sketch is the son of 
James and Lucy (Brown) Thoms, and was 
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born in the town of Sebec, Me. While he 
was quite young his parents removed to Kil- 
mornac, Me., where his father engaged in 
farming and lumbering, but finding it a hard 
place to make a living in, he moved to Ban- 
gor, Me. When James II. was fourteen 
years of age he learned the carpenter's trade, 
and remained at home until he was twenty; 
then, with some acquaintances, he left for the 
West, stopping in Wisconsin a short time. 
Ile came to Minnesota in the fall of 1849. 
It was then a territory, St. Paul and. St. 
Anthony being small villages at that time, 
and Minneapolis was not evenstarted. ITaul- 
ing supplies to the Indians was the main busi- 
ness done outside the villages. 

Mr. Thoms engaged for four years in haul- 
ing supplies from St.Paul to Fort Ripley, 
and any other points where the Indians were 
to be paid their annuities. 

Some of the log hotels, or stopping places, 
had squaw landladies, and others were kept 
by bachelors. Mr. Thoms left the road and 
worked at his trade for two years, and finally 
took up a claim in Eden Prairie township, 
sixteen miles south of Minneapolis, in Henne- 
pin county. 

On August 12, 1855, he married Miss 
Annette I. Uamblet, of Eden Prairie, a 
young lady, nineteen years of age. Sle 
remained on his farm a few years, then 
moved to Chanhassen, Carver county, where 
he stayed but a short time, then moved to 
Castle Rock, Dakota county, where he stayed 
a few years, engaged in farming. Then, 
hearing of the many virtues of Meeker county, 
he removed to Union Grove township in the 


fall of 1867, and took up a homestead on sec- 


tion 20. Five years later, he sold that place 
and bought a farm of 160 acres, on section 
25 and 36, where he has since lived. 

The farm is one of the most valuable in 
the township, and the building improvements 
are a credit to the neighborhood in which 
they are located. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Thoms have been blessed 
with nine children, seven of whony are now 
living, two girls and five boys—Frank, the 
eldest, is married, and lives at Newark. 1D, 
T., where he is, in company with a partner, 
running a grain elevator. E. L. and D. C. 
Thoms, the two next oldest, own a roller 
flour mill at Ashby, Grant county, Minn. 
The fourth son, Ben. I., is a graduate from 
Curtiss’ Business College, Minneapolis, and 
is in Minnesota at the present time. One 
daughter is a stenographer, and the otlier is 
a seamstress; both reside in Minneapolis at 
present. Earl W., the youngest, remains at 
home with his parents. In politics, Mr. 
Thoms is astrong democrat. He came to 
the county comparatively a poor man, but is 
now well fixed as to this world’s goods, and 
is rated as one of the most solid and substan- 
tial citizens of the county. He is truly a 
pioneer in the State, and also of the county. 


0 4 ESN moi NS oe 


Spee F. SMITH. Among the quiet, 

sober, and industrious German citizens 
of Meeker county, who have left their beau- 
tiful fatherland to seek upon the Western 
Continent the freedom from conscription and 
military despotism denied them in their 
own country, there is no more prominent in- 
dividual than the gentleman here presented, 
who is a resident upon section 16, Ellsworth 
township. Ile isa native of Germany, and 
is the son of Henry and Dora Smith. | Ilis 
parents were also born in that classic Jand, 
although of French ancestry. 

Our subject was reared beneath his native 
skies, and there received the education com- 
mon to the youth of that land, and there, 
having attained the years of manhood, Sep- 
tember 12, 1857, he was united in marriage 
with Miss Fredericka Sinnerman. In 
the young couple left their home amid the 
hills and valleys of Germany, and crossed 
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the ocean to seek a newer home in free 
America. They settled near the town of 
Nunda, McHenry county, Ul., where they 
lived until the fall of 1875, when they came 
to Meeker county and settled where they 
now live, and where Mr. Smith has a fine 
farm of 180 acres of excellent Jand, on sec- 
tions 15 and 16, and on which he has erected 
an excellent residence, commodious barn and 
neat granary. While a resident of Nunda 
he showed his enterprise by subscribing to 
the institution of the pickling and preserving 
works of that place, in which he owned sey- 
eral shares of stock; and since coming to 
this county he has ever been foremost in 
anything that seemed tobe for the benefit of 
the community. 

Mr. and Mrs. Smith are the parents of 
eight children— Mary (Mrs. Joseph Barth, 
who was married September 12, 1878, the 
anniversary of her parents’ wedding), Will- 
iam, Frederick, George, Emma (now Mrs. 
Ludwig Martens), Clara, Bertie, and Minnie. 
William is also married, and follows the 
trade of moulder in Minneapolis. 

Mr. Smith is a republican, politically, and 
has held the offices of town supervisor, and 
of school director and justice of the peace, 
and is a representative man. He and his 
family belong to the Lutheran Church. 
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Sek HARLES H. DART, the enterprising 

-Y and energetic flour and feed dealer of 
Litchfield, was born in Forest City, Meeker 
county, Minn., February 5, 1862, and is the 
son of Wait I. and Calista (Willis) Dart. 
His father is one of the oldest settlers of the 
county, having come here in April, 1856, and 
the following July took upa claim two miles 
east of the prospective village of Forest City, 
upon which he settled, his family consisting 
of his wife and one child, coming here in 
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farm, and then removed to this village. Ie 
was at that place during the tragic scenes of 
the Indian outbreak, and was an active par- 
ticipant in most of the stirring events of that 
unhappy epoch. Ie entered into the mer- 
eantile business in Forest City about the 
tine of the arrival of the soldiers, and from 
1363 to 1865 had charge of the postottice. In 
1869 he removed to the town of Greenleaf, 
where he teok up a homestead, upon whieh 
he remained until 1871, and then exme to 


_ Litehfield, where he has resided ever since. 


Charles remained at home, enjoying the 
opportunities for schooling afforded him 
during the winters, and working in the sum- 
mer months at whatever he cou'd turn his 
hand to. At the age of eighteen, with a 
commendable enterprise, he initiated the 
business which he now follows, and is making 
it a success. He is ranked high among the 
rising young business men of the village, and 
is rapidly and surely extending his opera- 
tions. 

On Christmas day, December 25, 1883, C. 
H. Dart and Miss Nellie Lockwood, also a 
native of this county, were united in the 
bonds of wedlock. They are the parents of 
one child— May. 
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PSETER LUND, a resident of section 17, 
Greenleaf township, is one of the lead- 
ing farmers and stock-raisers in the southern 
portion of the county. Ile was in 
Sweden, on the 15th of August, 1846. His 
younger days were spent in his native land, 
and in 1872 he came to the United States, 
and located in Minneapolis, where he re- 
mained for eight vears. Ile was at work in 
the Buell, Nutten & Co, flowring mill in 
1878,when theterrible mill explosion occurred, 
in which eighteen were killed and others 
seriously injured. Ilis escape at that time 
Was alinost miraculous. Ile was attending 
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November. Je raised one crop upon his | to the machinery, and a few moments before 
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the disaster he was talking with a fellow- 
employe, named Peter Hogberg. The latter 
suggested getting some water, but Mr. Lund 
told him to attend to the machinery and he 
would get the water. Accordingly, Mr. 
Lund took the pail and started, having to go 
about 200 feet. He had just stepped outside 
of the door, when he noticed a queer smoke 
coming from the suction pipe of the Wash- 
burn A mill, which stood about 100 feet 
from the mill in which he worked. He had 
only gone about 100 feet when the first ex- 
plosion occurred, and he was thrown to the 
ground. He scrambled to his feet and tried 
to run, when the next explosion took place, 
and he was again thrown down. On his 
hands and knees he crawled under a box car, 
and the debris was falling thick around hin. 
A. few moments later he ran to where the mill 
had been, to rescue Hogberg, but he found 
the mill leveled to the ground, and nothing 
was ever found of his companion except a 
few pieces of bones and a knife blade. Out 
of all the men who worked in the three mills, 
he, and one other, were the only ones who 
escaped unhurt. 

On March 27, 1881, Mr. Lund came to 
Meeker county, and settled in Greenleaf 
township, where he still lives. He has a 
valuable farm of 210 acres of land, and has 
splendid farm buildings. Mr, Lund was 
married January 1, 1875, to Anna Anderson, 
and they have had seven children, all of 
whom are living, as follows—Charley A., 
born March 5, 1876; Alma IL., born Novem- 
29, 1877; Levi V., born January 23, 
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1880; Mimmie V., born May 5, 1882; Edward . 


E., born November 12, 1885; Oscar T., born 
September 27, 1885, and Amanda Y., born 
danuary 27, 1888. The family are members 
of the Swedish Lutheran Church. 

The parents of Mr. Lund were natives of 
Sweden. They came to America a number 
of years ago, and are now residents of 
Meeker county. 


} OHN H. REMICK, one of the prominent 
‘Jy residents of the village of Dassel, and a 
leading pioneer of the county of MeLe«d, 
was born in Painesville, Ohio, August 26, 
1830. His father died when he was quite 
young, and the family was broken up, and 
for a time he was an inmate of the household 
of his grandfather. When about thirteen he 
commenced life by hiring out at whatever he 
could find to do, and at sixteen began to 
learn the blacksmith’s trade. In the spring 
of 1863 he determined to seek a new home 
in the growing West and carve out his own 
fortune, and came to Minnesota and settled 
at Hutchinson, McLeod county, in May of 
that year. Returning to Ohio thenext fall, 
he, in company with S. A. Bunting, pw- 
chased a drove of fifteen horses, which were 
shipped by boat to Milwaukee, from which 
port they drove to this country, selling what 
they could on the way. Closing out the 
balance on his arrival at Hutchinson, he 
returned to the “ Buckeye State” for his 
family, and returned the same fall and 
took up a homestead of 160 acres of land 
on section 20, Hutchinson township, Mec- 
Leod county, and commenced its improve- 
ment. There he remained, quietly engaged 
in agricultural pursuits, until 1877, and by 
diligence and industry had increased his farm 
to 300 acres. Hesold this place and personal 
property, about 1579, for 84,700. In 1877 
he came to Dassel, this county, and com- 
menced running the Dassel Ilouse, and con- 
tinued to cater to the wants of the traveling 
public until 1882. During the summer of 
that year he engaged in his old trade of 
blacksmith, but on the Ist of January, 1883, 
went into the saloon business in the villaye. 
with J. S. Larson. The February follow- 
ing their place was destroyed by fire, with a 
loss of $2,500, only part of which was insured. 
In company with J. S. Larson and Willian 
Gallagher, he then commenced the erection 
of a new hotel, the new Dassel Ilouse, the 
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old one having been burned. On the com- 
pletion of this hotel, which is of brick and 
cost some $4,500, he again opened a saloon, 
and remained in that business until 1886, 
when he closed it out, and since that time 
has given his attention to the cultivation of 
a farm which he bought in 1881. This con- 
tains some forty acres, and adjoins the town 
site. Ile is also engaged in the letting of 
livery rigs. 

Among the leading prohibitionists of the 
county, there is none who is better known 
than Mr. Remick, who, being thoroughly 
acquainted with the traflic in liquor, knows 
its evil, and is quite active in the movement 
looking to its suppression. 


(“XX HRISTIAN BADEN. Among the 
ey thrifty, prosperous German citizens of 


Meeker county, who helped so materially 
toward its development and progress, until 
it now stands one of the brightest jewels in 
the crown of the noble State of Minnesota, 
is the worthy gentleman whose name heads 
this sketch. He was born in that part of 
the German empire known as Trier, June 18, 
1839, and there grew to manhood. Heis the 
son of John and Mary Baden, who had a 
family of five children. 

Our -subject received the education so 
common to the youth of the fatherland, and 
at the age of sixteen commenced an appren- 
ticeship to the trade of blacksmith. He 
came to the United States in search of a 
home in this free land, in 1867, and located 
at Belle Plaine, Scott county, Minn., where he 
opened a blacksmith shop and followed his 
trade for one year. In 1868 he came to this 
county and bought out the interest of Albert 
Taylor, in the blacksmith shop in Forest 
City, and has been engaged at this trade ever 
since. He is also the owner of a fine farm of 
250 acres of land in the sane township, part 
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of which he leases to other parties and part 
cultivates himself. His success since he 
came here is entirely due to his energy, per- 
severance and thrift, as he is the sole archi- 
tect of his own fortunes. 

Mr. Baden was married before leaving his 
native land, April 14, 1865, to Miss Mary 
Schmidt, who was the daughter of Michael 
and Susan Schmidt, and one of a family of 
eight children. On the 4th of May, Mrs. 
Baden, who was a devout Catholic and 
an estimable woman, was called away 
by death, leaving ten children—William, 
Nicholas, Frank, John, Joseph, Susan, Cath- 
erine, Anna, Rosaand Mary. Susan married 
Eugene Schuler, March 2, 1886, and lives in 
Dakota. 
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ARRISON FULLER, one of the old set- 
“A tlers of Collinwood township, has his 
home on section +. Ile is anative of Russell 
county, Va., and there made his residence 
until he was ten years of age, then emigrated: 
to Tazwell county, settling in what after- 
ward became a part of Buchanan county. 
Most of this time was spent on a farm with 
his parents. In 1862 he was conscripted into 
the Confederate army, and served soine eigh- 
teen months. JLaving been made lieutenant, 
and detailed for recruiting service, he «ab- 
sented himself withoutlJeave, and passing the 
lines, came to Minnesota. He arrived at 
Hutchinson, MeLeod county, May 14, 1st, 
and spent the summer in digging ginseng, 
and the next winter in huntingand trapping. 
The following year he moved to the place 
where he now lives, but did little toward 
its improvement for some three years. The 
hard frost of August 19, 1566, destroying the 
little crops he and the other settlers had in, 
he had considerable difficulty ino getting 
alone, so, with others, he went to Wright 
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county and chopped wood all the following 
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winter. Many of his neighbors were sadly 
pinched with hunger at that time. One day 
he walked to Kingston for provisions, but 
failed to get them, and on returning, found 
that the family had eaten up everything in 
the house, and he was forced to go supper- 
less to bed. The next day he was more 
fortunate, getting some flour at Greenleaf. 
Most of the settlers lived through the winter 
on what game they could kill,and in the 
spring on ramps or leeks, elm bark and other 
herbage. One family, to his knowledge, 
lived on game, ramps or leeks, and herbage 
that winter and spring. In 1873, after an 
absence of a year in Virginia, he com- 
menced to develop his farm properly, and by 
diligence has succeeded in accumulating a 
nice property. He was inarried March 7 'f 
1861, to Miss Smyth, who was born in Taze- 
well county, Va., April 26, 1845, and is the 
daughter of Samuel M. and Mary (Justice) 
Smyth, natives of Kentucky. By this union 


‘there has been ten children, as follows—Ash- 


ville, born November 7, 1862, and married, 
March 27, 1884, to Mrs. Clarinda (Goble) 
West; Mary F., born September 29, 1865, 
married Solomon Scalf in January, 1583; 
Pricy J., born May 19, 1868, married, March 
7,1885,to Armstrong Sellard; E lijah S., born 
oe 15, L811: James A., born Mareh 20, 

873; Roxel ena, born May D4, 1875.2 [ds A, 
si May 26, 1877; Vashti, be May 9, 
1880 ; Lucretia, born November 5, 1882 ; and 
Macgie, born June 30, 1886. 
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L<)ATRICK McCKARNEY, an ex-Union 
> soldier, and a prominent and success- 


ful farmer and stock raiser, residing on see- 
tion 8, Manannah township, was born in 
County Monaghan, Ireland, in 1852, and is 
a son of Patrick and Catherine (Brady) Me- 
Karney. Ilis early life was spent in the 
landof his birth, receiving the schooling in 
industry and frugality which was given to 


MEEKER COUNTY, MINNESOTA. 


the youth of his nationality in that day. 
In 1849 he came to the United States, land- 
ing-in.- New Orleans, where he remained 
about one month and then went to St. Louis, 
Mo. Two months later he went to Rock 
Island, Ill., and spent the winter, and after 
this was employed on the Mississippi river, 
at whatever he could find to do, until the 
15th of August, 1862, when he enlisted in 
Jompany DB, Ninetieth Illinois Volunteer 
Infantry, and went into the service. Ilis 
regiment was assigned to severe duty, and 
he remained in active service until the close 
of the war, receiving an honorable discharge 
on the 6th of June, 1865. After leaving the 
service he came to Minnesota, and settled in 
Dakota county, where he remained until the 
following April, 1866, and then came to 
Meeker county, and settled on section 8, 
Manannah township, where he still lives. 
He has a farm of 150 acres of land, a good 
share of which is under cultivation, and 
devotes his attention to general farming and 
stock raising. 

Mr. McKarney was married on the 4th of 
April, 1869, to Miss Mary O’Keeffe, and they 
have been blessed with the following chil- 
dren—Charlotte, born July 15, 1870; Cathe- 
rine, Bis May 26, 1872; James, born Janu- 
ary 8, 1874; Peter, born May 16, 1876; and 
aretha hate January 16, 1878; a of whom 
are still living. 

Mrs. MecKarney’s parents were natives of 
Ireland. They came to America, and both 
died in Meeker county. Mr. McKarney is a 
republican in political matters, and in religi- 
ous affairs both he and his wife are ex- 
emplary members and active supporters of 
the Catholic Church. 
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wi RANK W. MINTON, the 
tL. genial proprietor of the Howard 
Ilouse, at Litchfield, is the son of William 


L. and Louisa C. (ull) Minton, and was 


present 
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born in Brocton, Chautauqua county, N. Y., 
May 7, 1854. Tis mother was a descendant 
of one of the pioneer families of the 
Mohawk Valley. 

Frank remained in his native town until he 
was fifteen years of age, and then came to 
Rice county, Minn., where he lived with an 
uncle fora time. Ie removed from there to 
Chicago, whither his parents had gone, and 
entering the office of the Pullman Palace 
Jar Co., remained there employed for seven 
years. Taking charge of a palace car run- 
ning between St. Louis and Minneapolis at 
the end of that time, he continued in that 
species of employment for two years anda 
half, but his health having become somewhat 
impaired he left the road. He entered the 
law office of Perkins & Whipple, of North- 
field, Minn., where he remained some eigh- 
teen months. Ie then went on the road as 
traveling salesman for the Champion Reaper 
Co., and was with that corporation for the 
succeeding two years, after which he came 
to Litchfield, and assumed the charge of the 
Howard House, as landlord, May 1, 1884. 

rank W. Minton and Miss Mattie Knight 
were united in the bonds of marriage, May 
20, 1884. The lady isa native of Canada, 
but at the time of her marriage a resident of 
Meeker county. 


>) OBERT B. RALSTON. The subject 
SN of -this biography, one of Meeker 
county’s most prominent and wealthy farm- 
ers and stock-raisers, is a resident of section 
14, Harvey township. Ile was born in the 
Province of Quebec, Canada East, on the 
28th day of August, 1826, and is a son of 
Andrew and Jane Ralston. Wis parents 
were natives of Scotland, but both died in 
Canada; the father January 10, 1888, and the 
mother August 21, 1854. 

Robert B. left his native province in April, 
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1849, and went to Waterbury, Vt., where he 
secured employinent on the Vermont Central 
railroad, and remained until the latter part 
of the following December, when he returned 
to Canada and remained until the spring of 
1850. At that time he went to St. Johns- 
bury, Vt., where he drovea team on railroad 
work, and in August, 1850, went to Cam- 
bridge, N. Y., and worked about there until 
the following summer of 1851. Ile next 
spent a few months at Bedford, Ind., and 
then went to Cincinnati, O., where he re- 
mained for four years; being employed at 
teaming most of the time; after that was at 
work on the Cincinnati & St. Louis railroad. 
In 1855 he went still further west, and spent 
one winter at Oskaloosa, Iowa, and then set- 
tled at Minneapolis, Minn. That place, which 
was thena mere village, remained his home 
until the fall of 1861, although, during this 
time, in 1859, he had come west to Meeker 
county and purchased the southwest quarter 
of section 11, in what is now Harvey town- 
ship. In that fall he came here and put in his 
time in caring for a few calves which he had 
purchased, and also did a good deal of trap- 
ping in various parts of this county. He was 
living here when the Indian outbreak oc- 
curred. He heard the news of the massacre 
at- Acton on Sunday evening, while with his 
brother John. They at once went to mould- 
ing bullets and getting their guns in shape, 
after which they went to bed, and the follow- 
ing morning continued their harvesting. At 
noon they went to Forest City, and learned 
the serious condition of affairs. They then 
returned to look for a neighbor, Hutchins, 
and his wife, and met them, and also Joachin 
Schultz, so all turned and went to Forest 
City. There they remained all through the 
Indian tronble. The following spring Mr. 
talston returned to his claim and put in his 
crops, and while at work could distinctly see 
the soldiers on patrol between his place and 
Forest City. This has since been his home. 
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He has one of the most valuable farms in the 
coanty, and carries on general farming and 
stock-raising extensively. 

On the 11th of June, 1867, Mr. Ralston was 
married to Miss Melissa Pickle, and their 
union has been blessed with three children, as 
follows—Marcia, born August 22,1868; Elsie 
V., born November 4, 1872; Arthur D., 
korn April 138, 1882, all of whom are still 
living. Mr. and Mrs. Ralston attend, and 
Mrs. R. is a member of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church. Mrs. Ralston’s parents are still 
living in Canada; her father isa native of 
Canada, and her mother a native of Ver- 
mont. 

In political matters Mr. Ralston affiliates 
with the democratic party. He has taken 
an active interest in everything calculated to 
develop the county’s resources, and is rated 
as one of the most solid and substantial citi- 
zens of Meeker county. 


ILLIAM MURPHY, a member of the 

Vis firm of Murphy Bros., general mer- 
chandise dealers at the village of Kingston, 
commenced business here in January, “1886, 
in company with T. Owen, with whom he 
remained in partnership until the Ist of Janu- 
ary, 1888, when Mr. Owen sold out to T. J. 
Murphy, the brother of our subject, and the 
present firm was formed. 

Mr. Murphy is a native of Rutland county, 
Vt., born November 3, 1860, and came to 
Minnesota with his parents in’ May, 1862, 
He is a son of Michael and Catherine (Clif- 
ford) Murphy, a history of whom is given 
elsewhere inthis ALnum. Te was reared and 
received the elements of his education in the 
district schools of Meeker county, and finished 
with a thorough course at the University, at 
St. John’s, Minn., from which he was gradu- 
ated in 1882. He taught the Kingston 
villuge school the winter term of 1883-4, and 


later settled in. the village and entered upon 
his present enterprise, which is the only store 
therein. He has held the office of justice of 
the peace for two years, and that of clerk of 
the township for quite a time. He was ap- 
pointed postmaster in September, 1886, which 
position he holds at present. Mr. Murphy 
and Miss Ellen Whalen were married Feb- 
ruary 20, 1887. The lady is a native of 
Meeker county and daughter of John Wha- 
len, one of the oldest pioneers whose sketch 
is to be found in the pages of this volume. 


AMES McCUE, blacksmith, at Greenleaf 
Jy Village, Meeker county, is a native of 
Ireland, born on the 10th of May, 1837 

When he was but one year old, his parents, 
Timothy and Margaret McCue, emigrated to 
the United States and settled near Buffalo, 
N.-Y. Mays. McCue died soon afterward, and 
when James was ten years of age he was 
placed in a store at Hamilton, Ontario, where 
he remained until he reached his seventeenth 
year, at which time he was apprenticed to a 
blacksmith near Hamilton. Three years 
later, in 1857, he came to Minnesota, and 
located in Northfield, Rice county. In the 
fall of 1858 he went to California, where he 
remained about four years, engaged at mining 
and blacksmithing. Then, leaving there, he 
spent two or three years in Nevada and 
Montana, during the great mining excite- 
ment, and at the expiration of that time he 
returned to the States. After a trip to South- 
ern Kansas, he returned to Minnesota and 
settled in Renville county. In 1877 he left his 
family at JLutchinson and went to the Black 
Hills, D. T. After making several trips 
home, he finally, in 1879, returned to Ren- 
ville county, and continued to live there until 
1884, when he came to the village of Green- 
leaf, and established his present business. 
seine thoroughly skilled at his trade, he com- 
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mands a good patronage. In 1886 he made 
a trip to Huntsville, Ala., but returned with- 
out giving the matter of locating there much 
thought. 

Mr. McCue was married at the village of 
Greenleaf in 18738, to Miss Mary Kaler, a 
daughter of Christian and Alinira Wales of 
Greenleaf township. Six children have been 
the fruit of this union, as follows —John E., 
born March 20, 1875; Stella A., born Apr i 
91 BI7S Alford O., born ees Dis Lai ou 
Effie May, born Marcio 29, 1881); are 
Myra, born March 18, 1883; Annie Ethel, 
born Mail 19, 1885. 


att LSD ap 


7\ ICHAEL F. LENHARDT, a respected 
els and enterprising farmer, who re- 
sides on section 1, Litchfield, was born in 
Saxon-Meiningen, aceon on the 30th of 
October, 1827, and is a son of Michael and 
Margaret Lenhardt. He remained with his 
parents in his native land until 1853, when 
he came to America, landing in New Orleans 
shortly after the great yellow-fever scourge 
had abated. THe located in St. Louis and re- 
mained there for two years, then went to 
Kansas, but, not being favorably impressed 
with the outlook there, he returned to St. 
Louis, and, the following year (1856), he 
came to Meeker county, Minn., and. took a 
claim on section 11, Litelifield township, 
where the village of Litchfield now stands. 
The following year he gave up that place 
and took a claim on section 1, in the same 
township, where he still lives. In 1859 
he was married to Rebecca Louhan, a 
native of Kentucky, and two children were 
born to them, one of whom is deceased, 
and the other—Minne—is the wife of 
Frank Maetzold, of Litchfield. In 1863 Mrs. 
Lenhardt, the wife,and youngest child, died. 
In 1872 Mr. Lenhardt made a visit to his na- 
tive land, and while there was united in mar- 


riage with Margaret Peipus, a daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. John Peipus. Four children 
were the result of this union —Ricke (de- 
ceased), Anna, August, and Bertha. 

At the time of the Indian outbreak, in 
1862, Mr. Lenhardt was operating his farm 
in a quiet way. He did not become much 
alarmed at first, but soon felt the gravity of 
the situation, and, on Wednesday following 
the massacre at Acton, he started with his 
family for Clearwater. The road en rote 
was literally alive with people and stock, and 
the woods were full of panie-strieken beings. 
After remaining in Clearwater a short time, 
he concluded the matter was more a scare 
than anything else, and went back to his 
farm. He was not long in discovering, 
however, that the people were not terrorized 
without cause, and, therefore, took his fam- 
ily to Forest City for safety, arriving there 
just before the Indians madethe attack on 
the fort. After spending about one month 
at Forest City, Mr. Lenhardt went back to his 
farm for the winter, and the following vear 
put in his crops and has since made that his 
home. He devotes his entire attention to 
farming and stock-raising, and has a most 
pleasantly situated and comfortable home. 
He is one of the most highly respected old 
settlers and substantial citizens of the county. 


ANS M. AKESSON, a resident of Swede 

Grove township, isa son of, Mons and 
Siselia Akesson. He was born in Sweden on 
the Sth of March, 1856, and remained in his 
native land until 1881, when he ecame'to the 
United States, and, after spending two months 
in Wisconsin, pushed on westward and located 
in Swede Grove township, Meeker county, 
Minn. On the 24th of November, I>>- 
he was married to Miss Anna Olena Erickson 
the only daughter of Gertram and Martha 
Erickson. The father of Anna died in Aimer: 
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ica, and the mother, Martha, came to the 
United States in 1857, and in 1860 was mar- 
ried to Christian Erickson, who died on the 
26th of March, 1882. Mrs. Erickson had two 
children — Halvor Michelson, who was born 
February 11, 1846, who lives on section 32, 
Swede Grove township, and Anna Olena, now 
Mrs. Hans Akesson, who was born March 18, 
1864. Hans M. Akesson and his family live 
with his wife’s mother and cultivate the farm. 
Mrs. Erickson is an old settler in the town- 
ship and was here all through the “ pioneer 
days.” When the Indian trouble began she 
fled for her life with the others who were 
living here at that time. She fled in the 
night for Forest City for protection, and at 
one time came very near losing her life, when 
Indian bullets were flying as thick as_ hail. 
As a full history of those Indian times is 
given in another chapter of this work it is 
unnecessary to repeat it here. 

Mr. and Mrs. Akesson have been blessed 
with three children, whose names and 
ages are as follows— Martin Clarence, born 
May 6, 1883 ; Gotfried Casper, born Novem- 
ber 29, 1884; and Helmer Eugene, who was 
born on the dth of November, 1886. 


A ed Sk 


NOTHER PIONEER of Meeker county 
is Fk, V. DrCosrrr, ex-judge of pro- 
bate, and one of Litchtield’s most prominent 
merchants. Mr. DeCoster was born in Buek- 
field, Me., on the 19th of November, 1838. 
His parents were Varanes and Louisa 
(Thompson) DeCoster, both natives of the 
sae State. IF. V. remained at home until 
seventeen, working on a farm and attending 
school and at fifteen began teaching school. 
When seventeen he weut to the city of Bos- 
ton and worked in a store for about a year, 
when he started west and brought up at 
Dunkirk, N. Y. A short time later he pushed 
on West to St. Anthony, Minn., and remained 
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there until the spring of 1858, when he located 
in the village of Kingston, Meeker county, 
and was there engaged in carpentering, teach- 
ing and in carrying on the fur trade, remain- 
ing at this most of the time until the war 
broke out. He thus became personally ac- 
quainted with the famous Little Crow, the 
head of the massacre movement in 1862, and 
also with the chief Shakopee, buying fur 
and venison at various times of both these 
notables. In 1859-60 Mr. DeCoster left 
Kingston for a trip through the south, going 
to St. Louis, then to Cincinnati, and then 
Natchez, Miss., where he had charge of the 
boats on the levee for a time. From there 
he went to New Orleans; then Mobile; and 
then to Montgomery, Ala., on the same boat 
that carried a lot of Southern planters who 
were on their way to attend a secession con- 
vention. After spending a short time at 
Savannah, Ga., Mr. DeCoster, returned to the 
North, and finally drifted to his old home in 
3uckfield, Maine, where he remained some 
two weeks, and then returned to Kingston, 
Minn. Shortly after the war broke out, on 
the 25th of September, 1861, he enlisted in 
Company D, Fourth Minnesota Volunteer 
Infantry, and went to Fort Abercrombie. In 
the spring of 1862, his company was assigned 
tothe Army ofthe West in Tennessee. On the 
Ist of January, 1863, he was made orderly 
sergeant of Company A, First Battalion Cay- 
alry, Mississippi Marine Brigade, and on the 
Sth of July, in the same vear, he was placed 
in command of Company D, as Captain and 
served until August 29, 1864. The business 
of the brigade was to keep the Mississippi 
river clear of Rebel forces who fired on 
transports, one of the most dangerous assign- 
ments in the service. The full brigade was 
earried on boats, and consisted of eight ma- 
rine fleet boats, with five rams, one regi- 


| ment of infantry, battalion of cavalry and 


battery besides the rams. During this time 
Mr. DeCoster had two horses shot from un- 


4 


eed poten a) awe oift ai 

. Pio nilyanys iets enw Late 
avr only tite arti 4. 0 Sec aid? ic oH 
-an yifenor rine amined waty oli Si sited 


6 WA ABEL. disogirt vy iLypw hootunisanyy | 
lid SUEb ti dnentovoid oteeson 3111 to bed 


3 Spee bre gai | 


iy 


Ht yh “a wpe ioe et Jolly edt te tela) 


seo ied 16 asi? ator ja cosiney ban 
Ja} (ene el AN WHET yl .2cldaton 
sen ine odd slgoren{t ini a 10% do tent 
id bo eho) Of nod ainal 32 ot 
odd Waele bat on over'te edit xoloaw% 
mene rove” ind 20s) vores! gold ro ateod 


Tames eiceil pot rence wat orinee ad: 


ao ame A no shh cmaanvuinal’ oF anil 
otniaoiniay wialtyod tojor x boty tm 
HOU HGi-qnese n lvisitin os raed tad uo aw 
“Ja shit, trade i seats (2 YON aside, 


wis ghierivin sstay etl alt ony) Horror 


eno Plo alos holds iloh bin hot 
Gio? Dror: nit’ ail aod ite bloftstowtt 
; Mosenny rt ug hywiullot wads fistar adson Ons 
fo 4nd taw eilivedia yiseds cod 
ii lteilio ad peal OTR Ie fo udiag > oul? 
moindioy worl diel £0 yemgmiuD 
WM sina A sobs daod bas petianlal 
aries. civ rengaioo aid Shey to pabige wild 
sitet) svessmiel cites A oii to tink adpay 
thay Shin env: on Sel , ‘wii, lo Jel 
Ve montsstne, lent A gina le phere 
oh ao how hiryh ch oni, ipateetea lt jpale 
aout; ann ok ties panels nb iT Tor afi | 


wana ult 8et wSonegah Tad fvton 


pA old anal oF avw sbiyiul old Fo 
fi fea a eet (ndoth Yo toto soy 


ssiarss avert nzitnds tran ait Lo ont AY rcapaeieee 


= wd lin} oft shrew onl) at omer la 
ARE woken ca piboon satan 3 
eae 


aio pahihdda’ rit ibticn itiond 


a 


h 
itig nimigs) 20,11 eee) le hentia Wi | 


wit . 2 5 we 


ott pee 
Se [ta 


uaalor wath 40d» 
Had eas dowdy 


ab esti "2 ni 
a il deow 


Fawiuld aoad wea 
linn adit 4 as 
evfigel cporiglon 
sno Z widdl ae 

hy etfer’ fey 


ees nittor: dnbante 198 
es ee ae Oe he 
Pyshaipher $ rn iriele 1 ee ~ 
Liked Ml. he oie 
bey cet in dew 


ae} { > Tm Dray Ly ta 


; Pere 


ee ee 
Mi ae - i ae 
Ai : 


ae 


_ 


der him, and in one engagement when they 
were surprised by 800 of the enemy in the 
sanebrake the company had seventy horses 
shot out of 170. The night previous to this 
action they learned that the boat “ Bostona” 
had been burned by the Rebels at Austin, 
Miss. The brigade was then 100 miles off 
but they started in haste and arrived at that 
point at four o’clock the following morning. 
Mr. DeCoster was ordered to take ten men 
and go into the country in search of the 
Rebels. When four miles out they came in 
sight of five of the Rebels and captured them. 
When about to return to the command the 
major of the brigade came up and they were 
ordered to push on, which they did, and when 
they had proceeded but a short distance they 
were met by the 800 rebels, and all hands of 
the Union men came near losing their lives. 
It is worthy of mention that their flag-ship, 
The Autocrat, was the second one at Vicks- 
burg. Mr. DeCoster continued in service on 
the river, participating in numerous engage- 
ments, until the 27th of August, 1864, when 
he was mustered out, being made super- 


numerary by the consolidation of the 
brigade. After the close of the war he 
remained at St. Louis for some four 


months and then returned to Minnesota and 
engaged in the general mercantile trade at 
Kingston. This he conducted until 1868 
when he sold out and became interested ina 
flouring mill and remained in that until the 
spring of 1871, being justice of the peace 
most of the time and otherwise taking a 
prominent and active interest in public af- 
fairs. In the spring of 1871 he removed to 
Litchfield and again embarked in the general 
merchandise trade. This he continued until 
about 1879, when he changed his line and 
handled musical instruments, sewing ma- 
chines and notions. In 1887 he went into 
the jewelry business and now handles a line 
which includes jewelry, musical instruments, 
etc. In 1872 he was elected judge of pro- 
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bate and served one term, and since that time 
has been court commissioner most of the 
time. Ile has also taken an active interest 
in educational matters and has held various 
offices on the school board. He has also been 
a member of the council and taken an active 
interest in all public matters at Litchfield. 
Mr. DeCoster is a member of the Masonic 
fraternity, having joined the Golden Fleece 
Lodge, No. 89, when it waslocated at Forest 
City, and has always maintained his mem- 
bership. He is also a member of the Grand 
Army of the Republic, and was one of the 
charter members of the first post organized 
at Litchfield, and joined the present post soon 
after it was organized, and is identified with 
the “Survivors of the Mississippi River Ram 
Fleet and Marine Brigade.” He is a mem- 
ber of the dramatic association, and was its 
manager for some two years. 

Mr. DeCoster was married in the spring of 
1871 to Miss Mary E. Campbell, of North 
Manchester, Conn. They have one child— 
Esther L., who was born on the 4th of Janu- 
ary, 1875. The family are members of the 
Presbyterian Church, and Mr. DeCoster has 
been superintendent of the Sunday-school of 
that church constantly since 1871. 
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OHN MCINTEE, at present a resident of 
“$$ section 8, Manannah. township, and a 
leading citizen of that neighborhood, was 
born in Ontario, Canada, on the 15th of 
August, 1852, and isa son of Nicholas and 
Margaret (Clark) McIntee. Jlis early life 
was spent in his native Dominion, but in 
1878 he came to Mecker county, Minn!, and 
settled in Manannah township, where he still 
lives. Ie has a farm of 160 aeres, with a 
good share of it under cultivation, and 
devotes his attention to general farming and 
stock raisine. Ife has been very successful 
and through his frugality and industry Is 
now in very comfortable circumstances. 
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Mr. MeIntee was married on the Ist of 
June, 1880, to Mary A. Stewart, and their 
marriage has been blessed with three chil- 
dren, named—William J., Mary,and Marga- 
ret, all of whom are living and at home. 
The family are members of the Catholic 
Church. In political matters Mr. McIntee’s 
principles are independent of party, and he 
votes for the man rather than for creed. 

Mr. MecIntee’s parents were born in Ire- 
land, and both of them died in Canada. The 
father of Mrs. McIntee was a native of Scot- 
land, and died in Canada; her mother was a 
native of Jreland, and now lives in Meeker 
county. 
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ENRY J. BOYNTON, an energetic 

and prosperous farmer and_ stock- 
raiser of Forest City township, lives upon 
section 16, where he settled in 1865. He 1s 
engaged, to a large extent, in the raising 
of cattle, and for a man of his years is 
extremely active and business like, for he 
was born May 18, 1820. — Lincolnville, 
Penobscot county, Maine, was the home of 
his parents, Jeremiah and Sarah (Higgins) 
doynton, at the time of his birth. His father 
was born in Kennebec county, that State, 
and his mother at Lincolnville. The former 
died in 1876, the latter in 1868. 

The subject of this narrative was reared 
in his native State, and until he was eleven 
years of age, attended school at Bradley, 
Penobscot county. At the age of thirteen 
he commenced life, lumbering upon the rivers 
of Maine, and followed that business until 
he had reached the age of forty-five years. 
With a view to change his mode of life he 
then westward and in 
Meeker county, where he has since made _ his 
home. He has been connected with several 
of the town oflices since his coming here, 
and merits and receives the warmest esteem 
and respect of all who know him. 
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Upon the 9th of August, 1841, Mr. Boyn- 
ton and Miss Ruth Eaton, pledged their 
mutual vows at the marriage altar. The 
lady is a native of Nova Scotia, and daugh- 
terof Guy and Lydia (Rockwell) Eaton, 
natives of Nova Scotia, who had moved to 
the above province some time before the 
birth of their daughter. By this union Mr. 
and Mrs. Boynton have a family of nine 
children, as follows: Mary Ann, wife of 
Andrew Gilchrist; Albert, in Minneapolis ; 
Lewyn, who married Miss Lizzie Abbott, and 
is living in Eden Valley ; Louisa, Mrs. Wm. 
Peters; Charles; Eldora, the wife of Rollin 
Thorp, of Wright .county; Lizzie, who 
married Rey. L. L. Tower, and is living at 
Princeton, this State; Alonzo, residing at 
home; and Effie, Mrs. D. Lounsberry, of Man- 
annah township. 

Mr. Boynton is a life-long democrat, cast- 
ing his first vote for the candidate of that 
party in 1841. He and his family are mem- 
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and 
he has occupied the position of steward and 
class leader in that denomination for some 
time, and was quite prominently identified 
with the building up of the congregation at 
Forest City. 


CY OF THE enterprising farmers of 

Kingston township is H. V. Rumsry, 
who lives on section 8, township 120, range 
29 west, where he also carries on stock rais- - 
ing. He isa native of Cortland county, N. 
Y., born April 27, 1848, and is the son of 
L. H. and Mary A. (Vincent) Rumsey, who 
came to Minnesota, in 1868, from Wisconsin, 
where they had been living for years, and 
settled in Kingston, where they still live. 
Our subject was one of two children born to 
his parents, his sister being the wife of 
Nelson Turner, of whom a sketch is given 
elsewhere in this ALbum. 
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The subject of this memoir spent his 
school days in Fond du Lac county, Wis., and, 
until attaining his majority, assisted his 
father in the labor of carrying on the farm. 
IIe came with the family to this county, 
and, after coming of age, engaged in agri- 
cultural pursuits upon his own account, tak- 
ing up a homestead, where he now lives, and 
to which he has added until he now owns 
180 acres of fine Jand. He was married, 
New Year’s day, 1873, to Miss Anna M. 
Kline, a native of Michigan, born in Flint, 
Genesee county, October 18, 1849, and 
daughter of James A. and Ann (Shimin) 
Kline. She was reared and educated in 
Winnebago county, Ill., whither her parents 
had moved at an early day, and came to this 
county with the family. A biography of 
her father appears in the pages of this 
volume. 

By their union Mr. and Mrs. Rumsey are 
the parents of one child—Elton K., born 
October 26,1878. Mr. Rumsey is a democrat 
in his political views, and usually supports 
the candidates and measures of that organ- 
ization. Te is the present treasurer of school 
district No. 74. and has held that office since 
it was organized. 


EEO nm 

é OHN HURLEY, one of the pioneers of 
sJ Meeker county, and one of its repre- 
sentative men, is a resident of Ellsworth 
township, and is engaged in carrying on his 
farm on section 8. Jle came here in 1858, 
and took up his claim where he now lives, 
and there remained until the Indian troubles 
of 1862. During those fearful, tragic 
days he left here and went to Fremont and 
Clearwater, and from thence back to Kings- 
ton, and from there, finally, to what Is now 
Darwin, where he remained some two years. 
He then returned to his farm, where he has 
ever since made his home. 
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claim consisted of some 160 acres, but he now 
has nearly double that number of acres, and 
his farm is brought to a high state of culti- 
ration. 

Mr. Hurley is a native of that “bright 
gem of the sea,” Jreland, born in County 
Cork in the year 1825, and is the son of 
Dennis and Mary (Driscoll) Hurley, both of 
whom were, also, natives of the Emerald 
Isle. Dennis Hurley died in his native land 
in 1847, and his widow came to the United 
States in 1864 or 1865, and after a stay in 
New York and Pittsburg, came to Minne- 
apolis, and from thence to this county, where 
she died September 29, 1872. They were 
the parents of seven children, one of whom 
died in infancy. 

Mr. Hurley, of whom we write, was united 
in marriage in February, 1854, with Miss El- 
len White, who was born in Ireland in May, 
1819, and who came to America with her 
parents in 1844, and settled in Pittsburg, 
Pa. She died in March, 1887, having been 
the mother of four children—Mary, Ellen, 
Ann and John. Mary died in Pennsyl- 
yania in 1857, at the age of two years ; Jolin 
died October 15, 1887, of typhoid fever, the 
others are at home with their father. 

In his political views Mr. Hurley is entirely 
independent of party lines, and non-partisan 
in the discharge of his elective franchise. 
We has held the office of director of his 
school district, and takes great interest in all 
educational work. As a progressive, enter- 
prising man he is the peer of any in the 
town. 
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“WS RICK W. NELSON, a young and enter- 
(ey prising farmer of Dassel township, is 
also engaged, in company with N. J. Lind, 
in carrying on the saloon business in the 
village of that name. He is a native of 


His original |} Sweden, born among its beautiful scenes 
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October 14, 1856, and is the son of Peter 
and Mary Nelson. He came to America, 
when but twelve vears of age, in company 
with his parents, who took up railroad land 
and settled on section 35, Dassel township, 
in 1868, where the father of our subject made 
his home until overtaken by death in 1883, 

Erick remained with his parents upon the 
family homestead until their death, and 
then came to the village, of Dassel, and was 
employed as a clerk in a store until May, 
1886, when he embarked in the saloon busi- 
ness, as above mentioned. He is carrying 
on a farm of sixty acres, a portion of ita 
parental estate, and has made quite a success 
in life for a young man. Self-reliant, with- 
out obstrasiveness, and straight forward in 
his dealings, he is bound to succeed in life, 
and his business tact will insure his finan- 
cial elevation. 


OHN PETERSON, better known as BD, 
W. Peterson, one of the leading farmers 
of Collinwood township, and one of its most 
enterprising citizens, is a native of Sweden, 
born October 18, 1825, and is the son of 
Peter Johnson and his wife, Jennie (Matson) 
Johnson. He was reared and educated in 
his native land, and was an inmate of his 
father’s house until he had attained the age 
of thirty-eight. December 25, 1850, he was 
united in marriage with Miss Mary Olson, 
and for three years thereafter made his home 
with the old folks. Purchasingea timber 
farm, he then took up his residence upon it, 
and made it his home until 1867, clearing off 
the timber and cultivating its soil, when he 
sold out and emigrated to the new world 
search of a home in the land of the free. 
Coming to Minnesota on landing, he at first 
settled in Carver county, but two vears after 
removed to this county and purchased eighty 
acres of land on section 36, Collinwood town- 
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ship, where he now lives. All of the im- 
provements upon his place are the result of 
his own energy and diligence, and are a 
credit to his industry. 

Mr. and Mrs. Peterson are the parents of 
six children, of whom the following is the 
record—Jennie, born March 17, 1852, mar- 
ried Paul Anderson, and lives in Wright 
county; Olof, born January 24, 1860, mar- 
ried Miss Betsy Larsen, and resides in this 
township; Martha, born August 24, 1854, 
and is the wife of B. N. Peterson, of Cokato, 
this State; John, born September 6, pth 
Peter, who was born in 1857 and died i 
1859; and Peter, born in 1865 and died 
1877. Although a poor man when he came 
here, Mr. Peterson has, by the exercise of 
excellent judgment and hard work, placed 
himself in a condition of comparative comfort. 
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[7\ NDREW LARSON, who resides on sec- 

@\ tion 16, Litchfield township, is one of 
the most extensive farmers and stock-raisers 
in Mecker county. He was born in Sweden 
on the 31st of October, 1848, but left his 
native land with his parents, John and Celia 
Larson, and came to America in 1857. The 
family came direct to Meeker county, Minn., 
and settled on section 9, Litchfield township. 
Andrew remained with his parents about one 
year thereafter, and then voluntarily threw 
himself on his own resources, and began the 
strugele of life alone, working as a farm 
hand at small monthly wages. When the 
Indian outbreak came he was vet a mere 
boy, but entered into the contest for the pro- 
tection of life and property with the spirit of 
a veteran. On that fatal Sunday, August 
17, 186y, he was at a gathering of citizens ot 
the neighborhood at the old Ripley post- 
office, where they were discussing the matter 
of securing substitutes to go into the army, 
when the news came of the killing of five 
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persons at Acton. The next day he went 
over to the scene with the party raised for 
the rescue and protection of the people in 
that neighborhood. Andrew was detailed, 
along with Andrew Ingerman to go to lakes 
Lillian and Elizabeth and extend the alarm 
to the settlers thereabouts. At first the set- 
tlers were loth to believe the story, and were 
with difficulty induced to flee for their lives. 
Andrew remained with the garrison at Forest 
City until the 15th of September, when he 
was sworn into the State service with the 
rest of the original company. After return- 
ing from the campaign with this company he 
enlisted in Company C, Mounted Rangers 
of the United States service, for one year, 
and did duty on the frontier during the time, 
protecting settlers, and witnessed many evi- 
dences of Indian atrocity and brutality that 
were blood-curdling and heart-rending in the 
extreme, and also participated in several en- 
gagements with the red skins. In the fall 
of 1863 he was honorably discharged from 
this service, and in August, 1864, enlisted in 
Company B, Eleventh Minnesota Infantry, 
and remained in the service until the close of 
the war. The regiment was first assigned to 
the Second Army Corps, but was subse- 
quently ordered to Nashville to assist General 
Thomas in resisting Hood’s great Tennessee 
raid. The regiment was engaged in the bat- 
tle of Nashville, and afterward did patrol 
duty on the Nashville & Chattanooga rail- 
road. On the 26th of June, 1865, Mr. Larson 
was mustered out of service, and on return- 
ing home took an eighty-acre homestead and 
at once began improving it. 

In 1868 Andrew Larson was married to 
Anna Larson, daughter of Peter Larson, 
whose farm adjoined the homestead belong- 
ine to Andrew’s father. Anna Larson was 
born on the 6th of January, 1849. Their 
marriage has been blessed with four children, 
all of whom are living at home. Their 
names are Alice E., Edward A., Charlotte 
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M., and Harry J. Mr. Larson has taken a 
commendable interest in public matters, and 
has held various offices of a local character ; 
he has held the office of constable for about 
sixteen years, doing duty in some of the 
most trying times in the history of the 
county. His. industry and careful manage- 
ment have enabled him to acquire a good 
share of this world’s goods, and he is now 
well off. Heownsa farm of over a thousand 
acres, most of which is under cultivation. 


ELI 


ON. MICHAEL J. FLYNN. Among 
-f =the honored citizens of the village of 
Litchfield there are very few that hold the 
place in the esteem and respect of the com- 
munity to the degree that Mr. Flynn does. 
Closely connected with the business and 
social life of the place, an honored and rep- 
resentative pioneer citizen of Meeker county, 
and the talented and worthy recipient of leg- 
islative laurels bestowed by this people, he 
occupies a prominent place in its annals. —: 

Mr. Flynn is a native of Kane county, 
Ill., born August 15, 1840, and is the son of 
John and Ann (Lynch) Flynn, natives of 
Ireland. His parents came to America about 
1836, and were married at Chicago, Il. 
From there they moved to Kane county, 
Ill., where they resided many years. In 
1856, he came to Meeker county with his 
parents who settled in Forest City township. 
In 1859 the father died and Michael, although 
but nineteen years of age, took upon him- 
self the management of the farm and the 


support of the family, but being endowed 


with a strong will and excellent judgment, 
felt competent to grapple with the respousi- 
bilities of the situation. During the dread- 
ful days of the Indian massacre in 1862, he 
found his hands full in endeavoring to. pro- 
tect his. charge, and the stock, from the red 
fiends who were wasting the border with 
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tomahawk, rifleand torch. His home duties 
prevented his joining “ Whitcomb’s Irregu- 
lars,” but when the occasion offered he was 
not backward in volunteering to assist in 
helping those more exposed than themselves, 
and incurred many perils in the discharge of 
his duty. On one occasion, when out with a 
party who left the stockade at Forest City on 
one of their many errands of mercy, the little 
band was assaulted by a host of the ruthless, 
red-handed, murdering Sioux, and forced to 
flee fortheirlives. This was the famous expe- 
dition that was driven back by over 300 Indi- 
ans to the fortifications they had erected, 
with the loss of one horse and wagon that 


had stuck fast in the mud of a slough. In 
November, 1863, Mr. Flynn’s domestic 
arrangements permitting his absence, he 


enlisted in Company D, Second Minnesota 
Cavalry, and joined General § 
on the Missouri river, and participated with 
the regiment in all the engagements upon 
the frontier, the regiment having been 
assigned for that duty on account of being 
cavalry. He remained in the service until 
November or December, 1865, when, being 
honorably discharged, he returned to the 
farm, where he made his home, engaged in 
agricultural pursuits until 1870, when he 
came to Litchfield and took charge of the 
lumber yard belonging to Chauncey Butler. 
Three years he remained in that position, 
but in 1873 purchased the lumber yard of J. 
H. Morris, which he carried on alone until 
1874, when his brother Daniel joined him 
and the present firm was formed. They 
added the sale of agricultural implements to 
their business, a branch which they still pur- 
sue, having disposed of their lumber inter- 
ests In 187 , but still carry everything in the 
way of farm machinery. In 1880 the broth- 
ers purchased the Butler elevator and do 
about the heaviest grain trade in Litchfield, 
handling about 175,000 bushels of wheat per 
annum. In addition to his mercantile 
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engagements, Mr. Flynn has a farm of 480 
acres of fine land in Harvey township, where 
he carries on, quite extensively, the raising of 
stock. 

Our subject has always held a prominent 
place in the official history of Meeker county, 
and taken a deep interest in the welfare of 
its people. In 1867 he served upon the 
board of county commissioners, and, appre- 
ciating his worth in 1884, he was elected to 
the State Legislature and served in the 
House during the session of the T'wenty- 
fourth Assembly. When the city of Litch- 
field came under its new charter in 1887, he 
was chosen its first mayor. He has large 
interests in the woolen mill, and is the presi- 
dent of the board of directors of the same; 
is a member of the Frank Daggett Post, G. 
A. R.; of Father Mathew’s Total Absti- 
nence Society, and a leading and influential 
member of the Roman Catholic Church. 

Mr. Flynn and Miss Frances Campbell 
were united in marriage February 8, 1869. 
The lady is a native of Kane county, JIl., and 
sister of Hon. William M. Campbell, the 
United States Marshal of this district. By 
this union there have been born six children— 
John, who is a student at the college at 
Notre Dame, Ind.; Louise, Elizabeth, 
Mary, Frances and Edward William. 


[:\ LFRED J. JOHNSON, a_ successful 
oN farmer and stock-raiser, residing on 
section 16, Danielson township, is one of the 
most prominent citizens of the township in 
which he lives. Ie is a sonof Isaac and: 
Hannah Ovren, and was born in Sweden, on 
the 23d of September, 1853. He came to the 
United States with his parents, in 1870, and 
the family made their way directly to 
Meeker county, Minn., where they settled 
upon a forty-acre homestead on section 20, in 
Danielson township. Alfred made his hone 
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with his parents, working, in the mean time, 
for different parties, until 1880, when he pur- 
chased a portion of his present farm. Times 
were very hard during the early days of their 
settlement here, and money was scarce, an 
incident of which is the fact that at one time, 
when they wanted to mail a letter, it took all 
the money that three of them had to buy a 
three-cent stamp. Alfred did a good deal of 
trapping in those days, and in the fall, after 
frost set in, he walked to Forest City bare- 
footed, and carried 500 rat skins. With the 
proceeds he purchased a pair of shoes, some 
‘sugar, coffee, etc., and felt quite rich when 
he arrived home with seventy-five cents in his 
pocket. The loss of crops in 1877, from the 
depredations of the grasshoppers, made times 
still harder, as they only saved forty-five 
bushels, after planting 100. <A laughable 
incident is told of the days when Alfred de- 
voted a good deal of his time to trapping. 
He had a partner, and one day they set a 
trap in the side of a hill for the purpose of 
catching whatever might come along. The 
next day the partner went to discover and 
bring in whatever might have found its way 
to the hole. He crawled into the aperture, 
and was just about to pull the trap out when 
a skunk, which had got fast, opened hostil- 
ities with most excellent aimat his face. 
The partner beat a hasty retreat, while the 
fun of the joke was all on Alfred’s part. 
Alfred J. Johnson was married on the 7th 
of December, 1881, to Esther Holmgren, a 
daughter of John and Mary Holmgren, who 
was born October 16,1862. They have been 
blessed with the following children—Gustaf 
Edward, born September 24, 1883; Edith 
Evolina, born June 25, 1885; and Walter 
William, born September 30, 1886. Mr. and 


Mrs. Johnson are members of the Methodist 


Church. Mr. Johnson now has a splendid 
farm of 260 acres, a good share of which is 
under cultivation, and he devotes his time to 
general farming and stock-raising. In addi- 
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as for the 


tion to his farming operations, he | 
last fourteen years run a Horse. pens es 
thresher, and during the last two vears has 
run a steam thresher. In political Matters he 
is arepublican, and he has taken an active jn. 
terest in all matters affecting the welfare «4 
his township. He has held various offices of 
a local nature, among which are the folloy- 
ing: justice of the peace, six years: super. 
visor, two years, and school clerk, one year. 

Mrs. Johnson’s parents are living in Acton, 
Alfred’s parents reside on section , Dan- 
lelson township. He has two half-brother 
living in Meeker county— Andrew, who 
keeps a hotel at Litchfield, and John, a res- 
ident of Danielson. 


(“eX HARLES McALOON, a respected and 
SY well-to-do farmer, residing on section 
2, Harvey township, is a native of Ireland, 
and was born in 1835. His father died in 
his native land, and in 1853 he started for 
America with his mother, arriving at Boston 
on the 19th of May. He went direct to 
Lowell, Mass., where he was. employed in 
the factories for fourteen years. At the end 
of that time he started for Meeker county, 
Minn., and upon his arrival, after stopping 
for one night at Forest City, he settled in 
Manannah township, where he lived fur 
about six months. He then took a home 
stead in what is now Forest Prairie town- 
ship, and lived there until May, 1574, when 
he again settled in Manannah township. x 
the 4th of October, 1885, he settled on se 
tion 2, in Harvey township, wherg he 
lives. He hasa valuable farm, a large, oe 
fortable residence and other substantial | 
improvements. Mr. MeAloon’s mother es 
while he was living at Lowell, Mass. _ 

On the Ist of October, 1871, our sulyres 
was married to Miss Mary MeQuade, »' 
their union has been blessed with nine 
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dren, as follows—John F., born July 2, 
1872, died July 26, 1878, and buried in For- 
est City cemetery ; Charles H., born Decem- 
ber 7, 1873; an infant, born July 6, 1874, 
died at birth; Matthew E., born November 
6, 1876; Rosella, born November 11, 1878; 
Mary C., born October 60, 1880; Alice A., 
born September 18, 1882; Hannah E., born 
May 15,1884; Catharine A., born October 
12, 1886, died February 10, 1887, and buried 
in Manannah cemetery. Mrs. MceAloon’s 
parents were both natives of Ireland. Her 
mother died in her native Jand, and the 
father is now living in Swift county, Minn. 

Mr. McAloon and wife are exemplary and 
active members of the Catholic Church. In 
political affairs Mr. MeAloon does not follow 
the arbitrary dictation of any party, but acts 
in an independent manner. He owes all his 
prosperity to his own industry and frugality, 
as he started in the world without a dollar, 
but the same habits of thrift, economy and 
energy which characterize the natives of the 
“merald Tsle, have been successful in his 
case, and he is now well off in this world’s 
goods. He owns 400 acres of land, a good 
share of which is under cultivation, and he 
has the place well stocked. 


LDN 


Aes S. THORP is one of the 
many thrifty and substantial farmers 


of Acton township. He was born in Norway 
on the 18th of January, 1841, and is the son 
of Severt and Brynnil Thorp. He came to 
the United States in 1866, and settled first 
in Goodhue county, Minn., where he remained 
for a short time at’ work for different parties; 
then went to Minneapolis and drifted around 
from one business to another, and from place 
to place, until 1868, when be came to Meeker 
county and took a homestead of eighty acres 
on section 8, in Acton township, where he 
has since lived. He has added to his home- 
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stead, and now has a farm of 270 acres, well 
stocked and improved, and has fine farm 
buildings. Mr. Thorp was a poor man when 
he came to America, but the industry and 
economy, so characteristic of his country- 
men, have been successful in his case, and he 
is now well-off. 

Mr. Thorp was married in July, 1869, at 
Acton, to Miss Bereth Malvig. They have 
had the following children—Ole, born August 
23, 1870, died same day; Regine, born 
December 9, 1871, died March 11, 1877; 
Severt, born August 17, 1873, died in Octo- 
ber, 1877; Severt, born August 5, 1874; 
Pauline, born December 18, 1876, died same 
day; Bertha, born April 12, 1879, died in 
September, 1879; and Olena, born January 
31, 1884. In political matters, Mr. Thorp is 
a republican, and in religious affairs the 
family are members of the Norwegian Luth- 
eran Church. Mr. Thorp devotes his atten- 
tion to diversified farming and stock-raising. 
He has met with some reverses, but nothing 
of a very serious character, except during 
the grasshopper raids, when he lost about 
half his crops. 
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RANK NELSON, one of the represent- 
S- ative young farmers of Cosmos town- 
ship, has his home upon section 16, where he 
now owns some 200 acres of fine land. This 
place, or, rather, 160 acres of it, he purchased 
in 1886, it being school land. To it he has 
since added forty acres more, and has some 
115 acres of it under cultivation. Tis dwell- 
ing, ete., which he erected in 1887, are of an 
excellent character, and the whole place man- 
ifests the thrift and care of its owner. 

Mr. Nelson, who is the son of Swan and 
Louisa Nelson, was born in Goodhue county 
March 2, 1864, and came to Meeker county 
with his parents on the 26th of September, 
1876. The family located in the town of 
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Jatchtield, where our subject remained until 
coming here. June 10, 1887, he and Miss 
Mary Peterson were united in marriage, and 
took up the duties of life upon their farm. 

Our subject has always manifested consid- 
erable interest in all town and educational 
matters, and since coming here has been 
intrusted with the oflice of clerk of school 
district No. 81. 


OHN CARNEY, the able representative 
“J ofthe hardware trade at Eden Valley, 
came to that village in the fall of 1886, and 
the next spring established his present busi- 
ness. In addition to the usual lines handled, 
he gives a share of his attention to farm ma- 
chinery and pumps. 

Mr. Carney i is a native of Rutland county, 
Vt., born February 17, 1856, and a son of 
Jeremiah and Catherine (McConnell) Carney, 
natives of Ireland and Vermont, respectively. 
When our subject was only about four years 
of age his parents removed to Rice county, 
Minn., where they settled onafarm. In the 
spring of 1878 they moved to Chippewa 
county and took a homestead and timber 
claim, where they still live. In Rice county 
John Carney grew up, receiving his educa- 
tion in the district schools of the vicinity. 
Ile made his home with his parents, and 
learned the blacksmith’s trade. In 1856 he 
came to Eden Valley and opened a smithy, but 
the next spring commenced dealing in hard- 
ware, which business he still fqllows. 


XA ILTON GORTON. Foremost among 

tcod\. the old pioneers of Meeker county, 
who yet remain here, is the gentleman who 
is the subject of this memoir. Coming here 
in 1857, the second year of the county’s ex- 
istence, he has, more or less, been identified 


With its history, ever since. Tle is a resident 
of the town of Forest City, on his farm on 

section 29 and 30, which he preémpted on 
his arrival in this i ity. 

Mr. Gorton was born in the county of 
Steuben, N. Y., May 22, 1822, and is the son 
of Silas and Betsey (Spring) Gorton, both 
of whom were natives of the “ Empire State.” 
Ile was one of a family of nine children 
born to his parents, the others being— 
Horatio, Betsey, Jane, Stephen D., Elmira, 
Hiram, William and Milo. Milo, a member 
of a Row York Regiment, was killed at the 
battle of Resaca, Ga. 

Our subject is the grandson of Peleg 
Gorton, one of the six proprietors of Painted 
Post, i .. and was reared in that vicinity, 
and there received the elements of a common 
school education. On the 3d of July, 
1859, he was united in marriage with Miss 
Harriett C. Marks, a native of New York 
State, also. 

At the time of the Indian outbreak, Mr. 
Gorton’s wife and he took refuge in Forest 
City, and upon the memorable morning of 
the 23d of August, when nearly everybody 
had fied from the county, Milton Gorton 
was one of the little band of heroes who 
remained to make a stand at Forest City, in 
defense of their homes, as detailed in the 
history of the massacre in this volume. Mr. 
Gorton lost heavily by these troubles, the 
Sioux burning his house and its contents, and 
destroying everything else that they could 
about the place. Ile has, however, fully 
recovered from the setback, and is one of 
the laree land owners and prosperous farmers 
of the county, owning over a full section of 


some of the best land in the town of lorest 
City. 
Mr. Gorton, having no children of his 


own, adopted Ida A. Fergerson, when she 
was but five years of age. She was born 
April 17, 18738, and is the daughter of George 
lergerson. 
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Our subject is a stanch republican in his 
political views, but has had but little desire 
for political preferment, although he has, at 
times, been induced to accept several town 
offices. 


OHN BIRCH, of the firm of Birch & 
©} Nelson, Litchfield, is a native of Sweden, 
born Aucust 21, 1846, and 1s the son of An- 
drew and Martha (Johnson) Birch. Te re- 
mained in his native land until 1868, when, 
with a natural wish to better his financial 
condition, he bade adieu to the old world and 
sought in America a new home. He had 
served a long apprenticeship in the land of 
his birth, to the trade of tailor, and on land- 
ing on these shores, worked at Journey work 
in that trade in the city of St. Paul, whither 
he had come, until 1880, when he removed 
to Litchfield, and in company with Andrew 
Nelson, founded the business now represented 
by Mr. Birch and Tasmus Nelson, trading 
under the firm name of Birch & Nelson, in 
the clothing and gents’ furnishing goods 
line. Mr. Birch is a member of the I. O. 
O. F., having joined that order while in St. 
Paul. 

Mr. Birch was married January 4, 1878, to 
Miss Sarah Johnson, a daughter of Olaf 
Johnson, of this county, and a native of 
Sweden. They have three children—Atan- 
da Elizabeth, Ella Hannah and Horace John. 


JETER SANGREEN, a hard-working and 
<- industrious farmer, living on section 9, 
Collinwood township, was born in Sweden in 
1856, and is the son of Andrew Peter and 
Eve Anderson. When he was about sixteen 
years of age he left his native shores and 
emigrated to America, and located in St. 
Louis county, Minn. For three years there 
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he was employed in railroad work, and then 
came to Collinwood, where his parents had 
come, that year, 1876, and took up his home 
beneath theirroof. One year later he rented 
a farm, upon which he carried on the avoca- 
tion of a farmer, and then purchased forty 
acres of land where he now lives. The neat 
improvements in the way of house, granary, 
stable, etc., have all been erected by himself, 
and he is in a fair way to achieve success in 
life through energy, industry and frugality. 
He has held the office of town clerk five 
years; chairman of the board of supervisors 
one year; side supervisor two years, and the 
responsible position of county commissioner 
for two years, and always with credit to him- 
self and honor to the judgment of those who 
placed him in those capacities. 

Mr. Sangreen was united in marriage 
March 6, 1880, with Miss Caroline Dohlman, 
a native of Sweden, born August 5, 1858, 
and daughter of Olaf and Caroline Doh]man. 


oI 


2] OHN S. LARSON, a prominent citizen 
©} of Dassel village, is engaged in the 
retail liquor business. Born in Vaermlan, 
Sweden, March 24, 1857, he is the son of 
John and Mary Larson, natives of Sweden. 
He came to Meeker county with his parents 
in 1870, when he was about twelve years of 
age. The family settled upon a farm in 
section 30, Dassel township, where his par- 
ents still live. 

John remained at home, assisting his father 
in the labors incident to farm life, until 1874, 
when he entered the employ of the St. Paul, 
Minneapolis & Manitoba Railroad, at St. 
Paul, with whom-he remained for a couple 
of years. In 1879 he returned to this county 
and settled at the village of Dassel, where he 
entered the service of Andrew Linguist, as 
bartender, and fulfilled the duties of that 
position until 1882. In the latter year he 
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entered into a proprietorship with John 
Thomas, in the same line, but shortly after 
J.H. Remick, having bought out Mr. Thomas, 
the firm of Remick & Larson was formed. 
In February, 1588, their place of business 
was destroved by fire, and our subject lost 
his entire stock of clothes, except those he 
had on and considerable of his stock in trade. 
At onee, in company with J. I. Remick and 
Thomas Gallagher, he commenced the erec- 
tion of the Dassel house, but before its com- 
pletion Mr. Larson sold out his interest in 
the hotel, only reserving the saloon part, 
where he now carries on the business. 

Mr. Larson was married, in 1883, to Miss 
Emma J. Bunting, who was called away 
by death May 31, 1885, leaving without a 
mother’s love and care, their little girl, Ella 
May. 
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GC); NELSON, a thrifty and successful 

farmer, who resides on section 36, 
Litchfield township, is a native of Sweden, 
born October 9, 1848. His father, Nels 
Swanson, was born in Sweden in 1822, and 
died in Meeker county in 1875, having settled 
here in 1872. Ola’s mother, Jlannah Swan- 
son, was born in 1819, came to America in 
1871, and died in 1884. 

Ola Nelson came to the United States in 
1866, and in 1869 he located on section 36, 
Litchfield township, Meeker county, Minn., 
where he has since lived. During that time 
he has continually followed farming, and has 
been reasonably successful, notwithstanding 
the reverses which he has met, including the 
destruction of his crop two seasons by grass- 
hoppers and hail, and the burning of his 
residence, with all its contents, March 2, 
1873. 

In 1878 Mr. Nelson was married to Ellen 
ITawkinson, a daughter of Hogan Peterson. 
Their marriage has been blessed with four 


| 
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children—Amanda, Mary, Alice and Anna. 
Mr. Nelson has a valuable farm and devotes 
his attention to stock raising and general 
farming. 
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yyy ILLIAM ROACH, an enterprising, 
(NM industrious and energetic farmer 
of Forest Prairie township, living upon seec- 
tion 4, is the son of Michael J. and Sarah J. 
(Wynn) Roach, a sketch of whom is given 
elsewhere in the pages of this volume. Will- 
jam was born in Cass county, Indiana, July 
1, 1548, and received his earlier schooling in 
that locality. In 1866 he came to this county 
with his parents and passed his time between 
that and his majority in attending school and 
in assisting his father to carry on the farm. 
About the year 1871 he commenced the bat- 
tle of life for himself, engaging in agricult- 
ural pursuits upon the place where he now 
resides, and where he has met with merited 
SUCCESS. 

Mr. Roach was united in marriage Febru- 
ary 26, 1871, with Miss Matilda Kisinger. 
The lady is a native of Fulton county, Ind., 
and daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Kising- 
er. Jler mother is among those who have 
gone to their rest in the land of the blest; 
but her father isstulliving. By this marriage 
Mr.and Mrs. Roach have a family of eight 
children — Matilda, Emma, Henry, Mosa, 
Nettie, William, Monroe, all living at home, 
and George and John deceased. 

Mr. Roach is a democrat politically, and has 
served insome of the local offices in this town- 
ship. He is a veteran of the late war, enlist- 
ing in 1862 in the Twenty-first Indiana 
Heavy Artillery, but was honorably dis- 
charged from the service, after a short term, 
and returned to his home. 

In regard to his pioneer life here, Mr. 

roach writes —“ When I first came to this 
county, in 1867, I got my living by bunting 
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and trapping. In 1871 I threw down the 
gun and trap and went to farming. About 
the first money I earned I carrieda bushel of 
_ potatoes from Forest City for William M. 
Abbott.” 


of Kingston township, came to Meeker 
county in 1868, and took a homestead of 
eighty acres of land on section 84, where he 
now lives. He was born in Sweden, Novem- 
ber 8, 1830. In 1865 he determined to seek 
in the new world his fortune, and emigrated 
thither, landing at New York, but came at 
once West and was engaged at various kinds 
of labor in St. Paul, Stillwater and in the 
pinery, until he came to this county. He js 
the son of Ole and Anna Flink, the former of 
whom was always a farmer. Our subject 
was one of a family of ten children, but he is 
the only survivor. ; 

Mr. Olson was married to Miss Sabrina 
Olson, by Rev. John L. Fasig, and they are 
the parents of six children—Selina, born 
November 5, 1870; Obenius, born August 
31, 1872; Alva Josia, born August 24, 18745 
Johan Adolph, born May 23, 1876; Hilma, 
born March 26, 1878, and Caleb Sethur, born 
September 30,1881. This was Mr. Olson’s 
second marriage, he having wedded Miss 
Josephine Peterson, at Stockholm, Sweden, 
but she died after about eighteen months’ 
time. Mr. Olson and his family are zealous 


Lee OLSON, a steady, thrifty farmer 


members of the Missionary Church af Jings- 
ton. 


In politics he is a republican. 
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ICHAEL LOVETT, deceased, was at 
one time a prominent citizen of 
Manannah township. We was a native of 
County Cavan, Ireland, and came to the 
United States about the year 1848, and 
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located in the city of Boston, Mass. Two 
years later he went to the State of New 
York, where he also lived for about two 
years, after which he removed to Canada, 
That Dominion was his home for about 
eighteen years, and then, in 1870, he came 
with his family to Meeker county, Minn., 
and located ona farm in what is now Manan- 
nah township, where he remained until the 
time of his death, on the 29th of April, 1879. 
He was married to Miss Bridget Fanley, who 
still survives him. They had a family of 
nine children, five girls and four boys, whose 
names were as follows—Dridget, Alice, Peter, 
Catherine, Mary, Ann, John, Michael and 
James. All of the children are still living, 
except Mary and Alice. The widow still 
carries on the place, which consists of eighty 
acres of land. She is a member of the Cath- 


~olic Church, and holds the respect of all who 


know her. 

James Lovett, a son of Michael, who owns 
forty acres of land in the township of Manan- 
nah, was born in Canada on the 138th of 
November, 1865, and still resides with his 
mother. Je is also a member of the Catho- 
lic Church, and in political matters he acts 
independently of party creed, and votes for 
the man rather than party. 
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és LBERT VITZ2THUM -VON- ECK- 
“S\ STAEDT, of Litchfield, was born in 
Prussia, Germany, in 1845, and is the son of 
Frederic and Louisa (Manns) von Eckstaedt. 
His father was a captain in the army of Prus- 
sia, and served in the wars of Napoleon. 
Later in his life he was the occupant of an 
important position in the custom house of 
that State, and died in his native land in 
1854. Ile was of the aristocratic class, as 
the “von” before his name plainly shows. 
Albert, at the age of thirteen, was sent to 
the military school at Berlin, where he re- 
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mained some three years, and at the age of 
sixteen received a commission as lieutenant 
in the Second Pomeranian Lancers, and 
served in the army for four years. In 1865 
he left the fatherland and came to Amer- 
ica, where he traveled for a couple of years, 
most of the time on the Pacific slope. In 
1878 he came to Litchfield, and for two years 
was in the employ of John Rodange, and at 
the expiration of that time entered into part- 
nership with the same gentleman in the sa- 
Joon business. In 1882 the subject of this 
memoir opened his present place of business 
on Sibley avenue. 

Albert V. von Eckstaedt has always taken 
great interest in military affairs, especially in 
the militia, and was largely instrumental in 
the organization of Company H, First Regi- 
ment M. N. G., of this place, and also helped 
organize the bucket brigade of the fire de- 
partment. He isa valued citizen and much 
respected member of the community. 

Our subject was married November 11, 
1881, to Miss Lizzie Mittwer, a native of 
Prussia, Germany, and daughter of Martin 
and Busche (ladise) Mittwer. By this union 
there have been born two children—Adelia 
and Theresa. 


“+ 


| aaa among the farmers of 

= Swede Grove township, is N. L. Net 
son, Who has a good farm and comfortable 
home on section 38. He was born in Swe- 
den on the 25th of February, 1845, his 
parents being Lewis and Johanna Nelson. 
N. L. Nelson came to the United States with 
his father in 1871. Ife came direct to Swede 
Grove township, and worked for several 
farmers in that part of the county for seven 
years, when he bought a farm on section 22 
and lived there for nine years. He then sold 


that and bought his present place on section 
33. 
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Mr. Nelson was married on the 24th of 
March, 1868, to Emily Anderson, and they 
have had the following children—Ole, who 
was born January 28, 1869; Albert, born 
May 24, 1874; and Lewis, born May 16, 
1877. When Mr. Nelson came to this coun- 
try he was a poor man, but by industry and 
economy he has acquired a competency and 
a comfortable home. He now has 155 acres 
of land and has a good lot of stock gathered 
about him. He is a republican in political 
matters and ranks as one of the leading 
farmers of his township. 


wf ADISON DELONG, a_ prominent 
Pt-~\ member of the farming community 
of Collinwood township, has his home upon 
section 4, where he owns and cultivates nearly 
his entire farm of 163 acres. His house, 
which is a neat and tasty cottage, is sur- 
rounded with all the necessary conveniences 
and comforts for carrying on his business, 
and is a home in the true sense of the word. 
Mr. Delong was born in Lawrence county, 
Ohio, June 1, 1836, and is the son of Francis 
and Nancy (Gillilan) Delong, natives of Penn- 
sylvania and Ohio, respectively. Ile remained 
beneath the parental roof until his marriage, 
March 5, 1857, on which date he led to the 
nuptial altar Miss Elizabeth Lunsford, a_na- 
tive of Augusta county, Va., and daughter 
of Reuben and Nancy Lunsford. Ile then 
commenced work at a smelting furnace 
where he was engaged until 1866, when he 
came to Carver county, Minn., but one year 
later removed to Scott county. While vari- 
ously engaged there he came to this county 
and took up a claim on section 34, Dassel, on 
the site of the present village of that name, 
where he resided, keeping © bach” that win- 
ter. Ie returned to Scott county where his 
family were, and in coming back to lis claim 
found that it had jumped by Parker Simons, 
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arulroad man. <A law-suit ensued, which 
was carried up to the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, and finally Mr. Delong’s title to the 
claim was canceled. The claimant then com- 
promised with our subject, who removed to 
Collinwood township, and settled where he 
now lives. He was a poor man when he 
came to this country, and his law-suit and 
loss of his claim still further set him back, 
but by his energy and industry he has been 
the architect of his present excellent finan- 
cial condition. Mr. Delong has held the of- 
fice of town supervisor for some eight years, 
and that-of assessor for four, and holds the 
latter position now. 

Mr. and Mrs. Delong have a family of 
eight children, as follows—Martha, born 
March 10, 1858, married Alexander 8. Gor- 
don, March 21, 1877; Naney C., born Au- 
gust 7, 1859, married William Compton, July 
81, 1887; Rachel, born July 17, 1861, mar- 
ried Lemuel L. Sison, December 25, 1878; 


Edmund, born May 13, 1863; Lewis, born 
March 19, 1866; Napoleon, born August 16, 
1869; Francis, born April 10, 1873; and 
William, whose birth took place April 23, 
1876. 
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IRGIL H. HARRIS, the popular drug- 
gist of Litchfield, is the descendant of 
one of a colonial frites of Virginia, and 
was born in Hanover, Licking county, Ohio, 
May 14, 18-40. 

John Harris, the great-grandfather of our 
subject, was a native of Hanover county, Va 
where he remained until his death. Iis sons 
drifted to North Carolina, where they became 
prominent men, and were prime movers In 
the movement for Independence passed at 
Charlotte, Mecklenburgh county, N. C., May 
20, 1775, antedating the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence of the Continental Congress over 
one year, and furnishing many of the ideas 
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for that celebrated document. Subsequently 
they removed to South Carolina, and settled 
on the Santee river, from which place Ephraim 
Harris, the grandfather of the subject of this 
sketch, in company with Daniel Boone, who 
was a warm friend of his, made a trip into 
the wilderness that is now the State of Ohio. 
After prospecting over that territory, My. 
Ilarris, about 1820, took up a homestead on 
the Licking river, in what is now Licking 
county, and there made a settlement. The 
old homestead now forms a part of the site 
of the busy city of Newark. Ephraim Harris 
remained upon this place for about twenty 
years, When he removed to the town of Han- 
over, in the same county, near his son 
Daniel’s farm, and there made his home until 
he was killed in breaking a pair of colts, in 
his ninety-eighth year. 

Daniel Harris, the father of the subject of 
this memoir, who was a tanner as well as a 
farmer, remained upon the farm which he 
had purchased in Licking county until about 
1848, when he sold out and removed to Day- 
ton, Ohio, where he followed his trade for 
about a year, when he died, leaving a wife 
and five children to mourn their loss. The 
children bore the names of Virgil H., Emma 
E., Cynthia A., Louis E., and David M. 

The mother of Virgil was formerly Miss 
Martha Dowling. Her father was a native 
of Ireland, who had left the land of his birth 
on account of some trouble with a Jandlord, 
which culminated in Mr. Dowling pulling 
him off of his horse and beating him. This, 
in that oppressed land, was a terrible offense, 
so he emigrated to this country, and settled 
in Juniata county, Penn., where the future 
Mrs. Iarris was born. When her brothers 
moved to Ohio, she went with them, walkin 
the whole distance, some 700 fifes: driving 
their cattle all the way. Later she married 
Mr. Harris, and after his death returned to 
Licking county, from whence, two years 
later, she removed to Marion county, in the 
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same State, where her people had settled. 
Subsequently she married John Baker, and 
made her home in Ohio until 1883, when they 
removed to Indiana, where she died in 1887. 

Virgil remained with his mother after his 
father’s death until about 1852, when, being 
but twelve years of age, he went to Macon 
county. Ill, where for four years he was 
engaged in herding some 4,000 head of sheep. 
In the fall of 1859 he returned to Ohio, and 
east his first presidential vote for Lincoln in 
1860. In May, 1862, he enlisted in Company 
B, One Hundred and Eleventh Ohio Infan- 
try, and served until the close of the war. 
Ile participated, with his gallant regiment, in 
some twenty-eight engagements, the princi- 
pal of which were Perryville, Green River 
Bridge, Bowling Green, Crab Orchard, Lou- 
donville, Knoxville, Buzzard’s Roost, Resaca, 
New Hope Church, Kenesaw Mountain, 
Peach Trée Creek, Atlanta, Allatoona, 
Spring Hill, Franklin, Nashville, Fort Fisher 
and others. He received his discharge as 
orderly sergeant, June 28, 1865, and on 
returning home attended college for a year 
anda half at Indianapolis, Ind., and Ashland, 
Ohio. He was married, December 25, 1868, 
to Miss Lizzie Hill, a native of Marion county, 
Ohio, and daughter of John and Catherine 
Hill, who were among the pioneer families 
of the Buckeye State.. For two years after 
that Mr. Harris followed farming in Marion 
county, Ohio, whither he had moved. In 
December, 1870, in company with George 
Lyon, he came to this part of the State, and, 
determining to settle at Litchfield, brought 
his family here in January, 1871, when the 
place was but in embryo. In company with 
S. Y. Gordon he started a meat market and 
remained in that two years, and then opened 
a drug store, which business he has followed 
ever since. 

In politics My. Harris is a republican and 
has filled many offices in village and county. 
Ile was one of the first justices of the peace 
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of the village of Litchfield, and has, since 
then, been alderman, recorder, mayor and 
county comnussioner, and is now serving as 
chairman of that board, having been a mem- 
ber of it for five years. He is a member of 
Frank Daggett Post, G. A. R., holding 
the third rank in the department of Minne- 
sota, and belongs to the A. O. U. W. 
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EWIS OSTERLUND, of the mereantile 
Xo firm of Osterlund & Leighton, promi- 
nent dealers in general merchandise, in Das- 
sel village, came to Meeker county in the 
year 1581. In Murch, 1882, he entered the 
postoffice in this place as clerk, under Louis 
Rudberg, postmaster, with whom he re- 
mained until January 1, 1883, when he was 
himself appointed postmaster. He occupied 
this official position until May 1, 1887, after 
which the present firm was formed and the 
store opened under their auspices. Ie is a 
native of Sweden, born October 17, 1853, 
and remained a resident of his native land 
until he had attained the age of twenty- 
seven years, but on the 23d of May, 1881, 
embarked for the promised land, the home of 
the poor man beneath the folds of our starry 
banner, and upon setting foot upon the free 
soil of America, came to Meeker county as 
mentioned above. After a short time he 
went to Minneapolis, but five months later 
returned to Dassel where he now lives. 
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wes RIC P. EKLUND, one of the black- 
Jiez7 siniths of the village of Grove City, is 
anative of Sweden, born July 38, 1556, and 
is the son of Peter and Lisa Kranz. Haying 
acquired the blacksmith’s trade in his youth 
and early manhood, he worked at that call- 
ing in his native land until he was about 
twenty-five years of age, when he went to 
Russia and purchased a smithy, and for 
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three years labored among the Muscovites at 
his calling. While there Mr. Eklund was 
united in marriage with Miss Julia Paulina 
Elizabeth Kruger, the ceremony taking 
place October 13, 1863. The lady, a daugh- 
ter of Henry and Louisa Kruger, was born 
in Russia, July 25, 1843. The same year 
Mr. Eklund returned to Sweden, where he 
worked at his trade for two years more and 
then emigrated to the United States in 
search of a fortune more consonant with his 
ideas than was to be found in the Old World. 
He remained in New York for some ten 
months, where he found ample employ mentat 
the forge, but at the end of that time came west 
and located at St. Paul, where he remained 
employed as usual until 1868, in which year 
he came to Meeker county and took a home- 
stead in section 14, Swede Grove township, 
on which he made his home for five years. 
During this time he erected a blacksmith 
snop in the village of Grove City, where he 
now carries on his trade. Three years later 
he built his fine residence in the same block 
as his smithy, where he now lives. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eklund have been the par- 
ents of thirteen children, as follows—Leon- 
tina Louisa, born November 7, 1864, died 
January 8, 1877; Engelbert, born September 
27, 1866; Amanda Julia, born April $, 1868 ; 
Alga Matilda, born December 4, 1869; Gott- 
lieb Waldimar, born September 22, 1871; 


Otilia Valeria, born September 3, 1873; Ida 


Almira, born August 15, 1875, died Decem- 
ber 29, 1880; Elida Paulina, born September 
25, 1876, died January 16, 1881; Lebnhard 
Eric and Leontina Elizabeth, twins, born 
October 27, 1879; the first of whem died 
February 22, 1881; Arthur Eric, born June 
20, 1881; Hilger Conrad Anton, born June 
11, 18583; and Henry Oscar Edwin, whose 
birth took place October 26, 1885. Amanda 
J. is married, and with her husband, Nels 8. 
Strand, is engaged in running a boarding- 
house and dining-room at Helena, Mont. 


| 
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PABERT H. DELONG. The subject of 

2x\_ this sketch is a resident of section 
25, Greenleaf township, and is one of the 
most prominent and respected old settlers in 
Meeker county. Te is a native of St. Law- 
rence county, N. Y., born April 12, 1849, 
and his parents, Hiram and Maria Delong, 
were natives of Grand Isle, Lake Champlain. 
The mother died in the village of Greenleaf 
in 1870, while the father, who was born in 
1799, is still living, making his home with 
Albert H. The family emigrated from New 
York to Wisconsin when Albert was seven 
years of age. His time was divided between 
school and work on his father’s farm, and at 
the age of seventeen he came to Meeker 
county, Minn. After entering and paying 
for a claim in what is now Ellsworth town- 


ship, he leased the flouring mill on the outlet 


of Cedar Lake, known as Cedar Mill, and 
there he was engaged when the Indian out- 
break began. A few days previous to the 
massacre at Acton, Mr. Delong, while at the 
agency, met an old Indian known as Charley 
Minnetonka, whose friendship he had gained 
by various acts of kindness. He had always 
worn citizen’s clothes but was then robed in 
a bright red blanket. He acted strangely 
and took occasion to inform Mr. Delong, sw 
rosa, that there was going to be “a big fight.” 
Little or no attention was paid to the old 
fellow’s warning, for it was thought he had 
reference to some fight in project between 
the Indians. When the news of the massacre 
reached the mills, on the morning of August 
18, 1862, Mr. Delong and Vincent Coombs 
started out to learn whether or not there 
was any truth in the reports. Learning 
nothing definite, they went on to Acton and 
found the people assembled there preparing 
to bury the bodies of the five who were slain. 
When the Indians came upon the scene, 
Albert joined the party which chased them 
to the Kandiyohi woods. Having a keen 
sense of the duties of a scout, he was made 
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useful in that capacity many times during 
the terrible weeks and months that followed. 
At Ilatchinson he was enrolled with a com- 
pany of volunteers as a scout, and for six 
weeks never missed a day in the saddle, riding 
sometimes as much as forty miles a day. 
When the detail of the Ninth Minnesota 
Regiment was sent to Forest City he joined 
them as a scout, and was riding in advance, 
and was first to discover the redskins in 
ambush at the time of the battle near Acton. 
The Indians were crawling in a wheat field 
and the glimmer of a bright gun was dis. 
covered by Mr. Delong, who rode back and 
informed the captain. When the Indians 
saw they were discovered they rose and fired 
a volley at the whites, and then commenced 
surrounding them. In this battle three men 
were. killed and twenty-one wounded out 
of a total of forty-nine in the command. 
Although left behind by the command, and 
once almost completely surrounded by Indi- 
ans, he escaped unhurt: 
1863 he was with the Sibley expedition as a 
scout, and in the fall of the same year again 
put his mill in operation. Two years later 
he bought an interest in the Greenleaf saw- 
mill, which he retained about three years, and 
then purchased an interest in the Greenleaf 
flouring mill, he and his partner subsequently 
buying the old Cedar Mill. Matters became 
seriously complicated with the firm, and the 
outcome was a complete collapse. Albert 
then went to the Black Hills and spent the 
summer; and the following year went out 
and remained nearly two years, when he 
returned to Meeker county and purchased 
the fine farm where he at present makes his 
home, on section 25, Greenleaf township. 
He has been twice married, his first wife, 
Cecilia Nichols Delong, to whom he was 
married in 1863, bore him one child, Francis, 
born September 21,1867. is first wife died 
in 1869, and in 1871 Mr. Delong was married 
to Mary Post, daughter of Abram and Sarah 


In the summer of |! 


351 


Post, of Greenleaf. She was born Septem- 
ber 10, 1852, in the State of New York. 

Mr. Delong has taken an active interest in 
the affairs calculated to benefit either his 
town or county, and is rated as one of the 
most prominent citizens in the south half of 
Meeker county. le is a member of Golden 
Fleece Lodge, No. 89, A. F. and A. M. 


“OS HARLES SMITH. Among the influen- 
2 tial citizens of Cosmos township, is 
the gentleman whose name heads this article. 
He has been prominently identified with the 
erowth and development of Minnesota since 
1855, although he did not come to Meeker 
county until 1879. He is the son of Alex- 
ander and Henrietta (Sutphin) Smith, and 
was born in Upper Stillwater, Maine, on the 
19th of July, 1835. When he was only two 
years of age his parents removed to the State 
of New York, and settled at Plattsburgh, 


Clinton county, where they remained until 
taken from this world by death. 

The subject of this memoir resided beneath 
the parental roof until attaining his nine- 
teenth year, when he came to Minnesota, 
coming from Chicago with ateam. In that 
year, 1854, there was but one building in 
either St. Anthony or Minneapolis, except 
the public edifices. Ie remained in St. Paul 
some six months, and then returned to New 
York, but in the following fall returned to 
this State. He made his home in Minne- 
apolis until the year 1860, when he removed 
to Aitkin county, where he engaged in lun- 

| bering. Ile was.a resident of that county 
when it was organized, and was appointed by 
Governor Pillsbury as one of the organizing 
commissioners, and filled that office by elec- 
tion for some thirteen years. 

In the spring of 1861, when traitorous 
hands essayed to rend the Union in twain, 
Mr. Smith enlisted in Company D, Furst 
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Minnesota, and with that noble regiment, 
whose name brings up so many gallant deeds, 
participated _in the first battle of Bull Run, 
July 21, 1861. . He was there wounded by a 
ball in the right shoulder, and was laid up 
for some seven months, but on recovery 
re-enlisted in his old regiment, and stood 
with them in the awful flood of fire, that so 
nearly annihilated them, at Antietam, and 
in the battle of Mill Spring. 

After his discharge Mr. Smith came back 
to Minnesota, and in 1879 removed to this 
county and purchased a farm on section 22, 
where he now lives, in Cosmos township. 
Of his fine place of 200 acres, some 125 are 
under-cultivation. 


rs) OCTOR WILL E. CHAPMAN, while 
not among the old practitioners of the 


county, has, by close attention to the duties 
of his profession and a remarkable success in 
grappling with the dread destroyer, death, 
taken a prominent position among the medi- 
eal fraternity of this county, and ranks high 
in the estimation of the community. 

Dr. Chapman is anative of Hill, Merrimack 
county, N. f., born February 9, 1857, and is 
the son of John W. and Charlotte (Taplin) 
Chapman, natives of New Hampshire and 
New York respectively. Our subject received 
his primary education and was reared among 
the hills and valleys of the “Granite State,” 
upon the paternal acres. At the age of 
fifteen years le entered a drug stoxe, where 
he remained about two vears. Having then 
attained a sufficient age, he matriculated at 
the medical department of the Vermont State 
University, at Burlington, Vt., and after a 
rigid course of study was graduated from 
that celebrated institution of learning, in 
July, 1879. The next year he located at 
North Branch, Chisago county, Minn., where 
he was engaged in the practice of his chosen 
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profession for about two years. In 1882 he 
came to Meeker county, and opened an office 
in Forest City, but, after two years’ labor in 
that field removed to Litchfield, and, com- 
mencing practice here, has rapidly grown 
into favor with the people of the city and 
the surrounding country. His pleasant man- 
ners in the sick-room, his love for his calling 
and his rare judgment in diagnosis are fast 
gaining him friends and patrons, and by care- 
ful study to keep abreast of the times he 
merits the warmest encomiums. 

The Doctor assumed the duties of matri- 
mony December 24, 1883, while a resident 
of Forest City, on which day he led to the 
hymeneal altar Miss Georgie Kimball, a na- 
tive of New Hampshire and a daughter of 
Edwin and Phoebe (Manwell) Kimball. 
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[)HILIP DECK, deceased, who fell by the 
S deadly rifle of the ruthless Sioux dur- 
ing the tragic days of the Indian massacre in 
1862, was born in France May 24,1825. He 
learned the trade of baker in his native land, 
and there made his home until his twenty- 
first year, when he came to America and 
settled at Lyons, Wayne county, N. Y. He 
remained there until 1854, at which date he 
removed to Sault Ste. Marie, and was the fore- 
man on the ship canal then in course of con- 
struction there. He staid there until that 
work was finished and then went to New York, 
but in the spring of 1856 came: West, to Mil- 
waukee, Wis., where he made his home until 
July, 1860, when he cane to Meeker county, 
arriving here the 5th of that month. He 
purchased 160 aeres of land, which was par- 
tially improved, on section 29, Manannah 
township, of William Wilcox, taking every- 
thing on the place, house, furniture, stock, 
crop inthe field, ete. He then returned to Mil- 
waukee for his family, who arrived at St. Pant 
after numerous mishaps and troubles, and 
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there made astay of a day, and from there to 
their place, where they located the same fall. 

Mr. Deck remained upon this farm until 
the time of the Indian outbreak. The news 
of the murders in Acton reached the house 
about 11 o'clock in the forenoon of Monday, 
August Isth. Mrs. Deck was sick in bed, and 
Mr. Deck was away from home helping a 
neighbor harvest. Mrs. Ryckman brought 
the news, and took Mrs. Deck and her fam- 
ily to Silas Maybee’s, where they were left 
while the men were sent for. The women 
soon saw some Indians approaching, and were 
terribly scared, but the savages did not come 
to the house. Mr. Deck rejoined his family 
that night, and remained there until morn- 
ing. The next night they spent at the 
house of N. C. Caswell, but learning that the 
outbreak was general, the entire body of set- 
tlers removed to Forest City. Friday Mr. 
Deck took his family to Kingston, where he 
remained until the following Monday, when, 
provisions running short, he returned to For- 
est City, with the intention of trying to get 
to his farm for clothing, provisions, etc. In 
company with Wilmot Maybee and others, 
they started, and met with the fate told in 
the history of the Indian massacre in this vol- 
ume. Shot in the very dooryard of Carlos 
Caswell’s house, Mr. Deck was found some 
ten or twelve rods from where his wagon had 
stood, lying on his face, with eight bullet 
holes in his back, and it is supposed that, not 
being hit at the first fire, he jumped to the 
ground and ran that distance before he was 
shot. Thehome guard turned out the second 
day after and buried the dead, all except 
Wilmot Maybee, whose body was not found 
until three months after. Deck, Ilowe and 
Puge were buried in one grave in Manannah 
cemetery, where, owing to the exertions and 
liberality of Mys. Deck, there is erected a fine 
and appropriate monument to mark the place 
Where rests the remains of her murdered 
husband and his companions. 
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Mrs. Deck remained at Forest City until 
the following fall and then returned to 
Wayne county, N. Y., with her family of tive 
children, where she remained until April 22, 
1879. On that date she returned to this 
county, having all these years had a hard 
struggle to keep her little family and pay 
the taxes on her farm. Almost everything 
upon the latter was destroyed by the savage 
marauders, the loss amounting to some 
$1,100, which Mrs. Deck did not receive from 
the State until nearly twelve years after, 
owing to the carelessness of those intrusted 
with her business. 

Mr. and Mrs. Deck were united in mar- 
riage April 28, 1849, at Lyons, N. Y. The lady, 
whose maiden name was Miss Salome Shimpf, 
was born at Salza, France, November 21, 
1830, and came to the United States in 1840. 
They were the parents of five children, as 
follows—Philopena, born December 4, 1850, 
now married and living in New York; Mag- 
dalena, born May 18, 1852, also married and 
living in the same place; Josephine, born 
March 11, 1856, married, making her home in: 
the Empire State; Franklin, in this county ; 
and Marie Louise, born December 22, 1860, 
died December 9, 1862. 

Franxury Deck, who was born August 2, 
1858, in Humboldt, Milwaukee, Wis., came 
back to Meeker county with his mother in 
1879, and purchasing eighty acres on section 
28, Manannah, carries on agricultural pur- 
suits on it and upon the family homestead, 
and with him the widowed mother makes 
her home. 


[JETER D. RINGSTROM, the landlord 
fe of the Grove City House, is a native 
of Sweden, born March 17, 1844, and is the 
son of Nels and Inera Ringstrom. Lis pa- 
rents were farmers in that country, and he 
was reared to agricultural pursuits and re- 
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ceived the elements of a fair education. He re- 
mained at home untilsome twenty-seven years 
old, when, bidding adieu to the parental roof 
and all whom it sheltered, he crossed the 
ocean to ahome in America. On landing, 
he came direct to Atwater, this State, arriy- 
ing at that place May 24,1871. Entering 
the employ of Pabrs Pahrson he was en- 
gaged in farm work that summer and on the 
railroad during the fall and winter. Going 
to Breckenridge he was employed as hotel 
clerk and bartender for about six months, 
after which he worked on the railroad in the 
neighborhood of Alexandria, where he re- 
mained until October 3, 1872. He then made 
his home for a short time with Peter Chris- 
toferson, with whom he always remained 
when out of employment, while waiting for 
money due him from his Breckenridge em- 
ployer, intending to go back to Sweden, but 
falling in love with Mr. Christoferson’s 
daughter Joanna, he gave up the prospective 
trip and married the young lady. The young 
couple moved on her homestead claim and 
Mr. Ringstrom commenced farming and con- 
tinued to-follow this avocation until 1885, 
when he rented the farm and sold agricultu- 
ral machinery. They made their home upon 
their place, however, until March 28, 1888, 
when, renting the Grove City House, he re- 
moved with his family to the village, and is 
now running the hotel. March 31, 1888, he 
was elected chief of the police of the village 
and fills that position. 

Mrs. Ringstrom isa native of Sweden, born 


April 8, 1844, and came to the United States | 


With her parents in 1864. She was at the 
time of her marriage with the subject of this 
sketch, the widow of Charles Johnson, who 
died in Illinois on their road to Minnesota. 
Mr. and Mrs. Rinestrom are the parents of 
four children—Nels Peter, born April 8, 
1876; Carl Oscar, born October 17, 1878; 
Alice, born April 10, 18383; and Sarah, born 
April 20, 1887. 
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YNICHAEL FINNEGAN, one of the 
“4 most prominent and successful 
farmers and stock-raisers in Meeker county, 
is a resident of section 28, Harvey township. 
He has one of the most valuable farms in the 
county, and his building and other improve- 
ments are a credit to the township in which 
he lives. 

Mr. Finnegan was born in Ireland, on the 
2d of December, 1852. When he was less 
than two years of age, his parents came to 
the United States, and for several years they 
moved about considerably, the father follow- 
ing the trade of blacksmithing. In 1857, the 
father, Patrick Finnegan, came to Meeker 
county, Minn., and purchased a farm in Iar- 
vey township, and lived on the farm carry- 
ing on his farming operations, and at the 
same time working at his trade. He was 
living on the farm with the family at the 
time of the Indian outbreak. The same day 
as the massacre at Acton, a neighbor brought 
them the news of the killing. and they went 
to Forest City with the rest to decide what 
course to pursue, returning to the farm the 
next day. The following day they went to 
Clearwater, where they remained until the 
fall of 1862. During the winter they lived 
at Elk River, and then settled at Minneapolis, 
where they remained until the ensuing fall. 
During that winter the father worked on the 
Omaha railroad, and the family lived at Fort 
Snelling, and in the spring they returned to 
Minneapolis. In July, 1865, they returned 
to their farm in Harvey township, where the 
family have since lived. The father died in Har- 
vey May 23, 1885, and was buried at Litch- 
field. In his death the county lost a worthy 
and substantial citizen, and a respected old 
settler. Lis widow still lives in Harvey. 

Michael Finnegan, the subject of this 
sketch, is an active member of the Catholic 
Chureh. In political matters he affiliates 
with the democratic party. He has been 
very successful in his farming operations, and 
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has the reputation of being one of the best 
business men in the township. In connection 
with diversified farming, he carries on stock- 
raising extensively, for which the farm is 
conveniently arranged. 


* 
~~ 


.ARRY H. HINES, an intelligent and 
J trusted citizen of the village ss Dassel, 
the superintendent and manager “of the Ne 
nesota and Dakota elevator, i is a native of 
Colchester, Chittenden county, Vt., born in 
August, 1848, andis the son of Benjamin and 
Emily (Rolfe) Hines. His paternal grand- 
father, William Hines, was one of the earliest 
settlers of the town of Colchester, as was the 
maternal grandfather of our subject, Jacob 
tolfe, and these two gentlemen and one other 
owned, at one time, nearly the entire town. 
William Hines lived and died among the ver- 
dant hills of the “ Green Mountain State,” 
where he settled, and on his death the home- 
stead descended to hisson Benjamin, the father 
of our subject, who, besides managing three 
good farms in that portion of the country, 
was engaged in mercantile pursuits. Jacob 
Rolfe, the grandfather of Harry, mentioned 
above, was a colonel in command of the 
“Green Mountain Boys” during the last con- 
flict with Great Britain, 1812-15, and was a 
gallant and able soldier, and our subject 
recollects his telling of war experiences, in 
his younger days. 

Harry I. Hines came to Meeker county 
in 1868, and settled in what is now Litchfield 


township, on section 31, where he followed. 


wgricultural pursuits for some ten years, after 
Which he removed, after selling his property, 
tu the village of Darwin, where he purchased 
Wheat and other grain for the Davidson Ele- 
vator Company. In August, 1886, he came 
to Dassel and assumed charge of the elevator 
Where he is now located. He has, since first 
coming here, taken a lively interest in all 


‘MEEKER COUNTY, MINNESOTA. ; 357 


educational and political affairs, and is now 
serving as one of the school directors of the 
the village. In his political affiliations he is 
in thorough accord with the republican party, 
and supports the candidates of that organiza- 
tion. He isa member of the Golden Fleece 
Lodge, No. 89, A. F. & A. M., having been 
madea Mason at Litchfieldin 1882. Mr. [lines 
was united in marriage with Miss Maggie 
Harding, October 10, 1870. His life com- 
panion is a native of Jennings county, Ind., 
and a daughter of Mitchell and Mary Ann 
(Reeves) Harding. Dy this marriage there 
have been six chiidren—Maud, Grace, Bessie, 
Benjamin, Blanche and the baby. 


2°*HE PRESENT county treasurer of Mee- 
af ker county, N. W. Taw KINSON, an old 
settler of the village of Litchfield, is a native 
of Skone, Sweden, and was born in 1837. 
He remained in his native country until he 
was thirty-two years of age. His father 
died when he was about fourteen years of 
age, and shortly after this he began learning 
the cabinet-maker’s trade, at which he spent 
an apprenticeship of three years and then 
followed as a trade for four years. JIe then 
learned the carpenter’s trade, and followed 
that until he was twenty-eight, when he 
entered the mercantile business and remained 
in that until 1869, when he sold out and 
caine to Minnesota, coming direct to Meeker 
county. Fora time he stayed at lorest City, 
following the carpenter's trade, but in No- 
vember of the same vear he went to Califor- 
nia, and followed his trade there for about 
one year, working up and down the Pacitic 
At the end of that time he returned 
to Sweden, going by way of the Isthmus of 
Panama and New York. He remained in 
his native Jand until the following June, 
1871,and then came again to Meeker county, 
Minn., locating at Litchfield, where he has 
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since lived. Fora number of years he fol- 
lowed his trade, but in the fall of 1883 he 
was elected to the office of county treasurer, 
and, being re-elected in the fall of 1886, he 
is the present incumbent of that office. IIe 
is a careful and painstaking official, and has 
filled the office with credit to himself and 
satisfaction to the public. Mr. Hawkinson 
is & prominent member of the Masonie fra- 
ternity, holding membership in Golden 
Fleece Lodge, No. 89; Rabboni Chapter, 
No. 37; and Melita Commandery, No. 17, 
Knights Templar,and has held various offices 
in these organizations. THe is also a member 
of the Ancient Order of United Workmen 
and was one of the charter members of the 
organization at Litchfield, of which he is the 
present financier. 

Mr. Hawkinson was married in 1862 to 
Miss Nellie Hanson, of Sweden, and they 
were blessed with three children—Andrew, 
Ken and Annie. The wife and mother died 
shortly after their removal to the United 
States. Mr. Hawkinson was again married, 
in 1873, to Annie Katharena Anderson. They 
have one child—Harry. All of the children 
are still at home, except Andrew and Ellen, 
who are now residents of Minneapolis. 
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. EORGE PAULSON, a farmer of Acton 
“A township, has probably the most 
famous and historic piece of Jand in Minne 
sota. Ife owns the place where the Jones 
and Baker families were killed by the In- 
dians on the 17th of August, 1862—the spot 
where the first blood was shed in the memor- 
able Indian massacre of 1862. Mr. Paulson 
isa native of Norway, and was born on the 
3d of March, 1855, his parents being George 
and Anna Paulson. The family came to the 
United States in 1868, and after stopping for 
one year in Iowa, they came to Meeker 
county, Minn., and took a homestead on sec 
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| tion 33, in Acton township. In 1877 they 
| went to Dakota, where George Paulson, Jr., 
took a homestead, and remained until 18s6, 
when he sold out and returned to Minnesota, 
and purchased the farm in Acton township, 
where he still lives. He has a valuable farm 
and devotes his attention to general farming 
and stock raising. The farm is often visited 
by sight-seers, w sho wish to look upon the old 
cabin and the site which has become famous 
in Minnesota’s history. The subject of this 
sketch was married at Litchfield, January 
25, 1875, to Miss Christina Kittelson, who 
was born in Wisconsin March 38, 1854, and 
their union has been blessed with the follow- 
ing-named children —Clara Josephine, who 
was born April 28, 1877, died a few months 
later; Carl Johan, born June 29, 1878; Illa, 
born September 27, 1880; James Christan, 
born October 18, 1883; Anna Josephine, born 
March 13, 1884; and Cora, born December 
30,1887. Mr. Paulson’s parents still reside 
in Dakota. 
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“§ HARLES H. DUCKERING, one of the 
OS) most prosperous farmers and stock 
raisers of Cosmos township, resides upon sec- 
tion 80, where he cultivates about 150 acres 
of his magnificent 400-acre tract. He is a 
native of Beaver Dam, Wis., born on the 
25th of September, 1849, and is the son 
of John and Maria (Bean) Duckering, who 
were natives of England and New York, 
respectively. In 18638, when our subject was 
about sixteen years of age, he came with his 
parents to Meeker county and settled with 
them in Ellsworth township. He remained 
beneath the parental roof until 1871, when 
he came to Cosmos and took up a homestead 
on section 80, and breaking some twenty-five 
acres and putting up a house, made a perina- 
nent settlement. In 1877 he leased his farm 
and made a trip to Sasi peo Territory, 
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and prolonged his stay there until the 
bevinning of 1880, at which time he returned 
to this county and has lived on his farm 
ever since. Ie is largely engaged in stock- 
raising, but still has some 1,500 bushels of 
grain as the result of his labors each year. 
In 1876 and 1877, he lost about all his crop 
through the incursions of the grasshoppers, 
and the outlook being poor he went to the 
West, as before mentioned. 

Mr. Duckering has been called upon sev- 
eral times to fill the responsible office of 
town supervisor, and has been chairman of 
that board for four consecutive years. He 
has filled several of the minor offices, as well 
us been director of district No. 53. He still 
holds the last-named position. 

July 18, 1880, Mr. Duckering was united 
in’ marriage with Miss Sarah I. Dean, a 
native of Bartholomew county, Ind., and 
daughter of John and Eliza (Roberts) Dean, 
-residents of Hutchinson, McLeod county. 
By this union there have been three chil- 
dren—John S., born May 27, 1881; Daisy, 
born May 9, 1883; and Edna, born May 135, 
1885. 
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aera J. ANDERSON, the senior 

“x partner in the firm of Anderson & 
Hanson, hardware dealers in the village of 
Litchfield, is a native of Norway, born in 
1848. When he was about a year old he 
was brought by his parents to the United 
States, they settling in Waukesha county, 
Wis., where they were among the very ear- 
liest settlers. They remained in that place 
until 1850, when they removed to Winnebago 
county in the same State, and in 1866 to 
this county. 

Andrew remained at home with his parents 
until 1864, when he enlisted in Company IT, 
Fifth Wisconsin Infantry, and served in that 
noble regiment until the close of the war. 
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He participated in several of the engage- 
ments of the bloody campaign that closed 
the war, particularly in the immortal charge 
on the lines at Petersburg, Va., April 1 and 
2, 1865. After receiving his discharge Mr. 
Anderson returned to Wisconsin, but in 1866 
came to Meeker county, where he took up a 
homestead in the town of Harvey. Te was 
engaged in farming until 1876, at which 
time he removed to Litchfield and entered 
into the sale of farm machinery and imple- 
ments. Ile made quite a success in this busi- 
ness, and in May, 1886, in copartnership 
with Nels C. G. Hanson, he opened the 
hardware establishment where he now ear- 
ries on business, and in conjunction with 
which they still make a specialty of the sale 
of agricultural machinery. Mr. Anderson is 
a prominent member of Frank Daggett 
Post, No. 35, G. A. R., of Litchfield, and- 
takes great interest in the order. 


@"RANK J. CHEVRE, the owner and 
S- manager of the pioneer elevator at 
the village of Darwin, isa native of Chan- 
tauqua county, N. Y., born November 6, 
1859, and is the son of Henry J. and Jean- 
nette (ievre) Chevre, whoare of French -an- 
cestry. His father came to Minnesota in 
1867, and died in August, 1874, and his re- 
mains lie buried in Scott county, this State. 

The subject of this sketch left the Empire 
State with his parents in 1867, and settled 
with them at Chaska, Carver county, where 
he received his primary education. uAt the 
age of thirteen he removed to Minneapolis to 
attend school and remained until in his nine- 
teenth year, in study and the pursuits of 
knowledge. For a year thereafter he was 
engaged in keeping books, but at the end of 
that time he came to Dassel and commenced 
to learn the miller’s trade, and finally took 
charge of the Washington flour mill of that 
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place which he ran successfully until the 
spring of 1887, at which time he removed to 
the village of Darwin and erected the eleva- 
tor where he now carries on business. He is 
an unmarried man, his mother living with 
him, and one of the most reliable, trust- 
worthy citizens of town, and, for so young 
a man, possesses a large share of the respect 
and esteem of the whole community. In his 
political views he is in accord with the prin- 
ciples formulated by the republican party, 
and supports, with energy, the candidates 
and platforms of that organization. As a 


business man, he is active, enterprising and 
upright, and socially, genial and companion- 
able, and bids fair to achieve a high position 
in life. 


ENRY CLAY, the popular postmaster 
of the village of Dassel, is the son of 
Caleb and Zilpah (Al cers) Clay, and first saw 
the light January 4, 1842, in Lawrence 
county, Ky. His father was a native of Vir- 
ginia, and his mother of Tennessee, who 
had married in Pike county, AXy., and later 
moved northward to Lawrence county. 
Some time after the birth of our subject they 
removed to Wayne county, W. Va., where 


they made their home until the spring of . 


1866, at which time they came to Minnesota 
and settled in McLeod county. <A year later 
they made their appearance in Collinwood 
township, this county, but in the spring of 
1868 settled on section 28, in what is now 
Dassel township, where they resided until 
called to “cross the dark river, Death,” the 
mother in 1575, the father in 1877. 

Henry remained beneath the paternal roof 
until September 5, 1861, when he was united 
in marriage with Miss Martha Bartrum, a 
native of Boyd county, Ky., after which he 
with his young wife settled on a farm in 
Wayne county, W. Va. On the: 24th of 


ee eee ae 
June, 1863, Henry enlisted in Company TB, 
Forty-fifth Kentucky Mounted Infantry, and 
served in the Union army. They were em- 
ployed in the pursuit of Morgan when on his 
famous raid, and Mr. Clay, with the balance 
of the command, was in the saddle for twen- 
ty-six days and nights, only stopping long 
enough to feed their horses and cook their 
coffee. The little sleep they got was found 
in the saddle. They were in two engave- 
ments, Mt. Sterling and Cynthiana, at the 
last named totally scattering and demoral- 
izing the rebels, and the command for sev- 
eral days were engaged in picking up strae- 
glers. Among them were a cousin and an 
old school mate, the former with his arm 
broken. Out.of Mr. Clay’s family he was the 
only loyal one, all his brothers except one 
being in the Confederate army. Te received 
his discharge December 24, 1864, and the 
next spring came to Minnesota, and after 
remaining in Glencoe some eighteen months 
removed to Meeker county and took up a 
claim on section 32, in what is now Dassel 
township. This being all timber his crops 
for a year or so were quite limited, but as 
the land was cleared they grew more ex- 
tensive. He remained upon the farm until 
1870 or 1871, and then entered the employ of 
the St. Paul, Minneapolis & Manitoba Rail- 
road Company, building snow fences, al- 
though his family resided on the farm, In 
December, 1887, he removed his family to 
the village of Dassel, and on the Ist of 
May, 1887, took possession of the post- 
office, he having been appointed to that posi- 
tion. 

Mr. Clay is an active and influential mem- 
ber of Colfax Post, No. 183, G. A. R., and 
was one of the signers for a charter for that 
society. Mr. and Mrs. Clay are the parents 
of seven children, whose names are as fol- 
lows — Rufus E., Ida M., John F., Emily F., 
Walter Scott and Walter McClellan, twins, 
and Clifford IH. 
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-[2°AYLOR JOHNSON, a leading Scandi- 
Yf}/ navian farmer of Collinwood town- 


ship, living on section 9, was born in Sweden 
June 10, 1832, and is the son of John and 
“Christina Johnson. At the age of eleven 
years he commenced to learn the tailor’s 
trade, and followed that line of business in 
his native land until 1858, when, with a nat- 
ural desire to better his condition in life, he 
crossed the ocean to America.. He settled 
in Carver county, this State, putting in his 
time on atwenty-acre tract that he purchased 
there, and in working for his neighbors, until 
August 20, 1862, when he enlisted in Com- 
pany H, Ninth Minnesota Infantry. The 
next day he heard of the Indian outbreak, 
and took his family to an island in Clear- 
water Lake, where many others had fled for 
safety, where they camped without shelter 
from the rain. Three days later Mrs. John- 
son went home to their little cabin in the 
brush, with her four children, her husband 
going with his regiment to Glencoe. He 
remained in that locality until spring, and 
then participated in the Sibley expedition, 
and was present at the hanging of the thirty- 
eight Indiansat Mankato. In October, 1863, 
he, with the regiment, was ordered South, 
and met the enemy at Guntown, Miss. They 
also were engaged in the siege and capture 
of Mobile. Our subject was mustered out of 
service in October, 1865, and returned to his 
home. While he was absent in the army, 
his wife was laid up by sickness brought on 
by exposure, and for the last week of her 
illness she and her little ones were without 
food or fire, although it was cold winter 
weather. 
crutches, finally, to find what had become 
of them, and helped them out of their dis- 
tress by sawing up some wood and sending 
in some provisions. 

In the spring of 1866 Mr. Johnson removed 
to Minneapolis, where he was employed in 
lumber yards, etc., until the spring of 1869, 


An old man hobbled over on 


when he came to Collinwood township and 
settled where he now lives. He was mar- 
ried November 1, 1855, to Christina Louis: 
Anderson, a native of Sweden, born June 12. 
1855, and daughter of Andrew and Katrina 
Anderson. They have had eleven children, 
namely—-Hulda, born December 14, 1856, 
died January 11, 1873; Frank Victor, born 
January 1, 1859; Abbie, born October 9, 
1860; Clara, born August 3, 1862; Godfrey, 
born April 30, 1866, and died September 10, 
1866; August, born July 24, 1867; Joseph- 
ine, born October 22, 1869; Ida, born Decem- 
ber 25, 1871, and died September 16, 1S7S; 
Alice, born April 14, 1874; Hulda, born 
July 9, 1876, and died April 24, 1880; and 
Nathaniel, born March 26, 1878. 

Mr. Johnson is a zealous member of the 
Lutheran Church. In polities he is a repub- 
lican of the strict type, and is an influential 
citizen. is estimable wife is beloved by alk 
with whom she comes in contact, and her 
home-loving tastes are abundantly testified 
to by the multitude of choice plants and 
flowering shrubs that adorn and beautify 
her home, and make winter lovely with sum- 
mer’s perfumes and verdure. 
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Boe ANDERSON. The subject’ of 
this sketch is one of the leading and 


well-to-do farmers of Acton township, being 
a resident of section 7 in that subdivision of 
Mecker county. Heisa native of Sweden, 
born February 14, 1829, and a son of Andreas 
and Christina Anderson. In 1861 he came 
to the United States, and for one summer he 
worked in Illinois; then he settled at Clear- 
water, Wright county, Minn., where he 
rented a farm and remained for three years. 
At the expiration of that time he went to 
Idaho to seek his fortune in the gold fields, 
and, being very successful there, he remained 
three years. In 1868 he came to Meeker 
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‘county, Minn., and bought 240 acres of rail- 
road land in Acton township, where he now 
lives. Three years later he returned to the 
gold fields of Idaho, and.engaged in mining 
and the hotel business, in company with his 
brother, Solomon, and, while in the midst of 
their prosperity, making money very rapidly, 
their mining camp broke up, many of their 
boarders being left penniless, and from these 
and kindred causes they lost about $13,000. 
David, thereupon, sold his property there, 
returned to his farm in Acton, and engaged 
in farming and stock-raising, which business 
he has since continued. He has a valuable 
farm, good improyements, and a good deal 
of stock. Jle has met with some slight re- 
verses, especially during the grasshopper 
raids, but, withal, has been very successful, 
and his enterprise and good management 
have earned for him a competency. In poli- 
tical matters, he is republican, and in religion, 
he is a member of the Swedish Lutheran 
Church. 

Mr. Anderson was married in Sweden, in 
1852, to Miss Petronella Samuelsdatter, a 
native of the same land. The fruits of their 
union have been one child, Solomon, who 
was born on the 24th of December, 1853. 
Solomon is unmarried and still lives with his 
parents. 


a KH 


ELS CHARLES G. HANSON was born 
May 14, 1857, at Hamburg, Germany 
while his parents, Bengt and Ina Hanson, 
were on their way from their native land, 
Sweden, to America, and is a twin brother 
of C. J. G. Hanson. Tis parents settled on 
afarm in what is now Litehficld township, in 
1857, where our subject grew to manhood, 
Charles remained with his parents until 
1879, at which time he entered the employ 
of the St. Paul & Duluth Railroad Company, 
With whom he remained but one winter, and 


then worked for a time forthe St. Paul Har. 
vester Works, traveling through the country 
as an expert in their business. One year later 
he transferred his services to the McCormick 
Harvester Company, and traveled throueh 
the Southern States, and followed the harvest 
season northagain. In 1886 he was engawed 
in farming on section 27, Litchfield town- 
ship. In the spring of 1887, in company 
with A. J. Anderson, he opened their pres- 
ent hardware and agricultural depot at 
Litchfield. 

Mr. Hanson and Miss Clara L. Ahlstrom 
were united in marriage June 80,1887. The 
lady is the daughter of A. M. and Christine 
Ahlstrom, who were among the earliest pio- 
neers that broke the way for civilization into 
the wilds of Chisago county, Minn. 
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LON ORNELIUS McGRAW, a prominent 
<2Y farmer and stock-raiser residing on 
section 33, Greenleaf township, is one of the 
oldest settlers residing in that portion of the, 
county. Ile came to Meeker county in 1560 
with his parents, who were Michael and 
Winnefred McGraw, and the father selected 
160 acres of land on section 26, in Greenleaf 
township. At that time the family consisted 
of the parents, six boys and two girls, and 
four of the boys are still living here. Aeccom- 
panying the party were Patrick Manley and 
family, M. Hanley and family, M. Ryan and 
family, Lewis Maher and family, and a Mr. 
Carrigan and family, all of whom settled in 
Greenleaf. The party arrived in July, and 
Michael McGraw at once put up a cabin and 
began improvements. Ile remained on tlie 
farm, except during the Indian trowbles, 
until the time of his death, which occurred in 
March, 1878. His widow is still living on 
the old farm. 
Cornelius McGraw, the subject of this 
biography, remained with his parents until 
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the time of the Indian outbreak. After they 


MEEKER COUNTY, MINNESOTA, 


and bullets of the foe. For three years anda 


heard of the killing of Jones and Baker, he | half he was in service, fighting the redskins 


went to G. C. Whitcomb’s to learn the par- 
ticulars, and returned that night. The fol- 
lowing day the whole settlement gathered at 
Whitcomb’s, and remained there for two 
days, when all hands started for Forest City, 
driving their stock with them. The follow- 
ing day Cornelius returned to his father’s 
house and found that the Indians had been 
there, but had not burned it. After Whit- 
comb had returned from St. Paul with guns 
and ammunition, Cornelius enlisted in the 
company which was organized, and served 
in it until it was disbanded. In the spring 
of 1863 he joined the Independent Battalion 
Minnesota Volunteer Cavalry, and served on 
the frontier until the war closed. He then 
returned to Greenleaf and worked at various 
things until 1869 when he purchased 160 
acres of wild land on section 27, and at once 
began improvements. He lived upon that 
for about ten years, when he sold it and 
bought his present place on section 33, where 
he now has 235 acres, well improved with 
excellent buildings. Ie devotes his attention 
largely to stock-raising, and his able manage- 
ment has placed him among the most prom- 
inent stock-raisers and general farmers of 
the county. 

Ife has taken an active interest in educa- 
tional matters, and has held various offices 
in his district. In political matters he does 
not hold himself bound to any party, but 
acts independently. 

Mr. McGraw made a gallant and credit- 
able record during Indian times. 
Indians made the attack on Forest City, he 
was asleep, and, not until the bullets were 
flving thick and Indians yelling all around 
was he aroused. Ile started up to find that 
he was left alone with a single companion. 
They each grasped a box of ammunition and 


fire arms, a heavy load, and started for the 


stockade, arriving in safety amidst the yells 


When the’ 


wheneveran opportunity presented, and never 
flinched when duty called. He began fight 
ing Indians when only sixteen, and his brav- 
ery equaled that of the hardiest of men. He 
was one of the nine who remained in Forest 
City in those trying times, when there was 
scarcely a white man in the county beside 
themselves. 
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“OS, EORGE MAYNARD. The subject of 

A this sketch is one of the residents of 
Kingston township at present, although one 
of the first settlers in the town of Dassel, 
where he located in May, 1866. He made 
his home in that part of the county for about 
twenty years and then removed to his pres- 
ent place, which is located upon section 32. 
He is one of the “ woods” farmers and stock- 
raisers of the town, and one of its represent- 
ative citizens. 

Mr. Maynard was born in Floyd county, 
Ky., on the 27th of August, 1852, and is the 
son of Rev. William and Sarah (Parsons) 
Maynard. His father was, also, born upon 
“the dark and bloody ground,” and was 
ordained a minister in 1860, and first preached 
the gospel in Floyd county, in his native 
State. Ile came to Meeker county in 1866, 
settling in Dassel, where he cast the first 
vote after its organization, and where he has 
continued to fulfill his duties as watchman 
upon the walls of Zion, since coming here. 
He is stilla resident of Dassel. 

George Maynard was but thirteen years of 
age when his parents came here, and was 
reared the balance of his days in this county, 
together with his brothers and sisters. These 
latter were Susan, Nancy, Oma, Charity, 
Mageie, James N. and Robert G. Finishing 
the education began in’ Kentucky, after 
coming here, Mr. Maynard grew to man- 
hood upon his father’s farm. 
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MEEKER COUNLY, HINNESOTA, 


March 5, 1875, George Maynard and Miss 
Margaret Sanson were united in marriage. 
The lady is a native of West Virginia, beth 
in 1859, and daughter of Riley and Sarah 
Sanson, who were natives of the same State, 
but residents of this county now. By this 
union there have been born a family of five 
children — Sarah, William R., Minerva J., 
Margaret A.and James M. Mr. Maynard is 
a member of theSeventh Day Advent Church. 
In his politics he affiliates with the republi- 
can party. 


oe pane << hae em 

OHN OGREN, a wealthy, successful and 
prominent farmer and stock-raiser, re- 
siding on section 20, Danielson township, 
comes of the same thrifty and enterprising 
nationality which forms such a large ele- 
ment in the best class of citizens in Minne- 
sota’s population. Industrious, economical 
and enterprising, his characteristics are the 
natural result of the general training given 
to the youth of his nationality, Having 
come here a poor man and accumulated a 
comfortable property he is a self-made man, 
and his present easy circumstances is entirely 
due to his own industry and efforts. 


Mr. Oeren is a son of Andrew and JIan- 
nah Anderson, and was born in Sweden on 


the 17th March, 1838. His early life was 
spent in his native land, where he remained 
until 1869, when he came to the United 
States and proceeded to Stillwater, Minn., 
where he remained for four months, being 


emploved for two weeks on the river, and 


the balance of the time working for farmers. 
At the expiration of that time, October 1, 
1869, he came to Meeker county, Minn., and 
took a homestead on section 20, in Danielson 
township, where he still lives. [Te now owns 
520 acres of land upon which he has placed 
excellent building improvements. The farm 
is muong the most yaluable in the township, 


ST 


as a good share of it is under cultivation. 
Ile has it well stocked. When Mr. Ovren 
took his homestead he had only $10 left after 
buying one cow and a yoke of oxen. 

Mr. Ogren was married on the 4th of Jan- 
uary, 1868, to Carrie Larson, a daughter of 
Lewis and Bertha Larson, who was born 
February 13 Their marriage has been 
blessed viet six children, as follows—An- 
drew, born December 1, 1868, died Mareh 
17, 1870; Josephine, born July 19, 1870; 
Hilda Christine, born November 1, 1872; 
William, born April 11, 1874; Anna. Caro- 
lina, born March 31, 1876; and Alfred, born 
July 8, 1879. The family are members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

In political matters Mr. Ogren is a repub- 
lican, and he has taken an active interest in 
matters affecting the welfare of his town- 
ship as an organization. He has held vari- 
ous local offices, including those of school 
treasurer one year, and road overseer three 
years. 
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DOLPH MAASS, an enterprising, intel- 
-. ligent and successful farmer residing 
on section 3, Litchfield township, was born 
in Brandenburg, Germany, on the 14th of 
July, 1840, and is a son of John and Maria 
(Evert) Maas. The parents are both dead, 
having died in their native land. Adolph 
grew to manhood in his native land, receiy- 
ing a common-school education, and working 
most of the time on a farm. He acquired the 
sume habits of frugality and industry that 
characterizes his race and makes them the 
most desirable citizens which Minnesota has 
received from the Old World. Ino isu 
Adolph caine to the United States and set- 
tled in St. Louis county, Mo., where he re- 
miined for two years and then went to Ten- 
nessee. <A year later he went back to Mis- 
souri, and aftera year’s residence there he 
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came to Minnesota, and after remaining for 
au few months in Goodhue county, returned 
to Missouri. The following summer of 1874, 
he again came to Minnesota, and after re- 
maining for two winters in Scott county, in 
1878 he came to Meeker county, and settled 
in Litchfield township, where he has since 
lived. He has a valuable farm within easy 
each of the county seat, and there devotes 
his attention to general farming and stock- 
raising. 

Mr. Maass was married on the 17th of No- 
vember, 1877, to Miss Augusta Arndt, and 
their union has been blessed with two chil- 
dren, Frederick and Adolph, both of whom 
are still living and at home. Mrs. Maass is 
also a native of Germany. She came to the 
United States in 1868 with her parents and 
they settled in Scott county, Minn., where 
the father and mother are still living. The 
marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Maass took place 
in that county. 

In political matters Mr. Maass does not 
follow the dictates of any party, but acts in- 
dependently and votes for the man rather 
than creed. Both Mr. and Mrs. Maass are 
active members of the Lutheran Church, and 
are exemplary Christian people. 
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UKE RAILS, one of the industrious, ener- 
AS, getic and able farmers of Manannah 
township, came to Meeker county in the fall 
of 1866, with two other men, Silas and John 
Cossairt, and took up a homestead claim in 
the spring of 1867. Asan instance of his 
foresight he said to his companions, although 
they i ul no neighbors for miles, nothing 
betw een them and Manannah or Forest City, 

that inside of twenty years there would bea 
railroad through here, meaning by their 
farms or near them, and that he would buy 
a railroad “forty,” on section 8, whether he 
‘took up a homestead or not, which he accord- 
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ingly did, and in 1886 the Minneapolis and 
Pacific Railroad came to the neighborhood. 
Soon after neighbors became more plentiful 
and the vicinity settled up. 

Mr. Rails is a native of Vermillion county, 
Ill., born April 27, 1840, and is the son of 
James and Sarah (Wiles) Rails. He was 
reared in that portion of the great “ Prairie 
State,” and early in life was initiated into 
the mysteries of agriculture and hard work. 
Attaining the years of manhood, with a nat- 
ural desire for a home of his own and the 
joys of the family hearth, he was united in 
marriage, March 10, 1864, with Miss Eliza: 
A. Cossairt, a native, also, of Vermillion 
county, and the daughter of Samuel and 
Rachel (Venible) Cossairt. Shortly after 
this happy event he removed to Ford county, 
I}l., but in September, 1866, started from 
there with teams, for Stearns connty, Minn. 
In their party were Samuel Cossairt and 
family, Mr. Rails and wife, and two young 
men. On their arrival they settled here, as 
mentioned above. Mr. Rails has now a farm 
of 200 acres of land, and has -made good 
improvements on the place. Both he and 
his wife are members of the Christian 
Church at Eden Valley and zealous workers 
in the vineyard of our Lord. 

The family of Mr. and Mrs. Rails consists 
of four children—Wilhiam I., born April 26, 
1865; Samuel F., born April 1, 18715; Leslie 
E., born July 28, 1874; Edith V., born July 
23, 1879. 


ARS. MARY BELFOY (ace MeGannon), 
a resident of Litehtield, is a 
shige ot Jennings county, Ind., born July 
8, 1848, and is the daughter of Jolin and 
Mary (Carney) MeGannon, natives of Vir- 
ginia and Kentucky, respectively. She was 
united in marriage, June 11, 1862, with John 
Blackwell. 
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John Blackwell was born in Gloucester- 
shire, England, January 4, 1832, and came 
to Racker county April 15, 1857, and set- 
tled in Acton, where he was one of the pio- 
neers. Ile was a mason by trade, but found 
but little to do at that calling in the new 
country, so worked on his farm in summer 
and taught school in the winter seasons, 
being the first to teach in Litchfield town- 
ship. After his marriage he went onto his 
farm to live, and while there was interrupted 
by the news of the Indian outbreak. On the 
eventful night of August 17, 1862, he organ- 
ized a posse to go to the houses of Jones 
and Baker to assist the wounded, if any, and 
was the first to enter the Baker cabin, where 
with a steady hand he struck a light, a peril- 
ous proceeding under the circumstances, as 
he made himself a mark for any lurking foe. 
He it was that found the little child at Jones’ 
house and gave him into the hands of one of 
the men sho accompanied him. Some time 
after this he went to Anoka with his young 
wife and there remained until 1865, when he 
returned to this county and opened a store 
in the township of Ripley, now Litchfield. 
In the fall of that year he was elected to the 
office of register of deeds and removed to 
Forest City. Shortly after assuming the duties 
of that position, James M. Har vey, the clerk 
of the district court, died, and that office was 
also conferred upon Mr. Blackwell, and ashort 
time after he was also made school examiner, 
thus holding three oflices at one and the 
same time. From this time on he was an 
occupant of some of the county offices until 
his death, which took place May 24, 15709, 
while he was judge of probate. He left five 
children — Minnie, wife of F. P. Olney, of 
Litchfield; Mary J., Mrs. Charles Downey, 
of Minneapolis; Addie, George, and John 
at home, and Mattie, deceased. On the 7th 
day of January, 1881, Mrs. Blackwell was 
again married, this time to Frank Belfoy. 

Frank Belfoy was a lawyer by profession, 


| 
| 
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_America anew home. 


and a native of Prescott, Province of Onta- 
rio, Canada, born November 1, 1827. He 
came to Forest City in 1868and there estab- 
lished the pioneer journal of Meeker county, 
The News, which he edited in connection 
with his legal practice. In 1869 he removed 
to Litchfield and in 1874 he sold the sub. 
scription books and good-will of Zhe News 
to Daggett & Joubert, who consolidated with 
The Ledger, and Mr. Belfoy devoted his sole 
attention to his profession. In 1876 Mr. 
Belfoy purchased an interest in the Vews- 
Ledger with Mr. Joubert, and assumed the 
ereater share of the editorial labor, which he 
continued until July 16, 1881, when he was 
called to “ that land elysian, whose portals 
we call death.” His widow isstilla resident 
of the village of Litchfield. By her last 
union there was born one child, Frank, living 
at home with his surviving parent. 


, USTOF BERGQUIST, an energetic 
‘% and thrifty Swedish farmer of Collin- 
wood township, resides upon section 10, 
where he owns some eighty acres of land. 
His home is pleasantly located, and is sur- 
rounded by his excellent outbuildings. Ilis 
stock, to which he gives considerable atten- 
tion, is of good strains, and the place evinces 
the prosperity and care of the proprietor. 
He was born in Sweden August 2, 1831, and 
is the son of John and Eva Katrina Mag- 
ason. He made his home in his native land 
until he was about forty years of age, when, 
realizing the fact that it was almost impossi- 
ble in that section of the world for a man to 
achieve a competence, determined to seek in 
Accordingly, in 1871, 
he sailed from there, and on landing in the 
United States, went at onee to Duluth, where 
he was employed three years ina saw-mill. 
From there he removed to Thomson, this 
State, where he ran a lath mill in summer 
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for two years. In 1876 he came to Collin- 
wood township, this county, where he pur- 
chased the farm where he now lives, and set- 
tled down toan agricultural life. He has 
prospered according to his merits since com- 
ing here, and richly deserves the esteem and 
respect in which he is held by the people of 
the community. He has held the office of 
town treasurer for some three or four years, 
and being a strict member of the Lutheran 
Church, has acted as deacon and treasurer of 
that organization for some time. 

Mr. Bergquist was married May 5, 1860, 
to Miss Anna Louisa Peterson, also 
of Sweden, and daughter of Peter and Ka- 
trine Carlson. By this union there has 
been borna family of eight children, of whom 
the following is a record—Axel Edward was 
born December 25, 1861; John Siegfried was 
_ born November 2, 1864; Jennie Augusta’s 
birth took place November 4, 1867; France 
Augustus was born March 19, 1871, and died 
August 19, 1872; Anna Olize was born July 
1, 1873, and died April 19, 1885; Walter 
Emanuel was born April 23, 1879; Carl Otto, 
born July 10,1882; and August William was 
born March 24,1885. Axel E. married Miss 
Hulda Swanson, and lives on section 15, Col- 
linwood; and Jennie A., now Mrs. Theodore 
Premous, and is a resident of Dassel. 


a native 


GE JOHNSON RENOS, is a respected 
y and thrifty farmer of Acton town- 


ship, Meeker county, Minn. He is a son of 
John and Betsy Renos, and was born in 
Norway in 1825. The greater part of his 
life was spent in his native land, and he was 
married there, in October, 1860, to Miss Mary 
Gunderson. They came tothe United States 
in 1872, and for two yearsafter their arrival 
they lived in Minneapolis. At the expira- 
tion of that time they came to Acton town- 
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and worked in the pineries during the winter, | ship and purchased 120 acres of railroad land 
_ on section 19, where they still live, and where 
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they now have a comfortable home in which 
to spend their declining years. Mr. and: Mrs. 
Renos have but one child, a daughter, Betsy, 
who was born on the 27th of November, 
1865. 

Betsy Jtenos was married on the 18th of 
March, 1882, to John Jacob Oestadt, and 
they are living with her parents. They have 
been blessed with one child, Mina Helen, who 
was born on the 27th of November, 1885. The 
family are all members of the Norwegian 
Lutheran Church. 


ENRY Mc’CANN. The subject of this 

biographical sketch is a. successful 
and enterprising farmer and stock-raiser, who 
resides on section 9, Harvey township. He 
is a native of Lowell, Mass., and was born 
on the Ist of April, 1859. Tis parents, who 
were natives of Ireland, were Thomas and 
Alice (McLaughlin) McCann. . 

On the Ist of May, 1867, quite a party of 
settlers left Lowell, Mass., bent upon finding 
homes in Minnesota, the McCann family 
being among the number. They finally 
arrived at Clearwater, and from there, with 
teams, they made their way across the 
country to Forest City. Thomas McCann, 
the father of our subject, located on section 
10, in Harvey township, where he remained 
for seven years, and then removed to Manan- 
nab township, where he still resides. 

Henry McCann remained at home until 
he had arrived at the age of twenty-one 
years, when he began making his own way 
in the world. With the exception of one 
winter spent in the pineries, his home has 
been in Harvey township, constantly, since 
that time. Ile now has a valuable farm of 
120 acres, and a comfortable home. A good 
share of his place is under a high state of 
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cultivation, and, in connection with his 
general farming operations, he carries on 
stock-raising to a considerable extent. In 
political matters he votes the democratic 
ticket, and is regarded as one of the leading 
citizens of the township in which he resides. 

Our subject was married on the 24th of 
November, 1584, to Miss Katie A. Mitchell, 
_and they have been the parents of two chil- 
dren, as follows—Miss Allice, born Mareh 1, 
1886; and Harry, born March 15, 1888. 
Both Mr. and Mrs. McCann are deyout and 
active members of the Catholic Church. 
The marriage of our subject and his lady 
took place at East Minneapolis, the cere- 
mony being performed by the Rey. Father 
O'Reilly, of St. Anthony church. 


* 
SEB 
. 


SQ\ANIEL McLANE. The subject of the 
SY following biography is one of the 
finest representatives of a class of foreign- 
born citizens, who have brought the thrift 
and energy, which was their only heritage 
in their native land, to this country, with its 
great possibilities, and are accomplishing the 
best results in their application under the 
influence of American institutions. 

Mr. McLane is a native of County Antriin, 
Ireland, born October 9, 1854, and is the son 
of Patrick and Marian (Close) McLane. Te 
was reared inthe Emerald Isle and remained 
in the land of his birth until 1879, when, with 
a natural wish to better his fortune, he crossed 
the stormy bosom of the Atlantic, landing at 
New York City. From there he proceeded 
to Chicago, but, a few months later, in 1880, 
came to Litchfield and opened the wholesale 
and retail grocery store now under the pro- 
prietorship of W. II. Dart, building the store 
building in the summer of 18st. Le re- 
mained in this line of trade until ISS87, when, 
being desirous of a change in his business, he 
sold out to Mr. Dart, as he had the previous 
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year entered intoa copartnership with L. D. 
Crowe, in the agricultural implement busi- 
ness. Devoting his abundant energies to 
this line of trade Mr. McLane is rapidly and 
surely acquiring a prominent place among 
the business men of this section of the State, 
and has the warmest respect and esteem of 
his fellow-citizens. 


Io) ETER J. LUND, one of the pioneers 
>“ of Meeker county, and the first. set- 
tler in Acton township, still has his resi- 
dence on the southeast quarter of section 4, 
where he first located in 1857. 

Mr. Lund is a native of Skone, Sweden, 
born October 2, 1821, and came to this coun- 
try in 1852. After short stays in Knoxville 
and Moline, lll, he located in Chisago 


county, this State, where he remained until 


coming here. During the Indian troubles he 
suffered much loss of property, the savages 
burning his houses, stealing his horses and 
running off his stock. He heard of the out- 
rage and left his house in a hurry with his 
family to Forest City, and Jeaving them in 
safety returned to his place with six or seven 
neighbors, for he had considerable provi- 
sions, ete., in his house, which he had accu- 
mulated to sell to such of his neighbors as 
needed them. They approached the house 
‘autiously, seeing everywhere the evidences 
of the Indians having been about, and did 
not dare to light a candle or even a match. 
The house had been broken open and Mr. 
Lund, entering, could see by the dim lght 
that the drawers and trunks had been forced 
and their clothing stolen. Ife went up stairs 
and dropped two sacks of flour to the 
friends below, and, taking a trunk that was 
still intact, left. These depredations he lays 
to the Home Guards, as the Indians had not 
been there yet, but at the time he did not 
know it. After loading these things on a 
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sled, they got a yoke of the neighbors’ oxen 
which they hitched to it, and drove out on 
the prairie, where the others had congre- 
gated with their teams. All being afraid, 
he volunteered to lead, but confesses that he 
lay pretty close to the sled and kept his 
eyes wide open for Indians. They got 
through safely to Forest City, although the 

rages shortly afterwards burned his house 
and destroyed all the property they could. 
During the attack on the stockade at Forest 
City, on the morning of the 4th of Septem- 
ber, Mr. Lund says that an opening existed 
in the line of fortification on the north side, 
and that while he and another man held 
poles and planks across the opening, Hamlet 
Stevens, now the banker at Litchfield, calmly 
nailed them fast, although the bullets were 
singing round their heads pretty freely, and 
also says that Mr. Stevens built the first 
house in Grove City, while he boarded with 
Mr. Lund. 

My. Lund has now a fine farm of 350 acres 
of land, although he was a poor man when 
he came here. Jle was married, in May, 
1850, in Sweden, to Miss Ellen Nelson, who 
is the mother of seyen children—<Anna, 
deceased ; Ingra, Sarah, Joanna, Amy, and 
Nels, descesed: 


,OUIS MARTENSON, a respected farm- 

+ er, residing on section 25, Litchfield 
nae is a son of Marten sid Pernella 
Larsen, and was born in Sweden on the 6th 
of September, 1844. He lived with his 
parents in the old country until 1872, when 
he came to the United States with Peter 
Martenson and Peter Olson, and the party 
settled in Meeker county, Minn. 

In 1879 Louis Martenson was married to 
Anna Johnson. She was born in Sweden 
February 10, 1859, and came to America 
With her parents, Jonas and Lovisa Johnson, 
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in 1869. Her father died in 1870, and. her 
mother lives with Louis and his wife. Four 
children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Martenson, as follows—Emma Lovise, born 
May 28, 1880; Axel Albert, born October 
15, 1882; Oscar Louander, born February 
14,1855; and Marten Edward, born August 
14,1887. Mr. Martenson devotes his entire 
time to farming and stock-raising and is very 
successful. His good management, economy 
and enterprise have not been without their 
reward, and he is now in comfortable circum- 
stances and has a pleasant home. He hag 
also met with some serious reverses in the 
way of loss of crops. In 1887 his crops were 
almost wholly destroyed by the terrific hail- 
storm which swept over this portion of the 
county. 


ett 


EV. HUGH McDEVITT, resident priest 
t of the Catholic Church at Manannah, 

is a native of County Donegal, Ireland, Gord 
on the 3d of February, 1843, and is the son 
of Winifrede O'Flaherty and William 
McDevitt. He received his education in the 
Missionary College of All Hallows, Dublin ; 
promoted to the order of priesthood on the 
27th of June, 1865, and served for soine years 
as a missionary In the diocese of Sydney, N. 
S. W. Returning to Ireland, with the per- 
mission of his superiors he came to America, 
and became affiliated with the Diocese of St. 
Paul many years ago. Tle is now under thie 
jurisdiction of Bishop Ireland. Prior to 
his coming to Manannah, he served in the 
missions of Chatfield, Pine Island and Bell 
Creek, with excellent results. On the re- 
moval of Father King to St. Stephen's 
church, he was requested by the bishop to 
succeed Father King, and came to Litchtield 
on the Ist of May, Manannah was 
then united to Litchfield, services being held 
every alternate Sunday. 
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sity of Manannah having a resident priest, 
he mentioned the matter to the bishop, who 
gave him every encouragement in his under- 
taking. He immediately began the erection 
of the pastoral residence, at a cost of $2,000. 
The congregation was rejoiced that a priest 
was to reside with them; all subscribed 
nobly, and cobperated with their priest in 
providing every requisite. Ile is a priest 
strict in all church matters, kind, but firm in 
what he considers his duty both to churchand 
people. We wish him God-speed in all his 
undertakings and best endeavors for the wel- 
fare and good of his congregation, and to cul- 
tivate the portion of his Master’s vineyard 
entrusted to his care with Heaven's choicest 
flowers. 
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ioe W. KNIGHT, dealer in tubular 
“} well machinery, wood pumps, rubber 
goods and engine extras, and one of the prom- 
inent businessmen of Litchfield, is an old set- 
tler in Meeker county. Mr, Knight is a native 
of Bwrilville, R.J., born on the 18th of 
August, 1841. Jlis parents were William 
and Abigail (Olney) Knight, both natives of 
Massachusetts, whose forefathers en both 
sides were among the first settlers of that 
region, and the mother’s brother, Wilson 
Olney, was an Indian agent in Massachu- 
setts many years ago. 

- The subject of this sketch was one of a 
family of six children, as follows — William 
Henry, of Swanzey, N. H., where he has 
been steadily employed ina bucket factory 
for thirty years; Abigail, now Mrs. C. C. Car- 
penter, of Graceville, Minn.; John W.; Liz- 
zie G., now Mrs. Fitch, of Swanzey, N. I,; 
Mary, now Mrs. White, of Keene, N. IL; 
Dutte §., of Hinsdale, N. IL, an 
ina large blanket factory; and Hattie N., 
now a Mrs. White, of Keene, N. H. 

John W. Knight remained with his parents 
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working ona farm and attending school when 


opportunity offered until he was eighteen 
years of age, when he purchased his * time” 
of his father and began life on his own 
account. He worked in factories and at 
whatever he found profitable until Mareh 3, 
1861, when he enlisted in Coinpany K, Sec- 
ond New IJampshire Infantry for three years 
service. He was mustered in at Concord, 
N. H., on the 4th of April and his regiment 
was assigned to the Army of the Potomac. 
The first actual service was at the siege of 
Yorktown, Va., under Gen. G. B. McClellan. 
From there they went to Wilhamsbure with 
the division under General Hooker, and there 
Mr. Knight was seriously wounded by the 
concussion of a.shell; a comrade to his right . 
having his head taken off, and one to his left 
having a leg amputated by the same shell. 
Mr. Knight was taken to the Williamsburg 
hospital and a short time later to the York- 
town hospital, and there remained until the 
latter place was evacuated. He was finally 
mustered out and discharged for disability 
July 31, 1863, at Concord, N.H. ~~ 

On the 27th of August, 1863, he was mar- 
ried by Rey. 8. S. Dudley to Miss Abbie DP. 
Fletcher, a native of Acworth, N. H., born 
March 18, 1845. <A short time later they 
went to Winchendon, Mass., where Mr. 
Knight was engaged in the sewing machine 
factory of Goodspeed & Weyman, for about 
one year, when he went to Marlborough, 
N. II. Ashort time later he went to Bellows 
Falls, Vt., and remained there until May, 1866, 
when he cameto Meeker county, Minn. Ile’ 
selected a homestead on section 28, in For- 
est City township, and commenced improv- 
ing his land, erecting the kind of a cabin 
customary with the early settlers. Lis fam- 
ily arrived in October of the same year. 
Mr. Knight remained on his farm for seven 
years, When he sold out and removed to 
Litchfield, where for a year he followed car- 
pentering and draying. In 1878 he went 
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into the pump business which he has followed 
constantly since. In 1886, in company with 
his son, Wilmer W., he opened a shop in 
Paynesville, Stearns county, which his son 
now conducts. Mr. and Mrs. Knight are the 
parents of five living children —Wilmer W., 
born in New Hampshire, November 28, 1864, 
now in Paynesyille, Minn.; Almon E, and 
Almina E., born in Forest City, April 21, 
1869; Elsie V., born in Forest City, October 

93. 1873; Ernest A., died at the age of four- 
teen months; and Inez O., born at Litch- 
field, May 31, 1879. The family are mem- 
bers of the Christian Church. 
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[:\ DAM BROWER, an enterprising, and 
progressive farmer of Kingston town- 
ship, line on section 16, is a native of Jen- 
nings county, Ind., born June 29, 1840, and 
is the son of Adam and Jeannette (McMur- 
chey) Brower. His father, who was the son 
of Peter Brower, a native of Holland, who 
had settled in this country some time before, 
was born in Gloucester county, N. J., April 
13, 1802, and moved with his parents to 
Jaremont county, Ohio, in 1816, where he 
was married October 12, 1824, and there car- 
ried on brickmaking and farming. Ile was 
one of the representative men of that portion 
of the State, and on moving, in 1838, to Jen- 
nings county, IJnd., carried his popularity 
with him. IHewassoonelected to the magis- 
trate’s bench, upon which he served some 
thirteen years, and his decisions were such 
that but one was ever appealed from. 

“ Ripe in wisdom was he, but patient and 
simple and clildtike.” He connected him- 
self with the Methodist Church in 1825, and 
was licensed to preach in 1845. Ilis voice 
was ever heard against slavery and intem- 
perance, and his walk and conversation were 
in consonance with his teaching. Ife is still 
living in his Indiana home, having raised a 
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family of thirteen children, of whom the fol- 
lowing is the record —James, moved to Harri- 
son county, Mo., in 1853, and represented 
his district twice in the legislature; Sarah, 
living in Rush county, Ind.; Almeda, whose 


home is still in Jennings county; George 
and Adam, living in Minnesota; Margaret, 


in Jefferson county, Ind.; Jennette, in Marion 
county; Lemuel, in Hendricks county; and 
John. The latter, a brave and gallant. sol- 
dier, died of starvation and exposure in one 
of the loathsome prison pens of the rebels 
during the late war. 

The subject of this sketch enlisted, also, in 
April, 1861, in the Sixth Indiana. Infantry, 
and, after serving his three months with that 
regiment, re- enlisted, § September 14, in Com- 
pany H, Twenty-Seventh Indiana Infantry, 
and with that famous band of heroes partici- 
pated in many of the bloodiest battles of the 
war, among which were Winchester, Chan- 
cellorsville, Gettysburg, in the east, and, after 
they were transferred to the Cumberland, 
Resaca and Altoona. He was wounded in 
the latter conflict, and was laid up in the 
hospital for a few weeks. Ile was mustered 
out, at Indianapolis, September 14, 1865. - He 
was taken prisoner by the rebels at the bat- 
tle of Winchester, May 25, 1862, and kept 
by them until September 20th, following, 
when he was exchanged and resumed duty. 

In February, 1867, our subject 
Meeker county, and purchased the place 
where he now lives. For the first three 
years of his residence here he was engaged 
in brickmaking in the village, but at the 
expiration of that time took up farming. 
Tiwo seasons since that he has been in tlhe 
sume business, and a part of the time in the 
sawmill at Dassel. 

Mr. Brower was married, October 4, 
to Miss Flora E. DeCoster, a native of Mas- 
sachusetts, and daughter of Albert DeCoster, 
of Massachusetts. By this union there have 
been born four children, namely—Adam A., 
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whose birth took place August 3, 1870; 
Claude D., born September 28, 1871; Daisy, 
born December 12, 1874; and Frederick G., 
born January 6, 1883. 

Mr. Brower is a republican in politics, and 
is the clerk of the school district in which he 
lives. 


OHN RALSTON, one of the most sue- 
=J cessful, prominent and leading farmers 
and stock-raisers in Meeker county, is a resi- 
dent of section 25, Harvey township. He 
was born inthe Province of Quebec, Canada, 
of Scotch parents, on the 2d of March, 1837, 
and his early days were spent in his native 
Province, where he received the education 
afforded by the facilities of those days and 
he received the same training as to industry 
and frugality that is characteristic of the 
people of that nationality. 

In March, 1858, he came to Meeker county, 
Minn., and spent one month in what is now 
Harvey township. At theexpiration of that 
time he went to Minneapolis and spent the 
summer, returning to Meeker county in the 
winter, working at stone masonry most of 
the time during this period. Five years later 
he again returned to Minneapolis, where he 
remained three years, and since that time he | 
has made his home in JJarvey township. He | 
has one of the most valuable and best im- | 
proved farms in the county, and his suecess- | 
ful and able business management is abund. | 
antly evidenced by his present standing, as 
he is rated as one of the most solid and sub- 
stantial citizens in the northern part of 
Meeker county. He carries on diversified | 
farming, together with stock-raising, exten- 


sively, and his place is well arranged for his | 
work. 

Mr. Ralston was married, on March 13, 
1869, to Miss Sarah L. Wilkinson, of the 
Province of Quebee, and they have been 
parents of two children—John E., deceased, | 


and Jane E., who is still at home. The 
family are members of the Presbyterian 
Church. Mr. Ralston does not take an ac- 
tive part in political matters, at least so far 
as office seeking is concerned, and in those 
matters he does not follow the arbitrary dic- 
tation of party, but acts in an independent 
manner. 
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co ONORABLE LOUIS RUDBERG, one 
“sf of Dassel’s respected and honored 
deceased citizens, who was identified with its 
early development, was a native of Sweden, 
and came to Meeker county in 1866 and took 
a homestead. He was at that time a 
young unmarried man, and did not remain 
upon the farms steadily, but when the St. 
Paul & Pacific Railroad was being’ built 
through the county in 1869, he entered their 
employ as carpenter, he having learned that 
trade. He remained with them until 1872, 
at which date he came to Dassel village and 
entered into the mercantile business, and 
remained in that line until his death, which 
occurred in January, 1884. While a resident . 
here, in 1876, he was elected a member of 
the Minnesota State Legislature, and served 
one term with credit. 
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ETER PETERSON, a farmer of Acton 
township, belongs to a family that 
has a number of representatives scattered 
through the Northwest. <A sister is now Mrs. 
Laurits Frogner, of Atwater; one of his 
brothers, Frederick Peterson, also lives in 
Atwater, where he works in an elevator: 
and another brother, Nels, is inspector in an 
elevator at Fisher's Landing, Dak. 

Peter Peterson, the subject of this biogra- 
phy, was born in Denmark on the 21st of 
August, 18359, and is ason of Peterand Anna 
Peterson. Ile came to the United States in 
1873, and at once settled in Acton township, 
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Meeker county, Minn. 
eighty acres on section 31, but has since 
bought an additional eighty, so that his farm 
now consists of 160 acres, a large share of 
which is under a high state of cultivation. 
His place is improved with substantial and 
comfortable farm buildings, and he has it 
well stocked with horses and cattle. In ad- 
dition to his farming operations he has a feed 
mill on his place, which he operates for the 
convenience of himself and neighbors. 

Mr. Peterson was married, in 1863, to Anna, 
a daughter of Peter and Anna Christina 
Peterson. The following is a record of the 
births and deaths of the children that have 
been born to them—Mary, born December 
21, 1863, died June 15, 1866 ; Mary Christina, 
born September 6, 1866, died in June, 1871; 
Peter, born August 1, 1868, died in October, 
1869; Rasmus, born November 16, 1872, died 
in May, 1874; Mary, born August 10, 1575, 
died in August 1878; Anna P., born Decem- 
ber 16, 1876; Marius, born January 27, 1878, 
died in August, 1878; Peter and Gogen 
(twins), born March 11, 1881, both died early 
in 1882. The family are members of the 
Norwegian Lutheran Church. Mr. Peterson 
is arepublican in political matters, and has 
taken an active interest in aJ] matters which 
affect the township’s welfare. It is well 
worthy of notice in this connection that Mr. 
Peterson is an old soldier, having served ten 
months in the regular army before leaving 
Denmark. 


aN 


C) LE KITTLESON, a prominent old set- 
tler who resides on section 31, Litch- 


field township, is a native of Norway, born 
in 1844,and a son of Kittle and Carrie Ilar- 
In 1846 he eame to the United 
States with his parents and they settled in 
Tock county, Wis., where they remained 
until 1857, and then removed to Meeker 


oldson. 


oF be 


county, Minn., and the family settled on sec- 
tion 30, Litchfield township. Ole Iittleson 
was only a boy of eighteen years of age at 
the time the outbreak of the Indians be- 
gan, but the duties of a man devolved upon. 
him. He assisted in the burial of the first 
five victims, and was one of the pursuing 
party that chased the redskins who came 
upon the ground while the inquest was being 
held. When the danger seemed to have 
passed, he and his father and brothers. re- 
turned to their unfinished harvesting, but 
the news of the bloody massacres and mur- 
ders that followed, drove them to Forest ‘City 
for refuge. The family spent the following 
winter of 1862-63, on the old Gitchell place, 
near Kingston, but Ole stayed a portion of 
the time on the old claim, sleeping in the 
housealone. In 1863 they gathered together 
what stock there was left and did a little 
farming. 

Ole Kittleson finally purchased a farm ad- 
joining that of his father’s and went to farm- 
ing on his own account. He has been very 
successful and now hasa valuable farm, upon 
which he devotes his time, carrying on diver- 
sified farming and stock-raising. In 1869 he 
was married to Sarah Halverson Ness, a 
daughter of Ole Ialverson. Ness. Their 
mnarriage has been blessed with eight children, 
seven of whom are living — Carrie, Christian, 
Olavus, Mary, Henry, George and Ida. At 


the time of the grasshopper plague in Tsi%, 
Mr. Kittleson lost about all his crops, hay- 


ing sown seventy bushels and only raised 
five. 

Mr. Kittleson has taken an active interest 
in all matters affecting the welfare of his 
township, and is justly regarded as one of 
the and substantial 
county. He has held various township offices 
and has been school director of his district 
for over twenty years. The family are 
members of the Ness Norwegian Lutheran 
Church. 
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ae M. ANGIER, of Litch- 
S-} field, is a native of Chenango county, 
N. Y., born October 24, 1835, and is the son 
of Roland and Mary (Marsh) Angier. Both 
of his parents were natives of Massachusetts 
who had come to the Empire State in youth, 
and were married there. Shortly after the 
birth of If. M. the couple reinoved to Porter 
county, Ind., where they resided until 1859, 
when they came to Meeker county, and set- 
tled in Greenleaf township, where they died, 
the father in 1867, the mother in 1873. — 
Henderson M. remained with his parents 
until August, 1855, when he was united in 
marriage with Miss Mary J. Crosby, a 
native of Schenectady county, N. Y., and 
the young people remained in Indiana until 
the spring of 1859, when they came to 
Meeker county, arriving here June 19th, of 
that year. The next year they settled upon 
section 10, Greenleaf, on which they lived 
until June, 1862, when they removed to 
Litchfield township, Mr. Angier taking up a 
' homestead on section 12,and commencing to 
get out the timber for a house, when his 
operations were interrupted by the Indian 
outbreak. .The night before that event he 
was at Forest City, attending a war meeting, 
but, on hearing the news, decided to remain 
and help defend this portion of the country 
against the savages, and accordingly went 
to I*orest City and took charge of the crew 
who were getting out the timbers for the 
stockade. Je was on many of the expedi- 
tions, which issued forth from that place to 
Jook up the missing and bury the dead set- 
tlers, and did valiant service at the fort 


during the night of the attack on Forest. 


City. Jle was one of the volunteers who 
went out to rescue the party in the old house 
in the timber, and collect the loose stock the 
next morning, and stood next to Olson when 
the latter was wounded, and helped assist 
him and William Branham, who was also 
wounded, back to the stockade. 


MEEKER COUNTY, MINNESOTA. 


Mr. Angier remained in Forest City until 
the spring of 1863, when he went to Ilinois 
for his family, whither he had sent them for 
safety, and returned to Forest City in 1865, 
stopping for some time in Clearwater on his 
return. In 1866 he returned to his farm 
and finished building his house, begun four 
years before. There he remained until 1873, 
when he removed to Union Grove, but one 
year later removed to the village of Litch- 
field, where he now lives. In the spring of 
1878 he was elected city marshal, and has 
held that office and that of deputy sheriff, 
ever since. He is a member of the Masonic 
fraternity and of the A. O. U. W., and was the 
Grand Representative to the State lodge of 
the latter for two years. He is also an 
active temperance man and worker. 


GB 
“XARL JOHN GOTTFRIED HANSON, 


-Y is an enterprising farmer who is 
located on section 26, in Litchfield town- 
ship. Ile is ason of Bengt and Elna Han- 
son, and was born in the city of Hamburg, 
Germany, while the family were en route 
from Sweden to the United States, and is ¢ 
twin brother of Nels C. G. Hanson, a mer- 
chant in Litchfield. His father, Bengt Han- 
son, is one of the most prosperous farmers in 
this part of the county, and noticed at length 
elsewhere in this volume. Carl was reared 
on his father’s farm, receiving good educa- 
tional advantages in the Litchfield schools. 
During the summer of 1886 he erected a 
house on that portion of the original Llansen 
farm located on sections 26 and 27, and 
embarked in the business of farming on_ his. 
own-account. On the 4th of November of 
the same year, he was united in marriage 
with Emma C. Lindberg. She is a daughter 
of Hans and Carrie Lindberg, and was born 
in Sweden October 31, 1867. They have 
one child—Lily—a bright little babe, which 
was born to them on the 29th of July, 1ss7- 
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Mr. Hanson attends closely to his business 
of farming and stock raising, and justly 
ranks as one of the most substantial young 
farmers of the county. [leis a member o 
Golden Fleece Lodge No. 89, A. F. & 0 
M.,.of Litchfield. 
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AMES H. McKENNEY, one of the ac- 

tive, enterprising business men of the 
Village of Dassel, is a native of Limerick, 
oul county, Ate. born March 26, 1843, 
and is the son of Henry and Nancy (Jack) 
McKinney, both of whom, as well as the 
grandparents of our subject, were natives of 
the same State. 

When the subject of this memoir was some 
ten years of age the angel of death invaded 
the household and bore away the loving 
mother; and the family circle was broken. 
Young McKenney remained in his native 
town until his nineteenth year, receiving the 
elements of a good education, finishing the 
last three years at the academy, and laying 
the broad foundation upon which he has 
built his present fortune, and in 1862 re- 
moved to Charleston, Mass., where he was 
engaged as clerk in a wholesale and retail 
grocery store. On the 29th of September, 
1865, he left that city by the sea for Minne- 
sota, and for the next year or more, followed 
teaching at Anoka. In the spring of 1867 
he removed to Anderson, Ind., at which point 
he entered into the saw-mill and lumber busi- 
ness and continued in that line until 1874, 
when the mill was burned down, involving a 
loss to him of some $7,000, The next spring 
he returned to Anoka and taught the same 
school which he had taught in 1865. He re- 
mained in that place until 1877, when he re- 
moved to Wright county, and one year later 
to Meeker county. He was engaged in school 

teaching near Spring Lake and at Beaver 


| 
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Dam until the fall of 1878, when he came to 
Dassel, and for two years filled the position 
of principal of the village schools. In the 
fall of 1880, Mr. McKenney bought an inter- 
est in the Dassel elevator, and took charee of 
the business, and since that time, has acquired 
by purchase almost all the shares in the same, 
and now has full control of it. The elevator 
has a capacity of 45,000 bushels, and his 
business reached the shipment of 65,000 
bushels of wheat during the year 1887. 

Mr. McKenney was united in marriage, in 
Anderson, Ind., December 26, 1865, with 
Miss Lydia J. Isley, who died December 17, 


1870, leaving one child, which died in infancy 


December 25, 1881. Mr. McKenney again 
entered the married state, wedding Miss 
Emma E. Wolsey, a native of Stockbridge, 
Wis., who has become the mother of two 
children—Henry B., and Gertrude A. 


\,UKE D. CROWE, the junior partner in 
2X8, the firm of McLane & Crow e, agricul- 
tural implement dealers, Litchfield, is a fair 
specimen of the representative class of citi 
zens of Meeker county, who, by their native 
ability, are fast taking rank among the best 
business men of this section of the State. 

He is anative of County Galway, Ireland, 
born in 1853, and is theson of George J. and 
Jane Crowe, with whom he came to Meeker 
county in 1870. His father purchased a 
farm in the town of Litchfield, and settled 
down to the quiet pursuits of agriculture. 
Luke D., whose home training was under the 
tender influences of his mother’s care, grew 
to manhood and helped his father in the man- 
ifold cares devolving upon the industrious 
farmer, until he attained the age of twenty- 
five years. About that time our subject re- 
moved to Traverse county, Minn., where he 
filed a homestead and tree claim, and 
mide his residence there for six years.  Jte- 
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turning to his home, upon the farm of his 
father, in this county, he 
son, and in 1886 came to the city of Litch- 
field, and, in company with Daniel McLane, 
opened a warehouse for the sale of agricul- 
tural implements, and is now in the full tide 
of the success that invariably awaits honest 
and unremitting attention to business and 
straightforward dealing. 
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\ Ng ARS P. SORENSON, one of the most 

AS, successful and enterprising stock-raisers 
and general farmers in Meeker county, re- 
sides on section 17, Danielson township, 
where he located in 1876. He is a son of 
Soren and Mary Christianson, and was born 
in Denmark on the Ist of May, 1852. His 
early life was one of toil and hardship, as he 
has relied upon his own exertions ever since 
he arrived at the age of fourteen years. As 
he grew to manhood he spent three years in 
the regular army of Denmark. Tis parents 
were also natives of Denmark, who remained 
in the land of their birth until their deaths. 
In 1876, Lars P., in company with his brother 
John, came to the United States, and made 
his way directly to Meeker county, Minn., 
and together they purchased 240 acres on 
section 17, in Danielson townshiv. He has 
since purchased his brother’s interest. Ie 
has erected farm buildings whichare a credit 
to the township, and plainly evidence his 
thrift and enterprise. He has a substantial 
story-and-a-half house, 18x 24 feet in size, 
with an addition 10x 18 feet, and his barn is 
32x 72 feet in dimensions with twenty-foot 
posts, besides which he has a good granary, 
machinery sheds and other farm Waghee: 
Ile devotes his time to diversified farming, 
and in company with A. Nelson, is raising 
pure-bred Holstein cattle. Mr. Sorenson has 
taken an interest in the affairs of his town- 
ship, and has held the office of township 
treasurer for two years. 


remained one sea- | Johanna Dotha Jacobson, 


Sorenson was married to Miss 
and their union 
has been blessed with three children—Soren 
Christen, born June 3, 1880; Andrew, born 
April 12, 1882; and Martin Jorgen, born 
April 18, 1888. Mrs. Sorenson is a daughter 
of Andrew and Sarah Jacobson. She was 
born on the 19th of December, 1852, and 
came to ie United States with her parents 
in July, 1872. 
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ALPH D. GRINDALL, one of the 

most successful and prominent stock 
raisers and general farmers in the southern 
portion of Meeker county, is a resident of 


In 1879, Mr. 


section 8, Cedar Mills township. He is a 
native of Hancock county, Me. and was 
. born on the 20th of November, 1827. Wis: 


parents were Elijah W. and Caroline B. 
(Higeins) Grindall, both of whom were 
natives of Maine. His grandfather, on his 
father’s side, was a native of the Isle of 
Wight, who settled at the town of Penob- 
scot at an early day ; and when the English 
came to build their forts at Castine, he was 
pressed into the English service, and worked 
upon the fort during the summer of 1812: 
receiving compensation at the rate of eight 
cents per day. talph’s grandfather IMig- 
gins, was a native of Nurs Scotia, who at 
an early day settled on LBartlett’s Island, 
where the mother of our subject, Caroline 
LB. Higgins, was born February 21, 1806. 
Elijah W. Grindall, the father of our sub- 
ject, was born Sept. 2, 1804. IIe married 
Miss Higgins on the 4th of January, 1827, 
and remained in his native State—Maine— 
until 1854, when he came to Minnesota, and 
opened up a farm near St. Anthony. Ile 
remained there until the time of his death, 


June 28, 1872, and his widow still resides in 
Minneapolis. 
Ralph D. Grindall remained with his 


parents until he was nineteen years of age, 
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and then bought “his time” of his father, 
and for the two years immediately follow- 
ing he was employed at whatever he could 
find to do, a portion of the time working for 
his father. Ie then followed teaming and 
in 1851 had the misfortune to lose by fire 
five horses, wagons, harness, etc. In August, 


1852, he was married to Miss Sophrona L. 
Howard, a native of Maine. Mr. Grindall 


remained at Bangor, in his native State, 
until 1854, when he went to Kansas and 
spent a few months, helping to erect the first 
mill that was built on the present site of 
Lawrence. In the fall of the same year he 
came to St. Anthony, Minn., but only stayed 
a short time and then went to Chicago 
where, during the following winter (1854-55) 
he had gener: al charge of transfer work and 
collecting bills for the Michigan Southern 
& Northern Indiana Railroad. In the spring 
of 1855 he engaged in farming near Dnu- 
buque, Iowa, and the following fall again 
came to St. Anthony, Minn. He put up the 
first slanghter house in Minneapolis for 
Allan Hammond, after which he followed 
butchering at Fort Snelling for Pettijohn & 
Steele. In thespring of 1856 he engaged in 
the same business at St. Anthony and 
remained there until the spring of 1861. In 
1856 he had purchased forty acres of land 
near Minneapolis.’ [It is now in the heart 
of the city.} In the spring of 1861 he put 
in a crop on thisland, and then went to work 
with a government surveying party in the 
western part of the State, ranning township 
lines, and remained at this work until the 
following fall. Tle then returned to St. An- 
thony, and on the 6th of May, 1862, he had 
the misfortune to lose his house by fire, and 
With it the accumulations of ten vears’ hard 
labor. He built another house during the 
suminer and also carried on his farm. When 
the Indian outbreak occurred in August, 
1862, he enlisted in Northup’s Cavalry, and 
spent some time at Fort Ridgely, and then 
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he returned to St. 
in farming. 


Anthony and engaged 
During the winter of 1Su7-6s 
he followed teaming from Minneapolis to 
Meeker county, making nine trips, and 
during the following winter he followed the 
same business from Greenleaf to Clearwater 
and from Hutchinson to Carver. In the 
spring of 1868 Mr. Grindall came to his 
present farm in Cedar Mills township, hiay- 
ing purchased 360 acres of his farm in Is6z, 
and commenced to improve it. He has met 
with some reverses, especially during 1876 
and 1877 when his crops were destroyed by 
the grasshoppers. Upon the whole, however, 
he has been very successful in his farming 
operations. He has a splendid farm of 440 
acres of jand and carries on general farming 
and stock-raising, devoting especial attention 
to breeding thorough-bred Short-horn stock. 
Among the fine animals which Mr. Grindall 
has recently added to his herd are the fol- 
lowing: “Roan Duchess of Oxford 8th, 
from one of the oldest tribes on record ; 
“Oxford Wild Eyes 2d,” another animal of 
pure breeding ; and a Short- horn bull, “ Duke 
of Mihnsandbee? All of these magnificent 
animals are registered, pure bred and have 
splendid pedigrees. 

Since his settlement here Mr. Grindall has 
taken an active interest in public affairs and 
fioures prominently in the official history of 
the township. He has held about all the 
various township offices and is now township 
treasurer. He has taken a prominent part 
in educational matters and aided in securing 
the erection of the first school-house in the 
township. 

Mr. and Mrs. Grindall are the parents of 
six living children, as follows Wilbur I, 
born May 16, 1858; Emma M., born May 5, 
1860; Famny G., horn September 19, 1625. 
Mortimer C., born January 20, 1865 ; Edwin 
W., born October 29, 1867; and Eva 
born August 16, 1869. The three following 


named children are deceased — George 
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Edward, born October 8, 1853 ; Louisa, born 
May 4, 1856; and Ernest R., born Septem. 
ber 19, 1862. 

We take pleasure in presenting a portrait 
of Mr. Grindall in another department of 
this volume. 
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OY M. CASE, one of the young and 
e\ enterprising agricuiturists of Col- 
linwood township, makes his home upon his 
farm on section 21. Jle isa native of Wau- 
pun, Dodge county, Wis., born March 25, 
1853, and is the son of Royal T. and Almira 
¥. (Batcheller) Case, natives of the State of 
Vermont. Iis father wasa farmer and upon 
the farm our subject was reared. When he 
was about eight vears old his parents re- 
moved to this State and located at Plain- 
view, where they purchased a farm, and 
there made their home until the spring of 
1869. During that year they moved to the 
neighborhood of Hutchinson, where they 
lived until coming to this county in 1873. 
They settled in Collinwood on section 27, 
where the mother died October 29, 187%, 
and the father February 14, 1886. 

The subject of our sketch was an inmate of 
his father’s house until his marriage with 
Miss Catherine Ann Grant, on October 17, 
1882. The lady is the daughter of James 
and Rebeeca Grant, and was born in Jen- 
nines county, Ind., December 18, 1562, 
and is a most accomplished musician, as are 
most of the family. When Mr. Case was mar- 
ried he had but little of this world’s gioods, but 
purchasing a farm of fifty acres upon section 
21, on time, and by diligence and industry 
has reclaimed it from its original state of 
wildness and cleared it of debt. He isa 
finished musician, and has traveled, giving 
lessons and selling instruments. ILis estima- 
ble wife has largely contributed toward 
their success in life by her industry: and 
economy. 
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ONORABLE O. M. LINNELL, of Ac. 
_ton township, is one of the most 
prominent citizens of Meeker county. Ie 
was born near Wexid, in Sweden, on the 
21st of April, 1840, and is a son of Maenus 
Jonason and Lisa C. (Falk) Linnell. With 
his parents he came to the United States in 
1852, and they settled on Lake Chisago, in 
Chisago county, Minn., the same year. ©. 
M. Linnell, being the oldest in the family, 
had to work very hard in the summer time 
to help his father clear off a farm in the 
heavy timber and had to work out for oth- 
ers to earn money for clothing. Most of the 
year 1857 was put in at and around the city 
of Superior, Wis., when the noted hard times 
in Minnesota set in, of 1857, 1858 and 1859, 
when it was next to an impossibility to get 
a dollar in money. The winter of 1859 and 
1860 our subject spent near St. Joe, La., cut- 
ting cordwood, where money was paid for 
labor. He was there offered the charge of 
a cordwood landing, with three large wood 
barges and twelve negroes, but could not 
stand it to hear the abuse of the Southerners 
toward the Northern men, nor see the abuse 
of the slaves; so in April he went back to 
his home in Minnesota, where he remained 
with his parents part of the time, and to 
earn money for the family worked on the St. 
Croix river during the summers, on the logs, 
driving, or on the booms. In August, 1862, 
he enlisted in Company C, Seventh Minne- 
sota Volunteer Infantry, and was mustered 
inat Fort Snelling, just at the time the Sioux 
Indians’ noted massacre broke out in the 
town of Acton, where Mr. Linnell now lives. 
Company ©, of the Seventh Minnesota Infin- 
try, was sent on foot, marching to Fort lip- 
ley without having time to wait for uni- 
forms. They received bright, shining Spring- 
field rifles, but not a single cartridge. It 
looked, as the boys used to express it, * kind 
of funny to meet the savage Indians without 
powder or lead, meeting citizens by the hun- 
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dreds fleeing from their homes for their lives.” 
From Fort Ripley the company was ordered 
to the Chippewa Agency to guard the gov- 
ernnient stores. There they were soon sur- 
rounded by 500 Indian warriors, and as the 
company had only a few rounds of ammuni- 
tion the position for a time was a dangerous 
one. They were kept in this shape for four 
days, When the Indians learned that the 
Sioux were defeated at Wood Lake, and 
were then very glad to make a treaty. Had 
the Indians known the condition of the sol- 
diers and made an attack, Company C would 
have been annihilated. After the treaty 
was perfected the company was sent back to 
Ripley, where they built large barracks, and 
with other companies expected to camp over 
winter, but in the latter part of November 
they received orders to report at Fort Snell- 
ing, to go South. The company got a few 
days’ furlough to go home to visit friends, 
_ and during this time the governor of Minne- 
sota got permission to keep what soldiers 
were in the State for fear of a new out- 
break of the Indians in the spring, and Com- 
pany C was sent to Mankato to guard the 
Indian prisoners. This company afterward 
carried out the final execution of the thirty- 
eight Indians who were hanged there. The 
last military duty Mr. Linnell did was on 
December 17, 1862, when he was detailed to 
help ferry the government teams across the 
Minnesota River, and was taken sick with a 
disease of the Jungs. He was under the doe- 
tor’s care for eleven months. Tle has nevei 
fully recovered from this sickness. Ile was 
honorably discharged from the service for 
disability, at Fort Snelling, on the 4th of 
Aneust, 1863, and returned to his home, and 
from 1864 to 1876 was farming, lumbering 
and dealing in rafting materials. In 1876 
he came to Meeker and settled in Acton 


township, where he now lives. He now has 


a good farm of 520 acres of land, with excel- | 


dent machinery and a good stock of horses 
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and cattle. All of his property has been 
accumulated since his army service. 

Mr. Linnell has taken in active and prom- 
inent part in public matters ever since he 
attained his manhood, and he has held some 
town or county office each year since he has 
been old enough, with the exception of the 
first year in Meeker county. Since coming 
here he has held the offices of county com- 
missioner, school treasurer for nine years, 
and isat the present time. Je is the present 
town clerk. In 1880 he was elected to rep- 
resent this district in the legislature, and was 
re-elected in 1882. The sessions in which he 
served were three of the most important ever 
held in the history of the State, particularly 
in settling at fifty cents on the dollar the 
“Kight-Million-Dollar State Railroad Bonds,” 
which had been a stain on the glorious ban- 
ner of our North Star State. Mr. Linnell had 
always advocated a settlement of the bonds 
to redeem the honor of the State. In 1883 
he was chairman of the standing committee 
of agriculture and manufactures, and, as 
usual, a member of several different commit- 
Lees. 

Mr. Linnell strongly supported temperance 
legislation, and a reduction of interest on 
money. He served with honor to himself 
and credit to the district. 

Mr. Linnell was married on the 2#th of 
June, 1884, to Carolina Sophia Anderson, a 
daughter of C. M. and Kaisa Anderson. She 
was a native of Smaland, Sweden, born 
November 11, 1839. Mur. and Mrs. Linnell 
have been blessed with the following named 
children — Luther A., Medora E.. Emelv J.., 
Herbert M., William Sabin, Mary uA., Albert 
T.and Annette E. The daughter Medora is 
now w teacher in the graded schools at Grove 
City. Mr. Linnell has all his life been a 
worthy member of the Lutheran Evangelical 
Church, and is now one of its trustees and 
treasurer. IIe isaman of the strictest honor’ 
and integrity, and his word is recognized as 
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being as good as his bond, wherever he is 
known. Ile is well read and well posted on 


all public topics and justly holds the confi- 
dence and esteem of ail who know him. 
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OHN WHALEN, one of the first plo- 
neers that broke the way for progress 
civilization into the w ilds of Meeker 

county, came here with a party of his coun- 

trymen, and made a settlement upon section 

24, of Forest City township, where he now 

lives. 

He is a native of Ireland, born 
County Waterford, in the year 1824. He 
made his home in the “ Emerald Isle” until 
1846, when he crossed the ocean in search of 
a home in America. He landed at Montreal, 
Canada, reaching that place by way of the 
St. Lawrence River, and from there by way 
of Montpelier, Vt., he drifted to Boston and 
Lowell, Mass. After some time spent in 
those places, he turned his steps toward New 
York and New Jersey, and finally to Phila- 
delphia, seeking employment wherever it 
offered, for he was of an industrious disposi- 
tion, and had his living to provide for. Mak- 
ing up his mind that in the great West there 
was a greater chance for him, he accordingly 
eame to Indiana, where he passed some six 
years and a half in farming, having adopted 
that ealling. In the spring of 1856, a party 
consisting of the Whalens, the Flynns, the 
Fitzgeralds and others left Crown Point, [Ind., 
for California, but reaching Dubuque, Lowa, 
heard of this country, and determined to in- 
vestigate it. John Whalen and John Flynn 
pushed on ahead of the others, 
ing Meeker county, and being pleased with 
it, returned for the train containing their 
families and friends, meeting them at Ioches- 
ter, this State. They at once headed 
this country, and crossed the county line on 
the 9th of July, that year, and made their 
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Be ennat Mr. Whalen located upon the 
place where he now lives, the others else- 
where, as related in their memoirs. Mr. 
Whalen has added to his place from time to 
time, until he is now the owner of 714 acres. 
and is classed among the wealthiest farmers 
in the county. In 1856 he was married to 
Miss Mary Flynn, and they are the parents 
of five children—T homas, James, Ellen, Mary 
and John. 

Politically, Mr. Whalen is a democrat of 
the Andrew Jackson type, and religiously is 
a devout member of the Roman Catholic 
Church. 


é OSEPH PLUMADORE, one of the act- 
g ive, thorough-going agriculturists of 
Kingston township, living upon section 15, 
came to Meeker county in 1870, and settled 
at the village of Litchfield, where he plied 
his craft of carpenter. A few years later he 
removed to Minneapolis, where he followed 
the same avocation for about two years, 
when he returned here and took up his pres- 
ent homestead, knowing that “here lands 
may be had for the asking, and forests of 
timber with a few blows of the axe are hewn 
and framed into houses.” Although the 
place was covered with the primeval forest, 
still, by extreme energy and perseverance, hie 
has succeeded in clearing it and developing a 
fine farm of eighty acres in extent. 

The subject of this memoir is a native of 
New York, born May 11, 1856, and is the son 
of William and Mary (Laurie) Plumadore. 
His father was a native of la belle Lran. 
and was engaged in all kinds of speculatine 
and barter andsale. <Afterattending scliocl, 
our subject took up his handicraft, in which 
he served a full apprenticeship, and followed 
regularly until settling down to agricultural 
pursuits. Ile was united in marriage, Se] 
tember 11, 1873, with Miss Mary Apfticld, 
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native of Germany, whose parents had crossed | 

the ocean with her in her infancy, and set- | the township, comprising 320 acres, a good 
tled in Scott county, where she was reared | share of which is under a high state of cul- 
and educated. By this union Mr. and Mrs. tivation. 


He owns one of the most valuable farms in 


Plumadore are the one of anonly daugh- Mr. Martenson was married on the 11th 
ter—Edith, born April 22 22, 1875. of August, 1873, to Ellen Trulson, whose 
In his ‘political views Mr. Plumadore coin- | parents still reside in Meeker county. Mr. 
cides with the principles formulated in the | and Mrs. Martenson have been the parents 
platforms of the republican party, and has | of eight children, the three oldest of whom 
always been an adherent of that organiza- | are dead. The names of those living are 
tion. Ilis sterling integrity and honorable | Judet M., Ruth, Samuel, Rhoda, and Lydia. 
dealing has won him hosts of friends in the | The family are members of the Baptist 
community, and his name is synonymous | Church and are exemplary Christian people. 
with easy good nature and genial hospitality. | In political matters Mr. Martenson afliliates. 
with the republican party. 

1 ED eee The parents of Mr. Martenson were natives 
of Sweden. Both of his parents died in 

ILS MARTENSON, one of the most | this county. 
highly respected and prominent farm- 
ers in the western part of Meeker county, : 

resides on section 4, Swede Grove township. 

Ife was born in Sweden on the 10th of No- f<ATRICK ENRIGHT, one of the most 
vember, 1848, and is a son of Marten and | [$— prominent and enterprising farmers 
Alice (Olson) Anderson. Nils was reared in | and stock-raisers in the northern part of the 
his native land, but in 1868, when twenty | county, resides on section 18, Manannah 
years old, he camealone to America, landing | township. IJe was born in County Limerick, 
in Quebec, making his way on to St. Paul, | Ireland, March 25, 1584, and is a son of John 
Minn., and one day later came to Litchfield, | and Eliza (Blake) Enright. Ie left his native 
in Meeker county. He worked two weeks | Jand in 1847 with his parents, and settled in 
for Ole Ingerman, four for Andrew Nelson, | Canada, where his parents remained until 
and then went to Cutt’s Grove, where he was | the time of their death. Our subject. re- 
sick for six weeks. Upon his recovery he | mained in Canada until Isi4, when he came 
went to St. Paul, and one month later to | to Meeker county, Minn., and settled on sec- 
Louisiana, where he remained six months. IIe | tion 18, Manannah township, where he still 
then returned to Minnesota, working for six | lives. He is now in comfortable circum- 
months at St. Paul and Cutts’ Grove in | stances, and is one of the largest land owners 
Washington county. After this he worked | in the township, having 400 acres of land. 
for six months in Louisiana, and then went | A good share of his place is under cultiva- 
to St. Paul to mect his parents who had just | tion, and in connection with diversified farm 
arrived from Sweden, and together they | ing he devotes considerable attention to rais- 
‘ame to Meeker county and settled on the | ing stock. In political matters Mr. Enright 
land where Nils now resides. This was in | afliliates with the democratic party, and has 
1871. He is now in comfortable circumstan- | taken an active interest in public matters. 
ces, all of which is the result of his own | He has been prominently identified with the 
enterprise, industry and good management. | official history of the township, and has held 
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various local offices, including that of town- 
ship supervisor, which office he has held for 
six terms. 

Mr. Enright was married in December, 
1855, to Miss’? Mary Fitzpatrick, and their 
marriage has been blessed with nine children, 
as follows—Patrick, Mary, Eliza, Jaines, 
William, Catherine, Michael, Marguaret and 
John, all of whom are still living. Mrs. 
Enright’s parents were natives of Ireland. 
The mother died in Canada and the father in 
Meeker county. 

3oth Mr. and Mrs. Enright are exemplary 
members and active supporters of the Cath- 
olic Church. 
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ILLIAM GRONO is the proprietor 
of the marble works at Litchfield, 
the fist and only establishment of the kind 
ever started at the county seat. Mr. Grono 
was born at Pontiac, Oakland county, Mich., 
October 4, 1860, and is the son of William 
and Minnie (Zelhime) Grono. Both of his 
parents were natives of Prussia, who had 
settled in Michigan in 1856. In 1872 they 
settled at Worthington, Minn., taking up 
government land in Nobles county, on which 
the parents still reside. William Grono, Jr., 
remained with his parents until he was fif- 
‘teen years of age when he went to Owa- 
tonna, Minn., and learned the marble cutter’s 
trade. Ile remained in that city until 1853, 
when he went to Montevideo, and in company 
with J. MN. Seaman, engaged in the marble 
trade. A year later he sold his interest to 
his partner and came to Litchfield, and on 
the first of March, 1885, established the mar- 
ble works of which he is still proprietor. Ie 
carries on an extensive business, 

Mr. Grono was married on the 10th of 
October, 1884, to Miss Rosa Maw, of Steele 
county, Minn. They have one cluld—Maudie 
May, born January 25, 1886. 
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ALVER O. HALVERSEN, one of Acton 

township’s representative farmers, is 
one of the best known citizens in the western 
part of Meeker county. He is a native of 
Wisconsin, born on the 26th of October, 
1850. Ilis parents were ITenry and Marea- 
rette Halversen, both natives of Norway. 
They came to the United States in 1846, and 
settled in Wisconsin, where they engaged at 
farming, and remained until 1856, then came 
to Meeker county, Minn., and settled upona 
farm, which the father purchased in Litch- 
field township. In 1883 they sold this, and 
the father purchased a farm in Acton town- 
ship, which he still owns. At this writing 
the father is visiting in Washington Terri- 
tory. 

I. O. Halversen, the subject of this sketch, 
was brought up on afarm. Upon attaining 
his manhood he was married to Mrs. Hattie 
Olson, in 1873, widow of Gutrom Olson, 
who died in 1867. Dy her first marriage his 
wife had one child, Gurine, who was born 
December 5, 1867, and died July 21, 1882. 
Mr. and Mrs. Halversen have been blessed 
with the following children—Mattie A., born 
May 18, 1875; Henry C., born February Bi, 
1877, and fied July 22, 1882; and Ida O.., 
born January 10, 1879, and died July 1%), 

1882 (these three children died of diphtheria. 
and were buried on the same day); and tlhe 
following children, who are living—Mattie 
A., born May 13, 1875; Ole L., born August 
22, 1881; and Ida Gurine Henrietta, born 
December 29,1883. Mr. Halversen has been 
very successful in his farming operations, 
and is well-off in this * world’s goods.” Ile 
has in all 291 acres of Jand, and lives on thie 
northwest quarter of section 24, where he 
has a neat and comfortable residence, and 
splendid barn, and other farm buildings. — In 
addition to his farming and. stock-raisiny 
interests, he runsa steam thresher during the 
threshing season. At the time of the Indian 
outbreak, although Mr. Walversen was but a 
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lad of twelve, he has a distinct recollection 
of the events during that trying time. His 
parents fled with the family from their 
Litchfield farm, and went to Forest City for 
safety. A year later, however, Halver re- 
turned with his father and helped put in the 
crops. This matter receives full attention 
in the chapter relating to the massacre. In 
religion Mr. Halversen and family are mem- 
bers of the Norwegian Lutheran Church, 
and in political matters, Mr. Halversen is a 
republican. 


SS 9) Co ee 
0 KE 01S 


iS, EORGE DICKSON, for many years 
a banker in Scotland and India, 


retired in broken health in 1872, on a life’ 


pension of five thousand dollars per annum. 
After recruiting his health for over two 
years in England, he traveled through the 
United States and Canada, during 1874 and 
1875, and in 1880 purchased from Col. W. 
S. King, the property of “ Oakwood,” in 
Danielson township, Meeker county, Minn. 

This is one of the best equipped farms in 
the State of Minnesota, the buildings being 


of a very superior description and well fin- 


ished. It contains 150 acres of well matured 
timber, skirting “Lake Dickson,” two miles 
long, by one and three-quarters of a mile in 
breadth. The soil is remarkably good, 
gently rolling throughout; is well watered, 
and is subdivided by over eight miles of sub- 
stantial fencing. 

The herd of short horn cattle usually num- 
bers from 130 to 180 head, and has been 
graded up to a high state of perfection. 
The interior accommodation, with numerous 
box stalls for wintering 130 head of cattle 
and eighteen horses, is very complete. 

The loft of the eattle barn, 195 by +40 feet, 
With two large wings, has a capacity of 200 
tons of hay; and the stable, sv by 40 feet, a 
capacity of 100 tons. 


| 
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Over 500 acres are under. cultivation ; two 
separate holdings, each of 160 acres, have 
hitherto been let to tenants, and the main 
farm, usually held by a tenant “on shares” 
is under a regular cereal rotation, and has 
ample provision of natural and cultivated 
grasses, orchard and blue grass, red clover 
and timothy. 

A school house and postoflice have recently 
been established here. Otherwise consider- 
able improvements in building, draining and 
fencing have been effected on the property 
since 1880. So that it is now one of the 
most valuable and desirable among Minne- 


sota’s “ Bonanza farms.” 
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we RICK BYLUND isa prominent old set- 
Xo tler who resides on section 6, Litch- 
field township. He was born in Sweden on 
the 16th of February, 1824, and is a son of 
John E. and Anna Bylund. His early life 
was one of incessant toil and bitter hardship, 
and during four years of the earlier period 
of his life, from 1857 to 1840, he lived on 
nothing but fish and, bread made from pine 
bark. In 1850 he came tothe United States 
and after living one winter in Illinois he came 
to Minnesota, settling at Taylor's Falls, 
Chisago county. There were but 
settlers inthe Territory of Minnesota at that 
time and none away from the east territorial 
line. Erick worked for several years in the 
pineries. striving to get money enouzh 
together to transport his father and brother 
from the old world to the new. In 1863 he 
came to Meeker county and located on. sce- 
tion 6, in Litelfield township, where he sail 
lives. During that summer he helped build 
a fort near his farm and his own and four 
other families occupied it for several weeks 
during the Indian scare. 

In 1857 Mr. Bylund was married to Cath- 
erine Nordin, a native of Sweden, who bore 
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him two children — Jolin, born December 7, 
1858, died when four years of age; and Nels, 
born June 12, 1560, Nels has always fol- 
Jowed farming with his father, and now has 
charge of the farm. Mrs. Bylund died on 
the 1sth of May, 1884, and Mr. Bylund and 
son, Nels, have since lived on the old home- 
stead, which is beautifully situated in the 
northwestern part of the township. The 
farm is well located and well improved. 
cee 
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“2. EORGE NEUBAUER, an intelligent, 
respected and prominent farmer and 
stock-raiser, residing on section 9, Forest 
Prairie township, was born in Baiern, Ger- 
many, on the 7th of April, 1832, and isason 
of George and Catherine (Martin) Neubauer. 
His father and mother were the parents of 
eleven children, some of whom, however, 
died in infaney. 

George Neubauer, the subject of this sketch, 
spent his boyhood days in his native land, at- 
tending school regularly until he was twelve 
vears old, and for six years thereafter, at- 
tended a school held every Sunday. He re- 
mained at home with his parents until he was 
twenty vears of age, when, in 1852, he, in 
company with his brothers and sisters, John, 
Michael, Mary and Barbara, came to the 
United States. They landed in New York 
and then went to Jersey City, where they re- 
mained two years, George being at work in 
a cement factory. In 1854 they removed to 
Silver Creek, Penn., and lived there until 
1879, when George came to Minnesota. 

In 1881, George Neubauer came to Meeker 
county and located on section Forest 
Prairie township. Two years later he set- 
tled upon the place on section 9, where he 
still resides. He hasa valuable farm of eighty 
acres and devotes his attention to general 
farming and stock-raising. 

Our subject was married before leaving his 
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native land, on the 15th of August, 1852, to 
Miss Elizabeth Schreivogel. They have 
eight children living, six boys and two girls, 
as follows—John, Michael, Mary, Joseph, 
Lawrence, Lizzie, George and Daniel. 

In political matters, Mr. Neubauer is a 
democrat. The family are respected mem- 
bers of the Catholic Church. 


III 


MBROSE T.DORMAN. Another pio- 
neer family of Meeker county is the 
Dormans, some of whom have passed away, 
some have removed from the county, but 
there are a few here still. One of them, and 
a prominent one, is the gentleman whose 
name heads this article. 

Ambrose Dorman was born in Ilarring- 
ton, Washington county, Me., May 29, 1836, 
and was there reared to manhood. Ie re- 
ceived the elements of the excellent education 
which is the privilege of every citizen of New 
England, in the schools of his native town, 
In 1858, with a view to the betterment of his 
fortunes, he came to Minnesota and settled 
in Meeker county, where he now resides. 

Nathaniel Dornan, the father of the sub- 
ject of this memoir, came to Meeker county 
in 1857, with the first settlers of the town- 
ship, and took up aclaim. The old gentle- 
man, although some eighty-four years of age, 
still survives, a monument to the regularity 
of the lives of the former generation, whose 
habits have preserved them toa ripe old age. 
Mrs. Nathaniel Dorman died in 1870, and 
her remains are buried in the Kingston cem- 
etery. They were the parents of eight chil- 
dren, seyen of whom are living—Jolin F., 
Phoebe 8., Ambrose T., Harry Y., Samuel .A., 
Ellen Ek. and Leonard L. 

Ambrose TT. Dorman made a trip to Cali- 
fornia in 1863, and remained in that Eldo- 
rado, engaged in mining, for some three 
vears, and then returned to Meeker county. 
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IIe is somewhat of an adventurous (lisposi- 
tion, having followed the sea for some five 
years in his youth, and spent one year in 
Maine, one in Wisconsin, and one in the 
Minnesota pineries. April 18, 1869, he was 
united in marriage with Miss S Sarah J. Goble, 
a native of Kentueky, born July 27, 1847, 
and the daughter of William and Edith 
(Phelps) Goble. Her father died here in 
June, 1876, and his body lies at rest in the 
cemetery of Kingston; her mother is still liv- 
ing. The latter isa native of Virginia, where 
she grew to the years of womanhood. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dorman have an interesting 
family of five children, whose names are as 
follows—Willie A., Edith V., Silva Jane, 
Martha Ann, and John P. Mr. Dorman isa 
stanch adherent to the principles of Jeffer- 
sonian democracy in his politics, and is a 
worthy and public spirited citizen of the 
county. 
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aisle HILL. The subject of this bio- 

graphy, a resident of section 28, Manan- 
nah tow nship, is one of the most intelligent, 
leading and successful farmers and stock- rais- 
ers In the northern part of the county. He 
was born in County Tyrone, Ireland, in 1829, 
and is a son of Francis and Mary (Casi pbell} 
dill. Wis early life was spent in his native 
land, where he acquired the habits of industry, 
perseverance and frugality,- which are so 
characteristic of the race from which he 
springs. In. 1851 he came to the United 
States, landing in Boston and proceeded to 
Jowell, Mass., where he remained for eleven 
years, working in a cotton factory. Ile then 
went to San Francisco, Cal., where he lived 
for five years, engaged at firing on an engine. 
Ie then returned to Lowell, Mass., and _ six- 
teen months later he eame to Meeker county, 
Minn. From Clearwater he came by stage 
to Forest City, and the next day he arrived 


a eee = 7 ee ee 


MINNESOTA. 391 


at the house of Owen Quinn, in Manannah 
township. A few days later he purchased 
the farm on section 28, where he still resides. 
IIe has 240 acres of land, and devotes his 
attention to farming and stock raising. 

Mr. Ilill was married on the 21st of Feb- 


ruary, 1855, to Iannah MeAloon. Their 
marriage has been blessed with three chil- 


dren, whose names were Francis, John and 
Charles I]. John is the only child living, 
the other two having died, and are buried in 
Lowell, Mass. Mr. and Mrs. ill are exem- 
plary members and active supporters of the 
Catholic Church. 

In political matters Mr. ill affiliates with 
the democratic party. 
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“oSHARLES A. GILMAN, a prominent and 
SY energetic farmer of Cosmos township, 
has his beautiful home upon sections 20 and 
29, where his fine farm of 240 acres is sit- 
uated. He came to this locality in 1877, and 
for about a year lived on section 26,and then 
three years on In 1881 he took up his 
present homestead. One hundred acres of 
his land is well cultivated and the improxe 
ments are of a high class. 

Mr. Gilman was born at Sangerville, 
Piscataquis county, Me., August 25, 1546, 
and is the son of Jonathan C. Gilman and 
wife, natives of Gilmanton, N, IH. Ilis 
parents removed to Maine in 1826, and lo- 
cated at Sangerville and made their. hame 
there until 1850, when they moved to Dex- 
ter, Penobscot county, where they still live. 
Charles remained at home until he was about 
twelve years of age, when he commenced 
working for other parties, and was thus em- 
ployed until 1863. About that time the gov- 
ernment, needing more men to suppress the 
rebellion, had just issued a new call for voel- 
unteers, and in September, 1862, our subject 
eulisted in Company E, Second Maine Cav- 
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alry, and served with the Nineteenth Army 
Corps in all its campaigns and marches. Le 
was discharged at the close of hostilities, at 
Augusta, Me., September 11, 1865, and going 
to Dead river, Franklin county, that State, 
bought a farm, upon which he settled, and 
where he made his home until 1872, when, 
selling out, he came to Minneapolis and went 
into the lumber business. He came to 
Meeker county from there in 1877. 

Mr. Gilman was married, October 27, 
1865, to Miss Angelina S. Fisher, a native 
of Parkman, Piscataquis county, Ae., and 
daughter of A. J. and Laura A. (Sargent) 
Fisher. They havea family of two children 
George. IF. and Charles A. Mr. Gilman is a 
member of Frank Daggett Post, No. 35, G. A. 
N., and has served the town as justice of the 
peace from 1883 until the present time. 
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ENRY E. DANIELSON, a prominent 
farmer and stock-raiser, who resides 
on section 81, Cedar Mills township, is a 
native of Meeker county, and is a member 
of one of the most prominent. pioneer fami- 
lies in the county. He was born in Acton 
township, Meeker county, Minn., on the 25th 
of April, 1858, and is a son of Nels and 
Randi Danielson, after whom the township of 
Danielson was named. <A full history of his 
parents will be found elsewhere in this work. 
Ilenry was the fifth in a family of six chil- 
dren. He remained at home with his fath- 
er’s family until 1881, when he struck out 
for himself to earn his own way in the world. 
Ile first went to Atwater, where he remained 
for some three months, and then went to 
Minneapolis, where he spent one winter in 
Arehibald’s Business College. The follow- 
ing spring he entered the employ of the St. 
Paul, Minneapolis & Manitoba Railway Com- 
pany as. car repairer, and remained in that 
position until May, 1884. During the fol- 
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lowing season he was engaged .at carpenter 
work and various other lines of employment, 
In the spring of 1885 he located on section 
31, Cedar Mills township, where he stil} 
lives. He has a valuable farm of 160 acres, 
a good share of which is under cultivation, 
has comfortable buildings, and is in’ gout 
circumstances. He devotes his attention to 
general farming and stock-raising, and by his 
enterprise and industry he now ranks with 
the leading and most substantial citizens of 
of the township. 

Mr. Danielson was married while in Glyn- 
don, on the 25th of June, 1883, to Miss Mary 
Eller, and one child has been born to them— 
Daniel D., born February 27, 1886. Mrs. 
Danielson was born at Baiern, Germany, on 
the 10th of January, 1864. Her parents’ 
names were Johan and Maria Eller. 
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OHN KONSBRICK, of the city of Litch- 
field, isa native of the duchy of Luxem- 
burg, Germany, born in the year 1839. He 
was reared in the land of his birth, among 
its picturesque and vine clad hills, and 
remained there until he had reached the age 
of one and twenty. He then emigrated to - 
the shores of the new world to better his 
fortunes, and on arriyal in this country sct- 
tled at Aurora, Ill., where he lived for some 
two years, and at the expiration of that time 
came to Minnesota. For two years he was 
employed in farming in Dakota county, after | 
Which he spent a couple of years more at 
Bellevue, Jackson county, Iowa. From the 
latter place he returned to Dakota county. 
this State, and after a trip to the Territory 
of Dakota he caine to Litchfield, and) for 
three years was in the employ of Jolin 
Rodange, a fellow countryman and an 
acquaintance of his boyhood. In 1595 our 
subject started for himself in the retail 
liquor business, but some two years later lis 
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place was destroyed by fire by which he lost 
some S700 over the insurance. Ile, instead 
of being discouraged, at once commenced to 
putupa new building. It was erected ata 
total cost of something like $4,500, and is a 
credit to the town. Mr. Konsbrick is one of 
the feading saloon men of the town and a 
square business man. 
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© NIELSON KASTETT, a respected 
farmer who resides on section 23, 


Danielson township, is a son of Niels and 
Marie (Olson) Kastett, and was born in Nor- 
way, on the 15th of July, 1840. Hecame to 
the united States in 1861, and first settled in 
Jlouston county, Minn., where he remained 
one summer, and then went to Jowa, where 
he stayed for two years at work for farmers. 
In December, 1863, he enlisted in the Second 
Minnesota Cavalry, and was mustered in 
early in the following January. Ile served 
on the frontier, participating in two engage- 
ments with the Indians in the Bad Lands of 
Dakota, and was finally mustered out at 
Fort Snelling, in December, 1865. Ile then 
returned to Houston county, Minn., and re- 
mained there until the spring of 1866, when 
he came to what is now Cosmos township, 
Meeker county, then a part of Lincoln county. 
He was the first man to take a team and a 
plow into that township, and did the first 
breaking there. Le also erected the first 
house. He remained there for five years, 
and then lived in Danielson township for five 
years, after which he spent two years in 
Cosmos, and then settled on the place where 
he now lives. In 1878 he sold his Cosmos 
farm, and now owns a place of ninety acres 
on section 23, Danielson township. IIe has 
taken an active interest in all matters affect- 
ing the wellfare of the township, and has 
held various local offices, including that of 
chairman of the township supervisors for two 
or three years. 
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~ Our subject was married on the 22d of 
January, 1870, to Mary N. Nelson, who 
is mentioned at length hereafter. They are 
the parents of the following children—Nellie 
Amelia, born October 25, 1870; Regina 
Marie, born August 19, 1872; Nels Oliver, 
born July 28, 1874; George Henry Necha- 
lai, born August 8, 1876; Carl Theodore, 
born July 19, 1879; Helen Matilda, born 
April 80, 1882; Ragnhild Mary Agnes, born 
July 16, 188+; and Daniel Anton, born Jan- 
uary 26, 1887. 

Mary N. Nelson, the wife of Ole Nielson 
Kastett, is a daughter of Nels and Ragnhild 
Danielson, the first settlers in Danielson 
township, and was born in Norway, on thie 
16th of October, 1849. She came to the 
United States in 1855 with her parents, and 
after stopping for two years in Wisconsin, in 
1857 they came to Meeker county, Minn., 
where they have since lived. When the 
Indian outbreak began, the family with the 
majority of the other settlers, hastily went 
to Forest City, and a short time later to 
Kingston, it being stated that the string of 
teams extended in procession from one place 
to the other. They remained at Kingston 
but a short time, and then went back to 
Forest City and moved into a house near the 
river, there being another family to occupy 
it with them. Mr. Danielson,. the father, 
was helping to complete the fort in the after- 
noon before the attack was made on Forest 
City, and, beginnning to fear that an attack 
would be made, he directed the women to 
take the children and go to the hotel, which 
they did. Heand three other men remained. 
Inthe night the house was set on fire,and upen 
looking out, they could see hundreds of Indi- 
ans. They succeeded in escaping, however, 
unhurt. The Danielsons remained but a few 
days after the attack, and then returned to 
their farm, but before taking the family 
back, the father and the daughter, I[elen, 
had gathered some of the grain. The follow- 


PALO: not “seat we L geroad prude 
ind engi oyun “4 ee cist wrod 
stohwwol'® yn; GR4t 2 fori mod ial 
rope! blige Metodt Wig Aly 9 #ink teal 
rd esa, won Pie aenth pet 8 herp 
<#tptls acon drole). lott bem 4421 Ot lol | 
TA81 OS ysaat 1 
Hib wlO to otiy odd noel A valk ‘ 
bi tale Ml isn eloy Ww qriuueh « it vi jisteadt. ; 
meigitnh nai «liter serit. ait oalopiagl || 
HD ae "ee, wi eden ban spidanmed) 
at od Siow whe GREE sedetoO 6 doa’ 
bak etneteay vod dtiw ORAT ot edad betiatl 
4 Mheihesa Y ate, Owd sol puidgiose sole 
HA, Aiiriios welowkE oF surgo vast ae ae 
j 


wild molds = heel) comie ovead “ptt 
“wih ahiin vii isnt ot aia 5 fendi pied 
Mim “ident yeteliios teilte elt to -eirojadr 
wrael quit rode m fn .JHD desl of | la 
. be grtiite add tedd Datei gaied t colegaiet | 
Sn oie steve Cee MNT ni heobnetzs enened | 
uaaHA te hauls wot odie odd ot i 
2 Wom! town wale baw. nid Node » dud 
ott sxe a ofa beytont bitd “iD tao |, 
apie os “intel wiltonn pitiod otpdy yovin 
Pith ade. noeloperndl AM. werods Adiv di 
“wr Mdd t i4er) oth sivliuroo ot goinglod aw 
level an eho ann atte add onotod Oo Et 
Hoi AG doll vl of peinnnigad na iD 
nh omynd of) botysdih of elem od bluew | 
only Jojaioils os org bey motblive ort? otek 
oueeue meine wilt hase bib verte 
tes ate oll ae ean somo ode athain oddal 
aad Wendie beigigl aime Khon E0LE GHG, 
Suinend synityeag i. bolita % 


396 


ing winter Mr. Danielson took fifty head of | 


cattle to winter, and as he had hay in Kan- 
divohi county, he took them there and also 
took his daughters Helen and Mary to aid in 
caring for them. | The father was unable to 
clothe the girls properly, and as they could 
not keep up enough fire to keep even water 
next to the stove from freezing, both the 
girls froze their feet badly, and the father 
contracted rheumatism from which he after- 
ward died. This will illustrate some of the 
hardships which the early settlers were com- 
pelled to endure. The daughter, Mary, re- 
mained at home until her marriage. Having 
been among the oldest settlers of the county, 
she has witnessed the county grow from 
nothing toits present prosperous and thickly 
settled condition. 
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ILLIAM H. WILCOX, ex-county 
commissioner, a resident of Swede 
Grove township, is one of the most prominent 
citizens in the northern part of the county. 
Ile is a native of Ohio, born on the 22d of 
May, 1835, and was the son of Horace and 
Polly Wilcox. Wis father was extensively 
engaged in the dairy business. 

William H. remained with his parents un- 
til he was twenty-one years of age and then 
began life for himself, working first in a 
cheese factory fora year, and then starting 
for the West. Ue worked about St. Paul 
and. Minneapolis until 1857, when he bought 
a squatter’s claim to 160 acres of land in 
Manannah township in Meeker county, pay- 
ine fifty dollars for it. Ile secured govern- 
‘ment title with a soldier’s land warrant, 
which cost him $130. Ife then sold the land 
toa Mr. Deck for S750 in gold, and bought 
160 acres on sections 2 and 3, in Swede Grove 
township, where he has since lived with the 
exception of the summer of 1558, when he 
worked at St. Paul. He returned to his 
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place in the fall, accompanied by Mr. Rvek- 
man, who had a claim adjoining, and they 
“bached it” together during the followiny 
winter. When the Indian outbreak occurped 
he had a family on the place keeping house 
and his brother was living with him. On the 
same day as the killing of Jones and Baker, 
eleven Indians camped near his claim, and 
upon learming of the killing Mr. Wilcox 
accused the eleven of doing it, but they de- 
nied this, claiming they were “good IJn- 
dians,” and left without doing any mischief, 
Mr. Wilcox supposed the matter amounted 
to nothing more than a drunken row, but 
soon learned that it was to be a general out- 
break. He therefore loaded sixteen women 
and children together with a few trunks onto 
a wagon and sent the outfit to Forest City 
in charge of his brother. He remained at 
home until nearly night and then took his 
gun and went out on the prairie to see if 
there were any Indians about. Ata neigh- 
bor’s he learned that the Indians were mur- 
dering and burning everything as they went, 
and were scouring the country for whites, 
and he was prevailed upon to go with them 
to Forest City. The following morning he 
started back for his farm against the advice 
of his friends, but feeling that he could not 
stay there and let his hogs and cattle, which 
were shut up, starve. Upon approaching the 
house he saw that the kitchen was open 
and expected every moment to see the head 
of an Indian poked out and feel the lead 
from a rifle. Ile was relieved, however, by 
finding the house empty, but the stove was 
still warm, as the Indians had been cooking 
there and had demolished things generally, 
and stolen whatever they could carry off, 
cutting open a feather bed to get a sack to 
hold their booty. After this, he remained 
alone most of the time caring for his grain 
and stock, until he joined the ‘Lome 
Guards,” a company organized at Forest 
City, for protection against the Indians. 
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Mr. Wilcox was married on the 9th of | Forest City, and located upon 160 acres of 


November, 1867, to Miss Ellen Peterson. 
She was a native of Sweden, born December 
vv, 1850, and is a daughter of Hans and 
Betsy (Ostrad) Peterson. She was six years 
old when she came to America. Mr. and 
Mrs. Wilcox have been blessed with the fol- 
lowing children — Lillie, born November 12, 
Sarah, born November 22, 1870; 
Horace, born July 22, 1873, and Nellie, born 
February 21, 1877. Mr. Wilcox has taken a 
very prominent part in all matters of a pub- 
lic nature. He was the principal factor in 
the organization of the Swede Grove town- 
ship in 1869; was county commissioner for 
three years; township clerk in Manannah 
three years; town clerk in Swede Grove 
three years ; chairman of the supervisors for 
tivo years, and has held many other offices of 
responsibility. Mr. Wilcox owned the first 
cheese factory in operation in Meeker county, 
having established it in 1864, and one year 
sold $1,600 worth of cheese. His house was 
one of the first frame buildings erected in 
the northwestern part of the county, having 
been built in 1865. It is a story and a half 
building, 20x28 feet in size with an addition 
16x24 feet. Ife also has substantial farm 
buildings, including two spacious barns, a 
granary, and other buildings. Tis many 
years of residence here have made him well 
known among all the old settlers, and he is 
held in high regard wherever he is known. 

A portrait of Mr. Wilcox is presented in 
another department of this album. 


ISS: 


ad IBY ee — 
oo QUIGLEY, one of the old resi- 
“J dents of Forest City township, came to 
Mecker county about the year 1866, and set- 
ted in Forest Prairie, where he made his 
home for some five years. At the expiration 
of that period he removed to Kingston, from 
Whence, some five years later, he came to 
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land on section 20, which he owns, and 
where he now lives. Ile is a native of Can- 
ada. He left that province in 1866, and 
came to Minnesota, where he has since 
lived. 

Mr. Quigley was married in 1872, at For- 
est City, and by this union there has been 
born one child—Mary Ann. In his polities 
Mr. Quigley is a democrat, but has given but 
Jittle attention to such matters. Je is a re- 
spected and esteemed citizen, and one of the 
older residents of the county, who is looked 
up to as such. 
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}2\. NDREW P. NELSON, a inember of 

“\ the firm of Dudley & Nelson, grain- 
dealers, and owners of the elevator that bears 
their name, is one of the representative citi- 
zens of Grove City, where he has lived for 
more than eighteen years. 

The subject of this personal narrative was 
born in Sweden April 28, 1844, and is the 
son of N. P. and Sarah Nelson. He made 
his home in the land of his birth until 1567, 
when embarking he crossed the ocean to 
the new world,to better his condition in life. 
He landed at New York, October 7, of tliat 
year, and from there came to Minnesota, 
and after staying a short time in New Lon- 
don, Kandiyohi county, went from there to 
St. Cloud, and on to Watab, where he found 
employment in a saw-mill, with Asa Libby. 
He remained there until fall, when he. went 
into the pineries, and there was engaged 
until the following April, when he returned 
to Watab, and went to school for about. six 
weeks, but froin there went to Minneapolis 
and was employed in the brickyard of 
Woodward & Co., he having worked at that 
business in the old country. In the follow- 
ing October he commenced track-laying for 
the St. Paul & Pacific Railroad Company, and 


Ways a oan Rie 
' ry o2 : Vow ’ a 
rie Na 


a ie Sd 


d Wor TED Be fe te Mi wh oft a 4 ; 
‘t 210 an : a, , . alt ay : a sae he aly AS" nee Suge ee oe @- i; a 


ie a oii Re Lia gael 
<0 E ty YVSE ati Deserts 4 Ww, iG) lh | ott: i sain 
terol Dil oii wily - Piet uid tom | ae NT Wein 93) 
ei Mileap rill nl md, O—blido ono mnt | gta 2H usd 
biel yeni ned Jind teewonrals ued Zolgngs Ml | il y see 
WEA wrahings sdoue-of noisactia -wliyit. as its 07 earth neat 
HHLIG det Hine wotiia houwetes bay hatnare | « 4a own etnies 
hidoul abode .vtages odd tw dtaoblest sshlo | ab ical Legg n 
hese 2n Ob ai of » aaa 


{ 4 
} ams wr 4 
<2-@ —0 BeOS Fei a tee 269 | | f ~ 


: 
} ay ; 
F My res an | oaawe 
to edition 2 \KOZIGA 4 Wanay fs 
Aility noaleVo h volludl to srestt arts ity . 
~ wie THES totiyproty asl) Yo aonvo bie mol nay 
* 43in Bi nivioemges ol! Fo oie af Orn todd 
wo) bovil esd ol semdw 2319 oro Yo estoy 
Ty neadlivte andt won 
2H VTi fnnoemeg aid Yo dosidua oT 
94? ai Wing het ME lnqh, osbon® i. red . met o 
what oI tose down bas A Yo na ' Wiad # berg! 
WET tina dtsid eid Yo baal olt.ai sarod vic valve any de 
uf fname ds Doors ol paitiadiong male septs Saleen 
“tH Wt mOLtines aid wetted of bfiow won: ait.) » gent aes an 
weit ie.,.7 wobt> ade woh, ie bolagl oll | ay a E egal tind 
rr od opens vied? mort tite a ae Hem tindsalhiaies 
WT 797 bi ont dod 8 ite tote fin! eb { iw snciige | 
OF troy ment tnaw viens Lot rea 10h ° yearned jal 


gl ir hirer 


| 
| 
| 
| 


baval wid oevcaker nie of Ho Hee dovel") 0 | eb jiopt erg sh 

NWT pel, din Mien 1 it tasarzolpne Samide ists Yo 3 
ve ‘ fia 
uh ‘4 < 5 ait’ 


? dgohyy uw A 


Ne . ‘ 
i % .. ° - 
; es nots £ 
ve a pen : Jan Ae TT tai ti 


sf 


398 


continued with them until November 17, 
1869, when he received orders to take his 
crew of men to Swede Grove, and stopped 
that night about two miles and a half from 
the. place, with Eric Brlund. He then 
reached his destination and secured board 
for himself: and crew with Peter J. Lund, 
and went to work to put in the side-track, 
etc. Ile remained here that winter, and in 
the spring moved into a little: house that 
Olaf Levander built about that time. Mr. 
Nelson had charge of the railroad men here 
until January 1, 1878, when he entered into 
the general merchandise business with Mr. 
Peterson, under the firm name of Peterson, 
Nelson & Co. They also handled lumber in 
connection with their other business, Mr. Nel- 
son having been in the latter line while in the 
railroad company’s employ. Mr. Peterson 
dying a few months later the firm name 
changed to that of Dudley & Nelson. They 
carried on the business, besides a store in 
Minneapolis for three years, when Mr. Nel- 
son sold out to his partner, and in company 
with Isaac Cooper, went into the lumber, 
grain and cattle business, but two years later, 
going out of the firm resumed his old place 
with Mr. Dudley, and the firm thus formed, 
Dudley & Nelson, are the prominent grain 
dealers of the village. 

November 29, 1878, Mr. Nelson married 
Miss Anna, daughter of Peter J. and Elna 
Lund, who died December 3, 1874, when her 
son, Adolph, was but eleven days old. The 
grandparents took care of the child until 
July, 1878, when Mr. Nelson was united in 
marriage with Miss Sarah Lund, a sister of 
his first wife, who assumed charge. of the 
little orphan. She the mother 
of four children, three of whom are dead, 
and one, Anna, born August 3, 1881, is liv- 
ing. 

Mr. Nelson has filled the office of school 
director, and is the present village treas- 
— urer, 
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€ 2*IMOTHY GIBNEY, the-subject of this 
Lh! biographical notice, is an enterprising 
and thorough farmer who resides on section 
27, in Manannah township. He was born in 
Upper Canada on the 22d of November, 
1849, and is the son of John and Anna (Hlea- 
ney) Gibney, his parents being natives of Ire- 
land. Ilis early life was spent in his native 
Dominion and in 1865 he came with his 
parents to the United States and they made 
their wav directly to Meeker county, Minn., 
settling in Manannah township, where they 
still reside. Timothy has 120 acres of land 
and has been very successful in his farming 
operations. In connection with his diversi- 
fied farming interests, he carries on stock rais- 
ing in a limited way. 

The subject of our sketch was married on 
the 4th of February, 1883, to Miss Mary FE. 
McCaffery, and their marriage has been 
blessed with three children whose names are 
James T., Elizabeth, and Patrick, all of 
whom are still living and at home. Mrs. 
Gibney’s parents were both natives of Ire- 
land, who came to America at an early day 
and died in Upper Canada. Both Mr. and 
Mrs. Gibney are exemplary members and 
active supporters of the Catholic Church. 

Mr. Gibney is a Democrat in political mat- 
ters and has taken an active interest -in 
township affairs, having held various local 
offices. 
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ICHARD WELCH, deputy auditor of 
Le\ Meeker county, is a native of Cayuse 
county, N. Y., born June 5, 1859, and is the 
son of Richard and’ Bridget (MeDonald) 
Welch. Jlis parents were married in Syra- 
cuse, N. Y., in 1853, and shortly after re- 
moved to Cayauga county, where they still 
make their home. 

The subject of this memoir remained st 
home upon a farm until he had attained his 
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majority, but in his twenty-first year came 
to Minnesota and located in Meeker county. 
For a period of five years after coming here, 
he was engaged in teaching school, but in 
the spring of 1885 he went to Buffalo county, 
Dak., and there took up a homestead of 160 
acres of Jand. That territory had been thrown 
open to settlers by a proclamation of Presi- 
dent Arthur, but the present administration 
seeing fit to annul and make void this action 
of its predecessor, Mr. Welch, in company 
with many others was forced to abandon his 
claim. Ile then returned to Litchfield where 
he has made his home ever since. He was 
appointed to the office of deputy auditor of 
Meeker county in 1886, and is still engaged 
in the duties of that position. He isa young 
man in years, but has already won for him- 
selfan enviable reputation for steadiness and 
upright principles, and will, no doubt, occupy 
more important and responsible positions in 
the future. as he well deserves. 
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ALSTEN ANDERSON. The subject 
of this biographical sketch is a farmer 
residing on section 1, Danielson township. 
Ile is a son of Andrew and Carrie Harolson, 
and was born in Norway on the 17th of No- 
vember, 1848. His early life was spent on 
a farm in the Jand of his birth and he re- 
mained there until 1870, when he came tothe 
United States. He went first to Dane 
county, Wis., where he stayed about three 
Vears, being engaged at work for various 
farmers. At the end of that time, March 
15, 1873, he came to Meeker county, 
Minn., and worked for farmers in. the 
neighborhood of Grove City until June, 
Is76, and at that time purchased forty 
acres of Jand on section 1, in Danielson 
township, where he still lives. He has since 
bought an additional eighty adjoining his 
_ original farm, so that his place now cons:sts 
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of 120 acres. He has a good share of it 
under cultivation, and divides his time be- 
tween general farming and stock raising. 
He was a poor man when he came to 
America, and had to borrow the money with 
which to pay his fare, but by industry and 
frugality he has accumulated a comfortable 
property. 

Mr. Anderson married Miss Ingeborg 
Michelson. Wer parents were Michael and 
Anna Anderson, who were born in Norway, 
and lived there until the time of their 
deaths. The parents of Halsten were also 
natives of Norway, where his father died 
and his mother still lives. 

Mr. and Mrs. Halsten Anderson have been 
the parents of the following named children—- 
Andrew, born May 38, 1873, died May 15, 
1887; Anna Clara, born September 3, 1875; 
Markus, born January 27, 1879, died April 


27, 1879; Mattis, born October 15,1SS1; and 
Ida, born May 8, 1883. The family are 
members of the Norwegian Lutheran 
Church. 
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UEL J. HAWKINS. The subject of this 
sketch, a successful farmen and stock- 
raiser, residing on section 21, Cedar Mills 
township, while not an old settler here, is 
one of the most intelligent, prominent and 
influential citizens in the southern part of the 
county. He isa native of Litchfield, Conn., 
born July 8, 1826, and is a son of Amos and 
Minerva Hawkins, both of whom were na- 
tives of the same State. In 1835 the family 
emigrated to Ashtabula county, Ohio, where 
they were among the pioneer settlers. The 
father died at Conneaut, Ohio, in April, 1855, 
and the mother at Conneaut, Ohio, in 150. 
In 1859 Buel J. started with a team and 
wagon for the then “far western” Kansas, 


and after a dreary overland journey, lasting 
some six weeks, he arrived in what is now 
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Crawford county, that State. He purchased 


government land and remained on that for 


about twelve years, dividing his time between 
farming and teaching school, until the fall of 
1871, when he returned East and settled in 
Kane county, Ill., upon a farm which he had 
purchased. Vive or six years later he rented 
his place and removed to the town of [amp- 
shire, Ill., where he engaged in the loan, real 
estate and insurance business. Ile took an 
active interest in all public matters there and 
became one of the most prominent residents in 
that locality. Ile was president of the Kane 
county Bible Association, and secretary of 
the Kane County Sunday-school Association, 
for many years, and also took an active in- 
terest in educational matters. In the fall of 
1885 Mr. Hawkins purchased a farm on sec- 
tion 21, Cedar Mills township, Meeker county, 
Minn., and moved onto it in the spring of 
1886. Since that time he has devoted his 
time to general farming and _ stock-raising. 
He has a valuable farm of 300 acres, a good 
share of which is under cultivation. Since 
coming here he has taken active interest 
in all matters affecting the welfare of the 
township. The first year he was here he 
was elected treasurer of the school board, 
and in 1887 he was elected justice of the 
peace. 

Mr. Hawkins was first married at Spring- 
field, Pa., in the spring of 1850, to Miss 
Mary A. Custard. She died in 1861 at Fort 
Scott, Kan., leaving three sons, as follows— 
Charles, now at Garnet, Kan. ; Herbert, now 
near Moscow, Idaho; and Rufus, now at 
Denver, Col. Mr. Hawkins was again mar- 
ried October 14, 1862, to Miss Susan NK. 
Weleh,a native of Ohio. This marriage has 
been blessed with two children, who are now 
living—Areta, now Mrs. F. O. Iloltgren, of 
DeKalb county, Hl; and Jennie, who is still 
with her parents. Mr. and Mrs. Hawkins 
are prominent and active members of the 
Methodist Church. 
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soe RUDBERG. One of the leading 
‘J merchants of Dassel, and aman whoo is 
in the truest sense of the word self-nade, 
having hewn out his own ample competence 
with his own hands, is the gentleman of 
whom this sketch is written. He is a native 
of Sweden, born May 27, 1836, and made 
his home in that rugged, but picturesque 
land until he was about thirty vears of 
age. Emigrating to the new world in 1866, 
he came by way of Minneapolis, that fall, to 
the town of Dassel and took up a homestead 
In section 26, and returned to the * Flour 
City” to spend the winter. The following 
spring he purchased at high prices a wagon 
and an ox-team, together with plough and 
and other tools for agriculture, and started 
for his land in Meeker county about the mid- 
dle of June. The season was very wet, and 
he and John Erickson, who accompanied him, 
were some three weeks upon their way. In 
crossing the “ Beaver Dam,” which is now 
dry and under cultivation, Mr. Rudberg had 
to stand up in the wagon and hold the sack 
of flour they had with them up out of the 
water, while his friend piloted the team 
across the dam. On their arriyal at their 
claims, for Erickson had a homestead on sec- 
tion 24, they at once commenced the erection 
of their cabins, clearing their Jand, for it was 
all timber-covered, and getting in a crop. 
By the fall of 1868, by hard and persistent 
labor, Ma. Rudberg had commenced to 
conquer nature and could show considerable 
wheat and plenty of vegetables that he had 
raised that season. In August of the Jatter 
vear he was joined by his family, who had 
just come from Sweden in a sailing vessel, 
and had spent some fourteen weeks on their 
way from their native land to this country. 
In 1871, in connection with Michel Jlen- 
drixson, he purchased a threshing machine, 
which for lack of horses was driven by oxen. 
As this was one of the two machines in this 
part of the country at that time, they had a 
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large amount of business during the season, 
They continued this busmess together until 
September, 1872, when Mr. Hendrixson ac- 
cidentally stepped into the cylinder of the 
machine while it was in motion, and his leg 
being torn off below the knee, he bled to 
death before a doctor could be procured. 
This took place at Hendrixson’s own farm. 
From that time on until 1 Mr. Rudberg 
carried on threshing by himself in connection 
with his farm interests, but at the date men- 
tioned removed to the-village of Dassel, and 
in company with his brothers, purchased in- 
terests in the business of Charles Morris, the 
pioneer general merchandise store of that 
place. Morris & Rudberg Bros. remained 
in trade until 1881, when selling out, our sub- 
ject, in company with his brother Louis, 
bought the Dassel lumber yard, and estab- 
lished at the same time the furniture busi- 
ness. Louis Rudberg died in January, 1884, 
and John operated the entire business from 
that time on, and js still engaged in those 
lines. 

Mr. Rudberg was united in marriage, in 
Sweden, with Miss Mary Johnson, a native 
of that country. 
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ETER GROTTE, of Acton township, 
S- has charge of the farm which orig- 
inally belonged to Robinson Jones, who was 
murdered by the Indians in 1862. Peter 
Grotte, who carries on farming and _ stock- 
raising on this historic piece of land, is a son 
of Halda and Carrie Grotte, and was born in 
Norway, on the 17th of December, 1856. 
The family came tothe United States in 
1868, pushed on to the Northwest, and after 
a stay of a few weeks in Minneapolis, they 
came to Meeker county, and the father pur- 
chased a tarm of forty acres on Long Lake. 
A year later this place was sold, and the 
father bought a farm on section 6, in Acton 
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township, where they lived for eleven years. 
At the expiration of that time one of the 
sons, Peter Peterson (Grotte), purchased the 
farm, and the father then bought the Jones 
place, on section 21, in the same township, 
where the family still live. The father died 
on the 6th of July, 1883, and since that time 
Peter Grotte, the subject of this sketch, has 
had charge of the farm and carried on the 
business. The farm is a valuable one, con- 
sisting of 160 acres of land, a good share of 
which is under cultivation. 

The parents of Peter Grotte, Halda and 
Carrie Grotte, had a family of five children, 
Whose names and ages were as follows— 
Mary, born March 13, 1848; Peter IH. Peter- 
son (Grotte), born November 17, 1852; Peter 
Grotte, born December 17, 1856; John, born 


December 20, 1860; Ingre, born April 2, 
1863, died May 15, of the same year. The 


family are active members of the Norwegian 
Lutheran Church. 
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ENRY AMES, one of the large land- 
owners and prominent citizens of Dar- 
win township, has his home upon section 6. 
He is largely interested in the manufacture of 
brick and tile, commencing that line of busi- 
ness in the autumn of 1882, by buying the But- 
ler brick yard. In the following spring, hav- 
ing purchased the place where he now lives, le 
removed the yard to its present location. This 
line of manufacture has been an eminent suc- 
cess in his hands from the very start. Ile 
has made upon this place over 8,000,000 brick 
alone from the clay that covered an acre and 
a half, and has an abundance of material lett. 
In the fall of 1887 Mr. Ames took some two 
or three tons of the clay to the Chicago Ex- 
position to test it, and tried it on all the dif- 
ferent brick-making machines exhibited, and 
on lis return burned the brick so made, and 
found that he could make his choice of the 
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machines, such was the fine quality of his 
material. He accordingly purchased the 
Kell & Son brick and tile machine, with a 
capacity of making 40,000 per day, and will 
start making brick and tile in the spring of 
1888. He gives employment to twenty-four 
men and from six to cight teams for nearly 
the whole year. Having some 420 acres of 
land, Mr. Ames devotes a share of his atten- 
tion to stock interests, principally in the way 
of Norman-Percheron horses and short-horn 
Durham cattle. 

IJenry Ames was born in Oswego, N. Y., 
May 4, 1846, and is the son of Harlow and 
Adeline Ames. Ie was reared in that part 
of the Empire State, and received his educa- 
tion in the excellent schools of that common- 
wealth. In 1863, when but seventeen years 
of age, he enlisted in the United States navy, 
at the Brooklyn navy-yard, and served 
throughout the war, on the flag-ship “ Lan- 
caster,” and spent much of the time in the 

-acific Ocean, the China Sea, and the Sea of 
Okhotsk, that vessel cruising there to pro- 
tect American commerce from the depreda- 
tions of rebel privateers. 

In 1867, after spending some time at his 
boyhood’s home, our subject came West, and 
located at Fort Dodge, Webster county, Iowa, 


where he took up the mason’s trade, and re- | 


mained about ten months, and then came to 
this county and settled in what is now Dassel 
township, then Swan Lake, and there made a 
stay of two years. While there he erected 
the first frame house in the township of Das- 
sel. In the spring of 1870 Mr. Ames re- 
moved to the young village of Litchfield, and 
for about two years was engaged at his trade, 
and then moved to Minneapolis, where he 
followed the same line of work til! fall. Ife 
went into the pineries then, and engaged in 
lumbering that season, returning at its close 
to the * Twin Cities.” 

Returning to Oswego, N. Y., in October, 
1872, he was there united in marriage, Octo- 


| 
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ber 10, with Miss Lottie Killan,and the same 
day started for his home in Dassel. Spend-~ 
ing the next winter in the saw-mill, in the 
spring he resumed the mason’s trade, in part- 
nership with C. L. Todd, but in the fall com- 
menced to carry on business by himself, anid 
continued in that line until the fall of 1Ss2, 
when he purchased his present place and em- 
barked in the brick-making business. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ames are the parents of three 
children-— Gordon, born August 10, 1874; 
Allan, born May 13, 1878, died January 25, 
1879; and Bessie, born December 3, 1881. 
In his political views Mr. Ames coincides 
with the democratic party, and supports the 
candidates of that organization. 
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AMUEL C. VINCENT, of Iingston 
<) township, came to Meeker county in 
1869, and settled where he now lives, on see- 
tion 4, where he is engaged in general farm- 
ing. He was born in Cortland county, N. 
Y., May 12, 1816, and is the son of Isaac and, 
Mary (McMullen) Vincent, native, also, of 
the Empire State, beth of whom died there, 

The subject. of our sketch was one of a 
family of thirteen children, born to his .par- 
ents. [lis brothers and sisters were—Abram, 
John, Sherwood, Charles, Cornelius, Char- 
lotte, Mercy, Hannah, Sallie, Pollie, Betsey, 
and Mary. Our subject was reared in the 
Empire State and there received his school- 
ing, and made it his home until 1869, when 
he came here, and has since that time been 
identified with the growth and progress of 
this county. Ilis early days were spent in 
the school room and in assisting his father in 
the labors upon their farm in the town of 
Truxton, but upon attaining his majority be 
commenced lumbering and farming, which 
he followed for some seven years. Ile was 
united in marriage, June 22, 1845, with Miss 
Emily Stewart, a native of Connecticut, born 
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November 29, 1820, and daughter of John 
and Susannah (Stone) Stewart, both of whom 
emigrated from “the land of steady habits” 
to New York, in an early day, when Mrs. 
Vincent was but four yearsof age. She was 
one of a family of eleven children, the others 
being—Curtis P., Frederick A., Charles G., 
John, W., Noble J., David P., Mathew J., 
Fannie, Corneliaand Mary A. This marriage 
took place in the county of Chemung, where 
he occupied official position at the time. By 
this union there were born to them four chil- 
dren—Sarah Jane, wife of Tobias Patton, of 
Kingston ; Orlo J., who married Miss Matilda 
Martin; Charles S., whose wife was Miss 
Flora Tolls, both of whom live in the same 
town; and Jennie, who is the wife of Charles 
Murch, living in Todd county. Mr. Vincent 
is a zealous member of the Methodist Church, 
a class leader, and quite prominent in Sun- 
day-school work, and an excellent, exem- 
plary Christian gentleman. 
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AMES PATTERSON, one of the influen- 
SJ} tial farmers of Collinwood township, 
having his home on section 10, was born in 
Augusta county, Va., August 138, 1838, and 
is the son of John and Susan (Cameron) Pat- 
terson, both of whom are natives of the same 
locality. His parents were farmers, and he 
resided with them, assisting in the labors 
attendant upon that avocation, until he was 
about nineteen years of age, at which time 
he moved into Lawrence count, Ohio, where 
he was employed for about eleven years in 
the Ironton iron furnaces. From there he 
emigrated to Tennessee, but, after two years 
spent in the smelting- works of that region, 
he came to Minnesota and settled in Dassel 
township, this county, from which locality he 
removed to his present farm. 

While a resident of Ironton, Ohio, in April, 
1861, Mr. Patterson enlisted in Company G, 
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Second Loyal Virginia Cavalry, and_pro- 
ceeded to Parkersburg, W. Va., the rendez- 
vous for organization. ‘He served with his gal- 
lant regiment for three years,and pi articipated 
in many skirmishes and on many a hotly con- 
tested field, both in the Shenandoah Valley 
and around Richmond and Petersburg. He 
was wounded in the battle of Mill Spring, 
N.C., and was discharged from the United 
States service June 30, 1865. 

Mr. Patterson was united in marriage, in 
January, 1868, with Miss Lucy Lunsford, a 
native of West Virginia, and daughter of 
Reuben and Nancy Lunsford. By this union 
there have been born a family of eleven chil- 
dren, as follows—Alice, born February 14, 
1869; Samuel, born October 13, 1870; Chris- 
tiana, born April 13, 1872; Mary Jane, born 
September 12, 1873; William, born March 
16, 1875; Rachel, born January 29, 1876; 
Lucinda Catherine, born November 20, 1879; 
Elizabeth, born February 17, 1852; Napo- 
leon, born January 8, 1885; and James, born 
December 19, 1887. 
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ENRY R. WILLIAMS, a prominent and 
intelligent farmer residing on section 
26, Forest Prairie township, was the third 
settler to locate east of Clearwater Lake, 
within the limits of Forest Prairic township, 
having settled there inthe fall of 1567. 
Mr. Williams was born in Saratoga county, 
N. Y., on the 24th of July, 1826, and is a 
son of Lewis and Martha Williams. Their 
parents were among the earliest settlers at 
what isnow Albany, N.Y. Lewis Williams, 
the father, followed lumbering in his early 
days, but the most of his life was devoted 
to farming. Heand his wife were exemplary 
citizens and were members of the Methodist 
Church. They had a family of six children, 
three boys and three girls, all of whom re- 
mained in New York State except Henry R. 
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The names of the children were Thomas, 
Henry K., Morgan, Betsie, Rebecca, and 
Catherine. 

Our subject, Henry R. Williams, grew to 
manhood in his native county, receiving a 
common school education and aiding his 
father on the farm, and remained in his na- 
tive State until 1867, when he came to Meeker 
county, and settled in Forest Prairie town- 
ship, where he has since lived, as above stated. 
He owns a farm of eighty acres and in con- 
nection with general farming he carries on a 
limited stock raising business. Since his res- 
idence here he has taken an active interest 
in public matters, and has been prominently 
identified with the official history of his 
township, having held various local offices. 
In political matters he affiliates with the 
republican party. 

Mr. Williams was married on the 27th of 
September, 1847, to Miss Rachel Caroline 
Rouse, a daughter of Grattan and Caroline 
Rouse, and a native of New York State. Her 
parents were natives of the Empire State, 
and were the parents of five children, one 


boy and four girls, as follows — Lida, 
Elizabeth, Sarah, Richard and Rachel. 


Mr. and Mrs Williams have been the par-> 


ents of nine children, one of whom, Sarah 
Jane, is dead. Those living are [Henry 
C., Richard R., Solomon, Franklin, Eliz- 
abeth, Josephine, Martha, and Anna E. Mr. 
and Mrs. Williams are zealous members and 
active supporters of the Methodist Church. 
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ES AVID MITCHELL. One of the oldest 
of the pioneers of Meeker county, and 


one of its leading farmers, is the gentleman 
whose name heads this sketch. Ife came 
here about July 1, 1856, and took a claim on 
the land where he now lives, on section 15, 
Forest City township. On the 160 acres 
upon which he originally settled he has made 
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all of the improvements, which are of a su- 
perior class. 

David Mitchell first saw the light in Troy, 
Waldo county, Me., October 25, 1832, and is 
the son of David and Sarah (Thompson, 
Mitchell. Ie was reared in the * Pine Tree 
State,” receiving his education at Bradley, 
Penobscot county, in the district schools of 
that village. At the age of sixteen years he 
adopted a seafaring life, and spent four years 
in the coasting trade and the West India 
tratic. Abandoning the vicissitudes of the 
sea, he engaged in milling on the noble Pe- 
nobscot river, which he followed for about 
two years, after ‘which he removed to Min- , 
nesota, and settled in Meeker county, as 
above mentioned. 

Mr. Mitchell was here during the tragic 
scenes of the Indian outbreak and massacre, 
and was at work on the stockade on the day 
the Indians made the attack on Forest City. 
After remaining until after the attack upon 
the stockade, he removed to Clearwater, 
where he remained some eighteen months. 
This and some few months’ absence in Co}- 
orado, constitute all the time spent by him 
out of this county since first settling here. 
He is one of few of the pioneers of Meeker 
county that have not been swept off by the 
scythe of Time, and has always occupied a 
prominent place in the respect and esteein of 
his fellow-citizens. Alvhougha republican in 
principles, and constant in the discharge ot 
his duties as a citizen, he has had no political 
aspirations, and has never filled any other 
office than that of school director, which he 
held for seven or eight years. 

Mr. Mitehbell was united in marriage, 
March 16, 1851, with Miss Belinda Ander- 
son, a native of Montville, Waldo county, 
Me., whodied May 3, 1884, after a brief ill- 
ness. She was the mother of seven chil- 
dren— Viola M., Mrs.Charles Boone, of Brown 
county, Dak. ; George I., who married Miss 
Emma Spaulding, and is living at Forest 
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City ; Ida, Mrs. Charles H. Atkinson, of For- 
est City ; Edith, Mrs. Rice.Gordon, living at 
the same place ; Oscar T. and Oro T., twins, 
now in Dakota; and Grace, living at home. 
All the children were born in this county, 
with the exception of the two eldest. 


TTO DERSCH, one of Grove City’s 
live business men,is engaged in the sale 


of farm machinery, and in running the meat 
market and feed store. Ile is the son of 
Otto and Elizabeth Dersch, natives of Ger- 
many, and was born in Germany while his 
parents were coming in search of fortune to 
America. The date of his advent was Feb- 
ruary 19, 1850. 

The parents settled in Washington county, 
Minnesota, on reaching the United States, 
where the voung Otto received his education 
in the district schools, until old enough to 
learn a trade, and there his parents died. 
He commenced life by learning the black- 
smith trade with William Post, with whom 
he remained two years and nine months, 
after which he worked nine months in the 
Monitor Plow Works at Minneapolis. En- 
tering the machine shops of the St. Paul & 
Daluth Railroad, Mr. Dersch followed his 
trade for two years more, after which he 
ran a locomotive engine for nearly a year. 
At the expiration of that engagement he 
came to Afton township, Washington county, 
and for eighteen months worked at the 
smith’s trade for Getchell & Co., in their saw- 
mill. After that he followed his business on 
his own account in various places, doing a 
little farming at times in connection with 
his craft. Coming then to this county, after 
farming for a while he remoyed to Grove 
City, and, putting up a dwelling and a 
smithy, followed the trade for three years, 
during which time he was the partner of 
Hover Mickelson in the saw-mill. At the 
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close of the third year he sold his interest in 
the mill, rented his shop, and established his 
present business, he having for some time 
back handled agricultural implements. Since 
then he has added the other branches of the 
business and is one of the leading business 
men of the village. He has held the office of 
city marshal and been a member of the vil- 
lage council, and is in his polities a stanch 
republican. 

Mr. Dersch has been twice married, the 
first time to Miss Louisa Brauer, November 
18,1873. She was the daughter of John and 
Louisa Brauer, and a resident of Washington 
county. She died July 2, 1880, leaving three 
children — Josephine, born June 24, 1874; 
William, born May 6, 1876, and Hubert, born 
January 29, 1879. His second marriage 
occurred January 16, 1881, at which time he 
wedded Miss Maria Muhly, daughter of 
Henry and Maria Muhly, who has borne him 
three children— Arthur, whose birth took 
place April 23, 1883; Lydia, born January 
4, 1886, and Adeline, born February 17, 1888. 
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KueS HRISTIAN L. HANSON, a successful 
2S and enterprising farmer and_ stock- 
raiser, residing on section 4, Danielson, is 
one of the pioneers of the township in which 
he lives. He is a son of Hans and Anna 
(Arnson) Christianson, and was born on the 
ith of November, 1833. His mother died in 
1838, and his father, who was born in 1802, 
married Hannah Nelson in 1889; the tather 
died January 28,1878. Christian remained 
on the farm with his father in Denmark 
until he was twenty-four years of age, when 
he went to Nakskon, Denmark, a city of 
about 5,000 population, where he rented 
property and engaged in the business of 
brewing malt-beer, and keeping a 
restaurant. In addition to this he rented a 
small farm adjoining the city, and followed 
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these combined lines of business for eight 
years, When he sold cut. On the 7th of 
November, 1860, he was married to Miss 
Gena Hanson, a daughter of Hans C. and 
Christianna Hanson, who was born December 
15, 1833. 

On March 28, 1866, Mr. Hanson, with his 
family, started for the United States, and, 
when they were about half way across the 
ocean, cholera broke out on board the ship, 
and about 300 persons died, Mr. Hanson 
losing two of his children and a bired man, 
from the dread disease. When the vessel 
got near New York they were quarantined, 
and were not allowed to land, until the 
28th of May. Upon landing, a man who 
could talk the Dane language, approached 
Mr. Hanson, and stated, that he would attend 
to shipping their goods to Minnesota. The 
goods were never heard of afterward, and 
it was a very severe loss to Mr. Hanson, as 
he had an abundance of household goods, 
He afterward corresponded with the consuls 
from Norway and Denmark, but to no avail. 
From New York the family proceeded to 
Faribault, Minn., where Mr. Hanson left 
them, while he traveled about in search of a 
suitable location. Finally, on the 6th of 
July, he settled upon a homestead on section 
4, in Danielson township, Meeker county, 
Minn., where he has since lived. He erected 
the second frame house in the townshlp, 
hauling his shingles and flooring from St. 
Cloud. He now owns one of the finest farms 
in the township, and has splendid building 
improvements, besides a beautiful grove of 
four acres of his own planting. Mr. Ilanson 
has taken an active interest in all matters 
affecting the welfare of the township, and 
has held a great many local offices of impor- 
tance, including those of school director, 
township supervisor, treasurer, road overseer, 
ete. He has always filled every position, to 
which his fellow-citizens have called him, 
with credit to himself and satisfaction to all 
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concerned. In political matters, he does not 
follow the dictates of any party, but acts in 
an independent manner. 

The marriage-of Mr. and Mrs. Janson has 
been blessed with the following named chil- 
dren—Matilda S. (who died April 21, 1866, 
on board ship) was born May 5, 1862; 
Francena D., born August 1, 1863; <Arnt 
Peter (who also died on board ship, April 
19, 1866), born February 5, 1865; Arnt I. 
H., born November 18, 1866, died June 15, 
1868 (the first death in the township); Arnold 
P. E., born December 1, 1868; Tilda Celia, 
born July 31, 1871; William M., born May 
24, 1873; and Levi Benjamin, born April 
27, 1875. 
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UGUST SALLBERG, one of the most 
enterprising and energetic merchants 
and business men of Dassel, is a native of 
Sweden, born in the parish of Norungo, 
Vestagothlund, January 13, 1845. He was 
reared upon a farm in his native land unti] 
he was some eighteen years of age, and after 
that followed railroading in the old country, 
but emigrated to America in 1869, and came 
directly to Minnesota and for a time worked * 
on the railroad. Later on, he commenced 
doing contract work which he followed until 
1871, at which time he entered a clothing 
store in St. Cloud, as salesman. He followed 
the profession of clerk there for over a year, 
and then went to St. Paul and traveled for a 


wholesale clothing house of that city, 
through northern Iowa and Minnesota. 
With them he remained five years, and 


then for three years represented a Chicago 
clothing firm upon the road. In October. 
1880, he purchased the general stock of mer- 
chandise of Rudberg Bros., and soon after 
moved to Dassel and took charge of the 
business. In’ February, 1883, the building 
in which he was, was destroyed by fire, and 
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he immediately put up the handsome brick 
building where he is now located, which 

206x120 feet in size, two stories high, and 
erected at a cost of $10,000. He moved 
into this fine edifice September 5, following 
the fire. For a number of years he was 
largely interested in the Dassel elevator, and 
at another time owned and carried on a 
Jarge farm in the neighborhood, but has 
abandoned all outside speculations, confining 
himself wholly to his mercantile business. 

Mr: Sallberg has been twice married. The 
first thne, December 15, 1875, he was united 
with Miss Jennie Kline, of St. Paul, who 
died January 22, 1885, leaving two chil- 
dren— Arthur Julian and Emil Robert. 
May 38, 1886, Mr. Sallberg wedded Mrs. Jo- 
anna Rudberg, the widow of Jonas Rudberg, 
a history of chee appears elsewhere. By 
this marriage they have one child—Jen- 
nie I. 

Mr. Sallberg is a Christian gentleman, an 
active member of the Lutheran Church, and 
an admirable citizen and receives the highest 
meed of respect from all. 


JETER E. HANSEN, of Litchfield, a pio- 
=" neer of Meeker county, and one of 
the most prominent citizens in this part of 
the State, is a nativeof Sweden, born on the 

12th of June, 1845. Ilis parents were Hans 
and Betsy Peterson, both natives of the same 
country. They came to America in company 
with about 150 others of the same national- 
itv, and landed in New York on the 4th of 
July, 1857. From there they pursued their 
Journey westward to Minnesota, coming by 
way of Dunleith, IIL, then the terminus of 
the railway lines, and Dubuque, Iowa. They 
stopped for about one month at Carver, 
Minn., where a full outfit of oxen, wagons 
and other supplies was purchased, and came 
on, stopping briefly at Glencoe, [Lutchinson 
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and Greenleaf, and finally arrived at Lar- 
son’s Grove, in what is now Litchfield town- 
ship, Meeker county, Minn. There they re- 
mained about two weeks, and the men made 
exploring trips in search of land. The bulk 
of the original party that left the old country 
settled in various other counties in the North- 
west, while about fifty found homes in 
Meeker county, mostly in Swede Grove 
township. Among the number who were 
members of the party who found homes in 
Meeker county, were the following—Bengt 
Ijansen, J. are Nels Larson, Hogan Pe- 
terson, cares Peterson, Nels Hansen, Ole’ 
Welton Peter Larson, Andrew Larson, Nils 
Clemens, Nils Elofson, Andrew Elofson, 
Peter Elofson, Nils II. Peterson and Peter 
I. Peterson. 

Hans Peterson, the father of Peter E. 
Hansen, found land that suited him, and took 
a preémption on section 29, in Swede 
Grove township, where he began improve- 
ments, and where the family lived in quiet, 
contentment and prosperity until the terrible 
massacre of 1862. Something of the disad- 
vantage under which these Swedish pioneers 
labored may be understood when it is stated 
that not a man in the colony could speak 
English, and they were totally ignorant of 
American customs or manners. The Han- 
sen family, or rather Jans Peterson's family, 
moved onto their claim on the 3d of August, 
1857, and their first move was to put up a 
shed, which was constructed of poles laid 
from tree to tree, thereby making a frame- 
work. Instead of covering this with hay 
and matting it down, so as to shed water, the 
father directed that it be covered with brush. 
Of course, whenever it rained, the family 
would be drenched and nearly drowned out. 
When this occurred the father would direct 
the boys to put on more brush, and it would 
accordingly be piled on, but to no avail, how- 
ever. A little later a stable was built, with 
the framework arranged like a pyramid, into 
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which the family was moved, and which did 
very well fora time. The most of the trad- 
ing, both as to lumber and provisions, at that 
time, was done in St. Paul or Minneapolis, as 
the trading post at Forest City was then a 
small affair, as one old settler puts it, “the 
whole stock of goods could be loaded on a 
wheelbarrow.” An old second-hand stove 
had been purchased by Mr. Peterson, but he 
had been unable to secure but one length of 
pipe, so after a little perplexing study, a 
hollow log was substituted and thus the pro- 
per length of pipe was secured. When this 
got dry and well-seasoned, however, it took 
fire, thereby creating much excitement and 
leaving them in the same predicament as be- 
fore. This was remedied, however, and mat- 
ters again ran smooth. As cold weather ap- 
proached, in the fall of 1857, a cellar was 
dug about forty feet square, but as no frame- 
work could be secured, planks were laid over 
the top, and it was covered with gravel and 
earth. Then the question arose as to how 
the “dug out ” should be lighted, and finally 
a little framework was constructed overhead 
in which were set panes of glass. This did 
very well for atime, but when snow came 
and covered it up, the dogs, which the family 
kept, fell through the window. When it 
rained the water soaked right through, as 
the roof was flat, and it was necessary to 
keep all the clothes and perishable goods in 
barrels to prevent them from being ruined. 
A short time later, however, they put in plank, 
and otherwise improved the condition of 
things, and thus they occupied the “ cellar” 
for about three years, or until in 1860, when 
they procured lumber from a saw-mill which 
had been started in what is now Acton town- 
ship, and with this they completed a house, 
into which they moved and lived for about 
two years, in peace and prosperity. 

During this time there were but few, if 
any, new settlers. There were many Indians 
roving through the country, and in camp 
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near the cabins of the settlers, and the pio- 
neers were constantly trading back and forth 
with them. They were always friendly, but 
occasionally a little troublesome, on account 
of their begging, and especially their stealing 
propensities, yet as a rule, if the right course 
was followed, stolen goods could generally 
be recovered. Peter Hansen was associated 
with the Indians a great deal. He was an 
inveterate hunter in those days, and became 
noted as a dead shot, and for that matter he 
has maintained his reputation and skill in 
that line to the present day. His relations 
with the Indians were always pleasant and 
friendly until the time of the outbreak. 

On the morning of the memorable Sunday 
that inaugurated the carnival of bloodshed— 
the 17th day of August, 1862—a band of 
fourteen Indians passed the Peterson claim 
on their way to the Manannah woods, and it 
Was supposed, from subsequent develop- 
ments, that they went to murder a man 
against whom they had a grudge. Failing, 
however, to find him, they returned, stop- 
ping at Hogan Peterson’s, where they learned 
of the Jones and Baker massacre, and passed 
near the scene of that slaughter, exchanged 
a few shots with some settlers who had gath- 


ered there, and then made their way south-- 


westerly to the Minnesota River. 

The news of the Jonesand Baker murders 
spread among the settlers like wildfire, not- 
withstanding the fact that the country was 
so sparsely settled. On Monday the word 
came to get together and prepare for defense 
or flight, and at Hansen’s a few things were 
piled into the wagon, the oxen hitched up, 
and they went to a postoftice on section 63, 
Swede Grove township, where about one 
hundred families had gathered; but the fear 


had seized all, and they at once proceeded to. 


the shores of Lake Ripley, where they 
camped on the night of the 1Sth of August. 
Very few slept that night, as every new 
arrival reported horrible murders and savage 
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atrocities committed by the Indians. The 
next morning they went to Forest City, 
where the families were left. P. E. Hansen 
and his father, accompanied by several 
others, then started out to go back to the 
farm for provisions. When out a short dis- 
tance they met the remnant of a flecing 
party, several of whom had been killed and 
mutilated, and then they realized that an 
Indian outbreak had really been inaug- 
urated, and that the previous killing was not 
an isolated or single case, but was merely 
the beginning of a terrible warfare on the 
part of the Indians to drive the whites from 
what they considered their hunting grounds. 
The party at once returned to Forest City, 
and .a fort was at once built. Provisions 
were scarce, and it was some time before 
any one ventured out in search of any. 
Peter Hansen, however, with his gun, man- 
aged to keep his father’s and_ several 
other families, supplied with wild game. 
About a week later a party of eight 
or ten started out for the purpose of 
burying dead and picking up wounded. 
They got as far as Peter Loen’s, on sec- 
tion 5, Swede Grove township, _ fifteen 
miles from Forest City, where they ex- 
changed several shots with Indians, no one 
being hurt, and then turned and came back. 
The next day the “company of forty-one” 
was organized, P. E. Hansen, being among 
the number. After the return of this expe- 
dition to Forest City, they went to work and 
completed the fort, but not a family moved 
into it on that night, all sleeping in the huts 
they had been oceupying. During the night 
the Indians made an attack, and every one 
scrambled for the fort immediately after the 
first volley, some in undress uniform, while 
others were covered with blankets and bed 


quilts. The Indians withdrew the following 
morning. After this, for a week or two, 


every one stayed pretty close to the fort. 
Provisions were very scarce ; flour was meted 
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out to the various fainilies in equal parts, and 


was worth almost its weight in gold. About 
two weeks after the attack the Ilansens 


started one evening for the farm for the pur- 
pose of getting provisions. They fastened 
their oxen, upon reaching the farm, and 
loaded the wagon with provisions, ‘after 
which, as the father thought there was no 
danger, they went into the bed-room and laid 
down in order to get some rest. Just as 
they were about to fall asleep, they were 
aroused by a frightful crash in the outer 
room. In an instant they were wide awake, 
and as visions of painted, blood-thirsty say- 
ages flashed through their brains their hair 
stood on end. A moment later they heard 
the welcome “meow” of a cat, and the 
attack was explained, much to their relief. 
The cat, in its attempt to gain admittance, 
had broken through the window. They 
then returned to Forest City, where their 
provisions were divided with their friends, 
and therefore the supply did not last over a 
week. In the meantime those coming in 
brought terrible reports of Indian ravages. 
Notwithstanding this fact, the father, Ilang 
Peterson, decided to again go to the farm. 
He yoked the oxen, and, taking an old 
double-barreled shot gun, started. He 
found the cattle about the house and salted 
them, thinking their presence was a pretty 
safe indication that that there were no In- 
dians about, as they would stampede at 
sight or smell of a “redskin.” Ile lit a 
lamp in the house and went to work in earn- 
est, and had loaded the wagon nearly full, 
when suddenly he heard the cattle running 
and bellowing. He dashed out and found 
the cattle on the run, and a few moments 
later he heard the Indians yelling about the 
cabin. Ile kept on in his northeast course, 
and laid all the next day in the Manannah 
woods, and at night made his way back to 
Forest City. There he told the story, and 


for two weeks no further attempt was made 
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by them to reach the farm. At the end of 
that time, Peter Hansen, accompanied by 
several others, again visited the farm by 
night, and found the house burned to the 
ground, and while there were startled by 
hearing the Indians yelling in the distance. 
They «at once took the back track and 
arrived in Forest City before day-break, 
having tramped over thirty miles during the 
night. No further trips were made until in 
November, when matters had quieted down 
somewhat. They then found the cattle all 
right, but the Indians had smashed every 
thing in the wagon and feasted on the sheep, 
evidently having camped near by for some 
time. The family remained at Forest City 
for about three years, and then, in 1865, the 
“Indian war” having closed, they returned 
to Swede Grove township and settled upon a 
homestead, which the father had taken on 
section 20. The old folks still live upon the 
place. — 

We now take up the personal history of 
Peter E. Hansen. He remained at home 
until the 19th of June, 1867, when he was 
married to Rachel Halverson. The cere- 
mony was performed at Forest City by 
*Squire James B. Atkinson, and the event 
was heartily celebrated by a large attend- 
ance of friends. Their union has been blessed 
with ‘four children, as follows—Nellie O., 
born February 3, 1871; Harry A., born Feb- 
ruary 8, 1873; Jennie I., born August 16, 
1875; and Lillie May, born February 5, 1886. 
Mr. Hansen has been successful beyond the 
lot of most men, and is now among the larg- 
est land-owners in the State. Ile is owner, 
either alone or jointly with a partner, of 
78,000 aeres of land, situated in Meeker, 
Renville, Kandiyohi, Stearns, Douglas, Pope 
Grant, Otter Tail and Wright counties, and 
besides has large landed interests in the city 
of Minneapolis and several villages. Ie is 


one of the directors and also vice president of | 


the Meeker County Bank, and holds stock in 


a number of local enterprises. In 1880 he 
was appointed as agent of the Manitoba 
Railway Company to handle their lands, and 
now has charge of the railroad lands in 
Meeker, Carver, Wright, and Renville coun- 
ties, and part of Stearns county. He 
is also loan agent for the Kelly Brothers, 
of Minneapolis. Mr. Hansen is recognized 
as one of the shrewdest and best  busi- 
ness men in this part of the State. He 
has acquired immense property interests, and 
has always taken an active interest in all 
matters calculated to benefit the locality in 
which he lives. Mr. Hansen resides on sec- 
tion 18, Litchfield township, although he 
carries on business in the village; and his 
residence and farm improvements are among 
the finest to be found anywhere in the State. 
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Re WHITNEY. Among the old set- 

tlers of Meeker county, who are still 
spared to this world, there is none more 
worthy of mention in a work of this charac- 
ter than the gentleman whose name heads 
this sketch. He came to this county in 
March, 1857, with his brother, A. P. Whit- 
ney, S. B. Hutchins and others, and settled 
at Kingston, where he still lives. He helped 
build the mill put up by Whitney, Averill & 
Hutchins, in 1857 and 1858, which was the 
first grist-mill in the county, and from the 
day of his first location here has always been 
identified with the onward progress and _de- 
velopment of this region. 

The subject of this biography was born in 
Somerset county, Me., August 18, 1S15, and 
is the son of William and Olive (Parlin) 
Whitney, who were natives of Connecticut 
and Massachusetts, respectively. Ile was 
reared in Penobscot county, in the * Pine 
Tree State,” and there received the elements 
of hisedueation. On attaining his majority, 
he commenced farming in his native State. 
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Ife came to Minnesota in 1857,and as he 
had a knowledge of mill-wrighting, having 
worked at that business a few years, he helped 
pat up the Hennepin Island Mill, the first 
grist-mill at Minneapolis. In 1857 he came 
to this county as above mentioned, and has 
been a resident nearly ever since. On his 
arrival in Meeker county, Mr. Whitney pre- 
empted 160 acres of land on section 21, where 
henow lives. In 1861 he went to California, 
where he remained until December, 1864, 
when he returned to this place, which he has 
brought .to a high state of cultivation and 
finely improved until it isas desirable a piece 
of property as any in the county. 

Mr. Whitney and Miss Rebecca Carvill 
were united in the bonds of marriage, March 
10, 1879. His life companion and helpmeet, 
who is a lady of rare accomplishments and 
intelligence, is a native of Lewiston, Andros- 
cogein county, Me., born December 23, 1827, 
.and is the daughter of Sewell and Tama 
(Higgins) Carvill, she being the sixth child in 
their family of thirteen. Of them there are 
seven, besides her, still surviving — Submit, 
Mary, Milton, Jefferson, Wesley, Alonzo and 
Alphonso. The latter was a physician, who 
came to Kingston in 1867, and made his hoine 
here for several years; Jefferson resides in 
Dassel township, this county; most of the 
rest still live in New England. Mrs. Whit- 
ney haying received considerable schooling, 
learned the trade of coat-making, at which 
she worked some thirty years. In the spring 
of 1848 she went to Boston, and in that city 
followed her trade twenty-nine years, board- 
ing at one place fourteen years. 
the course of a busy life, with characteristic 
thrift, accumulated a nice property, owning 
as she does the East Kingston Mill, which 
cost her $7,000. 

Mr. Whitney is a greenbacker in his polli- 
tics and a supporter of the Grange movement. 
Both he and his estimable wife are held in 
hich esteem wherever known, and theirmany 
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years of residence has made them respected 
and well-known throughout nearly the whole 
county. 

In another department of this Arzu will 
be found portraits of both Mr. and Mrs. 
Whitney. 


DWIN F. PROCTOR. Among the 
leading citizens of the village of Das- 
sel there is none more prominent than the 
gentleman whose name heads this sketch. 
He is the son of William and Rhoda (Snow) 
Proctor, both of whom were natives of Ver- 
mont, who had gone with their parents into 
the wilds of St. Lawrence county, N. Y., the 
former at the age of twelve years, and the 
latter at the age of seven. There they at- 
tained the years of manhood and woman- 
hood, and were married, and made their 
home. At the time of the Mexican war, 
William Proctor, being impelled by the 
ardor that dwells in each patriot’s breast, 
enlisted in Company D, Ninth United States 
Infantry, and was wounded in one of the 
battles at the gates of the city of Mexico, in 
1847, and died shortly after in the general 
hospital in that “City of the Montezumas.” 
Mrs. Proctor is now making her home with 
her son, Edwin F. 

The subject of our present sketch was 
born at Massena, St. Lawrence county, N.Y., 
in 1840, and made his home in his native 
town until 1855, when he took Ilorace 
Greeley’s advice and moyed westward, set- 
tling at Madison, Wis., where he found em- 
ployment in a brickyard. In that city he 
remained until the fall of 1860, when he re- 
moved to Marshall, Wis., and attended school 
that winter. While peacefully pursuing his 
studies, in the eventful spring of 1561, the 
toesin of war rang out, and thousands of 
hurrying feet pressed on to the front of bat- 
tle in defence of their country, and in res- 
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ponse to the call of the General Government 
for troops to suppress the unholy -rebellion. 
Mr. Proctor, with the spirit of his noble sire, 
came forward at once, and enlisted in Com- 
pany A, Third Wisconsin Infantry, on the Ist 
of April, 1861, for three-zmonths service, but 
was not mustered in under this enlistment. 
On the 18th of April, he enlisted for three 
years or during the war; and onthe 21st of 
December, 1863,he re-enlisted, in Tennessee, 
as a veteran for three years more, making, 
until his discharge, a term of service of four 
years and four months. In the three-months 
term he had been corporal, but in the spring 
of 1862 he was made duty sergeant, and in 
1864 orderly sergeant. In April, 1865, he 
was duly commissioned second lieutenant 
for gallant and meritorious conduct, and in 
July following, received the rank of first 
lieutenant. During the first part of his term 
- of service, he served with his regiment with 
the Armies of the Potomac and of the Shen- 
andoah, and participated in the engagements 
at Bolivar Heights, Winchester, Cedar Moun- 
tain, Antietam, Chancellorville and Beverly 
Ford. The command (Twelfth Corps) to 
which he was then attached, was transferred 
with the Seventh Corps to the WesternArmy, 
and under General Sherman, he was present 
with his regiment, in the thickest of the con- 
flicts that raged around Atlanta, and 
was actively engaged there, and in the 
subsequent March to the Sea, under that 
matchless General, and in the engagements 
that marked its progress. He participated 
in fourteen general engagements in all, and 
was slightly wounded in two battles—Chan- 
ecllorville and Antietam. He took part in 
the grand review at Washington, in June, 
1865, after which he received his discharge 
and came home, Cincinnatus like, laying the 
sword down for the plow handle. IIe came 
to Minnesota, and took up a homestead on 
section 4, of the town of Dassel, in the month 
of May, 1869. Upon this place he remained 


 ———— 


engaged in agricultural pursuits until 1885, 
when he traded a portion of his estate for 
his village property, and sold the balance, 
and is now living a retired life, being unable 
physically to longer carry on agricultural 
labor. His exposure while in the army, 
brought on rheumatism, from which he has 
never recovered, and for which he now draws 
a small pension, $12 per month, from the 
government. 

Mr. Proctor and Miss Emeline P. Frost 
were united in marriage January 18, 1864, 
while he was home on his veteran furlough. 
The lady is a native of Delaware county, 
Ohio, and is the daughter of Alva and Per- 
milla Frost. Her parents came to Ohio in 
1816, and settled in Delaware county. July 
7, 1847, they removed to Dodge county, 
Wis., where they lived until the death of 
Myr. Frost, June 29, 1867. His wife came to 
Minnesota in 1874, and died in this county 
April 6, 1883. 

Mr. and Mrs Proctor are the parents of 
four children—Justin T., Elwin Z., Della D., 
and Elward J. Elwin ‘died July 19, 1881, 
the rest are living. Mr. Proctor was one of 
the charter members of Colfax Post No. 133, 
G. A. R., Department of Minnesota, and its 
first commander, and is now the quarter- 
master of that post. 
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THO H. CAMPBELL. Prominent 
among the influential, leading citizens 


of Manannah township, and of Meeker coun- 
ty, is Mr. Campbell, of whom this narrative 
is written. IHHecame to the village of Kings- 
ton in the year 1866, and entered into. the 
general merchandise trade in connection with 
Whiting Bros., a Clearwater firm. One 
year later he purchased the interest of his 
partners, and for two years pursued the busi- 
ness alone. At the end of that time he re- 
moved to the new village of Litehfield, and, 
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purchasing the Lake Ripley House, ran the 
hotel for two years, after which, disposing 
of all property in that place, he removed to 
Manannah, and purchased an interest with 
N. C. Hines in the flour and grist mill. In 
1877 he became the sole proprictor, since 
which time he has added many improye- 
ments. In 1880 he put in steam engine and 
boilers, so that he can run either by steam 
or water. During 1887 the mill was remod- 
eled, and full sets of rolls placed in it, and it 
now ranks as one of the best in this part of 
the State. 

‘O. H. Campbell was born in Hartford, 
Conn., August 1, 1844, and is the son of 
Jamesand Esther (Griswold) Campbell. The 
father was a native of Vermont, and had 
removed to Connecticut, where he became 
an insurance agent. The mother, who was 
a representative of the noted Griswold fam- 
ily, was a native of Connecticut. 

The subject of our sketch, at the age of 
seventeen, entered an insurance office in his 
native city, where he remained until Septem- 
ber, 1862, when he enlisted in Company B, 
Twenty-Second Connecticut Infantry, and 
served in the Army of the Potomac for some 
ten months, when he was discharged. Dur- 
ing this time the regiment had participated 
in the siege of Suffolk, Va., the capture of 
Forts Huger and Nansemond, where it was 
under fire for two days. This was while it 
was a part of the Twenty-Second Army 
Corps and in Abercrombie’s Division. It 
was then sent to West Point, and, under 
General Gordon, made the advance on NRich- 
mond and the noted Blackberry road. On 
its return, its time being out, it was ordered 
home and discharged. 

On his discharge, after another year spent 
in the insurance business in Hartford, ne 
came out West, and, after one year spent at 
Clearwater, came to Meeker county. — Ile 
was married April 24, 1867, at Clearwater, 
to Miss Isa Creath, a native of Washington 
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county, Me., and daughter of John and Mar- 
garet (Miars) Creath. By this union there 
have been born four children, namely—Ar- 
thur, born March 8, 1868; Ernest, born No- 
vember 9, 1869; Marian, born May 16, 1876; 
and Harry, born August 4, 1879. 

Mr. Campbell has been prominently iden- 
tified with the official life of the county, hav- 
ing served as chairman of the board of town 
supervisors, as justice of the peace, and in 
the fall of 1S87 was only defeated by a sinall 
majority for the office of State senator. 


Kio, EORGE W. CLARK, one of the “brave 

OR boys in blue,” makes his home in 
Collinwood township, on section 22, and is a 
valued citizen. He is a native of Henry 
county, lowa, born December 29, 1845, and 
is the son of John A. and Sarah (Butler) 
Clark, whose birthplace was in Ohio, When 


‘about four years of age his parents removed 


to Jo Daviess county, Jll., where the father 
was employed in Jead-mining until 1852, 
In April of that year they moved to St. 
Paul, and for two years the father of 
our subject was employed in a lumber 
mill. From there they migrated to Ilen- 
derson, Sibley county, and in that place 
made their home, John Clark being engaged 
in transporting supplies for Indian Agent 
Brown until his death, which occurred Au- 
gust 18, 1857. 

The subject of this memoir commenced 
work, on the death of his father, in the office 
of the Jlenderson Democrat, to learn the 
printer's trade. While peacefully following 
the art he had chosen, he heeded the call of 
his country, then in the throes of civil: war, 
and enlisted in Company I, Eighth Minne- 
sota Infantry, in August, 1862. and partici 
pated in the expedition under General Sully. 
In the fall of 1864, he was sent South to help 
suppress the rebellion, and the regiment he- 
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ame a part of the famous 23d Army Corps 
under General Scofield, and was present at 
many of the conflicts that terminated the 
war. He received an honorable discharge in 
- 1865, and returned home, but shortly remoy- 
ed to Meeker county, and made a settlement 
in Ellsworth township. He made his home 
there for two years and then purchased 200 
acres of land on the section 
lives, in Collinwood. 

Mr. Clark was married December 15, 1876, 
to Miss Sarah Grant, a native of Indiana, 
born in Jennings county, August 31, 1856. 
By this union there has been born six chil- 
dren, of whom the following is the record— 
Willis was born June 2, 1878; James was 
born August 16, 1880; Arthur, born July 7, 
1879, and died August 20, Foillvsey: ing; Geor ge 
R., born April We 1882; Clara J., eee F a 
ruary 20, 1885; and Ida F., was born Decem- 


ber 7, 1887. 
W.HAWKINSON, of Grove City. A 
large proportion of the citizens of 
Meeker county are of foreign birth, and are 
men who have brought with them to their 
new home in America the habits of industry 
and thrift so common in their own country, 
and with the chances afforded in the United 


where he now 
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States, have risen by their own efforts 
to an easy competence. Among these is 
Mr. Hawkinson, who was born at the 


home of his parents, William and Ellen 
Hawkinson, in Sweden, November 16, 1840. 
He was reared to manhood in the land of 
his birth, and there, April 24, 1866, he was 
unitedin marriage with Miss Hannah Nelson. 
Three years later, leaving his family, he 
came across the stormy Atlantic in search of 
a home in the free land of «America, and 
coming at once to Minnesota, Jocated at Cot- 
tage Grove, about fifteen miles from St. 
Paul, where he was engaged in wagon-mak- 
ing until December, 1869, and then came to 
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Litchfield, then a new village, just started, 
where he was employed in wagon-making 
and in carpentering until 1870, when, feeling 
assured of the future, he returned to the old 
country for his family, with whom he arrived 
in Litchfield May 15,1871. Ile followed his 
trade until thesucceeding November, when he 
remoyed to Swede Grove township, where 
he built him a house on his farm, and lived 
there for two years, renting the land and 
working at carpentering. He then com- 
menced farming himself,and at odd times 
pursued his trade, and in this manner put in 
his time for five years more. During this: 
time he had erected, for C. E. Lundberg, an 
elevator of 60,000 bushels capacity, which, 
when he had finished, he took charge of for 
the owner, and operated for seven years. 
The most of this time he made his home upon 
his farm, driving in and out each morning 
and evening. By this time he had acquired 
some 280 acres of land, but in 1881 he built a 
house in the village and managed his farm 
by hired help. In the fall of 1886 he gave 
up running the elevator, and engaged in the 
business of selling lumber, farm machinery, 
wagons, buggies, paints, oils, etc., mm com- 
pany with B. Bresden. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hawkinson are the parents 
of five children—Andrew, Nels, Alfred, El- 
mer and Minnie. The eldest, Andrew, is a 
graduate of the Northwestern College at 
Minneapolis. In politics Mr. Hawkinson is 
a stanch adherent to the principles of the re- 
publican party. 


«> REDERICK SPATH, living on section 
= 10, Dassel township, is one of the 
leading farmers of that the 
county. IHeisa native of Wiirtemberg, Ger- 
many, born February 11, 1825, and the son 
of William and Catherine Spath, both of 
whom are also natives of the German 
Empire. 
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Frederick, at the age of sixteen years left 
the fatherland for America, and on his arvi- 
ral in Philadelphia, Pa., commenced learn- 
ing the blacksmith trade in that city. Tle 
remained there until 1856, at which date he 
came to Minnesota, and settled in Hennepin 
county, and opened a blacksmith shop, about 
seven miles northof Minneapolis. About a 
year later he removed to Anoka county, 
among the earliest pioneers of that section, 
and preémpted a farm in the town of Bethel. 
There he made his home until 1864. During 
the Indian outbreak of 1862. much excite- 
ment was felt in that county and most of 
the settlers left the town. Mrs. Spath kept 
her children dressed and ready to start at a 
moment’s warning for three days and nights, 
while waiting for news of the appearance 
of the savages, who never came. The 
trouble died out and people soon came back 
to their homes, there as elsewhere. In 1864 
Mr.Spath came toKingston,this county,where 
he opened a blacksmith shop, and continued 
to follow that calling for two years in that 
place. In 1866 he removed to the town of 
Dassel, then known as Swan Lake, and took 
a homestead of eighty acres of land in sec- 
tion 10, where his family lived nine years. 
He worked for a while on the construction 
of the railroad, and on the laying out of 
the village of Dassel opened a smithy in that 
place. His family moved into the latter in 
1875, where they all remained until 1881, 
when he sold out his interests and returned 
to the farm, which is now increased to 120 
acres, more than half of it undera high state 
of cultivation, and upon which he has erect- 
ed some fine buildings. On the organization 
of the town in 1867, he was appointed one 
of the town supervisors, and the following 
year was chairman of the board. He was, also, 
one of the first village trustees and held 
that office for three years consecutively. 

Mr. Spath was married in the city of 
Philadelphia, September 10, 1849, to Miss 
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Catherine Phipps, a native of Phiiadelphic. 
By this union there have been born six chil- 
dren, namely-— William, living in Dakota: Ka- 
tie, Mrs.John Bunker,of the village of Dassel; 
Frank P, who is carrying on the blacksmith 
trade in the same village; Susan, Mrs. M. 
Penny, of Dassel township; Fred P. and 
Sarah, at home. 
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22 ILAS W. LEAVITT, one of the lead- 
J ing citizens of the village of Litchfield, 
isa native of Gilmanton, N. H., born in 1848. 
and is a of Joseph S. and Hannah 
(Cotton) Leavitt. He remained at home with 
his parents until he had attained the ave of 
seventeen years, when he enlisted in August, 
1863, in Company A, Fifteenth New Hamp- 
shire Infantry, and with that gallant: regi- 
ment served one year. He participated in 
the siege and capture of Port Hudson, and 
was discharged with the regiment in October, 
1864. For the two years following he was 
compelled to suffer much from a disease of 
the eyes contracted while in the service.’ 
Becoming able to use his eyes he went to 
Dover, in the saine State, where he remained 
a year. From there he moved to Boston, 
and for three years was engaged in clerical’ 
labor in that city. Following the advice of 
Horace Greeley, he then eame West, and for 
some time was prospecting through the 
country. After looking the State over, Mr. 
Leavitt decided to locate in Meeker county, 
and, in 1868, purchased a farm in the town 
of Greenleaf, where he made his home until 
the fall of 1871, when, being elected to the 
office of clerk of the distriet court, he re- 
moved to the village of Litchfield. For 
twelve successive yeurs he filled that respon- 
sible position with the utmost credit, and de- 
clineda fourth re-election. During most of 
this time he was also engaged in the lumber 
business in Litchfield. Mr Leavitt 
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elected president of the board of education of 
the village, in September, 1880, and still fills 
that office. Onthe organization of Company 
H, First Regiment, Minnesota National 
Guards, in l’ebruary, 1883, he was elected cap- 
tain, and has served his full term of five 
years, but-at the solicitation of the company 
still remains in command. <At the close of 
his time he tendered his resignation, but the 
company unanimously rejected it, and as a 
testimony of their appreciation of his services 
they presented him with a very handsome 
gold watch and chain. On the formation of 
the creamery association, Mr. Leavitt was 
elected secretary and general manager of that 
institution, and has charge of that business 
at the present. 

Our subject was married in August, 1866, 
to Miss Mary D. Chapman, a native of 
Worcester, Mass., and by this union there has 
been born two children—Grace W., and 
Marian II. 


WX LBERT HUTCHINS, a young and 
ke enterprising farmer, of Collinwood 
township, was born in Yancy county, N. C., 
the 27th of May, 1849, and is the son of Jacob 
and Nancy (Buchanan) Ilutchins. is father 
was born in Berks county, N. C., June 19, 
1814, and is the son of Wright and Margaret 
Hutchins. The mother in the 


was born 


same county April19, 1814. Jacob Hutchins 


remained in the county of his birth until he 
was about thirty yews old, engaged in farm- 
ing, but, in the spring of 1844, moved to 
West Virginia, and there made his home 
until 1864, at which date he came to Collin- 
wood and settled on a homestead on section 
8. In 1879 he gave the place to his son, 
with whom he lives. He was inarried in 
1835 to Miss Nancy Buchanan, by whom he 
had fourteen children, namely—Anna, Louisa, 
Sarah, Mary, Thomas, Margaret, Elizabeth, 
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William, Albert, John, Oliver, 
Jennie, and Cynthia. 

Albert was married September 12, 1880, 
to Miss Theresa Erfurth, who was born in 
Ohio, May 9, 1859, and is the daughter of 
Edward and Johanna Erfurth. They are 
the parents of three children, all of whom 
are dead. They were Arthur, born August 
5, 1881, died May 18, 1887; Michael, born 
September 15, 1883, and died May 12, 1887; 
and Milton, born May 8, 1885, and died May 
18, 1887. Albert has made his home with 
his parents all his life, and for fifteen 
years has been the main support of 
his family. His mother died August 19, 
1851. Jacob Hutchins built the first house 
in the township, and was the first school 
treasurer. The farm contains about 116. 
acres of fine land, of which eighty are under 
cultivation. The improvements are of a 
very fair character, and the whole place 
evinces that the young farmer understands 
his business and is in a prosperous condition. 


1 , . 
George, 


PARMBROSE WALL, the present audi- 

“S\_ tor of Meeker county, is a native 
of Cayuga county, N. Y., born December 7, 
1852, and is the son of Michael and Alice (Dee) 
Wall. He was reared in the county of his 
birth, and received his primary education in 
the common schools of that district, which was 
supplemented by two terms passed at Port 
Byron Academy. Ilis occupation during all 
this time was farming, he assisting his father, 
for a time, and afterward working for other 
parties as opportunity served. 

In the fall of 1879, Ma, Wall came to Min- 
nesota and located in Stearns county, where 
he taught school that winter, but the follow- 
Ing spring came to Meeker county and pur- 
chased a farm on section 26, Manannah 
township. Jere he commenced the ayoca- 
tion of western farmer, for which his train- 
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him. He made that place his home, earry- 
on the tillage of the soil in the summer, and 
“teaching the young idea how to shoot” in 
the various district schools of the county 
during the wintermonths. On the initiation 
of the Farmers’ Alliance movement in 1885, 
he adopted their views and principles, beliey- 
ing them to be for the best interests of the 
working classes, anda step in the direction 
of personal liberty and enfranchisement. 

In the fall of 1886, Mr. Wall was nomi- 
nated for the office of auditor on the alliance 
and democratic tickets, and carried off the 
honors of the campaign with a handsome 
majority. He isthe presentsecretary of the 
Meeker County Farmers’ Alliance, is inde- 
pendent of party lines, in political faith being 
of decidedly anti-mnonopolistic tendency, and 
is a bright and intelligent leader in the new 
movement, looking to the elevation of the 
acriculturists and laboring classes. 


OHN CHRISTENSEN, one of the promi- 
nent merchants of Grove City, and a 
member of the firm of Reitan & Christensen, 
general merchandise dealers, is a native of 
Norway, and the son of Halder and Karen 


Marie (Heégh) Christensen. The date of 
his birth was January 31, 1834. He re- 


mained in the land of his nativity, where he 
secured his education, until November 2, 
1867, when he made his appearance in 
Meeker county, having emigrated from his 
boyhood’s home in search of fortune and a 
competence. With him came his brother, 
Carl, who was born January 26, 1857. 

Carl Christensen married September 17, 
1870, Miss Ellen Olava Gronseth, who 
became the mother of five childven—Halder, 
born July 1, 1871; Otto G., born May 15, 
1873; Andrew Christian, born June 6, 1875; 
William Martin, born October 22, 1877; and 
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ae | es ee 
ing in the Empire State had so well fitted | Carl John Henry, born March 2, 1880. Carl 


followed farming after coming to this 
country, until December 22, 1879, when he 
died, since which time John Christensen has 
taken care of his bereaved family. 

John Christensen was totally unacquainted 
with farm work when he came here, but 
helped his brother for some time on the 
latter’s place, but its monotony tiring him, 
in 1870 he entered the store of Mr. Brown, 
in Litchfield, as a clerk, with whom he 
stayed over a year. He then kept a board- 
ing house for the men who were working on 
the railroad construction. In about 1872 he 
purchased a farm, adjoining that of his’ 
brother, and from that year, until 1875, he 
was With his brother, they working the farms 
together. At the expiration of that time he 
came to Grove City, and was a clerk in the 
store of W. W. Hobbs, until the death of 
that gentleman in December, 1876, after 
which he entered the store of IH. O. Peter- 
son, and stayed with that gentleman until 
April, 1877, when our subject went to the 
Black Hills, where he remained until the 
following fally returning to Grove City in 
September. Again entering the employ of 
Hi. O. Peterson, as clerk in his store, he 
there continued, both with him and with the 
succeeding firm of Peterson, Dudley & Nel- 
son, until May, 1882, when he beeame a 
clerk in the store of C. C. Reitan, and Octo- 
ber 1, 1883, became a partner with that 
gentleman, and the present firm formed. 


AMES LANG, one of the old settlers of 
Manannah township, and the merchant, 
postmaster and hotel proprietor of the village 
of Manannah, is a son of James and Mar- 
garet (Leech) Lang, natives of Scotland, who 
were married in that land of heather and 
emigrated to the United States about Is22, 
settling in Vermont. About a year later 
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they removed to Canada where they both | their ponies, but the wagon waited for him, 


died, the father in 1886, the mother in 
1847. 

The subject of our sketch was born in La- 
Prairie county, Canada, December 20, 1838, 
and remained at home with his parents until 
1857, when at the age of eighteen years he 
came to the “States” with his brother Rob- 
ert, who had been here the year previous, 
and settled in this county, where he lived, on 
section 18, Harvey township, for some vears. 
He went to work putting upa cabin, and 
breaking up the prairie sod with a yoke of 
oxen. In the fall of 1857 he built a house 
upon the site of the village, in company with 

tobert Lang and 8. Dickinson, and for two 
years lived there during the winter months, 
and upon his farm in the summer. [From 
that time on he made his home upon the 
homestead until the Indian outbreak in 1862. 
On that eventful Sunday, Mr. Lang and sev- 
eral other parties started for Forest City 
with the intention of enlisting, but hearing 
of the murders in Acton, they suspended 
action, waiting more definite news. Ilear- 
ing that some Indians had been seen going 
toward Manannah, they returned speedily, 
he remaining until the following Wed- 
nesday, when all the settlers left, as it was 
unsafe to remain. At Kingston he heard of 
the organization of Captain Whitcomb’s com- 
pany of Ilome Guards, and with others came 
and enlisted in that company. With them 
he participated in all the movements as de- 
tailed in the chapter devoted to the massa- 
ere in this volume. Ie it was, who was 
riding with Mr. Britt, when their horses were 
stuck in the slough. As he got out of the 
slough, he was some eighty rods behind the 
party, and he had to run for his life. 
When he saw that the teams had gone on 
and left him, he laid down to pull off his 
shoes, and the Indians thinking they had 
killed him, stopped to get the horse. Start- 
ing to run, three savages pursued him on 


and it is said that the Sioux ponies did not 
gain on him in his race for life. 

Mr. Lang remained with this company 
until it was disbanded and during that win- 
ter followed trapping and hunting. In March, 
18638, he enlisted in Company C, First Minne- 
sota Mounted Rangers, and served in the 
West with them until their discharge in the 
fall of 1868. In August, 1864, Mr. Lang 
again enlisted, this tine in the Second United 
States Sharpshooters, which were attached 
to Colonel Berdan’s famous regiment, and 
joined the Army of the Potomac, in front of 
Petersburg, Va., and were assigned to the 
Third Division of the noble Second Corps. 
He was under fire for the first time in this — 
company at the second battle of Hatcher's 
Ktun, and served until the close of the 
war. 

On receiving his discharge and pay about 
which there was some trouble owing to “red 
tape,” our subject returned to Meeker county, 
where he has made his home ever since. He 
was married, March 29, 1870, to Miss Juliet 
Murray, a native of Waukesha county, Wis., 


and daughter of John Murray, of that place. 


By this union there have been born a family 
of four children— Lily M., Mary J. and 
James A., all living, and Lizzie, deceased. 

In the spring of 1875 Mr. Lang, in com- 
pany with A. P. Grey, bought out the store 
of Hines & Campbell, and for four years ran 
it in partnership, but since that time has 
been carrying it on alone. He was appointed 
postmaster in 1881, and still holds that office. 
ITe has served some six years on the school 
board, and is regarded as one of the leading 
citizens and representative men of the county. 
No man has been more prominently identified 
with the development of the northern part 
of the county or figures more conspicuously 
in its history, and both he and his estimable 
wife merit and receive the highest esteem of 
all. Through his many years’ residence here 
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Mr. Lang has become well-known to nearly 
all the old settlers of Meeker county. Tle is 
aman of the strictest honor and integrity, 
and his word is recognized as being as good 
as a bond, 

Elsewhere in this volume will be found 
portraits of both Mr. Lang and his wife. 


I GDI ee 
ARLOW. F. AMES came to Dassel 


township, with his brother Henry, in 
January, 1868, and settled on the farm his 
father had bought, where he remained until 
his parents came, in the following spring. 
Ile is a native of Oswego county, N. Y., born 
June 4, 1850, and is the son of Hivlons and 
Adeline (Mitchell) Ames. In 1872 he com- 
menced the mason’s trade, at which he has 
worked for a portion of the time ever since. 
He has now a fine farm of 100 acres of land 
in Dassel township, on section 23, where me 
curries on agriculture. Ile was united 1 
marriage, December 31, 1873, with Miss lov 
ence Carr, a native of Washington county, 
Ind., and daughter of Elisha and Isabel 
(Denny) Carr. By this union there have been 
horn three children—Leroy, Edith and Josie. 

Harlow Ames, who is ranked among the 
most substantial citizens of Dassel township, 
is the father of the subject of the above 
sketch. He is a native of Delaware county, 
Conn., born July 8, 1804, and is the son of 
Leonard and Minerva (Peck) Ames. His 
parents removed to Oswego county, N. Y., 
and settled near the town of Mexico, at an 
early day, among the pionecrs of that region, 
where they made their home until they passed 
to their “chamber in the silent realms of 
death.” They were consistent members of 
the Methodist Church, and the first religious 
services in that district were held in a sheep- 
pen, a log shanty on the farm of the elder 
Mr. Ames, which had been fitted up for the 
purpose, 

Harlow remained at home until about fif- 
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teen years of age, at which time he com- 
menced to learn the tanner’s and the shoe- 
maker's trades, which avocations he followed 
until above thirty years of age. He then 
purchased a farm in Oswego county, and 
remained upon it over thirty years, and then 
sold out and moved into the village of Mex- 
ico, but after a residence of two years, being 
tired of an inactive life, came to Minnesota 
in search of ahome. Previous to leaving New 
York he met Edwin Ayres and C. L. Rich- 
ardson, who had settled in Meeker county in 
1856, and taken up claims on section 14, in 
Dassel township, from which they had been 
driven by the Indians. Ile purchased from 
them their farm, which contained 
509 acres, with the additions which he made 
to it, and returned to New York, and sent 
his two sons out to occupy it. The following 
spring he followed with his family, and put up 
the first frame dwelling in the town. He has 
resided here ever since, and now has one of 
the finest farms in this part of the county. 

Mr. Ames was united in marriage, August 
10, 1834, with Miss Martha Hubbard, who 
died in 1844, leaving four children—IJorace, 
now in Washington Territory; Charlotte, 
Mrs. Isaac Bia of Dassel: Edward, 
resident of Washington Territory ; and Julia, 
the wife of W. M. Abbott, of Forest Prairie, 
this county. Mr. Ames, November 21, 1545, 
again contracted a matrimonial alliance, this 
time with Miss Adeline Mitchell, who is the 
mother of two children—Henry and Harlow 
F. The former is engaged in the manufact- 
ure of brick near Litehfield, and the latter's 
sketch is given above. 


some 


X HARLES H, BIGELOW, 
ing dealer in confe ctionery, books, stit- 
tionery, ‘and fancy goods in the village of 
Litchfield, is the son of Harvey and Maria 
(Van Buskirk) Bigelow, and was born at 
Rush, Monroe county, N. Y., October 5, 
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1853. His parents were both natives of the 
Empire State, although his paternal erand- 
father came originally froin Connecticut, and 
was one of a noted and historic family there. 

The subject of this sketch was reared 
amid the familiar scenes of his childhood and 
received his education in the excellent schools 
of his native state. At the age of fifteen 
he commenced to learn the carriage and 
wagon making trade, and after finishing 
that took up carpentering which he followed 
for some two years. In February, 1876, he 
went to Louisville, Ky., where he entered 
the employ of b. F. Avery & Sons, one of 
the large plow manufacturing concerns of 

this country. He remained with this firm 
until 1878, when he came to Litchtield, and 
after looking around a little commenced 
farming in the town of Greenleaf, on a farm 
which he rented of his wife’s father. In 
January, 1880, he came back to the village 
of Litchfield, and initiated his present busi- 
ness. He has always filled an important 
“place in the community and receives the 
respect and esteem of all. In November, 
1883, he became deputy auditor, and ful- 
filled the duties of that office until April, 
1887. In 1886 he was village recorder, in 
1887 chief of the fire department, and is the 
present first lieutenant of the local militia 
company. In his political views he coincides 
with the republican party, and, religiously, is 
a member of the Presbyterian Church, of 
which he is one of the trustees. Heis a 
member of Golden Fleece Lodge, A. F. & A. 
M., of Rabboni Chapter, R.A. M., of Melita 

Jommandery, Kk. T., and of Fidelity Chapter, 
Eastern Star. 

Mr. Bigelow was united in marriage, Sep- 
tember 28, 1876, with Miss Frances kK. Wiard, 
a native of Livingston county, N. Y., and 
daughter of Edward and Charlotte Wiard. 
By this union there are three children— 
Harvey Edward, Frederick, and Lydia 

_ Alice. 


0S PHRAIM A. BRIGGS. Prominent 
<7 among the successful business men of 
Meeker county, men who haye by their own 
ability and tact, acquired an ample fortune, 
stands the subject of this memoir.  ILis life 
has been a busy one, and he has not lost his 
opportunities. He is a native of New York, 
having first seen the light of day at Coey- 
mans, Albany county, February 14, 1537, 
and is the son of A. N. and Maria (Andrews) 
Briggs. He was reared amid the familiar 
scenes of his childhood, and received the 
rudiments of his education in the common 
schools of Charlotteville, Schoharie county. 
Approaching the years of manhood, our 
subject commenced the study of law with 
Ira Harris, of Albany, with whom he: re- 
mained some two years, and with 8S. T. 
Higgins one year. He then attended a 
course of lectures at the Law School at 
Albany, N. Y., under the tuition of such 
men as Jra Harris, Amasa J. Parker and 
Amos Dean. He was admitted to the bar 
in 1859, and commenced the practice of his 
profession at Albany, N. Y. 

While peacefully pursuing the quiet rounds 
of his profession and duties, traitors in arms 
inaugurated civil war by threatening the life 
of our Nation, and on the call of the presi- 
dent for 75,000 three-months’ soldiers, My. 
Briges with a noble patriotism, leaving 
everything, enlisted in the Tenth New York 


Infantry, and proceeded to the front. The 
three-zmonths’ term of his service having 
expired, he re-enlisted in the Tforty- 


third New York Infantry, of which he was 
commissioned second lieutenant. Ile 
soon detailed for service in the Signal Corps, 
and, after instruction at Georgetown, was 
ordered to report to General N. B. Banks, 
then commanding in the Shenandoah Valley, 
and served there through the year 1802. Ke- 
ceiving his commission in the United States 
Signal Corps, he was then attached to the 
headquarters of the Twenty-third wArmuy 
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with whom he remained until the 


Corps, 


close of the war, although later he was under | 


the immediate command of General J. M. 
Schotield, Our subject participated in the 
Atlanta campaign, and in the sanguinary 
contests at Franklin and Nashville, Tenn., 
and was present at the junction of the forces 
of Sherman and Schofield, at Goldsboro. 
Ile was mustered out at the close of hostili- 
ties, and returned to his home. 

Mr. Briggs was married, November 16, 
1866, to Miss Helen F. Hale, a native of 
Aroostook county, Me., and has resided, ever 


since, in Meeker county, at the village of 
Kingston. Te engaged in the mercantile 


business, but after eioht months sold out and 
returned to New Yor ae Three months later 
he came back and took up a homestead on 
section 34, Kingston township. He then 
purchased the store of I*. V. DeCoster, and 
continued the mercantile business until 1875, 
since which time he has been chiefly em- 
ployed dealing in real estate. 

Mr. and Mrs. Briggs have a family of four 
children, three of whom are living. Their 
names are Albert N., Maria T., and Connie. 
The one deceased bore the name of Thomas 
A. The subject of whom this is written, 
Was postmaster of Kingston from 1874 intl 
ISS6; has filled the offices of justice of the 
peace and town treasurer, and is a strong 
adherent to the prine iples formulated by dire 
republican party. He is a member of Frank 
Daggett Post, G. A. R. 


SS NELSON. The subject of this 
ae personal history is one of the most 
Ci and wealthy farmers and stock- | 
raisers in’ Danielson townshin, his residence 
being mo Ea on section 4 in that civil sub- 
devican of Meeker county. Mr. Nelson is a 
son of Nels and Mary Peterson, and was 


g2 


born in Denmark, on the 16th of April, 1834. 
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His early life was spent in his native land; 
where he received the same lessons of indus- 
try and economy which are characteristic of 
the people of his nationality. From neces. 
sity, in early youth, he imbibed these princi- 
ples, and they have benefited him all 
through life. In telling of the way his folks 
lived in the old country, he says that there 
were seven children inthe family, the 
parents, and that his father worked for twelve 
cents per day, and supported the family. 
For some time the father was out of work, 
and the mother supported the entire family 
by spinning, earning only three cents per day. 
Bread, and, in the summer, onions and occa- 
sionally potatoes, were their only food. It 
was through such hardships as these that 
Soren spent hisearly days. In 1863 he came 
to America, and upon landing in New York, 
he had just $1.50, and $1 of this he paid for 
his first day’s board. The next day he bor- 
rowed 320 of a friend and went to Chicago, 
where he worked at butchering and in a fum- 
ber-yard. In the fall he went to Lookout 
Mountain, in the employ of the government. 
On the 28th of March, 1865, he was dis- 
charged, and returned to Chicago, where he 
remained until in the following December, 


besides 


when he went to Texas, and was there em-- 


ployed by the government, at Galveston. 
From there he went to Peoria, Hl. and spent 
some time in looking for land, and then re- 
turned to Chicago. On the April, 
1866, he came to Minnesota, and bought a 
quarter section of land in Dodge county, 
which he sold three months later, and again 
started west, and spent some time in looking 
for a location. In 1566 he purchased a farm 
near Grove City, in Swede Grove township, 
this county, and made that his home for ten 
years. 
lives, on section 4, Danielson township. Ie 
now owns a farm of 200 acres on section 4, 
besides still owning his farm of eighty acres 
in Swede Grove. Ile has good buildings, 


Ist of 


In 1876 he removed to where he now. 
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and his farm is one of the most valuable in 
the township.’ He has met with a number of 
serious reverses, but by his perseverance, en- 
terprise and industry, he has overcome them 
all, and is now rated as one of the solid and 
substantial citizens of the county. In 1877 
he lost his crop by the grasshopper depreda- 
tions. In 1872 his buildings were destroyed 
by a tornado, he and his wife being seriously 
injured and rendered insensible when the 
house was blownover. They both recovered, 
however. 

In political matters Mr. Nelson is a dem- 
ocrat. 

On the 18th of May, 1867, Soren Nelson 
was married to Miss Mary Johnson, a daugh- 
ter of Peter and Anna Johnson. Their mar- 
riage has been blessed with three children, as 
follows— Nels P., born August 12, 1870; 
William, born September 22, 1872; and 
Charles, born February 21, 1875. Myr. and 
Mrs. Nelson are members of the Danish 
Lutheran Church. Both of them hold the 
utinost respect and confidence of all their 
neighbors and acquaintances. 
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EREMIAH LEAMING, one of the most 
prominent and successful farmers in 
Union Grove township, is a resident of sec- 
tion 34. He is a son of George and Juliette 
Leaming, and is a native of Laramie town- 
ship, Tippecanoe county, Ind. He left the 
parental roof when seventéen years old and 
apprenticed himself to learn the cabinet- 
maker's trade, remaining as an apprentice 
for three years, after which he worked as a 
journeyman for a year. Ile then caine to St. 
Anthony, and for two years worked at his 
trade, after which, fora year, he was employed 
in asash and door factory. At the expiration 
of that time, in company with J. W. Bassett, 
he opened a wagon, carriage and plow  fac- 
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tory, and also ran a blacksmith shop in con- 
nection. He continued this business until 
1857, when he sold out to his partner, and 
went to Monticello, in Wright county, where 
he had charge of a lumber yard for Charles 
King for nearly two years. In the spring of . 
1859 he came to Meeker county and bought 
a claim on section 34, in what is now Union 
Grove township, of a man named Judson 
Pearson. This is the farm where he still 
lives, and it has been his home ever since 
with the exception of four years during the 
Indian troubles, a history of which is given 
elsewhere. When they first heard the news 
of the massacre at Acton the family went to 
Forest City, and two days later to Monti- 
cello, in Wright county. The family re- 
mained there while Mr. Leaming worked at 
different places as millwright, farm hand, 
and whatever else turned up. Upon the 
close of hostilities the family returned to the 
farm, where they have since lived. Mr. 
Leaming has a splendid farm of 200 acres, a 
good share of which is under cultivation, 
and he devotes his attention to farming and 
stock-raising. 

Mr. Leaming, in some respects has been 
very unfortunate, and has had to surmount 
difficulties and misfortunes which would dis- 
courage most mankind. Ile was a_ heavy 
loser on account of the redskins, and also by 
the white men after the trouble was over. 
The Indians destroyed his grain and his resi- 


dence was burned during his absence. It 
was hard to accumulate anything. Wheat 


was only thirty-five cents a bushel, eggs five 
cents a dozen, and butter five cents a pound. 
When the Indians drove him away he was 
almost penniless, and he was not much better 
off when he returned. In 1877 the grass- 
hoppers took about all of his crops, and 
another year he lost nearly all his grain by 
hail. Notwithstanding the disadvantages 
with which he had to contend, his energy 
and enterprise have never flagged, and his 
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present comfortable circumstances attest to 
this fact. 

Our subject has taken an active interest in 
township matters and has been closely identi- 
fied with the official history of the town. He 
has held numerous local offices, including the 
following: Assessor, thirteen or fourteen 
years; supervisor, one year ; school treasurer, 
three years; and justice of the peace, six 
years. 

On the 31st of March, 1857, Mr. Leaming 
was married to Phebe W. Bryant, a daughter 
of Ambrose and Narcissa (Merrill) Bryant, 
and their marriage has been blessed with the 
following children—George A., born March 
4.1859; Ella J., born December 6, 1860; 
Curtis M., born January 22, 1866; Juliette, 
born February 26, 1868; and Clara B., born 
September 4, 1869. George A. is married to 
Annie A. Barrie, and lives on section 35. 
Ella J. married J. B. Tuttle, and they reside 
on section 20, Union Grove. 

Mrs. Leaming was born in Kennebec 
county, Me. Her father was a blacksmith 
when a young man, but for a great many 
years before he left his native State was en- 
gaged in the mercantile business. In 1855 
he came to Wright county, Minn., and en- 
gaged in farming, but has now retired and 
resides at Buffalo, Minn. 

Mr. Leaming’s father was a farmer. Tor 
a number of vears he operated a pottery in 
connection with his farming operations, but 
later sold that and devoted his entire atten- 
tion to farming until the time of his death, in 
1ss0. Mr. Leaming’s mother now lives in 
Jasper county, Mo. 

Mr. Leaming became a Mason 
twenty-two years of age, joining, at St. 
Anthony’s, Cataract Lodge, No. 2, A. F. & 
A.M. We is a manof the strictest integrity, 
and no one stands higher, or more fully holds 
the respect of the community, than he. A 
portrait of Mr. Leaming will be found else- 
Where in this volume. 


when 
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OHN W. JOHNSON, one of Litchfield’s 
most enterprising dealers in farm ma- 
chinery, isa native of Skone, Sweden, born 
October 24, 1849, and is the son of Ole and 
Wannah (Ingeman) Johnson, also natives of 
Sweden. When he was but nine years of 
age, in 1857, he came to Meeker county with 
his parents, who were among the very first 
settlers in Litchfield township, and remained 
an inmate of the paternal home until he was 
about twenty years old. In his boyhood 
days John became quite an expert hunter 
and trapper, shooting his first deer when 
but eleven years of age. The next winter 
he and his father captured a full grown buck, 
which he succeeded in fully taming. One 
winter the profits on the furs he got brought 
about $500. 

When he had nearly reached his majority, 
he commenced railroad work on the grade 
through this county, from Smith Lake toa 
point three miles west of where Litchfield 
now stands, as foreman of a gang of men. 
In 1869 he went to California, and remained 
on the Pacific slope, in that beautiful land of 
the sunset, for a year, after which he re- 
turned to his paternal home and rested for a 
short time. He then entered the employ of 
the Northern Pacifie Railroad, and remained 
with them one season. [lis next venture 
was in having charge of the ‘“ Donanza 
farm,” of George L. Becker, of St Paul, now 
Railroad Commissioner, in Stevens county, 
fortwo years. Returning to Meeker county, 
Mr. Johnson then purchased a farm of 400 
acres of land in the town of Darwin, 5v0 
acres of which is under cultivation and has 
good buildings upon it. Ie lived there until 
1886, when, leasing the place, he removed to 
Litchfield and entered upon his present busi- 
ness. De is one of the original members of 
the Swedish Temperance Association, and 
one of its most active members. Mr. Jolin- 
son was elected a member of the village 
council, on the prohibition tieket, in April, 
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1888, after a hard contest, and now occupies 
that position. 

The subject of this sketch was united in 
marriage, March 29, 1874, with Miss Annie 
Pehrson, also a native of Sweden, born Jan- 
uary 14, 1854, and daughter of Peter Wilson 
and Bengta (Wilson) Pehrson, who were 
born in Sweden, but came to the United 
States in 1868. 


| fx, DWARD H. MURPHY, a leading farm- 


: 


oz, er of Manannah township, living on 
section 34, is a native of Carrick-on-Sur, 


County Tipperary, Ireland, born July 5, 1830. 
He remained a resident of his down-trodden 
and oppressed native land until 1848, when 
he bade farewell to the Emerald Isle and 
crossed the sea to America. The first year 
he spent in Vermont, but with the beginning 
of the year 1849 he went to the coast and 
shipped on a United States hydrographic 
surveying cutter, but not being pleased with 
his treatment left them at Boston. He fol- 
lowed railroading fora while in the East, but 
later coming West to Chillicothe, Ohio, he 
there carried on the butcher business for four 
years. The next six years were spent as 
foreman of a hemp warehouse. About the 
year 1854, he went to Louisiana, Mo., where 
he remained until the breaking out of the 
Rebellion. In the spring of 1861 Mr. Mur- 
phy enlisted in Company D, Henderson’s 
Brigade, Missouri Infantry, for three months. 
At the expiration of that time he re-enlisted 
in Company D, First Missouri Infantry, a 
six-months’ regiment, and participated in the 
siege and battle of Springfield, Mo. After 
this he enlisted in the First Missouri Infantry 
for three years, or the war. He was then 
detailed for secret service or espionage, and 
in that capacity penetrated the rebel lines 
and traveled throughout their country, often 
‘amid their armies, and always incurring the 
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createst danger, for death by hanging is the 
mildest penalty awarded a detected spy. 
Mr. Murphy was frequently arrested on sus- 
picion, and had many narrow escapes. <A 
history of his adventures would prove in- 
teresting reading and would fill a volume. 
He was brought by the discharge of his duty 
into close contact with nearly all the general 
officers in the Western Army. The war over, 
he was discharged from the service with 
strong recommendations from most of the 
commanders of the Armies of the Tennessee, 
Cumberland and Ohio. 

He was strongly persuaded by the mayor 
and others to remain in St. Louis as detective, 
but desiring to settle upon a farm, in 1865 
came to Meeker county and took up a home- 
stead, where he now lives. 

Our subject was married in Chillicothe, 
Ohio, May 10, 1852, to Miss Margaret Kin- 
sella, a native of County Waterford, Ire- 
land, who is the mother of two children — 
James, living at Montevideo, and Edward, 
at home. 


{GB 


mies, EORGE B. WALLER, Jr., the engineer 
oT of the roller flouring mill, at Litch- 
field, is a native of Franklin, Morgan county, 
Ill., born August 29, 1854, and is the son of 
George B. and Mary S. (Chestnut) Waller. 
Honorable George B. Waller, Sr., the father 
of our subject, was bornin King and Queen 
county, Va, in 1804, and remained in that 
State until 1815, when he removed with 
his parents to Lexington, Ky., where he 
grew tomanhood. Ile acquired a great pro- 
ficiency in the machinist’s trade, which he 
had adopted in his youth, and was an able 
engineer. In 1833 he removed to Alton, III. 
and, during that year made a trip, as engineer 
of the boat Utility, to Fort Snelling. In 
1836 he removed to Morgan county, IIL. 
where he followed his trade as machinist, 
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and, while there, was united in marriage 
with Miss Mary S. Chestnut. He occupied 
i prominent position in that part of our 
country, representing his district in the 
lower house of the Illinois Legislature, for 
one term. Jn 1867 he removed with his 
family to Minneapolis, where he resided for 
two years, and came to where Litch- 
field now stands in June, 1869. He had 
previously purchased the northeast quar. 
ter of section 11, in Litchfield township, 
knowing that a town would be located in 
this vicinity, and, upon the railroad com- 
ing here, deeded an undivided one-half 
interest in 150 acres of his land to the 
railroad company to plat a town upon, 
and upon which a part of the original town- 
site was laid out in July, 1869. He shipped 
a house, which had been gotten out in 
Minneapolis, to this point as soon as the 
trains were running, and put up one of the 
first houses in the village, and moved his 
family here in November. Here he made 
his home until his death, which occurred 
July 18, 1878. He was a member of the 
Methodist Church, and a devout Christian, 
and said, while on his dying bed, that he had 
never uttered an oath in his life. He left, 
to mourn his loss, his widow and three sons 
and one daughter. The latter areas follows— 
John, now grain inspector, at Minneapolis; 
Lizzie, Mrs. H. M. Miller, of Waverly, 111; 
Henry, of Litchfield, and George B., Jr., the 
subject of this sketch. The mother of the 
family, after residing here until 1884, re- 
turned to Morgan county, Il]. where she 
now lives. 

George B., Jr, made his home with his 
parents until after his father’s death, and 
the remoyal of his mother from this place. 
At the age of eighteen years he commenced 
his apprenticeship to the calling of engineer, 
which he now follows; and on the Ist of 
January, 1888, took charge of the engine of 
Shaw & Ehler’s Roller Flouring Mill. He is 
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a member of Golden Fleece Lodee, No. 89 
ALF. & A. M. 

The marriage of George B. Waller, Jv., 
and Miss Etta Dowman, of Dassel, took 
place November 15, 1886. 


? 


Be 


OHN JOHNSON, one of the most active 

and enterprising young business men of 
the village of Dassel, is engaged in the sale 
of agricultural machinery. He is Swedish 
by birth, and was born in 1853. Mis parents, 
Danieland Bratta Johnson were natives, also, 
of Sweden, and came to the United States in 
1871, with the natural desire to better their 
condition in life. The family settled on sec- 
tion 2, Collinwood township, where they 
purchased land of the railroad company. 
Shortly after they got settled in their new 
home, and the affairs of the farm began to 
go along swimmingly, the subject of this 
sketch left the parental roof and found em- 
ployment with the Northern Pacific Railroad 
Company, and followed that line of business 
with varied success, off and on, for a period 
covering some six or seven years. Growing 
tired at last of that life Mr. Johnson finally 
abandoned it, and locating in the rising vil- 
lage of Dassel, the second important place in 
the county, entered into the farm implement 
business which he still carries on. In con- 
nection with this he is, also, the approved 
agent for sewing machines, and has a wide 
reputation in the vicinity for his honorable 
dealing. : 

Mr. Johnson was united in marriage, in 
September, 1876, with Miss Alice Forder, 
daughter of William and Mary Forder, of 
Collinwood. By this marriage there have 
been born three children—William R., Ben- 
jamin I. and John E. 

Mr. Johnson has always manifested con- 
siderable interest in the discharge of his duties 
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as a citizen, and, being elected town clerk in 
1882, was re-elected by an approving constit- 
uency for several terms, serving five consecu- 
tive years. IHeis a member of the Cokato 
Lodge, No. 1384, A. F. & A. M. 


RIN RS. MARTHA BOWEN, late — of 
lige x Litchfield, was a descendant of the 
Puritans, who preferred the wilds of Amer- 
ica, its privations, toil and dangers, with free- 
dom to worship God, to comfort and luxury 
in a land where tyrantsruled. The progeni- 
tors of Mrs. Bowen were driven by religious 
persecution from England, and fled to Hol- 
land. As soon as practicable they returned 
to England, having decided to leave the Old 
World and its strife for the New World 
across the Atlantic wave. They sailed for 
Plymouth, Mass., in the vessel following the 
Mayflower. Mrs. Martha Bowen, daughter 
of Timothy and Ruth Wells Hatch, was “born 
in Kent, Conn., December 14, 1783. The 
father of Mrs. Bowen was a brave soldier in 
the Revolutionary War. Tle loved God and 
freedom, and proved the soundness of his 
principles by warring against despotisin. 

As a specimen of the zeal of the family in 
the cause of liberty—when it was impossible 
to obtain sufficient firearms for the soldiers, 
the grandfather, Styles Wells, made a large 
number of iron flails and sent them to our 
defenseless soldiers, bidding them, in God’s 
name, use them bravely against the foes of 
our country. When the war was ended and 
peace declared, Timothy Hatch, father of 
Mrs. Bowen, left his home in Connecticut to 


build up a new home in the almost pathless | 


wilds of New York. One hundred and five 
years ago there might have been seen in the 
wilderness of New York a father and his 
daughter with her wee babe, wending their 
way on horseback, then the only safe method 
of traveling in the unsettled country. That 
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father was accompanying his daughter to 
her husband and the new home prepared for 
her in *the West”—Central New York! 
The babe became Mrs. Bowen, the subject 
of this sketch. In Duanesburg our pioneer 
soldier lived until eight children surrounded 
the festal board. By frugality and industry, 
sufficient means had been accumulated to 
gyatify the wish of the ambitious members 
of the family fora change. To Chenango 
county, N. Y., to the region afterward 
named Sherburne, the father removed. In 
this town, now noticeable for its beautiful 
homes, its fine residences and its costly pub- 
lic edifices, one could bardly imagine that 
not long ago bands of wild Indians roved at 
will; that the thick woodland almost shut 


‘out the light of the noonday sun and the 


light of the stars by night. 

In a home where God was honored by par- 
ents and children, a home of much mature 
refinement and intellectual culture, in the 
sunshine of worldly prosperity, Martha Hatch 
was reared and grew into womanhood. In 
the eighteenth year of her age she married 
Luther Bowen, a gentleman from Litclifield, 
Conn., whose intelligence, integrity and zeal 
in every good work made him a fit compan- 
ion for the noble maiden. Mr. Bowen was 
for thirty years a merchant and engaged in 

‘avious ayocations which would have 
sorbed the time and strength of a man less 
philanthropic and religious; but in the whirl 
of busy life he found time to assist in laying 
well the foundations of the society in which 
his family moved. Nor were his efforts 
bounded by his own town; with the ever 
ready help of his wife, assistance was often 
rendered to poor, but promising young nien 
and women to gain an education, The poor, 
friendless and suffering never called in vain 
upon his family for help. 
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beneath the roof-tree. The ability to do 
good was, by the blessing of God, enlarged 
and continued down to the death of the bed 
ored husband. In all the sad changes and 
bereavements of her life, Mrs. Bowen mani- 
ifested a fortitude founied upon a holy con- 
fidence in God. The purity and simplicity 
of her life was not changed by circumstances, 
only, as she drew nearer her final home, she 
seemed purified from earthly dross. In May, 
15871, Mrs. Bowen 
pany with her son, M. D. Bowen, to make 
this town her home. Her extreme age did 
not lessen her interest in passing events. 
Her memory down to the last days of her 
life was unimpaired. For seventy-five vears 
Mrs. Bowen was a member of the church, 
where she was characterized by her energy 
and liberal zeal. She died in Litchfield, Jan- 
uary 19, 1876, in the ninety-third year of 
her age. Her long pilerimage is ended; her 
crown is won. 


ICHAEL MURPHY. One of the 
large Jand owners and prosperous 
farmers of Kingston township, is the above 
gentleman, who lives upon section 28, where 
his house is surrounded by his fine farm of 
640 acres. Mr. Murphy.is a native of 
County Kerry, Ireland, born January 6, 
1835, and was reared among the beautiful 
scenery of that part of the lovely island, 
until about nineteen years of age, when he 
same to America, landing at Quebec, Can- 
ada. From there he made his way to Rut- 
Jand, Vt., where he spent eight years, in the 
stone and marble works, and from there 
came to Meeker county in May, 1862, in 
company with Daniel Byrnes, and has been 
a resident ever since. 

Our subject was married, January 7, 1860, 
to Miss Catherine Clifford, who became the 
mother of eleven children, follows — 


as 


same to Litchfield in com- | 
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William, Timothy, Morris, Julia, 
Ellen, Norah, Michael (died August 30, 
1871), Joseph, Charles, and Dennis.  Wil- 
liam is the only one married, the rest are 
living at home. 

In politics Mr. Murphy is a democrat, and 
having the cause of education at heart, has 
served for nine years as clerk of school dis- 
trict No. 1. Heis giving a large share of 
his attention to stock and also to grain rais- 
ing. 


John, 


ORIG 


CQ JOHNSON, a respected farmer of 
Darwin township, residing on section 
19, is a native of Sweden, born September 
10, 1827, and is a son of John and Cecelia 
Johnson. He was reared among the wild 
native scenery of the land of his birth, and 
there grew to manhood. In 1849 he mar- 
ried Hannah Ingerman, daughter of Andrew 
and Ellen Ingerman, and in 1853, taking his 
wife and five children he bade aries to the 
fatherland and sailed for America. He land- 
edat New York July 1, 1858, but did not 
remain there, coming direct to Meeker 
county, Minn., arriving in Litchfield township 
in the month of August. Ile at once 
upa claim of 160 acres of land in section 14, 
on the site of the present city of Liteltield. 
Here he built a house and commenced to de- 
velop his farm. Soon came the Indian 
troubles of 1862. Ile was warned, on the 
night of August 17th, that the redskins- were 
out engaged in butchering the peaceful and 
defenseless settlers, and the next day, after 
helping bury the murdered people in Acton, 
and assisting in the inquest, he took his fam- 
ily to St. Paul, he and his eldest son then re- 
turning to their home. Still fearing the red- 
skins, the settlers were compelled to throw 
up a fortification around Mr. Jobnson’s house. 
Some ten families were here at the time, all 
of the men working on the fortification, This 
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was built of logs and rails and banked up 
inside with dirt and surrounded by a deep 
ditch. When the trouble was about over, 
Mr. Johnson, after losing everything he had 
went to St. Paul, where his family made 
their home for some cighteen months. After 
peace had once more settled upon the 
border, he brought his family back and has 
made this county his home ever since, ex- 
cept one year spent in the “Golden State.” 
Mr. Johnson and his estimable wife are the 
parents of thirteen children, all of whom are 
living but one. They are—John, who mar- 
ried Anna Peterson, and is living in Litch- 
field; Ellen, the wife of Hon. Andrew 
Nelson, of Litchfield; Andrew married Miss 
Josie Viren, and lives near his father; Sarah, 
Mrs. John Birch, living in Litchfield; Mary, 
who married Henry Wilson, is a resident of 
Portland, Ore.; Elizabeth, who is living at 
home with her parents; Emily, the wife of 
B. Peter Nelson, of Litchfield; Edward S., 
who owns the adjoining farm to his father’s 
but lives at home; Abram b., living in Port- 
land, Ore.; Josephine, Nathan and WillieS., 
at home with their parents, and Annie, who 
died in 1869. 

In 1869 Mr. Johnson sold his farm, and 
with his family removed to California, but 
one year later returned to Meeker county 
and purchased his present place, which con- 
tains 440 acres. 
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\/\ ARK CATES. Foremost among the 
“to band of rugged pioneers that 
dared to penetrate through the “ Big Woods ” 
and to plant beyond their shade the banner 
of civilization, was the gentleman whose 
name heads this article. Ile cameto Meeker 
county in 1856, and upon the tiling of his 
claim in Aprilof that year, went back to 
Maine, where he was married, and returned 
and settled upon his land that same year. 
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This property, which he still possesses, and 
where he now lives is located upon section 
20, Kingston township. 

Mr. Cates is a native of Washington 
county, Me., born December 22, 1897, and 
is the son of Mark and Mary (Parmer) Cates, 
He was reared among his native hills and 
there secured the education which is the Jot 


of every New England boy, and was 


employed at agricultural pursuits in that 


locality until 1855. In the fall of that year, 
leaving the old settlements, he pushed out 
into the great West, then for the most part 
an unknown land, and reached Minnesota 
in the spring of 1856, as related above. 

On his return to Maine for his bride he 
was united in marriage with Miss Elizabeth 
Cates, a native of the “Pine Tree State,” 
and the daughter of Asa and Maria (Par- 
mer) Cates, the father a ship carpenter by 
trade. The lady comes of a race of hardy 
mariners that so abound in the ports of that 
iron-bound coast, two of her brothers being 
captains in the merchant marine to-day, 
while a third brother died while upon a voy- , 
age. Dy their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Cates 
have been the parents of ten children — 
Wilhe H., Charles P., Hilman L., Mary A., 
now Mrs. Warren Saulsbury ; A. V., Lizzie, 
deceased September 6, 1877; Frank, who 
died September 5, 1877; Frederick ; Jennie: 
and Maud, who died March 30, 1886. 

In his politics Mr. Cates affiliates with 
the republican party, believing that in its 
principles lies the surest guarantees for our 
national prosperity. 
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"| ONAS RUDBERG, one of the former 
“J prominent citizens of the village of Das- 
sel, but now deceased, was a native of the 
far-away kingdom of Sweden, who came to 
Mecker county in 1869, and located in Dassel 
on a farm, with his brother John, now one 
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- the influential citizens of the county. In 
$72 Jonas entered the village and Want inte 
ae and remained at the head of the drug 
business of Dassel until February, 1885, 
when, starting to visit his native land, died 
at Philadelphia, on his way to Sweden, His 
family are still residents of the village. 
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OHN RODANGE, one of the enterpris- 
ing and progressive business men of 
itchfield, is a native of the Grand Duchy of 
Luxemburg, born among its vine clad hills, 
and near the classic waters of the beautiful 
river Rhine, February 25, 1839. He re- 
mained beneath the roof of his parents, John 
and Mary (Leonard) Rodange, spending his 
time in acquiring an education in the schools 
and under private tutors until he bad attained 
his sixteenth year, at which time he entered 
a linen factory, where he passed some three 
years. The succeeding twelve months were 
spent as book-keeper in the office of the same 
establishment, after which he entered the 
employ of a large government and railroad 
contractor as clerk, with whom he remained 
three years. Mr. Rodange, after serving 
nearly three years more as book-keeper and 
traveling salesman for a woolen mill, deter- 
mined to seek in the New World the field 
for his efforts toward a competency, and ac- 
cordingly, in 1864, crossed the ocean, landing 
in New York, from whence he proceeded 
direct to Chicago. From there he went into 
the Wisconsin pineries, spepding some 
time at various occupations until 1866, when 
he took charge of a general merchandise 
store as head clerk, where he remained for a 
time, and then removed to Aurora, Il. 
After a year passed in that city, he went to 
Cascade, Dubuque county, Iowa, where he 
operated a brewery for a year or two, and 
then took up farming. One year’s experi- 
ence of that mode of life having convinced 
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him that it did not suit him, he sold out and 
removed back to Aurora, where he went into 
a Wholesale liquor store. There he remained 
for five years, when his wife’s health failing, 
he came to Litchfield, Minn., arriving there 
in the fall of 1876. Ife commenced in the 
saloon business, and remained in that line 
until 1882, when he sold out and established 
the Litchfield Bottling Works, where he is 
engaged in the manufacture of all kinds of 
carbonate beverages. Mr. Rodange was 
also engaged in the wholesale disposal of 
Milwaukee beer until 1887, which he carried 
on in connection with his other business. 

Mr. Rodange was very active in the pro- 
motion of the woolen mill company and the 
erection of the factory, and was one of the 
first directors and first treasurer and secre- 
tary of the association. In 1888 he was 
made general manager, and holds that office 
and that of secret ary at the present writ- 
ing. Ile is largely interested in real estate 
in Litchfield and its environs, owning one 
of the finest residences in the city, besides 
other property and 200 acres of fine farm 
land. 

Our subject was united in marriage May 
9, 1867, with Miss Margaret Nickels, a native 
of the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg, and 
daughter of Peter and Susana (Michaelis) 
Nickels, of Aurora, IL By this marriage 
there have been born a family of seven chil- 
dren—Peter, who is a clerk in Stevens & 
Co.’s Bank ; Susie, John, Eddie, Henry, Mary 
and Louisa. 

Mr. Rodange has been prominently identi- 
with the growth and development Litch- 
field’s business interests, and stands high 
the estimation of all. He is a shrewd and 
eareful business man, of the strictest intey- 
rity, and is a true representative of the 
best business element in this part of the 


State. A good portrait of Mr. Rodange will 
be found in another departinent of this 
ALBUM. 
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EQN HARLES MAGNUS GUMAELIUS, a 
C2Y prominent farmer of Litchfield town- 
ship, was born in Stockholm, Sweden, July 
14, 1820, His father, Carl M. Gumaelins, 
was for many yearsacaptain in the Swedish 
army, and died in 1832. Charles spent his 
boyhood on his father’s farm,and was edu- 
cated at Strangnes High School, continuing 
his studies for several years afterward, and 
laying up a goodly store of useful knowledge. 
In 1855 he was married to Anna Forsberg, 
daughter of Charles Forsberg, who was for 
many years an officer of court in the royal 
palace at Stockholm. Mr. and Mrs. Gumae- 
lius are the parents of three children, all of 


whom have grown to manhood and live on - 


the home farm, near Litehfield— Charles 
Magnus, born July 23, 1856; Axle, born 
February 4, 1859; and Henning, born July 
25, 1862. The family came to America in 
1873, and settled in Meeker county, and 
have continued to reside here ever since, 
engaged in farming and stock raising. 
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L. GRINDALL, deceased, formerly one 
of the leading agriculturists of Cos- 
mos township, had his home on section 26. 
He came to this county in 1870, and filed a 
homestead claim upon this piece of land, 
containing 160 acres, upon which he did some 
breaking, erected a house, moved his family 
into it and made it his home until his death. 
Ile was born in Penobscot, Me., in 1816, and 
there received his education and there grew 
to manhood. Tle followed farming and lum- 
bering for many years in the State of his na- 
tivity and until coming West. When he was 
about twenty-two veurs of age he was united 
in inarriage with Miss Caroline Orcutt, also 
a native of the State of Maine, who stillsur- 
vives him, making her home with her son 
lliram. Mr. Grindall departed this life 
October 17, 1887, leaving, to mourn their loss, 
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his bereaved widow and five children. Mr. 
Grindall was always connected with every 
movement looking to the benefit of the com- 
munity, and was one of the truly good and 
Christian men that are so beneficial, both in 
example and precept. Tle was respected by 
all who knew him. 

Hiram Grinpatt, the youngest son of F. 
L. and Caroiine (Oreutt) Grindall, is living 
upon the homestead where his father settled 
in 1870. He was born in Penobscot, Me., in 
1863, and since his birth has always been 
with his parents. Sinceattaining his majority 
he has taken charge of the farm, and by dili- 
gence, industry and business ability, has 
brought a portion of it to a high state of 
cultivation. The balance, which is wood- 
land and pasture, has its uses, and the im- 
provements are excellent. 
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1, AROLD KITTELSON, of Acton town- 


ship, is one of the pioneers of Meeker 
county. He was born in Norway, on the Sth 
of February, 1840, and came to the United 
States in 1846, with his parents, Kittel and 
Carrie Haroldson. They settled upon a farm 
in Rock county, Wis., where they remained 
until 1857, when they removed to Meeker 
county, Minn. Harold remained with his 
parents until 1864, when he moved onto a 
farm of 149 acres on section 24, Acton town- 
ship, which he purchased of his father for 
$300. He has since bought additional land, 
until he now has 319 acres in all, a good 
share of which is under cultivation. In 1s74 
he erected a story-and-a-half residence, 24x62 
feet in size,and in 1886 built an addition 
18x20 feet in dimensions. Jn 1884he built a 
large barn, with a basement, and besides 
these, has other substantial farm buildings. 
On the 25th of July, 1863, he was married to 
Miss Martha Paulson. She isa daughter of 
Mathias and Mary Paulson, and was born in 
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Norway July 18,1835. Wer father, Mathias 
Paulson, with his family, five in. number, 
were included in the first party of emigrants 
that ever started for America from Szlboe, 
South Throndhjems, Arnt, Norway, May 18, 
1857, and landed in Quebec, Canada. The 
family traveled partly by railroad and the 
balance of the way with team, to Berry, 
Compton county, Canada East, where they 
settled June 22, 1857. In the spring of 1860 
Martha came with her brother Paul to St. 
Paul, Minn., and in the fall of 1861 she came 
to Meeker county, where her parents had 
settled in the fall of 1860. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kittelson’s marriage has 
been blessed with the following children 
Carrie, born April 53,1864; Carl, born August 
26, 1866; Mathias, born December 1, 1869; 
John, born May 31, 1873, died in September, 
1874+; Hannah M., born February 1, 1877; 
and Nellie Christina, born March 12, 1879, 
died September 12, 1879. Mr. Kittelson was 
living with his parents when the Indian out- 

of 1862 began, and he was one of the 


break 
first settlers to see Jones after that unfor- 
tunate pioheer was murdered. He was also 
present when Jones and the other victims 
were buried, and with his team hauled from 
Litchfield the first base of the monument 
which now marks their last resting-place. 
Mrs. Kittelson was also here during that 
eventful period, and was at work in the fam- 
ily of A. C. Smith at the time the attack was 
made on Forest City. Smith came in that 
night while she was clearing off the supper 
dishes, and stated that he believed an attack 
would be made that night, directing her ta 
vo at once to the stockade. She desired, 
however, to stay until she had finished her 
work, but Smith explained that she could 
finish the work in the morning if she was 
alive. She therefore threw a quilt over her 
head for a shawl, and went to the stockade, 
and, not realizing the approaching danger, 
went peacefully to sleep. The same night 
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the attack was made, and. for a time all 
thought that the Day of Judgment had come. 
In the morning she found that Smith's advice 
had saved her life, as the Indians had, in the 
meantime, been to the vacated house and 
stolen all they could carry: off, and set it on 
fire, but the blaze had died out before much 
damage was done. A full account of the 
Indian troubles is given elsewhere in this 
volume, so it is unnecessary to go further in 
detail in this connection. 


AMLET STEVENS, the senior partner 
“A in the banking firm of Stevens & Co., 
is one of the oldest settlers in Meeker county, 
and has watched its growth from a state of 
wilderness to its present prosperous condi- 
tion. He was born in West Hawkesbury, 
Canada, August 16, 1830, and is the son of 
Samuel and Annie (Whitcomb) Stevens, both 
of whom were natives of Vermont. In his 
early manhood the elder Mr. Stevens went 
to Canada, where he was engaged for many 
years following his trade, which was milling, 
and was there married, and there made his 
home until he passed to the silent chambers 
of the dead. 

The subject of this memoir was reared and 
educated in the county of his nativity, and 
as he reached maturer years, learned the 


carpentering trade, and worked at that and 
millwrighting until coming here. At the 


age of twenty-six, in October, 1856, he left 
his Canadian home, and following the tide 
of emigration which was flowing westward, 
and as the bulk of the people were coming 
to Minnesota, he, too, came to the * North 
Star State.” He remained that winter at 
Ilastings, where he was employed at his 
trade, working on the hotel building, but in 
the spring of 1857 came to Meeker county, 
where he has ever since made his home, and 
has been identified with its history. In the 


summer of 1865 he was appointed to fill the 
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otlice of register of deeds, left vacant by the 
death of Thomas Skinner, and was elected to 
the same office at the expiration of the term. 
In the autumn of 1871 he was a candidate 
forthe position of county treasurer, elected 
and served therein until the spring of 1878. 
Having been chosen county auditor by the 
people, in the spring of 1875, he entered 
upon the discharge of the duties of that 
office and remained there until the spring of 
The fact that a democrat of his pro- 
nounced type held any office in a republican 
county, is a fair criterion of the estimation 

which he has always been held by the 
vreater part of the community. In June 
ISSS, he was in attendance upon the Demo- 
eratic National Convention, at St. Louis, as 
one of the alternates from this district. 

Mr. Stevens, during the tragic days of the 
Indian troubles of 1862, joined the Meeker 
County Guards, and was, at once, elected 
second heutenant of the company, and served 
with them,as detailed elsewhere, until it was 
disbanded, It bas been justly said by the 
older residents that to him is due the credit, 
in a large measure, of finishing the stockade 
the day it was done, and which was so neces- 
sary before the dawn of the next morning. 
Qn the dispersion of Captain Whitcomb’s 
company Mr. Stevens enlisted in the United 
States’ service and went to Fort Snelling, but 
Was rejected on examination.as unfit for the 
purposes of war, and then returned to Forest 
City, and there resided until the removal of 
the county seat to Litchfield, when he came 
After the expiration of his 

Mr. Stevens made a trip 
Mexico Colorado, and 
after his return Litchfield 
banking business, in company 
Branham, which still is continued 
Mr. Stevens is a prominent mem- 
being the seribe 
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berof the Masonic fraternity, 
or secretary of all three branches, and is one 
of the vestrvmen of the Episcopal chureh. 
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ATHAN C. CASWEL L, one of the 
earliest pioneers of the county, is stil] 
2) resident of Manannah township, w here he 
settled in 1856, on section 31. He is a native 
of Brompton, Sherbrooke county, Canada, 
born August 28, 1835, and is the son of 
Carlos ae Anna (Wakefield) Caswell, the 
former a native of Guildhall, Vt... born 
March 11, 1798, and was the son of Nathan 
Caswell, one of the Revolutionary 
from the “ Green Mountain State.” 
Caswell went to Canada when a child, and 
made it his home until 1855. THe wedded 
Miss Anna Wakefield, a native of Vermont, 
born April 8, 1801. He came to Meeker 
county in 1856, and here made his home 
until August 31, 1871, when he passed to his 
reward, 

Nathan C. Caswell, whose younger days 
were passed among the scenes of his birth, 
came to the State in 1855, locating at Monti- 
cello. November 15th of that year he, with 
others, started and made a trip through this 
county, as detailed in another chapter. In 
the summer of 1856 he, with others, came 
here and permanently located, and from that 
date have been prominently identified with 
the town and county’s interests. He started 
for Pike’s Peak, at the time of the excite- 
ment, with others, but in Nebraska, learning 
the state of affairs, he returned part of the 
way, stopping at Nebraska City, Neb., where 
he was engaged in teaming foran army con- 
tractor. He returned, after a while, to his 
home, and has since lived here. He is.one of 
the prominent citizens of the county, has 
worthily filled several important offices, and 
is at present one of the board of county com- 
missioners. At one time in his life, in Psov, 
he filled the position of fireman on a lower 
Mississippi river steamboat to the satisfaction 
of his employers, and has eyer since given the 
strongest proofs of his loyalty to the inter- 
ests committed to his charge. 

July 27, 1861, Nathan CG. Caswell was united 
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in marriage with Miss Mary A. Welch, a 
native of New Brunswick, and daughter of 
John Welch, of Stearns county, now deceased. 
By this marriage there have been born two 
children-—Seth C., born at Monticello, Wright 
county, November 19, 1863, who married 
Lillian M., daughter of Nathan W. Caswell, 
born at Brompton, Canada, September 1, 
1866. Their marriage took place November 
27, 1884, anil they have one child—Gertrude 
Emma, born October 1, 1886. .The other 
child of N. C. Caswell was Mark J., who was 
born February 26,1872, and died February 
20, 1881. 

Nathan C. Caswell, our subject, is one of 
the most prominent citizens in the northern 
portion of the county. He has always taken 
aun active and le: ading part in all public and 
educational affairs, aid no citizen has been 
more closely identified with the official his- 
tory of the county and township in which he 
lives than the subject of this article. 


OHN MATTSON, the gentleman own- 

ing and operating the flouring mill at 
aie came to that part of the county, 
October 4, 1882, and purchased of J. IL. 
Thompson, of Minneapolis, the mill built by 
Whitney & Hutchins. It was then equipped 
with three rans of buhrs, but he has added 
two sets of rolls and centrifugals combined, 
und other improved machinery, making it 
ats good as any mill in the county. 

Mr. Mattson is a native of Sweden, born 
near thecity of Gottenborg, October 41852, 
of M. Mattson and Ilelena 
Mattson, both of whom died in their native 
land, the father in 1834, and the mother in 
1862. We was reared and educated in that 
to manhood, At the 
age of twenty-two, in 1854, he started for 
America, and after a voyage of fifty days 
on the Atlantic, landed in Boston on the 4th | 
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of October. A short time later he came 
west to Chicago, and while crossing the lake 
suffered the horrors of shipwreck, and, the 
vessel drifting into the harbor of Racine, 
Wis., our subject landed and sought employ- 
ment, and forty miles from that point he was 
employed in chopping wood for three 
months. In April, 1855, he went to Chi- 
cago, and the following May went to Rock- 
ford, 1ll., where he remained until the spring 
of 1856, and then came to Red Wing, Minn. 
During that summer he was employed at 
rafting on the Mississippi river, but later in 
the same season was taken sick and quit 
work. Upon his recovery he took a home- 
stead in Goodhue county, near Red Wing, 
which he sold in the summer of 1857, and in 
the fall went to Cannon Falls, Goodhue 
county, and began learning the miller’s trade 
with It. C. Knox & Co. He remained with 
them until February, 1865, when he enlisted 
in Company LB, First Minnesota Infantry, and 
served until the close of the war.  Neturn- 
ing then to Minnesota, he again resumed his 
milling business, and was employed at the 
following points: W. K. Rodgers & Co., 
Cannon Falls. Minn.; in 1868 for Archibald, 
Wilcox & Co., Oxford, Minn. ; from 1860 to 


1873 for I. Grege & Co., Cannon. Falls, 
Minn.; during 1878 and 1ST he was engaged 


in ~~ general mereantile trade; in 1875 
again engaged in milling for Nelson, Swan- 
son & Co., Bell Creek, Minn.; in 1877 for 
C. N. Wileox, of Oxford Mills, Minn.; in 
1878 for W. 8. Turner, at Star Prairie, Wis. ; 
in 1879 for Mn Munch, near Taylor's Falls, 
Minn.; in 1880 for C. N. Wileox, Oxford 
Mills, Minn.; and in 18581 and 1882. for 
Thompson, Smith & Co. at Cannon Falls, 
Goodhue county. In the latter year— 
1882—he came to Meeker county, 
stated. 

Mr. Mattson was married June 29, 1501, 
to Miss Sophia Johnson, a native of Sweden, 
born March 29, 1841, and daughter 
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Charles and Hannah Johnson. She had | attention to stock-raising. In political mat. 


come to America with her parents in 1853, 
landing at Boston, and after two years’ resi- 
dence in Indiana, and two vears in Iowa, 
came to Cannon Falls, this State, where the 
parents died, the mother in 1867, the father 
in 1884. Mr. Mattson is the father of eight 
children — Ella, now Mrs. M. IT. Gunderson ; 
Amanda C., Agnes M.,and Ida E., and four 
deceased. Mr. Mattson isa member of the 
Lutheran Church. He votes with the repub- 
lican party. 


*. 
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KoSVETER J. MITCHELL, the subject of this 
© sketch, has a valuable farm, with fine 
building improvements, located on section 9, 
Harvey township. 

He isa native of Blair county, Pa., born 
September 14, 1859, and is a son of Stephen 
and Ann Mitchell. Stephen P. Mitchell was 
born in Ireland in about 1830, and came to 
the United States in 1848, settling in Blair 
county, Pa. In 1852 he was married to Miss 
Anna Morgan, and they were the parents of 
nine children, as follows—Joln, Anna, Peter, 
Mary, Katie, Patrick, Rody, Delia B. and 
Ella. ‘The father followed railroading and 
mining in Pennsylvania, until 1875, when he 
eame with his family to Meeker county, 
Minn., and purchased 120 acres of land in 
Harvey township, and engaged in farming, 
remaining there until the time of his death, 
August 18, 1877. His widow, who was ¢ 
native of County Galway, Ireland, is still 
living on the old homestead. 

Peter J. Mitchell, the subject of this sketch, 
learned the carpenter’s trade while still a 
boy, and followed that to some extent, but 
the most of his life has been spent in 
farming. Since his father’s death he has 
taken charge of the homestead, and also has 
200 acres in the township. He is a success- 
ful farmer, and also devotes considerable 
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ters he affiliates with the democratic party, 
and is one of the leading members of that 
organization in the township. He has taken 
an active interest in public matters, and has 
held the office of township clerk since 181, 
discharging the duties of the office in a man- 
ner creditable to himself and satisfactory to 
all concerned. Through his connection with 
township matters and official affairs he has 
justly earned the reputation which he has of 
being one of the most careful and thorough 
business men in the township. 


e 


2SRAEL MILLER, proprietor of the Litch- 
@ field feed mill, is one of the brave veter- 
ans of our late civil war, “ whose faith and 
truth on war’s red touchstone rang true 
metal.” He is a native of Fort Wayne, 
Ind., and first saw the light of day beneath 
the roof of his parents, John F. and Julia A. 
(Coffman) Miller, on the 10th day of July, 
1839. In 1834, when John F. Miller settled 
at Fort Wayne, it was but an insignificant 
village, containing about a hundred people. 
He became a land owner in that vicinity, 
and prospered as the country developed, and 
made it his home until his death, which 
occurred in 1860. 

The subject of this memoir remained at 
home with his parents, peacefully following 
the pursuit of agriculture until the tocsin of 
war with wild clamor filled the land, and the 
government called for the men of our country 
to sustain it. Israel enlisted in 1863 as a 
wagon master, thinking that the duties 
called forth in that position were best suited 
to his capacities, and received the charge of 
a train of some twenty-five wagons. Ile 
remained in this branch of the service some 
eight or ten months, and on the 15th of Feb- 
ruary, 1565, enlisted in Company G., One 
Hundred and Fifty-second Indiana Infantry, 
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and served with that gallant regiment until 
his discharge at Charleston, W. Va., August 
30, 1865. During this time the body of men 
to which he was attached, were a portion of 
the army under Gen. W. S. Hancock, whose 
post of duty was in the Shenandoah and 
Kanawha valleys. 

On receiving his discharge, Mr. Miller 
engaged in railroad work, which he followed 
for several years. In 1876 he became the 
general manager of a stave and head mill at 
Fort Wayne, but a year later he entered 
into business in the milling and chair factory 
line, with A. C. and D. 8. Beaver, but a 
short time thereafter sold out and removed 
to Grundy county, Tenn., where he engaged 
in the same species of business. Five years 
later, on his way to the Red River country, 
he stopped at Litchfield, and was so struck 
with its appearance that he has never gone 
any further north. The next summer he 
placed a steamboat upon the pellucid waters 
of Lake Ripley, for excursion purposes, 
which was quite a success. He, the same 
fall, erected the feed mill he is now operat- 
ing, and is still the owner of some 700 acres 
of timber and coal lands in Tennessee, and an 
undivided half-interest in 600 more. 

The marriage that united the destinies of 
Israel Miller and Miss Harriet M. Beck was 
solemnized upon the 4th day of March, 1860. 
The lady was a native of Allen county, Ind., 
and the daughter of Richard and Sarah Beck. 
On the 16th of May, 1866, Mrs. Miller passed 
to “that land Elysian, whose portals we call 
death,” having been the mother of three chil- 
dren, of whom: the following is the record — 
Frank M., the eldest, is a resident of Onta- 
rio, Cal.; Laura B. married M. Milburn, and 
isa resident of Indian Territory; and Will- 
iam H., still lives at home with his surviving 
parent. Mr. Miller, July 24, 1868, again 
entered into the married state, being united 
with Miss Susie C. Totten, who is the mother 
of three children, two of whom are still 
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living — Susie and Jennie. The name of the | 
one deceased was Julian, who died October 
23, 1879. Again death entered the home of 
Mr. Miller and snatched from husband and 
mourning children the wife and mother, her 
death taking place November 22, 1876. After 
two years passed in single blessedness, May 
1, 1878, Mr. Miller again essayed the matri- 
monial yoke, this time wedding Miss Florence 
M. Palm, who became the mother of three 
children — Mary E., Arthur G. and John. 
The latter died in infancy, June 1, 1880. 
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[=ETER P. ORNBERG, is oncof the lead- 
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°- ing farmers of Swede Grove township. 
He is a native of Sweden, born on the 17th 
of September, 1853, and is a son of Ole P. 
and Hannah Ornberg. Ile came to the 
United States in 1870, and came direct to 
Swede Grove township, Meeker county, 
Minn. He worked for different farmers in 
this neighborhood until some time in 1877, 
when he purchased 105 acres of land on sec- 
tion 29, Swede Grove township, and began 
farming on his own account. He has since 
bought eighty acres on sections 19 and 20, 
making 185 acres, which he owns at the pres- 
ent time, his buildings being located on sec- 
tion 29, on the north bank of Peterson Lake. 
When Mr. Ornberg came to this country he 
was not worth a dollar in this world’s goods, 
but by thrift and industry he has accumu- 
lated a comfortable property. He has good 
and comfortable buildings, a full supply of 
the necessary farm machinery, a number of 
horses and quite a herd of cattle and hogs. 
Mr. Ornberg was married on the 26th of 
May, 1874, to Miss Anna Peterson, a daugh- 
terof Hans and Betsy Peterson. They have 
been blessed with four children, as follows— 
Claus, born June 9, 1875; Ella, born Septem- 
ber 27, 1877; Andrew, born December 235, 
1879; and Ury, born July 2, 1886. Mr. 
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Ornberg takes an active interest in all mat- 
ters of a public nature, and has held several 
local offices. He was school director of his 
district for six years. 
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ELS LARSON, a prominent farmer, 
yS} residing on section 8, in Litchfield 
township, is one of the pioneers of the county, 
and a survivor of the Indian massacre of 
1862. He was born in Sweden December 
19, 1839, and isasonof Johnand Cela Peter- 
son Larson. He left Sweden in 1857, when 
seventeen years of age, with his parents and 
three brothers, Andrew, Peter E. and Louis, 
coming by way of Hamburg to the United 
States, and being eight weeks en route. They 
came direct to Minnesota by way of Chicago 
and Prairie du Chien, and, after some little 
time spent in prospecting, they finally set- 
tled in Meeker county, locating first on sec- 
tion 9, of what is now Litchfield township, 
but subsequently took up a homestead on 
section 8 Nels entered a homestead of 
eighty acres adjoining his father’s land, and 
shortly afterward purchased 120 acres of the 
government. He was married in 1859 to 
Anna Ingeman, and their union has been 
blessed with seven children, two of whom— 
Isaac and Lina—are dead. Of the other 
children, the eldest, Albert A., married Anna 
Kjellberg, and lives near Litchfield; while 
Emanuel, Emma Maria, Edward and Isaac 
John are still with their parents on the 
homestead. 

Mr. Larson’s early life being one of indus- 
try and frugality, accumulat- 
ing property, and had just got a foot- 
hold, or start in life, when the Indian out- 
break came, and the fruits of nearly all his 
toil were swept away. When first warned 
of the terrible ravages that had been com- 
menced, he took his family to his fathers’ 


he soon began 


good 
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house for safety, and the next day moved 
them on, as others did, to Forest City . After 
personally looking the ground over, he con- 
cluded the danger was over, and moved his 
family into a house outside the fortifications, 
A day or two afterward the family were ter- 
rified by a fresh attack of the Indians, and 
they rushed into the fort for refuge, under 
heavy firing. The Indians took a span of 
colts and a yoke of oxen which he had not 
time to secure. Mr. Larson borrowed a 
horse the next day, and went over to his 
farm, where he found his house a smoldering 
mass of ruins. He concluded to make the 
best of the situation, and proceeded to look 
after his cattle, which were in the timber 
and had not been molested by the redskins. 
While thus engaged, he discovered four Indi- 
ans coming upon him, and, mounting lis 
horse, he fled, taking a course across a marsh 
on his farm. He succeeded in crossing it 
without trouble, but the savages mired their 
horses in it, thus enabling him to make coo 
his escape. After t taking his wife and ‘chil. 
dren—one of whom, Emma M., was only 
two weeks old—to St. Paul, for safekeeping 
for the winter, he bought a team and a third 
interest in a thre ishing: machine on credit, 
and once more began life’s labor anew. Dur- 
ing the year 1863 he worked on his farm as 
best’ he could, his family being sheltered in 
the fortress at Forest City and Litchtield. 
The Indians in the meantime kept infesting 
the country as_ bands of marauders, running 
off stock and committing other depredations, 
and Mr. Larson slept in the stable where his 
horses were, during the entire summer, That 
winter he stayed on his father’s place, and in 
the spring of 1564 built and moved into a 
cabin, where several of his neighbors’ fami 
lies, who had learned to look to him for pro- 
tection, came and shared the shelter of lis 
roof. Ma. Larson’s industry and enterprise 
have enabled him to overcome those reverses 
of fortune, and he now has a splendid fara 
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of 665 acres, including considerable timber. 
He has held the office of township supervisor 
a number of years, and is justly regarded as 
one of the “solid” men of the county. 


ONS A. BROWN came to Meeker 
: county, Minn., in the first part of 
September, 1869, and settled where Litch- 
field is now located. At that time there was 
no depot nor passenger trains, only a con- 
struction train now and then, upon which 
all freight and passengers had to be trans- 
ported. At that time there was Old Sol’s 
so-called hotel, Brown’s blacksmith shop, 
Truls Nelson had just commenced a small 
dwelling, and H. B. Johnson had some 
lumber on the place, while Messrs. Heard & 
Ward had also commenced a one-story build- 
ing. In the latter part of September he 
received 1,200 feet of lumber from Minneap- 
olis, and built a board shed, or shanty, in the 
rear of Jot 14, corner of Second street and 
the alley. The board shanty was 12x16, 
with shingle roof. About the Sth of Octo- 
ber he opened up a tin-shop and stock of 
hardware—the first hardware store and tin- 
shop Litchfield had—in a. small way as it 
was. In November of that year he had an 
addition built to this shed, of 16x16, one and 
a half stories, with windows, sealed inside 
with flooring, where he moved his work- 
bench and hardware, and used the shed for 
stoves and warehouse. In 1870 he erected 
the frame building on lot 13, on "Sibley ave- 
nue, which he occupied until 1882, and which 
still stands on the old site, and is now occu- 
pied by P. W. Johnson as a hardware store. 
In October of that year he moved his family 
to Litchfield, and moved in over the hard- 
ware store. The family consisted of his 
three. children and Mrs. A. Brown, his 
mother, and Miss Susan Johnson, as the gov- 
erness. In 1882, after selling out his hard- 
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ware business to Mr. Johnson, he engaged 
in the brick business for four years, on part 
of section 6, town of Darwin, and then aban- 
doned the business. In 1884 he opened up a 
retail business in Grove City, of a general 
line, such as dry goods, groceries, clothing, 
hats, caps and notions. Mr. Brown has only 
held local offices; has been twice town treas- 
urer. He served as first town clerk, when 
Litchfield was part of the incorporated town 
of Ness, and after being changed to town of 
Litchfield. [le also served one year as pres- 
ident of the village council, and two. years 
later as trustee on the village council. 

M. A. Brown was born in Norway. Lis 
father emigrated to this country in 1850, 
where he landed in Chicago, I]. Mr. Brown 
lived in Chicago for about fourteen years, 
where he was married, and where his chil- 
dren were born. In 1865 he moved to Water 
Valley, Miss., where he came from when he 
settled in Litchfield, Minn. Mr. Brown has 
been always on the side of enterprise, and 
has fully identified himself with all the mate- 
rial progress of the village and the county. 
He has erected several good buildings in the 
village, which are a credit to himself and an 
ornament to the place. 

1 FED} ee — 

OHN QUINLAN, who is engaged in gen- 
eral farming on section 11, Darwin 
township, is a native of Fond du Lac county, 
Wis., born November 12, 1859, and 
the son of Jeremiah and Sarah Quinlan, 
both of whom were natives of the Emerald 
Isle, and are now residents of the same 
township. John Quinlan remained in the 
Badger State until he was some twenty 
years of age, but in 1879 he left that portion 
of our country and came to Meeker county, 
and, taking up his residence where he now 
lives, has made this his home ever since. 

March 28, 1882, he was united in marriage 
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with Margaret Doyle, who died April 14, 
1888, leaving the following children to 
mourn their loss—Jeremiah R., born April 
21,1883; Margaret C., born September 4 
1885; and John M., born March 21, 188s. 

Mr. Quinlan has followed farming most of 
his life, and understands that business 
thoroughly. In his religion he is a devout 
toman Catholic, and cheerfully fulfills his 
duties. In politics he is entirely independ- 
ent, not being bound by party lines. 
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Or PETERSON is one of the indus- 

trious foreign immigrants who have 
brought the thrift and economy so necessary 
in their native land to the fertile soil of the 
new world and are accumulating a comfort- 
able competence. He is the son of John and 
Mary (Olson) Peterson, born in Sweden, 
January 24, 1860. When he was seven years 
of age he was brought to America by his 
parents, who settled in Carver county. The 
family afterward came to this county and 
settled in Collinwood township. He re- 
mained an inmate of the parental home until 
1886, when he moyed to his farm on section 
36, where he has eighty acres of fine Jand, 
forty of which is under cultivation. He 
learned the carpenter’s trade in his early 
manhood and has followed that business a 
part of the time ever since, and also works 
at masonry and plastering. He has a neat 
and tasty residence and comfortable out- 
buildings. Mr. Peterson was united in mar- 
riage, August 4, 1883, with Miss Betsy Lar- 
son, and by this union there has been born 
two children—Mary, born June 25, 1854; 
and Jolin IJmer, born March 9, 1856. Al 
though a young man, he is rapidly coming 
the front and bids fair to achieve success. He 
is of an ingenious turn of mind and has made 
some excellent specimens of cabinet work 
which are very creditable. 


a 


ARE RODGERS, one of the * brave 


boys in blue” during the late civil 
war, who is engaged in farming in Fores: 
Prairie township, on section 18, where he 
owns some eighty acres of land, is a native 
of Adams, Jefferson county, N. Y., born 
March 18, 1830. He is the son of Stephen 
and Sarah (Williams) Rodgers. 

The father of our subject was a man of 
mark in the community in which he lived. 
He was the father of seven children by his first 
wife, of whom Alfred was one, the others 
being—Evaline, Hiram, Wesley, Clark, Har- 
riet, and Manfred. The latter died, while 
in the army; and Clark’s decease occurred 
in Goodhue county, this State. The mother 
of our subject died in the Empire State, and 
after her death Stephen Rodgers married Mrs. 
Spencer, by whom he had four children— 
Sarah, Martin, Eliza, and Orilla. In 1856, 
or 1857, Stephen removed to Wisconsin with 
his family, where he resided until his death, 
which occurred about 1877. 

The subject of this personal history learned 
the carpenter’s trade in youth, and followed 
it for some ten years in his native State, 
and, since coming here, has worked at it 
more or less. He was married July 4, 1853, 
to Miss Marietta Spicer, a native of New 
York, who died in 1858. She was the 
mother of one child—Dalton, who died in 
childhood. Mr. Rodgers’ second marriage 
was with Miss Euphemia Scribner, who 
became the mother of three children—Man- 
fred, Eliza and Eva. 

In April, 1861, Mr. Rodgers enlisted in 
Company G, Thirty-fifth New York Infun- 
try, and participated in many of the mest 
bloody battles fought by the Armies of the 
Potomac and Shenandoah, among wivch 
may be mentioned those of the first and 
second Bull Run, Antietam, Fredericksburg, 
and White Sulphur Springs. He was finaly 
mustered out and discharged, and returned 
to New York. Ile came to Meeker county 
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in 1869, and took up a homestead on section 

, in Forest Prairie, but later moved to his 
A aT locality. Ie is independent in 
political matters, and a representative man 
of the section of the county in which he 
lives. 


OSEPH LAWRENCE WAKEFIELD, 
-J dealer in dry goods and general furnish- 
ing goods, is one of L itchfield’s most promi- 
nent merchants. Heisa native of Providence, 
R. L, and was born in 1854. His parents, 
William and Harriet S. (Belcher) Wakefield, 
were both born and raised in the same State, 
and his grandfather, Joseph Belcher, belonged 
to the ae “ Worse Marine Guards” in 
early times in New England. He was later 
a hardware merchant, which business is stil] 
carried on by his sons, and was the first per- 
son to introduce throughout the United 
States horse shoe nails ee by machinery, 
contracting for and handling the entire pro- 
duction. J oseph Lawrence’s ; father, William 
Wakefield, was connected with the banking 
business in Providence, but in 1856, with hn 
family he went to St. Paul, Minn., for the 
purpose of settling up the estate of a dece: sed 
brother, and, becoming settled there, he has 
since made that his Pome: 
J. L. Wakefield remained with his parents 
until nineteen years of age, when he went to 
ted Wing and attended school, and after- 
ward entered Ripon College, at Ripon, Wis. 
In the fall of 1877 he went to Chicago and 
was employed as salesman in the dry goods 
establishment of A. T. Stewart & Co., until 
the spring of 1850, Ile was then employed 
by Auerbauch, Finch, Culbertson & Co., at 
St. Paul, until November, 1883, when he 
‘vame to Litchfield and opened the store 
which he still conducts. Tle carries an ex- 
tensive anda complete stock of everything 
pertaining to his line and does a large busi- 
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ness. He has taken an active interest in all 
public matters and is the present city recorder. 
Mr. Wakefield was married in October, 18823, 
to Miss Carrie A. McConnell, of LeRoy, 
Minn. They have one child Henry Law- 
rence. 


the most 


feel HANSON, one of 
) prominent old settlers in Meeker 


county, is a resident of Litchfield township, 
his extensive farm adjoining the village plat. 
Mr. Hanson was born in Sweden on the 6th 
of August, 1825. He was married in Octo- 
ber, 1853, to Miss Elna Larson, a daughter 
of John and Lissa Larson. Her parents both 
died in Meeker-county, the father in Septem- 
ber, 1867, and the mother in Februar v, 1887. 
Mr. Uanson’s parents both died in Sweden. 
On the 6th of May, 1857, Bengt Hanson 
and family left their native land for 
America, but were detained at Hamburg, 
Germany, for twenty days. They finally 
arrived in New York on the 3d of July, and 
proceeded to Dunkirk, then to Toledo and 
on to Chicago. There was no depot as yet 
at the Jatter place, and his goods were 
dunped on the ground, while the family 
were obliged to walk two or three miles 
through the mud to the other railroad. 
They took the line to Prairie du Chien, and, 
as there were no passenger cars, they rode to 
the latter point in box cars, and from there 
they took a boat up the river to Carver, 
Minn. At that place Bengt Hanson bought 
a span of horses and wagon, and leaving his 
family behind, he made a prospecting tour 
through several adjoining counties, but did 
not find a place to suit him. He then 
brought his family to Meeker county, and 
purchased 130 acres of Jand. Ile has since 
continually added to his place, until he now 
owns 500 acres of valuable land. Ie is recog- 
nized as one of the most solid and substantial 
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farmers in the county, and his integrity and 
straightforward dealing, have won him a 
reputation which have made his word as 
good asa bond. 

Mr. Hanson, with the other pioneers, suf- 
fered a considerable joss and backset on 
account of the Indian outbreak. The red- 
skins stole several horses and other loose 
stock and destroyed most of his grain. 

He has always taken a commendable inter- 
est in public matters and has been promi- 
nently identified with the official history of 
the township in which he lives, having held 
the office of supervisor for over twenty 
years. 

Mrs. ifanson died on the 5th of April, 
1877, aged forty-one years. She was a true 
and sincere Christian lady, and was held in 
high esteem. Mr. and Mrs. Hanson were 
blessed with the following children—Emma, 
born in Sweden, December 10, 1854; Carl J. 
G. and Nels C. G. (twins), born in Ham- 
burg, Germany, May 14, 1857; Alfred 
Emanuel, born June 80, 1859, died Decem- 
ber 15, 1862 ; Caroline, born September 4, 
1862; Esther, born April 4, 1865; Alfred 
Emanuel, born November 14, 1869; Edla 
Victoria, born May 30, 1874. Emma mar- 
ried Olaf H. Peterson, and resides in Liteh- 
field township. Nels C. G. and Carl J. G. 
are mentioned elsewhere at length. Caro- 
line married Andrew Johnson, a resident of 
Litchfield township. 
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ARTIN J. PAULSON, one of the 
4 leading citizens of Meeker county, 
and for a number of years a_ resident 
of Grove City, is the son of Johnson and 
Emma (Olson) Paulson, and was born in 
Sweden on the 6th of November, 1851. Ile 
came to America with his parents in 1870, 
and on their arrival at Grove City found 
only two buildings in that place, the depot 
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and a store. He was poor anda foreigner 
who could not speak the language, but he 
buckled to his life work, and now reaps the 
reward. He did whatever he could find at 
hand for a couple of years, but learning the 
house-painting trade with A. Lofstrom, he 
followed that for about seven years. In 
1879 Mr. Paulson purchased the Swede Grove 
House, the pioneer hotel of the village, open- 
ed in 1874 by L. A. Olson, and changed the 
name to Grove City House, and was the land- 
lord of it until the spring of 1888, when he 
removed to Lake Koronis where he now 
lives. He has, by his own industry and thrift, 
raised himself, unaided, from his penniless 
condition into comparative affluence. He 
owns the fine hotel property and a good 
farm in Stearns county. He has also grown 
in influence in the community and has held 
the office of member of the council since 
1882; is the present village recorder; and 
being the candidate upon the democratic 
ticket for member of the legislature, in the 
fall of 1886, was only defeated by the union 
of the three other parties, and then only by 
a small majority. 

November 12, 1884, Mr. Paulson was uni- 
ted in marriage with Miss Siney Peterson, 
daughter of Andrew and Anna (Eskelson) 
Peterson-Clase. Both of Mr. Paulson's 
parents died in this county, his mother in 
1887, and his fatherin 1886. His wife’s 
father resides with them, but her mother 
died here about the time of the Indian 
troubles. 


WOOD, «a respected 
citizen and a successful farmer and 
stock-raiser residing on section 20, Mannnah 
township, was born in Logan county, ky., 
on the 4th of August, 1818, and is a son of 
Miller and Melinda (Campbell) Wood. Ile 
left his native State with his parents in 1852 


' 1 i by loa fe Ne aN a SENN Get, ay 
; iL i re 


TAS 


ot tern telond a cian Spdiais 
wl c1moy toroe diwadn wl dod) ele 
arnt) ohy Att Doamdoig wodsal «aM erat 
maqocunlliy oni lo lstod iaonviq oft gevokl Rien, os 
oat haters bos noe Al vd bVaT ai he Peal vidas 
-hegFodt apt bus sapotl gi avor® of onren toe 


od wb Peat Yo yiringe od? lisa dt Yo bol I mt 7 : 
vee ot voilw einowA otal ot hovour is f 
AMA bein ystewhei erie eid Yd aad olf covil ea) 
aeslinneg aist mort ,babinaw disemid boat Cy, 
9H. austenite evidereqmo. ola novibnes | igh. to r ly 
hoon x» bus “YE Seerte Iijod of odd eawo | te 7 
rttory oeln ted olf .yynvoo erinet2 Ai wrtat ae 
‘Died and has ytieummen odd at oonvnlini aj} uM 
gonia Tisnkoo edt to wesdinsin % doiflo sill He 
bus ; wshis9t oghlliz Inseoty Sif gi ; 222T | bet 
wssnonteh ot aeqd otahibaas ols yoiod | er: 
ody ni sutsleigel od? Yo todansar 10 Jsdol nL 
watwis add yd holeoteb ylno enw eet to ied | a 
11 Ylno nods bas esimaq odie sordd ot to . ht 
Oitop ua Maer a | ne 
‘inv enw woeluel all 4241 SI wdeovey% | Ja 
MoetsIeT yorie eeilt Mii egaivtam mi bad | -rkim’ wi tous 
' (toelodeD) sec bus wotbaA Yo rwidgoab | -doit-ai a 
enone «If to djoff Seek D-noewi9d | ete 
ai widtont ei ~iuvos aid? ni boib edaw a 
Min a 082. avd eid hug 722 7 


wiliom tal wud aod) Win eobiesn Wouldnt 
wail alt Yo onsit odt duods orod boi 


i ofS} Ur a Ms 


MEEKER COUNTY, MINNESOTA. 
Se 


— 


and settled in Illinois, being among the ear- 
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they are now doing a large business, real 


liest settlers of that region. He remained | estate and farm loans being a specialty. Mr. 


there for many years, but in 1864 came to 
Nicollet county, Minn., and settled, remain- 
ing one year. At the expiration of that 
time he came to Meeker county, and located 
on a farm in Union Grove township. In 
1879 he removed to Manannah township and 
settled on section 20, where he has since 
continued to reside. He has eighty acres of 
land, and, in connection with a light general 
farming business, he devotes considerable 
attention to raising stock. 

Mr. Wood was married in 1842, to Minerva 
Deatherage. She bore him seven children, 
and died in 1853. 

In the year 1855 he was again married, 
Miss Lucinda S. Rogers becoming his wife. 
Thirteen children were born to them, ten 
of whom are still living. In political mat- 


ters Mr. Wood affiliates with the demo- 
cratic party. 


IRAM S. BRANHAM, the junior mem- 

ber of the banking firm of Stevens & 
Co., is a native of Johnson county, Ind., and 
was born January 30, 1856. Jlis parents, 
Jesse V.and Mary (Stark) Branham, were 
natives of Johnson county, Ind., and came 
to Meeker county in 1857, and located in 
what is now Litchfield township. 

Hiram was reared upon a farm until he 
was about twelve years of age, since which 
time he has, until the formation of the pres- 
ent firm, been employed in some capacity in 
some of the county offices. Ile commenced 
in 1868, with his father, Jesse V. Branham, 
Jr, who was serving then as auditor, and 
later on was with his present partner, Ham- 
let Stevens, in the same office, having been 
appointed his deputy, and remained in that 
position for some eight years. The banking 
firm was established by them in 1851, and 
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Branham, who is recognized in the com- 
munity as one of its ablest and brainiest 
business men, by his long and faithful service 
in the auditor’s office, became thoroughly 
posted in regard to the lands of the county, 
and this, together with his intuitive and sure 
judgment in all Jand matters make him an 
extremely safe guide in all real estate trans- 
actions. 

Mr. Branhamand Miss Jessie A. Greenleaf, 
the latter the daughter of Hon. W. H. Green- 
leaf, were united in marriage December 27, 
1882. They are the parents of one child— 
Charles Greenleaf Branham, born December 
26, 1884. 


OHN VOGEL, one of the prosperous and 
intelligent farmers of Dassel township, 
is anative of Germany, born in 1543. He 
was reared amid the scenes of his youth until 
he was about twenty-one years of age, when, 
starting out to seek his fortune, he turned 
his steps toward the west, to the land of the 
free, on this side of the ocean, whither he 
soon after arrived. For about two years he 
was engaged in the coal mines of Pennsvl- 
ania, but that work not being congenial to 
his taste, he came to Minnesota and fora 
time remained in the city of St. Paul. He 
then went to Toward Lake, and was in the 
employ of the railroad until 1877, when he 
gave that up, and with his family settled on 
the farm on section 20, Dassel towuship, 
where he now lives. ._The first year they 
lived here there was no floor to their house, 
and they suffered considerable privation in 
every respect. Much of his time was taken 
up in working for others in order to provide 
for his family, so that the development of his 
own farm was somewhat retarded, but the 


native thrift and economy of his race, and 
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steady perseverance and undeviating dili- 
gence, in time met with asignal reward, and 
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“ILAS H. CASWELL, one of the pio- 
neers of Union Grove township, is the 


he has now one of the best farms in the town. | son of Carlos and Anna Caswell, who were 


It contains 120 acres, and 
tivated and cared for. 

Mr. Vogel was married in St. Paul, Octo- 
ber 23, 1865, to Miss Emily Zeigler, a native 
of Germany, who came to this country the 
August preceding. They are the parents of 
eleven children, as follows—Edvwin, born De- 
cember 7, 1867; Martin, born March 19, 
1869; Adelia, born February 22, 1877; Louisa, 
born July 23, 1873; Albert, born March 3, 
1875 ; Julia, born December 22, 1876 ; Emily, 
born November 26,1878; Mary, born March 
31, 1881; Hattie, born March 8, 1883; John, 
born April 1, 1885 ; and Mabel, born June 6, 
1887. 


is highly eul- 


Pe pALver O. NESS, an_ enterprising 
farmer of Litchfield township, is a 
son of Ole Halverson and Mary Ness, and 
was born in Rock county, Wis., February 20, 
1850. When he was but six vears of age his 
parents removed to Meeker county, and set- 
tled on section 29, of what is now Litchfield 
township, where his entire life has been 
spent in the same industrious and upright 
manner that characterized the lives of his 
worthy ancestors. In 1877 he was married 
to Carrie M. Karn, who was born in Alama- 
kee county, Iowa, March 25, 1855. Her 
parents, Ilelea and Hellen Ness, came to 
America in 1844, and are still residents of 
Iowa. Two children haye been born to 
Halver and Carrie Ness—Mary, born June 
1, 1878; and Hellen, born April 5, 1579. 
The f family are members of the Norwegian 
Lutheran Chureh of Grove C itv. When the 
Indian outbreak came in 1862, Tlalver was 
but twelve years old, vet the work of a man 
devolved upon hin, and he remembers many 
incidents of the memorable reign of terror. 


nativesof Vermont. He was born at Bromp- 
ton, Quebec, Canada, October 22, 1827, and 
Was reared upon a farm until his nineteenth 
year. Fora few years he was sawyer in a 
sawmill, commencing life on hisown account 
when twenty-four years old. August 9, 1853, 
he was married to Miss Fannie R. MfeCirea, 
the daughter of Robert and Elizabeth P. 
McCrea, who was born March 4, 1832, at 
Castle Fin, Ireland, of Scottish parents. She 
had resided in the land of her birth until 
eighteen years of age, coming to Canada in 
1850. 

After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Caswell 
came to the United States, November 3, 1854, 
arriving in St. Anthony, Minn., with but 
$2.50 in their possession. The following 
February they removed to Monticello, Wright 
county, where he took up a claim and made 
his home until his removal to Union Grove 
township, this county, in 1857. Whileat St. 
Anthony, he was engaged in carpentering, 
and helped finish the first brick building 
erected in Minneapolis. In 1856 he came 
here, as detailed elsewhere, and, going back, 
sold out and moved his family here, as above 
mentioned. 

He preémpted some 160 acres of land on 
sections 23 and 24, in the town of Union 
Grove, where he lived at the time of the 
Indian outbreak in 1862, a history of which 
is given in detail elsewhere in this volume. 
Like all of the rest of the settlers here, that 
fallhe and his family left, for safer quarters, 
and made theirhome ona farm in Wright 
county fortwo years. In 1864 he returned 
to Union Grove, where he made his home 
until 1876, during which time he had filled 
several local offices. At that date he 
removed to Stevens county where he lived 
for three years, afterward moving back to 
Union Grove, where he has a fine farm, 
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besides owning a quarter section in Brown 
county, Dakota, having some 880 acres in 
all. Mr. and Mrs. Caswell are the parents 
of five children — Miranda I’. E., born June 
26, 1854, Brompton, Quebec, Canada; Ed- 
win H., born April 22, 1857, Monticello, 
Minn.; Addie J., born February 13, 1862, 
Union Grove, Minn.; Oscar C., born Octo- 
ber 29, 1866; and Ernest T’., born August 2, 
1869, same place. The eldest, now Mrs. J. 
H. Murray, of Marshall county, Dak., is the 
mother of three children—Lura E., born 
April 7, 1876; Pearl C., deceased, born in 
1878; and Berna D., born in January, 1887. 
Addie, Mrs. A. Matteson, of Castle, Mont., 
has two children livine—Dertha G., born 
December, 16, 1879; and Earl L., March 31, 
1884; she had three more, now deceased. 


Acton township, is one of the most 


prominent citizens of Meeker county. He is 
a native of Norway, born June 20, 1831, and 
a son of Olaavis and Johanna Wanyig. His 
father followed the business of a general 
merchant in Norway until the time of his 
death. In 1861 D. M. Wanvig came to the 
New World, and settled in Quebec, Canada, 
where he engaged in farming and was also 
an interpreter for the Grand Trunk Com- 
pany in their emigration business. In 1868 
he settled in St. Paul, having in the mean- 
time begun railroading, which he followed 
for a number of years. In the spring of 1870 
he removed to Litchfield, being then engaged 
in railroad contracting,and in superintending 
the laying of tracks. In March, 1573, he 
purchased a farm on section 86, Acton town- 
ship, and moved his family upon it. This 
has since been his home, with the exception 
of the years from 1881 to 1885, inclusive, 
when he was a resident of Litchfield, and 
where he still owns a magnificent residence, 
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M. WANVIG, a resident of section 36, 
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When Mr. Wanvig purchased his farm there 
was but fifty-two acres broke. He has added 
to the place until he now has 320 acres in 
all, 160 of which is under cultivation, and it 
is one of the most valuable farms in the 
county. Mr. Wanvig devotes his attention 
to general farming and_stock- auising, the 
latter particwarly. Mr. Wanvig was mar- 
ried in Norway, in 1852, to Marie Louisa 
Enebo, and they were blessed with fowrchil- 
dren, as follows— Augusta, born March 31, 
1853; John Olof, born December 1, 1854; 
George Martin, born February 16, 1856, and 
Marcus, born February 8, 1858. His first 
wife died in Norway, on the 16th of Febru- 
ary, 1858. After coming to Canada, Mr. 
Wanvig was married again, this time to 
Elizabeth Dudy. Three children have blessed 
this union — Daniel, Matilda and Adolph. 
Mr. Wanvig has been prominently identi- 
fied with railroad building in the Northwest. 
When he began his railroad work the present 
Manitoba line was known as the St. Paul & 
Pacific, and he had a $16,000 contract on 
that line. He built the Winona [oad from 
Marshall west to Chachaska, now Water- 
town; also built the track on the line from 
Morris west to Breckenridge ; and the track 
from Barnesville to twenty-eight miles north 
of Crookston. When he settled at Litchfield 
the terminus of the line was at Benson. Jn 
political matters Mr. Wanyig isa republican, 
and is one of the leading members of that 
party in the county. From 1874 until 1853, 
he was, under the republican administration, 
railway postal clerk from St. Paul to St. 
Vincent, his home during this time, however, 
being in Meeker county, It is worthy of 
mention that the Indian battle which 
mentioned at Jength in the historical depart- 
ment of this work was fought on section 35, 
of Acton township, on land now owned by 
Mr. Wanvig. One of the victims was buried 
there, but the remains were afterward taken 
up and re-interred at Llutchinson. 
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“. AMUEL A. DORMAN, a prominent and 
J) respected old settler residing on sec- 
tion 17, Kingston township, dates his resi- 
dence in Meeker county the year 1857, and is 
therefore one of the best known citizens in 
the eastern part of the county. Mr. Dorman 
is anative of Washington county, Me., born 
on the 24th of January, 1843. His early life 
Was spent in attending school in his native 
State, and in 1857, with his parents, he came 
to Meeker county, Minn., and they located 
on section 17, Kingston township, where he 
still resides. His mother is dead and _ his 
father is still living. They were here all 
through the Indian outbreak and all through 
the most trying times in the history of the 
county. Mr. Dorman, the subject of our 
sketch, was married in December, 1873, to 
Miss Martha Gable, a native of Kentucky, 
and a daughter of David Gable and wife. 
Her mother is dead and her father is still liv- 
ing. Mr. and Mrs. Dorman are the parents 
of four children—named, Jesse, Elmer, Hat- 
tie and Ada—two girls and two boys. 

Mr. Dorman has taken an active interest 
in public matters, and has. been prominently 
identified with the official history of the 
township, having held various local offices. 
In political matters he is a democrat. Dur- 
ing his early manhood Mr. Dorman followed 
wagon-making to some extent, but the prin- 
cipal portion of his life has beer devoted to 
farming, and he is now engaged in diversified 
farming and stock-raising. 
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ASPER WRIGHT, an enterprising farmer 
of Collinwood township, living on sec- 
tion 4, was born in Yancey county, N. C., 
January +, 1837, and is the son of Jonathan 
and Mary (Bailey) Wright, both of whom 
were natives of the “same State.” When 
he was a boy of six or seven years old, his 
parents removed to Russell county, Va., 
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where he was reared to manhood. Ile re- 
mained at home until his marriage, after 
which he started for himself on one of his 
father’s farms, where he remained until July 
19, 1861, when he enlisted in Company HI, 
Fiftieth Virginia Infantry, and served until 
he was wounded and captured. On being 
paroled he returned to his home, where he 
remained until 1865, when he removed to 
Lawrence county, Ohio, but the following 
October, came to Collinwood township, this 
county. He took up a claim of 81 acres, on 
section 4, where he now lives. His entire 
wealth, when he got here, was $33, his gun, 
a spider, and a dinner kettle, and his wife, 
and two children. He invested three dollars 
in provisions, and the balance of his money 
in a cow, and settled down to frontier life. 
His brother, Waitsdel, and his family were 
with him, and, as the brother was sick, he 
was the only support of both families, and 
kept them going in venison brought down 
by hisgun. For three years their only meat 
was of this variety. He is now well fixed, 
however, and enjoys life in a more comfort- 
able fashion. 

Mr. Wright was married January 6, 1858, 
to Miss Elizabeth Taylor, who was born in 
tussell county, Va., August 26, 1840, and is 
the daughter of William and Dycia Taylor. 
They have had a family of five children. 


ECKSTROM. Prominent among the 


> leading citizens of Dassel village is ex- 
sheriff Ekstrom, of whom this sketch is writ- 
ten. lis life, which began in Sweden, Jan- 
uary 20, 1845, has been a diversified one, 
his early years having been passed as a sea- 
man upon the boisterous waters of the North 
Atlantic, and the more placid Pacific Ocean, 
and in which profession he rose to the posi- 
tion of mate. Growing tired of the monot- 
ony of sea life he came to New York in 


ot ol .boodaset or honey eam od oodw ) ben tanto 6 MA WAL 0G -& UI y 
coh autre tht Hine smo In hosinne | -o9m 0 sgoililagn 1 aque, G 

ail lo ono no Veewid 408 bapnaie od dei r. 
viol (ine battinncon otf eed anerit erertgnt 
Tt veceereo af Bailie of aon Ot} ai > mye wal auld Yo apa. 
fiusn berte bre etal wiolgl¥ divin | ase, ieee abelian 


. Ye > 

naiod a0 .bowgqed ban hobaaow exw od} ‘et n 09 cnidenW ta tai 

od stoi orto til of hodnitor od bolonney | oe a1 cxvmabo o het ee 
ob? fevomot sf pode 296¢ finn fesinmyt evita’ mary: fone — ve badd 

gitwoliot edt snd oitO ,yJan00 eonerwal sinco ool etmemmny aiel di. | i Wtf ue 
val} Aifleitvod Soorvrnilod od omns srsdotoO: | bataaol . nfhink Le 
ro eaten J2 to wiato o qe cloet oH yianon: | ck ornaudr Uwiwpt £9C (A TL noi ae 
e4itee atl aowil won off ordi a moliogs | witl pen er t Mite 
rg, aid 884 enw prot tog od codw lulsow’| fe odin ye? rok oe 
aiiw aid bas slited wonib » hia pohiqe s iquonds tie hem alessdano sy ywouls 


wuitled ool hotesvni of]  .nethlislo ovd bas kod old Jo qpeoaid ofa ai eons 
yonont eal to eonulsd ot baw anolsivory st | 80. Io Jospdie odd .nacopetl Me 

atl svilnort oF fwob halite: hae roo a oi | ot 878k sodas ai a ofl ae 
otow “lime? “eid bis JohatinW portend ill | -olooinedl to oviten 2 aided a 
6d: dhia dew asiliurd ot et bow id dsiw | oliw beg. obieD) bigntl to olka a 


bas zoilimat diod To Mmoqave vino edt enw | -vil Mitesi vedsabied big haob al 
svob ddgnord noeiney ni ghidg aval) sqol | steep ode dee meamoll eit bh 
seomt ehro tiedd eine sould 16D ineg aid vd | Ht seas jetol, boa peryh 
(hoxit How von’ ei oH -sdeitay vn | bop egg a . 


iolmoo wom # ai oY aoiso bar werevart 


PeAl 8 rina bobredter enw tigi W aM 

mi nod asw ody sobre? ddodasith e2ilf ot 

ei bite OL8L 0G tairguA .2V p~vdasos log ) 

wohraT sor baw milli W toxstiyuab oft) 
aorrbliito ovh lo pinin & bad oval yoiT 


achat dimen 
odd gions InoniinonT MONTZADA 


-x9 #i oyttliv foees(l to anasitio gnibasl | 
“4 tha ei odode aitly mrodw Tor sieqnsei rtade- 


we Re Reale aa 
Hal nehow? alin foidw lilell net , tounsdyeivistpiote THOM! AS . 
Ato haitiewvib mete S441 0S yea te ATH cision bagya fo aa : 
ie, Ben botang nosd guizse ayo, Yip wid) “1 ype a a * noid 
tio % oft I6eratrw evoroseiod ol) woqu aust | cr aie yald ai base « 
‘eeay otkt 1 gxot orf noieestorsy doidyw si 


MEEKER COUNTY, MINNES VESOTA, are 


1867, and in company with R. and G. Kal- 
ling, came directly through to Meeker county 
by way of St. Paul. During the winter of | 
that year he followed hunting and trapping 
with the other two men, and in August, 
1867, the three purchased 1100 acres of land, 
all of which they afterwards sold except 300 
acres which Mr. Ekstrom kept for his own 
use, and on which he carried on farming. 
This was on section 3, town -of Greenleaf, 
and upon it he took up agricultural pursuits, 
and remained there until 1874, when hesold 
out, and removing to Litchfield, entered into 
partnership with A. T. Koerner, in the real 
estate business, under the firm name of 
Ekstrom & Koerner. He remained in this 
until 1881. Having been elected sheriff of 
the county in 1877 he assumed the duties of 
that office and held it for six years, having 
been twice re-elected. After the termination 
of his official career he entered upon the 
handling of grain at Morton, where he re- 
mained until 1886 when he came to Dassel 
where he is engaged in the real estate busi- 
ness with Peter Johnson, although he still 
lives at the county seat. 

Mr. Eckstrom was married in 1872 to Miss 
Helen Sauvror, a native of Sweden, and they 
are the parents of four children. 


+ 
. — ~ > > res 


S\*HEODORE EHLERS, of the firm of 
Shaw & Ehlers, millers and grain 
dealers, Litchfield, is a native of Mecklen- 
barg-Schwerin, Germany, born December 
10, 1837, and is the son of Christian and 
Amelia Ehlers. He received his education 
in his native land, and there aequired some 
knowledge of the milling business. Ife came 
to the United States in January, 1854, while 
yeta young man, and followed the profession 
of amiller, through various parts of Wisconsin, 
until 1863, when he located in the city of 
Minneapolis. There he was employed in the 
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- Arctic, now St. 


old Giasc mill, which was. the first and, at. 
that time, the only merchant mill in the 
Flour City. After two years spent as miller 
in that establishment, Mr. Ehlers started the 
Anthony mill, which he 
operated for about a year. The next two 
succeeding years were spent by him in the 

same Hae of business at Chaska, this State, 
after which he returned to Minneapolis, 
where he entered the Washburn flour mill, 
now known as “B” mill. He started the 
Zenith and the Galaxy mills, and several 
others, and made his home there until 1877- 
At that time he came here, and in company 


with Mr. Shaw, purchased the Litchfield 
flouring mill, and established the present. 
business. Shortly after its purchase the new 


proprictors remodeled the mill, and changed 
it to the roller system, and improved it 
throughout, making it first-class in every res- 
pect. In 1882 the firm erected their eleva- 
tor. They are also engaged in the flour and 
feed business in Litchfield. 

Mr. Ehlers is one of the active members of 
the Masonic fraternity, having been made a 
Mason in Hennepin Lodge, No. 4. He isa 
member of Rabboni Chapter, No. 39, and 
Melita Commandery, No.17, of this place, and 
he and his wife both belong to Fidelity 
Chapter, Eastern Star degree, of which Mrs. 
Ehlers, formerly Miss Emma E. Elkins, is the 
present secretary. 

a 
ARTIN O. NESS, is a well-known 
‘4 farmer and stock-raiser, who re- 
sides onsection 32, Litchfield township. IIe 
is a son of Ole Halverson and Mary Ness, 
and was among the first white children born 
in Meeker county, having first seen the light 
on the old Ness homestead February 11, 
1858. His father and mother were natives 
of Norway, and among the first settlers of 
Meeker county, and Martin was reared on 
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the farm with them. In 1881 he purchased 
the Gunder-Olson farm, and commenced the 
business of farming on his own account. In 
1883 he moved the old homestead house onto 
his place, and “batched ” it there until Sep- 
tember 13, 1884, when he was married to 
Hannah Peterson, who was born in Norway, 
June 23, 1859. 
and Tisa Peterson Schonhovel. Martin Ness 
and wife have two children—Oscar Peter, 
born October 18, 1885; Charles Randolph, 
born January 31, 1887. Mr. and Mrs. Ness 
are both members of the Norwegian Luth- 
eran Church of Grove City. 

Cart O. Nxss, of Litchfield township, is 
another sturdy young farmer, who was born 
Meeker county, the date of his birth being 
July 12, 1865, and his parents being Ole Hal- 
verson and Mary Ness. He is of that hardy 
Norse stock that make successful farmers and 
substantial citizens. Je owns a quarter sec- 
tion of land adjoining the farms of his broth- 
ers Martin and Halver, and devotes his entire 
attention to farming and stock-raising,making 
his home with Martin. He is a member of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church of Litch- 
field. 
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ATRICK McCAFFREY, one of the most 
?- prominent and well-to-do farmers and 
stock-raisers in the northern portion of the 
county, resides on section 22, Manannah 
township. He was born in County Tyrone, 
Ireland, on the Sth of March, 1822, and isa 
son of Patrick and Ellen (MeCarran) McCaf- 
frey. He grew to manhood in his native 
land, acquiring the same habits of industry 
and fragality which are characteristic of the 
race from which he springs.  Ilis parents 
died in the land of his birth, and in 1544 he 
started for America, landing in Boston, and 
went direct to Lowell, Mass., where he set- 
tled. Ile remained there until May, 1560, 


She isthe daughter of Peter | 
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when he came West to Meeker county, Minn., 
aud took a claim in Harvey township, where 
T. W. Dougherty now lives. He dug a cel- 
lar, got ready to build, and made some other 
improvements, after which he and his wife 
returned to Lowell, Mass., for the rest of the 
family and goods. During their absence a 
party Jumped their claim, and Mr. McCaffrey 
lost his homestead. The family remained 
in Massachusetts one year, and then returned 
to Meeker county, Minn.,and Mr. McCaffrey 
took a claim and built a house on section 30, 
in what is now Harvey township. After 
living there for one year they were burned 
out and lost all they had. When this mis- 
fortune overtook them they returned to Low- 
ell, Mass., and remained there until 1876, 
when they again settled in Meeker county, 
locating on section 22, Manannah township, 
where they still reside. Mr. McCaffrey has 
a valuable farm of 200 acres, where he car- 
ries on general farming and stock-raising. 

In 1842 Mr. McCaffrey was married to 
Elizabeth Quinn, and they have been blessed 
with nine children, as follows—Patrick, Rose 
Ann, Owen, James, Thomas, Mary J., John, 
Mary E. and Charles H., all of whom are 
living except Patrick, Mary J. and Charles 
H. The family are members of the Catholic: 
Church. 

Mrs. McCaffrey’s parents were natives of 
Ireland. The father died in his native Jand, 
and the mother in Lowell, Mass. 


eS HARLES F. SPAULDING, a respected 
Y and prominent old settler residing on 
section 22, Forest Prairie, and a successful 
farmer and stock-raiser, isa native of Oxford 
county, Me., born on the 14th of April, 1850, 
and isa son of Benjamin F. Spaulding.  Iis 
parents are still living in Forest Prairie town- 
ship, in which they were among the earliest 


settlers. 
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While Charles was still young his parents 
removed to Scott county, and in 1866, they 
removed to Meeker county. When our sub- 
ject was only fifteen years of age, in Febru- 
ary, 1865, he enlisted in the First Minnexeta 
Heavy Aatiery. and went into the service, 
and joined his company at Chattanooga, 
Tenn. He remained in the service until July 
29, 1865, when he was honorably discharged 
at Prairie du Chien, Wis. He then returned 
to Scott county, Minn., and the following 
year the family settled in Forest Prairie 
township, where they have since lived. Our 
subject owns 240 acres of land in all, and de- 
votes his attention to general farming and 
stock-raising. Hehas been engaged in farm- 
ing most of the time since attaining his ma- 
jority, although for four years following 
1880, he carried the mail from Litchfield to 
Forest City. 

Charles F. Spaulding was married on the 
Ist of February, 1874, to Miss Josephine 
Vossen, a native of Germany, and a daugh- 
ter of Christian Vossen, a respected resident 
of Forest Prairie township. Mr. and Mrs. 
Spaulding have been the parents of five chil- 
dren, as follows—Joseph, Frank, Charles, 
Lydia and Julia. 

In political matters Mr. Spaulding is a re- 
publican. He has taken an active interest in 
township and educational matters, and has 
been prominently identified with the official 
history of the town. 
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OLSON, «a respected and influen- 


who lives on section 21, 


M. 
tial farmer, 
Greenleaf eld was born in Sweden, 
on the 11th of February, 1839. His father 
died in Sweden, and he was brought up on a 
farm, learning the same habits of economy 
and industry which characterize a majority 
of that nationality. In 1867 he sailed for 
the United States and settled at Rock Island, 
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Il]. He remained there until 1873, when he 
removed to Meeker county, Minn., and pur- 
chased the farm in Greenle: “a township 
where he now lives. He has been very suc- 
cessful in his farming operations, notwith- 
standing he has met with several reverses in 
losing or getting poor crops, but his industry 
has not been without its reward and he is 
now in comfortable circumstances. Ile now 
has 100 acresof land, substantial buildings 
anda good lot of stock. 

Mr. Olson was married in 1876 to Johanna 
C. Johnson. In religious matters Mr. Olson 
is a member of the Church of God; and 
political affairs he affiliates with the repub- 


lican party. Lis mother resides with 
him. 
oto} ooh oo 
TOPPING, who is engaged 


“SS REN W. 
in the hay 


and straw baling business 


in the village of Litchfield, was born in 
Greenleaf, Meeker county, November 11, 


1860, andis the son Charles G. and Louisa 
M. (Briggs) Topping. 

The father of the subject of this memoir, 
one of the pioneers of this county, was born 
in Tompkins county, N. Y., April 11, Iss, 
and made his home there, with his parents, 
until 1855. In the spring of that yeur he 
removed to Wisconsin, where he lived until 
the fall of 1857, when he came to this vicin- 
ity, settling at Ifutchinson, McLeod county. 
The following spring he took up a claim on 
section 10, Cedar Mills township, which be 
commeng¢ed improving asa farm. In Janu- 
ary, 1860, he returned to his native 
and was there united in marriage to Miss 
Louisa M. Briges, and with her returned the 
following spring to his farm. 

In 1861, he enlisted in Company DB, Fourth 
Minnesota Infantry, and served until Sep- 


state, 


tember, 1864, when he was honoralily dis- 
charged ray the service for disability, 
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owing to disease contracted in the army. 
His family, at the time of the Indian out- 
break, having fled back to New York State, 
he, on receiving his discharge, went there 
and brought them back to Minnesota, and 
made his home upon his farm until 1872, 
when he sold out and came to the village of 
Litchfield, where he now lives. His wife, 
the mother of our subject, and three broth- 
ers and one sister, died February 14,1888. 
She was a most estimable woman, an affect- 
ionate wife and indulgent mother, and who 
possessed the esteem of all with whom she 
came in contact. 

Oren W. remained with his parents while 
they lived upon the farm, but some time 
after coming to Litchfield, commenced to 
learn the barber’s trade, which he followed 
for some time, after which he established his 
present business. 
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ELS JOHNSON, a successful and en- 
terprising farmer and stock-raiser, re- 
siding on section 32, Union Grove township, 
is a native of Sweden, born July 17, 1836, 
and ason of John and Maggie Hanson. His 
early life was spent in his native land, where 
he learned the mason’s trade, and acquired 
the habits of industry and frugality which 
are characteristics of the Swedish people. 

In 1880 he came to the United States and 
made his way direct to Meeker county, Minn. 
He first located at Grove City, where he fol 
lowed his trade, and remained there for four 
years. At the expiration of that time he 
came to Union Grove township and pur- 
chased 160 acres of land on section 82, where 
he now lives. Iis residence is a comfortable 
new frame building, and heis rapidly getting 
his farm in tillable condition. 

Mr. Johnson was married in October, 1563, 
in Sweden, to Miss Hannah Peterson, a 
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was born in Sweden on the 18th of Decem- 
ber, 1831. Mr. and Mrs.’ Johnson have been 
the parents of tive children, three of whom 
are dead. The two living children are as 
follows—Mary, born May 18, 1866; and 
John, born May 13, 1868. Mary married 
O. C. Olson, and now lives in Harvey town- 
ship, and John is still at home, 
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“RANK McLAUGHLIN, a prominent, 
“> energetic, and industrious farmer, liv- 
ing upon section 10, Manannah township, is 
a native of county Tyrone, Ireland, born 
March 16, 1828, and son of William and 
Alice A. McLaughlin. He remained beneath 
the parental roof until some twenty-three 
years of age, but foreseeing the utter impos- 
sibility of ever acquiring a competency in 
his oppressed native land, he came, like many 
of his countrymen, to the free shores of 
America to hew out his own fortunes. Af- 
ter spending about a year in the cotton mills 
at Lowell, Mass., he repaired to Boston and 
found employment ina rolling mill, where 
he continued for three years. The next seven 
years were passed in various ‘places, en- 
gaged at various employments, and the 
spring of 1861 found him in Columbus, Ind. 
While there, April 16, of that year, he en- 
listed in Company Js, Thirteenth Indiana 
Infantry, and was in the engagement at Rich 
Mountain, W. Va., July 11, 1861, and the 
balance of the campaign under Gen. George 
B. McClellan. On March 23, 1862, he was 
with his regiment and took part in the first 
battle at Winchester. During the Chicka- 
hominy campaign he participated in the 
Seven Days’ battles which terminated at Mal- 
vern Hill. From that time on Mr. MeLaugh- 
lin’s fortunes were those of the regiment, 
one of the best known in the Indiana con- 
tingent in the Armies of the Potomac and 
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tersburg, Va., in the spring of 1864, and was 
discharged at Indianapolis on July 2, 1864. 
He was three times wounded, once severely. 

On his discharge Mr. McLaughlin returned 
to Lowell and went to work ina factory 
there. In April, 1866, he came to Meeker 
county, and settled where he now lives. Ie 
has made all the improvements here and en- 
dured while doing so, all the hardships of 
early settlers. He was married on the 31st 
of July, 1864, to Miss Anna Breen, who has 
become the mother of four children—Wil- 
liam J., born June 30, 1865; Mary A., born 
January 10,1868; Maggie E., born Febru- 
ary 21, 1871; and Alice C., born January 
bs) 2814: 
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EORGE B.STROBECK, a progressive 

farmer and stock-raiser living near 
the village of Litchfield, is a native of New 
York, and was born in St. Lawrence ccunty, 
July 6, 1846. He was reared on the farm 
with his parents, Henry and Fanny Strobeck, 
and was primarily educated in the common 
schools of the county, and afterward re- 
ceived an academic course of four years in 
the St. Lawrence Academy. In September, 
1868, he was united in marriage with Celes- 
tia M. Thomas. 
erick, born December 4, 1372. 

George continued the conduct of his 
father’s farm some five years after his matr- 
riage, and then purchased a farm in the 
same neighborhood, which he operated until 
1877, when failing health compelled him 
to make a change. In the fall of that year 
he came to Meeker county, and purchased 
the northeast quarter of section 12, Litchfield 
township, and the following spring brought 
his family on, and began life anew ona piece 
of land without a dollar’s worth of improve- 
ments on it, and after having been reduced 
in health and circumstances by two years of 


They have one child, Fred- 


| 


465 


severe sickness. He now has one of the best 
improved farms in the township, and has 
fully regained his health and strength. Ilis 
antecedents were remarkable for their lon- 
gevity, his grandfather being 107 years old. at 
the time of his death, and his grandmother 
108, while his great-grandmother is known 
to have reached the age of 120. Mr. Stro- 
beck is a model farmer, and devotes his en- 
tire attention to the improvement of his 
farm, and is getting a fair start in the intro- 
duction of high grade stock. The family 


are members of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church. In politics Mr. Strobeck 


is a staunch republican, and in 1887 was 
elected to the board of supervisors on that 
ticket. 
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RANK J. TWOMBLY, one of the pro- 
[> gressive farmers of Cosmos township, 
living on section 23, is the son of James and 
Ellice Twombly, and is a native of McKeene 
county, Penn., born in 1857. Ile was reared 
among the hills, and amid the picturesaue 
surroundings of his native county, until he 
was about six or seven years of age, when 
his parents removed to St. Anthony, this 
State, where they made their home until 
1878, when they came to Meeker county and 
located on the place, now owned and occu- 
pied by Frank. The latter accompanied his 
parents here, and remained with them until 
1884, when he purchased the homestead of 

his father, upon which he now earries on- 
agricultural pursuits. His father, after dis- 
posing of his property, emigrated to far-off 
Oregon, settled there and is still a resident 
of that State. Frank Twombly has held 
several minor local offices as a preparatory 
school to the more important ones which, 
no doubt, the future holds in store for him. 
He is a careful business man, and holds the 
respect of all who know him. 
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ELS A. DRAXTEN is one of the thrifty 
} and enterprising farmers of Acton 
township. Like so many of the residents of 
the western part of Meeker county, he is a 
native of Norway, born on the 6th of Octo- 
ber, 1850, the names of his immediate ances- 
tors being Andrew F. and Mary Draxten. 
His early life was spent in his native 
land, but in 1869 he sailed for the United 
States, and upon his arrival, came direct to 
Minneapolis, where he was employed in saw- 
mills. Seven years later he came to Meeker 
county and purchased 111 acres of land on 
section 17, in Acton township, where he now 
lives. He has a good farm and valuable im- 
provements—a neat two-story house, 26x32 
feet in size, with an addition 14x14, and also 
a substantial barn 28x54 feet in dimensions. 
His parents live with him, and he has four 
brothers who are Meeker county farmers, all 
of whom are married. 

Mr. Draxten is a democrat in political mat- 
ters, and takes an active interest in all 
matters affecting the welfare of his town- 
ship. He is a well-posted and intelligent 
citizen, and is highly respected by his neigh- 
bors. He has held a number of township 
offices ; was elected supervisor in 1881 and 
served one term, and in March, 1886, was 
elected township treasurer. 


ESSE V. BRANHAM, SR., one of the 

pioneers of this locality, was born 
April 18, 1803, in Scott county, Ky, and lived 
there until 1811, when he removed with his 
parents to Franklin,Jefferson county, Ind. Ile 
learned the millwright’s trade there and fol- 
lowed it for some years, at one time owning 
a half-interest in the mill at Franklin, and 
an interest in the woolen mill at the same 
place. In 1857 he removed to Meeker 
county, and took up a claim in the town of 
Litchfield, where he made his home until the 
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tragic days of the Indian outbreak in Iss, 
when he took his family to a place of seeur- 
ity, and, although then nearly sixty years of 


| age, returned to help defend the country. I]: 


it was that volunteered to ride to the State 
capital, with the demand of the settlers for 
help, a service of danger and fatigue, as the 
road then was nearly one hundred miles 
long. After fulfilling his duty here he went 
to Minneapolis, where his family were and 
and there spent the winter. Inthe spring of 
1863, he and his family returned to Forest 
City, and two years later to the old home- 
stead. In 1864 he was elected to the office 
of county treasurer, and served for six years. 
In 1874 Mr. Branham sold his farm and 
moved to the village of Litchfield, where 
he now resides. He was married Decem- 
ber 21, 1821, to Miss Mary Butler, and they 
have been the parents of eight children, 
four of whom are living, namely—Jesse V. 
Jr., William, Mrs. Gullet, and Mrs. E. A. 
Campbell. Mrs. Branham died June 12, 155s, 
at Litchfield. 


Ne] ICK BAUER. The subject of this bi- 
I<} ography, a respected and enterprising 
farmer and stock-raiser residing on section 


7, Forest Prairie township, is a native of 


Prussia, Germany, born on the 20th of 
March, 1858, and a son of Goodheart and 
Mary (Earnest) Bauer. In 1865 the family 
sailed for the United States, and after a 
voyage lasting for forty days they landed at 
New York City, and at once proceeded by 
way of St. Paul to St. Cloud, in Stearns 
county, Minn., where they were among tlie 
first settlers. They settled on a farm about 
nine miles from St. Cloud, and that was the 
home of the parents until the time of their 
death. Goodheart Bauer and wife were the 
parents of a large family of children, the 
names of their offspring being as follows— 
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Lena, Mary, Lizzie, Gertrude, Lucy, Katie, 
Peter, John Peter, Michael, Nick. Matt and 
Ilobart. 

Nick Bauer, the subject of our present | 
sketch, was married on the 14th of Septem- | 
ber, 1879, at Minneapolis, to Miss Lizzie 
Fenniman, a native of Germany. She be- 
came the mother of one child, a girl named 
Mary, and the mother died in June, 1880. 

Mr. Bauer’s present wife was formerly 
Miss Mary Rouch. They were married at 
St. Nicholas, Stearns county, on the 9th of 
November, 1882. They are the parents of 
two living children, named Anna and Peter. 

In political matters Mr. Bauer affiliates 
with the democratic party. The family are 
exemplary members and active supporters of 
the Catholic Church. 
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ICHARD DOYLE, and 
La wide-awake farmer of Darwin town- 
ship, has his home on section 10. He is a 
native of Upper Canada, born about the year 
1836, and is the son of tence and Margaret 
Doyle, who were natives of the beloved but 
down-trodden island of Ireland. Richard 
remained for many years in his Canadian 
home React aged in tilling the soil, for he was 
always a farmer until 1867, Fee he came to 
the States and settled in Meeker county, 
Where he now lives, and where he has con- 
tinued to make his home ever since. 

While living in Canada he was united in 
marriage with . Miss Mary Enright, who bore 
him nine children, of whom the following 
six still survive — Michael, John, James A., 
Richard T., Mary and Terence. Their oldest 
child, Terence, died in Canada, as did Pat- 
rick, in 1867; Margaret died here April 14, 
1888, and is bur ied in Darwin. 

Mr. Doyle has given a great amount of 
attention to mixed farming, and is authority 
with those who know him best in respect to 
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his calling. His success since coming here 

is entirely due to his persistent labor and 
good judgment, and is an excellent example. 
There | is no flowery road to success, nothing 
but diligent work, and Mr. Doyle has proven 
that he has found it so. He is a strict mem- 
ber of the Roman Catholic Church. In pol- 
itics he is a sincere and abiding democrat, 
believing that in that party lies the safest 
rules for the preservation of our National 
existence. 


OHN WISE, who is successfully engaged 

in farming and stock-raising, upon sec- 
tion 29, Kingston township, is a native of 
Miami county, Ohio, born April 8, 1835, 
and is the son of Samuel and Barbara (Shope) 
Wise, who were natives of Lancaster county, 
Penn. Ilis father emigrated from the 
“ Buckeye State,” in his later days, to Indi- 
ana, Where he died at the,age of seventy-nine 
years nine months and thirteen days. The 
mother died in 1869. Both were members 
of the German Baptist Church, and were the 
parents of fourteen children, who all grew to 


manhood and womanhood. Their names 
were—Jacob, John, Samuel, Andreas, Levi, 
Isaac, Abram, Aunry, Daniel, aiesuace 


Sallie, Teena, Barbara, and Mary. 

John Wise was reared in Miami county, 
Ohio, upon the paternal farm, where he 
lived until attaining his majority, receiving 
in the haleyon days of youth the elements: 
of a good education. He commenced farm- 
ing in his native State, and from there moved 
over into Indiana, where he lived until 1879, 
when he came to Minnesota, locating in 
Meeker county, on the place where he now 
lives. 

The subject of this historical notice was 
united in marriage, January 2, 1855, with 


Miss Sarah Chieiseian, a native of Pennsyl- 
rania, and daughter of Solomon and Pollie 
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Christian, natives of the “Keystone State” | ber, 1859. Her mother is dead, and her 


also. By this union there have been six 
children born, namely—Samuel, living in 
Wisconsin; and Anna, Fannie, Elizabeth, 
Barbara, and Sara Jane, all of whom are 
married, but the son. In his politics Mr. 
Wise is a steady adherent to the principles 
of the republican party, and is a representa- 
tive man of the township. 


ELS EKMAN is a farmer on section 
34, Swede Grove township, where he 
carries on general farming and stock raising. 
Mr. Ekman is ason of Swanand Ingra Swan- 
son, and isa native of Sweden, born on the 
2d of October, 1853. He came tothe United 
States in 1871, and made his way directly to 
Meeker county, Minn. He worked for farm- 
ers in this part of the State until about 1877, 
when he bought a farm of Peter Elofson. 
Two months later he traded this for a farm 
in Douglas county, but did not move on to 
it, and soon afterward traded it for a farm 
near Grove City, in this county. Two 
months later he sold this and went to Deyil’s 
Lake, where he worked on the railroad one 
summer, and then returned to Swede Grove. 
In the spring he bought a farm of George 
Okeson, where he now lives. He has 120 
acres of land on sections 33 and 84, his build- 
ings being on the lattersection. By industry 
and economy Mr. Ekman has secured a good 
start, and is in comfortable circumstances. 
Ile was a poor man when he came here—so 
poor, in fact, that he owed for his passage 
from his native land to the New World, and 
he worked for two years to pay the debt. 
Mr. Ekman was married to Miss Ellen An- 
derson, a daughter of Bengt and Betsy Ian- 
son. They have been blessed with two chil- 
dren—Letsy, born March 21, 1884, and An- 
drew, born February 2, 1887. Mrs. Ekman 
was born in Sweden on the 28th of Novem- 
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father lives in Swede Grove township. Mr. 
Ekman’s father is dead, and his mother is 
still living in Sweden, her native land. Jn 
political matters Mr. Ekman is a republican, 
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Al 2 HE SUBJECT of this sketch, W. J. 
J Wurrrinatoy, the proprietor of the 
Litchfield greenhouse and market garden, is 
a native of Sussex, England, born December 
28,1863. From the time that he was old 
enough he spent his time in a greenhouse and 
garden in his old home, on the south coast of 
his native land, until he was about fourteen 
years of age, when he came to this country 
and located in Union Grove township, in this 
county. He passed some three years in that 
vicinity, and then removed to Litchfield. 
The first six months he was here he spent in 
attendance at the high school, after which, 
for about four years, he was employed at 
farm labor. In the fall of 1885 he leased two 
town lots on the corner of Third and Hol- 
comb streets, with the intention of establish- 
ing a floral and plant conservatory for local 
and shipping trade. He broke the first 
ground for this enterprise September ‘12, 
1885, and by his energy and_ perseverance 
soon built up an active trade andan enviable 
reputation. These grounds proving too sinall 
for his rapidly increasing business, in the fall 
of 1887 Mr. Whittington purchased some five 
acres of ground in Greenleat’s addition to. the 
town, a portion of which he is laying out as 
a private park, for the purpose of floral dis- 
plays, which is to bear the name of Garfield 
Park. In this our subject proposes to show 
the growth and culture of the various flow- 
ers and plants susceptible of outdoor exposure 
in this climate, and exhibit some features of 
landscape gardening. It is the intention to 
hold annual horticultural shows and festivals 
here, given by the generosity of the propri- 
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etor to his friends and patrons throughout 
this section of the State. In connection with 
this Mr. Whittington carries on market gar- 
dening, and being connected with the business 
part of the city by telephone, can make deliy- 
eries at short notice. Healso handles all the 
various tools used in gardening, pots, and in- 
structions as to the cultivation of plants and 
flowers, and is prepared to furnish bouquets 
and floral decorations for weddings or other 
festive occasions. 


UGUST ERICKSON, The subject of 
_ this sketch is a prominent farmer 
who lives on section 15, in Greenleaf town- 
ship. He was born in Sweden October 3, 
1851, and his parents were natives of the 
saine land, his father having been born in 
1809 and his mother in 1812. His father 
died when he was only twelve years of age 
and he was early in life thrown upon his own 
resources. His mother is still living. In 
1872 he came to the United States and set- 
tled at Brocton, Chautauqua county, N. Y. 
Two years later he removed to Minneapolis, 
Minn., and remained there about four months 
after which he came to Meeker county, and 
settled in Greenleaf township, where he has 
since lived. He arrived here in the fall of 
1874. We hasa valuable farm, substantial 
improvements and is in prosperous circum- 
stances. He has taken an active interest in 
religious matters and is a member of the 
Mission Friends Church. 

On the 20th of July, 1873, he was married 
to Christina Peterson, who is also a native 
of Sweden. Her parents were also natives 
of the same country; her mother still liv- 
ing, but the father having died several years 
ago. Mr. and Mrs. Erickson have been blessed 
with seven children, all of whom are liv- 
ing, as follows— Anna, born September 5, 
1874; Hildur, born June 4, 1876; Salma, 
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born May 9, 1878; Frida, born March 11, 
1880; Agda, born February 21, 1882; Ea- 
ward Emil, born March 22, 1884; and Albert, 
born December 29, 1885. 


Gen PRINTY, a prosperous and well- 
to-do agriculturist of Darwin town- 


ship, residing on section 14, is a native of 
that gem of the sea, Ireland, born about the 
year 1831. Reared among the beautiful 
scenery of that ever-verdant isle, Mr. Prin- 
ty had no wish to leave it, were it not for 
the fact that it was almost impossible to stay 
there and enjoy more than the barest necessa- 
ries of life, so oppressed and down-trodden 
are its people by foreign misrule. 

In October, 1860, Owen was married to 
Miss Alice McGill, a native of the same 
country, and the following year the young 
couple determined to seek a new home in 
free America, where a man could raise his 
condition if he chose. They accordingly 
embarked, and, crossing the ocean, landed at 
Quebec. From there they came direct to 
St. Paul and St. Anthony, and in the latter 
city Mr. Printy remained some five or six 
months. He then came to Meeker county, 
but after a stay at Forest City of some five 
or six months more, he was driven back to 
St. Anthony by the terrible Indian outbreak 
of 1862. Four years later, with his family, 
he left St. Anthony, where they had been 
living, and coming to Meeker county, settled 
in Darwin township, on the farm where he 
now lives, where he has ever since made his 
home. 

Mr. and Mrs. Printy are the parents of 
seven children—Ellen, Mary, Owen, Alice, 
John, Joanna and Michael, all living but 
Joanna, who died November 29, 1877. The 
family are members of the Roman Catholic 
Church. 
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ICHOLAS NELSON, a highly res- 
pected old settler of Litchfield town- 
ship, was born in Sweden, October 23, 1849. 
His father, Bengt Nelson, was born in 1815, 
and died in Meeker county, in 1874. His 
mother, Christine Nelson, was born in Swe- 
den, in 1805, and at this date (1888) still 
lives near neighbor to Nicholas. The family 
came to America in 1856, and lived in Knox 
county, Ill., till 1858, when they came to 
Meeker county, by way of the river to Car- 
ver county, and took up a claim on section 
22, of what is now Litchfield township. 
Nicholas has three half brothers and one 
half sister, namely—-Swan, Nels and Peter 
Swanson, and Hannah Swanson Vorys. 

At the time of the Indian outbreak the 
family, consisting of Nicholas and his father 
and mother, were living on the old claim, 
about two miles from where Litchfield vil- 
lage now stands. After receiving the warn- 
ing of the onslaught of the savages on that 
memorable 17th of August, the family took 
refuge for the night in the house of Nels 
Swanson, and they next proceeded to Forest 
City. After remaining there a short time, 
they went to Washington county and stayed 
there during the winter, returning to the 
farm in the spring. Nicholas continued to 
assist his father in carrying on the farm until 
the latter’s death, when he took the helm 
himself, and has operated it in a quiet, 
though successful way. In 1879 he was mar- 
ried to Emma Olson, a native of Sweden. 
They have four children—Charles, Josephine, 
Ellen and Alfred. 
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OHN W. TORREY. One of the most 
©) successful and enterprising farmers 
of Union Grove township, is the gentle- 
man whose name heads this article. Ile 
is a resident of section 25, and his enter- 
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prise is manifested in the substantial build- 
ings which he has erected, and his farm, asa 
whole, is a credit to the township in which he 
resicles. 

Mr. Torrey is a son of John A. and Ann 
E. (Diamond) Torrey, and was born forty 
miles west of Detroit, in Jackson county, 
Michigan, on the 29th of December, 
His mother died when he was still a boy of 
eight, and he remained with his father until 
he was sixteen years old, when he started 
out to earn his own way in the world. In 
1855 he came to Minnesota with his father, 
and remained here two years working on a 
farm, after which he returned to Michigan. 
Three years later he came back to Minne- 
sota, and in October, 1861, he enlisted in the 
First Minnesota Battery,and went south for 
service with his company. He saw very 
active service, and participated in the follow- 
ing battles—Shiloh, Corinth, second Corinth, 
Vicksburg, Champion Hill, Iuka, Atlanta, 
Columbia and Goldsborough. 

He remained in active service for three 
years and seven months, and was finally 
mustered out at St. Paul, onthe 2d of July, 
1865. He then came to Meeker county and 
looked over the country, but did not loc ite 
until March, 1866, 
acres on section 26,in Union Grove town- 
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ship. He remained there for two years and 
then sold his right, and purchased forty 


acres of railroad land. Tle has since added 
additional pieces, until he now owns 210 
acres of land, his buildings being located on 
section 25, 

Mr. Torrey was first married, December 
5, 1868, to Miss Laura Vince nt, who died 
Mares 22,1878. She left four children, as 
follows—Agnes, born October As70; 
Tlulda, born ee 26, 1872; 
born May 29, 18 and Bernice, born May 
29,1877; died fue 1, 1878. 

Mr. Torrey’s second marriage was with 

Miss Emily F. Snel 1, daughter of James and 
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Mary Snell. 
county, Ind. 

In the winter of 1865-6, the husband of 
Mr. Torrey’s sister was frozen to death, and 
the care of his sister and her three children, 
devolved upon him. She was with him 
three years, when she removed to Litchfield, 
and has since married. 

Mr. Torrey has met with considerable bad 
luck. He had some $1,400 in money when 
he came to the county, but lost in all in 
three years, from various causes beyond his 
control. In 1877 the grasshoppers took his 
grain, and one year he paid $2.50 per bushel 
for seed wheat, and sold his meager crop in 
October for 50 cents per bushel. Thus luck 
ran against him until, when he bought the 
first forty of his present farm, he did 
not havea dollar. His enterprise and indus- 
try, however, have not been unrewarded, as 
he is now one of the most comfortably 
“fixed” farmers in the township. He is a 
republican in political matters, and has taken 
considerable interest in township matters, 
and held various local offices, including that 
of supervisor for four years. 


She is a native of Madison 
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Pea WAYNE COLEMAN is one 

2 of the leading farmers of the town of 
Collinwood, and lives on section 31, where 
he has a fine farm of 180 acres. He isa 
native of Buchanan county, Va., and is the 
son of Richard and Nancy (King) Coleman, 
natives of Virginia and Kentucky, respect- 
ively. His father was a merchant in the vil- 
lage of Grundy, and owned a large stock 
farm besides. When the war broke out he 
joined the “ Ilomne Guards,” and while absent 
from home on duty was taken prisoner by 
the Federals. By disguising himself he man- 
aged to escape, but found that the Confeder- 


ates had cleaned him out of everything in 
his absence. Disgusted, he returned and 
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and enlisted in the federal army, and was 
afterward killed in battle. The family, being 
left destitute, remoyed to Louisa, Ky., where 
they lived until 1864, at which time the fam- 
ily came to Minnesota. At that time the 
family consisted of Mrs. Coleman and her 
eight children—Lewis, Joseph, Anthony, 
Mary Jane, Pricy, Ellen, Crosby and Carrie. 
They settled in Hutchinson, McLeod county, 
where the mother died two years later, and 
the children were scattered. Anthony worked 
around from place to place until he was 
about eighteen years old, at which time 
he commenced attending school, spending 
two years in the district schools, one year 
in the Hutchinson High School and the last 
term in the State Normal. He then came 
to Collinwood, and for eleven years taught a 
portion of each year. In 1877 he purchased 
the farm where he now lives, and has made 
it his home eyer since. He was married 
April 4, 1878, to Miss Lydia Mckinney, 
daughter of John and Lydia (Hicks) McKin- 
ney. By this union they have five children— 
Lydia, born January 6, 1879; Joseph, born 
August 29, 1880; Jamies, born ‘September 13, 
1882; Jane, born May 5, 1884; and Theresa, 
born July 7, 1886. 
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-ENRY C. ROWLEY. The subject. of 
this sketch is a well-known and highly 
respected farmer and stock-raiser, residing 
on section 20, Forest Prairie township, and 
an ex-Union soldier. 

Mr. Rowley was born in Carroll county, 
Ohio, on the 24th of August, 1844, and is a 
son of William and Ann (Morledge) Rowley. 
The parents were natives of England; the 
father came to the United States, when 
seventeen, and the mother, when eleven 
vears of age. They were married in Ohio. 
They are now both dead; the father died 
June 23, 1877, in Dartholomew county, Ind., 
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aved seventy-five; and the mother died in 
September, 1887, aged  ninety-six years. 
They (Henry's parents) had thirteen  chil- 
dren, 

Henry C. Rowley, our subject, spent. his 
school days in Jennings and Bartholomew 
counties, Ind. On the 11th of November, 
162, he enlisted in Company I, Sixth Indi- 
ana Volunteer Infantry, and went into 
service, participating in the battles of Green 
river, Shiloh, Corinth, Marietta, Chicka- 
mauga, and Atlanta, besides many skir- 
mishes. He was finally discharged at Chat- 
tunooga, Tenn., on the 21st of November, 
1865, and returned to his former home in 
Indiana. As he was only seventeen years 
old at the time of his enlistment he resumed 
his schooling, after his return from the war, 
and attended one winter term, after which 
he was employed in a saw mill, and also 
worked at mason work, having learned that 
trade. In the spring of 1880 he went to 
Arkansas, and was on the road in the 
machinery business for about one year, then 
lived in Little Rock, Ark., for one year, 
engaged in the milling business. In April, 
Issv, he came to Meeker county, Minn., and 
purchased his present farm in Forest Prairie 
township, where he has since lived. He has 
one of the best improved and most valuable 
farins in the township. 

Mr. Rowley was married at Columbus, 
Ined., December 17, 1868, to Miss Margaret 
Irwin, a native of Indiana, and a daughter of 
William Irwin. ler father was tanner by 
trade, who died when she was quite young. 
Wer mother married James W. Polk, and 
how lives in the same township as_ her 
datvhter. Mar, and Mrs. Rowley are the 
parents of six children living, as follows— 
Wilham Orien, Lula B., George, Clarence, 
Grace, and Mattie. One child, Nora DB., 
died when three years old. The family are 
members of the Christian Church. 

In political matters Mr. Rowley is a repub- 


eee 


MEEKER COUNTY, MINNESOTA. 


enue 


lican. He has taken an active interest jn 
educational and official matters, and is one 
of the leading citizens of the township in 
which he lives. 
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«> ERGUS McCUSKER, the subject of this 
‘> personal history, a resident of section 
10, is one of the most successful and enter- 
prising farmers and stock-raisers in Harvey 
township. He is a native of County Tyrone, 
Ireland, and was born in September, 
His early life was spent in the land of lis 
birth, where he received the severe and rigid 
discipline of industry and frugality which 
was given to lads of hisnationality. On the 
Ist of November, 1846, he sailed for America, 
landing at the city of New York, and a few 
days later went to Newburyport, Mass, 
where he worked in the ship-yards for sev- 
eral years. From there he went to Lowell, 
Mass., where he secured work in a cotton fac- 
tory and remained until 1855. Inthe spring 
of that year he started west and located in 
Illinois, arriving there on the 4th of April. 
Remaining in that State during the inter- 
vening time, in 1859 he came to Meeker 
county, Minn., and located in Harvey town- 
ship, where he still lives. Here he was liv- 
ing with his family peaceably carrying on his 
farming operations when the Indian out- 
break occurred. Mr. McCusker at once 
moved his family to Forest City, and a few 
days later to Clearwater, where he left them 
and he returned temporarily to finish his 
harvesting. In the same fall, 1862, he 
brought his family back, and has since made 
this his home without interruption. 

On the 7th of June, 1848, Mr. McCusker 
was married to Miss Margaret MeNulty, and 
they have been the parents of seven children 
the two oldest of whom—Charles and Charles 
A.—are dead. The five living children are— 
James, Mary Ann, Rosella, Magyie and 
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Charles. James is married. Mary Ann is 
now Mrs. Patrick McQuid, of Swift county, 
Minn. The family are active members of 
the Catholic Church. 

In political matters Mr. McCusker acts in- 
dependent of party. By his thrift, industry 
and frugality he has accumulated a fine prop- 
erty, and now has a splendid farm of 460 
acres, Which is one of the best improved 
farms in Meeker county. His enterprise is 
manifested in his building improvements, 
which are a credit to any farming district. 
He has a windmill on his place arranged 
with the necessary machinery so that he can 
grind all his grain except for flour, and also 
does all such work as sawing wood, churn- 
ing, ete. 
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(S) LE LARSON, one of the old settlers of 

Acton township, was born in Nor- 
_ way, on the 9th of January, 1835, and is a 

son of Lars and Katrina Anderson. He came 
to the United States in 1855, and settled in 
Illinois, where he worked for various farmers 
until 1861, when he came to Minnesota, and 
took a homestead on section 26, in Acton 
township, where he now lives. Mr. Larson 
had barely got settled in his new home when 
the terrible Indian outbreak of 1862 began. 
He visited Baker’s house — where the first 
murder was committed—at about eleven 
o'clock on the night of the killing, and could 
hear the Indians yelling and shooting in the 
neighborhood, some of the bullets coming so 
near that he could hear them sing as they 
passed his head. Fearing that a large force 
of Indians would come he returned to his 
homestead, and, gathering together what few 
things he could readily carry, he went to 
Forest City. The same night the Indians 
burned his house, grain, and destroyed all 
else that they could. At Forest City he got 
a house to live in, and on the night of the 
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attack upon Forest City he went to the stock- 
ade for safety, and the Indians burned the 
house which he had occupied. After the 
close of hostilities he returned to his farm 
and has since made it his home. Ile has 
been very successful in his farming opera- 
tions and is now well off. He has a com- 
fortable house and fine farm buildings. 

Mr. Larson was first married in the spring 
of 1861, to Miss Sarah JIalverson, who died 
in 1870. His second marriage. was with 
Mrs. Dora Hanson. Her first husband was 
Andrew Hanson, who died in Norway in 
1863, and by whom she had two children — 
Sophia and Hans, both of whom were born 
in 1855. By these marriages Mr. Larson has 
had the following children— Betsy, born 
January 9, 1863; Louisa, born in March, 
1865; Hannah, born March 1, 1867; and 
Lewis, born May 7, 1869. Betsy married A. 
O. Lawson, a general merchant of Grove 
City; Louisa married Andrew Bjorhus, a 
farmer in Greenleaf township; Hannah mar- 
ried Olof Olson, a farmer in Acton township; 
and Lewis is living at home with his parents. 
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OHN KNIGHTS, one of the leading 


stock-buyers of Litchfield, also 
engaged in the livery business in that vil- 


1S 


lage. He is a native of Eaton, Canada, 
born February 27, 1887, and is the son of 


William and Catherine (Hoburn) Knights. 
Both of his parents were natives of the Em- 
erald Isle, who had come to the Dominion 
several years previous. John was reared in 
the county of his birth, upon the farm of 
his father, until he had reached the age of 
nineteen, when he came to the United States 
and located at St. Paul, this State. He 
remained in that place and in Lennepin 
county for about four years, engaged in 
lumbering, and then moyed to Oshkosh, 
Wis. In the spring of 1861 he enlisted in 
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the First Minnesota Infantry, for three | see his folks, and see them he would, at aij 
months, and on the expiration of his term | hazards. So, nothing daunted, he tied iis 
«of service, re-enlisted in the Third Minne- | clothes on his back and swam the Father wf 
suta Infantry. He participated inthe for- | Waters, in defiance of the mandates of the 
tunes of the regiment until March, 1863, when | ferryman and all his men. Durine the fx] 
lie was mnustered out for disability. Settling | he came back and remained at the old hors 
in Wright county, at the time of the out- | all winter and the following spring and sum- 
break he was made scout and guide to one | mer, “keeping bach” with his brother Louis. 
of the columns, after which he served as | After his father’s death, in 1867, Peter con. 
deputy provost marshal until the close of the | ducted the farm, and still lives on the old 
war, Mr. Knights remained at farming in | homestead. On the 11th of June, 1870, he 
Wright county six years, and then ran a | was married to Anna Oleson, daughter of Ole 
store at Cokato for eighteen months,and after | Hawkinson. Eight children have been born 
spending another year in lumbering, he came | to them, two of whom—Charles and an in- 
to Litchfield and went into the livery business | fant unnamed—are dead. The others are all 
with A. L. McCarger. Four years later he | at home — Josephine Albertina, Alice A., 
commenced the cattle business. In 1886 the | George William, Alexander, Amanda and 
firm of Ross © Knights was formed. In | Huldah. Like his brothers, Peter has ac- 
April, 1864, he married Miss Helen Marr | quired some fine property, by dint of hard 
Jenks, a native of Illinois, who had come to | toil and close attention to business, having a 
this State in her childhood. By this union | splendid farm of nearly 400 acres. In addi- 
there have been born nine children—Henry | tion to farming, he has for many years car- 
H., Viola E., Gertrude E., Bertha M., Win- | ried on the business of threshing, and yearly 
nie M., Arthur E., Allie F., Harry M., and | adds a goodly portion to his earthly store by 
John A. . that means. He devotes considerable atten- 

tion to stock-raising, both native and blooded. 
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| DETER E. LARSON, a prominent citizen : 

~ of Litehtield township, was born in Sle K. BJORHUS, a prominent and 
Sweden Mareh 1, 1846, and came to Amer- successful farmer residing on section 
rea andl Meeker county, Minn., with his par- | 18, Greenleaf township, was born in Norway, 
ents, John and Celia Peterson Larson, in | in 1824, and is a son of Knute and Martha 
Peo, Ile wassixteen years of age when the | Bjorhus. In 1869 he came to America in 
ludian outbreak oecurred, but the duties of | company with his oldest son, Knute, and 
aman deyolyed upon him. He helped move | two years later transported the rest of ‘his 
the family to Forest City, then Clearwater, | family. In 1878 he purchased a tract of 
and, eter on. to Anoka. While the family | land on section 18, Greenleaf township. 

me oencumped on the bank of the river | where he still resides. Ile bas reared a 
opposite Clearwater, he started there to see | family of seven children—Matilda, Knute, 


them. ‘The ferryman refused to take him | Lisa, Louis, Andrew, Inga and Peter, the 
weross the river, the object being to keep all | last named of whom is dead. 
Axprew Buornvs, fifth child of Ole Kk. 


the men and horses on this side of the river 
Bjorhus, was born in Norway, October #, 


for use in the constantly expected conflicts 
with the Indians. But Peter had started to | 1860, and came to America with the family 
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in 1S71. He was reared on the farm with 
his father, and in 1884 purchased a farm ad- 
joining, and commenced business for himself, 
The same year he was married to Louise 
Larson, a daughter of Ole (Ilalyorson) Lar- 
son, who was born in Meeker county, Feb- 
rnary 10, 1865. They have one child, Maria 
Sarah, born May 26,1887. Both are mem- 
bers of the Ness Lutheran Church, and the 
family are highly respected by all who know 
them. 
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“\QOUIS EKBOM, a farmer and stock- 
‘Xy raiser of Darwin township, living on 
section 7, is a native of Sweden, born in the 
province of Gothland, October 25, 1833. He 
remained in the land of his birth until 1856, 
and then immigrated to the United States, 
landing in New York, from whence he came 
direct to Minnesota, and settled in Carver 
county. One year later he came to Meeker 
county, locating near where the city of Litch- 
field now stands. The first year he did what 
he could find to do, until during the year 
1859, when he removed to Forest City and 
opened the first shoemaking shop in that 
place, and in the county. He continued 
there in that line until the starting of Litch- 
field, when he put up one of the first build- 
ings in that city, and opened a shoe store and 
shop for the making of foot gear. This he 
‘an successfully for twelve years. In 1880 
he sold out his place and removed to the 
farm in Darwin, where he now lives. 

When the Indians murdered the Jones and 
Baker families, on the 17th of August, 1862, 
Mr. Ekbom was at the house of his brother- 
in-law, Nels Elofsonsin Swede Grove, where 
they were holding a meeting to find means 
to raise money with which to procure substi 
tutes in the army, not desiring that any in 
their town should be drafted. Toward even- 

ing our subject started for the house of Ole 
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Munson, a neighbor, and on the way met 
nine Indians, six of whom were mounted, 
who made motions for him to go back, but 
he did not understand them, and went on to 
his destination. On his return to Elofson’s, 
he found these Indians there, quietly smok- 
ing their pipes, and after talking with the 
whites went north toward Manannah. Ilear- 
ing the news of the killing of the settlers in 
Acton, they sat upand watched all that night 
and in the morning joined the party at the 
inquest and burial of the first victims of the 
Mr. Ekbom that night stayed 
with Nels Elofson, and in the morning went 
to Forest City, but a few days later went to 
St. Paul, where he remained about a year 
and then returned to Forest City. 

February 15, 1868, Mr. Ekbom was united 
in marriage with Miss Lizzie Williams, and 
by this union there have been born eight 
children, all of whom are living. 

In politics Mr. Ekbom is a republican, and 
in religious views affiliates with the Metho- 
dist Church. 


TS)ETER McINTYRE, who is engaged in 
f= carrying on farming upon section 14, 
of Mannanah township, is one of the earliest 
settlers of that part of the county lying 
north of Crow river. Ile is a native of Ire- 
land, born in 1839, but his mother dying in 
his eaienods he was taken to Scotland by 
his relatives, with whom he was reared. He 
made his home in that land of heaths and 
braes until he was almost nineteen years of 
age, at which time he concluded to cross the 
ocean and come to America. He set out and 
landing upon Columbia's shore made direc tly 
for Joliet, IL. 
living. He made his home in that place for two 
years, but in 1860 he removed to Kansas, 
but one year later he returned to Joliet. On 
the 20th of duly, 1862, our subject enlisted 


where his elder brothers were 
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in the Nineteenth Illinois Infantry, which 
was a part of the famous Fifteenth Corps, 
commanded by Gen. John A. Logan. Ie 
participated with the regiment in many a 
hardly contested field throughout their long 
and valued service, principal among which 
were the siege and capture of Vicksburg, 
battles of Corinth, Chattanooga, Missionary 
Ridge, all the various engagments. in the 
Atlanta campaign, including the capture of 
the city. Atthe battle of Jonesboro, Aug- 
ust 31, 1864, Peter MeIntyre was badly 
wounded in the shoulder by a minne ball, so 
that he could not march with Sherman to the 
sea. Ile was sent north on a furlough, after 
spending some time in the general hospital, 
and thirty days later reported at Nashville, 
where he was in the convalesent hospital dur- 
ing the bloody battle fought for its posses- 
sion. On his recovery oursubject was placed 
in a pioneer corps, and there served until 
dune 6, 1865, when he was discharged. 
About the 11th of August, the same year, 
Mr. McIntyre came to Meeker county and 
took up a homestead of 160 acres where he 
now lives, but which was then entirely cov- 
ered with heavy timber. He lived here off 
and on until his marriage, since which time 
he has made it his home. Ile was married 
November 7, 1870, at Forest City, to Miss 
Catharine Klaas. They have a family of 
ten children—James, Mary, John, Nellie, 
Thomas F., Peter, Edward, Matilda, Philip 
Sheridan. and Rosanna. Mr. McIntyre is 
one of the board of school directors, and 
takes a deep interest in the eause of educa- 
tion. 
gett Pest) Oa Gee Ay We. 


entices, 
~ a0 tame £0 ol oak oe — 
~~ 


ICHARD FOURRE, a leading agricult- 
oN urist of Darwin township, haviné his 
residence on section 10,is a native of Canada 
West, born February 8, 1839, and is a son of 


Heisa member, also, of Frank Dag- 
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George and Eliza (Wyman) Fourre. is 
father was born in England, although the 
paternal grandfather of our subject. was. a 
native of France, and was Richard Fourre 
by-name. The mother of our subject was 
born in Oswego, N. Y., and was the daugh- 
ter of Gardner Wyman, a native of Scotland. 

The gentleman whose name heads this 
sketch remained in his Canadian home until 
1857, when he came to the United States, 
and settled in Kane county, Ill., where he 
made his home for some five years. Remoy- 
ing to Grant county, Wis., at the end of that 
time, he made that his home until 1865, when 
he came to Meeker county, and made a set- 
tiement in Darwin township, on the property 
where he now lives. While a resident of 
Grant county, April 18, 1863, he was united 
in marriage with Mrs. Morgan (Condon) Gro- 
gen. While still a citizen of the “ Badger 
State,’ Mr. Fourre enlisted in Company F, 
Seventh Wisconsin Infantry, on the 27th of 
February, 1864, J, and was assigned for duty 
to the Army of the Potomac, and partici- 
pated with the regiment in the sanguinary 
contest known as the battle of the Wilder- 
ness, where he received some slight injuries 
from a spent shot. In the battle of Spot- 
sylvania, which followed some time after, he 
had the misfortune to have his thumb blown 
off, and was transferred to the Twenty-Fourth 
Regiment, Veteran Reserve Corps, stationed 
at Washington, D. C., where he remained on 
duty until the close of the war. Tle was one 
of the guards over Mrs. Surratt, just before 
her hanging, and over the infamous Dr. 
Mudd. He received his discharge July 25, 
1865, and returned to his home. 

Mr. Fourre is a republican in his political 
faith. His wife isa consistent member of 
the Catholic Church. 

Mrs. Fourre was born January 6, 1838, in 
County Limerick, Treland. She came 
Grant county, Wis., with her parents, David 
and Mary (Galway) Condon, in the spring of 
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1847. The parents were both born 1 in County 
Limerick, Ireland. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fourre are the parents of 
the following children—Mary F., born De- 
cember 15, 1858; George, born January 15, 
1864; James, born April 28, 1866; Richard, 
born March 16, 1868 ; Laura C., born May 25, 
1870; John re born edie S, 1872; Char- 
ley A., born November 10, 1874; Frederick 
E., born December st 1876; and Lucy, born 
December 22, 1878 
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(OJETER R. PETERSON is a prosperous 
Sand respected farmer who resides on 
section 23, in the township of Danielson, in 
which he was one of the very earliest set- 
tlers. He comes of the same nationality 
which by their industry and frugality have 
done so much toward the development of 
Minnesota’s resources. He was born in Nor- 
way on the 10th of October, 1838, and is a 
son of Rolof and Rachel Peterson. The 
family came to the United States in 1857 
and located in Rock county, Wis., where the 
father’s death occurred, and where the 
mother still resides. 

Shortly after his arrival in the United 
States, in 1857, Peter R. Peterson, our sub- 
ject, began life for himself, by working for 
inbmars. in Wisconsin, and remained els 
until June, 1864. At that time he came to 
Meeker county, Minn., and went to work for 
Ever Jackson, a farmer in Litelifield town- 
ship. In the spring of 1865 he removed toa 
homestead which he had taken on section 2, 
in Danielson township, thus becoming one of 
the first settlers of that township, the only 
settler at that time within its limits being 
Nels Danielson. Mr. Peterson remained 
upon his farm until 1872, when he sold out 
and removed to a farm which he had pur- 
chased in lowa. In 1874 he sold the Iowa 
farm and returned to Danielson township, 
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where he bought the farm on section 23, 
upon which he still resides. He has been 
very successful in his farming operations and 
now owns 104 acres of land, sixty-four of 
which is in Danielson, and the balance in 
Cosmos township, besides which, in 1882 
gave his son, Elof, eighty acres on section 
23, Danielson township. Je was a poor man 
when he came to America, and his present 
comfortable circumstances are entirely due to 
his own efforts and industry. 

While in Wisconsin Mr. Peterson was mar- 
ried to Miss Mary Anderson, and they were 
the parents of five children—Elof, born Sep- 
tember 19, 1862; Ralph, born November 11, 
1864; Anna, born October 1, 1866; John, 
born June 20, 1869; and Eliza, born November 
20, 1871, died August 13, 1878. Thedaugh- 
ter Anna, married Hans Olson, of Greenleaf 
township. Thesons, Ralph and John, are in 


he 


Dakota. Mr. Peterson’s first wife died on 
the 25th of May, 1880, and on the 16th of 
October, 1885, he was married to Carrie 


Olson, the widow of Christian Jacobson. By 
her former marriage she had four children, 
as follows—Jacob Jacobson, Ole Jacobson, 
John Jacobson and Christina Jacobson. 

Mr. Peterson has taken an active interest 
in the public matters affecting his township, 
and has held various offices of a local nature, 
including the following: Township super- 
visor, two years; school director, two or 
three years, and road overseer, two years. In 
political matters he affiliates with the repub- 
lican party. 
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R. E. B. WEEKS, dentist, 
the village of Litehfield, is a native 
of Hartland Waukesha county, Wis., 
September 80, 1857, and is the son of Thomas 
and Mary E. (Bissell) Weeks. His father 
was engaged in agricultural pursuits, and 
the subject of this sketch was reared upon a 
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farm until he was about twenty years of 
age. IlIis early educational advantages were 
somewhat limited, but he attended the dis- 
trict school when the opportunity occurred, 
and being of astudious nature studied by 
himself whenever he had any leisure from 
the duties of the farm, thus, by energy and 
perseverance, laying a good foundation of 
knowledge. Shortly before attaining his 
majority our subject went to Dakota, where 
he spent one year, and, returning, entered a 
dental office in Whitewater, Wis., where he 
remained until he had become proficient in 
the theory and practice of that profession. 
In 1883 he came to Litchfield and opened 
his present office, over Revell Bros.’ drug 
store, and is now enjoying the fruits of an 
extensive practice, having gained the reputa- 
tion in this community of being a man of 
sterling worth and excellent ability. 

The Doctor is a member of the Presbyte- 
rian Church and a Christian gentleman. He 
takes great interest in the good of the vil- 
Jage and enjoys the esteem of all who know 
him. 
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ELS WAYLANDER, one of the pio- 
} neers of Acton township, is a native 
of Sweden, and came to this country in 
1852, with his wife and child, he having mar- 
ried Miss Elsa Swan. The first winter after 
coming here he spent in Knoxville, Il., 
and the following summer in Moline, but 
Jate that year he emigrated to St. Paul, 
Minn., and after numerous difficulties got his 
little family to Chisago county, this State, 
where he took up a claim. This he sold 
shortly after, and owned and oecupied various 
pieces of real estate there, until the spring 
of 1837, when he came to Meeker county 
and settled on section +4, Acton township. 
He afterward took up a homestead on the 
same section, and later, purchased adjoining 


land until he had accumulated a fine prop- 
erty. Tor many years he was busily 
engaged in operating this farm, but has now 
retired from the active cares of life. He 
has given each of his sons a farm, and his 
daughter a tract of timber land. In 1stz, 
with the other settlers here, he passed 
through the ~ terrible vicissitudes of the 
Indian troubles. On the night of the Acton 
murder, he was with the party who set out 
from Swede Grove, as detailed elsewhere. 
Ife took a prominent part in the movements 
of that autumn, and relates many hair- 
breadth escapes and thrilling stories of those 
eventful days. On Sunday afternoon, 
August 17, 1862, six Indians stopped at his 
cabin and talked with him, and it is the sup- 
position that they were the red fiends who 
had murdered Jones, Baker, etc., in tnat 
town, but a few hours previous. 

Mr. and Mrs. Waylander are the parents 
of five children, as follows: Nels, born 
September 12, 1851, married and living in 
Acton; Betsy, born in May, 1854, is dead ; 
Ellen, wife of George Oakeson, born April 
20, 1856, living in Grove City ; Lewis, born 
September 12, 1860, died September 13, 
1878; and Albert, born February 20, 1563, 
married and living in Paynegville, Minn.. 
Mr. Waylander is one of the representative 
citizens of the county, and merits and receives 
the respect and esteem of the entire commu- 
nity, for his industry, thrift, and social 
uprightness and sterling integrity. 


ILLIAM P. CHANEY. Among the 
‘Nf thriving farmers of Collinwood 
township, there is none more prominent 
than the subject of this biography. He wits 
born in Russell county, Va, January 19, 
1836, and is the son of John and Elizabeth 
(Blair) Chaney. His parents were natives 
of North Carolina, and his maternal great- 
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grandfather was born in Germany, and_ set- 
tled in Pennsylvania at an carly day. The 
latter married and moved to North Carolina, 
where he died at the age of 101 years, in 
1864. His wife was a native of Scotland, 
anda daughter of General Wilson, of Revolu- 
tionary celebrity. 

The subject of this memoir lived with his 
mother until attaining the age of twenty-one 
years, and then went to Pike county, Ky., 
where he was married, April 7, 1858, to Miss 
Malinda Sword, the daughter of John and 

tebecca Sword. — Two years later he moved 
back to Russell county, Va., where he farmed 
about four years. Whilethere he enlisted in 
a battalion of Virginia cavalry, and served 
three years in the Confederate Army. He 
was taken prisoner, and after lingering in 
confinement for a year, enlisted in the 
Union Army, and served there, on the fron- 
tier, thirteen months. After his discharge he 
returned to Kentucky. Two years later he 
moved to Piatt county, Mo., where he made 
his home until April, 1887, when he came to 
Meeker county. He has a fine farm of 120 
acres of good land. Mr. Chaney is the 
parent of ten children. | 


[-3yETER OLSON, an intelligent, promi- 
nent and successful former and stock- 
raiser of Litchfield township, was born in 
Sweden, April 7, 1845, and is a son of Ole 
and Carrie Peterson. In 1870 he was mar- 
ried to Betsy Larson, daughter of Louis 
Paulson. No children have been born to 
them, but they have adopted and are rearing 
a boy named John Ockeson, who was born 
in Sweden May 7,.1876. Mr. Olson and wife 
came to America in 1872, and lived near St. 
Paul until 1875, when they came to Meeker 
county and settled, pursuing the business of 
farming. Mr. Olson has met with some se- 
Vere reverses since since coming to Meeker 
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county, by way of grasshoppers and_hail- 
stones, which destroyed a good portion of 
his crops, but he still ranks as a successful 
and enterprising farmer. 
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“JURNS BROTHERS, two of Meeker 
he) county’s honest, sober, industrious and . 
prosperous stock-raisers, farmers and business 
men, are proprietors of the Union Stock 
Farm, on Tyrone prairie, in Manannah town- 
ship. They are natives of Lowell, Mass., 
where Edward Frank, the elder, was born 
December 5, 1859, and where Hugh was born 
November 25, 1861. 

Their father, Frank Burns, was born at the 
same place, August 13, 1838, just after the 
death of his father, and his mother passed to 
the other world two weeks after his birth. 
Frank Burns learned the miller’s trade, and 
in 1858 was -married to Mary McMahon, a 
daughter of Peter and Ann MeMahon. 
When the foundation of the government was 
threatened, and the stars and stripes were 
fired upon by Southern traitors, Frank Burns 
enlisted and went into the service, and the 
fact that he nobly did his duty, and answered 
to every call where danger was involved, is 
attested by the sad fact that he now fills an 
honored soldier’s grave. The following will 
explain itself: 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, ADJUTANT: } 
GENERAL’s OFFICE, Boston, June 4, 1888. ‘ 

The name of Frank Burns, of Lowell, aged 24, occu- 
pation mill operator, is borne on the muster-out roll of 
Company B, Fortieth Regiment Massachusctis Volun- 
teer Infantry; enlisted August 13, 1862; mustered in 
August 22, 1862, for three years; killed in battle June 
3, 1864. SAMUEL DALTON, 

Adjutant-General. 

Frank Burns was with Grant’s advance on 
Richmond, and, as the historian has already 
recorded, “a series of terrible conflicts ensued, 
in which blood flowed like water.’ He was 
at the Wilderness May Sth to 7th; at Spot- 
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sylvania C. H. from the 8th tothe 12th; and 
at Cold Harbor, a few miles from Richmond, 
June 3, 1864. At daybreak on that date a 
general assault was made, and, twenty min- 
utes after the first shot was fired, ten thou- 
sand Union men were stretched writhing on 
the sod or still and calm in death. Mere 
¥rank Burns met his death. He fills an hon- 
ored soldier’s grave—his life given asa sacri- 
fice upon the altar of his country and his 
flag. 

* Upon the death of the father, the children 
and bereaved widow lived with the widow’s 
father and mother, Peter and Ann Me- 
Mahon, the grandfather, becoming guardian 
of Edward and Hugh. They lived happily 
together, and the grandfather invested the 
money, obtained for the boys from the gov- 
ernment, in railroad land, as he receiyed 
about enough to meet the payments. On the 
3d of October, 1866, they came to Meeker 
county, Minn., and settled in Manannah 
township, where the two boys, with their 
mother and two sisters, Mary Ann and 
Lizzie, still live happily together. The 
grandmother died in May, 1875; the grand- 
father March 11,:1883. They were highly 
respected by all. The grandfather was a 
“Father Mathew Temperance man.” They 
were buried at Forest City, where there have 
since been interred the remains of Edward 
and Hueh’s half-sister, Ellen Omelia A. Vin- 
tus, a young lady, sixteen years old, who 
alied May 2, 1888. Her death was sincerely 
regretted by a wide circle of friends, and her 
funeral, which was presided over by Father 
McDevitt, was very largely attended. 

In 1875 Edward F. Burns started West, 
and entered a homestead near DeGratf.. He 
was then but seventeen years of age, so he 
used his father’s homestead right. He farmed 
it for five years under discouraging circum- 
stances, meeting with reverses in the loss of 
crops, Which would have disheartened the 
hardiest of men. 
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The fourth year his labors | 
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were better repaid, as he cleared about S500. 
but losing the following crop he finally fef: 
Swift county, and afterward sold his farm. 

On the 24th of February, 1884, he took « 
contract to ship cattle to Miles City, Mout., 
and during the following spring shipped sou 
head, and was very successful in this enter- 
prise. In March, 1885, he purchased the 
stallion French Emperor II., and was also 
successful in this venture. With him he se- 
cured the second premium at the county fair 
and his colts rated high. Mr. Burns finally 
sold the animal April 1, 1856. On the 1ith 
of September, 1886, E. F. Burns bought the 
first lot that was sold in Eden Valley, erected 
a fine building, and October 19th, established 
a meat market and farm produce exchange, 
and supplied the railroad contractors with 
provisions. He also bought wheat and dealt 
in wood. When the boom began to “ weak- 
en,” in February, 1887, he sold out. 

The brothers are independent in politics, 
and are members of the Catholic Church. In 
1885 Edward F. was elected treasurer of bis 
school district, which office he filled for three 
years, and in the spring of 1886 he was 
elected justice of the peace. He has also 
taken an active interest in temperance mat- 
ters, and inspeaking of their prosperity, they 
say they attribute the success of their firm to 
“religion, temperance and diversified farm- 
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SWAN CARLSON. The subject of this 


TE 


>) biography is an enterprising and thor- 
ough farmer and stock-raiser on section “2, 
Harvey township. Ile was born in Sweden, 
May 4, 1845, and six years later came to 
the United States with his parents, landing 
in the city of New York, but after a week's 
stay came to Minnesota and located at 
Swede Lake, Chisago county. He made 
that place his home until 1871, when he 
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came to Meeker county and settled on the 
place where he now lives. 

He was united in marriage May 16, 1872, 
with Miss Ellen Nilson, and by this union 
there have been born seven children as fol- 


lows--Edward, born February 5, 1873; 
Eugene, born July 12, 1874; William, born 


February 4, 1877; Alvina, born February 9, 
1879; Frank, born August 15, 1880; Alfred, 
born November 24,1882; and Victoria, born 
February 11, 1885. Mrs. Carlson’s father 
died in Sweden, his native country, in Octo- 
ber, 1878, but her mother is still living in 
the old country. Mr. Carlson’s parents 
make their home in Chisago county, where 
his father carries on the carpenter’s trade 
in connection with his farming operations. 

In his political views our subject is an 
adherent to the principles of the republican 
party, and has held several local offices. He 
and his wife are zealous members of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, and are exem- 
plary “Christian people. Mr. Carlson, being 
imbued with the natural thrift and frugality 
of the race from which he sprang, has accum- 
ulated a fine property consisting of 280 acres 
of excellent arable land, upon ‘which he has 
made some excellent improvements. 


NgOXLEY R. WOOD, a prominent citi- 
2k zen of Darwin tow nship, has his resi- 


lod 


dence on section 7, where he carries on 
farming and stock-raising, He is a native 
of the city of Philadelphia, Pa., born March 
23, 1828, where he was reared. Jemaining 
there until 1856, our subject then removed 
to Luzerne county, in the same State, and 
made his home there, among the picturesque 
scenery of the Blue Ridge, for about three 
years. About 1859 he came to Minnesota, 
and settled at Minneapolis, where he made 
his home for some two years, and then re- 
moved to Wright county, and there lived for 
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about eight years. At the end of that time 
he again made a new settlement, this time 
in the vicinty of Montevideo, Chippewa 
county, this State, but a few years later 
returned to Minneapolis, and in that city 
remained some thirteen years. Whilea resi- 
dent of Wright county, Mr. Wood was a 
participant in many of the exciting scenes of 
the Indian massacre of 1862. He was living 
on Moore’s Prairie at the time, but did not 
feel alarmed until he heard of the murder of 
the Dustin family, and then went to Minne- 
apolis, and on his way there came across the 
corpses of the victims of the savages, and 
assisted in their burial. He came back to 
his place a few days later, and gathered up 
his stock, which he drove toa place of safety. 

The war for the defense of the Union had 
been progressing some time, and men had 
become quite scarce in the Northern States, 
and in response to the call from the President 
for more troops, in 1864, our subject enlisted 
in Company I, Sixth New York Ileavy Artil- 
lery, and served with that regiment under 
General Sheridan. He was assigned to the 
quartermaster’s department, and there served 
until the close of the war, and was mustered 
out and discharged in 1865, and returned to 
Wright county, Minn. 

Mr. Wood was united in marriage August 
18, 1850, with Miss Elizabeth J. Fisk. by 
this union there have been seyen children, 
four boys and three girls, all of whom are 
dead except one—Isaac L., born June 1, 1860. 

In 1884 Mr. Wood came to Meeker county, 
and took up his residence in Darwin town- 


ship. 

tJ ILLIAM MILLS CAMPBELL, the 
AV, f present United States marshal for 
the district of Minnesota, is one of Meeker 
county’s most prominent citizens, and has 
been identified with its interests from pio- 
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neer days. Ife was born in Philadelphia, 
Pa., April 11, 1889, and is the son of Edward 
and Eliza (Mills) Campbell. The father was 
a native of the city of Londonderry, Ireland, 
born in February, 1808. Ile came to the 
United States in 1834, and in Philadelphia 
jlearned and followed plumbing and gas 
fitting. In 1837 he married, moved to 
Rutland, Kane county, IIL, in 1842, and 
shortly after purchased a farm near Elgin, 
where now stands. the village of Gilbert. 
The mother of oursubject was born in County 
Tyrone, Ireland, and died in 1848, leaving 
five children, namely—William M., Edward 
Augustus, Louisa, now Mrs. John Fitzgerald, 
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Fannie, Mrs. Michael J. Flynn,and Eliza M., 
Mrs. C. F. McDonald, of St. Cloud. 

William grew to manhood upon the farm 
and received his education in the district 
schools of the day and county, which he at- 
tended during the winter sessions. In 1858, 
hearing excellent accounts from Minnesota, 
from friends here, who had come in 1856, on 
the first of May. he started alone for Meeker 
county, walking the entire distance from St. 
Anthony to Forest City, arriving there the 
same month. Ile was for some two years 
engaged in working on the river and in saw 
mills. 

In 1860, his father, induced by the de- 
scriptions of the son, sold out and came to 
Meeker county, and William helped his father 
pet settled, and took up a claim himself, the 
southwest quarter of section 26, Forest City 
township. This he lost, however, by enlist- 
ing in the service. At the time of the In- 
dian outbreak, in 1862, Mr. Campbell was 
temporary in Lowa, but hurried back, and as- 
sisted in organizing a force of young men, 
suuked and took care of all the evain. they 
could find cut and helped some thresh. Ife 
then enlisted in Company A, First Minnesota 
Mounted Rangers, and accompanied Sibley 
in the campaign tothe Missouri in 1863, par- 
ticipating in all its dangers, and in all its 
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battles. Returning, he re-enlisted in Cory. 
pany D, Second Minnesota Cavalry, and wa, 
a part of the expedition under General Sully, 
and served two years. He was mustere« 
out December 5, 1865, and returned homme. 

The following year Mr. Campbell entered 
into mercantile life in company with his 
brother Edward; not liking that line, quit it 
and engaged in farming, opening up a large 
farm in company with Michael J. and Danie} 
Flynn, his brothers-in-law. In 1868 he pur- 
chased a place on section 34, in Harvey, to 
which he removed the following year. 

In 1869 our subject was elected sheriff of 
the county on the democratic ticket, over- 
coming a republican majority of about 500. 
He was re-elected to the same office in 1871, 
and then removed to Litchfield. At the con- 
clusion of his second term he commenced the 
sale of agricultural implements, a business 
he followed until 1877, when he sold out, and 
incompany with W. 11 Jones, became general 
northwestern agent of the Gammon & Deering 
harvester machinery. In the-fall of 1877 
Mr. Campbell was elected to the State Legis- 
lature, to which he was re-elected the next 
year. In 1880 he was elected to the State 
Senate, Garfield carrying the county at the 
same time by a majority Jarger than ‘the 
whole democratic vote. Two years later he 
was defeated for re-election by fifteen votes. 
His record in the House and Senate is highly 
creditable, and he then assumed the position 
of a leader in the democratie party in this 
State, from which he has not receded. . He 
was a delegate to the national democratic 
convention at Chicago, in 1884, and received 
his appointment of United States marshal in 
February, 1886, and then moved to St. Paul. 

June 11, 1866, Mr. Campbell was married 
to Miss Lizzie A. Flynn, and they are the 
parents of ten children—John <A., Millie, 
Edward Bennett (deceased), Anna, Grace, 
Edward, James, William Lewis, Michael 1}., 
and Mary, 
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©“) wealthy farmer and stock-raiser, who 
resides on section 23, Union Grove town- 
ship. To avoid repetition we must refer the 
reader to the chapters devoted to the Indian 
trouble, and also to other sketches for many 
of the most interesting features in the his- 
tory of Mr. Nelson. He took a very active 
and prominent part in those trying days. 

Mr. Nelson was born in Ireland, on the 
18th of June, 1837, and was a son of Robert 
and Ann Nelson. In July, 1840, he came to 
America with his parents. His father and 
mother settled near Montreal, in Canada 
East, where they engaged in farming, and 
remained until the time of their deaths. In 
August, 1856, James came to Meeker county, 
Minn., and preémpted 160 acres on section 
23, in what is now Union Grove township. 
This place has since been his home, with the 
exception of a short time during 1862-3, 
when they were driven away by the Indians. 
He then enlisted in the Second Minnesota 
Infantry and went South, remaining there 
until the close of the war, when he again 
settled upon the farm, and has since remained 
there. He has one of the most valuable 
farms in the township, and it is well im- 
proved, with substantial farm buildings. 

Mr. Nelson was married on the 7th of 
April, 1857, to Miss Elizabeth Caswell, which 
is said to have been the first marriage within 
the limits of Meeker county. Murs. Nelson 
was a daughter of Carlos and Anna Caswell, 
and was born in Canada on the 16th of 
August, 1838. Mr. and Mrs. Nelson have 
been the parents of six children, as follows— 
William, born November 24, 1858; Frank, 
born October 27, 1860; Anna, born May 25, 
1863; James, born July 9, 1870; Orrin, born 
July 9, 1872; and Albert, born October 21, 
1875. Anna married William Phillips, and 
now lives in Union Grove township; they 
have three children—Mana, Carl and Flor- 
ence. William married Sarah Newcomb, 


AMES NELSON is a prominent and 
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and lives in Dakota; they have one child, 
Iva. Frank married Ella Hinds, and lives 
in Dakota. 

In political matters Mr. Nelson is a repub- 
lican. He has taken an active interest in 
public matters, and is one of the leading citi- 
zens of the county. He has taken a promi- 
nent part in township affairs and held vari- 
ous local oflices. 


* + 


<5 OREN MORTON. Thesubject of this 
+) biography is one of the most promi- 
nent citizens ef Danielson township, being a 
resident of section 10, in that subdivision of 
Meeker county. Mr. Morton is a native of 
Denmark, born on the 29th of November, 
1836, and is a son of Morten Johnson and 
Johanna Skovenborg. Soren remained in 
the land of his birth until 1868, when he 
came to the United States and first located 
in Ripon, Wis., where he remained five or 
six months, having charge of a farm. He 
then went to St. Clare county, Ill., where he 
worked on a farm until March, 1864, when 
he returned to Ripon, and again took charge 
of the farm which he had previously had 
control of. In the fall of 1864 he came to 
Meeker county, Minn.,and took a homestead 
on section 10, in Danielson township, where 
he now lives. After taking his claim he 
worked for different farmers for a time, then 
went to St. Paul, and remained through the 
winter, working in a wood-yard. The fol- 
lowing spring he returned to his claim, set 
out some trees and made some other im- 
provements and then returned to St. Paul. 
A short time later, in July, 1865, he moved 
his family to his claim, and has lived there 
ever since. He now has a splendid farm and 
splendid improvements. Ile devotes consid- 
erable attention to raising stock, together 
with general farming, and is recognized as 
one of the most intelligent and prominent 
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farmers in the western part of the county. 
He is a democrat in political matters and 
takes an active interest in the affairs of his 
township, having held a nuinber of the most 
important local offices, including those of 
chairman of the supervisors, for several years 
while Acton and Danielson formed one town- 
ship, school clerk for eight vears, and others. 
Mr. Morton marricd Miss Louisa Winter- 
lig, who was born May 22, 1845, and is a 
daughter of Peter C. and Christine Winter- 
lig. Mr. and Mrs. Morton have had six 
children, as follows—Sarah H., born July 3, 
1865; Henry W., born December 28, 1867; 
Willie T., born June 8, 1869; Victor, born 
July 12, 1874; Agnes Myrtle, born February 
4,1877; and Alice, born July 38,1884. The 
family are members of the Methodist Church, 
in which Mr. Morton is one of the most active 
workers, having held various offices in that 
organization, including those of trustee and 
steward, for several years. 
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EX G. JOHNSON. The subject of this 
ONY biography, a farmer residing on sec- 
tion 22, Greenleaf township, was born in 
Sweden on the 10th of October, 1857. He 
left his native land with his father’s family 
in 1867, and came to Meeker county, Minn. 
His father was a farmer most of his life, but 
has now retired from active business and 
lives in the village of Litchfield. The sub- 
ject of this sketch now has three brothers 
and four sisters living, one brother having 
died. 

C. G. Jolinson learned the carpenter's trade 
in 1878, and followed that vocation for sev- 
eral years. 
remained there about eighteen months, re- 
turning then to Minnesota. In 1884 he pur- 
chased the farm where he now lives, on section 
22, Greenleaf township, and has since made 
that his home. He has a valuable farm of 


In 1881 he went to Missouri and 


'NESOTA. 


160 acres, seventy-cight of which is under 
plow and fifty to meadow, while he has a few 
acres of timber. Ile has substantial improve- 
ments, and his farm is among the most valu- 
able in his portion of the township. Ile 
devotes his time to general farming and to 
stock-raising, and has a good herd of cattle 
on the place. 


- -~ a 


ICHAEL J. ROACH. Among the 
\ farmers and cattle raisers of the 
north part of the county, is Mr. Roach of 
Forest Prairie, who has his home upon sec- 
tion 8 of that township. He was born in 
tockbridge county, Va., December 23, 1820, 
and is the son of John and Elizabeth (Peto- 
lomey) Roach, natives of Maryland and Vir- 
ginia, respectively. When our subject was 
but achild his parents removed to Henry 
county, Ind., and finally settled in Cass 
county, that State, where they died. The 
early education of the subject of this sketch 
was acquired in his native county, and after- 
wards in the schools of Indiana, which at 
that early day were few and far between. 
He was one of a family of thirteen children, 
the names of the others being — Lucilla, 
William, James N., Mary Ellen, John C., 
Betsy J., Margret A., Joseph, Andrew J., 
George, Carson, Nancy D., and one that 
died in infancy. 

Mr. Roach was reared to manhood in Cass 
county, Ind., and was there married, Decem- 
ber 28, 1843, to Miss Sarah J. Wynn, a native 
of Warren county, the same State, born No- 
vember 4, 1832. She is the daughter of 
James and Pollie (Harden) Wynn, who were 
born in Pennsylvania and Ohio, respectively. 

3y this union there have been born a family 
of thirteen children — William, Michael, 
Sarah Jane, Margaret A., Deniza, Elizabeth, 
Ellen Dosh, Cinda, James, John and Mary. 
The latter died in infaney ; the rest are ail 
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who reside at home. 

Mr. Roach came to Mecker county in 1866, 
reaching Forest City, on the 9th of May, 
and shortly after came to his present place 
and took up his homestead. At that time 
the woods were full of game and he acquired 
the reputation of being the best and most 
successful hunter in this part of the country. 
He made considerable money by this means, 
but has always given considerable attention 
to farming and stock-raising, preferring the 
sure gains of husbandry toany more allur- 
ing speculation or business. He was the 
third settler in the township, one of the old 
pioneers; is a member of the Church of 
God, and usually votes the republican ticket. 


* 


ESSE V. BRANHAM, Jr., a pioneer, who 

took a most active and prominent part 
in the trying times of the Indian massacre, 
is one of the best-known and most conspic- 
ous figures in Meeker county’s history. Te 
is a native of Jennings county, Ind., born 
July 8, 1834, and is the son of Jesse V. and 
Mary (Butler) Branham, a sketch of whom 
will be found elsewhere in this Arsem. In 
1847 his parents removed to Franklin, John- 
son county, Ind., where our subject remained 
under the parental roof until nineteen years 
of age, when he opened a dry-goods and 
grocery store. In 1855 he was united in 
mariage with Miss Mary L. Stark. 

Early in the summer, of 1857, Jesse V., 
Jr., joined a party of pioneers, consisting of 
his father, Jesse V. Branham, Sr., William 
Branham, Levi Reed, Hugh MeGannon, and 
others, and came to Meeker county, Minn., 
our subject locating on section 35, of Litch- 
field—then Ness—township, in June of that 
year. Ile at once began improvements, and 
his family joined him in August. He there 
remained, earnestly devoting his time and 


living and married except Dosh and Ellen, | labor to developing a farm, living in content- 


ment and prosperity, notwithstanding the 
many disadvantages usual to pioneer life, 
until the Indian outbreak of 1862 began. 

On Sunday, August 17, 1862, while Jesse 
V. Branham, Jr., was crossing a field with a 
neighbor, the report of the Jones and Baker 
murders were brought to him. After a 
hasty consideration of the matter, he con- 
cluded to get all the people of the neighbor- 
hood together at the house of George C. 
Whitcomb (who was absent), on account of 
the location, partly because of a good well 
in the cellar, should the Indians make an 
attack, and partly to protect Whitcomb’s 
family. Sunday night, after the neighbor- 
hood had been notified and brought to one 
point, our subject, in company with his 
brother William, mounted his horse and 
started for Acton, to learn as to the truth of 
the reports. When within ‘about three 
miles from their destination, they met a 
party from the scene of the massacre, who 
had with them a child, which was the only 


surviving member of either the Jones or , 


Baker households. The Branhams_ then 
learned that all reports were true,and imme- | 
diately returned to Whitcomb’s house. 
Early Monday morning they all started for 
Forest City, where they remained inactive 
for a day or so, but Tuesday afternoon 
word was received that the outbreak was 
general and would extend all along the bor- 
der. That evening they held a council, and 
decided to send all women and children to 
Clearwater, and J. V. Branham, Jr., was ap- 
pointed to take charge of the train. Wednes- 
day morning the train started, being made 
up of teams of every description, and being 
half a mile in length. Jesse V., Jr., piloted 
them about half way through the “Big 
Woods,” when he bade his family good-bye 
and returned to Kingston. There he talked 
with a number of the leading citizens, gave 
them his idea of the stockade, and the fol- 
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lowing morning, with his team, he hauled 
the first log for the Kingston fortifications. 
Returning to Forest City, he found George 
C. Whitcomb with an order from Governor 
Ramsey to form a company of State militia, 
to defend the town. Our subject joined the 
ranks, and, as soon as possible, he, with 
others of the command, were mounted and 
started west to bury the dead and aid the 
wounded, They rode through the western 
part of Meeker county and all over Kandi- 
yohi county. 

After this Jesse V., Jr., remained with 
the company until the night of September 2, 
when, on coming into the stockade after a 
brush with the Indians, they learned that 
Captain Strout would bein camp at Acton that 
night. The whole company knew that the 
country was filled with hostile Indians, and 
knew that unless Strout was warned, his 
whole command would probably be mur- 
~ dered. Captain Whitcomb called for yolun- 
teers to go upon ihe extremely dangerous 
mission of warning Strout, and Jesse V. 
Branham, Jr., was the first to offer his serv- 
ices, Thomas Holmes and A. P. Sperry soon 
joining him, and at sundown they started for 
Acton, with Jesse in command of the trio. 
Reaching their destination and fulfilling 
their mission in the night, they slept for a 
time, and in the morning the company 
started for Forest City. The Indians soon 
made an attack on them, and in the engage- 
ment, Jesse Branham, Jr., was shot through 
the lungs, the bullet coming out of his back, 
and seventeen others of Strout’s company 
were wounded. They were taken to Hutch- 
inson that night, and upon arriving there, 
Branham got up and walked from the 
Wagon to his room, in the second story of the 
hotel. When the doctor examined him, he 
said to those in attendance: “I can do 
nothing for this man; make him as comfort- 
able as you can; he will be dead in three 
hours.” The following morning, September 


4th, was the day of the attack on Hutchinson, 
and while our subject was lying on his cot, 
then unable to move, there came a shower of 
bullets on and through the house. Later he 
was carried to the stockade with the other 
wounded, and there cared for. Four weeks 
later he was able to go to Minneapolis to 
his family. Three weeks later the family 
went south to Louisville, Ky., and remained 
there until the spring of 1863, when they 
returned to Minneapolis, and the following 
fall, again settled in Meeker county. Jesse 
VY. Branham, Jr., rented the mill at Green- 
leaf, and operated it during the winter of 
1863-4, and the following spring went to 
Forest City and rented a farm for the season. 
In the fall of 1864, the county commissioners 
appointed him county auditor to fill a 
racancy, and he was afterward elected and 
re-elected, serving until the spring of 1871. 
During this time the county seat had been 
removed to Litchfield, and after the expira- 
tion of his term of office, our subject en- 
gaged in the mercantile trade at that place. 
Since that time he has been engaged either 
in the mercantile trade, real estate or farm- 
ing. 

In early days Jesse V. Branham, Jr., was 
one of the most active and public-spirited 
men in the county. When the town of Ness 
was organized, he was elected first town 
clerk; he also held the office of county com- 
missioner, besides that of county auditor, 
and various local offices. He was one of the 
original town site proprietors of Litchfield ; 
drew the bill changing the county seat from 
Forest City; gave Litchfield its name, and 
in many other ways connected his name 
indissolubly with the early history of the 
county. He drew the plan of the park in 
Litchfield, and to him, more than any other 
one man, is due the credit of planting trees 
and getting it into the beautiful condition of 
to-day. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jesse V. Branham, Jr., are 
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the parents of five children, as follows— 
Jliram S., a member of the Litchfield bank- 
ing firm of Stevens & Co.; Alice, now Mrs. 
Robert Burns; Delaney E., Lula and 
‘Thomas. 
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NORGREN & CO., dealers in general 
merchandise in the village of Dassel, 
came to the village in thespring of 1875, and 
established their present business, and are, 
therefore, the oldest house in town having a 
continuous existence. They carry a large 
and well-assorted stock, and are doing an 
extensive and lucrative trade. The store 
which they occupy was built by Louis Rud- 
berg, and is a handsome brick edifice, well 
lighted and ventilated, and presents a neat 
appearance from the street. 

‘John Norgren, the senior member of the 
firm, is a native of Sweden, and immigrated 
to America in 1866, landing in Carver county, 
Minn., on the 22d of July, with his family, 
which then consisted of his wife and five 
children. He soon afterward bought a farm 
of eighty acres in Hancock township, about 
nine miles from Carver, and moved his fam- 
ily to it. They remained there until 1873, 
during which time the farm was increased to 
160 acres. In 1873 they came to Meeker 
county, and the father purchased a half inter- 
est in the saw- and flouring-mill at East 
Kingston. He was there engaged in the 
milling business for two years and a half, 
when he sold his interest to his partner, and 
came to Dassel, where he has since lived. 
IIe then, in company with J. O. Berlin, 
opened a general merchandise store under 
the firm name of J. Norgren & Co. The 
partner, Mr. Berlin, is also his son-in-law, 
and had the misfortune to lose his eyesight 
some nine years ago. Mr. Norgren has 
turned the active management of the mer- 
_cantile business over to his sons, John and 


Michigan State Senate. 


Lewis. Mr. Norgren is a hale and hearty 
man of about sixty years of age, and still 
retains his vigor. He bas large property 
interests here in the way of farms and vil- 
lage real estate, and has been intimately as- 
sociated with the growth and development 
of the eastern part of Meeker county. He 
is the present town treasurer, and has taken 
an active interest in official and educational 
matters. 

John and Lewis Norgren, who have charge 
of the business, are both capable business 
men, and their establishment commands as 
heavy a trade as any in the village. John 
has been a member of the village council 
for four years, while both take a prominent 
part in all matters pertaining to the welfare 
of their locality. 


GY ON. A. C. SMITH, for many years 
“=f one of the most prominent figures in 
the history of the county, and one of the 
leading attorneys, was a native of Vermont, 
born in 1814. He was educated in the State 
of his nativity, and there studied law, and 
was admitted to the bar at Washington, D. 
C., at a session of the Supreme Court of the 
United States. In 1839 he removed to 
Mount Clemens, Macomb county, Mich., 
where he entered upon the practice of his 
profession. A short time after he entered 
upon a career of journalism, editing and 
publishing the J/acomb Gazette, and the 
Landmarks, the latter @ Masonie periodical, 
and continued at this for some five years. 
Ile then occupied the judicial bench for 
three years, and served one term in the 
In 1855 he came to 
St. Paul, where he established and published 
the Free Press, a democratic daily, which 
did not prove very remunerative. Je then 
took up his law practice in that city, and 
made it his home until March, 1858, when, 
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having been appointed to the position of 
register of the land oflice of the United 
States at Forest City, he came to this 
county, where he made his home until the 
day of his death, which ocurred September 
20, 1880. Of his death, the News Ledger 
said: “We have known Judge Smith for 
twelve years; in fact, he was the first man 
we consulted when we thought of locating 
in this county in 1868, and otr confidence in 
his judgment led us to settle in Forest City. 
Judge Smith was a man among men — hon- 
orable to a fault. He could not brook dis- 
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honesty or trickery in others. As a friey{ 
he was genial, warm and true as steel — ever 
ready to assist all who were so fortunate ss 
to be associated with him. As a member of 
the bar he ranked among the best — was 
courteous and affable — always working fur 
the interests of his clients with a will and 
energy which caused him to be respected 
by his opponents. In his death the county 
met with a great loss and the community of 
Litchfield one of its most esteemed citizens. 
and his memory is revered by all the early 
residents of this part of the State.” 
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oN SACL LAM W. GETCHELL, ; But even the few pleasures that he had at 
eh one of the prominent | that time he was doomed to cast aside at 
bi : representative citizens | duty’s call. The Government was in need 
x of the township of | of troops, and, September 26, 1861, he 
oN Glencoe, has a fine | enlisted in Company B, Fourth Minnesota 
arty, 2 2 : ad P 
ia: farm on section 6, | Infantry, and served until December 31, 


ae 


where he carries on his 


os zy agricultural calling. He is a native 
waWes’ of Machias, Washineton county, 
Bib hens , 9g a 
en am Me., and was born March 10, 1820. 
he ; 0 IJeis the son of Marshalland Pollie 
LA. (IIolmes) Getchell. His parents 
NY ‘ : : 
sAv@ were born and both died in that 
hd ig Bc 
“are State, and were members of old 
“~S pioneer and Revolutionary families. 


The subject of this sketch left his home, in 
the East, August 29, 1849, for St. Anthony, 
and there followed Inmbering for three years. 
From that point he moved to Richfield, this 
State, and there took up a claim and re- 
mained until the month of January, 1856, 
when, in company with a brother anda 
brother in-law, he came to McLeod county, 
and took up claims. JTe returned to Rie h- 
field for his family, and got back here in 
June, following. Ile soon had a cabin built 
in which to install his wife and children, and 
settled down to the hard life of a pioneer 
- farmer. 
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1862, when he was discharged on account of 
disability. His family were here at the time 
of the Indian outbreak, and remained on the 
farm until the mother heard that Hutchinson 
was on fire, when she fled to Minneapolis, by 
way of Glencoe, and at the former place was 
found by her husband. ile returned to his 
farm here that fall, and has lived there ever 
since. 

Mr. Getchell was married December 11, 
1845, and has had a family of ten children, 
six of whom are living-—Flora M., Frederick 
O., Andie M., Scott L., Willis E.and Dana Kk. 

Mr. Getehell is a member of the G. A. B., 
and he and his wife are connected with the 
Congregational church. 
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OHN THOM, « leading and influential 
farmer of Round Grove township, is the 
son of Francis and Margaret (Cragin) Thom, 
and was born in Aberdeenshire, Scotland, 
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June 19, 1842. His parents were also natives 
of the Land of Heather, and came to the 
United States about the year 1856, and set- 
tled in Kenosha county, Wis. Two vears 
later the family removed to Steele county, 
this State, where the father is now living, 
the mother having died October 2, 1885. 

The subject of this memoir remained at 
home with his parents, sometimes earning a 
little money herding cattle for the neigh- 
bors, until he had attained the age of nine- 
teen years, When he commenced to learn the 
cooper’s trade; he followed that business for 
nearly two years. In 1863, being seized with 
the western fever, he went to California, 
crossing the plains with a team, spending 
four months on the road. After staying 
there about three years, he returned to Min- 
nesota, and spent a year in Houston county, 
with his brothers, and the next season rented 
a farm in Steele county and cultivated it. 
In the fall of 1868 he came to this county, 
and made his home that winter with his 
brother George, in Penn township. In July 
following he took up a homestead on section 
2, Round Grove, where he now lives, and 
moved onto it and commenced its Improve- 
ment. When he made his appearance here 
he was a poor man, having only S200 anda 
yoke of oxen and a wagon, but’ by industry, 
and the exercise of frugality he has acquired 
a fine farm of 200 acres of land, ten horses, 
fifteen head of cattle and other stock. His 
buildings and other improvements are of a 
neat and substantial character, and he has 
some sixty-five acres of his farm undera high 
state of cultivation. Ile has also owned and 
operated a threshing. machine for the last 
ten years. 

Mr. Thom was married in Steele county, 
January 1, 1868, to Miss Jane Thom, a native 
of Seotland, born in Aberdeenshire, Febru- 
ary 21, 1847, and daughter of George and 
Jane (Thompson) Thom. By this union 
there have been five children—Flora Mabel, 
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born November 19, 1868, and died Decem. 
ber 2, 1877; Margaret C., born October 4, 
1872; Sarah E., born June 14, 1880: John 
R., born April 28, 1883; and Gertrude G., 
born August 13,1885. Mr. Thom is a repub- 
lican, politically, and has held the offices of 
supervisor, assessor and town clerk. 
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OHN PREISS, a retired merchant of Glen- 
SJ coe, was one of the earlier settlers of 
the county,and one of its most active busi- 
ness men. He is a native of Bavaria, Ger- 
many, born December 1, 1825. He came to 
America in 1845, landing in New York, 
October 8, of that year. He had but three 
dollars in his pocket, and could not speak a 
word of English at the time, but shortly af- 
ter hired out to a farmer near that city, with 
whom he worked four months for S4 per 
month. After spending a vear in that vici- 
nity, he went to Georgia, where he remained 
for two years, after which he removed to 
Ohio, making his home in that State until 
1853. He then came to Minnesota, in search 
of a home for himself, although the man for 
whom he was then working told him that 
he would surely be killed by the Indians, and. 
even went so far as to refuse to pay him 
what was due him if he persisted in his inten- 
tion. 

But our subject was determined to come; 
so he started with his brother, and on their 
arrival in Carver county, this State,, they 
both tookup claims in the scattering timber, 
and, after building a log cabin, commenced 
cultivating the soil. As they had not time 
to clear much of ‘the land, they planted po- 
tatoes among the trees,and thus raised 1,000 
bushels, worth then 81 per bushel, and their 
corn crop was fair. Purchasing a voke of 
oxen and making a rough sled, they, that 
winter, cut some forty cords of rock maple- 
wood, which they hauled to Carver and sold 
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for $1.25 per cord. The next spring Mr. 
Priess returned to Cincinnati, where he mavr- 
ried Miss Elizabeth Shobert, and returned to 
his Minnesota home with his bride. He 
brought with him the first chairs ever seen 
in that county, and his wife was the first 
white woman ever within its limits. 

After living there about seven years, he 
sold out and came to McLeod county, with 
his family and household goods, and pur- 
chased a half section of land near Glencoe. 
Seven years later he sold out, and moved to 
the village, and, putting up the second frame 
building north of the track, entered into 
mercantile life. This he followed until 
Apri], 1888, when he sold out to his son 
Lawrence, who is now running the business. 
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C. BAKER, now a merchant of the vil- 
lage of Brownton, came to this county 
in 1865, and settled on a farm in Penn 
township, where he resided for about two 
years. He then removed to New Auburn, 
Sibley county, and there entered into mer- 
cantile business with E. L. Shaw. The firm 
thus formed existed until 1870, when his 
partner was succeeded by Seth Strickland, 
and Messrs. Baker and Strickland remained 
together until 1883. In 1875 they removed 
to the new village of Brownton, and Mr. 
Baker has been a resident of that place ever 
since, and one closely connected with its 
business circles. 


Mr. Baker is a native of Freedom, Portage 


county, Ohio, born December 19, 1838, and 
is a son of Eugenio and Sally (1Iantield) 
Baker, who were from Massachusetts and 
Connecticut, respectively. His father was a 
farmer, although he practiced medicine to 
sume extent, having studied for that profes 
sion in his native State. The subject of our 
biography was educated in the schools of the 
county of his birth, and by the time he had 
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attained the ave of seventeen years he had 
laid the foundation of a liberal education. 
About that time he came to this State, and 
located in Scott county. Shortly after, he 
removed to St. Paul, and there was employed 
in keeping books for E. & H. G. Bell, for one 
year. While on a farm, after this, he on 
August 27, 1864, enlisted in Company <A, 
Fourth Minnesota Infantry, and with that 
regiment, which was a part of the Fifteenth 
Corps, participated in the battles around AL 
lanta, the famous March to the Sea, and the 
seige of Savannah. He was also on the 
march through the Carolinas, in the winter 
of 1865, and was mustered out at the close of 
hostilities, in 1865, and, returning to Minne- 
sota, came to this county, as mentioned above. 

Mr. Baker was married, July 4, 1868, to 
Miss Mary J. Todd, at Redwing, Minn. The 
lady is the daughter of Robert and Mary J. 
Todd, and is a native of New Jersey. She 
is an alumnus of Hamline College, and a 
woman of much more than ordinary attain- 
ments. They are parents of seven children — 
Anna E., Helen May, Martha E., Stella, 
Arthur II., Clayton It. C., James and Lewis 
H. Mr. Baker is a republican of the staunch- 
est type, and true to the principles of that 
party. Ie is a member of the G. A. I., and 
avaluable and valued citizen. His estimable 
wife is connected with the Congregational 
church. Mr. Baker was an old-time aboli- 
tionist, and distinetly remembers the time 
when he was designated by his school mates 
as “the son of an abolitionist,’ which was 
considered as the most degrading of epithets. 
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-SAAC HERRON SHRODE, one of the 
| leading agriculturists of the town of 
Bergen, is a native of Spencer county, Ind., 
and was born December 28, 1818. He is 
the son of Francis and Rebecca Merrit (IIud- 
son) Shrode, both of whoin died in Indiana, 
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having had a family of fourteen children, 
seven of whom are now living. The father, 
Francis Shrode, was born in 1789. The 
mother, Rebecca Merrit Shrode, was born 
in 1798. 

The subject of our sketch was reared upon 
his father’s farm, and received his education 
in the rough log schoolhouses of his day. 
As he grew toward man’s estate he spent his 
time in assisting his father in carrying on his 
agricultural Jabors. After this he learned 
the art of wagon-making, and worked at that 
trade for awhile. April 15, 1852, he was 
united in marriage with Miss Rhoda Jane 
Taylor, and made his home in his native 
State until May, 1877, when he came to 
Minnesota. Jor one year he was employed 
in farming at Belle Plaine, but the next year 
removed to Bergen, this county, and pur- 
chased the farm where he now lives, on sec- 
tion 138. Here he has remained ever since. 
For ten years he has held the office of justice 
of the peace in the township, and for four 
years the place of steward in the Methodist 
Episcopal church. He has been succeeded 
in the latter capacity by his daughter, Maria 
Eldora. 


Mr. and Mrs. Shrode are the parents of 


seven children—Francis Marion, born Feb- 
ruary 15, 1853; Nancy Rebecea, born Feb- 
ruary 9, 1854, and died February 27, 1879; 
William Lester, born June 6, 1855; Benoni 
Guernsey, born November 17, 1857; Sarah 
Jane, born January 31, 1859; Chloe Theo- 
dosia, born December 27, 1863; and Maria 


als 
Eldora, born June 21, 1867. Mrs. Shrode 


was called from earth to heaven, May §8,. 


1857, leaving her disconsolate husband and 
sorrowing children to mourn her loss. 
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“iOS, EORGE C. CANFIELD, one of the 
“J. stirring farmers of the town of 


Sumter, living on section 29, was born in 


Portage county, Ohio, April 6, 1834, and is 


9, 1865. 
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the son of Carleton S. and Maria L. (Rich- 
ardson) Canfield. Ilis parents, who were 
natives of the State of New York, moved 
to Ohio about 1831, and there the father 
was extensively engaged in farming, boat- 
building and the manufacture of brick. 
About 1848 the latter died, and the boys 
were separated alinost entirely, as the farms 
were sold. Our subject was then but some 
fourteen years of age, but he manfully went 
to work, and at the age of seventeen com. 
menced teaching school. He followed that 
alling during the winters, for some years, 
working at carpentering the rest of the 
year. In April, 1855, on attaining his ma- 
jority, he came to Minnesota and pre-empted 
160 acres of land in the town of Waterford, 
Dakota county, and in the fall returned to 
his home in the “Buckeye State,’ and 
taught school that winter. April 15, 1856, 
he was married to Miss Mariette I. Curtiss, 
a native of Charleston, Portage county, 
Ohio, born October 1, 1838, and the daugh- 
ter of S. A. and Emily (Greenleaf) Curtiss. 
With his young bride, Mr. Canfield came 
West, and located on the farm he had 
taken the year previous. This place he sold 
the next vear, and for some time he was en- 
gaged in the purchase and sale of real es- 
tate. He bought a farm in 1860, and made 
his home on it until February 8, 1865, when 
he enlisted in Company L, First Minnesota 
Heavy Artillery, and served until the regi- 
ment was mustered out of service, October 
His brother, L. I*. Canfield, was -a 
member of the famous Minnesota First, and 
served three years in the army. Ile was 
wounded at Savage’s Station, and left on 
the field for dead, but recovered. Daniel 
A., another brother, was in the conflict with 
the Indians at New Ulm, and afterward in 
Company K, Seventh Minnesota Infantry, 
and died of small-pox near St. Louis, January 
20, 1804. Still another brother, James, en- 
listed, going into Company D, Ninth Minne- 
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sota Infantry, and after two years and a 
half of service came home and died, Febru- 
ary 4, 1865, in Scott county. On return- 
ing to the paths of peace, our subject came 
to this county, and settled in the town of 
Collins, and resumed his agricultural pur- 
suits. Je remained there until 1880, when 
he moved to his present residence. Ie is 
the parent of twelve children — Carleton W., 
born October 15, 1857; Harland C., born 
June 18, 1859; Lucien A., born October 15, 
1860; Lucy B., born January 11, 1862; 
Frank H., born September 17, 1866, and died 
December 30, 1866; May D., born i leit 
ber 27, 1867; Julia E., born ie 28, 1869 ; 
Alonza E., born July 26, 1870, and died 
August 20, 1871; Achsah Blanche, born 
May 23, 1872; Clara M., born July 10, 
1873; Elva M., born December 11, 1874; 
and Augusta R., born August 25,1876. My. 
Yanfield served as town clerk and as chair- 
man of the town board in Dakota county, 
and as supervisor for two years in this 
county. In 1886 he was the nominee on 
the prohibition ticket for member of the 
Legislature. 


ED 


» TEPHEN E. MARTIN, one of the ac- 
tive business men of Glencoe, was 
born at Mohawk, Herkimer county, N. Y., 

December 22, 1841, and is the son of Davis 
and (athens (Perrine) Martin. He re- 
mained with his parents until he was nine- 
teen years old, when he started out for him- 
self. He was reared in anew country, and 
was therefore no stranger to the disadvant- 
ages and hardships of pioneer life. e ap- 
plied himself to his life’s task in a thorough 
manner, and in the spring of 1861, on the 
first call for troops to suppress the tebeltion, 
he enlisted in the widely-famed First Minne- 
sota Infantry,and was mustered into Com- 
pany kx. With that gallant body of men he 


served until the disbanding of the regiment, 
May 12, 1864. He participated in all the 
glorious battles where the noble “First” 
arried its flag to victory, and was present in 
twenty-two engagements. 

On his discharge, Mr. Martin came to 
Glencoe, and made a short stay, went to his 
father’s, and between these two places he 
went back and forth until 1872, when he 
located permanently in the village,and en- 
gaged in the draying business, and carried it 
on until August, 1887. He is the real orig- 
inator of the Glencoe Plow Works, and in 
many other lines of trade has always taken 
a leading part. He was married, March 24, 
1864, to Miss Mary Gillick, and they have 
had six children—Emma J., William, Omar, 
Daniel, Lily and Lewis. February 11, 1887, 
Mrs. Martin died, and her remains are in- 
terred in the Catholic cemetery 


OS, EORGE PIERCE, who is engaged 1 
the pursuit of agriculture on section 
23, Acoma township, is a native of the * Old 
Bay State,” having been born in Essex, Es- 
sex county, Mass., January 1, 1S41, and 
the son of Oliver and Tabitha (Burnham) 
Pierce. His father was born in the State 
of Maine, and his mother in Massachusetts, 
and the latter was the daughter of William 
Burnham, one of the first settlers of the vil- 
lage of Essex, the others being his brothers, 
@homas and John, and these three were 
among the founders of the town, which was 
called Essex. 

The subject of this memoir grew toward 
manhood in the place of his birth, and until 
he was some sixteen years of age Was el 
ployed in attendance at school, and received 
the elements of an excellent education from 
the good schools of that grand old Comimon- 
wealth. Like many of the boys of the New 
England States, he had a hankering after the 
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sea, and, as he approached his maturity, he 
shipped on a coaster as a sailor, and was 
employed in that kind .of life and on fishing 
vessels, most of the time, until he was thirty 
years old. Abandoning a seafaring life, he 
then worked in mills and at blacksmithing 
until June, 1883, when he came West, and 
found in Minnesota the home hesought. He 
settled on the place where he now lives, and 
has made it his home ever since. The im- 
provements there are of an excellent char- 
acter, and he has his farm well stocked. Mr. 
Pierce has been twice married, the first time 
to Miss Mary D. Dennen, who was born in 
Gloucester, Mass., in 1841. Their wedding 
occurred June 16, 1860, and they were par- 
ents of three children,— Benjamin, born 
November 5, 1861; George, born July 5, 
1863, and Lelia, born November 2, 1869. 
The mother was the daughter of William 
and Eliza Dennen, and died March 4, 1879. 
The second marriage of our subject took 
place March 31, 1881, at which time he led 
to the altar Miss Catharine M. Frazier, the 
daughter of Hugh and Esther (Ehler) Fraz- 
ier, Who was born in Guysboro. By this 
union they had two chiJdren—Oliver, born 
December 18, 1883, and Mabel, born Febru- 
ary 14, 1885. 

Mr. Pierce has been honored by his fel- 
low-townsmen by having had bestowed upon 
him the offices of supervisor and school 
treasurer, and has filled those places most 
acceptably to their constituents. 


“Ss DWARD LAMBERT, a leading farmer 
“io, yesiding on section 9 of Glencoe town- 
ship, is a native of Scotland, born in Eedin- 
burgh, January 10, 1828, and is the son of 
Joseph and Catherine (Bacon) Lambert. Ilis 
father was of Scotch nativity, but his mother 
was born in the * Emerald Isle.” He received, 
in his youth, a most excellent classical edu- 


cation in the State of New York, whither the 
family had come in 1832. They left the 
Land of Heather” on the 8d of April, of that 
year, and landed at Montreal, Canada, whenee 
they made their way to Moore, Clinton coun- 
ty, N. Y., where our subject wasreared. He 
made his home there until May, 1856, when 
he came West and located in Clayton county, 
Towa, and there spent the summer. October 
10th, that vear, he arrived at Glencoe, Minn., 
and bought a claim to a tract of land in Rich 
Valley township, but disposed of it the fol- 
lowing spring. At that time he pre-empted 
160 acres in the town of Glencoe, upon which 
he lived until 1860, when he removed to Ciay- 
ton county, Iowa, where he was married, but 
returned here the following autumn. Taking 
up his residence upon his farm, he was there 
employed when the Indian troubles of 1862 
broke out. He left, and judiciously sought 
safety at Carver, but a week later, on return- 
ing to his place to see about it, he heard the 
savages firing in the grove,and retired to 
Carver, whence he removed to Clayton, Clay- 
ton county, lowa, and a year later to New 
York. In 1865 he came back to his farm, in 
this county, and has resided here ever since. 

Mr. Lambert was united in marriage, Oc- 
tober 7, 1860, with Miss Bridget Maley, a na- 
tive of Ireland, and the daughter of Patrick 
and Mary (Ginley) Maley. By this union 
they have had six children, as follows — Jo- 
seph, Daniel, Henry, Anna, Edward and 
Andrew. 

The family are members of the Roman 
Catholie church, and Mr. Lambert is a demo- 
erat in his political views, and a staunch ad- 
herent of the principles of that party. 


GG 


ENRY V. BONNIWELL, one of the 
most prominent and influential agri- 
culturists of the county, is a resident of sec- 
tion 36, Acoma township, Tle came to Me- 
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Leod county in the spring of 1866 with his 


nephew, W. T. Bonniwell, on a trip for the 


benefit of his health, and while here pur- 
chased the farm where he now lives. After 
returning to his home, in the State of Wis- 
consin, he decided to sell out there and come 
to Minnesota, and, accordingly, left there 
May 24, with his family, and came by team 
to this locality, spending some five weeks on 
the way, and arrived in Hutchinson, June 
29th. He went into camp where the Asa 
Hutchinson house now stands, and remained 
there until July 3d, when he removed to his 
farm. Commencing his improvements, he 
soon had a house erected, and his family 
sheltered, and then turned his attention to 
the cultivation of the place. This has been 
his home ever since, and he has succeeded in 
making it one of the best farms in the town. 

Mr. Bonniwell is a nativeof England, hav- 
ing been born in the town of Chatham, 
county of Kent, July 24,1818, and isthe son 
of William T. B. and Eleanor Bonniwell. He 
was one of a family of eight children—the 
others being Charles, William T., James, 
George, Eleanor, Walter and Alfred. While 
living in the town where he was born, our 
subject became acquainted with Dr. Hugh 
Fraser, and at the age of twelve left his 
home and went with his medical friend, who 
was in the army, and was with him at the 
various garrisons where he was stationed, in 
Canada, at Montreal, Fort George and Niag- 
ara, until 1833. In the fall of 1832, the par- 
ents of Mr. Bonniwell came to Canada, with 
the intention of locating upon a large tract 
of land that the Government had granted to 
them, but on the way the father was taken 
with cholera at Montreal, and died. The 
spring previous. George and William, broth- 
ers of our subject, had come to the United 
States, and settled in Ulster County, N. Y., 
and at the time of their father’s death, ad- 
vised their mother tocome to that part of the 
Union, which she didjand bought a farm on the 
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banks of the Hudson river. Here Henry joined 
the family, in 1833, and for some eighteen 
months made his home there. At the expi- 
ation of that time he went to Poughkeepsie, 
N. Y., to learn the ship carpenter’s trade, and 
after working there two years, went to New 
York, and there finished his trade. 

In the Spring of 1839, the family, having 
disposed of their interests in the “ Empire 
State,’ removed to Mequon, Ozaukee coun- 
tv, Wis., where they bought 1,300 acres of 
land, and engaged in farming. During the 
gold excitement of 1849, the subject of this 
memoir went to the Pacific slope, and spent 
two years there, looking the country over. 
He then returned to the “ Badger State,” and 
made his home there until coming to this 
county in June, 1866. Mr. Bonniwell was 
married, September 17, 1839, in the city of 
New York, to Miss Catherine Reeves, a na- 
tive of Halifax, Nova Scotia, who had been 
brought to New York by her parents when 
she was seven years old. By this union they 
have a family of eight children—Frazer, Eliz- 
abeth, Clara M., Edward G.,Philip, Cordelia, 
Henrietta and Sanders. All are living but 
Frazer, who enlisted in the army in 1564, and 
has not been heard of sinee, and doubtless 
fills a soldier’s grave in the Sunny South, 

When Acoma was organized, in 1566, our 
subject was elected town clerk and justice of 
the peace, and has held those offices ever 
since, with the exception of a year or two, 
when he was out of the clerk’s office. He 
was for many vears the agent and a director 
of the Minnesota Farmer's Mutual Insurance 
Association, and is now the secretary of the 
Acoma and Lynn Fire Insurance Associa- 
tion. In 1872 he was elected probate judge 
of this county, and filled that office for two 
years; he has always taken a deep interest 
in all school matters. 

On the 27th of November, 1879, Mar. Bon- 


niwell was again marriec, Mrs. Eliza J. 
Atchison, of Illinois, becoming his wife. 
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Both Mr. Bonniwell and his wife are mem- 
bers of the Methodist Episcopal church, and 
he has been class leader in Hutchinson for 
years, and organized the first weekly prayer- 
meeting in that village. He was appointed 
superintendent of the Sabbath-school the 
first Sunday he was here, wiile yet in camp 
on the Hutchinson place. 

Our subject still lives on his beautiful Min- 
nesota home. Helations and friends to the 
number of about sixty-five assembled at the 
home of Mr. bonniwell on the 24th of July, 
1888, to celebrate the seventieth anniversary 
of his birth. 

A portrait of Mr. Bonniwell is presented 
on another page in this Album. 


wi REDERICK LUDWIG. Among the re- 
markable men that reside in McLeod 
county, there is none that has the same talent 
for invention as the subject of this sketch, and 
a recital of his life is proper in this connection. 
He was born in the Kingdom of Prussia, 
February 7, 1838, and is the son of Charles 
and Mary (Maus) Ludwig. Ilis parents had 
a family of four children—the others being 
Augusta, Wilhelmina, and Ferdinand—and, 
with their children, came to the United 
States in 1851. They landed at Quebec, and 
from that place made their way to Chicago 
and to Carver county, Minn., and settled in 
the latter community where the mother died. 
The father afterward came to this county, 
and here his death took place. 

The subject of this memoir was educated 
in lis native land, and there commenced to 
learn the blacksmith’s trade. 


a) 
2) 
os 

s 


On his arrival 
in Carver county he finisned learning his 
craft, and for sixteen vears he followed that 
business, both in Carver and this county, 
coming here in 1873. — Ie is now a resident 
of Rich Valley township. His natural taste 
for mechanics has led him to make many in- 
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ventions and improvements, but the crown- 
ing glory of his life is just finished. In the 
Jast year he invented a return tubular boiler 
with a complete fire-box to fit all locomo- 
tives, that is bound to revolutionize all steam 
engines, as it is the means of saving a larve 
amount of fuel and gives more power. It is 
one of the remarkable inventions of the day. 
Ife received a patent for it November 1, 
1887, and proposes to introduce it at once. 

Mr. Ludwig was married July 22, 1865, to 
Miss Wilhelmina Rakov, a native of Prussia, 
and the daughter of Bullenhagen and Chris- 
tof Rakov. By this union they have had ten 
ehildren—Frank, Lizzie, Lena, Gusta, Anna, 
John, Fred, Minnie, Ilenry and Emily. 

In the discharge of his elective franchise, 
our subject supports the candidates of the 
republican party. Ile is a member in full 
standing of the Lutheran church, and a man 
that has the respect of the whole commu- 
nity. 


XJ\ATHIAS SCHMITZ, the popular | 
<t-\ blacksmith of the village of Stewart, 
is a native Rhenish Prussia, Germany, born 
October 27, 1850, and is the son of Peter 
und Susan (Kiefer) Schmitz. When he was 
but three years of age death deprived him 
of his mother’s care, and he was taken by 
his grandparents to be reared, and remained 
with them, going to school until he had 
completed lis twelfth year. At that eariy 
he started, alone, for the United 
States, and arrived in Chicago, Ill, April 4, 
1863, but as he could find no work there 
went to Northern Indiana, and there was 
emploved about a year. Ilis uncle, in St. 
Paul, then sent for him, but the money sent 
him was given by the man, in whose care it 
was sent, to the wrong party. In December 
he was taken to St. Paul by a friend, and 
went to his father’s homestead, in Hennepin 
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county. His father had come to this country 
after losing his wife, and, after working 
two years in Chicago, went to St. Paul and 
bought property, but shortly after took a 
homestead in Hennepin county, where he 
now lives. 

Mathias lived with his father for about a 
year and a half, but as there was a difference 
of opinion between him and his father’s 
children by his second wife, he left home 
and went to Minneapolis in the spring of 
1865, and worked in a bakery for a few 
months. He then went to St. Louis, where 
he remained two years, working in a ma- 
chine shop. Being taken sick, he lay in the 
hospital, after which he returned to his 
father’s place, and stayed there a year, and 
then, the old trouble breaking out, he, after 
working at harvesting a while, went to 
Minneapolis. Filling in the time in a lumber 
yard, the pineries, and in a saw-mill, until 
the fall of 1869, he then commenced to learn 
his present trade, in St. Paul, after which he 
worked at it in the Harvester Works in that 
city. Coming of age, he received his money 
from his mother’s estate, he being an only 
child, and bought a shop and set up a forge 
of his own, but shortly after rented it, and 
was, for several years thereafter, a driver in 
the St. Paul fire department. His health 
suffering by the confinement, he came to 
Stewart and built a shop and residence, in 
1878, and since July 28th, of that year, has 
made it his home. His was the third house 
put up in the village, and he is now doing 
an extensive business in both blacksmith 
work and wagon making, and also runs a 
hay press. 

Mr. Schmitz was iarried, April 24, 1878, 
to Miss Ilubertine T. Schwartz, a native of 
Germany, and the daughter of Paul and M,. 
G. (Krechel) Schwartz. They are the par- 
ents of five children—Edward N., Alexan- 
der J., Francis A., George A., and Prosper L. 

Our subject isa democrat in his political 


| 
| 
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views, and is a member of the Roman Catho- 
lic church. Ie takes a deep interest in 
educational matters, and has filled the office 
of school treasurer for two terms. 


1 te D-H 


ATHIAS THOENEY, the cashier of 
the First National Bank of Glen- 
coe, is a native of the canton Graubundten, 
Switzerland, born September 14, 1837. He 
remained in the romantic and picturesque 
land of his birth until he was nineteen years 
of age, coming to this country in May, 1857 
He caine to the West, and was employed by 
Knapp, Stout & Co., until the breaking out of 
the war. He then enlisted in Company C, 
Second Minnesota Infantry, and served in 
that famous regiment through all its glori- 
ous record, and came out of the service the 
captain of his old company. Through all 
the campaigns of the armies of the Tennes- 
see and the Cumberland, the Atlanta con- 
flicts, and in the ever memorable march to 
the sea he was with his command. . Ile was | 
wounded in 1863, but not sufficiently to 
cause his withdrawal from the army. Ile 
was discharged, July 18, 1865. 

After his discharge he came to McLeod 
county, and, in company with Hon. A. I. 
Reed, bought out a general merchandise 
store. In 1870 our subject sold out to his 
partner, and began farming. In 1873 he 
was elected to the office of county auditor, 
and held it for ten successive vears. He then 


assumed his present place. Ile was married, 
May 26, 1866, to Miss Fannie Lutz, and they 
are the parents of three children — Minnie, 
Albert and Ilenry. 
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SS DWARD CHEVALIER, & prominent 
sy farmer and stock-raiser of 
township, residing upon section 2s, is a Nae 
tive of Lower Canada, born July 5, bs2d, 
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and is the son of Boziell and Natalie Cheva- | returned to this county and located on the 


lier. Ile was reared in the land of his birth, 
and there lived until 1857, when he left that 
part of America and came to Minnesota. 
He settled on a piece of land six miles west 
of Glencoe, in this county, and lived on it 
for two years, and then removed two miles 
further west. Jere he was farming at the 
time of the Indian outbreak, in 1862, and on 
hearing of it he sent his wife and family to 
Glencoe, for safety, but remained on_ his 
place with his son, Louis, and his hired man, 
William White, to look after the stock. 
Three days after his folks had gone,a Swede 
came to his house in great distress, having 
been chased by six savages, and told his tale 
of horror. He said that he thought that 
the White family were murdered, and the 
man White, who was a nephew of the other 
White, went over to investigate, and found 
the door open about a foot, and the wife of 
the settler lying dead in the opening, shot 
through the breast. He returned to Mr.Cheva- 
lier’s house and reported the facts, and said 
that he feared there were some of the red fiends 
still lurking around. The latter gentleman 
hitched up his team and drove to Glencoe, 
and gave the alarm, and a party of the citi- 
zens went out to see about it. On their ar- 
rival at the house they found the settler with 
his head cut entirely off, and shot through 
the leg. The supposition was that, after re- 
ceiving the bullet, he started to run, and that 
the savages caught him and then severed his 
head from his body. One of the sons 
killed, and his body thrown in the well, and 
one of the daughters was carried off, and 
was never heard of afterward. Mr. Cheva- 
lier sent his family to St. Paul after that, 
and after remaining himself, to help defend 
the village of Glencoe, went to that place, 
Where he stayed about eighteen months, and 
then removed to Sibley county, and in the 
latter made his home for over seventeen 
years. At the expiration of that time he 


Was 


' 


farm, on section 28, where he now is liviny, 
and has made that his home ever since. 

The subject of this sketch and Miss Ma- 
tilda Goulet were married, February 20, 1842, 
and they have had fourteen children, of 
whom eleven survive. The names borne by the 
living are as follows—Louis, Charley, Joseph, 
Alphonse, Willie, Matilda, Minnie, Justeen, 
Mary, Julia and Josephine. The names of 
the deceased are Nelson, Frank and Annie. 
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OHN BLOCK, a successful and well- 
known farmer of Sumter township, was 
born in Germany, and is the son of Philip 
and Caroline (Burdour) Block, who were 
natives of the German Empire. Ile was 
brought to the United States by his parents 
in the spring of 1863, and the family landed 
at Castle Garden, New York City, after a 
voyage that had lasted six weeks. Leaving 
the metropolis for the West, they were the 
unfortunate victims of a railroad disaster, 
the train dropping through a bridge. Two 
brothers of our subject were among the 
killed. The elder of these, Otto, was four 
years old, and the other, Albert, was an in- 
fant in his mother’s arms. Others of the 
family were hurt, but none seriously. The 
sorrowing family came to Milwaukee, and, 
after staying there one winter, came to 
McLeod county, and settled in the town of 
Ilutchinson. The father of our subject was 
one of the industrious men that have helped 
develope this beautiful country, and was a 
consistent and zealous member of the Luth- 
eran church. He occupied an important 
place in the community until taken away by 
death, January 20, 1884. Tle was the parent 
of six children—Minnie, Mrs. H. Ewald: 
Bertha, Mrs. John Ewald; August, who mir- 
ried Miss Mary Smith; John, Otto and Al- 
bert. 
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county, and at the age of fourteen years he 
commenced his life Jabor on his father’s 
farm. Ile has followed the farm life ever 
since, and has a pleasant home. He was 
married in 1879 to Miss Emma _ Schultz, 
a native of Wisconsin, born in January, 
1860. She is the daughter of Fred. Schultz, 
whocame to this county at an early day. 
Mr. and Mrs. Block are the parents of seven 
children — Bertha, Otto, Adolph, Willie, 
Clara, George (deceased), and Louis (de- 
ceased). Mr. Block is a democrat in his 
political faith, and a strong adherent of the 
principles of that party. 


<RANCIS NEWMAN, a fine specimen of 
the hardy and thrifty Scandinavian 
farmers that have been such important fac- 
tors in the upbuilding of the whole North- 
west, is a resident of the town of Bergen, 
and has his home on section 16. He was 
born in Smaland, Sweden, December 25, 
1831, and is the son of John and Mary 
(Jacobson) Newman, both of whom died in 
the land of vheir birth. 

Francis was reared upon a farm, and re- 
ceived his education in the common schools 
of that country. Ie was accustomed to ag- 
ricultural labor from his earliest youth, and 
has demonstrated that he learned it thor- 
oughly. He entered the army of his native 
land, and served there for the regulation five 
years. In 1867 he decided to tseek in the 
New World a new home, and, borrowing 
S380 of some relatives in this country, he 
and his family crossed the ocean on a 
steamer. On landing on the hospitable 
shores of America, he set out at once for this 
county, and bought eighty acres of land on 
section 16, in Bergen,and has made this his 
home ever since. Being totally inexperi- 
enced in the ways of the pioneer, it came 


John Block received his education in this 
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hard for him the first few years, and the 
family were called on to suffer many priva- 
tions. His first labor was to build up a rail 
crib, in which they could sleep until he could 
get a cabin erected. The latter built, he 
went to work with all his energy to clear the 
land and prepare it for cultivation, that he 
might be enabled to pay off all his indebted- 
ness, Which hesoon did, owing to his industry 
and diligence. The result of his labors is that 
at present he has a fine farm of 120 acres of 
excellent land and well improved. 

Mr. Newman and Miss Bertman, the latter 
born in Sweden, in 1826, were united in mar- 
riage, in Sweden, and by this union there 
have been born a family of nine children, 
Whose names are as follows—John Orren, 
born in Sweden, June 3, 1852, and died the 
same month; Charles Edward, born October 
13, 1853; Axel Julius, born January 9, 1856, 
and died the next month; Charlotte Augus- 
ta, born May 4, 1857; Swen John, born Jan- 
uary 22, 1860 ; Caroline Albertina, born May 
31, 1862, and died September 30, 1863; Jen- 
nie Caroline, born August 31, 1864; Andrew 
Gilbert, born in Bergen, November 9, 1867 ; 
and Addie Julia, born November 2, 1870. 

Our subject is a republican in his political 
faith, and has held the office of clerk of the 
school district for fifteen years. He is a 
prominent member of the Lutheran chureh, 
and a representative citizen of the township 
in which he lives. 


"TY OHN N. LESTER, one of the oldest set- 
=} tlers of the county, came here in June, 
1856, arriving at Glencoe the 18th of the 
month, and two days later, took up a claim 
on section 2, in the town of Bergen. He 
brought his family here, and, August 17th, 
settled on what is now known as “ Lester's 
Prairie,” which was named after his wife, 
Mrs. Maria Lester, the first white woman to 
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set foot upon it. Pitching his tent, Mr. Les- 
ter commenced cutting hay to winter the 
stock which he had brought from Manito- 
woe, Wis. This done, he put up a log cabin 
in which to shelter his family, and broke 
some land. In October, 1856, the brother- 
in-law of Mr. Lester, Nelson Adams, died, 
the first death in Bergen. The family re- 
mained on this farm until 1862, when they 
moved to Ilutchinson, that the children 
might have the advantages of schools. While 
there the Indian outbreak occurred, and the 
house they had been living in was burned by 
the savages. They were inthe stockade, but 
lost all their possessions except the clothes 
they had on. Mr. Lester returned to Mlinois 
that fall, and remained there until 1866, 
when he moved back to this county, and 
built a new house, and made his home here 
until his death, which took place here April 


1, 1871. He was a native of St. Lawrence 
county, N. Y., and was born about 1812. 


llis father, Edward Lester, was one of the 
foree that took Fort Ticonderoga. 

John Lester removed to Chicago i in 1832, 
and took up a claim within a fare miles of 
that place. In 1847 he came to Winnebago 
county, Wis., and from there to Manitowoe, 
in the same State, where he lived until com- 
ing to this county. Ife was aman of mark 
in the community, and held many offices of 
honor and trust in the county and town, and 
died regretted by all. Ile was the parent of 
six children, threeof whom are still living — 
Lewis W., John W. and Frank F. 

Lewis W. Lesrer, one of the sons, is the 
present county auditor. 
Clintonville, St. Lawrence county, 
was born February 1, 1539. 


N. Y., and 
He lived with 


his parents until 1859, and can distinetly re- 


member driving the cattle when they came 
to Minnesota, and the appearance of the 
country, In the spring of 1859, when he 
started out for himself, he returned to Wis- 
consin, and there taught school for five 


Ile is a native of 
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months. In 1860 he went to Chicago, wha 
he was engaged in the stock business unt} 


1862, when he came back to the parenta| 
roof, arriving there August 14, three day. 
before the Indian outbreak. Tle went wits, 


the family to Illinois, but returned here is 
1867, and in the fall of 1870 was elected ree. 
ister of deeds for the county, and held that 
office for eivht years. In 1879 he was chosen 
county treasurer, and occupied that position 
four years. In 1886 he was elected to the 
office of auditor, which he holds at present, 

The subject of this sketch was united in 
marriage September 13, 1880, to Miss Mary 
A. Colby. Mr. Lester is a member of Glen- 
coe Lodge, No. 36, A. O. U. W., and is the 
present Financier of that body. 


\,EWIS P. HARRINGTON, the present 
28 

XS, eflicient superintendent of the county 
schools, is a resident of the village of Huteh- 
inson, where, as one of the irertibers of the 
firm of Sargent & Harrington, he is engaved 
in the purchase and sale of real estate. Ile 
is a native of Hennepin county, Minn., born 


October 7, 1854, and is the son of William 
B.and Sarah (Gilson) Harrington. A sketch 


of his parents, who were early settlers in this 
county, is given in the pages of this Ane, 
elsewhere. The father of our subject ran 
the Glendale (now the Merchants) Iotel, in 
company with his son-in-law, T. H. Pender- 
east, until his death, but after his decease 
his widow exchanged the house for a resi- 
dence property. 

Lewis, after his father’s death, remained 
with his mother, attending school. At the 
age of seventeen he commenced teachings 
part of the time, and still pursued his studies. 
On attaining his majority he adopted the 
profession of teaching, and has always fol- 
lowed it until his election to the office of 
superintendent in 1883. ITis services in this 
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position proving eminently satisfactory, he 
was elected his own successor on the expira- 
tion of his term, in 1886. In 1881, in com- 
pany with H. D. Records, he purchased the 
drug business of James Bennett, and was con- 
nected with that establishment until the 
spring of 1884, when he disposed of his inter- 
est therein. The partnership with T. T. 
Sargent was formed in 1886, and they now 
carry on quite an extensive business in real 
estate, loans and insurance. 

Mr. Harrington was united in marriage, 
July 5, 1882, with Miss Mary Groshorng, the 
daughter of Francis L. and Hannah Gros- 
horng. 

By his strict attention to the duties of his 
office and his labors in the school room, My. 
Harrington has won golden opinions and is 
one of the most popular citizens in the 
county. Ile was one of the prime movers in 
the institution of Hassan Lodge, No. 109, I. 
O. O. F., in the village, and was one of its 
charter members. He is also a member of 
IIutchinson Lodge, No. 97, A. O. U. W. 


aw 


RANK D. FIMAN, of the village of 
O- Silver Lake, is the son of Frank and 
Ketie Fiman, natives of Bohemia, and was 
born in that country, June 12, 1844. He 
was reared in that picturesque land, and 
went to school until he was fourteen years 
ofage. Onattaining his maturity he served 
in the Austrian army for three years, nine 
months and twenty-seven day$, and at the 
expiration of his service, came to the United 
States, with bis parents, in 1870, landing in 
New York, October 17th. The family 
settled in the town of Rich Valley, MeLeod 
county, arriving here October 26, 1870. 

The subject of this sketch went to work 
the following December for Asa Lb. ILntchin- 
son, the renowned singer, and one of the 


founders of the village of Hutchinson, and | by his parents, who had a family of six chil- 
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was in his employ two years, on his farm. 
After a few weeks spent in work for the 
Hastings & Dakota Telegraph Company, 
he went home, and remained there a short 
time. Removing then to the vicinity of 
Mimneapolis, he entered the employ of 
Stephen Pratt, to work on his dairy farm, 
and continued with him for five years. At 
the expiration of that time he returned to 
this county, and located on the farm, in Rich 
Valley township, that he had purchased pre- 
viously, and where his family had resided 
for three years, and took to agricultural labor 
for himself. Here he remained until 1883, 
when he purchased a business house, a dwell- 
ing and twenty acres of land in the village 
of Silver Lake, and is now running a saloon, 
and patent medicine store, and has built and 
operates a neat dancing booth near by. 

Mr. Fiman was married, March 1, 1875, 
to Mrs. Josephine (Zeleny) Havlik, a native 
of Moravia, Austria, and the widow of Josef 
Havlik. She had three children by her first 
marriage—Frank, Josef and Charles, the last 
named of whom is dead—and by her union 
with our subject is the mother of three chil- 
dren—Charles Frank, born February 1, 1879; 
Anna Josephine, born February 5, 1552; 
and Edward F., born August 27, 1856. 

Mr. Fiman held the office of assessor in 
the town of Rich Valley, while a resident of 
that place. IIe has a fine farm of 187 acres, 
besides his village property, and is growing 
wealthy as a result of his successful business 
management, 
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Ta>REDERICK H. KUHLMANN, 

“os gressive farmer of the town of Der- 
gen, was born in Prussia, Germany, August 
11, 1853, and isthe son of William and Marie 
(Bullis) Kuhlmann. When he was but nine 
months old he was brought to this country 
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drenat thetime. They landed at Baltimore, 
Md., whence they went to Pittsburgh, Pa., 
and there remained some fifteen months. In 
1855 the family came to Minnesota, and set- 
tled on Government land in Scott county, 
where the father lived until 1883, when he 
was.called from this world by death, and 
there the mother is still living. 

The subject of our narrative remained be- 
neath the parental roof until he had attained 
the age of twenty-four years, assisting In the 
tillage of the father’s farm, and inrunninga 
threshing machine which he owned. He had 
received the elements of his education in 
the common schools of this State. February 
9.1877, he was united in marriage to Miss 
Mary Ernst, a native of Wisconsin, born 
August 1, 1855, and at once came to this 
county, and settled in the town of Bergen. 
He at first located on section 2, but three 
years later he moved to his present farm, on 
section 5, and on that and the adjoining 
one has now some eighty acres of finely cul 
tivated land. 

Mr. Kuhlmann and his wife ave the par- 
ents of four children—Augusta Marie, born 
June 19,1878; Martha Matilda. born March 
11, 1879, died September 14, 1879; Frederick 
William, born July 18, 1880; and. Marie 
Louise, born October 30, 1883. The family 
are members of the German [Evangelical 
church, and are zealous Christian people. 
The care of a practiced farmer is shown 
throughout the place of Mr. Kuhlmann, 
and it isa farm to be proud of. 


: RADFORD MOORE BERFIELD, one 
of the successful and progressive agri- 


culturists of Bergen township, is a native of 
the State of Minnesota, having been born 
in Carver county, March 21, 1858. Ile is 
the son of Isaac and Arabella Uildebrand) 
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Berfield, who were early settlers in that 
part of the State. 

The subject. of this memoir was reared he- 
neath the parental roof, and received his edu- 
cation in the common schools of the country. 
A part of the time he spent in Ohio, but the 
most of it was passed in this State. Attain. 
ing maturer years, he learned the carpenter. 
ing trade, and afterward that of steam en- 
gineering, and has worked at both of these 
in Minnesota, Dakotaand Canada. He went 
to the latter place in 1881, and was there em- 
ployed,at Winnepeg and Thunder Bay, at 
his trade. On returning to “the States,” in 
1885, he found employment as engineer 
of the roller flouring mill at Aberdeen, 
Dak., where he remained for over a year. 
In November, 1886, he came back to this 
vicinity, and engaged in carpentering at 
Plato until the spring of 1887, when he came 
to Lester Prairie Station. He is now em- 
ploved in mercantile pursuits, haying en- 
tered the employ of Henemann & Bergmann. 
He is a democrat in his political views, and 
adheres closely to the tenets of that organi-, 
zation. 
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ENRY BIERMANN, a prominent and 
“yf leading farmer of the town of Helen, 
has his home on seetion 32. He has a fine 
farm of 240 acres of rich and fertile land, 
and is prosperous and thrifty. He was born 
beneath the genial skies of the German 
Fatherland, September 4, 1855, and is the 
son of Frederick and Mena (Basemann) 
Biermann, natives, also, of Germany. Ile 
was reared in his native land, and there 
received the education that is the right of 
every youth of that empire. In 1871, when 
but sixteen years of age, he embarked for 
America, and, crossing the stormy Atlantic, 
landed at New York. There he remained 
six months, engaged as a car keeper, but 
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later went to Chicago, and worked asa house 
painter for a term of three years. 

Coming to Minnesota in 1874, he settled 
in McLeod county, in the town of Helen, 
where he now resides, and commenced farm- 
ing on his own account, and has prospered 
as he merits. He was married March 13, 
1884, to Miss Mente Voss, a native of Green 
Isle, Minn., and daughter of Llenry and 
Anna Voss. They are the parents of two 
children, both boys, whose names are Henry 
and William. Our subject is a consistent 
member of the Evangelical Lutheran church, 
and an honorable, upright man, respected by 
ali. In his political views he is in accord 
with the republican party, and supports the 
candidates presented by that organization. 

The parents of Mr. Biermann came to the 
United States in 1872, and located in Chi_ 
cago. The father died in Minnesota, Decem. 
ber 11, 1852, and the mother, who resides 
with her son, is a most estimable lady, a true 
Christian, and a bright example to the rising 
generation. Mr. Biermann has no aspira- 
tions for political office, preferring the quiet 
of his own fireside and the attention to his 
own business that it demands. 


OHN A. MOFFETT, a leading farmer of 
the town of South Hutchinson, living 
upon section was born in Schuyler 
county, — Il, -January 4, 1847. His 
parents, Willis G., and Caroline (Stone) 
Moffett, were natives of Kentutky’s * Dark 
and Bloody Ground.” In 1852. the 
family came to St. Anthony, Minn, and 
located on a farin about four miles south of 
Where Minneapolis now stands. There the 
father engaged in farming, and lad his home 
until July 17, 1875, when he was taken away 
by the death angel. The mother of our sub- 
ject survived her husband until March 18, 
1832 
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When she too passed away. 
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The subject of this sketch was reared to 
man’s estate beneath the parental rooftree, 
and was given every advantage at his dispo- 
salin the way of obtaining an education. In 
1871 he left home, and after working in 
that neighborhood for a short time came to 
McLeod county, and purchased a farm on 
section 32, of the same township, where he 
now lives. Two years later he sokl out 
and moved into the village of Hutchinson, - 
and operated the meat market. One year 
of this and then he purchased his present 
handsome farm, to which he moved and has 
made his home eyer since, 

Mr. Moffett was united in marriage, April 
15,1868, with Miss Nettie L. Rollins, the 
daughter of Evander F. and Nancy H. 
(Works) Rollins, and a native of Maine. 
She died May 27, 1888, leaving ten children 
to mourn the loss that they sustained. The 
children’s names are—Willis F., Joseph E., 
Uarris A., Samuel R., Walter B., Roland A., 
James A., Carrie L., Evander and Minnie E. 
Mrs. Moffett followed her fatheracross death’s 
threshold very closely, his steps passing it 
March 18, 1887. Her mother is living in 
Hutchinson. 

During the Indian troubles, our subject 
was too far from the savages to feel at all 
alarmed, but Titus Littlejohn, a brother-in- 
law, was killed by them at Sauk Center, dur- 
ine the outbreak. 
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OSIAH S. REESE. Perhaps there is in 


the town of Lynn no more enterprising 


and thorough-going farmer, or more promi- 
nent and influential citizen than the eentle- 
When 


he came to this county in the spring of Is72, 


man of whom this memoir is written, 


he was a poor man, his only possessions con- 
sisting of a voke of oxen, two cows, a couple 
of pigs and the small sum of 75 cents; vet, by 
industry and economy he has sueceeded in 
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raising his family from poverty to affluence 
and comfort. He has a handsome and well- 
cultivated farm of 220 acres of Jand, and has 
erected upon it a neat frame cottage, two 
good granaries, three machine sheds, black- 
smith shop, creamery, wind-mill. and a barn 
seventy feet long. The place is adorned by 
a beautiful grove of trees, covering four acres, 
which is the result of his own planting. 

Mr. Reese was born near Fairmount, 
W. Va., November 9, 1845, and is the son of 
William and Elizabeth (Mathews) Reese. His 
parents were natives of Pennsylvania, who 
had moved to that part of the “Old Domin- 
ion.” About a vear subsequent to the birth 
of oursubject, his father and mother returned 
to the State where they were born, and made 
their home in Washington county for about 
ten years. In 1857 the family came to Min- 
nesota, and Jocated in the town of Young 
America, Carver county, where Josiah re- 
mained with them until coming to McLeod 
county. On his arrival here he purchased a 
claim to eighty acres of land, on section 82, 
Lynn township, and has lived here ever since. 

November 12, 1871, Mr. Reese wedded 
Miss Jane Burton, the daughter of George 
and Sarah Burton, and a native of England. 
They have been the parents of eight children, 
as follows—Clara L., born January 26, 
1873; Bertha J., born December 20, 1876, and 
died the 27th of the same month; Charles 
Edward, born January 12, 1880, and died Au- 
gust 26, 1881; Abbie Janet, born December 
3, 1882; Etta May. born October 17, 1884, 
and died Avril 20, 1885; Sarah i., born Feb- 
ruary 25, 1887; and twins that died unnamed, 
but a few days old, which were born Febru- 
ary2y,. 1875. 

The subject of this sketeh has always 
taken a deep interest in all public affairs, and, 
having the entire confidence of the commu- 
nity, has been called upon to labor in the pub- 
lic service. Ile is the present incumbent of 
the office of chairman of the town board, and 
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has held it for some eight years. He was juts. 


tice of the peace and clerk of the school dis. 
trict, fortwo years. Deing insympathy with, 
the struggling masses, the producers of the 
world’s wealth, he was prominently identified 
with the Grange movement, and is the presi. 
dent of the county branch of the Farmer's 
Alliance. Although he devotes considera: 
time and attention to these outside duties, 
still he has never neglected the management 
and adornment of his piace, which retlects 
great credit upon the owner by the air of 
thrift and prosperity that pervades it. 
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First National Bank of Glencoe, and one 
of the most prominent and representative 
citizens of that village, is a native of Wabash 
county, Ind., born October 15, 1850, and is 
the son of Ephraim and Diantha (Kutlle) 
Latta. His father was a native of Pennsyl- 
vania, and his mother of Ohio. 

Our subject is the great-grandson of the 
celebrated Adam Poe, whose history is so 
largely a part of the early annals of Ohio. 
Ilis grandmother, Sarah Jvuftle, who died in 
Congress, Wayne county, Ohio, January, 
1888, had lived under the administration of 
every president from Washington to Cleve- 
land, being ninety-seven years of age at her 
death. She lived to see the fifth generation 
of her descendants, the eldest of the last 
being some fifteen years old when her demise 
occurred. 

Ephraim Latta moved to Ohio when a 
young man, and was by trade a blacksmith 
and edged tool manufacturer, and followed 
that trade inthe * Buckeye State.” Later 
in life he removed to Wabash county, Ind., 
and lived ona farm until his death, in 1566, 
being then fifty-three years of age. Ilis 
wife lived there until March, 1874. 

The subject of this personal history re- 


a A. LATTA, the vice-president of the 
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ceived his education in‘the common schools 
of the country, and after his father’s death 
remained at home upon the farm until he 
was twenty years old. Ife then started for 
Silver Lake, Ind., with the intention of 
attending college, but on his -arriyal there 
abandoned the idea and went into business 
with his brother, and remained in trade with 
him about a year and a half. Going to 
Peru, Ind., he entered the Howe Sewing 
Machine factory, where he took contracts 
and operated with success for two years. In 
the spring of 1873 he went to IXansas, but, 
after looking that country over and invest- 
ing in some real estate, returned to Indiana 
where he was not actively engaged for the 
the next couple of years. In the summer of 
1876, he came to Glencoe, and remained until 
fall when he returned to Indiana, but in May, 
1877, came back to the village and bought a 
half-interest in the lumber business of B. 
Griswold, his brother-in-law. Three years 
later he purchased the interest of his partner, 
having, the previous year, established 
branches at Brownton, Stuart, and Bird Isl- 
and. The business proved quite a success 
in his hands, and he remained in it until his 
health gave way, and, although he was doing 
extremely well in a financial sense, he sold 
out and took a trip to California to recuper- 
ate. Five months later he returned, but has 
not actively engaged in business since. 
When the First National Bank was organized 
in 1881, he was elected vice-president, and 
has filled that office ever since. 

In 1883, in company with At L. Martin, he 
established a brick manufactory at Minnea- 
polis, and for four years carried on a large 
and lucrative business, making 2,000,000 
brick per annum. 

December 28, 1880, Mr. Latta was united 
in marriage with Miss Lizzie N. Snyder, of 
Glencoe, a daughter of A. J. and Priscilla 
Snyder. By this union there have been born 
two children—Florence and Edna. Both he 
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and his estimable wife are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal chureh. 

In the fall of 1887 Mr. Latta made a second 
trip to California with his family, and made 
some investments in real estate, as that coun- 
try was rapidly growing in wealth and pop- 
ulation, and property increasing in value. 
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Z}OSEPH RANGE, farmer, who is living 
on section 15, of Glencoe township, was 
born in Germany, May 16, 1845, and is the 
son of John and Dora (Ehreshon) Range. 
Ilis parents, who were natives of the same 
empire, came to this country in 1868, and 
settled in Cook county, Ill., where the father 
died in 1869. Ile was reared and educated 
in the land of his birth, and after finishing 
his schooling, which was excellent, he was 
employed at farming until 1868, when, bid- 
ding adieu to the Fatherland, he sought the 
chance for success in life denied him in the 
old home, and sailed for the shores of 
America. Landing at New York, he left for 
Chicago, at once, and for five years was em- 
ployed upon a farm in the vicinity. Having 
a desire to engage in mercantile life in Chi- 
cago, he embarked in the flour and feed 
business there, and for a period of five vears 
continued in that line. Iis next venture 
was to obtain a farm near the city, and he 
tilled its soil for seven years. With a view 
to the betterment of his fortune, he then sold 
out and came to this county, and located on 
the place where he now lives. This was in 
1883. 

Mr. Range was married, June 23, 1871, to 
Miss Sophia Pehling, a native of Hlinois, and 
a daughter of Philip and Dora (Kramer) 
Pehling. They are the parents of four chil- 
dren, who bear the names of Dora, Philip, 
Lizzie, and Anna. The father and mother 
of Mrs. Range were natives of Germany. 
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They came to this country in 1853, and now 
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live in Illinois. Mr, Range’s cat ae sein | Rieti! Fr faiaeickstniea: Gettysbury 


with him, 

Our subject is a warm and zealous member 
of the German Evangelical Lutheran church 
and anuctive and consistent Christian, who 
does not hesitate to devote time or money to 
all good work. The whole family bear 
membership in the same denomination. In 
his politics he is a staunch adherent to the 
democratic party and its principles, although 
he has but little aspirations for public office. 
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Kas, EORGE THOM, a prominent and en- 
co] terprising farmer, living on section 7, 
Penn township, first settled there on coming 
to this county, in January, 1866.. Ile was 
born in Aberdeenshire, Scotland, August 24, 
1836, and is the son of Francis and Margaret 


{Cragin) Thom. Jfe was reared in “the 
Land of Heather” until he was twenty 


years of age, but, in 1856, he bade a farewell 
to the old home, and sought, in the new 
country of the Northwestern States, the for- 
tune that he could not reach in the land of 
his nativity. On landing in this country, 
he came directly to Kenosha, Wis., with his 
parents, and resided with them there for 
two vears. At the end of that time the 
family removed to Steele county, Minn., 
where the parents still live. 

George Thom, who had received a com- 
mon education in the parish schools of his 
native land, early in life took up life’s duties, 
and assisted his father in farming. While 
living with the old folks, on the farm in 
Steele county, he enlisted in Company G, 
First Minnesota Infantry, May 17, 1861, 
under Captain Lewis Melkune. He partici- 
pated in all the engagements where that 
most gallant and w ell. known regiment car- 
ried its flag to victory. Bull Run, Y ork- 
town, Fair Oaks, Savage’s Station, White 
Oak Swamp, Seven Pines, Malvern IUill 
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a host of others, crowd upon the mind when 
reviewing the roll of honor of the “(4 
First.” Ife was discharged with the rem. 
nant of the band of heroes, at Fort Snelling, 
April 28, 1864, and returned to his home. 

January 30, 1566, he was united in 
riage with Miss Maria Hall, a native of 
Steuben county, N. Y., born March 20, 1s45, 
and the daughter of Isaac and Jemima 
(Gorsline) Hall. Her parents had moved tu 
Wisconsin, in 1856, and from there, in 1s¢4, 
to Steele county, Minn. By their union Mr. 
and Mrs. Thom are the parents of three 
children— Dora, born November 19, 1866; 
Sherman, born July 50, 1870; and Robert, 
born May 28, 1881. 


Mur 
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ILLIAM SCHULTZ, a farmer, hay 
ing his residence on section 13, 
South Hutchinson township, is a native of 
Prussia. He was born November 19; 1847, and 
is the son of Frederick and Caroline (Wildt) 


Schultz. His father was born in the Grand 
Duchy of Mecklenburg, but his mother’s 


nativity was in Prussia. While he was still 
a child, in 1856, the family immigrated to 
America, and after a stormy passage landed 
at Castle Garden, New York City. Passing 
right through the metropolis, they came 
West, stopping to work some nine months in 
Chicago, and settled in Lake county, Hl. 
where the father engaged in farming. 

The subject of our sketch took advantage 
of every opportunity to go to school, both in 
Chicago and elsewhere. In 1861, the father 
and family came to McLeod county, and here 
the father homesteaded 160 aeres of land on 
section 23, South Hutchinson township, 
where he was living when the angel of death 
brought his summons, in July, 1865. The 
family had the usual experience of the pic- 
neers during the Indian troubles. 
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In the spring of 1862, William left home, 
to battle for himself, going to the vicinity of 
Minneapolis, where he was employed on a 
farm until after harvest. In the fall of that 
year he enlisted in Company F, Tirst Minne- 
sota Mounted Rangers, under Captain Dan- 
iels, and served until discharged in Decem- 
ber, 1865. 

Ile then returned to McLeod county and 
commenced farm work on the family home- 
stead, his father being indisposed. After 
the death of the latter, our subject became 
the mainstay of the family. In 1874, he de- 
termined to establish a home of his own, 
and accordingly took the place where he 
now lives under the homestead act, and June 
1, 1874, was united in marriage with Miss 
Lizzie Rogers, the daughter of John and 
Steno (Ilaunke) Rogers, and a native of Tlli- 
nois. Dy this union they have had four chil- 
dren—I'rederick, Walter, Clara, and Ella. 

Mr. Schultz has filled the office of county 
commissioner most acceptably for six years, 
and is a very popular man in the commun- 
ity. He has a fine farm of 320 acres of 
land, all well improved, and is one of the 
most prominent citizens of the county. 
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ON. FELTON VOLLMER. <Among 
“f. the prominent citizens of the county 
of McLeod that are identified with its his- 
tory inan official capacity, there are few that 
are better or more widely known than the 
subject of this memoir, A member of the 
State House of Representatives one term, 
and of the State Senate for two, besides 
having oceupied several minor offices, fully 
justifies his ttle to the adjective, promi- 
nent. He was born at Neuburg, Bavaria, 
Germany, August 27, 1846, and is the son of 
David and Mary (Wolters) Vollmer. 

The father of the subject of our sketch is 
a native of Bavaria, Germany, born July 29, 
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1814, and was, by trade, a glazier, in the 
Tatherland. In 1852, feeling convinced that 
in the less thickly settled New World he 
would find a fairer field for his efforts, and 
those of his growing boys, he embarked 
with his wife and family of four children, 
haying lost one in its infancy, and crossing 
the briny deep, landed in New York. They 
spent thirty-nine days on the vessel, most of 
the ships at that time using sails only. From 
the metropolis they came directly West, and 
located at Fort Wayne, Ind., where the 
father followed carpentering. In 1856, Mr. 
Vollmer, Sr., came to Minnesota on a pros- 
pecting tour, and remained a year. In May, 
1857, the family removed to this State and 
located in St. Paul. There the father found 
employment in Prince’s Mill until February 
17, 1862, when he felt called on to enlist in de- 
fence of the country of his adoption. En- 
rolling himself in Company FE, Fifth Min- 
nesota Infantry, he served with that gallant 
band of heroes through the sanguinary con- 
flicts at Juka, Corinth, Raymond, Jackson. 
and the siege of Vicksburg. During the 
latter he received a sunstroke that incapaci- 
pated him from further exertions, and he was 
transferred to the Invalid Corps, and finally 
discharged April 11, 1864. On returning to 
Minnesota, he located on a homestead near 
Watertown, Carver county, but three years 
later moved into that village and opened a 
cabinet-making shop. There he remained 
until the fall of 1868, when he came to 
Winsted township, this county, and bought 
a saw-mill. To this he added a grist-mill, 
which was destroyed by fire in 1876. Ilere 
he is living at the present, quietly retired 
from the busy cares of active life, and enjoy- 
ing the fruits of a well-spent number of 
years, being now seventy-four years old; his 
estimable wife having reached her seventy- 
second year. 

Mr. Vollmer had simply Jaid the founda- 
tions of his education previous to coming to 
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St. Paul, and there attended the Washington 
school for nearly four years. Jknowing that 
the printer's trade is almost equivalent to a 
liberal education, he commenced in Novem- 
ber, 1860, to learn “ the art preservative of all 
arts,” in the office of the 7 oneer, where he 
remained until November, 1866, when he, in 
partnership with M. It. Prendergast, started 
the ZeSueur Courter, in which he continued 
to be interested until June 1, 1871, at which 
date he sold out to W. Rh. Colton. He then 
removed to Winsted, and entered into his 
present business, that of operating the saw- 
and grist-mill in that place. 

Mr. Vollmer was married, November 28, 
1871, to Miss Hattie Cosby, at Northfield, 
this State. The lady is a native of Indiana, 
and the daughter of Benjamin and Sarah 
(Souders) Cosby. By this union they have 
had five children—Meda (deceased), Charles 

Rutherford, Ada, Roy and Robert. 

Our subject has held the office of justice 
of the peace for eight years, that of supervisor 
for three terms, and has served on the school 
board continually. Im 1876 he was chosen 
to represent this district in the Lower House 
of the State Legislature, and in 1882 was 
elected to the State Senate, and was a mem- 
ber during the session of 1883 and 1885. He 
is the present president of the village board, 
having held that position for two terms. A 
portrait of this gentleman is presented in 
this arsum as that of one of the leading 
and representative men of the county. 
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"YT OHN H. GETCHELL, one of the earliest 
é settlers of this county, and one of its most 
respected citizens, is a resident of the town 
of Glencoe, living on section 6. He is a 
native of Machias, Washington county, Me. 
His early years were spent in the place of 
his birth until his twentieth year, when he 
adopted a seafaring life. Ie followed that 
calling, off and on, for some eight years, but 
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in November, 1849, when the excitement of 
the discovery of the gold fields of California 
unsettled the country, he, like many others, 
sought in that land the coveted dust. For 
two years he delved in the rich placers and 
on the river bars, principally in the Ameri- 
can River district, turning up the glittering 
sand. In 1852, he returned to his home, and 
there was engaged in lumbering until 1855, 
when he came to Minneapolis, and, leaving 
his wife and child there, pushed out into the 
wilderness west of the “ Big Woods” and 
found in McLeod county the place suited to 
his mind. November 5th, he made a claim 
on section 6, Glencoe township, the place 
where he now lives. He brought his family 
here in June following and made a perma- 
nent settlement, and on the eleventh of that 
month turned the first sod in the country 
west of Glencoe. He and his cousin, War- 
ren Getchell, had come here together, and 
they had built a cabin in common, but in 
October he had a house of his own erected 
and moved into it, and had some fifty acres 
broken. 

All went well with the exception of the 
necessary hardships endured by all pioneers, 
until the time of the Indian massacre, and 
then they had the same experience as the 
other residents of this vicinity. He took his 
family to Chaska, and left them there and re- 
turned to Glencoe. In October he brought 
the family back, and since that time has made 
his home here. 

Mr. Getchell was united in marriage, Oc- 
tober 25, 18538, with Miss Mary E. Merritt, 
a native of Eastport, Me., and the daughter 
of Rufus and Susan (Babcock) Merritt. Doth 
of her parents are deceased, her father dying 
April 1, 1848, and her mother May 21, 
1886. By this union there have been eleven 
children born, whose names are as follows—— 
Ella M., Marshall T., Edwin R., Belle M., 
Ira G., Jennie V., Eugene FE., Minnie W., 
annie M., Austin J. and Ray D. 
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ON. ANDREW P. FITCH, the present 

efficient judge of probate of McLeod 
county, came to Glencoe from Hastings, and 
located here September 23, 1868. IIe opened 
an office at once for the practice of law, and 
the same fall was elected county attorney 
on the democratic ticket. Tle held that im- 
portant position for two years, and after- 
ward gave his whole attention to his in- 
creasing law practice. In the fall of 1575, 
he was chosen to represent this district in 
the State Legislature, and served one term. 
Jhe next autumn he was again elected to the 
office of county attorney, serving this time 
for three successive terms. In 1886, Mr. 
Fitch was called upon to assume the duties 
of the office of judge of probate, which he 
holds at present. The judge has always been 
a prominent figure in the political life of this 
county, and for the last six years has been 
chairman of the democratic county com- 
mittee. He was also elected town clerk in 
the spring of 1876, and held that oflice for 
some five years. In all that relates to the 
educational interests of the village, the Judge 
is ever active and prominent, and has given 
much of his time and talent to the cause. 
He has served on the school board nearly 
ever since his coming here, and is the present 
secretary of that body. 

Judge Fitch was born in Ypsilanti, Mich., 
November 11, 1839, and is the son of Tess 
and Rhoda 8. (Parker) Fitch, both of whom 
were natives of the Empire State, the father 
of Cooperstown and the mother of Syracuse. 
His parents had emigrated to the wilds of 
Michigan in 1838, where the father carried 
on the blacksmith’s business at Y psilanti, 
until 1840. From there he removed to Fitch- 
ville, Ohio, at which place he carried on the 
sane trade for three years more. <At the 
expiration of that time, the family removed 
to Rugele’s Corners,Ohio.where Mr. Fitch, the 
elder, engaged in the mercantile business. In 
1848, he commenced keeping hotel at Troy, 
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Ohio, but in 1851 came west to Genesco, Henry 
county, Ill., where he took up Government 
land, and opened up a farm upon which he 
made his home for a number of years. - In 
1873, he moved to Hastings, Minn., where he 
liv a until he passed to those “dim chambers 
in the silent halls of death” in 1883. His 
estimable wife, who still survives him, yet 
has her home there. 

Andrew P. Fitch remained with his parents 
until 1860, receiving in his youth the ele- 
ments of a good common-school education, 
but in that year entered the law office of 
George IH. Parker, of Davenport, lowa,where 


ihe remained until October 18, 1861, when he 


enlisted in Company K, Eleventh Jowa In- 
fantry, and served with that gallant regiment 
in the famous Seventeenth Corps, for three 
years. Ile participated in the battle of Shi- 
loh, sieges of Corinth and Vicksburg, and the 
Atlanta campaign. He acted as postmaster 
of the corps for a time, and was mustered 
out, October 18, 1864. He then returned to 
Hastings, this State, and resumed his law 
studies in the oflice of Clagget & Crosby, and 
was admitted to the bar in 1866. Ile was’ 
elected justice of Hastings, and held that 
position for two years, but in 1868 came to 
Glencoe. 

Judge Fitch was united in marriage, July 
7, 1866, with Miss Anna Dezell, of Hastings; 
they have one child, Stella I., born May 31, 
1867. Heis amember of the Masonic fra- 
ternity, and held the office of master of [lope 
Lodge for eight years. Ife was a charter 
member of Glencoe Chapter, and is a mem- 
ber of Zion Commandery of Minneapolis. 
IIe was a charter member, also, of Glencoe 
Lodge, Ancient Order United Workinen. 
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é AMES F. WITHEE, one of the intelligent 
YJ and enterprising farmers of the town of 
Glencoe, living on section 7, is a native of 
Somerset county, Me. Ile is the son of 
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John H. and Mary (Washburn) Withee, and 
was born July 18, 1834. Ilis parents were 
both natives of that same State; the father, 
born in 1800, died September 1, 1884; the 
mother, born in October, 1798, died in 1875. 
When our subject was some seven or eight 
years old, his parents took him to Madison, 
in that State, and there he remained until 
Mareh, 1854, when he removed to Beloit, 
Wis., and rented a farm and engaged in its 
culture. In June, 1555, he went to Fond du 
Lac, where he stayed for two years, working 
in the pineries most of the time. In 1858, 
he came to McLeod county, and took a 
‘claim on section 34, Hutchinson township. 
When he landed here he had but $1.25 in his 
pocket; but not discouraged he went to work 
for another man, and at odd times built him 
a cabin, into which he moved the next spring, 
and commenced farming on his own account. 
Going to the vicinity of Minneapolis, to har- 
vest, that fall, he remained there until 1861, 
when he returned and sold his claim and 
rented a place. Here he was living in Sep- 
tember, 1861, when, leaving his grain in the 
stack, he enlisted in Company B, Fourth 
Minnesota Infantry, and served through the 
Vicksburg campaign. 
ferred to Fort Snelling, where he served out 
the balance of his time. While there he 
was married, February 6, 1863, to Miss 
Maria B. Nash, and by this union there have 
been born nine children, viz.: Luella, Mary, 
Leonice, Imogene,Chauncey (deceased), John, 
Richardson, Lemuel (deceased), and Frank. 
Mr. Withee has been chairman of the 
town board, and filled the office of assessor. 
In his political views he isan adherent to the 
principles of the republican party. Le is 
a member of the Methodist church, anda 
zealous Christian gentleman, On returning 
to this county he followed farming until 
1870, at which time he moved into the vil- 
lage, and went into mercantile business. 
Fifteen months later, he abandoned that and 


He was then trans-. 
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went to carpentering, which he followed for 
five years, after which he came to his present 
location, and recommenced his agricultural 
pursuits. 


aka, ELLMAN B. KENNEDY, a well-to- 
Ki do agriculturist of Lynn township, 
was born in Tioga county, Pa., March 16, 
1858, and is the son of A. A. and Margaret 
(Butler) Kennedy. His parents were na- 
tives of the “ Keystone State,” and when our 
subject was but seven years of age they 
moved to Minnesota, and settled in Lynn. 
One year they spent here and then moved 
into the old stockade at Hutchinson, where 
they lived another year. Selling out, they 
removed to the town of Cedar Mills, Meeker 
county, and in that locality made their home 
for the ensuing eight years, on a homestead 
taken by the father of the family. At the 
expiration of that time they sold out and re- 
turned to Pennsylvania on a visit, and while 
there the father of our subject was induced 
to take charge of the Methodist church, as he 
had served long and faithfully as a watch- 
man upon the towers of Zion. He remained 
there preaching the word of God and carry- 
ing on his trade, which is that of shoemaker, 
for three years, and then returned to Minne- 
sota. After renting farms for several years, 
he located in Acoma, where he now lives. 
The subject of this sketch, on attaining 
his majority, went to the Duluth pineries, 
and was employed there until ‘August 10, 
1883, when he returned to Lynn,and ran a 
threshing machine in company with John 
Sauter. The following spring, 
twenty acres of land, and commenced to 
clear it and put ina crop. The next winter, 
he went to Bonniwell’s Mill, and was there 


he bought 


_ employed until February 1, 1886, when he 


was united in the bonds of marriage with 
Miss Rosabelle Pierce, the daughter of John 
S. and Eleanor (King) Pieree. The lady 
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was keris in Hath nent Poantente: 
union there has been one child: 
Eleanor, born December 14, 1887. 

Mr. Kennedy has now a fine farm of 160 
acres of rich land, which is fairly improved 
and stocked; and as he is industrious and en- 
ergetic, he bids fair to realize his desire for 
a comfortable competence. In_ his politics 
he is entirely independent of party lines. 


By ee ete 
Margaret 
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>“RANCIS W. HARSEN, an old resident 
o of this county, evenif he is a young 
man, is engaged in farming on section 18, 
Acoma township. Ife is the son of John 8. 
and Mary A. (Van Lone) Harsen, natives of 
New York, and was born in Jefferson 
county, Wis., December 10,1855. In the 
sammer of 1863 the family moved to McLeod 
county, and settled on section 5, in the town 
of Acoma, where they lived some six or 
seven years, and then the father took a 
homestead on section 9, adjoining, to which 
they removed, and where the parents of our 
subject now reside. The latter remained at 
home and received his education in his 
youth, and assisted his father in carrying on 
the farm until his marriage. 

This happy event took place May 16, 
1883, at which he wedded Miss Libbie Tifft, 
who was born in Illinois, May 19, 1854, and 
is the daughter of Samuel and Charlotte 
(Selts) Tifft, natives of New Hampshire and 
New York, respectively. He hgd purchased 
his present place in 1879, when it was with- 
out any improvements; he has, however, 
worked hard, and now has his reward in the 
beautiful farm 162 acres, with its neat 
frame cottage, 20x26, that he erected in 
1884, his good granary and the nucleus of a 
herd of cattle that he can call his own. Tle 
has served as clerk of the school board for 
some nine years, and as constable and road 
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overseer, each one year; nieedale tie pre- 
| fers the quiet of his own fireside aia atten- 
tion to his business to the confusion of poli- 
tics. Ife isan adherent to the principles of 


the republican party, and supports the can- 
didates of that organization at the polls. 
Mr. and Mrs. Harsen are the happy par- 


ents of one interesting clild, Iva, who 
made her advent in this ‘orld June 6, 1SS4. 
When the Harsen family were coming to 
Minnesota, they met a number of people 
coming away from this country, fleeing from 
the cee who advised them ts turn back, 
and called them fools for not heeding their 
aclvice. 
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MOS N. HOLCOMB, a prosperous and 
‘enterprising agriculturist of Bergen 
tow nship, was born in IIuntington, Gallia 
county, Ohio, Deceniber 30, 1818, and is the 
son of Reuben and Rebeeca (Niles) Holcomb. 
His father wasa native of Chenango county, 
N. Y., born May 11, 1793, and died January 
26,1858. We was the parent of six children 
—Abner J., Tryphenia, Amos N., Amanda, 
Sarah A., ra Reuben. 

Our subject was reared on a farm, and has 
followed that calling the most of his life. Ile 
has done something at milling, however, in 
meantime. During the late Civil War he 
raised a company of men, of which he was 
unanimously chosen captain; but on offering 
their services to Governor Brough, of Ohio, 
they could not be accepted, as the cavalry 
quota was already filled. Ie came to Min- 
nesota in 1872. and located in MeLeod 
county. 

On the 20th day 1838, Mr. 
Holeomb was united in marriage with Miss 
Martha Wild, daughter of John and Mary 
Wild. The father of the lady was a native 
of England, and was the first man to open a 
coal mine in West Virginia. Ie was killed 


of December, 
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by the bursting of a cannon while celebrating 
the Fourth of July. Ter mother was born 
in Charleston, W. Va. By this union there 
were nine children born, of whom the follow- 
ing is the record—Ruby, born September 25, 
1839, was married in March, 1566, to Morris 
Fullerton, and died May 11,1887, in Otter Tail 
county, leaving four children ; Thomas, born 
August 22, 1841, who enlisted in Company 
A, Thirty-Third Ohio Infantry, and died in 
the service, March 29, 1862; Horace, born 
September 3, 1843, who enlisted in Company 
FE, Ninety-First Ohio Infantry, and died 
March 24, 1863; Victoria, born September 2, 
1845, now the wife of Joseph Schellenger ; 
Hiram, born October 19, 1847, who married 
Miss Maria Kirkpatrick, January 1, 1872, 
and is a resident of Bergen ; California, born 
October 18, 1850, and died October 28, 1874; 
Coombs, born December 17, 1852, now in 
Montana; Abner J., born March 2, 1855, 
living in Becker county, this State; Reuben, 
born December 27, 1856, in Becker county ; 
Amanda, born June 26, 1859, the widow of 
Charles Colter, now living in Brooklyn, this 
State. 

Mr. Holeomb’s wife died October 20, 1862, 
and November 21, 1863, he was again. mar- 
ried, this time to Miss Lovinia Brownley, in 
Jackson county, Ohio. She was born in 
Columbiana county, Ohio, January 3, 1830, 
and is the daughter of John and Sarah 
(Ward) Brownley. er father was a veteran 
of the War of 1812, and died November 19, 
1883. By this union there were born three 
children, as follows—Granville Moody, born 
June 5, 1867; Oscar, born November 21, 1868 ; 
and Eliza Ann, born July 5, 1871. 


- 24 FEBS 
AVID H. ELLS, an old settler of the 
town of Ilutehinson, lives on section 
21, of that township. He is a native of 
Nova Scotia, born August 5, 1823, and is the 


son of Benjamin and Mary A. (Eaton) Ells, 
Ile was reared in that portion of the Domin- 
ion of Canada, and received his education in 
the schools of his native land. May 17, 
1850, he left his home and sought fortune in 
the fertile fields of Walworth county, Wis., 
but after ten years’ residence there came to 
IIutechinson. October 18, 1860, on his 
arrival at the village he rented a farm, and 
tilled its soil for a year or two. During the 
Indian troubles he was particularly busy, 
helped build the stockade, and assisted in its 
defence. After the trouble was over he sent 
his family to Wisconsin while he worked at 
Lake Minnetonka, and afterward at Minne- 
apolis. In 1864 he returned to this county, 
and not being able to perfect his pre-emption 
title to the land where he now lives, where he 
filed his claim in 1861, he re-took it under 
the homestead law. Putting up a house 
upon it, he removed with his family to it, 
and has there passed his days ever since. 

April 6, 1866, is the date of his installment 
in this abode, and for twenty-two years it 
has been the scene of his labors, the place of 
his rest and joy. Tle was married, January 
8, 1851, to Miss Julia A. Loomer, a native of 
Noya Scotia. Her mother has passed to her 
reward, beyond the “ pale shades in the silent 
chamber of death,” her demise taking place 
in 1868. Her father is still spared to the 
family. The parents of our subject are no 
more, his mother dying in 1839, and_ his 
father in 1865. 

In politics Mr. Ells is a republican,.and a 
warm adherent to the principles of that 
party. 
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J OHN M. BIEHOFER, @ prominent farmer 
of the town of Glencoe, living on see- 


tion 29, was born in Racine, Racine county, 
Wis, August 15, 1849, and is the son of 
Theodore and Catherine (Bohman) Dieho- 
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fer. Ilis parents were natives of Sunny 
Baden, one of the most southern of the states 
of the German Empire, who had left their 
home in the Fatherland, with its vine-clad 
hills and the placid waters of the beautiful 
river Rhine, and had sought, in the New 
World, the surcease from the poverty that so 
closely bound them in the land of their birth. 

When the subject of our memoir was about 
four years of age, he was brought by his par- 
ents to St. Paul, Minn., where the father 
purchased a house and lot, and for some six 
or eight years carried on carpentering. At 
the expiration of that time he remoyed to 
Carver county, and there took a homestead 
of 160 acres, and, until the year 1863, was 
engaged in its cultivation. At that date he 
came to McLeod county and located on sec- 
tion 17, Glencoe township, where-he now 
lives. 

John M. Biehofer received a common- 
school education in his youth, and remained 
at home with his parents, assisting his father 
in the labors on the farm, until he was some 
twenty seven years of age. At that time he 
was seized with blindness, which incapaci- 
tated him from all labor, and he went to St. 
Paul to obtain help. After spending some six 
or seven months there and considerable 
money, Without perceiving any benefit, he 
went to Menominee, Wis., and, putting him- 
self under the charge of Dr. Berry, of that 
place, was shortly restored to sight, after 
having been blind for a year and a half. 

Our subject was married March 1, 1876, to 
Miss Mary Downs, by whom he has had seven 
children, as follows—Eva E., born January 6, 
1877; Ilarvey D., born February 5, 1878; 
Mary Jane, born Nt weh 6, 1880; Sarah A., 
sis Mareh 30, 1882; Mabel, born December 

23, 1883; John T., born May 29, 1885; and 
Violet C., born March 13, 1887. After his 
wedding he settled in this county, and has 
been a resident ever since. Ie owns some 
eighty acres of land on section 29, on which 
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he carries on farming. In maltiet matters 
he is a democrat, but has no aspirations for 
public office. 


WRENCE S. PREISS. Among the 
prominent young business men of the 
village of Glencoe, there is no one who takes 
a more active interest in all that is likely to 
accrue to the benefit of the people of the 
community, than the gentleman whose name 
heads this sketch. Ile is a native of this 
State, having been born in Carver county, 
June 12, 1858, and is the son of John and 
Elizabeth (Shobert) Preiss. His earlier years 
were passed in that part of the State, but in 
1868 he came to McLeod county with his 
father, walking and driving stock the entire 
distance. Ie entered his father’s store in 
1873, and remained with him, either as clerk 
or partner, until the first of April, 1888, when 
he purchased the interest of the father. Tle 
is engaged in carrying on the general mer- 
chandise trade in the village, and occupies a 
high place in the esteem ‘and confidence of 
the people, who recognize his unswerving 
integrity and honesty ‘of purpose; and he is 
drawing to himself a large share of the pat- 
ronage of the people of the county. 
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RED HENRY MEYERS, one of the sue- 

cessful and enterprising farmers of 
Valley township, living on section 35, 
Minn., 
1858, and is the son of Simon 


Rich 
was born in Waconia, Carver county, 


October 31, 
and Minnie (Filbert) Meyers, natives of Ger- 
many and France, respectively, [lis parents 
were married in Vermont, and caine to. this 
State in 1852, settling in Chaska, Carver 
county, where they died. The mother died 
when our subject was but six years of ase, 
and the father when he was only fifteen. 
The latter, who had worked in a brewery 
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previous to coming to this State, was a 
farmer, but the last eight years of his life 
was confined to his bed with consumption, 
and the whole responsibility of the farm fell 
on the son's shoulders, he doing all the work, 
even to the cooking, washing and general 
house work. After his father died, he came 
to this county and worked for Mr. Howe for 
some four or five vears, and then went to 
Swift county with a brother of his employer. 
A year later, he returned to this county and 
resumed his labors for the same man, and 
spent two years here. At the end of that 
time he bought his present place, and has 
lived there ever since. 

The subject of these memoirs was married, 
April 16, 1882, to Miss Clara Cynthia Math- 
ews, anative of Massachusetts, born in North 
Leverett, February 9, 1864, and is the daugh- 
ter of Benjamin and Lydia (Llowe) Mathews, 
who were born in Massachusetts and Ver- 
mont, respectively. Jer parents came to 
this State in 1867, and settled in Carver 
county, afterward moving to Rich Valley. 
They hada family of four children, the others 
being Henry M., Lucia and Lucius. Mr. and 
Mrs. Meyers are the parents of one child, Eva, 
who was born October 1, 1886. 

In his politics Mr. Meyers is a republican, 
and isa representative man of his town. Le 
is a member of the church of God, of the 
township, and is a consistent and zealous 
Christian. 

Mr. Mevers’ parents had a family of five 
children, their names being — Fred II., 
Simon, Ansel, August and Charley. 
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-4) OGER A. HOWE, an energetic and 
o\ progressive farmer of the town of 


Glencoe, Jiving on section 11, was born in 
the western part of Vermont, May 14, 1845, 
and is the son of Lucius and Clara (Higgins) 
Ilowe, natives of the same State, and. of 
Whom asketch is given in the pages of this 


McLEOD COUNTY, MiNNESOTA. 


« 


| ALbem in connection with the biography of 


Henry E. Howe, a brother of our subject, 
The family came to Minnesota in 1857, when 
Roger was but twelve years of age, and set. 
tled at the village of Chaska, Carver county, 
and there the latter was reared. He had 
received a portion of his education in the 
common schools of his native State, and fin- 
ished in the institution’ of his new home. 
He remained in that part of the State until 
1870, when he came to McLeod county and 
settled on a farm on section 35, in Rich Val- 
ley township. He commenced the improye- 
ment of the property and the tilling of the 
soil, and soon had it reduced from its state of 
original wildness to the uses of civilized man. 
IIe made his home on it for some thirteen 
years, and, in 1883,disposed of it and removed 
to Glencoe township. Here he purchased a 
tract of about forty acres of land, where he 
now lives, to which he has added, from time 
to time until he has, at the present, 188 acres 
of as fine land as any in the town. 

While in Chaska he was employed in brick 
making, that being his father’s business, but 
since coming here he has devoted his entire 
attention to his agricultural pursuits. Ie 
was married, September 19, 1569, to Miss 
Sarah Hanscom, the daughter of David and 
Ellen (Smith) Hanscom, Her parents were 
natives of Maine and Vermont, respectively. 
By their union Mr. and Mrs. Ilowe are the 
parents of six children, as follows—Albert 
C., Oscar R., William G., Clarence L., I'red 
B., and Roger E. 

The improvements upon the place of our 
subject are of a superior cha racter and reflect 
eredit upon the taste and laudable pride of 
the owner. He devotes his attention, to some 
extent, to the raising of stock, and is quite 
suecesstul. Le has taken a prominent and 
active interest in educational and public mat- 
ters and has held various local offices, includ- 
ing those of school director four years, and 
supervisor two years. : 
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&NALVIN BONCH, a thriving: and -ener | 
@ ectic farmer, of Round Grove town- 
ship, living on section 10, is the son of Jesse 
and Catherine (Newby) Bunch, and was born 
in Cass county, Mich., March 26, 1836. His 
mother dying when he was but eleven years 
of age, and his father following her three 
years later, our subject was thrown upon his | 
own resources at an early age. He worked | 
for the neighboring farmers until he was | 

| 


about eighteen years old, and then sought a 
new home in Minnesota. For some years he 
was employed at ordinary farm labor for | 
others, in various parts of the State, but in 
1864 he commenced to rent land and till it 
for himself, beginning in Goodhue county. | 
In 1867 he came to McLeod county, from | 
Goodhue, and settled upon an eighty-acre | 
tract of State land, on which he continued | 
to live, and improved it until 1881, when it | 
came into the market, and he purchased it. | 
This is the place where he now lives, on 
section 10, Round Grove. 

The subject of this personal history was | 
united in marriage, July 4, 1862, with Miss | 
Marietta Reeve, who was born in Winnebago | 
county, Ill, March 19, 1841, and is the | 
daughter of Benjamin F.and Nancy Adeline | 
(Mann) Reeve. ILer parents were natives of | 
Ohio and Canada, respectively; her father | 
died December 25, 1886, but the mother is | 
still living. By this union there have been 
born three children—Helena Mary, born at 
Pine Island, Goodhue county, April 24, 


1865; Katie Adeline, born in this county, 
September 1, 1871; and Orson Eugene | 
(deceased), born April 24, 1880. The family, | 


at one time, lived in the house in Sumter in 
Which the White family were killed by the 
Indians; and when they moved into it the 
stains of their blood were plainly’ discern- 
ible, and the marks of bullets were in the 


door and around the house. | 
-Mr. Bunch isa democrat in his political | 
faith, and always votes that ticket. Ilis | 
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wid 


wife is a member of ie Seventh Day Ad- 


vent church, and is a true and zealous 
Christian lady, 


ping: T. LAUGESON, the enter- 
ON prising and prosperous dealer in fur- 
witure, and the principal undertaker of the 
village of Ilutchinson, came to that place 
June 5, 1869, and followed carpentering 
for two years. In 1871, he erected a shop 
and commenced the cabinet making 
ness, and from this small beginning: has 
grown his present establishment. In the 
year 1872 he put in a stock of furniture, 
being the first to embark in that line here. 
He is, in connection with his other business, 
the agent for the sale of sewing machines 
and organs. 

Our subject is a native of Denmark, born 
February 15, 1833. Ife wasreared and edu- 
cated in the Jand of his birth, and there made 
his home until 1869, when he emigrated to 
“Columbia’s Shores,” and came at once to 
Hutchinson, as above related. In Denmark ' 
he was in the army for some months, after 
which he learned the carpenter’s trade and 
cabinet making. While a member of the 
Danish army, the conflict, knownas the Sles- 
wick-Holstein war, broke out between his 
native country and Prussia, and he was one 
of the garrison of Fort Frederitsia when the 
Gernan forces stormed it, and was one of 
the last to evacuate the works. After the 
close of hostilities, he followed contracting 
and building in the summer, and cabinet 
making in winter, until he emigrated. Ife 
eame to this country by way of Hamburg, 
Liverpool, Quebee and Chicago. 

Mr. Laugeson was united in the bonds of 
matrimony, November 17, 1553, with Miss 
Karen Christenson, who died in 1874, leay- 
ing five children to mourn her loss. The 
names of the children are — Merry, Lauger, 
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Niels C., Catrina and Andrew. November 
26, 1875, Mr. Laugeson again entered the 
marriage state, this time with Mrs. Mary 
Christenson. 

Ife is the most prominent member of the 
Danish B aptist church, and has had charge 
of the same since its organization, in which 
he was the prime mover. Ile is the super- 
intendent of the Sabbath-school attached to 
that congregation, and is the real founder of 
the Scandinavian Temperance Society, of 
which he is the president. He is also the 
president of the Scandinavian Friendly So- 
ciety of that place, of which organization he 
was one of the foremost le: ers This so- 
ciety owns a building in the best business 
locality of the city, with a library and free 
reading room, especially intended to be a 
benefit. to the young people of the Scandina- 
Vian population. 

EEE} 

KX ARTIN McCONAHY, the postmas- 
\ ter of the village of Winsted, is en- 
gaged in the drug business in that place. 
He came to this county on a visit, in Decem- 
ber, 1883, but being pleased with the coun- 
try and meeting his friend and old employer, 
Dr. A. M. Davis, who had moved to this yil- 
lage, he entered into partnership with that 
gentleman in the sale of drugs and medicines, 
January 8, 1884, and has been a resident 
ever since. One year after the formation of 
the firm it was dissolved by mutual consent, 
Dr. Davis going to Iloward Lake and enter- 
ing into the practice of medicine, and our 
subject taking the store. 

Mr. MeConahy was born toy 
Lawrence county, Pa., January 26, 1859,and 
is the son of William and Nea Spree 
MecConahy. Ilis father, who died in 1875, 
Was a whitesmith by trade, and ow a and 
carried on some six farins. Our subject. re- 
ceived the rudiments of a good education in 
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the comimon schools of the “ Keystone State.” 
and, at the age of nineteen years, entered the 
the drug establishment of Dr. A. M. Davis, 
at Eastbrook, with whom he acquired 
knowledge of the art of compounding drugs 
and putting up prescriptions. The store was 
destroyed by fire when he had been there 
some tivo years, and there being no imme- 
diate signs of a new opening, Mr. McConahiy 
came West, in 1882, and lived for about a 
year with a brother in Indiana, on his large 
stock farm. Jromthere he went to Athens, 
Ill., where he was in the employ of Henry DB. 

ftankin, a banker of that place, having 
charge of his stock farm. Six months later 
he came here as related above. 

The subject, of this memoir was united in 
marriage, April 12, 18385, with Miss Lena 

tehling, a native of Petershagen, Germany, 
and the daughter of Frederick and Helen 
Rehling. The issue of this union has been 
two children—Lillie Belle, born March 24, 
1886, and Louisa Frances Cleveland, born 
January 26, 1888. Mr. McConahy . was 
elected to the office of justice of the peace 
in 1884, and holds that position at the pres- 
ent. Ile was appointed postmaster August 
15, 1886, and took possession of the office 
October Ist, following. 
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> SAAC FULTON PACKER, an old and 
G respected citizen of Bergen township, 
where he is engaged in the pursuit of agri- 
culture on section 11, was born in Center 
county, Pa., April 13, 1821. He made his 
home with his parents, Edward and Nellie 
(Fulton) Packer, drawing his education 
from the district schools of that part of the 
great commonwealth, and, in his maturer 
years, Working on the neighboring farms 
and in charcoal burning, for many years. 

The subject of this sketch was united 
marriage in 1843 with Miss Martha Daker, a 
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native of Center county also, who was born 
in May, 1821. By this union there was 
born a family of the following children— 
Phoebe Ann, who died at the age of six 
months; John W., living in Bergen; Mary 
K., now Mrs. Joseph Seth; Margaret Jane, 
the deceased wife of John Postlethwait; 
Jacob E., who lives in Bergen; Sarah, wife 
of F. F. Lester; and James. 

In 1864 Mr. Packer came to Minnesota, 
and rented a farm, upon which he remained 
one year, and removed to Lester Prairie the 
following April. In June, 1865, he took up, 
under the homestead law, a claim on the 
place where he now resides, and settled down 
to its improvement. He has brought it to a 
high state of cultivation, and the portion that 
he still owns, having disposed of half of it to 
his son, John, is as fine as any in the town. 
In the year 1874, Mr. Packer was unfortu- 
nate in losing his wife, the mother of his 
children. After living alone for five years, and 
remembering the admonition that “it is 
not well for man to live alone,” he wooed and 
wedded Mrs. Mary T. Straw. The lady of his 
choice was born in Dutchess county, N. Y., 
February 21, 1834, and was the daughter of 
Samuel 8. and Rozett (Leavenworth) Thomp- 
son. She grew to womanhood in that gar- 
den spot of the world, and there, February 
17, 1849, wedded Edmund P. Drake, with 
whom she lived until November, 1861, when 
he felt it a duty for him to enter the service 
of the General Government, then assailed by 
traitors in arms. Ile accordingly enlisted in 
Company E, Fifty Second Illinois Infantry, 
for they had moved to that State in 1853, 
and he died at Corinth, Miss., July 15, 
1863. His widow came to this county in 
1864, and, April 10, 1872, she was united in 
marriage with Albert E. Straw. This gen- 
tleman was a prominent citizen and the post- 
master of the town of Hale. Ie died Ieb- 
Truary 26, 1874. 

3y her first marriage Mrs. Packer was the 
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mother of six children, viz: William H., 
born Mareh 13, 1850, who is married and 
living in Morrison county, this State; Eliza- 
beth, born April 21, 1852, who married Jared 
Hatton, and died, in January, 1888, in Texas; 
fdmund P., born in 1855, and died in 1856; 
George T., born in August, 1857, who is 
married-and living in Morrison county ; Ori- 
anna, born April 16, 1858, and died in 1874; 
and Martha B., born June 28, 1861, and died 
in 1874. By her second marriage she had 
but one child: Walter Allen, born in 1872, 
who died in 1874. 

Mr. Packer is a member of the Methodist 
church, and his wife a member of the church 
of God. In his politics he is with the dem- 
ocratic party. 
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Se widow of Frederick Schuetz, an old 
resident of this county, is living on the home- 
stead on section 36, Rich Valley township. 

Her husband was a native of Prussia, who 
came to this country whena young manand 
located in Wisconsin, where he opened a 
butcher shop, and carried on that business 
for years. He then came to St. Paul and 
was employed in a mill there, and at Shak- 
opee, and also at Waconia, where he remained 
five years. Ile then removed to this county 
and purchased 120 acres of land, and here 
made the improvements. On this farm he 
resided until March 6, 1882, when he was 
called away by the death angel. He wasa 
member of the Lutheran church, and a most 
estimable and respected citizen. 

Mrs. Schuetz was born in Baden, Germany, 
July 6, 1831, and is the daughter of Jolin 
and Mary (Roeck) Siegler, natives also of 
Baden. Her father was a weaver by trade, 
and lived and died in the old country, as did 
his wife. They hada family of seven chil- 
dren, four of whom are living — Catherine, 


wa CATHERINE SCHUETZ, the 
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Margaret, Elizabeth and George. Mrs.Schuetz 
received her education in the land of her 
birth, where she was reared. In 1853. she 
left the Fatherland and came to the United 
States, landing at Baltimore. She made her 
home in the * Monumental City,” and was 
there married January 16, 1859, to Bern- 
hardt Mohrman, who died January 12, 1861, 
in Shakopee, Minn. August 6, 1861, the 
lady was again united in wedlock, this time 
with Frederick Schuetz, whose widow she is. 
She is the mother of five children—Louisa, 
Mary, Frederick, Katie and August. Louisa 
married John Betzell; Mary married Henry 
Wiedewitsch, and the rest are single and at 
home. 
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» SAAC. W. CUMMINGS. Among the old 
“| pioneers of the county of McLeod, there 
is, perhaps, none that is more widely known 
than the gentleman whose name heads this 
memoir. He is now living on the original 
claim he first settled on in 1856, on section 
22, Glencoe township. He was born at 
Gray’s Corner, Me., April 18, 1825, and is 
the son of Isaac and Lavinia (Caldwell) Cum- 
mings. The family were old residents of 
that State, and were among the early colon- 
ists there. When our subject was but a 
babe he was taken by his parents to Me- 
chanies’ Falls, where he was reared and edu- 
cated. Ile continued at that village until 
he was about sixteen vears of age, when 
with the independence of the American 
youth, he wanted to shift for himself. The 
family removed to the town of Paris, in 
that State. where he remained up to his 
majority. IIe then turned his steps toward 
Boston, and there, and in the vicinity, he lin- 
Commencing the 
business of railroading, he followed that line 
throughout the States of Maine, New Hamp- 
shire, Vermont, New York, and the Proy- 
inces of Upper and Lower Canada, and New 
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3runswick, until the year 1856, when he 
started for this section of the country. He 
arrived in this county on the 15th of May, 
in company with the Hutchinson family, 
and took a claim where he now lives. 

Ife at once put up acabin, and broke some 
fifteen acres of his land that summer, and, 
as he was an active and energetic man, he 
soon, by hard and unremitting labor, had his 
place in something like farm shape, but at 
the expense of his health, which broke 
down under the constant strain. Ile was 
engaged in his work at the time of the In- 
dian outbreak, but kept on working until the 
attack on Ilutchinson, when he removed his 
family to Minneapolis. He returned to his 
place and remained for three weeks, until 
the soldiers came; when, as he states, the 
“boys” were worse than the savages, steal- 
ing’ his oats, hogs, chickens, etc. ; so, gather- 
ing together all that he could, he went to 
Minneapolis, and there went to work for 
surbank & Co., teaming. 

In 1863, he entered the employ of the 
Cedar Valley Railroad, and remained with 
them some two years. The Manitoba Rail- 
road was the next scene of his labors; he 
staying with the latter company until the 
spring of 1867, when he returned to this 
county. 

Mr. Cummings was married, June 10, 1851, 
to Miss Eliza MeClarey, who died May 27, 
1857, leaving two children—Andrew F. and 
Mary A. He again entered the marriage 
state, October 20, 1858, with Miss Mary 8. 
Buck, and by this union was the parent of 
four children—Josephine G., Isaac W., Mel- 
ville A. and Anna E. 


et EB to 
OHN HORATIO DORSEY, M. D., a 
practicing physician of prominence in 
the village of Glencoe, and the postmaster, 
was born in Glencoe, Somerset county, Pa.. 
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April 2, 1854, a is the son of Set joke and 
Sarah GleCuskeat) Dorsey. Jlis father was a 
native of the “ Emerald Isle,” but had come 
to this country when but six years of 
with an older brother; their parents being 
dead. They Janded at New York, and at 
once proceeded to Zanesville, Ohio, then the 
extreme western verge of civilization. He 
remained there some years, but, on account 
of the unhealthy climate, removed to the 
mountains of Western Maryiand, and in that 
locality engaged in lumbering. Later in life 
he married, and engaged in the manufacture 
of lumber, and now carries on an extensive 
business, having some fifteen hundred acres 
of timber land, and large milling interests. 
The mother of our subject died May 15, 1885. 

The Doctor is the eldest of a family of 
twelve children, and remained. beneath the 
parental roof until his thirteenth vear when 
he entered the St. Francis College, a Catholic 
institution at Loretto; Pa., where he remained 
five years. When eighteen years of age, our 
subject entered a competitive examination 
for a scholarship in St. John’s College, at 
Annapolis, Md., and carried off the honors. 
After spending one year in this excellent in- 
stitution, he returned to the home of his 
parents, then at Grantsville, Garrett county, 
Md., and there entered the office of Dr. B. 
I. Keller, and for two years read medicine. 
At the expiration of that time he matricu- 
lated at Washington University, Baltimore, 
by which a/ma mater he was graduated, 
March 23, 1877. The following July, he 
opened an office for the practice of his pro- 
fession, at Moscow, in the mining regions of 
Maryland, and remained there until Septem- 
ber, 1878, when, having made up his mind to 
follow llorace Greeley’s advice, he started 
for Washington Territory; but his mother 
having some landed interests in this county, 
she requested him to stop here and look after 
them; after spending a few weeks in Glen- 
coe, the Doctor was so pleased with the 
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country Piha’ fe ae ied to is ite heh e. On 
the first of November, 1878, he opened an 
oflice in Glencoe, and has been here eversince, 
with the exception of nine months in 1884, 
when, having made a yisit to his parents, he 
accepted and filled the position of assistant 
resident physician of the Maryland Uni- 
versity Hospital. 

Dr. Dorsey isa democrat of the staunchest 
type, and has always taken an active inter- 
est in political affairs in this county. His 
large practice having made him many ac- 
quaintances, he w ields a large influence in all 
matters in this section. In 18S1 he was 
elected county superintendent of schools, 
having for his opponent W. W. Pendergast, 
the present assistant state superintendent of 
public instruction. Ile made a most excel- 
lent officer, and used his endeavors to increase 
the efficiency of the schools under his charge. 
His efforts were directed toward inducing 
the school officers to raise the grade and 
sularies of the teachers, and demand better 
service. Ile established the teacher’s nor- 
mal training school, in this county, the first 
in the State. This is calculated to educate 
the teachers in the correct methods of in- 
struction, raise the standard of the profession, 
and secure better tutors. Ile has been a 
delegate to all the State democratic conven- 
tions since coming here, and was instru- 
mentalin the nomination of Ifon. Jolin L. Me- 
Donald for Congress. In the fall of 1882, he 
organized a stock company and established 
the Glencoe Democrat, having for his asso- 
ciate A. G. Ansel, and while the journal ex- 
isted, it was a very bright and newsy sheet, 
but his many professional and other duties 
abandonment. The Doctor was 
appointed postmaster, and entered upon the 
discharge of the duties March 2, 1887, and 
believing in the principles embodied in the 
democratie platform on civil service reform, 
he has retained, as assistant, the daughter of 
the former postmaster. IIe still attends to 
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his medical practice, and is a kine of the 
state medical society, and a director of its 
financial committee. In the spring of 1888, 
he was tendered the unanimous support of 
the business men of the place for mayor, 
but declined the honor. 
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STEN ANDERSON, one of the thor- 
ough-going farmers of the town of 
Bergen, is a native of Christiana, Norway, 
born September 24, 1825, and is the son of 
Anders and Ragnild (Knutsdatter) Ostenson, 
both of whom died in their native land. He 
was reared in that country, and attended 
the public schools. He commenced, early in 
life, to labor upon the farm of his father, and 
remained at home until 1854, when: he emi- 
grated to the shores of America. He landed 
at the port of Quebec, and from there came 
direct to Manitowoc, Wis., by way of Buffalo. 
He made his home in that place for a short 
time, and then went into the pineries and for 
three years, followed lumbering and log 
driving. In 1857, he came to Minnesota and 
settled on section 14, Bergen township, 
where he lived until 1860. T his Jand he lost 
through some error in the land office at For- 
est City. Going into Monongalia county, 
now a part of Kandiyohi, he pre-empted a 
‘tract of land, and made a cash entry as soon 
as he ceuld. Te lived there that winter, but, 
September 24, 1861, he was married, in Car- 
ver county, to Miss Joanna Hanson, a native 
of Norway, and with his young bride moved 
to this county and settled on section 12, 
3ergen, Where their home has been ever 
since. At the time of the Indian outbreak 
in 1862, he took his family to Carver county, 
but they returned in the fall of that same 
year. 
September 2,1864, Mr. Anderson enlisted in 
Company H, Ninth Minnesota Infantry, and 
with that regiment was assigned for duty 
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with the Sixteenth Corps. He participated 
in the hotly contested and sanguinary battle 
of Nashville, and in the campaign that ended 
with the evacuation of Spanish Fort, on the 
9th of April, 1865. He was mustered out 
and discharged at Fort Snelling, August 24, 
1865, and returned to his home. 

Mr. and Mrs. Anderson are the happy 
parents of six children, as follows —Andrew 
I., born April 17, 1864; Ellen R., born Sep- 
tember 4, 1866; Henry B., born July 8, 
1868; Anna W., born October 7%, 1870; 
George A., born July 14, 1875; and Millie 
A., born May 3, 1880. The father and 
mother of Mrs. Anderson, Hans and Berita 
(Gregorius) Olson, died in the old country. 
The family are members of the Lutheran 
church, and in politics our subject adheres to 
the republican party. 
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SJ ILLIAM H. WYMAN. Among the 
/\/ prominent citizens of the town of 
Nar th Hutchinson, who are of New England 
birth, there is pr obably none that occupies 
a more influential position than the gentle- 
man whose name heads this article. He was 
born in Franklin county, Me., March 29, 
1823, and is the son of William and Isabella 
(Wheeler) Wyman. Tis parents were also 
natives of the “ Pine Tree State,” although 
his ancestry were from the commonwealth 
of Massachusetts. His paternal grandpar- 
ents were born on the peninsula of Cape 
Cod, and were direct descendants of some of 
the original Pilerim Fathers. Jlis maternal 
grandfather, who was a coast pilot, was lost 
at sea, in the discharge of his duty. 

The parents of the subject of this sketch 
removed to the State of Michigan in 1842 
and located in Jackson county. Te, at the 
same time, went to Lowell, Mass., where he 
remained about a year, and then followed 
his parents, after working in the factories of 
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the “ City of Spindles.” He made his home 
in Michigan, engaged in farming, which has 
been his occupation ever since, for some 
three years, and then went to LaFayette 
county, Wis., and in that locality lived three 
years. His next move was to Trempealeau 
county, in the same State, but, in 1856, he 
crossed the line into Minnesota, and located 
in Waseca county. There he remained until 
1864, when he came to this county, and took 
up a homestead on section 20, where he now 
lives. 

Mr. Wyman was married, October 
1844, to Miss Amanda M. Center, a native 
of Rockingham county, N. I., the daughter 
of Abel and Sarah (Leach) Center. Dy this 
union they have had a family of three chil- 
dren—Allen II., Mary P., and Charles A. 
Allen surrendered up his young life a sacri- 
fice upon the altar of his country, in the late 
war; Mary died in Wisconsin, and Charles 
is living in Portland, Ore. Mr. Wyman has 
held the office of supervisor for some three 
years, and is one of the leading citizens of 
the town. When in Waseca county, he was 
the captain of a militia company that had 
quite a reputation at the time. 
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4)}ULIUS VOLLMER, one of the prominent 
J and leading citizens of the town of Win- 
sted, is engaged in carrying on agricultural 
pursuits and running a saw mill on sections 
2and 7. He is anative of Fort. Wayne, 
Ind, born December 1,.1853, and is the 
son of David and Mary (Wolters) Vollmer, 
asketch of whom appears in connection 
with the biography of Felton Vollmer, a 
brother of our subject, in this Anbu. — 
When Julius was about three vears of age 
he was brought to Minnesota by his parents, 
who settled in St. Paul; and there he was 
reared and received a portion of his educa- 
tion. In 1865, the father of the family entered 
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a homestead in Franklin, Wright county, 
and moved on it May 25th. Upon this farm 
our subject assisted his parents fora time, 
and then the family removed to Watertown, 
Carver county. In 1869, Julius returned to 
St. Paul and entered-a leading commercial 
college. After following a full course there 
and after graduating, he came back to the 
parental roof, and later bought a mill in 
Winsted, in company with his brother Felton, 
and operated it until 1384. At that date the 
firm was dissolved, and the subject of this 
sketch commenced his present business. 

Mr. Vollmer was united in’ marriage, 
September 15, 1878, in Victor township, 
Wright county, with Miss Josephine Gates, 
a native of Minnesota, and the daughter of 
Mathias and Elnora (Cramer) Gates. The 
issue Of this union has been three children— 
Walter Henry, born July 23, 1879, who 
died November 2, 1883; Oscar Lewis, born 
December 28, 1880, and Elnora Mary, born 
August 31, 1884. 

The subject of this memoir has held a 
prominent and honorable position in the 
community, and has been honored by his 
fellow citizens with various public offices. 
Ile has held the positions of county coim- 
missioner, justice of the peace and town 
clerk, the latter for some eight years. In 
his polities he is a warm supporter of the 
democratic party, and in his religious views 
is a Universalist. 


JA MOS FRANKENFIELD, a hardware 
4x} merchant of Glencoe, came to that 
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place in October, 1872, and opened the busi- 
ness he is now engaged in, In company with 
his brothers, who were merchants at Llender- 
son. In 1878, the firm became Frankenfield 
& Graves, andin January, 1886, he assumed 
the sole proprietorship. 

Mr. Frankentield was born in Bucks county, 
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Pa., March 14, 1845, and is the son of Samuel | was following that business at the time of the 


and Susan (Stem) Frankenfield. Tis ances- 
tors were from the German Fatherland, and 
among the early settlers of that part of the 
“Keystone State.” When Amos was but 
three years of age, he lost lis father, and 
he worked on the family farm, going to 
school in the winter, until he was fourteen 
years old. He then commenced to learn the 
tinner’s trade, and served an apprenticeship 
at that, in his native county, of a year anda 
half; and then came to Henderson and re- 
sumed the same with his brother Jacob, who 
was running a store there. Two years later, 
he went to St. Peter, and worked at his 
trade until August 16, 1862, when he en- 
listed in Company J, Tenth Minnesota In- 
fantry, and served until July 10, 1865. After 
his discharge he was employed at his trade, 
in different places, until 1872, when he came 
to this county. He was married, in 1868, to 
Miss Henrietta Smith, and they have three 
children. 


nS SF, 
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AMUEL W. HATTEN, one of the rep- 
resentative and prominent men of the 
county, is a resident upon section 22, Rich 
Valley township. He is a native of Wayne 
county, Va.,now a part of the State of West 
Virginia, born September 19, 1836, and is 
the son of Johnson and Cynthia (Spurlock) 
Hatten, both of whom were born in Wayne 
county. His father died of the cholera, 
while running timber down the Ohio river. 
The mother survived her husband until about 
1875. They were members of the Methodist 
church, and very estimable and_ respected 
people. They had a family of seven chil- 
dren-——Eliza, Alvin, Francis, Irene, Nancy, 
Samuel and Eveline. 

Samuel Hatten received his education in 
Lawrence county, Ky., and after leaving 
school learned the carpenter’s trade. He 


-and re-elected in 1870. 


breaking out of the war, and in April, 1862, 
being like all the mountaineers, intensely 
patriotic, he enlisted in Company B, Four- 


teenth Kentucky Cavalry, as private, and 
rose to the rank of first lieutenant, and 


served on the regimental staff. He partici- 
pated in the battles of White’s Ferry, Slate 
Creek Mills, Mt. Sterling, Grassy Flats, 
Olympia Springs, Owensburg and others. 
We was mustered out of the service March 
94, 1864, and commenced work on a steam- 
bout. For some tivo or three years he was 
employed in this kind of work on the Ohio, 
Big Sandy and Kanawah rivers, after which 
he, in January, 1866, came to Minnesota and 
took up a claim in Rich Valley township, 
where he now lives. 

Mr. Hatten was married, May 12, 1864, to 
Miss Frances C. Hatten, a native of Wayne 
county, Va., and daughter of Samuel and 
Sarah Uatten. They have a family of ten 
children, six of whom are living—Cynthia, 
Samuel W., Fred M., Byron, Maud and 
Alvin. Our subject was elected to the oflice 
of constable of the town in 1866, and held 
the position for two years ; in 1868, was made 
town clerk; in the latter year, chosen sheriff, 
He is the present 
chairman of the town board. He isin every 
respect arepresentative man, and one that 
bears the esteem and confidence of the people 
of the community. 


AMES PHILLIPS, one of the earliest and 
best known pioneers of McLeod county, 
has his home on section 11, Glencoe town- 
ship, where he settled in September, 1550. 
He was born in Cortland, Cortland county, 
N. Y., October 18, 1820, and is the son of 
James and Sarah (Williams) Phillips. is 
ancestry were of Welsh origin, and had been 
in this country for several generations. Ile 
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was reared in the place of his birth, where 
he remained until he had attained the age 
of sixteen years, and then moyed to the city 
of Brooklyn, N. Y., where he learned the 
carpentering trade, and followed that craft 
until 1853. At that date there was a move- 
ment called the Excelsior Colony, that in- 
tended to settle this part of the State, which 
was a partial success; and of this society Mr. 
Phillips was the secretary. He came West 
with the colonists in the spring of 1853, 
and helped get them settled at Minnetonka, 
where he remained that year. He returned 
to the “Empire State,” and was occupied 
until the fall of 1855, when he came to this 
county. He, John McLeod and U. B. Wil- 
son were appointed commissioners to or- 
ganize this county, and since that time he 
has been most prominently identified with 
its growth, development and interests. He 
has held several important offices in the 
county, and has always wielded a powerful 
influence for good in the community. 
Although Mr. Phillips has, to a great ex- 
tent, retired from the active cares of life, 
still he takes a great interest in the welfare 
of his fellow citizens, and is the present 
secretary of the Farmers’ Alliance. Irom 
1860 to 1864, he spent the most of the time 
in Colorado and Montana, but his wife re- 
mained here and went through the trials of 
the Indian massacre. Like a noble-hearted 


woman, she stayed at the post of duty, for | 


it was owing to the ladies that the men re- 
mained to defend their homes. 

The marriage of Mr. Phillips and Miss 
Lavinia Giles took place March 11, 1855, 
and they lived together until May 1, 1887, 
when the angel of death called her to her re- 
ward, to her home beyond the grave. Both 
she and her husband were active and zealous 
members of the Methodist church. in which 
denomination he held the position of first class 
leader and Sabbath-sehool superintendent in 


this county. In his political faith our subject | 


affiliates with the republican party, and is a 
stanch adherent to its principles. 


é OSEPH MOSHNER, the enterprising 
Y blacksmith and hardware dealer of the 


village of Winsted, was born in Schliesien, 
Germany, February 28, 1848, and is the son 
of Anton and Theresa (Klesse) Moshner, 
who were the parents of six children, five of 
whom are now living. The father and 
mother both died in the land of their birth. 
The subject of this sketch received the ele- 
ments of a good education in the common 
schools, and supplemented it in the high 
school and in a business college in Bavaria. 
In the latter institution he acquired a knowl- 
edge of stenography, mechanical drawing, 
and the French language. Before attending 
to the higher studies, he had, in the mean- 
time, learned the trade of blacksmith. Oc- 
tober 1, 1872, he left his native land, embark- 
ing at the port of Hamburg, and after a 
pleasant voyage across the broad Atlantic, 
landed in New York. Fora few weeks he 
was employed ina railroad shop on Staten 
Island, but, December 8th, removed to Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, and found employment in the 
McNeale & Urban Safe Factory. <A few 
months Jater, he returned to New Yorkand 
there learned the cigarmaker’s trade, at 
which he worked a short time,and then en- 
gaged in the operation of a German news- 
paper. This latter endured about four 
months, after which, he, in company with 
two others, was engaged in the manufacture 
of slippers. In the fall of 1874, he went to 
Baltimore and worked ina railing factory, 
and from there went as far south as Galves- 
ton, Tex., and was employed at various 
places in the South at a variety of employ- 
ments. From there he returned to the 
North, and worked on farms and in a hotel 
in Indiana and Illinois, until May 9, 1876, 
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when he came to this State,and at Austin 
was employed on a gravel train. Tle was in 
several other localities, but June 1, 1877, he 
came to Winsted, and, renting a blacksmith 
shop of B. Klass, he formed a partnership 
under the name of Delsing & Moshner. 
After nine months, the senior partner sold 
out to E. Smith, who, in time, disposed of it 
to Mr. Mobins, and the firm so formed is op- 
erating the shop and the hardware store 
now, and are doing a large business. In 
1881 they commenced handling agricultural 
implements and hardware, but November 
24, 1882, they lost their whole plant by fire, 
on which they had no insurance, and the loss 
exceeded $4,000. They at once rebuilt their 
place of business,and recommenced opera- 
tions. 

Mr. Moshner was married, January 16, 
1883, to Miss Anna Hintz, the daughter of 
August and Mary (Schultz) Hintz, and a na- 
tive of Germany. 
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AMES A. WALKER. Among the repre- 
sentatives of the old settler families of 
McLeod county, isthe gentleman of whom 
this sketch is written, who has been here 
since childhood having been brought to 
Sumter township by his parents in 1856. He 
is aresident of the southern part of Iluteh- 
inson township on section 28, and is one of 
the leading citizens of that precinct. He was 
born in Canada, October 3, 1849, and is the 
son of John and Mary (Laraway) Walker, 
natives of England and Canada, respectively. 
When he was but seven years of age his 
father and mother brought their family to 
the newly settled country beyond the * Big 
Woods,” and here the former took a claim of 
160 acres of land on section 1, Sumter. On 
this place the father died September 16, 
1868. The mother is living on the old home- 
stead at the present time. 
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dian trouble they removed to Chaska, but a 
few days later they returned to Glencoe, and 
there spent some six weeks, after which they 
went back home. 

At the age of twenty-one, our subject left 
home, up to which time he had been assist- 
ing in carrying on the farm and in acquiring 
an education. He started out in life by 
working, by the month, for Mr. McEwen, 
where he remained a year. The following 
winter, he went to the pineries, and there 
was employed in lumbering. Returning in 
the spring, he spent the summer in farm 
work at Cottage Grove, and the next winter 
in the woods. After running a breaking 
plow, driving stage, and teaming, he bought 
a share in the livery stable in Hutchinson, 
and followed that business for a year, and 
then traded his interest for a farm where he 
spent two years. Working part of the time 
for himself and part of the time for others, 
he passed the next few years, and then re- 
turned to the farm, and has resided here ever 
since. He was married, December 10, 1876, 
to Miss Mary D. White, a native of Dlinois, 
born February 38,1858. She is the mother 
of three children—George H., Jobn L. and 
Maud E. In his polities, Mr. Walker isa 
democrat, and is influential in local councils. 
Tie has a fine farm of 160 acres of land, most 
of which is under tillage, and the improve- 
ments on the place are of an excellent char- 
acter. 


OHN TORBENSON, one of the promi- 
“J nent Scandinavian farmers of the town 
of Bergen, was born in Tillemaskone, Nor- 
way, June 4, 1834, and is the son of Ole and 
Anna (Johnson) Torbenson.  IlLis father died 
in Dakota county, this State in 1876, but the 
mother is still living in that county. 

Mr. Torbenson was one of a family of sev- 
en children, and came to this country with 
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port of New York, after a rough and stormy 
passage, in August, 1847. Onthe way over 
they experienced one of the terrible storms 
that are so common in the North Atlantic, 
and all gave themselves up for lost. The 
lightning struck one of the masts of the ves- 
sel, and but for the almost superhuman exer- 
tions of the crew they would have gone to 
the bottom. On landing they came West to 
Muskegon, Waukesha county, Wis., where 
the family settled. The father bought 
a farm, and with the assistance of his boys 
engaged in its culture. 

In 1856 our subject, in company with his 
brother Thomas, came to Minnesota with five 
yoke of oxen, arriving in Carver county the 
last of June. They stayed with an uncle, and 
cut hay for their oxen, but not finding any 
claims to suit them they came farther west. 
Meeting a Norwegian, they were induced by 
him to come to this county, and here made 
_ their claims, the land not yet being surveyed. 
Our subject took upaclaim on section 1, upon 
which he settled down and proved up. He 
lived on this farm until April 15, 1864, when 
he enlisted in Company C, Hatch’s Independ- 
dent Battalion of Minnesota Cavalry, and 
was in quarters at Pomme de Terre, until the 
fall of 1865. The company then moved to 
Fort Abercrombie, and there and at Fort 
Wadsworth, remained until he was mustered 
out, June 22,1866. We then returned to this 
county and sold his place, and worked at har- 
vesting and threshing, until the fall of that 
year when he purchased the quarter of sec- 
tion 16, where he now lives, which he com- 


menced to improve, and has made his home, 


ever since. 

Mr. Torbenson. was married February 3, 
1868, to Miss Carrie Enerson, and they have 
a family of nine children, as follows—Carl 
A., born December 16, 1868; Ellen L., born 
September 21, 1870; Caroline, born March 
23, 1873; Theodore O., born June 20, 1875; 


Jlenry P., born March 4, 1878, and died July 
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28, 1881; Oscar J., born March 30, 1881; 
Anna II., born March 25, 1883; Paulina J., 
born July 26, 1884; and Emma, born March 
14,1888. The family are meinbers of the 
Lutheran church, and Mr. Torbenson is a 
republican, politically. 
en 
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ENRY E. HOWE, one of the farmers of 
-§ the town of Glencoe, who is helping 
develop the resources of this county, has his 
home on Section 11, where he is engaged in 
general farming and stock-raising. Heisa 
native of the State of Vermont, born July 25, 
1849, and is the son of Lucius and Clara 
(Higgins) Howe. His parents were both 
born in the “Green Mountain State,” and 
the father followed the business of brick 
making and farming in that part of our coun- 
try for many years. In 1856, the family left 
their home in Vermont, and came to the new 
Territory of Minnesota, being determined to 
cast in their lot among the new settlers, then 
flocking to these fertile lands. They settled 
in the thriving village of Chaska, where the 
father engaged in the manufacture of brick, 
and for a number of years carried on that 
line of business. He made his home in later 
years with hisson, Henry, in this county, and 
in Chaska, and died here, February 15, 1881. 
The mother of our subject is also deceased. 
Henry was reared to manhood in Carver 
county, and received his education in its 
schools. On arriving at his majority, he 
adopted agriculture as a calling. He re- 
mained in that county until 1878, and then 
came here, his father having presented him 


with some sixty acres of land on Section 2, 
Glencoe town, and on that he made his home 
for five vears, and then removed to his pres- 
ent location. He devotes a large share of 
his attention to stock, and is in the dairy 
business, supplying the most of the people of 
Glencoe. 
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Mr. Howe was married November 16, 187], 
to Miss Caroline Smith, a native of Germany, 
and the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Casper 
Smith. dy this union there has been born 
afamily of eight children, as follows—Emily 
V., Emory P., Herbert H., Florence, Eldy, 
Francis, Henry, and Elmer. 

In political matters Mr. Howe is a Repub- 
Jican, and has taken a commendable interest 
in educational matters, having held the office 
of school treasurer. 
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OHN E. LAWSON, the junior partner in 
the firm of Juergens & Lawson, dealers 
-in hardware and groceries, came to Hutchin- 
son, where he now resides and carries on bus- 
iness, June 13, 1877, and, in company with 
Obett Day, opened a hardware store. The 
firm so formed continued in existence until 
March, 1884, when Henry Juergens pur- 
chased the interest of Mr. Day, and the pres- 
ent firm was formed. In 1886 our subject 
sold out his interest in the store to Frank 
Juergens, and worked in the tinshop for the 
Juergens Brothers. In the spring of 1888, 
he again purchased an interest in the store. 

Mr. Lawson is a native of Ireland, where 
he was born April 16, 1844, and is the son of 
Thomas and Rachel Lawson. He was 
brought to thiscountry by his parents at the 
age of six years, and with them settled in St. 
Lawrence county, N.Y. Llis stepfather 
(his own father having died a year or two prey- 
iously) was in the railroad employ for some 
twenty-five years in that part of the “Em- 
pire State.” 

Our subject remained at home until he 
was about fourteen vears old, enjoying such 
educational advantages as was afforded by 
the district schuols of that county. IIe 
learned. the tinner’s trade in his youth, in 
North Lawrence, but before he had finished 
it the man with whom he was failed and, for 
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the time, he abandoned it and went to work 
for a railroad company. Three years he 
spent as section hand and one year as clerk 
in the station, and then went to Chautan- 
qua, Franklin county, N. Y., and there 
resumed his trade and staid three years. 
After working at the tinning — business 
in Malone, N. Y., our subject, in company 
with Charles Fisk, put ina stock of tinware 
and Yankee notions in the village of Nich- 
olsville, in that State, and ran a peddler’s wag- 
on through the country for eighteen months. 
Several other ventures engaged his attention, 
and in 1872 he entered the employ of Lewis 
& Sperry, of Jordan, in the “ Empire State,” 
with whom he staid nearly six years, and 
came directly from there to Hutchinson. 

Mr. Lawson and Miss Emma Cole were 
united in marriage March 13, 1881. 


ae ete So .- be hcg 
Ku HARLES E. BUTLER, one of the leading 
NS merchants of the village of Brown 


ton, came to this county in 1882, and entered 
into the mercantile trade in company 
with J. R. Bell, and for one year they 
dispensed drugs and groceries. At the 
expiration of that time Mr. Bell disposed of 
his interest to D. Y. Butler, and the firm 
thus formed existed one year, when Richard 
Groshoup purchased the interest of the lat- 
ter, and the present firm formed. This was 
in 1886, and they are to-day one of the solid 
and substantial institutions of the village. 
Mr. Butler is a native of this State, born 
in Hennepin county, September 4, 1859, and 
is the son of David and Olive (Bunker) But- 
ler, natives of New York. Le spent his 
boyhood and youth in the common schools 
of Hennepin and Sibley counties, remaining 
under tuition until he was some eighteen 


years of age. For a few years he was 


engaged in farming, but in 1881 he pur- 
chased a half-interest in the hardware busi- 
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ness of J. H. Mallett, at Drownton, and in 
this connection carried on the business for 
a year, and then sold out to his partner. 
The subject of this personal history was 
united in marriage, November 26, 1885, with 
Miss Ella Ocobock, a native of St. Paul, 
Minn., and the daughter of Locke Ocobock 
and Henrietta, his wife. In his politics Mr. 
Butler is a republican, and one of the rep- 
resentative citizens of the village of Brown- 
ton and of the county. Asa business man 
he bears a high reputation for sterling in- 
tegrity and mercantile honor, and he is 
growing into greater favor every day. He 
has had no aspirations for public office, the 
cares of his business and the charms of the 
domestic hearth sufficing to fill his time. 


SS, IDEON K. GILBERT, President of the 
f-]. Bank of Glencoe, was born in New 
Haven, Conn., March 30, 1832. He came to 
Minnesota in 1856 and settled in Glencoe in 
1857 where has since resided. Like most of 
the pioneers he brought little with him ex- 
cept his hands, courage, good business sense 
and tireless energy. His first step was to file 
on a quarter section of Government land, but 
being more inclined to trade, be soon went 
into merchandising and continued the busi- 
ness in a small way for several years. It did 
not take long for the people of the county 
to discover his ability for business affairs and 
from 1857 to 1878 he was acting in some offi- 
cial capacity, most of the time either as 
county treasurer or county auditor. He 
also filled the office of justice of the peace 
from 1859 
postmaster during President Buchanan’s ad- 
ministration from 1859 to 1861. It is safe 
to say that no other man bas done more in 
shaping and developing the sound financial 
policy of the county than he. 

But it is in Glencoe that his knowledge of 
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affairs has been displayed to the best advan- 
tage. In 1875 he established the Bank of 
Glencoe as a private bank, it being the first 
bank established in the county, and which in 
1883 was incorporated under the State Laws 


and is now one of the most prosperous insti- 


tutions in the State. Mr. Gilbert has served 
either in the village councilor on the board 
of education almost continuously since their 
organization, and for the most part has served 
on both boards at the same time. 

Asa member of the school board, though 
one of the highest taxpayers, he has always 
voted in favor of the most liberal appropria- 
tions for the support of schools and has al- 
ways advocated the policy of employing the 
best qualified instructors, regardless of cost. 
Mr. Gilbert has either lead or cordially sup- 
ported with his voice and purse every prac- 
tical enterprise that had for its object the 
promotion and advancement of the material 
and educational interest of the people of his 
town and county. He is a member of the 
Masonic fraternity and held the office of 
worshipful master of Ilope Lodge for several 
years and was the first one initiated west of 
the “ Big Woods.” 

The subject of this sketch was united in 
marriage to Miss Josephine Brewer at Wil- 
braham, Mass., September 25, 1855. They 
are the parents of two children—Luther W., 
cashier of the Bank of Glencoe; and Joseph- 
ine B., wife of F. G. Barrows of Fergus Falls, 


Minn. 
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7s3*HEODORE SCHMALZ, one of the 
a (a young and enterprising citizens of 
ifs Leod county, that are making their mark 
in this part of the State, is engaged, in com- 
pany with his brother, Emil, in the general 
merchandise trade, at Lester Prairie Station, 
under the firm nae and style of Seclimalz 
Srothers. 


are eich aie aa EEE 


lo Anat ois L rt “onli, ic yey 
i 108 Tty F Y 
"tty uabertapltace ie! | se Sea eee ae Sa ae 
awad owt od roti dx oy eve erat.) de | redinw 
dbeni # paren Fado wor ai bas 
bres ytoe eucel sani yo Ai ad i angled 
Sristenl oti} ny 809 yell? ol) wi teddia 
tid! sonia thmonmitno> dzomlc moitiovbh Yo 
bovies and Hay tao od vy) fe oldusitage | 
utd aute 93 te elnod dtod mo 
ihxgers AY Irtstcad Joosdon ont lodolnom 22k. 
ermitle dul al 2reragxet tembeid ad? Yo ono 
Heegite Lsvedlil door odd ey sevst gi botov 
dient! Dine. cléwslos lo sree off? tol anoit 
ou? gartokpnis to yadog od? hotsoorbn, a0 
2809 Yo axolivyrget wralostteni laitilnap taoct 
“ue Ylulivton 4 beol tedsio, and JtodliD alf 
aay 919 emog bon odiey gid dive bated 


P a 
ddd tooplo alt sol had todd oetepwte Laois > Sana d Da 
latina of)-to tnsmeonm hs baa noisomeuny |-ods, tg raobinenT PAREN y ae 
ell to olosy odd Yo Jenrosai lnneitcowhs bre | weK al ino sit goatels) Yo * 
od} Jo todnisat a zi ofl. oyinvoo ban asvot Wits a 
a, voilio ads Lied bow yinwiett vinoanlt | ni ooogald ab ; 


Invevor tol oghol sqoll to wdenes wlqidesow 
lo teow beinitini ono seul ald eae Dae e109%, 
“shoo gil * uch 

ti bovine any dotoda cidt lo goajdua od T 
HW tasonoitl onisdqosol sill 02 ogerriam 
WE £68k OS sodmiotge% eel ,saderd 
» f soilind.—-tailidlide oud ta elaviay galt oe 
“lie lL hres jeoorels) Jo dastl ould lo a9ideno 
led sel Yo weerith 4) Jo alive fl ei 
mre A 


, 9 

Be. ~ 
gS 

3 


mt Yo omy ,STAMNDE vag: ~ ‘Salat bo. wl ss vee 
lo elastin yoiliqiesdd Ing gio? Nmaventasti 7 

das tieily then vin Medd vLaulgs bootol at dont A event? par 2 a ic yooh aM 7 
nore i Avig ons oilh Yo Lie ai roi ao 


wi 


540 


Theodore was born in the town of Win- 
sted, McLeod county, June 4, 1862, and is 
the son of Christopher and Ernestine (Mil- 
brath) Schmalz. IlLis parents were natives of 
Germany and had come to this country in 
1857, and settled in this part of the State. 
They were the parents of six children, whose 
names areas follows: William (who died in 
the Fatherland) Gustavus, Louisa, Hermann, 
Theodore and Emil. 

The subject of this personal history was 
reared upon a farm, and in his youth at- 
tended the district schools with profit. As 
he erew older he entered a store at Green 
Island asa clerk. This was in the winter of 
1883-4. Je remained there until February, 
when he removed to Hector, Renville county, 
where he was employed in assisting a 
brother in the labors on his farm. Two years 
later he returned to Winstead, and May 1, 
1887, he and Emil opened their store at Les- 
ter Prairie. He is also engaged in the breed- 
ing of fine Percheron horses. 

Mr. Schmalz was united in marriage 
August 26, 1887, with Miss Ernestine 
Schmalz. Ile is a Democrat in his politics, 
and in his religion, a Lutheran. The brothers 
have commenced to build up a fine trade and 
enjoy the confidence and respect of the en- 
tire community. 


12°HOMAS McADAM, a leading farmer 
of the town of Collins, has a pleas- 
ant home on sections 24 and 25, and has 
brought one hundred acres of bis quarter 
section to a high state of cultivation and 
fertility. Ile has considerable stock on his 
place, and carries on what may be called 
mixed farming. Ile is a native of County 
Armagh, Ireland, born July 26, 1838, and 
is the son of Thomas and Ann (Turner) 
McAdam. He was reared in the land of 
his birth, and lived there until the year 
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1856, at which date he immigrated to the 
United States, and in the counties of Bucks 
and Luzerne, Penn., was employed for about 
four years in driving a team in the lumber 
business. In 1860 he made his way west- 
ward to St. Paul, Minn., and from there 
to Washington county, where he followed 
farming for some two years. Removing to 
Rice county, this State, he there purchased 
a farm upon which he resided until Lss2, 
engaged in its cultivation. During the year 
last mentioned he sold out his interest there, 
and moved to this county, and located in 
Collins township, on the place where he 
now lives. 

Mr. MeAdam was united in marriage No- 
vember 21, 1862, with Miss Eliza Thompson, 
the daughter of Andrew and Nancy (McCor- 
mick) Thompson. She was born in County 
Tyrone, Ireland, June 6, 1837. The issue 
of their union has been eight children, as 
follows: Anna Martha, born September 28, 
1864; Margaret Jane, born June 21, 1866; 
William, born November 21, 1868; Sarah, 
born August 23, 1870; Elizabeth, born Feb- 
ruary 12, 1872; Thomas, born October 23, 
1873; John, born April 12, 1876, and died 
September 20, 1877; and Emma, born Janu- 
ary 12, 1878. : 

Mr. McAdam is one of the enterprising 
men of the town, and stands high in the 
estimation of the people of the community. 
His aspirations for preferment do not lie in 
the way of public office, he rather favoring 
the retirement of home life, and attention 
to his agricultural pursuits. 


<-> DWARD A. TEWS, a successful and 
thriving agriculturist of the town of 
Acoma, living on section 23, is, although a 
young man, one of the earliest settlers in the 
county, having resided here since the year 
1858. He is a native of Germany, born 
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October 24, 1854, and is the son of William 
and Sophia Tews. When he was but six 
months old he was brought across the sea to 
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trict. He is one of the men to whom the 
neighborhood looks as a leader in all move- 
ments looking to the benefit of the com- 


the shores of America in his mother’s arms. | munity, and he merits the estimation in 


The family located in the State of Wiscon- 
sin at the time, but in 1858 removed to 
McLeod County, and settled in the town of 
Acoma. 

The subject of this sketch was reared in 
this county, and was afforded such educa- 
tional advantages as the country possessed, 
and remained on the paternal farm, employ- 
ed in assisting to carry on its duties, until 
May 29, 1877, when he was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Mary Ann Rusch, a native 
of Germany, and the daughter of Edward 
and Mina Rusch. The young couple then 
set up an establishment of their own on sec- 


tion 26, where they resided some four years.. 


At the expiration of that time Mr. Tews re- 
moved to his present place on section 23, 
where he has a fine farm of 360 acres of 
excellent land. 
tasty cottage home, good barn and other 
out-buildings since coming here, and all in a 
beautiful natural grove. He is giving a 
large share of his attention to stock raising 
and has a fine herd of horses and cattle. 
Notwithstanding the loss of his fine barn 
full of hay, October 4, 1886, by fire, with a 
loss of some $1,400, only 8460 of which was 
insured, he has succeeded in placing himself 
among the wealthy and well-to-do farmers 
of this county by his industry and attention 
to his business. He has followed threshing 
for the past fourteen years, and nowy owns : 
steam thresher in connection with his 
brother Albert. 

Mr. Tews has always taken a great inter- 


est in the public affairs of the township, and 


hats served on the board of supervisors ever 
since 1883, and is the present chairman of 
that body. In educational matters he is an 
eflicient worker, and has held his share of 
the positions on the school board of the dis- 


IIe has erected a neat and | 


which he is held. [lis family consists of 
four children, all boys — William A., Albert 
W., Oliver W., and George W. 


OHN MERSEN, one of the prominent and 

J leading citizens of Hutchinson, wastorn 
in Holland, August 7, 1841, and is the son of 
John and Maria Mersen. In 1849, when the 
subject of this sketch was but eight years old, 
he was brought to this country by his parents, 
who settled in Milwaukee, Wis., and there 
he was-reared and educated. He learned 
the carpenter’s trade in his young manhood, 
and followed that line of business in the 
“Cream City” until 1866, when he came to 
Hutchinson. 

On his arrival here he took up the building 
and contracting branch of his trade and car- 
ried it on quite successfully until 1880, when 
he gave it up. In 1869 he had purchased the 
farm which he now owns adjoining the town 
site and which contains some forty acres. 
This he has rented most of the time until 
within the last few years. In 1878 he e.n- 
barked in the pump business and has given 
that some attention ever since. At the pres- 
ent he is devoting his time to the raising of 
small fruits and in market gardening. 

Mr. Mersen has always taken a lively in- 
terest in all town matters, and in 1879 was 
elected town treasurer and has been re-elected 
to that office every term since. [eis a mem- 
ber of the Masonic fraternity, having been 
made a Mason in Temple Lodge No, 59, in 
1867, and has held most of the offices in that 
body. He is also a member of the Odd Fel- 
lows order. 

December 24, 1871, Mr. Mersen was united 
in marriage with Miss Nancy T. Hoffman, 
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who died December 24, 1874, leaving two ; Lane and Bushnell, returned to Illinois wit) 


children—Edith E., and Harry J. In 1880 
Mr. M. was married to Miss Delia Bonniwell. 
By this union there have been born four 
children—Alice, Chloe, Olive and Jessie E. 

The subject of our sketch has the entire 
confidence and esteem of the people of the 
community in which he lives, and is.one of 
the enterprising citizens that have made the 
village what it is. 


te LESS 1S 


pA ee Oee S. NOBLES, one of Mc- 
— 


Leod county’s earliest settlers, is 
engaged in the wheat trade, owning and 
operating one of the elevators at Glencoe. 
He was born in Ashtabula county, Ohio, 
September 29, 1832, and is theson of William 
B. and Mariah Nobles. At an early day 
he removed to Cook county, Ill. He re- 
mained at home with his mother until reach- 
ing his majority, his father having died when 
our subject was but six years of age. 

In the vear 1854 he was united in marriage 
with Miss Catherine M. Cool, a native of 
Erie county, Penn., born in April, 1834. In 
the spring of 1856 he started for Minnesota, 
with a team and wagon. He drove through 
the mud, for the season was very wet, to 
Dubuque, Iowa, where he shipped on board 
a steamboat for St. Paul, from whence he 
drove to Glencoe, arriving here May 6. The 
next day he started out to look up a location 
and camped that night on the banks of what 
is now called Noble’s lake. He and his 
companions, Jeremiah Nobles and C. B. 
Lane, took up claims in Sumter township 
and made some improvements. At this time 
all the settlers here were J. Nobles, C. B. 
Lane, Reuben Bushnell and himself. After 
getting out logs for a cabin he went back to 
Illinois, where he purchased some stock and 
drove them to Wisconsin. Hearing bad 
news from this locality, the two partners, 
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the cattle, some seventy-five head, while Mr. 
Nobles came on to Glencoe, where he went 
to work for the old saw-mill company. Jere. 
miah Nobles, after bringing out the two 
families, returned to Illinois, and got his 
share of the cattle, but our subject lost his 
entirely, which embarrassed him financially, 
He remained with this company until the 
fall of 1857, when he was employed by Dax- 
ter & White, who were building a saw and 
grist mill at Koniska, this county, with whom 
he remained until the spring of 1859. Tle 
then took up a claim in the town of Rich 
Valley, and commenced its improvement. 
While here the Rebellion broke out, and Sep- 
tember 11, 1861, Mr. Nobles enlisted in Com- 
pany K, Second Minnesota Infantry. He was 
mustered in at Fort Snelling, after which the 
regiment was ordered to Lebanon Junction, 
Ky., where they went into camp. January - 
1, 1862, they started for Mill Springs and 
participated in the battle at that place. In 
April they moved to Pittsburg Landing, ar- 
riving too late to take any part in the battle 
there. He was at the siege of Corinth, the 
battles of Chickamauga and Missionary 
tidge. At the storming and capture of 
Missionary Ridge an interesting and impor- 
tant incident occurred which has never yet 
appeared in the history of the regiment. A 
party of soldiers, including Sergeant Pen- 
dergast, Wilbur F. Little, Thomas Adams, 
A. S. Nobles and about a dozen others cap- 
tured a section of artillery soon after reach- 
ing the top of the hill, after a hand-to-hand 
and spirited contest over it. Shortly after 
this our subject veteranized and after his 
furlough joined the regiment in March, 
1864, near Ringgold, Ga. With them he 
participated in all the engagements of the 
Atlanta campaign and in the famous Marchi 
to the Sea under Sherman and in the grand 
review at Washington, in June, 1865. He 
received his discharge at Louisville, Ky., in 
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July, 1865, and returned to this county and 


went on a new farm on section 10, Sumter | 


township, which he improved and where he 
lived for ten years. He then moved to Glen- 
coe, where he has lived ever since. 

In 1876 he was elected sheriff and held 
that office for two years, and since that time 
has been engaged in the wheat traftic. Mr. 
and, Mrs. Nobles have had a family of six 
children, three of whom are living. 

Mr. Nobles is a member of I obert L. Me- 
Cook Post, No. 28, G. A. R., of Glencoe. 


A 
~ 4%, 
KGB G 


ij AMES W. WILLIAMSON, one of the in- 
YJ telligent and enterprising farmers of 
Sumter township, is a native of Pennsyl- 
vania, born in Lycoming county, December 
13, 1841, and is the son of John and Nancy 
(Polhamus) Williamson. Iis parents were 
also natives of the “ Keystone State,” and 
were prominent people there. They had a 
family of four children — Marshall, Gideon, 
Francis and James W. 

The subject of this memoir was reared 
and educated among the hills and valleys 
of the central part of the State and within 
sound of the rushing waters of the noble 
West Branch of the famous Susquehanna 
river, and at the age of eighteen years 
adopted the calling of sawyer and foreman 
in the saw-mills, that country being one of 
the great lumbering regions of the land. 
Four years later, February 23, 1863, he en- 
listed in Company K, Fighth Pennsylvania 
Cavalry, and with that gallant ‘yegiment 
participated in the campaigns bey ond the 
Rapidan, and was actively engaged in the 
battles of the Wilderness, Spottsylvania, 
North Anna, Cold Harbor, Petersburg, 
Dinwiddie Courthouse, Five Fork’s Creek, 
Snecker’s Ferry, Winchester, Fisher's Hill, 
Peebles Run, Weldo Road, Hatcher’s Run, 
Weldon R. R., Rowanta, Reame Station, Jet- 
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tersville, Paine’s Cross Roads, Saylor’s Creek, 
Deatonsville, Farmville, Appomattox Sta- 
tion, Appomattox Courthouse or surrender 
of the Army of Northern Virginia, besides 
many skirmishes around Petersburg and 
Richmond, Ie was discharged August 16, 

1865, and returned to his home to take up 
his labors in the mill. 

January 17, 1867, our subject was united 
in marriage with Miss Emma Manaval, 
native of ‘Bradford county, Penn., and the 
daughter of Jacob and Sarah (Fulkerson) 
Manaval. She is one of a family of four 
children. About a year after their mar- 
riage the young couple came to Minnesota, 
and settled in St. Paul, where Mr. William- 
son carried on carpentering. He also car- 
ried on lumbering ‘quite extensively in the 
northern part of the State, and for several 
years owned and operated a steam saw-mill 
at Kettle River Station, on the St. Paul & 
Duluth Railroad, in Pine county, Minn: He 
took an active interest in public affairs there, 
and was one of the board that organized 
Kettle River township. After leaving there 
he was engaged in carpentering in St. Paul, 
and in 1873 he came to this county and lo- 
cated on the place where he now lives, on 
section 86, Sumter township, where he has 
been employed in the pursuit of agriculture 
ever since. 

Mr. Williamson and his wife are the par- 
ents of nine children, as follows: Maud, 
Robert, Dudlev, Mortimer, Edna, James W., 
Millie, Horace (deceased) and Lulu (deceased). 
Iie and the family rank high in the estimation 
of the people of the community, and are 
representative citizens. 


ON. DAVID A. ADAMS, one of Mc- 

Leod county’s earliest settlers, is a 
resident of the village of Ilutchinson, where 
he is engaged in carrying on the real estate 
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and loan business. Heis a native of Norfolk 
county, England, born February 26, 1838, 
and is the son of George and Elizabeth 
Adams. He received a common-school edu- 
cation, and when thirteen he was appren- 
ticed to a carpenter, but when he was be- 
tween sixteen and seventeen years of age, 
the master giving him his time, he decided 
to seek in the western settlements of this 
country anew home. Embarking at Liver- 
pocl, October 14, 1854, he crossed the broad 
Atlantic to America, landing at New York 
on the 20th of November following. The 
next spring he came to Chicago, and six 
weeks later to Minnesota and located near 
Faribault, Rice county, where he engaged 
in carpentering. In July, 1857, he came to 
this county with William Cook.and his fam- 
ily and remained with them, two miles 
north of the village, until the following 
summer, when he moved to a farm south of 
Hutchinson. There he remained until the 
Indian outbreak of 1862, when he moved 
into the village, and although not a member 
of the home guard did duty with them in 
the defense of the place. He then moved 
back to Rice county, and in the winter of 
1864 enlisted as a recruit in Company B, 
First Minnesota. Infantry, and joined that 
band of heroic men who had breasted so many 
fierce waves of battle, at City Point, Va., 
where the noble Second Corps to which they 
belonged lay incamp. With the regiment 
- Mr. Adams was an active participant in all 
the engagements where the corps took part, 
from North Anna to Appomattqx. After 
the surrender of General Lee and the close 
of hostilities, and after passing in the grand 
review at Washington in June, 1865, Mr. 
Adams returned to Rice County, but in the 
summer of 1866 came to Hutchinson, and 
shortly after took a farm of 80 acres of Jand 
on section 24, Lynn township. He com- 
menced the improvement of his farm and 
lived there for four years, and then moved 
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to another place he had purchased on see- 
tion 13, in the same town. In 1874 he 
moved into the village and has lived there 
ever since. He now owns and controls a 
fine farm of 560 acres of land. 

Mr. Adams was one of the organizers of 
Lynn township, and the first justice of the 
peace therein, and has filled that office ever 
since while in this county. In 1871 he was 
elected to represent this district in the State 
Legislature, and served during the session of 
1872. Ie was chosen one of the first board 
of village trustees, and has filled the office 
of village recorder. ever since then. Ile 
has always been one of the enterprising, 
public spirited citizens of the place, an in- 
stance of which is given in his being one of 
the four citizens who guaranteed the pay- 
ment of asum of money sufficient to pay for 
the right of way and depot grounds offered 
as an inducement to the railroad to run a 
branch to Hutchinson, and with the others, 
paid his $672, necessary to make up the 
amount short in the subscription. He erect- 
ed the first brick residence in the village 
where he has valuable real estate interests. 

Mr. Adams was married May 24, 1868, to 
Miss Annie M. Durant, a native of Norfolk 
county, England, whose parents, Willlam 
and M. A. Durant, were pioneers in Rice 
county. By this union there have been 
born a family of four children—one son and 
three daughters. 


2*HOMAS THOMPSON, a fine specimen 
( of the thrifty and intelligent Scotch- 
Irish race that have so materially assisted in 
the development of this country, is a res- 
ident of the town of Collins, having his home 
on section 24, where he has a valuable farm 
of 160 acres. Part of his place lies in the 
adjoining section 23, he having purchased in 


company with his brother Andrew some 520 
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acres on coming here, and divided it to suit 
themselves. : 
The subject of this sketch is the son of 


Andrew and Nancy Thompson, and was 
born in County Tyrone, Ireland, December 


95, 1842. He came to the United States 
with his parents in 1857, and the family, 
after spending a short time is St. Paul, went 
to Rice county, where the father took a 
claim and commenced its improvement. 
Thomas remained at home with his parents, 
assisting in carrying on the farm until 1880, 
when he came to this county and settled 
where he now lives. 

Mr. Thompson was united in marriage 
April 6, 1882, with Miss Fannie M. Gard, 
the daughter of Leonard B. and Elizabeth 
Gard, and who was born in the town of 
Sumter, this county, August 14,1862. "They 
are the parents of three children, as follows: 
Anna Laura, who was born January 30, 18383; 
Ethel Grace, born May 26, 1885; and Leon- 
ard James, whose birth occurred in October, 
1887. 

The subject of this memoir is one of a 
family of seven children; Andrew, one of 
his brothers, is a resident of Collins town- 
ship, William lives in St. Paul, Oliver in Ih- 
nois, John in Pittsburgh, Eliza (Mrs. T. Me- 
Adan) in Collins, as does the other sister, 
Martha (Mrs. John Mullin). Mr. Thompson 
iste republican in politics, and one of the most 
highly respected citizens in the portion of the 
county in which he lives. 


+S HARLES J. JOHNSON, one of the en- 
terprising and thrifty Scandinavian 
farmers of the town of Lynn, was born in 
the southeastern part of Sweden, March 10, 
Isoo. Ile remained at home with his par- 
ents, Jonas and Briteelen Jolinson, attending 
school until he was fourteen years of age, 
and after that time was employ ed upon kids 
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father’s farm. As he grew to the years of 
manhood he saw how impossible it was for 


him to rise in his native land,and at the age 
of twenty-four he immigrated to the United 


States. On landing on these shores he 
turned his steps toward this county, and 


hired out his services to a farmer for a few 
months. Ile then rented a place, but the 
next year purchased a farm of 112 acres, and 
his wife, shortly after, falling heir to a farm 
of 102 acres, they had a fine farm. They 
now own some 297 acres, upon which there 
isa good house, large barn and other out- 
buildings and a nice grove and orchard. 

Mr. Johnson was married in Glencoe, Sep- 
ternber 28, 1881, to Miss Bitty Pehrson, who 
was born in Sweden, March 17, 1862, and 
the daughter of Andrew and Nellie (Ander- 
son) Péht son. They have a family of four 
children, asfollows: Bertha Clarinda Joseph- 
ine, born October 30, 1882; David Gustaf, 
born July 26, 1885; Teckla Christine, born 
December 18, 1886, and Hulda Elizabeth, 
born January 7, 1888. 

The parents of Mrs. Johnson died when 
she was but four years of age, and she was 
brought up by heruncle, John Peterson, who 
came with her to Lynn in July, 1869. At 
that time the best house he could build for 
temporary occupancy was one made of sod, 
and that would leak when it rained hard. 
They lived in this for some eight weeks 
until he had another and a better one built. 

The subject of this sketch and his wife 
own land in the towns of Acoma, Hutchin- 
son and Lynn, and tio years ago they pur- 
chased two lots in the village of Iutchinson 
for 8300. Ile has some stock which he got 
from an uncle, and now has thirty-one head 
of cattle and eight horses. Forty 
his land were procured of his uncle, and 
ninety-one acres from his aunt Karna Jans- 
sen in Denmark. They are members of the 
Lutheran church and faithful in their relig- 
ious work. He is a republican in his politics. 
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Ae BAGLEY, the junior member of 


the lumber firm of W. Chambers & 
Co., of Glencoe, is a native of Knox county, 
Ohio, born September: 21, 1536, and is the 
son of Simeon A. and Almira (Latham) 
Bagley. He is of pure Puritan stock and 
traces his lineage to one of the first families 
to set foot on the bleak shores of New Eng- 
land, in 1620. In 1888 the subject of this 
sketch was brought to Iowa ‘and settled in 
what is now Muscatine county. He was 
reared in that locality until 1846, and then 
the family removed to Cedar county, the 
same State. In this latter place he remained 
until reaching his majority, when he worked 
for a year on a farm in Madison county and 
then returned to Tipton, Cedar county, and 
there took charge of his father’s wagon shop. 
Six years later he entered into mercantile 
trade at which he remained some twenty 
years. At the expiration of that time he 
came to the village of Glencoe, and went in- 
to the lumber business with his father-in-law, 
and the firm so formed exists to-day. He 
was married July 23, 1863, to Mrs. Shipley, 
formerly Miss Nancy M. Chambers, and they 
have two children—Cassius H. and Susie B. 
Mrs. Bagley has by her former marriage one 
son—William E. 
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GUR MARSHALL, a fine representative 
fox of the sturdy Saxon yeomanry of Al- 
bion’s shores, is engaged in agricultural pur- 
suits on section 1, of Winsted township. Ile 
has a beautiful farm of 120 acres of excellent 
Jand, and the buildings are of a quaint and 
picturesque style of antique English archi- 
tecture and evinces excellent taste on the 
part of the owner. | 
Mr. Marshall was born in Yorkshire, Eng- 
land, January 25, 1836, and is the son of 
John and Mary Marshall, natives of that isle. 
He received but a limited amount of school- 


ing inhis youth and was early apprenticed 
to the wood turner’s trade. At that business 
he was engaged for years in the land of his 
birth at wages running from $5 to $6 a week 
and supported a family on it. 

Our subject was married in his native land, 
and on Kaster day, 1854, they set sail for the 
United States. From April until the autwnn 
of that year he found employment in iron 
mines of Michigan and then came to McLeod 
county, Minn., and purchasing the place 
where he now lives in Winsted, commenced 
its improvement. Here he has continued to 
reside ever since and has identified himself 
with the growth and development of the 
town. 

Mr. and Mrs. Marshall are the parents of 
three children—Eliza, born in England, July 
1, 1853; Mary Ann, born in the same coun- 
try, October 2, 1855, and died there, and 
tobert, born December 12, 1867. In their 
religion the family are Baptists and zealous 
Christian people. In all political questions 
the subject of this memoir affiliates with the 
republican party being in accord with its 
principles. Although not obtrusive he has 
indelibly stamped his individuality upon the 
neighborhood which is the better for his 
presence here and he receives the esteem of 
all the community. 
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ON. LEWIS HARRINGTON was born 

in Greene, Trumbull county,, Ohio, 
November 22, 1850. Ilis father, John Ilar- 
rington, moved to Ohio from Lower Canada 
in 1817, having come originally from Ver- 
mont. His mother, Rhoda Kee, was the 
mother of seven children, of whom Lewis 
was the youngest. 

Pioneer life in the wilderness of Ohio at 
that time was a hard struggle. A day's 
joumney from the nearest trading post, roads 
mere paths through the forest, the country 
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heavily timbered, the task of conquering 
natural difficulties and building society there 
demanded a brave people. 

To most children only a common English 
education was possible, but by virtue of sacri- 
fice on the part of his parents and_persever- 
ance in himself Lewis Harrington received a 
thorough education. Tis academic training 
was received at Austinburg, and his college 
course in Cleveland, where, excelling in 
mathematics, he graduated in the course of 
civil engineering. when about twenty years 
of age. For the following two years he was 
engaged in railroad engineering in Pennsy!- 
vania and Ohio. In 1854 he visited his 
brother, William, who had settled on the 
banks of Lake Minnetonka, Hennepin county, 
Minn., and decided then to make his home in 
this State. Tlaving served one term as sur- 
veyor of Hennepin county, in the fall of 
1855, together with the Hutchinson brothers 
and others, he made a trip through the * Dig 
Woods,” and located a settlement on the 
present site of Hutchinson, where in the 
spring of 1856 he took up his permanent resi- 
dence. 

lle was the pioneer postmaster, surveyor 
and hotel-keeper, and heartily engaged in 
every enterprise that tended to build up the 
town, 

I}utchinson was then one of the extreme 
frontier posts of northwest emigration, 
and was reaping the advantage of a large 
number of real settlers, bringiny money and 
stock, courage and enterprise, when the 
crash of 1857 swept from the money centers 
of the East to the most extreme settler of 
the West. All business was paralyzed in a 
day. Then hard times meant a struggle for 
bread, for Minnesota was dependent on the 
yrain of Illinois for subsistence, and it must 
be hauled over wretched roads from the 
rivers in summer, or from the railroad at La 
Crosse in winter. 

Through these hard times Lewis Harring- 
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ton, simple in habits, full of hope, fertile in 
resources, stimulating others to persevere by 
his example, was undaunted. In the winter 
of 1856-57 he surveyed a State road from 
Watertown to Forest City, then the county 
seat of Meeker county, and in after years 
had several contracts for Government. sur- 
veys through the State. The excellent sys- 
tem of roads which radiate from Hutchinson 
like the spokes of a wheel, are due to his 
judgment. On the breaking out of the war, 
in 1861, the question of duty weighed heavi- 
ly upon Mr. Harrington. Naturally patriotic 
and brave, clearly seeing the question in- 
volved in the contest, all his impulses led him 
to the front, yet other interests equally im- 
portant, and counsels of friends, seemed to fix 
his post of duty and of danger here. Nor did 
he wait long tosee the wisdom of his decision. 
The Sioux massacre of August,1862, swept the 
frontier of Minnesota its entire length, and 
tried abundantly the courage of all settlers, 
Among the very few settlements that were 
not abandoned was Hutchinson. As soon 
as the outbreak was known, a company 
of militia was formed, with Lewis Harring- 
ton as captain. A stockade was built, from 
which the village was defended. The 4th 
of September, 1862, this company success- 
fully withstood the attack of Little Crow and 
his band, saying about half the town from 
destruction. During the following year, 
which was one of even greater danger, My. 
Harrington remained at his post until the 
hostile Sioux were removed by the Govern- 
ment beyond the Missouri river. 

In 1866-68 he was a member of the State 
Legislature, and afterwards became interested 
in railroad lands in the counties of Wright, 
Stearns, Mecker, Kandiyohi and Swift, where 
he was instrumental in establishing scores of 
happy homes. 

On December 27, 1857, he was married 
to Ellen M. Pendergast, who was born in 
Durham, N. H., May 16, 1836, had come to 
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Milwaukee in 1855, and accompanied her 
brother William to [Hutchinson in the spring 
of 1857. She was the daughter of the late 


Solomon Pendergast, whose family was 
among the first to settle in Hutchinson. 


It was through the heroic efforts of Mrs. 
Lewis Harrington, Mrs. William Harrington 
and Mrs. David Ells, that the company of 
militia before mentioned was raised for the 
defense of the village after the men had 
given the matter up, and it had been deter- 
mined to seek safety elsewhere. Martha A, 
born in 1858, and William E., born in 1860, 
are the only children. 

During the greater part of the winter of 
1883-84, Mr. Harrington was engaged in 
locating timber land in Washington Terri- 
tory, and in the summer following added to 
it a Government surveying contract —a sur- 
vey which was opposed by the Indians, they 
having driven off two parties before Mr. 
Harrington arrived. He immediately called 
‘a council of the chiefs, and succeeded in 
gaining their consent to proceed with the 
survey. On the 14th of August, on Skagitt 
river, about 150 miles north of Seattle, 
whence his family had accompanied him, 
he was killed by a fall from a precipice, 
caused by the giving way of the rock The 
following is from the pen of the Ion. Lib- 
erty Hall, for many years editor of the 
Glencoe Leeyister: 

“For nearly thirty years Mr. Harrington 
has stood in the very front rank of the more 
prominent men of McLeod county, and his 
name is written on every page of its history. 
Ile was one, if not the leader, of the advance 
euard that planted the standard of civiliza- 
tion in this beautiful valley, and from that 
day, to the hour of his death, he devoted the 
best energies of his life to advancing ‘that 
standard higher and still higher. He was 
the friend and supporter of every movement 
that had for its end the elevation and im- 
provement of the society in which he lived. 
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It is for his manly loyalty to-his home. his 
people, his county and his State, that we do 
now, and always shall, honor his memory.” 


wy ERDINAND BASEMAN, @ successful 
| and leading farmer of Acoma town- 
ship, living on section 20, first saw the lieht 
in Prussia, August 31, 1828, and is the son 
of Fred and Dorothea (Pipcorn) Baseman. 
When he was yet a small child the family 
immigrated to the United States and settled 
in the State of New York, but shortly after 
removed to Coshocton county, Ohio, where 
they lived for several years. The father was 
a blacksmith and worked at his trade. In 
an early day they went to Milwaukee, when 
there were at that place only three small 
stores, a small warehouse and a couple of 
dwelling houses. Indians were plenty there 
at that time, and the whites were so few 
that the father of the subject of this memoir 
could not procure anything to do.at his trade, 
and worked around at whatever he could find 
for three or four years, and then moved out 
into the country and commenced farming, a 
vocation he followed for thirty years, in 
connection with his trade. 
Ferdinand learned the blacksmith’s trade 
with his father, and worked with him for 
some years. February: 28, 1857, he was 


united in marriage with Miss <Anstina 
Schmailing, who was born in Prussia, De- 


cember 20, 1836, and is the daughter of John 
and Caroline Schinailing, natives of Prussia. 
In 1868 he and his family moved to Minne- 
sota, and he purchased a farm on sections 1} 
and 20 in Acoma township, this county. 
where he now lives and owns 166 acres of 
fine land. He is the parent of six living 
children, as follows—Fred, born TFebruary ¢, 
1859; Frank, born July 16, 1860; William, 
born September 15, 1866; Helena, born De- 
cember 22, 1867; Henry, born February Lo. 
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is763 and Jolin, born June 15, 1878. Frank 
married Miss Martha Schletter, and lives in 
Ifutchinson. Besides these, Mr. Baseman 
has buried ten children. Ile is a member of 
the Lutheran church, and in his politics is a 
democrat. Ile has held the offices of super- 
visor of the town and that of school director 
in the district. Ife is a very popular and 
esteemed citizen, and one of the most indus- 
trious and painstaking farmers in the town, 
and rapidly improving his condition finan- 
cially. 


OHN HOODECHECK, an enterprising 

farmer of the town of Hutchinson, is 
au native of Bohemia, Austria, and was born 
in June, 1841. He was reared in the Jand of 
his birtn, and there made his home beneath 
the sunny skies of that beautiful land of the 
lower Danube until he was some thirteen 
years of age. At that time his parents, John 
and Helena (Oliva) Hoodecheck, decided to 
leave their native land, and to seek in the 
country of the free America the liberty of 
action and the chance of acquiring a compe- 
tence that is denied the inhabitant of the 
overcrowded old world, and embarked for 
the United States with their family. They 
landed in the city of New York in 1855, 
from whence they came to Racine, Racine 
county, Wis., and in the latter place made 
their home until 1867. At the last named 
date John moved to McLeod county, Minn., 
and located upon section 23 in the southeast 
part of Ilutchinson township, where he has 
remained ever since. During the late Civil 
War, that destroyed so many of the youth of 
this fair land, the patriotic ardor for the land 
of his adoption that burned in the breast of 
our subject led him to enlist in the army of 
the Union, and he joined Company H, 
‘Twenty-Second Wisconsin Infantry, and 
served most valiantly for three years. With 
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that gallant regiment he participated in. all 
the hardships and campaigns of that event- 
ful period, and did his full duty in the defense 
of the Union. After suffering the trials and 
tribulations of a soldier’s life, and exposing 
his breast to the deadly bullet and shrieking 
shell he was discharged June 12, 1865, and 
returned to his home. 

The subject of this personal history was 
united in marriage in February, 1868, with 
Miss Anna Urban, a native of the beautiful 
plains of Bohemia, and the daughter of 
Wencle and Josephine Urban, and as the 
result of their union, they have a family of 
four children—William J., born January 8, 
1869; Frank, born April 20, 1871; Anna, 
born February 7, 1873; and Joseph, born 
March 24, 1879, all of whom are living. In 
his politics our subject is a democrat and an 
ardent supporter of the candidates of that 
party. He hasa fine farm of 181 acres of 
Jand, and is a leading and influential citizen 
of the community. 


NTHONY CORNIEA. Among the very 
earliest settlers of McLeod county 
is the gentleman of whom this sketch 1s 
written. Ile is a resident of the town of 
Helen, on section 24, where he located in 
1855, thirty-three years ago. With him at 
that time came his father and brother, Greg- 
ory and Dennis, and when they arrived here 
they found but one man in the town, Duncan 
McDougal. They put up their shanty and 
then commenced clearing up the land and 
something like 
acres in a condition to put in a crop the 
following spring. Putting in corn and po- 
tatoes he harvested a small amount of the 
latter, but the corn was destroyed by frost. 
That winter he went to the lower settle- 
ments, where he found employment in chop- 
ping wood to make a living. He returned 
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in the spring and again essayed to get 
crop and succeeded very well. Pines 

gan to grow better with him until the In- 
me cuthe eak in 1862, and when they heard 
the news in Helen the subject of our sketch 
and his father and brother piled what they 
could of their belongings on the only wagon 
they had and started for Carver. Passing 
through that village he took his family to 
Bloomington, Hennepin county, and leaving 
them there returned to his farm. After be 
had been back a couple of days he was told 
that there was a fort at Glencoe, and on his 
going there to see had a gun put in his hands 
and put on guard. W ith him at his house 
were Lewis Henry and Joseph Clements, and 
the three would work and stand guard in 
turn. After about six weeks of his kind of 
suspense the soldiers suppressed the trouble 
and Mr. C. brought his family back to their 
home. 

The subject of this memoir was born in 
Canada, January 15, 1826, and is the son of 
Gregory Corniea. Ie was married Novem- 
ber 15, 1853, and the following spring came 
to the States as mentioned above, His wife, 
who was formerly Miss Louise La Vellee, is 
the mother of twelve children. 


ELSON, one of the at 


OS, EORGE M. NE 


ing attorneys of McLeod county, i 
located at the thriving village of ica 


We was born in Denmark, December 14, 
1856, and is the son of Soren and Maria 
(Peterson) Nelson. Our subject was reared 
beneath bis nativeskies until he had attained 
the age of ten years, but in the spring of 
1867 his parents with their four children 
left their home and sought on foreign shores 
the fortune denied them in the andl: of their 
birth. Crossing the stormy Atlantic they 
landed at Quebee, Canada, about the Jast of 
.May, and from there came direct to Minne- 
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sota. Pe ninsan Mankato through the 
summer, before frost, after purchasing a 
wagon, oxen, cows and what household 
soods they needed, they started in search of 
a The father had but little ides 
where he would settle, but with two other 
parties pushed on into the State. The season 
had been very wetand as at that time there 
were no roads to speak of, or few bridves, 
the little party had to cross the sloughs and 
creeks as best they could. Sian ie they 
would unload the wagons and carry the stuff 
across the worst places on their backs. as the 
mud was so deep and soft that the oxen 
could hardly draw the empty wagons. 
Tray eling i in ‘this way, enduring many priva- 
tions and much discom fort te some three 
weeks, they reached a point near Hutchin- 
son, where the elder Mr. Nelson purchased 
some wild land on section 2, in the town of 
Lynn, and settled down to the hard life of 
a Western farmer. He soon put upa house 
for his family and commenced to get in hay 
enough to carry the stuck through the win- 
ter, and break a little of the prairie sod. 
Upon the place which he thus settled he 
lived until 1886, when he removed to the 
village of Iutchinson, where he now lives 
in comfort and ease. 

George M. Nelson remained at home with 
his parents until 1870, receiving his educa- 
tion in the excéllent salvicla of Ilutehinson. 
He had taught some two or three terms of 
school in this county during the time he was 
in attendance upon the latter educational 
institution, The profession of teacher he 
then followed regularly until 1879, at which 
time he entered the law department of the 


University of Michigan, at Ann Arbor, Mich. 
During the two previous years he had 
studied law in the ollice of J. V. V. Lew is, 


at Hutchinson, while engaged in the duties 
of his tutorship, and helping carry on the 


family farm. He was graduated by thie 
university in LSS1, when he returned to 
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Hlutchinson and formed a partnership with 
his former instructor, under the firm name of 
Lewis & Nelson, with whom he remained 
until 1885. In the fall of 1884 Mr. Nelson 
was elected to fill the office of county at- 
torney on the republican ticket, having a 
majority of 170. This, in a county that is 
usually 600 Democratic, is a sufficient 
criterion of the estimation in which the sub- 
ject of our sketch is held in the community. 
In the fall of 1885 the partnership with Mr. 
Lewis was dissolved, and Mr. Nelson re- 
moved to Glencoe. In the fall of 1886 he 
was re-elected to the same office by a plural- 
ity of over 900 and still holds it. He has a 
well-stocked library, covering some 400 vol- 
umes. 

Mr. Nelson was united in marriage De- 
cember 7, 1882, with Miss Ina I. Keeler, a 
daughter of John and Rachel Keeler, of 
Buffalo, Wright county. 
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w DWARD EVANS, who is carrying on 
farming on section 27, in the town 
of Collins, has a fine place of 160 acres, 
which, notwithstanding his early ill-luck, he 
has brought to a high state of cultivation, 
and is ranked with the well-to-do men of 
the county. He came to Collins in the 
spring of 1874 and purchased his present 
place, but rented another farm, which he 
commenced to cultivate. As soon as he 
had his crop in the ground he began break- 
ing on his own farm, and got about thirty 
acres of it plowed. Their crops for several 
yeurs consecutively were destroyed by the 
grasshoppers, and he and his family were 


forced to endure many hardships and pri- 
vations that were unavoidable under the 
circumstances. By excellent management, 
however, he pulled through, but it was con- 
siderable of a dvawback on him. 

Mr. Evans was born in Enfield, N. IL, 
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March 38, 1813, and is the son of Charles and 
Fannie (Wells) Evans, who were also natives 
of the “ Old Granite State.” When he was 
about six years old the family moved to 
Stanstead county, Quebec, Can., and located 
on a farm. He was reared to manhood in 
that vieinity, and there remained until com- 
pleting his’ majority, when he commenced 
the battle of life on his own account. Le 
went into the woods, and was engaged in 
lumbering for a period of twelve years, part 
of the time devoting a share of his attention 
to farming. 

Being married to Miss Ruth J. Stevens, 
May 23, 1848, he settled down on his farm 
there and made it his home until 1868, at 
which time he sold out his interests there 
and removed to Columbia county, Wis., 
where he carried on agricultural pursuits 
until coming to this county. Ile and his 
wife are the parents of four living children, 
having buried two that died in their infancy. 
Leora, the eldest, was born March 19, 1844, 
and is a teacher in Wisconsin; Albert, the 
eldest son, is now living in Stillwater; 
Charles E. was born February 14, 1856, 
married Miss Emma Lee, and is the parent 
of two boys— Leon Ioselle and Albert DB. 
He resides on the farm with bis father, and 
assists in its management. A younger daugh- 
ter is married, and is living in Hector, Minn. 
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ARRY L. MERRILL, the principal of 
<~¥ the Lutchinson schools, was born at 
Auburn, Me., October 27, 1857, and is the 
son of Albert L. and Esther J. (Littlefield) 
Merrill. Both of his parents were natives 
of Maine, also, and died when the subject 
of this memoir was but three years of age. 
The latter was taken charge of by a pater- 
nal uncle, with whom jhe made his home 
until he had attained the age of twenty- 
two years. Ile received his education, in 


cre WwYonavurrs ; 
acre aright tea 1 2 dos 
wyrian oele ota orber am W) oimaut 
enw oil nodW “state otitis) IO “ od3 Yo 
al havo eit blo evnsy, xis Inodn 
fiadiwel brad ne redos® ,yiavoo bas tanedt 
ni hbostiedn of bow apa oH cori) & 10 
ston titan hontawey wild bus vtinisie ded 
heonenune od tolw sw winojner sid geitel 
oll ynieviog wire ald ao oti Yo oftsad oily 
i begnane ean hye aloow orf! oink sow 


hey,zteey ovlows wo baie « 103 yaivadanil | | 


nolidolia wd lo wide s ynidoveb omnis elf lo 
qiiraiat oF 

yasvaie CL diadl weilf of berriest anioll 
Kon aid no mwol hullice of Bball £8 wall 
: ji ual Tides oriod aid df obact Dae o1edd 
; mutt glaowiai sai jue biog 4d ‘sand doidyw 
We vines sidauioD of heron bis 
eINTZ UR] Ininttinoriaa ro berriuio od etedy 
vill inva OFF .-ytanoo eid? of gaimos fitan 
eile yetivil sae Jo almouny off ote olive 
onsial sists ai boib todd Gad horned nitivad 
Avet Cf trait wiod env deollo st stool 
ot S90tAK 3 nietood W si soilsne) @ af bar 
-rsiewhite ai gnivil wow ei .noe Jeglile 
eer AL reais wtod exw 2 eeledO 
laying odd et hun sal amd e2ilf berries 
MU yest) bax eileoll neal —e2rod owt Yo 
bun aodtet eid chow con otf) ae eshiser oll 
‘oui eanioy A deotrrganent ell Mi aleiean 
avi aojooll ot yenvil ay bere dbeirinc ef it 


a= EB ee 


~ 46 ated sav xlowtioe norctulosull od 
wie Win FAL Se aedanO Wolf sodod 


jo faylouiag odd aK ies =i 9 


(hioolsit) . diel, bee 1 lls. To oon 
it | Hivwit) eon 
toupee ol) nol hath Ian ala onleld ‘we 


arid sera ataatiny vic Yo ipl 


a 


Jo com obotilsw edt dtin bed 
ott ti amills owt age oH crt 


‘hire .bovlosib: 
ol O88L t6 Helos al oondle. 
inniq 2 yd suifto oritne odd oF ba 
a eof oll di ebbod Mise bite O08 
Jov OOF omoa yaiveves rurtdil 

of sgutrians nt betting enw feet AMS 
x ptoloodt mad exit dtiw 8 tol 
to solve fede bas nilob 


vod odd ob 8 noises co “gaint eer 
ston O8L Yo conly salt » and anilloOe 
al donldli vines eid gnibmtadtiveion 
otirritine Yo stete styid @ oF 


dunwong ell Beneulonney ” 


“bas 
ott doidw ty 


“erawnd YO dark ott bamindsa tical | 

a wilieely ail bovivert abl 
id Py. i To pee ? 
tet = ° : ss Pr nh ei ie leas aa 7 


554 McLEOD COUNTY, MINNESOTA. 


his earlier boyhood, in the public schools of 
that State. In 1876 he matriculated at Bates 
college, Lewiston, Me., and was graduated 
by that institution in 1880. For the follow- 
ing two years our subject was engaged in 
teaching school, and in reading law in his na- 
tive State, but in 1882, being determined to 
follow the advice of the “ Sage of Chappa- 
qua” and seek in the West his fortune, he 
came to Minneapolis in February of that 
year. After four weeks spent in teaching in 
a business college there he accepted the 
principalship of the schools at Hutchinson, 
where he is at the present writing. Three 
days after arriving here he was prostrated 
by a severe attack of inflammation of the 
lungs and for the space of three months was 
unable to attend to his duties. In Septem- 
ber, 1882, however, he took charge of the 
educational institutions of the village and has 
continued in that position ever since. 

Mr. Merrill was united in marriage June 
30, 1886, with Miss Martha A. Harrington, 
a native of this county, born November 29, 
1858, and. the daughter of Lewis and Ellen 
M. Harrington, who were among the earliest 
settlers in this vicinity, and of whom asketch 
appears elsewhere in this arbum. 


1 DHN W. KISNER, a farmer of the town 
J of Penn, living on section 7, where be 
settled on coming here in 1869, has a fine 
farm of 180 acres of land. He is devoting 
his attention to general farming and stock- 
raising, giving the preference, in the latter 
to Holstein cattle and Norman horses. He 
has made all the improvements on his place, 
erecting the buildings, which are most ex- 
cellent, setting out trees, ete. 

Mr. Kisner is a native of Lewis county, 
N. Y., born September 20, 1841, and is the 
son of John and Elects (Gilbert) Kisner. 


Ilis parents were also born'in the “ Empire 
State,” and, in 1855, removed to Fond du 
Lac county, Wis. Our subject was reared 
partly in New York and partly in Wisconsin, 
as he was some fourteen years of age when 
the removal took place. After finishing his 
education he drove the stage from Fond du 
Lac to Sheboygan, and from the latter to 
Milwaukee for over two years. In Septem- 
ber. 1861, the father and son both enlisted in 
the Eighteenth Wisconsin Infantry, and pro- 
ceeded to the front. On the bloody field of 
Shiloh, April 6, 1862. the father was mortally 
wounded, and died from the same May 30, 
following. The subject of this sketch, after 
passing scathless through Pittsburg Land. 
ing’s fire, was severely wounded in the 
skirmish that preceded the capture of Corinth, 
and was discharged. He returned to his 
hone in the * Badger State,” and there made 
his home until coming to this county. With 
him came his widowed mother. 

Mr. Kxisner was married, July 4, 1876, at 
Glencoe, to Miss Mernie O. Buckland, a 
native of Fond du Lac county, Wis., born in 
1857, and a graduate of the high school. of 
that place. By this union there have been 
born the following children— Angie E., 
Sherman J., Otto M. and Sadie I. Mr. K. is 
republican in his politics, and is a member of 
the Masonic fraternity and of the Grand 
Army of the Republic. 
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resentative of one of the pioneer 
families of this county, is still a resident of 
the town of Bergen, where his parents settled 
on first coming to this part of the State. He 
was born in DuPage county, Ill, January 
91, 1847, and is the son of John and Maria 
Lester, a history of whom is to be found 
elsewhere in the pages of this volume. Hhis 
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parents removed to Winnebago county, Wis., 
in his infancy and from there to Manitowoc, 
in the same state. In the latter place he re- 
mained until June, 1856, when he came with 
the family to this county, and settled on 
what is now called “ Lester's Prairie.’ which 
was named after his mother, the first white 
woman to tread its soil. They located there 
in August on the southwest corner of section 
2, on the fifteenth day of the month, and 
there the subject of our memoir has resided 
most of the time since. De drew his educa- 
tion from the district schools that soon 
sprang into existence, and was reared upon 
the farm. About the time of the Indian 
massacre of 1862 the home farm was rented 
and the family removed to Ifutchinson, that 
the children might have better educational 
facilities, and were there at the time of the 
outbreak and attack. As their house, hay 
and all household effects were burned, they 
removed to Cook county, Ill., where they 
remained some six years. Returning to this 
county at the expiration of that time our 
subject again took up the thread of his life 
here, and engaged in the avocations of the 
farmer. Since that time he has followed 
this calling and has also operated a threshing 
machine. = 

Jiunuary 4, 1875, our subject was united in 
marriage with Miss Sarah Packer, the daugh- 
ter of Isaac F. Packer, of Bergen township, 
and who was born in Clarion county, Pa. 
January 2, 1856. By this union they have 
had one child, Walter Jerome, born February 
9, 1876. Like all the early: settlers Mr. 
Lester has had the usual hard experiences 
that inevitably fall to the lot of all pioneers, 
and has in the early days of his life dug tons 
with: the proceeds of which the 
family was meagerly supported. Both he 
and his wife are members of the Methodist 
church and are consistent Christian people. 
In his political views he affiliates with the 
democratic party. 
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EREMIAH NOBLES, one of the oldest 
settlers in the county and one of the 
leading agriculturists of Sumter township, 
came here in May, 1856, and took his claim 
on section 25, where he is still living, The 
land was in its pristine state of wildness, 
but by his industry and energy he has 
brought it toa high state of tillage. He is 
giving a portion of his attention to the rear- 


ing of good stock and carries on general farm- 
ing. Ie put up his log cabin in the same 
month le came here and was the first one to 
make a permanent settlement in the town. 

Mr. Nobles was born in the town of Cicero, 
Otsego county, N. Y., January 28, 1828, and 
is the son of William B. and Maria (Chase) 
Nobles. His father was born in Massachu 
setts and his mother was a native of the 
‘Empire State.” Shortly after the birth of 
our subject they removed to Ohio, and in a 
few more years to Chicago, where the elder 
Mr. Nobles kept a grocery store for some 
three years. The latter died ona farm in 
Cook county, IIL, in 1837, but his widow, the 
mother of our subject, still survives him. She , 
came to this county in 1859 with her eldest 
son, Daniel, and here makes her home. She 
was born in 1807, and is the first in the 
family of Daniel Chase, a farmer. She was 
the mother of six children—Daniecl, Au- 
eustus (deceased), Jeremiah, William I. (de- 
ceased), Jane (deceased) and Alexander, a 
resident of Glencoe. 

After attending school in Cook county, IL, 
both in Chicago and in the country, the 
subject of this memoir, at the age of sixteen 
years, took up his life work, and turned his 
attention to farming, which he has followed 
ever since. Ile was married April 22. Tso2, 
in Cook county, to Miss Sarah Hulett, who 
was born in Hebron, Washington county, N. 
Y., and is the daughter of Resolved and De- 
laney (Sweet) ITulett, natives of Connecticut 
and New York, respectively. Her father 
emigrated to Illinois, where he died in [s0o. 
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Her mother died in New York in 1844, ax 
ing been the parent of seven children—David, 
Laura, Harvey, Betsey, Sarah. Samuel and 
Warren. Mrs. Nobles was reared and edu- 
cated in Washington county, N. Y., and 
came to Illinois in 1848. By their marriage 
Mr. and Mrs. Nobles are the parents of ten 
children, of whom the following is the rec- 
ord—Cornelia, Mrs. John Cutler, lives in 
Sumter; Augusta, Mrs. Theron’ Ackerman, 
resides in New Westminster, British Col- 
umbia; Nelson, who married Miss Villa 
Jones, lives in Sumter; Lovenda, now Mrs. 
Orrin Foster, of new Rockford, D. T.; 
Flora, Emerson, Edson, Marshall, ee and 
Wealthy. 

Mr. Nobles is a Republican in his politics 
and has held several of the local offices 
among which have been those of supervisor, 
ohooh director and constable. Heis a mem- 
ber of the Masonic fraternity and of the 
Grand Army of the Republic. Ue enlisted 
in January, 1865, in Company L, First Min- 
nesota Heavy Artillery, and was stationed at 
Chattanooga, Tenn., where he remained un- 
til mustered out, in October the same year. 
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ILLIAM C. RUSSELL, the treas- 
urer of McLeod county, and a 
re mident of Glencoe, is a native of Sherburne, 
Chenango county, N. Y., born April 12, 
1834, and the son of Simeon and Matilda 
(Darfee) Russell. Tlis parents were natives 
of the State of Massachusetts, who had re- 
moved to the * Empire State,” and purchased 
a farm where our subject was born, and 
Where the father lived until called away by 
death. 

William C. remained at home until he was 
some twenty-two years of age, enjoying in 
his boyhood the advantages of the common 
schools of the district and one term at Ilam- 
ilton college. In his younger manhood he 
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Gash sever oF terms of school, but {tially 
left home and entered into the Sipe of a 
patent medicine company, having charge of 
the delivery and collection in the States of 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana and Eastern 
Illinois. He followed this for four years, but 
in the spring of 1862 organized a company 
of men for the United States army, he to 
have the position of First Lieutenant, but 
the severe sickness of his wife prevented his 
carrying out his intention. Purchasing a 
farm, he followed agricultural pursuits until 
1864, when he built a cheese factory at 
Poolsville, Madison county, N. Y., and 
mained in that business until October, 1863, 
when the structure burned down, making a 
loss of $6,000, only a small portion of which 
was insured. The spring of 1869 he started 
for Minnesota, and upon his arrival located 
at Delano, Wright county, and speculated in 
lands, but the next spring came to Glencoe, 
and settled. In the spring of 1871 he took 
charge of a cheese factory some eight or 
nine miles from the village, built by a stock 
company, and followed this business for some 
three years. In 1874 he went to Renville 
county, and, in company with Alexander 
Lee, purchased 400 acres of land and broke 
170 acres of it. Putting it into wheat, the 
crop was destroyed by grasshoppers. The 
next year was but little better and he grew 
tired of farming, so went into stock trade 
and followed it until 1888, when he was 
elected connty treasurer. He was re- 
in 1586 to the same office. 

Mr. Russell was united in marriage April 
10, 1860, with Miss Avaline Baker, but she 
was called from him by the angel of death in 
1868. Ie was again married April 11, 157s, 

Miss Lovica Carr, a native of Madison 
county, N.Y. Mr. Russell is a democrat 
politically, and has held the office of justice 
of the peace, court commissioner four years, 
and treasurer two terms. He is a member 
of the Masonic fraternity being senior war- 
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ne n of i lodge; a member of Glencoe | 
chapter. IIe is one of the directors of the 
bank of Glencoe. 


CON HRISTIAN C. NELSON, « thrifty and 
BS energetic farmer of Lynn tow nship, 
living on section 24, is a native of West- 
ern Denmark, born November.16, 1854, and 
is the son of Nels and Cary (Christianson) 
Michelson. He was reared in his native 
land until 1871, when he came to this coun- 
try with his parents. The family, on land- 
ing on the hospitable shores of America, 
came directly to McLeod county, and in “ie 
town of Lynn the father rented a farm and 
tilled it for two years and then purchased it. 

Christian and his two brothers assisted 
their father in the cultivation of the paternal 
acres and helped develop the resources of the 
land and also worked out until marriage. 
October 16, 1879, Christian took unto him- 
self a wife in the person of Miss Katie Peter- 
son, the daughter of Peter and Mary Peter- 
son, a native of Copenhagen, Denmark, who 
was born August 16, 1859. At the time of 
this event he purchased the eighty acres of 
land he owns on section 24 and there 
he and his young wife set up housekeep- 
ing for themselves. The fates have smiled 
upon his efforts, and he has succeeded | 
in his endeavors to establish a home in the 
truest sense of the word. He hasa neat and 
tasty cottage, with a good barn and excellent 
out-buildings, and the surroundings manifest 
the care and thrift of the owner and the 
management of his estimable life companion. 
They are the happy parents of two children, 
us follows: Marinus Peter, born February 
Zo, 18351, and Caroline, born September 13, 
1ss6. Although a young man in years Mr. 
Nelson is quite influential in the community 
and has the esteem and respect of all with 
Whom he comes in contact. 
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ILLIAMS. GOSNELL, one of the old- 
est settlers of MeLeod County, and 
one of its most respected citizens, is a resi- 
dent of the town of Acoma, on section 2-4. 
He is a native of County Cork, Ireland, born 
February 19, 1828. Ile was reared in the 
land of his birth and there made his home 
until he was some twenty-two years of ave. 
At that time he came to America, landing at 
the port of New York December 31, 1849. 
Until May, 1850, he was engaged on the 
vanal and then went to Gaba, Alleghany 
Jounty, in the State of New York, where he 
Was employ ed ona farm fora year or two, 
Tivo or three years more were spent by him 
in Livingston County, the same State, and 
then he came west, stopping on his way in 
Wisconsin for a season in charge of a farm 
for Mr. Shepperd with whom he had been 
employed previously for two years. 
During the winter of 1855-56 he was en- 
gaged in hauling lumber from Minneapolis 
ys ‘Hutchinson and Glencoe, and in the fol- 
lowing spring helped get out the logs to build 
the old hotel in the village of Hutchinson and 
assisted in its erection. That same spring he 
took a claim onsection 18, Acoma tow nship 
and put upashanty. In the fall he did some 
breaking on his place, having run a breaking 
plow all that summer, and in the spring of 
1857 put ina crop ‘hint the grasshoppe rs 
had the benefit of. Ile spent the rest of lis 
time on his farm, making his improvements, 
until the time of the Indian outbreak, in 1862, 
when he went to [Hutchinson and joined the 
Home Guard Company and assisted ‘in the 
erection of the stockade. The day of the at- 
tack on that place he went with Samuel Ross 
to the latter's farm, 
half from the fort, to help him bring in his 
goods and to drive in his cattle. As they 
finished loading their wagon, they saw the 
burning buildings in the village and heard 
the firing and knew 
made their descent upon the place. 
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unloading the wagons they hid the stuff in 
the brush and started for the fort on foot, 
-but on reaching the edge of the village, while 
in the brush, they saw a number of the In- 
dians sitting on a fence in front of them, and 
finding that it was impossible for them to 
run the gauntlet, they started for Watertown, 
for help, supposing that the savages would 
keep up the siege for some time. On their 
way they met a company of the Third Regi- 
ment, which W. W. Pendergast had gone to 
notify of the attack, and returned with them 
to Glencoe, where the command remained 
that night. -Mr. Gosnell and Mr. Pender- 
gast, however, pushed on and arrived in 
Hutchinson early in the morning and found 
the savages gone. 

The subject of this sketch remained in 
Hutchinson until February, 1863, and then 
returned to New York and while there he 
was married to Miss Esther Baker, who only 
lived a year or two after, and in the fall of 
1865 he came back tothis countyalone. In 
the spring of 1866 he went on the farm 
where he now lives, his original claim having 
been “jumped,” and has made it his home 
ever since. Ile again entered into a matri- 
monial allinance, in June, 1866, with Miss 
Olive J. Ferrier and they have a family of 
six children. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gosnell are members of the 
Seventh Day Adventist church and worthy 
Christian people. 


ARKER GREENWOOD, one of the 
leading farmers of the town of Win- 
sted, living on section 1, is a native of York- 
shire, England, born January 31, 1842, and is 
the son of William and Sarah (Moses) Green- 
wood, Ile received the rudiments of his ed- 
ucation in the common schools of the land of 
his birth, and on attaining the proper age, 
commenced work in the cotton mills of that 
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country. In April, 1865, he crossed the sea 
to the United States, landing in New York. 
and from there came, at once, to Mattoon, 
lll., where he was employed for three months 
in a brick yard. After a short tine spent 
in the iron mines of Michigan he came to 
this county, arriving in Winsted, in October, 
1865, and bought eighty acres of land on 
section 1, and there made his home while he 
was engaged in contracting on the construe- 
tion of the Breckenridge division of the St. 
Paul & Pacific Railroad, and the Northern 
Pacific. For six vears or more he followed 
that line of business with good success and 
then settled down on his farm, where he has 
since resided. 

Mr. Greenwood was married in 1870 to 
Miss Sarah Vennurden, a native of Indiana, 
who has presented him with four children: 
William, Samuel, Barker and James. 


Sow LARSON, a retired agriculturist; 
living in the village of Hutchinson, 


came to McLeod county in July, 1868, and 
purchased a farm of 107 acres of_Jand on 
section 2, Lynn township, upon which he 
commenced improvements. As the vears 
rolled by he brought it to a high state of 
cultivation, and added to its extent until 
he has to-day one of the finest places in 
that part of the county. It contains 500 
acres of most excellent Jand; has upon it 
a fine residence, good barn and a thrifty 
grove. After living on this place for some 
nineteen years Mr. Larson rented the farm 
and moved to the village, where he = pur- 
chased, inside of the limits, two acres of land. 
and on it erected a good house and barn, ane 
there is living, enjoying the fruits of a life 
spent in industry and economy. 

The subject of this memoir is a native of 
Sweden, and was born October 20, 1520. 
He was reared in the land of his birth and 
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there made his home until 1858, when, see 
ing the impossibility of his raising himself 
above the condition in which he was born, 
he determined to seek in the New World a 
new home, and came to the United States. 
Ile at first settled in Wisconsin, where he 
was employed working for others for a year, 
after which he started for the gold fields of 
Australia, and there spent three years in the 
search for the precious metal. 
proving remunerative he abandoned it, and 
for seven years more was engaged in various 
kinds of employments in that land. He then 
returned to his native Jand, and with the in- 
tention of settling down and spending his 
days there bought a small farm. In 1865 
he was married to Miss Ingra Olson, and a 
few years after sold out his place and once 
more came to this country, coming direct to 
McLeod county. Ilere by hard work anda 
commendable economy he has succeeded in 
accumulating a handsome property, and has 
grown into the esteem and respect of the 
whole community. 

Mr. and Mrs. Larson have had a family 
of three children, only one of whom is now 
living, Car], who is in attendance at the vil- 
lage high school. 

1 4-0 SEU wee — 
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iS HARLES V. CORSON, the editor of 
OS) the Glencoe Lnterprise, was born in 
Rochester, N. Y., August 1, 1864, and is the 
son of Benjamin I. and Helen J. (Brookings) 
Corson. ILis parents were natives of Maine, 
who removedto the State of New York about 
thirty-five years ago and settled. Previous 
to his marriage, in 1856, Mr. Corson, Sr., 
came west to St. Anthony, Minn., but re- 
turned to the Empire State after a short 
Visit. 

The subject of our sketch was reared in 
the city of his birth, and received his educa- 
tion for the most part in the excellent schools 


This not 
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of that town. In 1878 he came west with 
his parents, who located at Glencoe, and the 
following year commenced an apprenticeship 
at the “art preservative of all arts” in the 
office of the Znterprise. In 1882 he went to 
Grand Forks, Dak., and after a-short stay 
there made a trip through that territory and 
Minnesota on hisreturn. In 1884he removed 
to Spokane Falls, Wash. Ty., where he was 
engaged at his trade for some thirteen 
months. He returned to his home at the 
expiration of that time, and assumed the 
management of the Lnterprise, which he op- 
erated for about two years. For a year he 
was employed as foreman of the /tegister of- 
fice, after which, April 1, 1888, he again took 
charge of the Lnterprise, and is the present 
editor. 

Mr. Corson was married June 23, 1886, to: 
Miss Lura E. Dean, the daughter of I. B. 
Dean, of Glencoe, and by this union is the 
parent of one child—Franklin Y. 
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“"Y OHN NIXON, a thorough and enterpris- 
5 ing farmer of the town of Helen, living 
on section 1, was born in Bolton, England, 
November 7, 1852, and is the son of John 
and Margaret (Cheary) Nixon, old settlers 
of this county, who have both passed to their 
reward. IJle was brought to this country by 
his parents in 1856. 

The father of our subject, John Nixon, 
was a native of England, and, after coming 
to the United States, after a short stay in 
Wisconsin, where he lost his wife, came to 
MeLeod county in 1857, and made a settle- 
ment on the place where his son now lives. 
Being one of the earliest of the pioncers of 
this region he was called on to endure many 
privations and hardships, and it was while 
he was engaged in the tillage of his land, 
on that dreadful afternoon in August, 
1862, that a neighbor, hurrying by, told them 
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560 McLEOD COUNTY, MINNESOTA. 
of the direful uprising of the savage fiends. | he went to St. Paul, and there took a coup. 
On hearing the news they packed up what | in Curtis’ business college. Having finished 
they could and departed for Carver, where | this he returned to Norwood and again tos: 
they stayed a few days and then returned | up his clerical duties in the same store, and 
to the farm. About the time of the attack | for two years stood behind the counter. 
on Ilutchinson the father deemed it best to | Two years later, in company with his present 
again move and retired to Young America | partner, he started in the mercantile trade 
When the alarm had entirely subsided they | for himself at Plato, under the firm name of 
eame back and resumed their labors. On | Heneman & Bergman. This store they stil} 
the 16th of April, 1867, John Nixon, the | own and operate. In July, 1887, they started 
elder, was married the second time, to Mrs. | the store at Lester Prairie, to which Mr. 
Caroline (Newton) Carey, a native of New | Heneman gives his personal attention, and 
York, and the widow of Charles Carey, who | which is proying so much of a success. 

had been killed by lightning in 1866. In Herman Ifeneman is one of a fiunily of 
February, 1875, the father of our subject | eleven children born to his parents: 
was called upon to cross the dark river, | Herman J., Agnes, John, Jacob, Gerhard, 
death, and his remains are interred in the | Matilda, Gertrude, Henry, Hannah, Sibilla 
Ferguson cemetery. By his first marriage | and William. 

he had four children—Thomas, Mary, John, June 12, 1887, Herman Heneman was 
and Ann. Thomas died while in the army. united in marriage with Miss Alice B. Ber- 
sy the second marriage he had one child, | field, who was born in McLeod county, 
named William. In his polities John Nixon, | Minn., June 12, 1869, and is the daughter of 
of whom we write, is a republican, and a | Isaac and Arabella (Hilderbrand) Bertield. 


| 


worthy member of society. Her father was a native of the * Keystone 
State,” and hermother of Ohio. Ter parents 
EB} 1G —— were married in Washington county, Ohio, 


in March, 1855, and were the parents of 
ERMAN J. HENEMAN, one of the | thirteen children—Delilah, born in 1857; 
-A firmof Heneman & Bergman, dealers | Bradford, of whom a sketch appears in this 
in general merchandise at Lester Prairie | work; Asa, born November 24, 1859 ; George, 
station, was born in Werthausen, Prussia, in | born April 18, 1861; Martha, born March 
the German Empire, October 19, 1861, and | 21, 1863; John, born November 5, 1565; 
is the son of Gerhard and Catherine (Vox) | Irvin, born September 5, 1867; Alice, born 
Heneman, When he was but nine years of | as above stated ; Emma, born April 6, 1571; 
age he was brought by his parents to this | Bertha and Robert, born July 10, 1873; 
country, landing in New York in August, | Lucy, born June 13, 18753; and Florence, 
1870, They came to Carver county and set- | born April 14, 1878. 
thed in the town of Young America on a Mr. and Mrs. Heneman are the happy par- 
farm where they still live. ents of one child, Herbert G., born April 1, 
Herman attended the common schools of | 1888. The family were members of the Ie- 
the district in which he lived until he had | formed church, but have lately joined the 
attained the age of thirteen years, when he | Methodist denomination. 
entered the store of James Slocum, at Nor- If. J. Weneman takes an active interest in 
wood, as aclerk, and remained there some | all public and political matters, and at pres- 
seven years. At the expiration of that time | ent holds the office of justice of the peace 
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‘ Bergen enaliin. Bot isa Blears Repub- 
lican and in the present campaign (1833) 
an ardent supporter of Harrison & Morton. 
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ILLIAM SENESCALL, the popular 
By hotel keeper of the village of 
Stewart, was born at Stoke Lodge, Lincoln- 
shire, England, March 28, 1827, and is the 
son of Robert and Elizabeth (Northing) Sen- 
escall, who were also natives of ‘ white 
cliffed Albion.” In early youth he had the 
misfortune to lose his parents by death, and 
he was thrown upon his own resources and 
forced to struggle for existence at an age 
when he should yet have had fostering care. 
At many kinds of employment he was 
engaged in the land of his birth until March 
17, 1849, when, at the age of twenty-two, he 
embarked for America, to seek in the New 
World a fresh field for liis efforts. He found 
‘employment in carpentering at Montgomery, 
N. Y., and remained there about a year 
and then went to Jackson, Mich. In the 
latter place -he had charge of a livery stable, 
and afterward ran the dray business. Ie 
made his home there until 1853, at which 
time he moved to Minnesota and pre-empted 
160 acres of Jand in Dakota county, and com- 
menced its improvement. Ie was one of 
the earliest settlers of that portion of the 
State, and resided there until 1880. Ile was 
generally successful, but June 26, 1876, he 
lost about S800 by a cyclone that swept 
through that part of the country, it taking 


the roof off of his house and destroyed two 


eranaries, ete. In the year last mentioned 
he sold out his interests in that county for 
nearly $6,000 and removed to the village of 
Stewart and bought the hotel and 
forty acres of land adjoining. Besides oper- 
ating these he is engaged in the fine horse 
business, and is the owner of two imported 
stallions—King of the March, 


some 


English num- 


\ 
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ber 2,325 ney ate ican 1,065, and Willie B. 
stock book number 3871. 

August 8, 1864, our subject enlisted in 
Company I*, Hatcl’s battalion, Minnesota 
Cavalry, and served as veterinary surgeon 
until April 26, 1866, when he was mustered 
out and discharged. He was married Jan- 
vary 21, 1851, to Miss Edith Mary Mayo, 
who was born May 26, 1832, in Washtenaw 
county, Mich.,and is the daughter of Will- 
iam and Sarah (Plant) Mayo. Their union 
has been blessed by the birth of eight cnil- 
dren, of whom the following is the record— 
William H. was born December 14, 1851. 
George was born August 6, 1854, and died 
the 25th of the same month; John, 
June 27, 1856, died March 8, 1882, leaving 
a wife and three children; Robert was born 
October 4, 1858; James’ birth took place May 
31, 1860; Edith May, born June 26, 1868; 
Fred M., born November 2, 1870; and Frank 
ci inn September 2,1872. William mar- 
ried Miss Mary Alice Cooley and lives at 
Brownton, where he keeps the hotel. John 
married Miss Mary Elizabeth JTubbard. 
Robert married Miss Ada Baker, and is a 
farmer of Sibley county. James married 
Miss Dora Ridland, and is operating a livery 
stable in Glencoe, 


born 


and is a veterinary sur- 
geon. Edith May is the wife of Doctor 
Charles W. Tinker, of Stewart, of whom a 
sketch appears in the pages of this arnum. 
In his politics Mr. Seneseall is in accord with 
the democratic party, and has held the offices 
of justice of the peace, road overseer, and 
school director. 


. 


¥:SAAC F. CROSBY, an old settler of the 
| county and w prominent citizen of Rich 
Valley township, was born in Shellsburg, 
Bedford county, Penn., September 11, 1550, 
and is the son of John and Sarah (Sullivan) 


Crosby. Lis parents, natives of Vermont 
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and Pennsylvania, respectively, removed to 
Somerset county, Penn., when our subject 
was but five or six years of age, and there 
died, the mother in 1875, the father in 
1877. They had a family of nine children— 
William IL., Isaac F., Joseph A., Maria E., 
Sarah A., Mary A., Martha J., Rebecca A. 
and John KR. 

The subject of this memoir received his 
education in the “ Old Keystone State,” and 
after a practical knowledge of books learned 
the carpenter’s trade. This handicraft he 
has followed the greater part of his life. In 
1860 he came to this county and for two 
years he was engaged at his trade in the 
young village of Gleneoe. In 1862 he filed 
a homestead claim to 160 acres of land on 
section 34, Rich Valley, and moving on it 
has made it his home for twenty-six years. 
He runs a blacksmith shop on his place, 
built entirely by himself, tools and all. 

Mr. Crosby was married May 20, 1852, to 
Miss Isabella Young, in Somerset county, 
Penn. She is the eldest daughter of Abra- 
ham M. and Eleanor Young, and was born in 
Winchester, Va., July 20, 1836, and received 
her education in Maryland and Pennsylvania. 
By this union there have been twelve living 
children—Sarah E., Mrs. George W. Cold- 
well, lives in Topeka, Kan.; Charles T., 
married Miss Edith A. Rouse, and lives in 
Hutchinson; William W., at home, has tray- 
eled extensively through Iowa and the 
Western Territories; Martha J., Mrs. J. I. 
Rudderham, living at Seattle, Wash. Ty.; 
Mary E.; Albert M.; E. W. and F.M., twins ; 
James E.; Oscar W.; Arthur L. and Norman 
B. One son, John R., died June 7, 1882. 

Mr. Crosby was in the State service during 
the Indian troubles in 1863, and served for 
six months. Ile is strong republican in his 
politics and a steadfast adherent to the plat- 
forms as formulated by that party. Ile and 
his family are among the leaders in the town 
in all work for the elevation of the commu- 


'“and the Kleinmann Dros. are 
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nity, and have the respeet.and esteem of al} 
that know them, and their friends are levion, 
Education, travel and great natural ability 
have made a marked character of William 
Crosby, and the future looks bright for hin, 


OHN GEORGE KLEINMANN, the senior 
partner in the firm of Kleinman Bros., 
brewers and ice dealers in the village of 
Hutchinson, is a native of sunny Germany, 
and was born December 3, 1848. He was 
reared in the land of his birth, and there 
made his home until he had attained his 
eighteenth year, when, with a desire to better 
his condition in life, he emigrated to the New 
World. He settled at Allegheny City, Penn., 
and having learned the cooper’s trade in his 
native land pursued that calling for four 
years in that city, part of the time in tlie 
brewery. The next year he spent in Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, after which he returned to 
Pittsburgh. In 1874 Mr. Kleinmann came 
to St. Paul, but shortly after went to St. 
Cloud, this State, where, in company with 
R. Walz, he started in the coopering busi- 
ness. About a year later he removed to 
Minneapolis, and in that city embarked in 
the same line of trade, which he followed 
there for three years, and then sold out. 
Coming to Hutchinson, our subject purchased 
the old brewery, then considerably out of 
repair, and rebuilt it at an expense of about 
$4,000, making it complete in every, respect. 
The capacity of the brewery is quite large. 

now manu- 
facturing about 2,000 barrels yearly. They 
carry on at the same time, the ice business of 
the village, having begun this line in. the 
winter of 1886-87, and it has already grown 
to quite extensive proportions. The brewery 
was built in 1870, by Herman Able, who ran 
it for a time. Several other parties succeeded 
him in rapid snecession until IS7S8, when i 
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was purchased by John G. Kleinmann & 
Englehorn. These parties ran it for two 
years, and then the former bought out his 
partner and operated it alone until the pres- 
ent firm was formed, 


SX HARLES _KLEINMANN, one of the firm 
Ory of Klemman Bros., the brewers of 
Hutchinson, is a native of Hohenzoller, Hoch. 
vingen, Germany, and was born April 28, 
1846. He was reared amid the picturesque 
and beautiful scenery of the fatherland and 
there remained until 1869, when he came to 
the United States. Receiving in his youth 
the education that is the birthright of every 
German boy, he in his younger manhood 
learned the trade of cabinet making. In 
the old “home across the sea.” he followed 
that line of business, but after coming to 
this country and locating in Alleghany City, 


Penn., he took up carpentering and was 
engaged in that trade until he came to 


Hutchinson and purchased an interest in the 
brewery and ice business. The firm are 
noted in the community for their upright- 
ness in all financial operations and are held 
in the highest esteem by all. 
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OHN PASSMORE, who is engaged in 
J farming and stock raising on section 5, 
Sumter township, came to this county in 
November, 1869, and took upa homestead 
Where he now lives. He has made all the 
improvements upon it and what he found a 
wilderness he has formed into a garden of 
hoauty and usefulness. Ile is devoting much 
of lis attention to the rearing of stock, and 
has a herd of some twenty-five head of 
horned cattle, and seven horses. Around 
his dwelling he has set out a fine grove, 
mostly of soft wood trees, and this eflancas 


the value as well as the beauty of the estate. 

Mr. Passmore is of English birth, having 
first seen the light in Devonshire, January 
17, 1829, and is the son of John and Jane 
(Tucker) Passmore. Iis father was a labor- 
ing man in Eneland, where he was born and 
where he died, as did his wife. They hada 
family of six children—three boys and three 
girls. 

The subject of this memoir attended school 
in the Jand of his birth, until he was some 
thirteen years of age, and then commenced 
to work on a farm. He followed the sea, 
also, for two years, and in the course of his 
wanderings went to Russia, Denmark, ete. 

In the spring of 1854 he sailed for Quebec, 
and on landmg there pushed onward to 
Rochester, N. Y., and from there to the 


village of Stafford, Genesee county, that 
State, where he spent two years. From 


there he came to Minnesota, and lived at 
St. Paul, and near Shakopee, but returned 
to New York. Two years later he returned 
to this State and settled at Cottage Grove, 
Washington county, and made 
there for the ensuing six years. 
Our subject was married September 27, 
1859, to Miss Elizabeth Nichols, a native of 
Canada, and the daughter of John and Sarah 
Nichols, the formera farmer. By this union 
there has been born a family of three chil- 
dren, whose names are Thomas Henry, Sarah 
Jane and Bertena May. Mr.and Mrs. Pass- 
more attend services at the Methodist church. 


his home 
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ILTON H. SMITH, one of the well-to- 
do and prosperous farmers of the 
northern part of the town of Ilutchinson, has 
a beautiful home on section 19, where a has 
some 300 acres of most excellent land, and 
has it improved in a superior manner. The 
buildings are neat, tasty and commodious, 
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and the whole place betokens the thrift and 
care of the owner, and is a credit to him. 
' Mr. Smith was born in Genesee county, 
N. Y., November 3, 1832, and is the son of 
Abner and Rebecca (Grover) Smith, natives 
of Massachusetts and the province of Canada, 
respectively. His paternal grandfather was 
one of the heroes of the Continental army 
during the Revolutionary War, to whom we 
owe our national independence. The sub- 
ject of this memoir was reared in the beauti- 
ful valley of the Genesee, and there grew 
to manhood. Jle was there united in imar- 
riage, August 15, 1853, with Miss Jane Pass- 
more, and in the autumn of 1854, went to 
Chicago, where he remained the balance of 
that year. Early in 1355 he and his family 
removed to St. Paul, Minn., and there he 
was engaged in contracting, teaming and 
jobbing until 1861, although he had pre- 
empted a tract of land at Forrest Lake. In 
the vear last mentioned he rented a farm at 
Cottage Grove and tilled the soil for four 
years, and then returned to the city and re- 
sumed his old employment and there resided 
until 1876. Tle then came to this county 
and bought the place where he now lives 
and has made it his home ever since. 
Mr.and Mrs. Smith are the parents of 
eleven children, of whom eight are living 
—George M., Nelson A., Margaret F., 
Maud B., Walter B., Gertrude A., Harriet I. 
und Lydia. Albert and two infants died, 
The family are connected with the Method- 
ist Episcopal church. Mr. Smith, in his 
political views, is in accord with the repub- 
lican party, and is a stanch supporter of 
the candidates of that organization. 


("> DMUND PHILLIPS, a prominent and 
sy enterprising citizen of Round Grove 
township, was born in Greene county, Penn., 
November 3, 1832, and is the son of George 
and) Mary (Johnson) Phillips. His mother 
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was a member of a family who beloneed 
to the society of Friends and was. rearcd 
in that faith, When he was about ten 
years of age the family moved to Guernsey 
county, Ohio, where he was raised and re- 
ceived his education. He remained at home 
with his parents, assisting in the labors 
incident upon the opening up of a new 
country, until he was some twenty years of 
age. At that time he went to Brown county, 
Ill., where he worked at carpentering. 
Shortly after he removed to Hancock county, 
in the same State, and spent the winter at his 
trade and the summer in breaking the prairie 
sod. Returning to the State of Pennsylvania 
he there engaged in farming for about eight- 
een months, after which he went to Ohio. 
April 2, 1856, he started for Minnesota, and 
on hisarrival here took a claimin Rice coun- 
ty. He settled down to the improvement of 
his land and put up a house. That being 
done, he was married, December 10, 1857, to 
Miss Emeline Dilley, the daughter of William 
and Elizabeth ( Lowry ) Dilley, who was born 
in Ohio. His claim was in the timber and 
when he had lived there long enough to prove 
up he left there and sought a prairie country. 
He settled in Dakota county and there lived 
until December 23, 1863, when he enlisted 
in company F, Second Minnesota Cavalry, 
and served with that regiment until Decem- 
ber 26, 1864, when he was discharged for 
disability. The service of this command 
was inthe Northwest ina campaign after the 
Indians. Ife returned to his home and 
staid there fora year and then removed to 
Rice county and there earried on the farm of 
his wife’s father fora year May 2, 1867, he 
came to Round Grove and took up a home- 
stead on section 12, and there made his home 
until 1876, when, driven out by the grass- 
hoppers, he went to Rice county. Three 
years later he returned, and, selling his home- 
stead, purchased a farm on section 15 and 
has lived there ever since. 
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Mr. Phillips is a member of. the Grand 
Army of the Republic. ILeis a Democrat in 
his polities and has held the offices of school 
director and town supervisor, serving as 
chairman of the latter board for one term. 


ENRY F. WACHHOLZ, deceased, w 

ee one of Glencoe’s most active and 
promusing young business nren. He came to 
os village in 1878 and put up the City Hotel, 
whichhe managed most successfully for some 
five years. He then sold the property .and 
invested in-a half interest in the mercantile 
business of C. UH. Sievers, and the firm of 
Sievers & Wachholz wasformed. Two years 
later Frank Wachholz, his brother, bought 
the interest of Mr. Sievers, and under the 
firin name and stvle of Wachholz Bros. the 
business was carried on until the death of 
Henry, in February, 1885. He was a native 
of Carver county, this State, and at the time 
of his demise a single man. Ilis strict in- 
tegrity in business won him many friends, 
and he had the warmest esteem of all who 
knew him orcame in contact with him. Had 
he been spared he would undoubtedly have 
risen to considerable eminence in our busi- 
ness circles. 

Mrank Wacunorz, who succeeds to the 
business of Wachholz Bros., is also a nitive 
of Carver county, and was born May 25, 1863, 
und is the son of Frederick and Christina 
Wachholz, both of whom were natives of 
Germany, who had come to this* country 
tbout 1862 and purchased a farm in Carver 
county, where they resided until the death 
of the father of the family in 1863, and the 
widow and children afterward, until 187s, 
When they removed to Glencoe. Our sub. 
ject remained with the family in the hotel 
for atime, and after the disposal of that en- 
tered the store of Sievers & Waehholz as 
clerk. In Mareh, 1885, he purchased the in- 
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terest of the senior partner and became one 
of the firm of Wachholz Bros., whom he sue- 
ceeds. Ie is fast assuming a prominent place 
in business circles, and bids fair to rank among 
the best and brightest merchants of the 
county. He isalways found at his post, and 
receives the commendation of the older busi- 
ness men for his general upriglitness and 
straightforward dealing, 

Mr. Wachholz was united in marriage May 
12, 1887, with Miss Cecilia May Shadinger. 
Both he and his estimable wife are members 
of the Methodist Eyiscopal church, and con- 
sistent Christian people. 
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>>RANKLIN R. ALLEN, one of the attor- 
neys at law of Glencoe, is a native of 
Prescott, Hampshire county, Mass., born 
August 16, 1560, and is the son of Tos ell 
anal Sarah C. (Hyde) Allen. 

Franklin was reared upon a farm until he 
had attained his fifteenth year, when he 
entered the academy of Wilbraham, in his 
native State, and after graduating passed 
through Amherst college in the class of 
1882. He then came to Glencoe and for a 
time taught school, reading law at the 
in the oftice of M. O. Latta. He was adiit- 
ted to the bar in 1884, and remained with 
Mr. Latta until the latter removed from the 
village. In May, 1888 he entered into part- 
nership with Rt. LH. MeClelland, and the pres- 
ent firm was formed. 

Mr. Allen and Miss Anna M. Johns were 
united in marriage September 14, 1887. 
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> RNEST AUGUST SCHUBERT, who 
s-y has taken up his residence at the vil- 
lage of Lester Prairie Station, is one of the 
pioneers of the State. Ife was born in Sax- 
ony, Germany, April 18, 1829, and is the son 
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of Karl G. and Christina (Ilartig) Schubert. 
His father was born in 1792, in the same 
part of the German Empire, and was married 
in 1817. 

Ernest August was reared in the land of 
his birth, and was educated in the schools of 
that country. Attaming the years of man- 
hood, he learned the trade of broadcloth 
weaving, at which he became quite proficient. 
In July, 1849, he started for the United 
States, and after a weary voyage of some 
seventy-seven days, landed at Baltimore, Md. 
He remained a few months in that city, 
weaving Brussels carpet, but soon went to 
Germantown, Penn., where he followed the 
same line of business for nearly a_ year. 
After spending eight months in the coal 
mines of Schuylkill county in the latter 
State he went to Norwich, Conn., and was 
employed at his trade for overa year. At 
Waterford, Mass., and at Utica and Little 
Falls, N. Y., he was engaged inthe same call- 
ing until May, 1860, when he came to Min 
nesota and settled in Sibley county. He 
remained on land which he secured, engaged 
in its improvement until] 1864, when fs en- 
listed in Company G, Fifth Minnesota In- 
fantry, and with that gallant regiment 
participated in the sanguinary battle of 
Nashville, December 15 and 16, 1864, when 
Hood’s army was so nearly destroyed. He 
was also at the storming and capture of 
Spanish Fort, and after remaining in the 
South until the fall of 1865 was discharged 
at Fort Snelling and returned to his home. 
He made his home in the county of Sibley 
up tothe 9th of May, 1887, and then removed 
to Lester Prairie Station, where he is a 
at the present. 

Mr. Schubert was united in marriage in 
September, 1854, with Mrs. Frederica W. 
Hoefer, who had one child by her former 
marriage, Anton William, who was born in 
Germany, in November, 1848, and whom our 
- subject adopted and gave hisname. By this 
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union Mr. Schubert became the shanties on 
child, which was born October 5, 1855, ay 
Which died at the age of two years and a 
half. Our subject and his wife are members 
of the Lutheran church, and politically he js 
a democrat. 


JETER GEOGHEGAN, a well-to-do 
>- farmer, living on section 12, Hale 
ae nship, was born in Dublin, ikon: June 
29, 1835, and is the son of Bernard and 
Sarah (Dougherty) Geoghegan, also natives of 
the “Emerald Isle.” When but a lad of 
thirteen years. he crossed the stormy Atlan- 
tic, at a day when the passage was not so 
pleasant as now, and for a time worked on a 
farm in the Stateof New York. From there 
he went to Ohio, Canada and various other 
places, all the time keeping at work, and 
came to Minnesota in 1856. He located in 
the village of Hutchinson among the pioneers, 
being one of the first settlers in the county, 
and after doing his share toward the start- 
ing of the place, he made and perfected a’ 
29 


amy 


pre-emption on sections 19 and Acoma. 
There he was living in the fall of 1861, when, 
on the evening of the 26th of September, as 
he was starting to carry his shirts to the 
wash, for he was *“ baching it,” the recruit- 
ing officer approached him and asked him if 
he would enlist, and throwing the bundle 
into the cabin he turned away from his 
place, leaving it just as it was, enrolled his 
name in Company B, Fourth Minnésota In- 
fantry, and served with that body of men 
until April 9, 1864, when he was discharged. 
During this time he participated in all the 
marches, hardships and engagements in 
which his regiment was present. Among 
the principal bittles in which they were en- 
gaged were those of Iuka, Corinth, Raymond, 
Jackson, Champion Hill and the siege of 
Vicksburg. 
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Returning to bis ieee after his discharge 
from the service he sold out his property 
and made his home in the village of Ilutch- 
inson until 1882, when he removed to the 
farm in the town of Ilale, which he had 
hought some time previously. IIe was mar- 


ried August 21, 1870, to Miss Margaret 
Hartt, who was born in Canada, February 


4, 1837, and is the daughter of Thomas and 
Margaret (Higgins) Hartt, natives of Ire- 
By this union they are the parents of 
one child, John T., born January 7, 1875. 
During the time of the Indian troubles, 
Miss Hartt displayed considerable courage 
and was of great service In w arning pethlans: 
and by on nerve helped in getting dete 
through the woods. She was looked upon 
as one of the border heroines of those tragic 
days in the summer of 1862. 
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ILLIAM W. PENDERGAST. Per- 
: haps the most widely known citizen 
of the village of ILutchinson, and one of its 
most popular men, is the subject of this 
inemoir. He occupies at the present writing 
the responsible position of assistant State 
superintendent of public instruction. He 
is of pure New England stock, born amid 
the “hills and vallevs of the Old Granite 
State,” New Hampshire, at Packers Falls, 
inthe town of Durham, in Stafford county, 
January 31, 1833, and is the son of Solomon 
and Lydia (Wiggin) Pendergast. His ¢reat- 
seveat-orand father, Stephen Pendergast, a na- 
tive of Wexford, Treland, removed to the 
Hampshire now New [fampshire, in 
Tete vears later erected a block 
garrison house, and init he, his father, erand- 
father and great-erandfather were ushered 
into this world. Stephen’s wife was Jane 
Cotton, a grand-daughter of the celebrated 
John Cotton, Solomon Pendergast’s mother 
Was Lydia Murray, a descendant of the | 
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Michie ‘of acetal: Mrs. eae Pender- 
gast was a native of New Hampshire, and of 
English descent. 

Willian remained at home drawine the 
rudiments of his education from the district 
school until he was some twelve years of 
age, when he attended the academy in 
native town one term, and then went to 
Phillip’s academy at Exeter, where he re- 
mained one year and then went to Spring- 
field, Mass., and pursued his studies another 
year in the high school there. The next 
year be re-entered the Durham academy, 
where he finished his preparatory course, 
and in 1850 matriculated at Bodine College, 
at Brunswick, Me. While here he was 
a classmate of W. D. Washburn and a fel- 
low-student of Melville Fuller. In 1852 he 
abandoned his studies, and from iid time 
until 1855 was engaged in teaching school 
in Maine and Massachusetts, but in March 
of that year he started for the West in 
company with his cousin, R. HW. Pendergast, 
anda college classmate by the name of EF. 
S. Lenox. They brought with them the 
proper outfit for an ambrotye and photo- 
graph gallery, and opened suites of rooms in 
Chicago, Milwaukee, Racine and Kenosha, 
operating all of them at the same time, hayv- 
ine men in charge of each establishment. 
While in Milwaukee he met his old. friends. 
Judson, John and Asa Hutchinson, about 
November 10, 1855, and they expressed 
desire to make a settlement in Kansas, but 
Mr. Pendergast, having just returned from a 
trip to Minnesota, charmed by its beautiful 
healthful climate and 
advised them to come to this 
ising’ to follow if they 


his 


fertile soil, 
locality, prota. 


didso and help build 


up the place selected. The sugeestion led 
to the foundation of the village of Iutehin- 
son, and Mr. Pendergast, disposing of his 
business in the spring of 1856, came " this 
locity with his father and brother, T. IT. 


Pendergast, and others, walking from Be aurver 
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through the swamps and mud, arriving at 
the siteof the embryonic village April 20th. 
At that time there were living here about 
half a dozen men, occupying two log 
shanties, one on the Chesley farm and one in 
the woods by the present mill pond. There 
was no other habitation west of Glencoe. 


Onthe 27th of the same month Mrs. B. E.. 


Messer and Miss Eva Bartley (afterward 
Mrs. John Chubb) made their appearance, the 
first white ladies in the latter settlement. In 
the winter of 1856-57 Mr. Pendergast re- 
turned East and spent the winter in Essex, 
Mass., returning in April with thirty-one 
others, who, influenced by the descriptions of 
Minnesota, had concluded to try their for- 
tune there. During his stay in Essex he be- 
came engaged to Miss Abbie L. Cogswell, 
daughter of Dea. Caleb Cogswell, whom 
he married August 9, 1857. In the mean- 
time he had been back to McLeod county, 
and had filled the position of judge of pro- 
bate, and had erected a frame house in 
whiclr to install his bride, whom he brought 
here as soon as the wedding occurred. Dur- 
ing the winter of 1857-58, our subject taught 
the first public school in the town, in a part 
of the old log tavern, the district, the second 
one in the county, having been organized 
the summer previous. There were about 
twenty scholars, and the teacher’s salary, 
although nominally $28 permonth, yet as he 
was paid in county scrip which sold for 
about 25 cents on the dollar, if any sale could 
be made, netted him about 87. For nearly 
twenty-four years the subject of this sketch 
had charge of the schools of Hutchinson, 
and is credited with having the best educa- 
tional institution of the kind in the West, 
it being the only high school in the State to 
send students to the sophomore class of the 
State university. He was county superin- 
tendent of schools at the same time for 
eight years, from 1872 to 1879 inclusive, and 
filled the oflice with ability and efficiency. 


During the tragic days of the Civil War 
and the Indian outbreak Mr. Penderysst 
shone out conspicuously, his sterling virtues 
and stern New England training fitting hin 
for such trying times. On receipt of the 
news of the murders in Meeker county in 
1862 he was largely instrumental in the 
formation of the company of home euards, 
and the office of orderly sergeant in it was 
filied by him. It was he who first proposed 
forming a company of home guards to hold 
this outpost against the attack, which all 
felt to be only a question of a few day’s time. 
And while the entire population of the place 
stood in front of Sumner’s store, watching 
the sixty refugees from the Upper Agency, 
who, under the escort of “ Other Day,” had 
made their way thus far from the scene of 
the massacre, and after a day’s rest were 
now winding their way toward St. Paul and 
safety and civilization, Mr. Pendergast was 
in the store writing out the following agree- 
ment, which he hoped to induce the boys to 
sign : 

“We, the undersigned citizens of Hutchin* 
son and vicinity, in view of the threatened 
danger from the Sioux Indians, who are now 
on the war path, devastating the country to 
the west of us, and massacring the inhabit- 
ants, agree to form ourselves into a military 
company, to be known as the Hutchinson 
Guards, for the purpose of protecting our 
families and homes,and to that end agree to 
elect company officers at once, to obey them 
as implicitly as though they were: duly ap- 
pointed and we regularly mustered into 
service. We further agree to continue this 
organization for three months, or till all dan- 
ger from Indian attack is passed.” 

There was so much diversity of opinion as 
to the best course to pursue that for the time 
this plan failed. Nothing daunted, however, 
and fully determined not to “give up the 
ship,” he, together with Mr. D. H. Ells, 
realizing that no time was to be lost, con- 
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ceived the idea of fortifying the log tavern 
before spoken of, and began at once to put 
it in execution, thinking that if worst came 
to worst it might serve as a place of tempo- 
rary refuge for all. While they were thus 
at work several of the ladies, as told else- 
where in this volume, induced the men to 
form the company, and then our two deter- 
mined heroes came and joined them. Lewis 
Harrington, the captain, then set all hands 
tu work to build the stockade, which was 
finished in some twelve days, and was the 
salvation not only of the citizens but of 
Capt. Strout’s company, that were so 
hardly used in the fight with the redskins a 
few days before. Mr. Pendergast partici- 
pated inthe defense of the place when it was 
assailed by the savages, and helped repel their 
attack, and, it is reported by those present, 
did excellent service. 

Since his first appearance in Hutchinson 
the subject ot this sketch has been identified 
with the village and in its annals his name 
always occupies a prominent place. Ie has 
given his best years to the improvement of 
the young, and most nobly has he filled out 
the duty. A man of unswerving integrity, 
great ability and of sound judgment, an 
intelligent reader, anda profound thinker, 
his keen, analytic mind has grappled with 
the leading questions of the day and he has 
ever been found upon the side of right and 
justice. During the late war he conceived 
that his duty led him to seek a place in “the 
noisy camps and battle fields of the army.” 
With this object in view he closed his school 
three weeks before the Indian outbreak, 
having arranged with seven other young 
men to go to Fort Snelling and enlist on the 
fullowing week. Before leaving town, how- 
ever, he received a petition signed by every 
person in the village old enough to write his 
name with but two exceptions, requesting 
lim to stay at home and pursue his duties in 
the school room, and feeling that he was do- 
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ing what was right, and that “the force of 
words can do whate’er is done by conquer- 
ing swords,” remained at his post and lead 
the young on their path to knowledge. Ie 
went, however, with the other boys to the 
fort, and was there with them, none having 
enlisted when the first tidings of the massa- 
cre reached him. 

In 1882, Mr. Pendergast was appointed 
clerk in the office of the State Superintend- 
ent of Public Instruction, and a year later 
promoted to the office of assistant to that 
oflicer. Recently he has been elected by the 
regents of the State University to the posi- 
tion of principal of the State School of Agri- 
culture on the experimental farm of that in- 
stitution. He is a member in high standing 
in the Masonic fraternity, and was the first 
Master of the lodge at Ilutchinson. 
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RANK L. POLAK, the enterprising 
hardware merchant of Glencoe, canie 
to that village in 1880 and opened a grocery 
store, but ten months later he commenced in 
the line which now engages his attention. 
Our subject was born in Racine, Wis, 
June 1%, 1854, and is the son of Joseph 
and Anna Polak. In that beautiful city by 
the lake, he was reared to manhood, drawing 
his education from the public schools, and in 
proper time learned the trunkmaker’s trade. 
On attaining his majority he struck out for 
himself, and after a trip to Illinois and Min- 
nesota, worked for nearly a year at Oshkosh, 
Wis., in a trunk factory. He then trav- 
eled around visiting the cities of Michigan, 
Towa, Minnesotaand Wisconsin, and for two 
years was engaged in the pineries. Lis next 
move was to Dakota, where he was in the 
employ of the railroad on construction work, 
after which he came to Glencoe as above 
stated. He began life empty handed, but by 
the exercise of industry, thrift, economy and 
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business talents of no mean order he has 
achieved a success in life. He owns thie 
store in which he is doing business, has a 
fine stock of goods, a house and lot in the 
village and a farm of 160 acres of fine 
land in this county. 

Mr. Polak and Miss Fannie 
united in marriage March 1, 1886. The lady 
is a native of McLeod county, Minn. 
and the daughter of John and Katie Bandas. 
He is a member of the Ancient Order of 
United Workmen, and one of the most 
esteemed citizens of the village. 


Bandas were 
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JX LEXANDER H. MOORE, one of the 
hardy agriculturists of the town of 
Lynn, now living on section 35, was born at 
Bloomington, Ill, July 25, 1837, and is the 
son of Benjamin and Hannah (Vanwinkle) 
Moore. [lis parents, who were natives of 
the State of Ohio, had moved from there in 
avery early day and settled in McLean Coun- 
ty, Ill. A short time subsequent to the birth 
of our subject the family removed to Rock 
County, Wis., and there he was reared and 
there received his education, and there his 
father died. The latter event took place in 
1844, and the mother only survived her hus- 
band about four years. Left an orphan at 
the age of eleven years he spent some five 
or six years with his brothers and sisters on 
the family homestead, after which he com- 
menced the battle of life by working for some 
of the neighboring farmers. At the age of 
seventeen he left the “ Badger State” and 
mide his way to Iastings, this State, in 
which town he was employed in a livery sta- 
ble foravear. From there he went to Dako- 
ta county and rented a farm which he was 
engaged in tilling until August 13,1862, when 


o 
he enlisted in Company FP, Eighth Minnesota 
Infantry, and the Indian massacre occurring 
soon afterward, he was stationed with the 


McLEOD COUNTY, MINNESOTA. 


regiment at New Ulm, Fort Snelling and Fort 
Ridgely, to assist in the suppression of the 
outbreak, and in 1864, in the same cause, par- 
ticipated in the expedition under General 
Sully. At theclose of that movement against 
the savages he went South with the other 
troops, and was in the engagement at Cedars, 
near Murfreesboro, after which he was given 
charge of a ward in the general hospital at 
Nashville dnd remained in that position until 
May, 1865, when he was discharged. 

On returning to the peaceful avocations of 
every-day life Mr. Moore followed farming 
for about two vears in Dakota county, and 
then removed to Rice county, where, on a 
rented place, he carried on the same business. 
He continued to live there, in the city of 
Northfield until 1872, at which date he went 
to Renville county and purchasing a farm 
lived there two years. 
to Hutchinson, to which he came in 1875, and 
there carried on farming and teaming for 
three years and a half. He then bought the 
eighty acres of land on section 35, where he 
now lives and commenced its improvement. 

Oursubject was married February 4, 1857, 
to Miss Sarah A. Howell, a native of Jackson 
county, Ohio, born February 18, 1840, and 
daughter of Simeonand Nancy (Poath) How- 
ell. By this wiion there have been four chil- 
dren — Willis D., born November 8, 1857, 
and the husband of Miss Carrie Olsen; Jen- 
nie E., born March 14, 1861, the wife of 
Charles A. Simpson; Gilbert E., born May 2, 
1868,and Minnie F., born October 5, 1872. 


ON. ANDREW THOMPSON, one of 
the wealthy and prominent farmers of 


the town of Collins, has his beautiful cottage 
home on section 23, and it is surrounded by 
his fine and extensive farm of 240 acres. The 
improvements upon the place are of an ex- 


The next move was. 


Ae, 
ay 


CS ee 


rod fn yellows ox0'4 4 
wit Io soieemqeed add it 
tea 

icra) velo. 


nha 25 donne mgt sem awe hen ajood 
car iyeat ool dolly toda prtoeowdlyald aod 
in ledger Inventory edt Wiew «lo ggtado 
inc noninad dai ni heminites be ollivdenKh 

 Degimiseih ena atl sola f081 -alh 
boeutise beeen? it tetgoane adio? unimwter oO © 
wiht heraiol oroM oil ell nb-yeve 
ban , vio nteted ai abies ang tioda tot 
ime wolff of bevomer oodld 
am site ahd we hove. ad soaly beinet 
We vio old of emi) evil oF hourisnoo oll 
Jur od ets choices tn 2741 litne blofidi10% 
meet 2 gitiendormy shen viwvoo ollirasdl of 
ann aro Ixonu wlT 


im, inveler 


aint ov ordi bovil 
bak GTel atone off doidw of noenioiu kl os 
wh vvininet bem geiartet no. berriwo otedd 
od Migeod uni stl Mad 2 baa emrz coli 
od otollw Gh méiteoa no baal to zoton yJilpie 

- denevotein ai Dbeonsminos bas evil wou 
GAL & rine batriaa enw doojdue HO 


onion heovited # levell A dice? wail ot | on bors enw od wrod) bie ei; i 

bon Wet 20 yrerded mod oil ianos | wil otoils bing jtottmonho wid bovivoor onstly 
moll (lsee't rane 4 boa noosa Yo sordguab i acoailey dot save wit oT 
die | 


fd oot ned ovil ermods nuiae eli VA 


V6el A adie miod, 
4141, 
lo gliw odt 108 At dowll mod .4 ota 


Ausll trod ,.F tralip ; ace mi? A ashedd 
VEL & tdotel) awed) email har 902! 


1 eR pe 


te cae, GOPIMOHT. WAKA, WO 
teenies Jmrtastiorng btw ere ods: 


peep ts So 00 ahah 
ott ah lois 
oe ee | 


vedio abt wim diver sape oil wagers orld 


AT el 


| 
| 
| 


AL ait W— nosh | de andqye ne Niel aereoy 1 
SAO obtux) wall lo beadeod oth) bow | ov omen taaqe mb eine teorelo 


‘enim sitet bata tiiul bebparialy oy 
‘fo reinO InoignA ef To yt 


snail’ riinues headset 


! A singer 
eo oe 
aa” ah 


i cia 


teort olt Yo “ene ‘hitw Jti9itr 


oft lo sto ROOM .H AIH 
jo avo? add lo atehwilositys yin 
ta nviod env .S& noisooe wo. enivi 
od) zi bon ,T8et 0& vib we 
fobicivan’) dewankl has wiuntfioll Yo 
lo asvidan snow obi wine aE 
ai stot uot bovom hut dO 
1700 nuxlol si bolton hie yb YMaoeiay a 
Utidad) of snonposdoe antit rode A’ Me 
| doodl oF bavontet vit of) Joojdue 


. 
i 
= 


| 


+o 


avy ied bevivine vine sotour dds. ; 


so etuein ban eiodtord aid 


ie idatamrenipubid if epeagtnd t+ 


Mee 


> eitete 
_ 
Hs 


McLEOD COUNTY, MINNESOTA. 


eellent character, the barn being one of the 
jest in the township. ; 

Mr. Thompson is a native of Ireland, hay- 
ing been born in County Tyrone, near the 
Londonderry line, July 12, 1832, and is the 
son of Andrew and Nancy (McCormick) 
‘Thompson of that place. le isa fair repre- 
sentative of that sturdy race, the Scotch- 
Irish, that, rather than change their religious 
views or play hypocrite, left their home in 
Scotland andsought in the North of Ireland 
the freedom denied them at home. He was 
reared among his fellow countrymen and im- 
hibed the ideas and opinions prevalent among 
them, and was trained up in the strictest 
integrity. When he was about twenty-five 
years of age he came to the United States 
with his parents, and arrived at St. Paul, 
Minn., May 2,1857. On the 9th of the same 
inonth the family went to Rice county, where 
the father owned 160 acres of land, he having 

sent hissons, William and James, here in 1849, 
und had furnished them with the money to 
pre-empt it. 

The subject of this memoir remained on 
the farm helping his father and in St. Paul 
until August 15,1862, when he enlisted in 
Company G, Sixth Minnesota Infantry, at 
Fort Snelling. On reporting he procured a 
few days’ furlough and started for home and 
on reaching Shakopee was met by numbers 
of people fleeing from the Indians that had 
risen and were murdering the whites. He 
advised the men to get their guns and go 
back, but they refused. THe purchased some 
powder, knowing that his father had several 


weapons, but when he reached the house he, 


Was surprised to find that they had fled and 
taken the guns with them. Ile took a pitch- 
fork and went up-stairs and went to bed and 
as the next day was rainy he remained in 
the house all that day, also. Ie lived on 
custard pie and boiled potatoes whieh the 
folks had Jeft, and that day he was joined 


by his brothers John and Thomas, who had 
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returned from Belle Plain with a party of 
ten others, armed and prepared to meet the 
Indians, who were reported to be massacre- 
ing the whites in this neighborhood. The 
father, mother and balance of the family had 
fled on to St. Paul. Our subject soon re- 
turned to Fort Snelling, and there asked for 
transportation to his regiment, then, at Fort 
Ridgely, but none was to be had. Ile was 
compelled to walk the entire distance, and 
rejoined his company and remained with them 
until in May, 1863. when they started on the 
expedition under General Sibley, and not 
being able to go with them he was detailed 
for duty at the ordnance department, and 
served there until the close of the war and 
was mustered out and discharged in July, 
1865. 

While he was in the service, in 1863, his 
mother had died, and he returned to the 
father’s house, and there he and his brother, 
Thomas, lived until 1880. Their father died 
in 1870. They then came to this county 
and settled in the town of Collins, where 
they now reside. Andrew Thompson and 
Miss Laura Holiston were joined in marriage 
January 1, 1886, and they are the parents of 
two children—Laura, born February 4, 1857, 
and Nancy, born March 21, 1888. Mrs. 
Thompson is a native of Minnesota, born 
January 29, 1861, and is the daughter of 
James and Mary J. (Stephenson) Holiston. 
Mr. Thompson was elected to represent the 
county of Rice in the State Legislature in 
1873, 1875 and in 1879, and filled the posi- 
tion with ability and honor, Tle has held 
other minor offices, and is one of the most 
public spirited men in the county. 


| Neen B. JORGENSON. Many of 
‘A = MelLeod county’s most prominent. citi- 
zens are of foreign birth, and have transfer- 
red to the New World the habits of thrift, 
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economy and frugality they learned in their 
native land, and have prospered accordingly. 
Among these there is no more striking in- 
stance thanthe gentleman whose name heads 
this sketch. Mr. Jorgenson is a native of 
Denmark, born April 9, 1851. He was 
reared in the land of his birth until his twen- 
tieth year, when he determined to come to 
this land of great possibilities, in search of 
his fortune. He left home in September, 
1871, and aftercrossing the boisterous Atlan- 
tic, landed at New York October 16th. 
Starting for the West he arrived at Chicago 
some eight days after the great fire that so 
nearly consumed that city. He remained 
there for about three years, after which he 
came to Minneapolis where he engaged in 
the cigar and tobacco trade, and continued 
in that line for two years. At the expiration 
of that time he removed to Hutchinson, and, 
in company with J. P. Jensen, went -into 
trade. This was in September, 1876. One 
year later he bought out his partner’s inter- 
est and operated the business alone until 
June, 1887. 

In 1884, Mr. Jorgenson purchased and 
rebuilt the Merchants’ hotel, and ran that in 
connection with his other business for three 
years. In 1885 he bought the American 


house and leased that for hotel purposes, and . 


still owns both pieces of property. He has 
always been a very enterprising and public 
spirited citizen of the place. One instance 
of this was his entering into a contract, in 
company with D. A. Adams, W. T. Bonni- 
well and M. J. Peppert, with the Chicago, 
Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad, by which 
they guaranteed to the latter corporation 
the depot grounds and the right of way if 
the road was extended to their town. The 
subscriptions being short these gentlemen 
had to pay,each of them, the sum of S672. 

Mr. Jorgenson was united in marriage 
February 5, 1878, with Miss Mary Johnson, 
a native of Norway. 
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ICHAEL GRIMM, one of the lead- 

Pite\ ing citizens of Glencoe, and an 
extensive dealer in farm machinery, came to 
McLeod county, May 20, 1872. It was his 
intention to look over the country, and being 
pleased with the looks of the land purchased 
one-quarter of section 28, in the town of 
Glencoe, and returned to Rochester, this 
State, where he was then living. Ile removed 
here the following spring and partially im- 
proved his farm, but sold it in 1875, and pur- 
chased another tract in section 29, adjoining. 
This he also improved and lived there until 
1879, when he removed to the village of 
Glencoe, renting his farm. 

Mr. Grimm is a native of Marion county, 
Ohio, born June 3, 1842, and is the son of 
Michael and Salome (Ileimlich) Grimm, the 
former of whom was a native of that beau- 
tiful land of Bavaria, in classic Germany, and 
tlie latter of Elsass (or Alsace), now a part 
of the German Empire. The father of our 
subject came to the United States in his 
youth with his parents, who settled in Penn- 
sylvania. From there he removed to Marion, 
county, Obio, in 1833, then a new country, 
with but few neighbors, and the nearest grist 
mill forty miles distant. Here the father of 
Michael lived after the death of his father 
until the fall of 1862, when he remoyed to 
Marshall county, Ind., where the old gentle- 
man now lives. 

The subject of this personal sketch re- 
inained with his parents until he had attained 
his twenty-fifth year, being reared upon the 
farm, and having but limited opportunities 
for schooling. THe was united in marriage 
September 12, 1867, with Miss Elizabeth 
Manuwal, and removed to a farm which he 
owned, where the young couple lived until 
the spring of 1872, when they came to this 
State and stopped at Rochester, arriving 
there March 10th. Ie rented a farm there 
and lived there until coming to MeLeod 
county. In the spring of 1883 he entered 
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into his present business in which he has met 
with great success. Ie has been elected to 
many offices of honor and truse on the town 
and school boards, and ranks high in the 
estimation of the community. 

Mr. and Mrs. Grimm are the parents of 
eight children—Ida L., Albert M.S., Freder- 
ick O. W., Elsie A. G., Clara E., and Charles 
Adam, who died March 2, 1879, and two 
that died in infancy. Mr. and Mrs. 4srimm 
are zealous members of the German Lutheran 
Chureh. 
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7s) ASMUS MIKKELSON, one of the 
ee worthy, representative farmers of the 
town of Lynn, has a beautiful home on the 
banks of Lake Otter, on section 10. Wehas 
there a fine place that embraces some 123 
acres of most excellent land, and has put up 
some handsome improvements. His _ resi- 
dence, which is an elegant cottage, and the 
large barn and other buildings, are surround- 
ed by a thrifty grove, set out by the owner, 
that contains something like 3,000 trees of 
various species. The whole place evinces 
that the proprietor is thrifty and that success 
has. rewarded his efforts toward a compe- 
tency. 

Mr. Mikkelson is a native of the kingdom 
of Denmark, having been born at ILorsens, 
March 24, 1846, and is the son of Mikkel 
and Mary Rasmusson. In his youth he re- 
ceived the education common to the boys of 
that country, and as he reached mature 
years engaged inagricultural pursuits, hiring 
IIe 
thts put inthe time until he was about 
twenty-six vears old, and then purchased a 
larin of his own and made his home upon 
that, occupied in the avocations of a farmer’s 


his serviees to the neighboring farmers, 


life. In 1880, believing that in this country 
there was a better chance for snecess, he 


inmigrated thither and came directly to this 
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section of country. For two years he was 
employed by others and then he purchased 
the farm where he now lives and carries on 
his business. 

Mr. Mikkelson was united in marriage in 
Denmark, June 14, 1874, with Miss Carrie 
Rasmusson, who died May 18, 1877, leaving 
two children—Peter, who was born July 13, 
1875, and Mary, whose birth took place May 
9, 1877. After coming to McLeod county, 
onthe 8d of February, 1882, he was married 
to Miss Caroline Anderson, a native of 
Sweden. By this union there have been two 
children, as follows—Andrew, bor nNoveim- 
ber 2, 1882, and Anna, born December 5, 
1883. 

The subject of this sketch is a member of 
the Danish Lutheran chureh and a zealous 
and consistent Christian. Jn his political 
views he affiliates with the republican party 
and in the discharge of his right of suffrage 
accepts the candidates of that organization. 
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OHN ILETT. Among the enterprising 
business men in the thriving village of 
Brownton is the subject of this memoir. 
He came to this county in 1869 and_ settled 
about two miles south of where the village 
now stands, and for many years carried on 
agriculture on that place and others in this 
and in Redwood county. In 1582 he came 
to the little hamlet and bought out a tem- 
perance billiard hail, to which he has added 


quite astock of goods; he is also the owner of 
the dray line of the village, having a man to 
attend to that branch of his business. He has 
always, since his advent here, taken an active 
part in the affairs of the place, and has filled 
the oflices of deputy sheriff, constable and 
school director, and occupies the latter posi- 
tion now, 

Mr. [lett was born in the town of Barton, 
Tioga county, N. Y., March 3, 1842, and ts 
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the son of John and Lydia J. (Davis) Ilett, a 
sketch of whom appears elsewhere in the 
pages of this volume, in connection with 
that of their eldest son Charles. His school 
days were spent in Fond du Lae county, 
Wis., whither the family had moved, and he 
finished them in Dodge county, Minn. At 
the age of nineteen years he commenced the 
battle of life by taking up farming in Dodge 
county. During the Indian troubles in 1862 
he volunteered and was at New Ulm, at the 
time of the attack on that village, and was 
actively engaged in helping to repel the 
savage foe. 

Mr. Ilett was married March 20, 1870, to 
Miss Lucy C. Goodrich, a native of the town 
of Hadley, Wili county, Ill, and the daugh- 
ter of J. and Rebecca (funtly) Goodrich. 
By their union they have had. a family e 
six children, as follows—Sadie F., Ida J., 
Charles F., James Roy, Ava M. and Myrtle 
E. In ae politics our subject is a tried and 
trusty follower of the republican party, and 
has always cast his ballot for the candidates 
offered by that organization, his first vote 


having been cast for Abraham Lincoln in 
1864. 
1 4 Ee Bethe 


ARLOW B. SWAN, a young and en- 
terprising farmer of the town of 
Penn, living on section 9, was born in Fond 
du Lac county, Wis., September 10, 1868, 
and is the son of Alinond and Esher (Alder- 
man) Swan. Ilis father was a native 
Rensselaer county, N. Y., who, in 1846, eame 
West and settled in Wisconsin. In 1879 he 
vame to Minnesota and here made a home. 
The father died May 17, 1883 


of 


>, but the mother — 
Is still spared to her children, They were 


married November 25, 1841, and had a 
family of eight children—Byron V., fare 


and George, all deceased, and Fidei 
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ward, Alden, 
living. 

The subject of this sketch received his 
education in the schools of his native State, 
and finished his studies in 1879. Ife com- 
menced the duties of life on his father’s farm 
in this county, and has adopted agriculture 
as acalline. TWewas married December 24, 
1884, to Miss Ida Oleson, a native of Nor- 
way, who was brought to this country by her 
mother. By this union there have been two 
ehildren—Harry Willis, born April 4, 1886, 
and Perlie May, born September 15, 1887. 

Mrs. Esther Swan, the mother of our sub- 
ject, was born in Massachusetts, August 31, 
1823, and is the daughter of Talcott and 
Sarah (Stephens) Alderman, both of her par- 
ents having been born in Connecticut. Her 
mother died August 28, 1863, und her father 
November 7, 1863. She is one of a family 
of three children, the others being Albert 
and Fidelia. Albert died in 1866, leaving a 
wite, formerly a Miss Susan Alderman, and 
six children. The mother of the children 
died, also, January 8, 1572. Mus. Esther 
Swan received a fine education at the town 
of West Springfield, Hampden county, in 
“The Old Bay State.” 

Ter husband \vas elected to the Wisconsin 
Legislature while living in that State, in 
1877, and held many other prominent posi- 
tions. IIe was a highly influential citizen, 
where best known, and a man of ability., 
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AVID S. SIVRIGHT, one of the earliest 
settlers of McLeod county, and one 
of its most substantial and enterprising citi- 
zens, isa native of Nova Scotia, and was born 


in Cornwallis, Wings county, in 1831. In 
1843 was brought to De Ixalb county, IIL, by 


a parents, James M. Sivright and wile, 
when a mere Jad of twelve years of age. He 
was. reared in that State, and May 10, 1854, 
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was united in marriage with Miss If. E. Tifft, | the writer thestable where he was ensconced, 


and with his young wife started out to bat- 
tle for himself. In the spring of 1855, in 
company with S. L. Tifft and T. Dennis, he 
came west, all having their families with 
them. They had six covered wagons, and 
drove alot of cattle through from the State 
of Illinois to this State. On arriving in 
MeLeod county Mr. Sivright took up a 
claim in the northern part of it, where he re- 
mained that season, but in the fall, having 
sold off his stock, he returned to Illinois. The 
following year he went to California, over- 
land, and after a short time spent there re- 
turned to the “Sucker State.” In the fall 
of 1857 he made his appearance again in 
MeLeod county and took up a farm of 
160 acres of land on sections 20 and 21 of 
the south half of Hutchinson township and 
commenced its improvement. There he made 
his home until 1881, and in the meantime 
brought the land to a high state of cultiva- 
tion and fertility. At thetime of the Indian 
outbreak he was living in the village on the 
east side of the park where he now lives, and 
participated in all of the troubles and excite- 
ments of those tragic days. Whenthe word 
was brought to the village of the out-num- 
bering and desperate conflict sustained by 
the company under Capt. Strout at Acton, 
Mr. Sivrieht took his team and all the men 
that could stand up in the wagon and in com- 
pany with another wagon so loaded started 
out to meet the command and assist them. 
They found themat Cedar Mills, on their 
way to Ilutchinson, carrying their wounded 
comrades. The latter were put in the wagons 
wd brought to the village where they were 
cared for, The day following the savages 
attacked Wutchinson, having followed the 
httle columm of Strout’s, and had camped 
that night in the timber west of the village. 
Inthe morning, about 6 o'clock, the attack 
was made, and the subject of this memoir 
participated in the whole conflict. Heshowed 
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and from which he fired so strongly that he 
drove the savages away froin a house which 
was burned later in the day. Some hours 
later he lay behind an old fence that stood 
where Main and Washington streetsnow cross, 
and while there the Indians, as he graphie- 
ally puts it, fired a pint of bullets at him but 
failed to touch him. On the evening of the 
death of Little Crow our subject was the 
first man to meet young Lamson, and got up 
a party to look up the father, who was sup- 
posed to have been shot as he did not make 
his appearance. 
sary by the missing man coming in during 
the night. The next morning Mr. Sivright 
went with those who brought in the body 
of the Indian chief. 

Afterspending the winter of 1862-63 


This was rendered unneces- 


in buy- 
ing furs, Mr. Sivright settled down upon his 
farm, where he lived until he removed to the 
village, in 1881. At that time he built a 
barn and embarked in veterinary surgery, 
and followed that profession until 1887, when 
he rented the barn and has toa great extent 
retired from the active cares of life. Tle has 
a fine farm and considerable real estate in 
the village and is very comfortably off in 
this world’s goodsand enjoys the esteem and 
respect of the entire community. 
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SJRENTISS CHUBB, one of the pioneers 
= of this county, and a man thoroughly 
identified with its development and growth, 
isa resident of the village of Glencoe. Le 
is a native of the State of New York, born in 
Washington county, April 13, 1827, and ts 
the son of John and Lydia Using) Chubb. 
Soth of his grandfathers, John Chubb and 
Jolin King, were soldiers in the Continental 
aviny, during the struggle for independence. 

The father of our subject owned a farm 
three miles east of Fort Edward, but from 
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there, in about 1837, he moved to Dresden, 
where he lived until his death, which took 
place January 17, 1848, when he was sixty 
years of age. Prentiss, the eldest of seven 
children, then assumed charge of the farm 
and remained at home until his marriage, 
April 24, 1854, with Mrs. Annie M. (Wiley) 
Lee. Ile remained in his native county un- 
til 1856, when he came to Minnesota, by way 
of Dubuque and St. Paul,and from the latter 
to this county, where he took up 160 acres 
of land in the town of Glencoe, and entered 
upon its cultivation. In July he returned to 
the “Empire State” for his family, and that 
fall put up alog cabin on his farm and settled 
there. The trials and struggles of the early 
settlers he shared, and bravely endured the 
many privations incident to life upon the 
frontier. Al] their produce was hauled from 
here to Carver and St. Paul for market. and 
brought but 40 or 50 cents per bushel for 
wheat and everything else in proportion. 

In 1860 Mr. Chubb moved to the village 
of Hutchinson to avail himself of the advan- 
tages of the schools for his children, and was 
there during the terrible days of the Indian 
outbreak. Hesent his family to Minneapolis 
for safety, but remained himself to help pro- 
tect the town. During the attack upon the 
place his house and household goods were 
burned by the savages while he was absent 
from the place, having gone to Glencoe to 
pilot the captain of company C across. He 
was amember of the home guards and ser- 
geant ofthe company. By the destruction of 
his property and the theft of his cattle he 
suffered much loss, as all that they saved 
was the clothes they: had on. In 1863 he 
returned with his family to New York and 
remained until 1865, when he came back to 
McLeod county and settledin Glencoe town- 
ship. In company with P. W. Savage, Mr. 
Chubb brought the first threshing machine 
into this county in 1859, 
horse power machine. 
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years he was here he was engaged in haui- 
ing goods from Minneapolis, Carver, ete., to 
this point, often getting big prices for the 
same. : 

Mr. and Mrs. Chubb have a family of five 
children, one of whom is deceased. Those 
living are—W illiam Henry, Delia L., Phoebe 
Emma and Irwin Newton. Ivvie is deceased. 
Mrs. Chubb had four children by her former 
marriage—Alexander, Margaret Jane, Nellie 
and Aunbet. 
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SIMEON M. GOODALE, a representa- 
“-) tive young American farmer, of the 
town of Rich Valley, came to this county in 
1865 with his parents, Ebenezer and Jane 
Goodale, who settled upon a homestead of 
160 acres in the town of Penn. There they 
carried on farming andstock raising until 
1878, when the father sold the farm and _ re- 
moved to section 22, Rich Valley, where he 
purchased a place and carried on farming, 
aided by his son Simeon until the time of bis 
death, February 22, 1886. 

Ebenezer Goodale was a native of Maine, 
born November 14, 1812, and had been a 
farmer all his life. When he was nine years 
of age his father, a ship carpenter, died in 
St. Andrews, while working at his trade, and 
the widow removed to Maine with her family, 
which consisted of eight boys and one girl, 
Ebenezer being the voungest. When Ebe- 
nezer arrived at manhood he married Mrs. 
Jane Holmes, a widow with one child, 
George. By this marriage he became thie 
father of three children—Charles, Simeon 
and Susun. At an early day the family re- 
moved to Wisconsin, where they lived) for 
ten years and then came to Minnesota, as 
stated above. Ebenezer Goodale was a mun 
of the strictest integrity, a consistent member 
of the Methodist church, and bore the respect 
of all who knew hin. 
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survives him, isa native of Maine. Her 
maiden name was Jane Cooper, her parents 
being Simeon and Jane Cooper. She is a 
member of the Methodist church and is held 
in high esteem. She still makes her home 
on the farm with her son Simeon. Charles 
and Susan Goodale were born in Corrina, 
Me. 

Simeon was born in Wisconsin, October 
24,1857, and received his education in the 
schools of this county. Ile remained at his 


studies until he was some twenty years of | 


ave and acquired a large stock of practical 
knowledge. He is a republican in his poli- 
tics and a member of the Church of God. 
He is still a single man: 

Ifis sister, Susan married Asbury Poole, 
of this county, a sketch of whom appears in 
the pages of this arsum. Charles-is still 
single and is engaged in farming. The half 
brother, George is a farmer, also, and 
married Miss Rosalie Benjamin. The family 
are among the best in the township and are 
leaders in all good work, and ever ready to 
help in anything that will benefit the com- 
munity in which they live. 
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OHN R. FRENCH, the first settler in the 
town of Acoma, is stilla resident of that 
subdivision of the county. He is the son of 
Thomas and Mary (Reynolds) French, 
natives of England, and was born in Corn- 
Wall, in that country, October 9, 1835. The 
family left the shores of “White Cliffed 
Albion” about 1844 and sought in the New 
World the betterment of their fortune. They 
settled in Sherbrook county, Canada, and 
there, at the age of ten years, our subject 
commenced the battle of life, earning his 
own living by working for the neighboring 
farmers. This he followed until 1855, when 
he came to Minnesota and fora year was 
engaged in the pineries. At the end of that 
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time he came to this county and made a 
claim of 141 acres on section 14, Acoma 
township, where he has lived ever since with 
the exception of the years passed in the 
Union arny. 

August 24, 1860, the subject of this sketch 
was united in marriage with Miss Adelia 
Lamson, who was born in Michigan, Decem- 
ber 18, 1842, and is the daughter of Nathan 
and Roxie (Chambers) Lamson, natives of 
Vermont and New York, respectively. ler 
father has gained an enviable notoriety as 
beg the man who with his son, Chauncey, 
shot and killed Little Crow, the Sioux chief, 
the author of the massacre of 1862. 

Notwithstanding the nome ties that bound 
him, October 26, 1861, Mr. French, in 
response to the cry of an endangered coun- 
try, left his young wife and enlisted in com- 
pany b, Fourth Minnesota Infantry.” The 
first winter, company B, of this regiment was 
stationed at Fort Ridgely, but early in the 
spring they were transferred to the front, 
and they reached the bloody field of Shiloh 
a little too late to participate in that engage- 
ment. JT'rom this time on our subject was 
actively employed and served some three 
years. At Boonsboro he volunteered to join 
the pioneer corps, a service of danger and 
toil. Ile was mustered out at Cartersville, 
Ga., and returned to his home. During 
his absence the dreadful Indian massacre 
that depopulated the border, had occurred, 


and his wife had fled, like everybody else to 


a point of safety, and as it rained while she 
was traveling from Glencoe to Young Amer- 
ica in an open wagon, her babe took cold 
and died. 

Mr. and Mrs. French are the parents of 
ten children, living, as follows—Mary, born 
July 24,1865; Willard, born November 2s, 
1866; Luvia, born May 17, 1868; Francis, 
born November 4, 1869; Nicholas, born 
August 4, 1874; Mina, born January 6, 1879; 
Abbie, born February 1, 1881; John, born 
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February 3, 1883, Charles, born August 11, 
188+4;.and Orra, born December 10, 1887. 


“00> UGENE D. CASE, an able and talented 
“977 attorney located in the village of 
JIutchinson, was born in the town of Plain- 
view, Wabasha county, Minn., March 9, 
1868, and is the son of Douglas I.and Mary 
(Owen) Case. Ilis parents were natives of 
Vermont and New York, respectively, who 
had come to Wisconsin in their youth and 
were there married. For some time the 
father of our subject was engaged in farming 
in the “ Badger State,” but in an early day 
came to Minnesota and settled in Wabasha 
county. During the late Civil War Mr. Case 
enlisted in the First Minnesota Light Artil 
Jery, and served three years. 

The subject of this memoir was afforded 
all the facilities for acquiring an education, 
and after receiving the rudiments in the 
common schools of his native county he 
attended the Pillsbury academy, at Owa- 
tonna, from which he was graduated in 
1881. The following spring he received the 


appointment of Assistant Adjutant-General - 


of this State, and held that oflice for a year, 
when, his health failing, he resigned the 
position. Te taught school in the vicinity 
of his home for a vear, and at the expira- 
tion of that time was the recipient of an 
appointment to a elerkship in the United 
States Treasury Deparunent. While attend- 
ing to the duties of that position he pur- 
sued a course of study and lectures at the 
National Law and when he had 
finished that resigned his official position, 
and, returning to Minnesota, opened an 
office for the practice of law in Minneapolis. 
In April, 1888, he removed to Ilutchinson, 
and is there located and in full practice. 
Mr. Case is a member of the Baptist church 
and an earnest worker in all Christian work. 


School, 


ARL HAGEN, an enterprising farmer 
of the town of Sumter, living on sec- 
tion 2, is a native of Hanover, Germany, 
born January 13, 1884, and is the son of 
Hagen B. and Julianna (Bruns) Hagen. Tis 
parents both died in their native land, hav- 
ing been always residents of the village of 
Tueny in that kingdom. They had a family 
of five children as follows — Henry B., who 
came to this country and died with the 
cholera; Caroline, now in Missouri, and the 
wife of James Malasion; Antonettie, wife 
of John Reakeman of this-county; Carl, 
of whom this sketch is written, and Anna, 
Mrs. John Bloomingdale, of Renville county. 

Carl received his early education in tlie 
land of his birth, and while yet a boy was 
set to work on the farm. In 1858S, after 
spending twenty-four years there, he crossed 
the ocean to the New World, and landed 
after a tedious passage of nine weeks at 
the port of New Orleans. From the latter 
place he went to Louisville, Ky., and was 
there employed until the breaking out of 
the war, when he enlisted in Company H, 
Thirty-second Indiana Infantry, for three 
years, but after participating in the battle 
of Shiloh he was discharged for disability 
in May, 1862. 
settled in Lake county, IL, where he made 
his home until 1870, when he came to this 
county. On his arrival here he purchased 
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the 200 acres of fine land that he now owns, ° 


and has made all the improvements and 
brought the place to a high state of. culture 
and fertility. 

Mr. Tagen was married December 3, 1865, 
to Miss Liesette Listhartke, a native of Schule, 
Prussia, Germany, who came to this country 
with her parents in 1845, when she was but 
two months old. She is the daughter of 
Gerard Lambert and Maria Listhartke, the 
former of whom is dead. By this union 
they are the happy parents of three children 
—Hlenry B. born in Lake county, Ill, No- 
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vember 11, 1866; Minnie, born in the same 
locality August 1, 1869, and Friederika, born 
in this county August 17, 1872. Mr. agen 
isare spublican in chi politics, and in his re- 
livious views favors the Evangelical Associ- 
ation church. Ie has served for several 
vears as justice of the peace and -also as 
clerk of the school board. He is the pres- 
ent secretary of the Sumter Township Fire 
Association that was organized in 1879. Le 
is the road overseer of the district in which 
he lives; is the superintendent of one of the 
Sabbath-schools in Hutchinson, and is one 
of the leading citizens in the township in 
which he lives. 


ENJAMIN FRANKLIN ALLEN, the 
3) prominent and efficient dentist of the 


village of Glencoe, was born February 6, 
1840, in Philadelphia, that 


Beautiful city of Penn, 
waters, 

Where the streets bear the names of the trees of the 
forest, 

And the peach is the emblem of beauty. 


that lies by the Delaware’s 


His parents, William and Sarah (Prather) 
Allen, were both natives of England, but had 
come to this country in their childhood with 
their parents. The father of William Allen, 
Reuben, settled with his wife, Sarah, in 
North Carolina, where the father of our sub- 
ject grew to manhood. Matthew and Rachel 
Prather, the maternal grandparents of Ben- 
jamin, located at Wheeling, Va.. where Mars. 
Allen was reared. They were married in 
Wheeling, Va. after which they moved to 
Philadelphia. When our subject was some 
thirteen years of age the family removed 
Indianapolis, Ind.. where they made their 
home. They came to Rochester, Minn., to 
Visit their son, in IS74, and there the father 
died. The mother is still living in the old 
home in Indiana. 

Benjamin remained at home with his par- 
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ents, enjoying the excellent advantages 
afforded by the city schools of both Phila- 
delphia and Indianapolis, until he had 
reached his sixteenth birthday, when he en- 
tered 2 boot and shoe store in the latter city 
as aclerk, and remained there until the fall 
of 1860, pursuing his studies in the mean- 
time. At that time he matriculated at 
Ffanklin college, Ind., and gave his mind to 
study. The war broke out, and on the first 
call for troops young Allen enlisted in Com- 
pany G, Eighth Indiana Infantry, and par- 
ticipated in ‘the campaign in West Virginia, 
under McClellan, in the battle of Rich Moun- 
tain and of Laurel Hill. At the expiration 
of his three months’ service he was mustered 
out, but thirty days later he re-enlisted in 
the Thirty-fourth Indiana Infantry, Com- 
pany D, and served with them about four 
years. Ile was actively engaged in most of 
the campaigns in the Southwest, and present 
at the battles of Brown Church, Champion 
Hill, Black River Bridge, apes and the 
siege of Vicksburg. These are but the prin- 
cipal ones, for they had many more, and with 
heavy losses. e-enlisting, the regiment 
was ordered to Brownsville, Tex., where our 
subject was commissioned as brigade quarter- 
master, With the rank of captain, and served 
in that capacity until the close of the war, 
being mustered out at New Orleans June 22, 
1865. 

On returning to his home the Doctor en- 
tered a dental office, and remained there for 
A course in the Phila- 
delphia Dental College next succeeded, after 
Which, inthe spring of 186%, he went to St. 
Louis, Where he practiced his profession in 


some two Vears. 


company with Doctor Thomas for about two 


yeurs. Returning to Indianapolis, he took 
charge of the office of Dr. N. J. Mitchell, 
Where he staid until 1874, at which date 


Dr. Allen came to this State and located 
at Jtochester. He came to the village of 
Glencoe in 1878 and opened his pleasant 
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dental rooms and has continued a resident 
ever since. 

Benjamin F. Allen has been thrice mar- 
ried ; the first time, February 6, 1866, to Miss 
Kittie Helvie, by whom he had two children 
—Harry and Zetta. His second marriage 
was in 1873, and Miss Anna Cutler was the 
bride. His third marriage occurred Novem- 
ber 21, 1880, at which time he espoused Miss 
Martha L. Messor, and the union has been 
blessed with one child, Archie. The Doctor 
isa member of the Masonic fraternity and 
of the Order of Workmen. 


EB ee 


JRA KINGSLEY LEWIS, one of the rep- 
‘| resentative self-made men of this county 
and one that merits all the encomiumns that 
are bestowed upon him, is a resident of the 
village of Winsted. He isa native of this 
State, born at Watertown, Carver county, 
January 3, 1858, and is the son of Eli I. and 
Eleanor (Kingsley) Lewis. THis parents were 
natives of New York, and came to Minne- 
sota in 1857 and settled in Carver county. 

The subject of this sketch received the 
elements of his education in the common 
schools of this State, working to pay his 
board in the intervals between school ses- 
sions, for after the death of his mother when 
he was but thirteen, he had no other home 
than what he could provide for himself. Un- 
til he reached his majority he was employed 
at various occupations, but in 1879, when 
twenty-one years of age, he went to Cass 
county, Dak., and there made and _ per- 
fected a pre-emption on a piece of land. His 
title having been established he sold out and 


removed to the village of Grove City, Meeker | 


county, this State, and there read law with 
John T. Alley, where he remained until the 
autumn of 1882. when he came to the village 
of Winsted, and opened a law and insurance 
office. He has made his home in this place 
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ever since, has been honored by his fellow 
citizens by having had bestowed upon him 
the office of town clerk and that of village 
recorder, both positions being now filled by 
him. Mareh 3, 1888, he was appointed route 
agent of the United States mail service, be- 
tween St. Paul and Watertown, Dak. 

Mr. Lewis was united in marriage October 
16, 1884, with Miss Emma Moy, a native of 
Minnesota, and the daughter of Fritz and 
Sarah (Elmer) Moy, of Winsted village. 
The issue of their union has been tio chil- 
dren—Carl William, born September 21, 
1885, and Ilona, whose birth took place 
August 17,1887. He is a democrat in his 
political affiliations, and his future certainly 
looks very promising. His wife is connected 
with the Lutheran church, and is highly 
esteemed by her neighbors and friends. 


Se aed xpos ote os o—-e-—— 


ILLIAMB. HARRINGTON. Among 
. the early settlers of the, village of 
Hutchinson, and one of its most prominent 
citizens, was the esteemed gentleman whose 
name heads this article, whois now deceased. 
He was a native of Canada, but came to Ohio 
when but three years of age with his parents. 
Ife was reared there and was married in 
Geauga county, that State, in 1849, to Mrs. 
Sarah §S. Gillson. They made their home 
in the “ Buckeye State” until 1852, when 
they came to Minnesota, arriving at St. 
Paul April 10th. They made a settlementat 
what is now called Minnetonka Mills, where 
they were building the first mill. Mr. Har- 
rington took up a farm on the west bank of 
Lake Minnetonka and commenced its im- 
provement. They were the farthest west 
of any settlers at that time. 

In 1853 Mr. Harrington, in company with 
two others, made anexploring expedition to 
the west of his place, and coming to a lake 
and perceiving its extreme length, gave it 
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the name of Longe Lake, a name it has al- 
ways retained. He and his family remained 
on his farm in Hennepin county until March, 
1862, when they removed to Hutchinson, 
where they were at the time of the Indian 
outbreak in the fall of 1862. They were 
among the settlers that sought shelter in the 
stockade and remained in that place for 
some eight weeks. That fall the family 
moved back to the farm at Lake Minne- 
tonka and there resided until the fall of 1865 
when they came back to this village. Here 
he resided when the death angel brought his 
summons and he passed away from earth to 
his reward, February 7, 1869. 


Mr. Harrington was the father of five 


children—Henry, the pastor of the Univer- 
salist church at Excelsior and the editor of 
the Minnetonka Jfrror; Frank M., who 
enlisted in 1862 in Company B, Ninth Min- 
nesota Infantry and was wounded in the 
battle of Nashville, December 15, 1864, and 
died December 24th at New Albany, Ind; 
Sibyl F.,now Mrs. T. H. Pendergast ; Lewis 
P. and Milie A. 

The post of the Grand Army of the Re- 
public at Hutchinson is named after the 
young soldier, Frank MM. Harrington. 


+ 
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SBURY POOL, of the town of Sumter, 
came to this county in the spring 
of 1867, and settled upon a part of section 
32, where he now lives and earries on farm- 
ing and stock raising. Ie is‘a native of 
Virginia, born May 11, 1839, and 1s the 
son of Johnand Sarah (Allinder) Pool. The 
family came to Minnesota in 1856, and lo- 
cated on a farm near Eureka, Dakota county, 
where the father died in 1858. The mother 
of our subject is still living at the ripe age of 
seventy-six years. She had a family of six 
children, of whom Asbury was the second. 
The others were James, John, Johnson, 
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Annie, Sarah and Thomas. John was in the 
Fourth Minnesota Infantry during the war, 
and died in 1865 on account of injuries. re- 
ceived in the service, having served three 
years and tliree months; Johnson Pool was 
also in the service, enlisting in the Second 
Minnesota Cavalry. 

The subject of this biography received his 
education in Miami county, Ind., whither the 
family had emigrated in his childhood, and 
at the age of seventeen commenced the avoca- 
tion of a farmer, and has always followed 
that business. He enlistedin February, 1865, 
at St. Paul, in Company I, Second Minne- 
sota Cavalry, and served until December 4, 
1866, when he was discharged at Fort Snell- 
ing. Returning to his homein Dakota coun- 
ty he there resided until the spring of 1867, 
when he came here as above mentioned. 

Mr. Pool was united in marriage, Febru- 
ary 25, 1869, with Miss Susan Goodale, a 
native of Maine, and the daughter of Eben- 
ezer and Jane Goodale. By this union they 
became the parents of two children—Arthur, 
born May 1, 1871, and Jennie, whose birth 
took place September 28, 1874. In_ his po- 
litical views Mr. Pool may be classed with 
the independents, as he is bound by no party 
lines, but votes for the best men or measures 
assuitshim. JJehas held the office of school 
director of district No. 31 for a period of 
two years, and takes great interest in all ed- 
ucational matters. 


ON ALVIN N. PERKINS, one of the most 
SY popular and well-known citizens of 
the town of Collins, lives on 19, 
where he has a pleasant home. Ie is one 
of the “brave boys in blue” that make 
their home in this county, and is the com- 
mander of the Grand Army Post, Lytle, No. 
59, of Stewart. Ie is a native of the grand 
old commonwealth of Massachusetts, born in 
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Bueklin, Franklin county, May 6, 1828, and 
is the son of Alfred and Jane (Ward) Per- 
kins. From his ninth year until he was 
sixteen years old he worked in a cotton 
mill at Colerain, attending school part of 
the time, and was foreman of one depart- 
ment on leaving the mill. Having a dis- 
taste for the business he commenced to learn 
the carpenter’s trade, and followed that ave- 
cation until August 14, 1862, when, being 
filled with patriotic ardor, he enlisted in 
Company H, Thirty-seventh Massachusetts 
Infantry, which was assigned for duty to 
the noble Sixth Corps, “The followers of 
the Cross,” under the command of Major- 
General John M. Sedgwick, and served in 
all three of its divisions. The regiment was 
present at the battles of I*redericksburg, 
Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, Hatcher's Bie 
Wilderness, Spottsylvania, North Anna, Cold 
Harbor, Petersburg, Cedar Creek, Petersburg 
again, Saylor’s Creek and Appomattox, anil 
he was always in the ranks. The noble 
regiment of which he was a member car- 
ried the “ cross,” its distinctive mark, into 
the thickest of every engagement, and was 
ranked as one of the best in the Army of 
the Potomac. It was one of those picked 
out asa mark of honor to go to New York 
at the time of the draft riot to quell the 
disturbance, and remained there some three 
months. Mr. Perkins was remarkable in 
never haying been absent from his regi- 
ment during its long and valuable service, 
and asked for his first furlough on its re- 
turn to Washington. Ile was"mustered out 
of service June 28, 1865, and returned to his 
home. A few. 
Northampton, Mass., where he was engaged 
in contracting the manufacture of cutlery, 
and there followed that business until 1876, 
when he came to Minnesota, settling in Da- 
kota county on a rented farm. One year 
later he removed to Collins, this county, 
and homesteaded and took a tree elaim in 


months later he removed to 
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citizens of the 


this and the adjoining county of Renville, 
of 160 acres of land, where he now lives. 

Mr. Perkins was united in marriage July 
23, 1851, with Miss Ellen Martha Wieht, 
the daughter of Harvey and Pattie (W hiting) 
Wight, born in Bueklin, Mass., December 
1832. By this union they have had three 
children — Calvin Judson, born December 
S, 1852, and died November 22, 1869; Ellen 
S., born February 13, 1855, married Alden ( 
Carpenter, of Dakota county, Minn.; and 
Harvey Wight, born September 19, 1867, 
now living at home. Mr. Perkins is a strong 
adherent to the principles of the republican 
party, and has filled the offices of supervisor 
and chairman of the board for several years 
with credit and honor to himself and to the 
satisfaction of his constituents. 
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Ht KEY 1p 
ON. JAMES C. EDSON, the present 
kh Judge of the Eighth Judical District, 
one of the most prominent and influential 
county, is a resident of the 
village of Glencoe. He was born at Edson’s 
Corners, Otsego County, N. Y., February 
25, 1825, and the son of Jacob and 
Sénueout i (Bowen) Edson. His father, who 


is 


is 


was born in Bridgewater, Mass., was 
the son of John Edson, a native of that 


place, born in 1748, and Judith (Shaw) Ed- 
son, his wife, bornin 1749. The family trace 
their direct descent from Deacon Samuel 
Edson, who was born in England in 1612, 
and came to the’ Plymouth Bay Colony in 
1639, and settledat Salem. Ile had married 
Miss Susan Orcutt previous to his crossing 
the water. In 1650 he removed to Bridge- 
water and then died in 1692.0 From him are 
descended all the Jdsons in this country. 
The father of the subject’ of this sketch was 
iu merchant and a potash manufacturer in 
early life but in his later years adopted the 
occupation of farming. In that beautiful 
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part of the Empire State, in Otsego County, 
the parents of Col. Edson passed to their 
rest beyond the dark river. 

The subject of this memoir received the 
elements of his education in the common 
schools of his native county in his youth. 
Attaining maturer years, he was engaged in 
farming, and in the millwright and carpen- 
tering trade untilhe had reached the age of 
twenty years. At that time he came west 
and settling near Plainville, Wis, he en- 
gaged in farming which he followed for a 
few years. Being determined to adopt law 
aus a profession he entered the office of J. 
Bowman, at Newport, near where Kilbourn 
City now stands, and applied himself to study. 
In 1855 he was admitted to practice at the 
bar in Adams county, Wis., and returning 
to the East he attended the law school at 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y., from which institu- 
tion he received a diploma in 1858. 

Our subject practiced his chosen profession 
in Binghamton, N. Y., for two years, alter 
which he came to Minnesota and opened 
an office at Garden City, Blue Earth county, 
but only fora short time, for in August,1861, 
he removed to Glencoe. The “Conflict be- 
tween the States” having broken out at this 
time, and fired by patriotism, Mr. Edson en- 
tered the service as captain of Company B, 
Fourth Minnesota Infantry, and served four 
veaurs. The merit of his services is evinced 
by the fact that he rose in rank, astep ata 
time, to the. command of the regiment as its 
colonel. This gallant body of men wasa 
component part of the Army of the Tennes- 
see and participated in many of the campaigns 
in the Southwest and in the famous March 
to the Sea, “where deeds of eternal fame were 
Having through fifteen 
pitched battles and innumerable skirmishes 
Without a wound, the Colonel was mustered 
out with the regiment in August, 1865. 

veturning to Glencoe, he resumed his law 
practice and was elected to the office of 
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county attorney and held it for some time. 
In 1877 he was chosen to represent this dis- 
trict in the State Legislature and sat during 
the session of the Twentieth Assembly. Ilis 
position upon the bench was assumed by him 
in 1887 and he has retained it ever since. 

In September, 1860, Judge Edson was 
united in marriage with Miss Sarah A. Rich- 
ards, of Broome county, N. Y., who  be- 
came the motherof four children—James, 
Ella, Charles and Sadie; Charles died in in- 
fancy. The Judge was formerly a member of 
the Whig party, but is now an influential and 
active republican in his political affiliations, 
and a leader in all movements that are de- 
signed to elevate or improve the community 
in which he is living. <A portrait of this 
prominent and representative citizen is pre- 
sented in another part of this volume. 


2] OHN D. PETERS, who is engaged in 
G general farming and stock-raising, on 
sections 3 and 4, Sumter township, came to 
this county in 1868, from Cook county, Iil., 
and settled where he now lives. He has a 
fine farm of 160 acres of land, which is well 
improved, and is well stocked. Ile is a 
native of Holstein, Germany, born October 
14, 1832, and is the son of Thies and Sophia 
(Frasa) Peters. He was brought up and 
received his education in the land of his birth 
and remained in school until he had attained 
the age of sixteen years. After finishing his 
studies, he assisted in carrying on his father’s 
farm, but on reaching his majority imini- 
erated to America. The trip across the 
wild Atlantic lasted some nine weeks, but 
at leneth he landed at the port of New York, 
whence he went to Cook county, UL, where 
he was engaged in agricultural pursuits until 
coming to this country as above mentioned. 

Mr. Peters was united in the of 


bonds 
marriage, October 22, 1865, with Miss Eliza 
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tantzen, in Cook a The lady, w Ro | 
was born January 27, 1842, is the danghter 
of Henry and ee (Boxmann) Rantzen, 


natives of Germany, who came to thiscountry 
in 1830, and were among the first settlers of 
Chicago. They had a family of five girls, 
of whom Mrs. Peters isthe third. The taager 
went to school in Chicago until she was thir- 
teen years old, after which she attended the | 
country schools. She has become the mother 
of four children, viz.—Mary, born February 
16, 1868; Henry, born October 16, 1869; 
George, born oa 15, 1871, and Anna, born 
May 16, 1872 

Mr. Pees is entirely independent of party 
lines in his political views, and votes-for the 
best men. In religion, he is a member of 
the Evangelical Lutheran church, and is ¢ 
consistent and active Christian. He is in 
favor of every measure that promises to re- 
dound to the credit or benefit of the commu- 
nity, and is one of the public-spirited citizens 
of the town. He and his entire family 
merit and receive the esteem and respect of 
all with whom they come in contact. 


AON HARLES K. GOODNOW, the senior 
YY member of the firm of Goodnow & 
Ives, dealers in general merchandise in the 
village of Iutchinson, came to that place in 
the spring of 1867, and, incompany with J. 
L. Day, put in a stock of goods and com- 
menced inercantile operations. At that time 
two small stores, kept respectively by W. 
L. Sumner and A. M. Snell, comprised the 
entire business of the place. All goods were 
hauled by team from Carver, and that spring 
being very wet, and the roads, mere apologies 
for such, were so bad that it was almost im- 
possible to get through, Mr. L. LL. Day, 
started after goods with five yoke of oxen 
and as many wagons. After passing part of 
the way, they stopped and converted the hind 
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Ww specs of the wagons into carts, and on the Se 
brought light loads through the mud to 
IIutchinson. Flour was a scarce article that 
season, worth thirteen dollars per barrel at 
Carver, and cost four dollars to haul it from 
there to this place, but Day & Goodnow were 
fortunate enough to get a quantity to supply 
their trade from a farmer in the vicinity 
who had had it ground at the Greenleaf 
mill. 

They purchased, the following winter. large 
quantities of furs, handling over 50,000 
muskrat pelts. They were then doing busi- 
ness in a building between where the two 
hardware stores now stand, but in 1869 com- 
menced the erection of hie store now occut 
pied by Goodnow & Ives, to which they have 
added since. In the spring of 1870, Mr. 
Goodnow bought out his partner and ran the 
business until the following spring, when he 
admitted W. J. Ives to a partnership, and 
the firm thus formed has continued ever 
since. During the grasshopper times of 
1875-76 they lost over $12,000, but still weath- 
ered it through. In 1876 they started the 
Black Hills butter trade, and in 1878 estab- 
lished a branch office at Bismarck, Dakota. 


' In 1879 they started a branch store at Stew- 


art, which they sold out one year later. In 
1881 they acquired an interest in the elevator 
and ina store at Sumter, and still hold the 
same. In 1887 they built an elevator at 
Ilutchinson, with a capacity of holding 15,- 
000 bushels of wheat, and are largely inter- 
ested in the grain trade. 

Mr. Goodnow was born in Hopkinton, St. 
Lawrence county, N. Y., January 18, 1859. 
and is the son of Nathaniel B. and Abigail 
(Xent) Goodnow.  Ilis parents were natives 
of that part of the “Empire State,” and 
lived among its picturesque and mountainous 
scenery until the day of their death. 

The subject of this memoir, when fourteen 
years of age, commenced w orci in the tannery 
with his fathe r, Where he remained for three 
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years, but a year’s sickness caused him to 
abandon the business. Ile was appointed 
deputy postmaster of the village, and filled 
the position for two years. At the age of 
twenty he entered the store of Hulburd & 
Culver, of Stockholm, N. Y., where he re- 
mained seven years, and then started for the 
West; after a short time spent in Redwing, 
Minn., and Muscatine, Iowa, came to Iluteh- 
inson as above mentioned. He was married 
May 6, 1869, to Miss Eunice C. Stearns, who 
is the mother of five children—Merton §&., 
Virgil P., Grace G,, De Forest and Warren. 

Mr. Goodnow, like all those who have been 
reared in the “Empire State,” takes great 
interest in all educational matters, and has 
served much of his time or the school board. 
He is a member of the Congregational 
church, and, with five others, organized the 
society of that Genomination in Hutchinson. 
Ile was, also, one of the organizers of the 
McLeod County Sunday-School Association, 
and is its present secretary. 
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“2S LI W. STOCKING, one of the pioneers 

y of McLeodcounty, is a resident of the 
town of Lynn, living on section 14. He isa 
native of Middlesex county, Conn., and was 
born May 3, 1824. He was reared in the 
home of his parents, Nathanieland Betsey 
(Stannard) Stocking, and enjoyed the privi- 
leves of the excellent common schools provid- 
ed by that commonwealth, in his youth. 
After finishing in the high school of his na- 
tive village he taught in one of the neighbor- 
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iny districts, and at the age of eighteen went 
to Ohio, where he followed the same ealling 
for two winters. In the year 1853 he moved 
to New Orleans, and there was employed as 
at salesman ina gun store fora period of three 
Years. Returning to Painesville, Ohio, he was 
united in marriage with Miss Mary J. Hart, 
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in October, 1856,and lived in that village un- 
til the spring of 1857, at which time he and 
his young bride came to Minnesota and_ set- 
tled in this county, ona claim one mile north- 
east of the site of Ilutchinson. After living 
there some five years he abandoned it and 
filed a claim under the homestead law on 
section 22, in the town of Acoma, in this 
county, upon which he resided for six years, 
teaching school three winters of that time. 
In Angust, 1862, at the period of the Indian 
outbreak, he left his farm and went to the 
village of Hutchinson, where he helped build 
the stockade, returning occasionally to his 
home. One morning some two weeks after 
the outbreak, being at his farm, he heard fir- 
ing some miles away, and shortly after a 
young friend rode up and advised him to seek 
a place of safety, as the redskins had defeated 
the troops sent against them. He fled at 
once with his family to the stockade at Hutch- 
inson. The village was soon after attacked 
by the savages. Mr. Stocking took an active 
part in the defense of the town, and remained 
in the vicinity all the time, although many 
would have fled. One day, during a scare, 
the proposition was made that they all should 
flee, but our subject said he would stay if one 
man would keep him company, and C. D, 
McEwen, who now lives in Renvyille county, 
consented, and the balance were ashamed to 
be outdone by two men, and remained. 
After the suppression of the Indian revolt, 
Mr. Stocking returned to his farm, where he 
lived until 1868,when he sold itand removed to 
Hutchinson and entered the mercantile trade 
asa member of the hardware firm of Putnam 
IIe continued in this line for 
some tine years during which he filled the 
offices of deputy postmaster and postinaster, 
until the spring of 1878 when, having been 
elected to the office of county treasurer, he 
assumed the duties of that position and served 
therein one term. In the fallof 1880 he moved 
on the farm, on section 14, that he had bought 
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the year previous, and has made his home | 
here ever since. | 
Mr. and Mrs. Stocking are the parents of | 
seven children—Charles A. born August 30, — 
1857; Ella G., born January 18, 1860, the | 
wife of R. F. Case, of Dassel; Frank D.. born | 
May 20, 1862, married June 27, 1888, to Ella | 
F. Ives, of Hutchinson; Eva J., born July 20, | 
1864; Willie D., born June 6, 1866; Fred O., | 
born June 13, 1868; and Louis B., born May | 
30, 1871. 
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‘haan H. SLOCUM, the editor of 
2Y that bright journal, Zhe Glencoe Reg- | 
ister, is a native of Buffalo, N. Y., and was 
born March 15,1836. Ie is the son of Ben- 
jamin and Eliza (Monroe) Slocum, both of 
whom were natives of the ‘ Empire State.” 
The father of our subject was a soldier in the 
American army during the War of 1812, and 
settled in Buffalo about 1830 and there car- 
ried on the trade of furrier. He was called 
from this world to his reward December 22, 
1843. 

The subject of this memoir remained at 
home until he had completed his fourteenth | 
year, and then commenced to learn “the art | 
preservative of all arts” in a printing-ollice | 
in Fond du Lac, Wis., where he remained | 
three years. Tis earlier education, which he 
had obtained in the common schools, was 
supplemented by a cowrse at an academy at 
Monroe, Mich. In 1853 he returned to Buf- 
falo and was employed on the Christian Ad- 
vocute until 1856. le then went to Cleve- 
land, Ohio, and for a year was foreman and 
local editor of the Daly Leader. 
eral years thereafter he was engaged at his 
trade in St. Anthony and St. Paul, having at 
one time aninterest in the Zepress. In 1863 
he removed to Mankato and resurrected the 
Independent, which he van until 1866, when 
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he sold out. This paper is now the Free 
Press. ; 

Mr. Slocum’s next venture in the field of 
journalism was at St. Charles, where he es- 
tablished the first paper in that place, which 
he called the //erald. For seven vears hie 
remained there, and while running this jour. 
nal he acted as assistant clerk of the Touse 
of Representatives for five successive vears, 
and only lacked one vote of having the chief 
clerk’s place. In 1874 he purchased the 
Post, of Blue Earth City, and ran that paper 
until 1883, holding the oftice of postmaster 
at the same time. We then returned to St. 
Paul, and was given the post of superintend- 
ent of the mailing department of the Glole, 
and there remained until August, 1887, when 
he came to Glencoe and purchased the inter- 
est of Liberty Hall in the Legister, which 
he has conducted ever since. 

Mr. Slocum is a stanch adherent to the 
principles of the republican party, and takes 
much interest in its success. He has held 
the position of chairman of the county and 
district committees in the various places in, 
which he has lived, and is an efficient worker 
in all political campaigns. 
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‘2{2"IMOTHY MULQUEEN, one of the pop- 

A ular farmers of the town of Acoma, 
born: in Albany county, N. Y., 
January 9, 1857, and is the son of Solomon 
and Catherine Mulqueen, natives of Ireland. 
When he was some few years of age the 
family removed to South Bend, Ind., and 
there a short time afterward the father died. 
Although but twelve vears of age at that 
time, our subject commenced to stem life's 
tide for himself, and since then has depended 
upon his own resources. He worked around 
among the farmers of that locality until May, 
1856, when he went to Ottawa, Ill, and 
there followed teaming for two years. Ie- 
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turning to Indiana, he was there engaged in 
farm labor when the war broke out. In the 
summer of 1861 he enlisted in the famous 
Wilder’s Indiana Battery of Light Artillery, 
and proceeded to the front and there did 
eallant service. The company was engaged 
in the attack on Greenbriar, the fight at 
Brady’s gates, and in most of the campaigns 
under Reynolds, Milroy and Fremont, end- 
ing in the battle of Cross Keys and the capt- 
ure of Harper's Ferry, by the rebel forces 
under Stonewall Jackson and Hill, when the 
battery was captured with the other forces. 
Our subject was liberated on parole and 
returned to Indianapolis, and after his 
exchange, entered the re-organized Wilder’s 
battery and was sent with them to the army 
then under Burnside, at Lexington, Ky. 
They participated in the seige of Knoxville 
and inmanvy of the engagements in that part 
of the country, and in February he was 
transferred to the First Veteran T[eserve 
Corps, under the command of General 
Hancock, and remained there until mustered 
out. 

He then came west and bought 160 acres 
of land where he now lives, on sections 13 
and 14. In 1867 he was united in marriage 
with Miss Charlotte Jones, who died some 
months after, and he lived alone on his farm 
for seven years, and then, June 12, 1872, was 
married to Miss Lneinda Rahn, a native of 
Germany and the daughter of Christian aud 
Hannah Rahn. By this union there have 
been born six children. 
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ES JOHN BENJAMIN. Perhaps in 
the annals of McLeod county there is 


no one who has figured more conspicuously 
than the subject of this sketch. He is now 
living on section 4(South) Hutchinson town- 
ship, where he located after the Indian 
troubles of 1862. The Doctor is a native of 
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England, born January 5, 1823, and is the 
son of Robert and Sarah (Perry) Benjamin. 
He was reared and educated in the land of 
his birth, and lived there until April 22, 
1849, when he embarked for the United 
States. He landed at Boston thirty days 
later, and made his home in that city until 
his removal, in 1855, to Rockford, Winne- 
bago county, Tl. In 1857, leaving Rock- 
ford and being joined at St. Paul by Rollins 
3urnham and C. P. Kittridge, he came to 
the little village of Hutchinson, and, having 
built a house, brought his family to the place 
and lived there until the fall of 1862. 

On receipt of the news of the Indian out- 
break, he and some others barricaded Ches- 
ley’s house, as a defense, but later repaired 
to the stockade. <A full history of the expe- 
rience of the settlers, who, to the number of 
several hundred, were cooped up in the fort, 
and the account of the attack upon the same 
by the savages is given in the Historical 
Annals of the County, in this volume, and 
need not be repeated in this connection. 
During all the time of trial the Doctor was 
never wanting at his post. Ile wasappointed 
surgeon in chief, and attended all the 
wounded and the sick as well. Muchof the 
account of the attack upon the stockade is 
taken from the words of the Doctor and are 
worthy of complete credence, as he is not 
only a man of extreme veracity, but was an 
active participant in the matter. 

Doctor Benjamin was united in: marriage, 
June 5, 1851, to Miss Elizabeth T. Garner, a 
native of England, and the daughter of Jo- 
sephand Mary A. (Taylor) Garner. By this 
union they have had nine children, as fol- 
lows — Anna, Robert G., John F., Gridley 
W., Louisa, Olive E., Albert Byron, Arthur 
E., and Winfred G. Gridley died through 
exposure during the Indian trouble. Albert 
was drowned in the Hassan River, above the 
village, June 8, 1881. 

In polities the Doctor is a republican and 
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one of the leading men in the town, and 
none stands higher in the community than 
he does. He laid the foundation of his edu- 
cation in the common schools of his native 
land and attended college, where he read for 
his profession, at Liverpool. 


2] AMES HOLISTON, one of the leading, 
€ well-to-do farmers of Collins township, 
has his pleasantly situated home upon sec- 
tion 14. He was born in Ovdensburgh, N. 
Y., May 11, 1834, and is the son of Andrew 
and Mary (Lees) Holiston, natives of Scot- 
land. Facilities for obtaining an education 
in those days in the Empire State were not 
what they are now, and he spent the most of 
his time in assisting to carry on the paternal 
farm, attending school when the opportunity 
presented itself, until he had attained his 
majority. In 1855 he came to the great and 
growing West and settled in Olmstead coun- 
ty, Minn., after a stay of some weeks in 
the La Crosse Valley, Wisconsin. Iie pre- 
empted 160 acres of land south of the village 
of Orinoco, and there carried on farming for 
some twelve years. At the expiration of 
that time he sold out and removed to Me- 
Leod county, and for two years lived on the 
White place, whose former inhabitants had 
been murdered by the Indians. Ile then 
made aclaim adjoining that place, .but sold 
out there shortly after and removed to his 
present farm. Ile hada very hard time here 
in those early days, as he was a poor man, 
and there was nothing for him to do to help 
eke out his income, and farm produce brought 
no price. Their nearest mill was at St. Pe- 
ter, and that was run on the extortion plan, 
only allowing twenty pounds of flour fora 
bushel of wheat, and no bran or shorts. 

Mr. Holiston was married September 9, 
1857, to Miss Mary Stephenson, who was 
born in’ Pennsylvania, in 1838, and is the 
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daughter of Chester and Melissa (Lillie) 
Stephenson. By this union they have had 
five children, of whom this is the record :— 
Eva was born August 18, 1858, married W. 
B. Knott, and lives in Collins; Andrew was 
born August 17, 1859, and died in October, 
1867; Laura, now Mrs. Andrew Thompson, 
of Collins, was born January 29, 1861; Will- 
iam was born April 20, 1863; and Frances, 
now Mrs. Beecher Cook, was born February 
20, 1865. 

Mr. Holiston bas filled the offices of town 
treasurer and assessor, and is a democrat in 
his political views. Ie is quite active in all 
educational matters, haying been instrumen- 
tal in the organization of the first school 
district in the town, and has held the posi- 
tion of clerk and treasurer of the district 
for several years. He takes great interest in 
all good work that promises to accrue to the 
benefit of the community, and is one of the 
leading citizens of the township. 


i 1 te EB tp 
ON. ELISHA A. CHILD, the present 
State Senator from this county, is a 
ing dealer in agricultural machinery, 
buggies, wagons, etc., in the villageot Glen- 
coe. IJleis a native of Oxford county, Me., 
born Angust 8, 1850, and is the son of Lewis 
W. and Emily (Reed) Child. His parents 
were both born in the “ Pine Tree State,” 
but the family were originally from Massa- 
chusetts and of English descent. 

The subject of thissketch was reared upon 
his father’s farm, and received in youth the 
elements of a common-school education in 
the excellent institutions of his native State. 
He remained at home until he had attained 
his twentieth year, and then went to Natick, 
Mass., where he lived some two years. He 
then came to this county and for about eight- 
een months followed carpentering in Glen- 
coe, but at the expiration of that time went 
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to the Pacific slope and was there for a year 
and a half. In December, 1875, he returned 
to Glencoe, and the following spring started 
in his present business on a small scale, and 
has increased it each year until lis sales in 
18ST amounted to over 850,000, Although 
young in years, Mr. Child is one of the most 
prominent citizens of the county and owes 
his present position entirely to his own 
efforts. 

In his polities, Mr. Child has always affilt- 
ated with the Democratic party, and in the fall 
of 1880 was elected as Representative to the 
State Legislature for the district on that 
ticket. Ile was re-elected to the same posi- 
tion in 1882, and in the fall of 1886 was 
chosen to represent the district in the State 
Senate. Heis alsou member of the board of 
education in the village and gives a large 
share of his time to school interests. Be- 
sides his business and political affairs he 
carries on his magnificent farm of 335 acres 
lying adjoining Glencoe, and is highly suc- 
cessful in that direction. Mr. Child is prom- 
inently identified with the Masonic fra- 
ternity, being amember of Hope Lodge, No. 
42; Glencoe Chapter, No. 38, and Damascus 
Commandery, No. 1, and has held most all 
the important offices in these bodies. He 
is the present High Priest of the Chapter. 

Mr. Child and Miss Laura Poehler, of 
ITenderson, Minn., were united in marriage 
October 12, 1882. 


OHN BARRETT, one of the representa- 
tive citizens of the town of Winsted, 
was born in Carbondale, Penn., July 10, 
1845, and is the son of John and Cath- 
erine (Kerns) Barrett. Heattended the com- 
mon schools of his native State until he was 
some nine years old, when he commenced to 
work in the mines. In 1859 he came to 
Minnesota with his parents, and with his 
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father settled in the town of Hale. This he 
helped to clear and afterwards took up a 
homestead for himself in the same precinct. 
He was married April 19, 1869, to Miss 
Rosella Sherman, the daughter of Martin 
and Catherine (Koppel) Sherman, Te inade 
lis home on his farm until 1884. when 
moved to the village of Winsted, where he 
has since resided. Ile is the parent of five 
children, only one of whom is living—James 
Martin, born April 29, 1873. At the age of 
seventeen vears he was one of the nine who 
organized the town and was chosen clerk, it 
being necessary that the person who held 
that office should be able to read and write, 
and he held the same office for about four 
years. He has also held the olflice of town 
supervisor several times and-is the present 
assessor of Winsted township. — Ie 
made his mark in the community in which 
he has resided and is one of the prominent 
and influential citizens of the county. 


he 


has 
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ON. JACOB KOONS, one of the most 
prominent and influential citizens of 
the town of Penn, is engaged in carrying on 


farming operations on section 24, where he- 
has a valuable farm of 450 acres. Ile is a 
native of Wayne county, Ohio, born in 1856, 
and is the sixth child in the family of his 
parents, John and Rebecea (Gesaman) Koons, 
who were both Pennsylvanians. Our subject 
was reared in the place of his birth and re- 
ceived his education there. At the age of 
twenty he commenced life for himself, adopt- 
ine the vocation of a farmer for his life work. 
In the year 1857 he moved to Minnesota and 
settled near New Auburn, in Wright county, 
where he remained two years, and at the ex- 
piration of that time came to MeLeod county, 
and located on the fama where he now resides. 
In September, 1861, he enlisted in the Fourth 
Minnesota Infantry and served with that 
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regiment through the bloody battles of Iuka. 
Corinth, Raymond, Champion Hill, siege of 
Vicksburg and was mustered out of the serv- 
ice October 11, 1864, at Altoona, Ga., with 
the rank of second sergeant. 

Mr. Koons and Miss Iarris were united in 
marriage in 1861, and they are the parents 
of four children. After the term of service 
in the army the gentleman of whom we write 
returned to his farm and has brought it to a 
high state ofcultivation. The improvements, 
which are of an excellent character, were 
made here by him, and he has devoted his 
energies to adding,to the comfort of himself 
and his family, by surrounding them with 
every convenience. 

In the fall of 1878 My. Koons was elected 
to represent this district in the lower house 
of the State Legislature and ably filled the 
position for the term. He has also held 
various local offices and is one of the leading 
citizens of the county and town. 


é AMES KERR. Among the leading and 
Yy prosperous agriculturists of the town 
of (South) Hutchinson is the gentleman whose 
name heads this sketch. His neat’ home lies 
upon section 10, where he has eighty acres 
of well-tilled land. Mr, Kerr is a native of 
Montreal, Lower Canada, born July 28, 1525, 
and is the son of James and Jane (McCourt) 
Kerr, both of whom were of the hardy and 
thrifty Scotch-Irish race, and came from the 
North of Ireland. His father djed in Canada 
during the youth of our subject, who was 
reared to manhood and educated in his na- 
tive State. In 1856 he removed to Clayton 
county, lowa, where he settled and remained 
until 1863. While there his mother was 
called to her reward beyond the grave. In 
the fall of 1863 he started for Minnesota, 
but wintered, on his way, at La Crosse, 
Wis., and in the spring of 1864 came to 


this county, landing in Hutchinson April 
27th. On his arrival he went to work at his 
trade, which was that of carpenter and 
joiner, and followed it steadily for a year, 

The following year he took the place 
where he now lives under the homestead 
act, and has given part of his attention to 
that and part to the handicraft in which he 
is an adept. 

The date of his marriage was November 
14, 1847, at which time he and Miss Jane 
Manning were united. She is a native of 
Lower Canada, born March 9, 1823, and a 
daughter of John and Kziah Manning. By 
this marriage they have had seven children, 
as follows— William J., born November 8, 
1848; James A., born August 15, 1851; 
Phebe E., born November 16, 1853; Gilbert 
M., born July 9, 1857; Kziah, born Novem- 
ber 8, 1860; Sarah Philena, born September 
21,1863, and Richard L., born June 23, 1866. | 

In political matters Mr. Kerr is a re 
publican. 


HUEIUS. EF. LAMBERS, the proprietor. of 
the city livery and sale stables, of 
Glencoe, is a native of Clinton county, N.Y., 
and was born December 7, 1864, being the 
son of Andrew and Mary (Bowyer) Lambert. 
3oth of his parents were born in Scotland, 
but had come to this country some time 
before the birth of our subject, and made 
their home in Clinton county until 1873. At 
that date the family removed to this county, 
and here the father purchased’ a farm in 
Glencoe township. One year later the 
mother of Julius died, since which time the 


latter has depended entirely, upon lis own 
exertions for a livelihood. For two years he 
worked on a farm with a brother-in-law. 
after which he worked eut with others, and 
worked in this manner fora couple of years. 
At the age of sixteen he went into the gen- 
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eral merchandise store of H. J. Hanson, of 
Glencoe, as a clerk and remained there 
about a year, 

In 1881 he went to Devil’s Lake, Dak., 
and spent the summer there and at Grand 
Forks. On his way back Glencoe he 
stopped at Fergus Falls, but on reaching 
this place he again entered the store of Mr. 
Hanson. He continued in this party’s em- 
ploy for two years, and then made another 
trip to Northern Dakota. Returning to this 
village, he again resumed clerical labor and 
remained therein until July, 1887, when he 
purchased the livery stalle of McCartney & 
Nelson, and has been in that business ever 
since. Lis obligmg ways and accommodat- 
ing disposition are winning him hosts of 
friends, and he is building up a fine trade. 
He has the only first-class stable in the vil- 
lage, and is always attentive to the wants of 
his customers. 


to 


we UNDER HALVORSON, one of the ear- 
oO liest settlers of this county; is still a 
resident on the farm where he located when 
coming to McLeod in 1856. THis home is on 
section 23, Gergen township, where he has 
an excellent residence surrounded by roomy 
and convenient out-buildings and barns. 
The place is one of the best in the town and 
evinces the care and thrift of the owner. 

Mr. Halvorson isa native of Vrodahl, Nor- 
way, born April 27, 1825, and is the son of 
Halvor and Dorothea (Halvorsdatter) Gun- 
derson. 


IIe received the elements of a com- 
mon school education in the davs of his vouth, 
and as he grew to the years of manhood 
idopted a seafaring life. Ie was engaged in 
the lumber trade on the Baltie Sea and fol- 
In 1853 he 
emigrated to the United States, bringing his 
parents with him, and landing at the port of 
Quebec, came to Illinois, where he remained 


lowed this calling for vears. 
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one year. In 185-4 he came to this State and 
located in Carver county, and for two vears 
was engaged in farm labor. At the expira- 
tion of that time he came to Bergen and 
made a preémption clanm upon which he set- 
tled. He “proved up” on this,and it now 
forms part of his present farm, he having 
taken a homestead afterward, 

During the Indian outbreak he remained 
on his place most of the time and attended 
to his duties, but went to Carver twice dur-. 
ing the time. He was married May 16, L564, 
to Miss Ellen Ellingson, and they have a 
family of five children, as follows—Halvor, 
born June 24, 1865; Edward, born February 
23, 1867; Bertha Dorothea, born July 13,1871, 
and died July 6, 1882; Carrie Mary, born 
April 2, 1878, and Henry, born August 2, 
1877, and died August 8, 1879. Our subject 
is in hearty accord with the republican 
party on all questions of a political nature, 
and usually votes the ticket of that organiza- 
tion. Ile and his family are members of the 
Evangelical Lutheran church, and are active 
in all religious work. 


et SD Ge 


<=T.ON. WILLIAM T. BONNIWELL. 
> Prominent among the active business 
men who hive so largely contributed toward 
the growth and develop nent of this beautiful 
county is the gentleman whose name heads 
thisarticle. Tleisa native of the eity of New 
York, born August 10, 1856, and is the son 
of William T. and Catherine EF. (Whitehead) 
sonniwell. In 1830 he was taken by his. par- 
ents to Milwaukee, Wis., then but an insig- 
nificant village, and he can remember the first 
shovelfal of dirt due on the Chicago, Mil- 
watkee & St. Paul Railroad. The father of 
our subject entered into the realestate busi- 
ness and mereantile trade, and was one of 
the Territorial officers of that part of the 
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country. Ile was a very prominent man in | 1880, but since that time has devoted his at. 


his day and very popular. 

When the subject of this memoir was about 
fourteen years old his father took a contract 
to take a party of twenty men across the 
plains to Sacramento, Cal., and he went with 
them, driving a four-horse spring wagon all 
the way. Ile remained there over a year, 
and while his father was engaged in the con- 
struction of some dams, our subject, after 
working in the gold-fields two weeks, en- 
tered a store at a salary of $250 per month 
and his board. 

Returning to their home, the father and son 
removed to Wisconsin and entered into the 
real estate business together. The latter 
was elected to the Wisconsin Legislature in 
1864 and re-elected in 1865. In 1866 he came 
to this county, and settling at Hutchinson 
entered into the real estate business. Hay- 
ing faith in the country, at the end of two 
weeks he purchased 1,300 acres of land be- 
sides a quantity of village property. In con- 
nection with his other business he, in 1868, 
purchased an interest in the flouring mill. In 
1870 Mr: Bonniwell was elected to the State 
Senate on the democratic ticket by a large 
majority, although the district was largely 
republican. While he wasa member of that 
body the “north and south railway bill’ in 
favor of a road to be built from St. Cloud to 
Mankato, and devoting 77,500 acres of in- 
ternal land to its construction, was passed. 
Having passed both houses, the bill was ve- 
toed by the governor. In 1872 our subject 
ran for clerk of the State Sapreme Court, but 
being a strong democrat he was defeated. 
In 1874 he was again defeated in the race 
for the post of State railroad commissioner, 
as the State is too largely republican for hin 
to overcome it where he is not well known. 
In 1877, the grasshopper year, he went to 
the Black Hills, and on returning that fall 
was elected to the Legislature. In 1878 he 
Was again sent to the Senate, and again in 
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tention to his large landed interests and thy 
welfare of the village. 

Mr. Bonniwell was united in marriage No. 
vember 10, 1858, with Miss Martha Pender. 
gast, and by this union there have been born 
two children—Harlow I1., a graduate of the 
State University and also of the Ann Arbor 
Law School, who is now a practicing attor- 
ney of Hutchinson, and Agnes V. Bonniwell. 


tte SABI 


sentative German farmer of Helen 
township, has his beautiful and cosy home 
on section 34 of that subdivision of McLeod 
county, where he owns a fine farm of 240 
acres of rich and fertile land, besides some 
in Sibley county. The son of Gerhard and 
Margaret (Debning) Jtuschmeier, he first 
drewy the breath of life in the cottage of his 
parents in Germany, December 3, 1820. 
Reared in the land of his birth, he there 
received the education that every child in 
that empire is bound to have, and as he 
grew towards man’s estate followed various 
avocations. In 1861, feeling the impossi-. 
bility of a young man rising beyond a bare 
living in the overcrowded Europe, and with 
a laudable wish to better his condition, he 
emigrated from his home to this land beyond 
the seas, where so many of his countrymen 
have found ease and affluence by the exer- 
cise of the habits of thrift and frugality 
aided by their industry and energy. He 
landed at New York, but made no stay in 
the metropolis, passing through to Chicase, 


Ill.. and from there to the town of Bloom. 


Cae RUSCHMEIER, a repre- 
\O 


Cook county, where he remained engayed in 
agricultural pursuits, part of the time work- 
ing for others and part of the time for him- 
self, for fourteen years. In 1875 he came to 
Minnesota and settled on the place where he 
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now resides, and has made it his home ever 
since. 
Mareh 25, 1865, Mr. Ruschmeier and Miss 


Minnie Mahnke, a native of Germany, and the 
daughter of Johann and Dorre Mabnke, were 
united in the holy bonds of marriage. By 
this union there has been born a family 
of twelve children — Christopher, Frederick, 
Sophia, Mary, Louisa, Emma, Christina, Car- 
rie, Lydia, Ilenry, Anna and Martin. 

Our subject and the family are members 
of the Lutheran church, and are sincere 
workers in the cause of religion. In his 
politics he is a strong adherent to the prin- 
ciples and candidates of the republican party. 
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ANIEL NOBLES, an old settler of this 
county, and one of the influential 
citizens of the town of Sumter, caine to his 
present location in 1859, among the first to 
find homes in the precinct. He is a native 
of Onondaga county, N.Y, and first saw 
the light of day February 20, 1825. His 
father, William B., was born in Massachu- 
setts, but moved to New York in early life. 
The family removed to Chicago in 1833, and 
there the father kept a grocery store some 
two or three years and then went back to 
farming, which was his former calling, in 
Cook county, Ill., and there died in Septem- 
ber, 1837. The mother of our subject, Maria 
(Chase) Nobles, is still living, and is a resi- 
dent of this county. She was eighty-one 
vears of age July 11, 1888. She retains all 
her mental faculties in a remarkable degree ; 
ean see to thread a needle without the aid 
of elasses, and has very good health for one 
of her years. 
‘time for the past thirty-five years with her 
son Daniel. She is the mother of six ehil- 
dren — Daniel, the eldest, of whom this 
sketch is written ; Augustus, deceased ; Jere- 
miah, a notice of whom isto be found in this 


She has spent most of her 
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volume; Jane, the deceased wife of Benja- 
min Cool; Alexander S., a resident of this 
county, and William B., Jr., deceased. 

The subject of this memoir obtained his 
education in the schools of Chicago and the 
district schools of Cook county, and on the 
expiration of the time set apart for the 
acquisition of knowledge, he took up his lite 
work, adopting farming for his vocation, and 
has followed that calling ever since. Febru- 
ary 1, 1865, he enlisted in Company L, T'irst 
Minnesota Heavy Artillery, and served with 
that regiment until it was mustered out of 
the service, in October, 1865. On receiving 
his discharge he returned to the paths of peace 
and has given his attention to agriculture. 
He has held the oftice of postmaster of Sum- 
ter since 1886, and in political matters is a 
democrat. 

Mr. Nobles was married, November 28, 
1852, to Miss Fannie M. Barrett, at Monroe, 
Ashtabula county, Ohio. lis wife 
native of Conneautville, Crawford county, 
Penn., and daughter of L. W. and 
Martha (Wells) Barrett. Her parents were 
natives of Vermont, but came to Pennsylvania 
when young, and when Martha was but a 
child, about 1888, they moved to Ohio, 
where they resided until their death, the 
mother, June 9, 1876, and the father in Feb- 
ruary, 1879. They had been married in Erie 
county, Penn., and the 
of eight children—Fannie M., Amanda M., 
Thomas A., Jasper M., Shepard b., Laura A., 
Solomon D., and Martha E. Shepard ts de- 
ceased . 

Mrs. Nobles received an academie educa- 
tion at Kingsville, Ohio, having had the rudi- 
nents of knowledge instilled into herin the 
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were parents 


schools of Pennsylvaniaand Ohio, previously, 
and has taught some eight terms in. the dis- 
trict schools of Sibley and McLeod counties. 
By their union they have had a family of 
three children, as follows-—Albert  L., who 
married Melissa Clark, is now living in Den- 
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ver, Colo.; _Martha J., wife of F. W. 
Sumner, a resident of Hutchinson, and Ida 
M., wife of Eugene E. Records, of the same 
village. 

In this connection we present a reminis- 
cence written by Mrs. I. M. Nobles, as it is 
a brief but graphic description of some of 
. the “dark days” through which the pioneers 
of this county were obliged to pass. Itis as 
follows: 

“Reader, can you imagine the thrill of 
horror that pervaded every home, when the 
terrible news reached us on the 19th day of 
August, 1862, that the Indians were coming? 
A courier came riding past with all possibie 
speed, bearing the awful tidings. Our chil- 
dren were at school and came running home 
with tears streaming down their faces, cry- 
ing, ‘The Indians are coming! Within 
an hour frem the time the horseman rode by 
we had got a few of the necessaries of life 
together, and. with our families, a yoke of 
oxen and wagon, we started on our journey, 
we knew not whither. We gave a last look 
at our little log home and its surroundings, 
with heavy hearts. We had not realized till 
then how dear our log home was. I had 
even murmured at the thought of being con- 
fined within its four narrow walls; but when 
the time came that we were forced to leave 
it, it became almost a sacred spot. 

“Thave never forgiven the then governor 
of Minnesota for tendering so many of her 
men to the United States service. Minnesota 
was then in its infancy, and but very few men 
were on the frontier, and in my opinion they 
should have been left to protect their fami. 
lies. The Indians knew that many families 
would fall an easy prey to their cruelties. We 
had not recovered from the disaster.of war 
when we were visited by that terrible pest— 
the grasshoppers. When we, that had only 
a few acres of grain, saw the pests devouring 
it we thought it a sore trial. We knew of 
no way to provide bread for our little ones. 
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But the dark days have passed away and the 
State of our adoption is already putting on 
regal airs.” 


\2/\ ORTEN PETER OLESON, an active 

pig yc and energetic farmer living on 
section 10, in the town of Lynn, was born 
in Denmark, March 27, 1848, and is the son 
of Ole Anderson and Anna Maria (Peterson), 
his wife. When our subject was but eleven 
years of age he commenced to earn his own 
living, herding. cattle. As he grew older, 
he sought and found work on the neighbor- 
ing farms and followed the calling of an 
agriculturist there until the year 1867, when 
he immigrated to the United States. He 
came directly to this county, with a brother- 
in-law, who had advanced him the money to 
come here with, and for him he worked the 
first summer, to cancel thedebt. After pass- 
ing the winter in the timber, he went to 
Mankato, and found work in the foundry and 
in the brick yard, but soon gave them up to 
follow farming. He helped to do some of 
the carpenter work on the Mankato Normal! 
School and County bridge, and from there - 
went to St. Croix Falls, Wis., where he took 
a homestead. Three years he remained there 
and then went to Stillwater, and helped to 
put inthe gas works. Thenext year Morten 
came to Lynn township, and after spending 
two years on a rented place, bought the farm 
where he now lives. 

Mr. Oleson and Miss Karen Jonasson were 
married, November 8, 1874, at Hutchinson, 
and they are the parents of six children 
—Andrew P., born August 15, 1875; Mar- 
tin C., born March 10, 1878; Anna M. Kk., 
born September 26, 1880; Sophia J... born 
January 25,1885; Jonas T., born January 
24, 1886, and Emma E., born July 6, 15388. 
Mrs. Oleson is the daughter of Jonas and 
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Kjersten (Christianson) Peterson, and was 
born in Denmark, December 28, 1855. 
Although our subject came to this country 
empty handed, he has by energy and _perse- 
verance gathered around him a nice property. 
The improvements upon his place are of a 


neat and substantial character and the farm. 


is well stocked. 
4 te EB tp 


[=3) OBERT HENRY McCLELLAND, a 
;R leading and prominent attorney of 
the village of Glencoe, was born in Co- 
shocton county, Ohio, February 8, 1844, and 
is the son of Samuel and Jane (Henry) Me- 
Clelland. Both of his parents were natives 
of Pennsylvania, who had removed to Ohio 
after their marriage and settled in Holmes 
county. In 1851 the family moved to Grant 
county, Ind., and in 1856 to Shakopee, Scott 
county, this State. They had come to Min- 
nesota on account of their son John S., who 
had nearly perished by freezing in March 
of that year, as did his companion, Dr. Fred- 
erick N. Ripley, while crossing from Cedar 
City to Forest City in Meeker county. Mr. 
McClelland, more fortunate than his friend, 
whose dead body lay in the snow near where 
Litchfield now stands until spring, still was 
so badly frozen that it was necessary to am- 
putate both of his legs below the knees. 
His father, hearing of the disaster, came to 
Shakopee, where his son was under the 
surgeon’s care. The elder Mr. McClelland 
rame to Glencoe June 11, 1856, and took 
up a claim on section 2, Glencoe township, 
and was one of the earliest settlers of this 
county. Ile remained here until 1861, when 
he sold out and returned to Indiana, where 
he died in 1868. is wife, in 1871, returned 
to this State, and died here in 1874 at the 
residence of her son, John S., in Becker 
county, Minn. 
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tobert IT., 


The subject of this memoir, 


stayed with his parents until the spring of 
1860, when he returned to the old home in 


Wells county, Ind., where he engaged in 
farming. On the breaking out of the late 
war he enlisted in the Twenty-second In- 
diana Infantry, Company A, but being taken 
sick shortly after was discharged. Llowever, 
being one of those * whose faith and truth on 
war's red touchstone rang true metal,” Sep- 
tember 12, 1861, he again enlisted, this time 
in Company A, Thirty-fourth Indiana Infan- 
try. This regiment was attached to the 
Thirteenth Corps, and served with Grant in 
his campaign through Mississippi, at the bat- 
tles of Clinton, Raymond, Jackson,Champion 
Till, Black River Bridge and the siege of 
Vicksburg. After the surrender of the lat- 
ter place the regiment returned to Jackson, 
where they remained some five weeks. At 
Champion Hill the brigade to which it was 
attached suffered a loss of nearly half of 
those present in action. Joining the Nine- 
teenth Corps, the regiment, or most of them, 
veteranized, among them Mr. McClelland. 
After the usual furlough he joined the regi- 
ment at New Orleans, where they were on 
detached duty for over a year, J'rom there 
they went to Brazos Santiago, Tex., to watch 
the course of the Rio Grande Liver, and 
from there to Brownsville, opposite Mata- 
moras, at which place they were mustered 
out, February 3, 1866. 

Mr. McClelland returned to Indiana on re- 
ceiving his discharge, but shortly after went 
to the Iron City Commercial college, at Pitts- 
burgh, and remained one term. Teaching 
school the next winter and running on the 
rulroad was his next occupation, but in the 
summer of 1867 he went to Michigan, where 
he stayed until September, and then came to 
this county and joined his brother, John, 
with whom he remained, teaching school 
that winter in the Koniska district. March 
13, 1868, he married Miss Isabella Johns, of 
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this county, and the next winter taught 
school in the same district, but from there 
went to Minneapolis, where he stayed two 
years. He taught in Watertown five years, 
and while there held the oflice of justice of 
the peace and read Jaw. Ile was admitted 
to the bar April 6, 1874, and the following 
spring opened an office at Howard Lake. 
During the grasshopper troubles of 1876 he 
went to Detroit, but in October opened an 
office at Jordan, Scott county, where he 
stayed until August 19, 1886. In 1881 he 
was elected county attorney, and while there 
he ran for the Legislature but was defeated, 
the county being democratic. Our subject 
is a member of the Masonic fraternity, of 
tHe 4. O. U. W.,-aud-of the G. A. KR. He 
removed to Glencoe, MeLeod county, Minn., 
August 19, 1886, where he opened a law 
office, and where he has ever since been en- 
gaged in the practice of his profession. 
While a resident of the village of Jordan he 
originated the journal known as the Jordan 
Independent, which he edited and published 
for over a year. 
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ON. WILLIAM JOHNSON, a promi- 
f nent, progressive and energetic farmer 
of Sumter township, living on section 12, 
came to this county July 26, 1862, and set- 


tled in) Rich Valley township. Ile 
purchased 120 acres of land at that 
time, on which he resided for about a 


year and a half,and then soid out and bought 
his present farm which then contained 160 
acres. Lle now controls 70+ acres lying on 
sections 12 and 13, of Sumter, and section 
18, of Glencoe township. Ile is largely in- 
terested in stock- raising and in general farm- 
ing, and has met with a mer Nad success. 

Mr. Jolinson is a native of Ilolstein, Ger- 
many, and was born January 5, 1833. Le is 
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the son of Jacob and Mary (arthausen, 
Johnson. The family came to the United 
States in 1854, and lived in Illinois for some 
nine years, and there the mother died. There 
were three children in their family—Henry, 
Peter and William, the latter of whom this 
sketch is written. (Peter died in the amny 
May 14, 1865. 

William preceded his parents in their voy- 
age to the New World, arriving at New 
York May 15, 1853, after spending forty-five 
days at sea, and at once came West and lo- 
cated in Lake county, IIL, on a farm where 
he remained seven years, and then moved to 
McLeod county, Minn. On the dth of Feb- 
ruary, 1865, he enlisted in Company L, First 
Minnesota Heavy Artillery, and after serving 
for ten months, was discharged October 10, 
1865, at Fort Snelling. His service was at 
Chattanooga, Tenn., where a part of the 
regiment was stationed. 

The subject of this personal history was 
married to Miss Augusta Rodgers, a native 
of Germany, who had come from the father- 
land in May, 1854, and the result of their 
union has been five children, of whom the 
following is a record—Charles, born in 1855, 
(married Miss Alvina Milke, and has a family 
of three children—Etta, Lulu and William), | 
and is an extensive farmer of Lake county, 
Ill.; born February 24, 1857, 
(married Miss Inez Walker, and is the parent 
of tive children—Dora, Jessie, Della, Stella 
and Jacob); Louisa, who died pie 1, 1875; 
Llenrietta, died July 12, 1875; and Caroline, 
who died October 22, 1869 Mr. Johnson 
isa democrat in his polities, and was elected 
to the office of town LS67T 


Jacob was 


and 
Lin 
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held the same for ten consecutive vers. 


assessor 


1885 be was chosen to represent this district 
in the State Legislature, and served 
credit and approval for two years in that 
capacity. Ife has as finea place as there ts 
in the township, and it is all due to his own 
energy and the industry of his son who lives 
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with him. He is giving a large share of his 
attention to the raising of Durham, Ilere- 
ford and ILlolstein cattle, and Norman, Shire 
and Clydesdale horses. 
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“os, EORGE E. ALLEN, a member of the 
“ey firm of Allen & Dashner, proprietors 
of the Glencoe Plow Works ,isa native of Es- 
sex, Essex county, N. Y., Gace November 18, 
1852, and is the son of James and Clara 
(Robinson) Allen. Tis father is a native of 
London, England, and made his home in that 
city until he was about seventeen years of 
age, When he came to America. He landed 
at Quebec, Canada, and from there, with an- 
other boy who had crossed the sea with him, 
walked to Essex county, N. Y., where, after 
a Winter spent in a lumber camp, he learned 
the tanner’s trade. The first year he re- 


ceived the munificent salary of S40, he 
boarding and clothing himself—the second 


vear sixty. Finishing his apprenticeship, 
after a short absence, he was made foreman 
of the same tannery, and remained in that 
position for some thirty years. He is now 
living in Wellsboro, in the “Empire State.” 

When the subject of this memoir had 
reached his thirteenth year he commenced 
work in the tannery under his father and was 
employed there off and on for seven years. 
At the age of twenty he was united in mar- 
rage with Miss Alma Turnbull, and that win- 
ter ran a boot and shoe store for his father. 
In the fall of 1873 he went into the blacksmith 
shop of his father-in-law, J. D. Turnbull, and 
remamed with him until the fall of 1876, and in 
this time mastered the trade thoroughly. In 
the spring of 1877 he came to this State and 
located at Minneapolis, where he spent some 
five months and then removed to Wabasha 
county, in which place he lived about a year 
anda half. From there he went to Monte- 
Video, whence, in the latter part of 1880, 


60r 


he to the village of Glencoe. He (a 
up the old trade Of blacksmith, on coming 
here, and continued. in that business until 
February, 1888, when he purchased the in- 
terest of S. G. Martin in the plow works and 
the present firm was formed. They manu- 
facture plows, cultivators, harrows, wagons, 
sleds, and do a general repair business, and, 
being practical mechanics, their work will 
challenge comparison with any. 

Mr. and Mrs. Allen have a family of six 
chikdren—Clayton B., Inwin E., Clara B., 
Walter, Halsey and an infant. 


same 
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Kc ‘HARI ES W. TINKER, M. D:, a practic- 
CN ’ ” } 


ing physician, located at the village of 
Stewart, isason of Albert and Sarah Jane 
(Waters) Tinker, and was bornat Morristown, 
Lamoille county, Vt., May 28, 1856. Tis 
father was a graduate of Casselton Medical 
College, ‘but not liking the practice of the 
profession, devoted his attention to raising 
and dealing in stock. 

The subject of this memoir received an 
academic education in his youth, and at the 
age of nineteen commenced the study of 
medicine with Dr. F. Il. Milliganat Wabasha, 
and attended a full course at the Jefferson 
Medical College, Philadelphia, from which 
institution he was graduated in 1878. Ile then 
returned to Minnesota and commenced prac- 
tice in the city of Wabasha. He remained 
there about a vear and then came to the 
village of Stewart and opened an office and 
entered into practice, in which he has been 
very successful, as he has a large and increas- 
Inge patronage, 

The Doctor was united in marriage June 
10, 1883, with Miss Edith May Senescall, a 
native of Dakota county, this State, born in 
June, 1868, and is the daughter of William 
and Mary Seneseall. 
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The Doctor is a democrat in his politics, 
and has filled the office of town clerk of 
Collins for four years. He is a member of 
the order of Oddfellows and manifests great 
interest in the work of the organization. 
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ILLIAM TEWS, an old setler of 
4: the town of Acoma, came to 
this county in June, 1858, and took up a 
claim in the town where he now lives. Ile 
brought his family with him from Wisconsin, 
coming through by team. 
of Germany, and had come to the United 
355, locating for the time in Wis- 


States in 1855, 
consin, and made his home there until com- 
ing to this place. After making some imn- 
provements on his farm, he there resided 
until the summer of 1862, and during -the 
Indian outbreak of that year went to Hutch- 
inson with his family, and was in that village 
during the assault on the place. He was 
with the Third Regiment of Minnesota In- 
fantry in their western campaigns, his team 
having been impressed into the service for 
transportation duty. Te is the parent of six 
children — Edward, Bertha, Albert F., Ma- 
tilda, Amelia and Ida—the four eldest of 
whom are married and settled. By his en- 
ergy and frugality he has accumulated 
handsome property, and is one of the largest 
land owners in the county, and also one of 
the representative men of the town. 
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AMES V. V. LEWIS, attorney at law, 
resides at Ilutchinson, and is numbered 
among its ost prominent citizens. Heisa 
native of Whitney's Point, N. Y., born July 
1, 1846, and isthe son of John N. and Esther 
(Satterlee) Lewis, both of whom were natives 
of the “ Empire State’ 


> also. 


He is a native 


: 
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back to Hutchinson, 


The father of our subject was a Pre shiv 
terian clergyman, and preached for matey 

ears in his native State, but in 1851 was 
compelled by failing health to abandon the 
ministry. For the purpose of recuperatiny 
his impaired constitution and devoting the 
remainder of his days to farming he removed 
to Madison, Wis., and purchased a tract of 
land on Sun Prairie. The next year, how- 
ever, he went to Lodi, in that State, to or- 
ganize a church, and becoming its pastor 
moved his family thither, and continued 
charge for six years. He made his home in 
that village until called to pass to “that land 
elysian, whose portals we call death,” 
summons coming in the spring of 1883. 

receiving the elements of his education in 
the district schools, James Lewis, in 1866, 
entered Beloit College, where he remained 
for three years, and on leaving that institu- 
tion commenced to read law with Richard 
Lindsay, at Lodi. In December, 1870, he 
was admitted to the bar, and the following 
January came to Minnesota. After visiting 
various places, in June he arrived at Glencoe, , 
and the next day started for Litchfield by 
stage, but on his arrival at that place caine 
and renting an office 
commenced the practice of his profession. 
He has always taken a deep interest in the 
affairs of the community, and has made this 
his home ever since his first setthkement. In 
1875 he was elected to the office of county 
attorney, and held it for two years, relin- 
quishing it to accept the position of judge of 
the probate court. The latter office he filled 
for four terms. When the village was in- 
corporated i in 1881, Mr. Lewis was chosen 
president of the bowie of trustees, and has 
served on that board ever since. He was 2 
member of the school board for six yews, 
and served as one of the directors of the ag- 
ricultural society and as the treasurer of the 
latter. 

Mr. Lewis was united in marriage 
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ary 23, 1874, with Miss Hattie Tracy, a na- 
tive of Vermont. In his political affiliations 
he isin accord with the democratic party, 
having cast his first presidential ballot for 
{lorace Greeley in 1872. Ile is a member of 
the Masonic fraternity and an active worker 
in that order. 
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47 AMES MARSHALL, an energetic and 
©} successful agriculturist of the town of 
Winsted, living on section 9, is a fair example 
of the selfmade men of our day. He isa 
native of Yorkshire, England, born July 5, 
1542, and js the son of John and Mary 
Marshall. lle attended the common day 
schools until he was thirteen years of age 
and from that time attended, twice a week, 
night schools, and by this means obtained a 
-yood education. Early in life he entered a 
cotton mill and was employed as a spinner ; 
later on he became a weaver of cotton goods 
and worked at that trade until 1869, when, 
with a laudable desire to better his fortune, 
he embarked on the steamship, “City of 
London,” and after a pleasant voyage across 
the treacherous Atlantic, landed in New 
York. From there he came directly to 
McLeod county, Minn., and located in the 
town of Winsted. Ile was employed for 
some five years on the construction of the 
St. Paul & Pacific Railroad, after which he 
settled on the farm on section 9, where he 
now lives and where he has resided ever 
since. 

Mr. Marshall was united in marriage, 
November 9, 1861, while in the land of his 
birth, with Miss Mary Nuttall.a native, also, 
of © Fair Albion,” and the daughter of John 
and Nancy Nuttall. The issue of this union 
‘as been ten children, five of whom are living 
—Rosalind, Mary Helena, Ina, John and Ada 


Edith. 
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In his political action our subject is bound 
by no party lines, and usually votes for the 
best men, irrespective of their affiliations. 
He is one of the present board of town 
supervisors and is a most efficient oflicer. In 
religious matters he is connected with the 
Baptist church and tries to square his life by 
the precepts of the Word. The family have 
the esteem and regard of all with whom they 
come in contact and are hospitable in the 
extreme. 


ILLIAM G. BRADLEY, the accom- 
[N/ modating and efficient station 
agent of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 
Railroad Company, at the village of Piato, 
is a native of Columbia county, Wis., born 
January 2, 1857, and is the son of William 
T. and Susan L. (Chilson) Bradley. Tis 
parents were natives of Vermont, where 
the forefathers of our subject have lived 
from its earliest days. The ancestry on the 
father’s side dates back to the originator of 
the family in this country, who came from 
Treland. On his mother’s side, he has in his 
veins the pure blood of the Pilgrim Fathers. 
Some of her ancestors, Scott, by name, were 
of the first who came over in the Mayflower 
and landed in that bleak month of December, 
1620, on the desolate New England coast. 
The parents of our subject came west in 
1835, and settled in Columbia county, Wis. 
In 1866 the family removed to Fort Atkin- 
son, Winneshiek county, Iowa, where Will- 
iam C. resided and went to school uutil 
he was some fifteen vears old. Ile then 
commenced to learn the art of telegraphy 
and bad become an expert by the time he 
was eighteen. The graded school at Fort 
Atkinson being in want of a teacher, he 
took and filled that position most acceptably 
for two years and several others for about 
the same time. Upon the family homestead 
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he spent the next two years, his father being 


indisposed, and he carried on the place. At 
the end of that time he was appointed to his 
present position and has held it ever since. 
He is also the agent of the “.:nerican Express 
Company at this poimt and has been since 
coming here in 1879. 

Mr. Bradley was united in marriage, 
September 15, 1881, with Miss Martha M. 
Berfield, a native of Ohio and the daughter 
of Isaac and Arabella (lildebrand) Dertield. 
By this union there have been born two 
children—Susan and Mabel A. In his polit- 
ical views Mr. B. is a democrat of the most 
solid type, seeing in that party the princi- 
ples that are in accord with his own. 
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OHN LUITEN, the clerk of the district 
court of McLeod county, and a resident 
of Glencoe, was born in Rhenish Prussia, 
February 11, 1849, and is the son of John 
and Gerhardina (Wolters) Luiten. He was 
reared beneath the skies of his native land, 
and received an excellent education in the 
various schools and at Bonn University. He 
graduated from the latter institution and in 
August, 1871, came to the United States 
from Bremen, and landed at New York, 
From the latter he came to this State, and 
for a year was employed in a wholesale dry 
goods house in St. Paul. He then came to 
this county and engaged in keeping store in 
Rich Valley in company with August Mahn, 
and three vears later engaged in farming in 
the town of Rich Valley, and continued to 
till the soil until 1879, when he entered 
upon the duties of the office of clerk of the 
court, to which he had been elected the fall 
before. He has occupied the position ever 
since. 

Mr. Luiten was married May 13, 1876, to 
Miss Mary W. Brandt, a native of Illinois and 
the daughter of Lewis and Mary (Miiller) 
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Brandt. By this marriage they havea family 
of five children—Mary, Gerhardine, Xavier, 
Eleanora and Louisa. 

The subject of. this sketch is a member of 
the Odd Fellows and the United Workmen, 
and an attendant on the services of the Ger 
man Lutheran Church. 


LBERT A. MIELKE, a prominent mein- 
ber of the farming community of the 
town of (South) Hutchinson, living on section 
14, is a native of classic Germany, and was 
born in West Preussen, November 3, 1859. 
In 1863 he was brought to the United States 
by lis parents, John and Caroline (Etrich) 
Mielke. Landing at Quebec in Canada, the 
family came directly through to Minnesota 
and settled in Carver county. There they 
lived for three years and then, preferring the 
richer fertility of McLeod county’s soil, they 
removed hitherand made a permanent settle- 
ment in the town of Sumter. 

The subject of this sketch was reared to 
manhood on the family estate in this county, 
and here received his schooling in the district 
schools. He remained at home, assisting in 
the labors of the farm until November 3, 
1881, when he was unitedin marriage with 
Miss Anna Bautling, and moved to his pres 
ent residence where he has some 100 acres of 
finely tilled land. On this place he has lived 
ever since, and here his two children, Lillie 
and Mary, were born. Lillie was born Sep- 
tember 2, 1882, and Mary was born Novem- 
ber 6, 1883. 

In his polities our subject is a strong and 
steadfast republican, believing that in its 
principles lie the best guarantees for cur 
national existence. Although a young man 
he is already acquiring a tine reputation and 
will, doubtless, come to the front. Helis a 
member of the German Lutheran church, as 
is his wife. 
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John Mielke, the father of Albert <A. 
Mielke, was born in West Prussia, Germany, 
Mav 29, 1818. In 1848 he was married to Caro- 
jina Etrich, who was born in the same part 
of Germany, December 11, 1831. They lived 
in the fatherland for fourteen years after 
their marriage and then came to America, 
landing at Quebec, Canada, later coming to 
the United States and settling in Carver 
county, Minn. ‘Three years later they came 
to McLeod county and settled upon a home- 
stead of 160 acres on section 9 in Sumter 
township. There the father died April 8, 
1SS85, and the widow still occupies the place. 
John Mielke was a republican in politics, and 
asa neighbor and citizen was highly re- 
spected by all. 

Mrs. Albert A. Mielke’s father was Charles 
Bautling. He was born in Mecklenburg, 
Schverin, Germany, March 27, 1825. In 
1853 he married Fredereka Holtz, who was 
born in 1828. Four years after their marriage 
they came to the United States, landing in 
New York and proceeding at once to Chi- 
cago, Ill., where they settled and lived for 
five years. At the expiration of that time 
they came to McLeod county, Minn., and 
located on a homestead of 160 acres on sec- 
tions 14 and 15, in township 116, range 29. 
The family are members of the German 
Lutheran church, and exemplary citizens. 
The father died in 1881. Mrs. Albert A. 
Mielke was born in Chicago, Ill, January 
15, 1859. 

GBI HS | 

OHN O. RICE, one of the leading and 
influential citizens of the town of Lynn, 
and one that has been prominently identi- 
lied with the growth and development of it, 
is a self-made man in the truest sense of the 
word, IIe was born in Trumbull county, 
Ohio, January 12, 1832, and is the son of 
Jacob and Wealthy Ann (Clark) Rice, who 
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were natives of Vermont and Connecticut, 
respectively. Ile was reared upon a farm, 
but was so unfortunate as to lose his father 
when he was but eleven years of age. He 
remained with his mother until her death, 
and upon that sud event taking place he 
traded the fifty acres of land that fell to 
his share for a farm in Ashtabula county, 
the same State, and upon the latter resided 
for some three years. He then made an 
exchange with the Kees brothers for the 
farm in McLeod county that he now owns 
in Lynn, and came to Minnesota in the 
year 1858. The families of the Ilarring- 
tons, Keeses, Rices, Wakefields, Bartletts and 
Hayfords were among the earliest settlers of 
Greene, Trumbull county, Ohio, and they 
had inter-married until they were all related. 

Mr. Rice was united in marriage January 
25, 1855, with Miss Laura M. Smith, in 
Mecca, Trumbull county, Ohio. The lady is 
the daughter of Alanson and Elmira (Dean) 
Smith, and was born April 13, 1836. By 
this union there have been born eleven chil- 
dren, of whom the following is the record— 
Minnie, who was born December 18, 1855; . 
Lura, born January 20, 1858, now Mrs. 
Philip Bonniwell, lives in Dakota; Ralsa C., 
whose birth took place March 24, 1860, was 
burned to death in Scott & Co.’s lumber 
camp, in Brownsville, Dak., March 10, 1884; 
Jennie May was born May 5, 1862, and is 
the wife of David A. Fickling, of this town ; 
Abraham Lincoln and Andrew Johnson, 
twins, were born May 24, 1865, and the 
former died December 14, 1871; Mary E., 
was born July 7, 1867, and is the wife of 
Alva A. Leman, a blacksmith in the village 
of Ilutchinson; Dana A., was born December 
14, 1869; Addie, deceased, was born De- 
cember 10,1871; Frank N., was born March 
6, 1874, and Nellie, whose birth took place 
April 7, 1879. ; 

Mr. Rice has always held an important 
place in this community, and has been called 
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on frequentiy to fill various local offices, 
among which were those of chairman of the 
town Ehoaea: town clerk and justice of the 
peace, in all of which he served with credit 
and distinction. He has a fine farm of 
170 acres of land in excellent cultivation, 
two miles from the village of Hutchinson, 
and the residence and other improvements 
thereon are of a comfortable and substantial 
character. 


ED 


\ LIVER D. HUTCHINSON, druggist, 
and a resident of the village” that 
bears his widely-known name, was born in 
Lynn, Mass., January 15, 1857, and is the 
-son of Asa B. and Elizabeth (Chace) Hutch- 
inson. His father was one of that cele- 
‘brated family of vocal musicians whose 
sones delighted our younger days, and 
whose name was a household word. 

The family was originally from “the 
hills of the old Granite State,” New Hamp- 
shire, and those known to fame as the 
“Hutchinson family ” consisted of John W., 
Asa B., Judson and Abby. For many years 
they traveled throughout the length and 
breadth of the land, and in the British Isles, 
and their concerts were the delight of every- 
body. In 1856 they decided to give up 
traveling, and on looking up a location on 
which to settle, came to McLeod county 
and determined to lay out a village where 
now is located Hutchinsot, and took up 
claims in that vicinity. The village, which 
was surveyed and planted that winter, was 
ealied by them Harmony, but while they 
were absent the inhabitants saw fit to 
change it to the name of the “founders. 
They remained here on their land, making 
some improvements, and then returned to 
the East. In the spring of 1857 they came 
back to the village, with farm utensils and 
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various: locdie otteceee tne material with which to equip a saw-mill, 
which they erected where the present one 
now stands. Judson and John Hutchinson 
remained here long enough to prove up on 
their claims and were Aca of the town 
site company. Asa made his home on his 
farm, devoting his time to its improvement 
in the summer months. The rest of the 
year he spent in traveling and giving those 
concerts that have enshrined the name in 
the hearts of the past generation. At that 
time the family troupe consisted of himself, 
wife, daughter and two sons. In 1873 
Fr od Hutchinson, one of the sons, died here, 
on the family boeaeal: and the following 

ear Mrs. Ifutchinson was called to her 
Ae quite suddenly, while at Rushford, this 
State, while preparing for a concert in aid 
of the State Temperance Union. In 1875 
Asa Hutchinson and his son, Oliver D., went 
East and joined John Hutchinson and his 
son, and others, and traveled through the 
New England States. From this time on 
our subject was engaged in the concert busi- 
ness, with his father, until 1879, when they 
located at Leadville, Colo., where Asa built a 
hotel and residence and lived until 1882, at 
which date the latter returned to his home- 
stead here and died in November, 1884. 

In the meantime Oliver D. had 
East, to New York City, where he formed a 
troupe, under the name of the “ Hutchinson 
Young Folks,” and filled church engage- 
ments in that city and in Brooklyn. Ie had 
commenced his career upon the concert stage 
at the early age of three years and a half, 
and in 1881, wanting to settle down, he 
came back to the family homestead. where 
he was engaged in farming for a year, 
the next year purchased the interest of Isaac 
Kouwe, in the drug business of Ridout «& 
Kouwe, and remained in partnership with 
E. F. Ridout until 1885, when he bought 
out that gentleman, and has since then man- 
aged the business alone. 
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©. D. Hutchinson was united in marriage 
September 10, 1878, with Miss Nelly Drew, 
at Portland, Me. They have three = chil- 
dren - Fred D., Jesse C. and Elizabeth. 
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OHN DUNN, a prominent farmer of the 
“J town of Collins, is the son of Moses and 
Mary (McCauley) Dunn, natives of Pennsy]- 
yania and Treland, respectively, and was 
born in Greene county, Penn., November 
1, 1811. During the last conflict with 
Great Britain, in 1812-15, the father of 
our subject was enrolled among his country’s 
defenders and diedavhile in the service. His 
father, Isaac Dunn, who had served some 
seven years in the Continental army, at the 
time of the struggle for independence, took 
the three children of his son and raised them. 

The subject of this sketch remained with 
-his grandfather, attending school and doing 
what he could, until he had attained the age 
of eighteen years. He then commenced to 
learn the blacksmith’s trade, and followed 
that calling and farming in that locality 
until 1859, when he and his family removed 
to Knox county, Ohio, and there carried on 
the handicraft that was so natural to him, 
and followed his Cyclopean labors for four 
years. Removing to Green county, Wis., 
he still pursued his chosen trade and made 
that part of the country his home until 
1865, when hecame to this county and settled 
on a homestead on section 35, Collins town- 
ship, and entered 120 acres more. Tle has 


since sold the 160 acres to his son and nephew,. 


but still retains the 120. 

Mr. Dunn was married in 1831, to Miss 
Mary Ulum, who died in 1843, while on the 
road from Ohio to Wisconsin, leaving one 
child, Harriet, who was born January 2, 1843, 
and is now the wife of Lewis Dewey, a resi- 
dent of Wisconsin. 
Wis again married, leading to the altar Miss 


September 4, 1845, he 
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Sarah J. Blount. The lady is the daughter 
of William and Nancy (Digmann) Blount, 
and was born in Muskingum county, Ohio, 
in February, 1820. She is the mother of 
seven children— Moses ]3., born April 6, 1857, 
who married Miss Ella Simons, and lives in 
Wisconsin; Monroe, whose birth took place 
April 6, 1854, married Miss Stella Griffin 
and has a pleasant home near his parents ; 
William, born November 7, 1851, and died 
July 17, 1875; Isaiah, born March 14, 18—; 
Mary E., born August 3, 1860; John V., 
born June 22, 1863, and Grant L., born 
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August 24, 1869. 


UBREY M. KNIGHT, the president of 
2x, the McLeod county bank, of Glencoe, 
is a native of Peru, Oxford county, Me., born 
August 8, 1843, and is the son of Nathaniel 
and Columbia A. Knight. IJLis great-grand- 
father, Merrill Knight, came from Massachu- 
setts in an early day, and was the first settler 
in the town of Peru. The grandfather of 
our subject, Adam Knight, and Nathaniel, 
were both born in that town. 

The subject of this biography received the 
elements of his education in the excellent 
common and high schools of his native vil- 


lage, and at the age of fifteen commenced a 
preparatory course at the seminary at Lewis- 
ton, Me., where he remained some four years, 
after which he entered Bates’ college in the 
class of 1863. After two years and a. halt 
spent there, he went to New Albany, Ind., 
where he taught the city school for about a 
year, Returning to Maine. he commenced 
the study of law with Bolster & Richardson, 
at Dixtield. with whom he remained two vers 
and a half, except that during a portion of 


the vear he taught in the high school at 
West Peru. In 1868 Mr. Knight came to 


Minnesota, and for one year was the super- 
intendent of schools at St. Anthony, but the 
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following year came to Glencoe. Here he | their trade of wagon-making. . He was 


taught school for two years, at the same 


reared in the land of his birth and resided 


time reading law with Judge Edson. In 1870 | there until 1854, when, desiring a larger field 


he was appointed postmaster in the village 
and held that office for four vears. In 1871 
he opened a real estate and loan office, and 
this branch of his business has grown to an 
enormous extent. In 1883 he established the 
McLeod county bank with a capital of $50,- 
000, and the same year organized the Farm- 
ers’ Bank at Milbank, Dak. The year previ- 
ous he had opened a loan and real estate 
agency at Aberdeen, Dak., and now has 
branches at Webster and Britton, in that 
Territory, and at Bird Island, Madison, 
Ortonville and Appleton, this State. He is 
also secretary and general manager of the 
Minnesota Mortgage Company, which was 
established in the spring of 1888 with a cap- 
ital stock of $50,000. He owns some 6,000 
acres of land in this State and in Dakota, be- 
sides considerable property in Minneapolis 
and other cities and villages. 

Mr. Knight was united in marriage May 
14, 1869, with Miss Cecelia A. Glover, of 
Hartford; Oxford county, Me, and their 
union has been blessed by the advent of 
two boys. 


th A ne 
é ULIUS MAYER. Among the thrifty sons 
Y of the German tatherland that have 
helped so largely in the development of this 
county, and who have transported the habits 
of frugality and economy from their native 
land to this: New World, is the subject of 
this sketch, who is a farmer residing in Glen- 
coe township. In the beautiful grand duchy 
of Baden he first saw the heht, beneath the 
roof of thecottage of his parents, Navier 
and Maria (Muller) Mayer, August 15, 1830, 
Four generations of his forefathers had 
lived in the same house in which he was born, 
and in the same town they had carried on 


for his labors, he immigrated to the United 
States, landing at New York. From that 
port he went to Monroe, Green county, 
Wis., where he remained engaged in wagon- 
making until May, 1855, at which time he 
came to St. Paul, and after looking over the 
country, went to Prairie du Chien, Wis., and 
shortly afterward opened a blacksmith shop 
in connection with a half-breed, in the vil- 
lage of Winfield. After a few months he 
was taken sick and forsome time was very 
low, and for over a year could do nothing. 
Recovering, he returned to Monroe and 
stayed until coming to this county in the 
spring of 1862. He traded a house and lot 
for his present property, some 175 acres, and 
remained on the farm until driven off by the 
Indians during the outbreak, when he re- 
tired to Hastings and there carried on his 
trade for over a year; then in Red Wing 
another year; then a like period running a 
hotel at Lake City. In the meantime he 
rented a farm and was engaged in its culti- 
vation for two years. Finally he then came 
back to his farm in this county and has lived 
here since. . 

Mr. Mayer was married September 11, 
1856, in Monroe, Wis., to Miss Amelia Bast, 
a native of Prussia, born April 26, 1557, and 
the daughter of Gottlieb and Dorethea Bast. 
By this union there have been born thirteen 
children— Mary, Louisa, Theresa, Paulina, 
Anna, Edward, Julius P., Ida, Susanna, 
Ellen, Rosie, Emma and Bertha. All the 
children are living with the exception of 
Mary, who died in Glencoe. 

Mr. Mayer is one of the revolutionists of 
Baden that made so bold a stroke for the 
liberty of their country in 1848 and 1849, and 
whose efforts shook so many of the thrones 
of Europe. He was one of the students in a 
college there, for he is a man of fine educa 
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tion, and was banded with his fellow  stu- 
dents in their war upon their oppressors. 
ifis father was the customs collector of that 
portion of Baden, and a man of prominence 
and influence. 


tt LEASE ede 


“2 HARLES W. WARD, who is engaged 
y in carrying on general farming and 
stock-raising on section 35, Sumter township, 
came to this county from Forest, Fond du 
Jac county, Wis., in 1869, and took a home- 
stead on section 26, where he made many 
improvements and resided for some eight 
or nine years, and then traded it for the 
place where he now lives. He is a native of 
Genesee county, N. Y., born April 22, 1848, 
and is the son of Elijah and Elizabeth (Pren- 
tice) Ward. His father died while in the 
service during the late war, he having 
enlisted in Company H, Fourteenth Wiscon- 
sin Infantry. He was a blacksmith by trade 
and always followed that calling. The 
mother is now living in Sheboygan county, 
Wis. 

The subject of this memoir received his 
earlier education in the schools of McHenry 
county, Il., and finished in the institutions 
of Fond du Lac county, Wis., the family 
having removed to the latter place. On 
attaining his majority, he came to this part 
of the State of Minnesota and has made 
his home here ever since. He was married 
December 15, 1871, to Miss Gulielma Chase, a 
native of Plymouth, Sheboygan county, Wis., 
and daughter of W.D. Chase and wife, her 
father being a prominent farmer and stock- 
raiser of that county. She was born Feb- 
ruary 18,1855, and came to this county in 
Is65 with her parents. By this union there 
has been born a family of four children who 
bear the names of Ralph, June, Elma and 
Elsie. 


| 
| 
| 


611 


Mr. Ward is a strong and steady adherent 
to the principles of the republican party and 
takes considerable interest in local politics, 
although he has no aspirations for ollice. 
He is a member of the Odd Fellows order 
and rules his conduct toward his fellow men 
by the teaching of that noble organization. 


AURICE D. PENDERGAST, a young 
\ andenterprising farmer of the town 
of Hutchinson, is a resident upon a fine farm 
on section 17, where his father settled in 1866. 
He was born in Strafford county, N. I., in 
1861, and is the son of Solomon and Judith 
(Mathews) Pendergast. 

Solomon Pendergast was one of the ear- 
lest pioneers of this region, making his first 
appearance here April 26, 1856, having 
walked from Carver to Hutchinson through 
the mud, in company with about ten others. 
He did not make a permanent settlement at 
that time, but came with his wifeand daugh- 
ter in Aueust, 1858, and lived nearly two 
years on the hill north of the village, then 
returned to New Hampshire. Four years 
later he came back to this county, took a 
homestead of 160 acres in 17, on 
which he lived till May, 1882, when he with 
his wife went to his daughter’s (lrs. D. S. 
Todds), where he died July 9, 1882. 

Maurice, the subject of this sketch, being the 
youngest of the family, it fell to his lot to take 
care of his father through his years of infirm- 
ity, and at his death to find himself with 
nothing but his hands to run the eighty acres 
left his mother, from whieh the wood and 
timber had been nearly stripped and but ten 
acres under the plow — six of these he 
had cleared. 
which he can run his binder and mowing 
machine. This he has cleared by teaching 
school winters (which he has done nearly 
every winter since he was seventeen) and 


section 


Now he has fifty acres over 


? 


jertoe Vitgis abtabesot chord eid dnd eaidton 


110 


tanatha vhaste bon ¥ ' r )' am ' 
ban ytiaq smilduget odadn & alt oF | wroeenigqo 
Pisilog Isool nb seeriedat @hlarestiinnos coded | to 
exile sol atuitirviqas om eatl od dysodsia | eononiarorny . 1s 
ee os Wek) 


seina. 21cllt-UbO eit Sel tedinnen a. 2 0H ; 
Me. 4 t in piv 7 * a" 


nom volly) aid lowed donate aid zalur bite. 
dolasuyi shen dad te -guiianed oft ed | 


me 


ganny « .T2AORIOKAT. ADIAVA F hae yin (storey no gaiysite mi Bey 
n reer a ho ronal yursitgqaatseg. bine yan itlenos wim’ 26 noilosg Ae 
nied oe 5 ogy soetiet « ai eGenidotwll Yo | eb bao jaa mmol 7 
Heb et bebiine yorltal aid otocke TL noitooe no | eorod a door Tata 208 
mot 4 onc ltatinw# at eted eaew oll viteot sleet of dxadn we 1011998 © 
Ajit bax vesiolod Jo woe oda at dn £020 dilgio omoe wl bebieor basa nay 
* demgehnet (enedtaslt) | odd 10) ti behensokt hae. epee 
“Ti “ti la ano aru lergrohiwe nomolod lo sviian a at oll _eevil won od ri . ‘ 5) 
deh weal gid roigad lt to ewonoig deoil | 228F £8 Inqé mod uf of cate 109 O8Re 
asivad deel se fig. Mod yormmoqys | -no'd) dodasild bas dailt to pox edith 
havo) soaniboowli of 4arie? tad below | edd ni -olidd boib rodsat alll. ne’ ‘ 
itty sad tuecelen eyes Tedajpiicas mt Scam avtd naived od ww ols ond. | 
ii Jitstolioe Jnomancti, we alae por bil ofl | -rooW Mineetsae"l 1 ysnqueD wit 
gush bow oty ant diy enme.ed atit soc) | ober yd diiqrdonld «enw oH yd im 
ow? vhaent hevil bin 20Rl sedunA ni 19) | oT Quillso  dedt bowollol- urls 
nol) pventliy edt Yo sdisen Mil aby my eteoy | (unos aiytodala ni aaivil won et 
enor vet .otidaqemll, we of bewordes ‘ vested 
a dood »2isu0e eit) of doa sum of tonal | eid bevigos1 tiomam aidd Yo do 
mH 71 nollow at soon OM te fimetesnmed | yinelfolé lo eloodos oil) ni noid obs 
tie ot nod 2241 »polt Hit bevit at doidw | edoisutitent -oft-ab hodaina baa , tT 
AL Nf) evotdunch eid ot doew olin aid | vile old IVF octamuo ont ob | Os Ds 
Seal Cyik boiled oodw geliioT  9O son tostel od? of evant 
oil! guied sloyole eds to tonjduaeds sovunlh =| stay aul! 01 gmsno ofl tis tah 
ovet Ot oleldod [ol ai, yhimtsteds loteramoy | 
“NH le ates? aid dpuotids wil eid Foo fein wre 411 . a 
itv Voaihl bait of teh aid ta bag ett, arent ataleilyt) wai 
| at nynnos 
brett Tere, oid chant inert) ronktow eit gol | ted pliw hans 
aot tet bes legis vice dood bed iodiuit | aldom baa 
mb seid) Yor xia nol oft bow goto 
we rok i wai ml wel .bemole bail 
yehwous haw ahyid ehh nin neo od -doidw } 


ben) 4 REE wa ta ‘i 
v es 


er ee en 


ee 
on 

a 
oe 


“pwilqwok gk: hevuaky-end-od sid onidonm | oie 


612 


MeLEOD COUNTY, MINNESOTA. 


working on the farm summers. Being 
obliged tostay with his fatherand mother, he 
had no school advantages except what he 
could get in his own district, No. 44,and a 
term at the Hutchinson high school, so that 
most of his education was aequired at home. 
Solomon Pendergast, the father of Maurice 
D. Pendergast was born in Durham, N. H., 
April 7, 1808, and was the son of Edmund 
and Lydia (Murray) Pendergast, both of 
whom were natives of the “Old Granite 
State.” He was united in marriage May, 
1850, with Miss Judith Mathews, who was, 
also, born in New Hampshire, who bore him 
two children—Lydia M. and Maurice, the sub- 
ject of this sketch. The latter has some 
eighty acres of finely improved land, and is 
an enterprising and progressive farmer anda 
gentleman of much abilitv. He has been 
raised mostly on the farm in this county and 
is thoroughly identified with its growth and 
development. 

Maurice D. Pendergast traces his gen- 
eology on his mother’s side, back through 
seven generations as follows—Maurice D. 
Pendergast, born 1861; Judith Mathews 
Pendergast, born 1828; David Mathews, 
born 1797; Gideon Mathews, Francis Math- 
ews, Francis Mathews, and I'rancis Mathews. 
The name of the last mentioned appears on 
record at Exeter, N. H., as being one of the 
signers of the charter of that place early in 
the sixteenth century. 


EX HARLES A. WOODWARD, M. D., a 
LLY practicing homoeopathic physician of 
Glencoe, came to that place August 15, 1578, 
and opened an office over A. Il. Reed’s store, 
where he remained two years and then 
moved to his present quarters over the Me- 
Leod County Bank. He has rapidly grown 
into a fine practice since his location in the 
village and is adding to it yearly. 

The subject of our sketch was born in 


Danville, Caledonia county, Vt., September 
3, 1858, and is the son of Calvin W. and 
Susan (McCarty) Woodward. His father isa 
native of Worcester, Mass., and his mother of 
Manchester, N. H., and were married in Wor- 
cester, where the father was engaged in the 
practice of medicine until about 1850, when 
they removed toDanville. The elder Doctor 
Woodward died in the latter city, July 16, 
1887. His widow still makes her home there. 
They had a family of six children, the four 
boys all following their father’s profession. 
Their names are—Arthur P., now of Pendle- 
ton, Oreg.; Charles A., the subject of this 
memoir; George E., of Morrisville, Vt, and 
Ellsworth C., at Danville, the same State. The 
daughters are Mrs. Jennie V. Solomon, who 
makes her home in the last named town, 
and Mrs. Wells, who livesin North Danville. 

Charles A. remained at home and studied 
with his father until 1876 and succeeded in 
erounding himself in his chosen profession 
most solidly. He then matriculated at the 
Boston university, located at Boston, Mass., 


from which he was graduated in April, 
1878. On receiving his diploma he started 
for the great west, having decided to 


take the advice of “the sage of Chappaqua” 
and seek in this section a new field for his 
labors. On his arrival in Minnesota, he 
visited at Cannon Falls, Rice county, with 
his brother, and remained there all summer. 
In the fall he came to Glencoe and estab- 
lished his business and has made this his 
home ever since and is throughly identified 
with its interests and welfare. 

Doctor Woodward and Miss Louisa J. fit- 
ting pledged their mutual faith atthe mar- 
riage altar October 17, 1883. The lady is the 
daughter of Bernhard and Trudie Fitting, 
who were among the earliest settlers of 
Minneapolis. The home of the Doctor and 
his estimable wife has been brightened by 
the advent of one child, a daughter—Coera 
delle, born May 2, 1887. 
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AMES S. McCARTY, an old pioneer of 

this State, and a prosperous and prom- 
inent agriculturist of the town of Collins, 
living on section 80, came to Minnesota in 
j857, and located in Dakota county. Le 
was employed at farm labor the most of the 
time there until 1860, when he returned to 
his home in Virginia to visit his parents, Sam- 
uel and Phoebe (Moore) McCarty, he having 
been born in the*Old Dominion,” in Poeahon- 
tascounty, November 27,1837. He remained 
there visiting amid the familiar scenes of his 
childhood, where he had spent the first eight- 
een years of his life previous to going to 
Ohio, whence he moved to this State. 
While East, March 17, 1861, he was united 
in marriage with Miss Mary P. Hatten, a na- 
tive of Jackson, Jackson county, Ohio, and 
an adopted daughter of Thomas and Ruth 
Ilatten, and with his young bride returned 
to Minnesota. Renting a farm in Dakota 
county, they soon set up housekeeping, and 
there made their home until 1866, when he 
moved to Collins, this county, and bought 
out the claim to a homestead that had been 
made by a soldier who had been driven off 
by the Indians and whose wife would not 
return. Before he received his patent for his 
land his right was contested by the railroad, 
and after many trials and much expense he 
was finally successful in establishing his title. 
He had many hardships to endure in those 
early days here, and he and his wife were 
called on to put up with a great degree of 
privation and want. Tle was poor at the 
time, and there was but little to be had even if 
he had money, and as flour was $20 per barrel 
wind scarce at that, they suffered often for 
that prime necessity. He tells many inci- 
dents of his troubles in packing shorts, their 
only substitute for flour, miles through the 
snow or mud. The first winter he lived 
liere their cabin had no glass in the windows, 
us they had no money to buy any, and they’ 
Were compelled to nail boards across the 
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openings to keep out the wind and snow. 
They managed to live somehow, but it was 
hard work to keep warm. By constant in- 
dustry and by the exercise of good business 
tact, however, Mr. McCarty has succeeded in 
accumulating a nice property; has a neat 
frame cottage, and one of the best planted 
eroves in the town, all the result of his own 
efforts. 

February 14, 1869, Mrs. McCarty was 
taken from this world by death, leaving three 
children—Harry, born January 8, 1862, who 
married Miss Olive Reed, and lives in Ren- 
ville county; Rachel, born December 31, 
18638, who died October 8, 1879, and George, 
born August 29, 1866. On the 6th of May, 
1871, Mr. McCarty contracted a second mat- 
rimonial alliance, this time with Miss Melissa 
D. Overly, a native of Jackson county, Ohio, 
and daughter of Philip and Sarah Overly. 
By this union they have had five children— 
Cora L., born October 16, 1872; Leora R. 
and Zoe A., twins, born April 5, 1875; Hay- 
ward, born September 30, 1877, and Victor 
A., born February 8, 1879, and cied March 
6th, the same year. 

In 1862 Mr. McCarty was living in the 
town of Waterford, Dakota county, Minn., 
at the time of the Indian outbreak. The In- 
dians being reported near at hand, his family 
became so alarmed that they all left home 
and went to a neighbor's, about five miles 
distant, so as to be banded together for mu- 
tual protection. They were only absent from 
their residence three days, but during that 
time the house was broken open and all of 
their household goods and provisions were 
stolen. 
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2T=°HOMAS T. SARGENT, whois engaged 
incarrying on the real estate business 
in the village of Ilutchinson, is one of the 
early settlers of that place. He is a mative 
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of Wood county, W. Va.,*born near Parkers- 
burg, August 22, 1828, and is the son of 
Henry E. and Mary E. (Steele) Sargent. 
His father, who was also a native of that 
State, was a soldier in the War of 1812,and 
owned a farm near Parkersburg, where he 
spent the greater portion of his life, and died 
at the age of eighty-two years, in Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

The subject of this memoir was the cighth 
son in a family of eleven children, and re- 
mained at home on the farm until he had at- 
tained his twentieth year. Leaving home he 
commenced steamboating on the Ohio river, 
and continued in that employment for some 
fifteen years. In April, 1864, he started for 
Minnesota, and after spending a few months 
in St. Paul, came westward in search of a 
location to suit him. He found what he 
wanted in this county, and took upa claim in 
the town of Hutchinson, and in its improve- 
ment spent some five years. Selling a part 
of the farm, he then moved to the village of 
Hutchinson, where he has since made his 
home. 

In November, 1873, Mr. Sargent was 
elected judge of the probate court of the 
county, and being re-elected in 1875, held that 
office for four years. The first of the year 
1878 he became postmaster of Hutchinson, 
and filled that position most satisfactorily 
until April, 1886. It is said of him that 
while he held this office, not a mail was 
received, made up, or a money order made 
up but what he was there to give it his per- 
sonal attention, and that with the exception 
of Sunday; he was never off the town site 
during the eight vears. In 1886 he formed 
a partnership with L. P. Harrington, for 
the transaction of real estate business, and 
continues in that line to the present time. 
He has always taken a deep interest in 
the affairs of the town and township, and 
has repeatedly been honored by the bestowal 
upon him of the various local oflices. He is 


a member of the Masonic fraternity, having 
joined the order at Catlettsburg, Ky., in 1856, 
and of the Odd Fellows. Tle and his family 
are members of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, and are zealous Christian people. 

In all educational matters Mr. Sargent 
takes an active and prominent part, and has 
served on the school board at different times 
and is a member of that body at the present 
writing. He was united in marriage at 
Louisa, Ky., in February, 1854, with Miss 
Rachel A. Myers, and they have a family of 
three children living—Jettie, Mary and Lulu. 
One son, Henry W., died at the age of six 
years. 


6 &*HEODORE BIEHOFER, of Glencoe 
Je township, where he carried on farm- 
ing operations for years, is a native of the 
grand duchy of Baden, Germany, and first 
saw the light August 28,1811. His parents, 
Jacob and Catherine (Biehofer) Biehofer, 
were also born in that beautiful and pictur- 
esque portion of the fatherland, and gave 
their son the advantages of a good common 
school education. In search of the fortune 
denied him in the land of his birth, Theodore 
embarked, May 1, 1832, for the New World, 
and after being at sea some seven weeks, 
landed at New York. Ie at once went to 
Buffalo, in that State, and there made his 
residence for ten vears. At the expiration 
of that time he came to Minnesota and for 
two years made his home there. Going to 
Carver county he was there engaged in 
agricultural pursuits at the time of the Indian 
outbreak. Ile and others 
commence threshing when they heard the 
news, and dropping work, they all went to 
Young Americato seeabout it. They learned 
that there were no Indians at Glencoe, and 
‘that the soldiers had gone west to meet the 
savages and so they returned to their labors 
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In 1863 he came to this county and settled | Mr. Arnold was born in Dummerston, 


on atract of eighty acres on section 8, to 
which he has added, from time to time, until 
he had some 140 acres of fine land, which he 
vave to his son, David, with whom he now 
lives. 

Mr. Biehofer was married October 15, 
1845, to Miss Catherine Bowman, anative of 
Germany and the daughter of Morten Bow- 
man, and by this union had a family of ten 
children, who bear the following names— 
Helen, John, Catherine, Charles, Theodore, 
Josephine, Francis, David, Edward and 
Henry. The two last were twins, who died 
in Carver county. Both he and his wife are 
members of the Catholic church and in 
polities he is a republican. 

Davin Birvorrr, the son of Theodore 
Biehofer, who now owns the family home- 
stead, was born upon the place where he 
now lives, September 7, 1867, and has resided 
there all his life. He was educated in the 
schools of this county, and is a young man 
of more than ordinary ability. He is in 
politics a democrat, and takes considerable 
interest in all local affairs. The improve- 
ments upon the place are of an excellent 
character, and the whole farm shows by its 
hieh state of culture that its owner and 
operator thoroughly understands the busi- 
ness. 


* 


*212°HOMAS C. ARNOLD, of the town of 
Sumter, came to MeLeod county in 
October, 1866, and took a homestead on sec- 
tion +. where he lived for thirteen years and 


then moved to an eiehty-acre tract which 
he lad taken as an additional homestead on 


oy 
oder, 


section upon which he now resides and 
carries on farming. In addition to his other 
business, he has built some forty-eight pile 
wagon bridges in this and the counties of 


Renville and Sibley. 


Windham county, Vt., July 23, 1829, and is 
the son of Thomas and Emily (Butterfield) 
Arnold. IJlis parents were also natives of 
the “Green Mountain State,” and came to 
Sheboygan county, Wis., in 1845 and settled 
in the town of Plymouth. In that place 
the father died May 10, 1854, and the 
mother, in December, 1861. The 
was a carpenter and bridge builder and a 
Universalist in his religious belief, and the 
mother was a Methodist. The brothers and 
sisters of our subject, seven in number, bore 
the following names—George F., Ellen, 
Charles H., John W., Jerusha S., Emily, 
Juennette and James W. 

The subject of this history was reared and 
educated in the schools in his native viilage, 
and at the age of sixteen engaged in a saw- 
mill and in carpentering with his father and 
followed that trade in Wisconsin 
coming West until August 21, 1862, when 
he enlisted in Company B, Twenty seventh 
Wisconsin Infantry, and with that gallant 
regiment participated in the siege of Vicks- 
burg, the battle of Jenkins Ferry, Prairie D. 
Ann, the Red River expedition and the capt- 
ure gf Spanish Fort and Mobile. Ile was 
discharged September 28, 1865, at Browns- 
ville, Tex. He returned to his home in the 
“Badger State,’ where he remained until 
1866, when he came to McLeod county, Minn. 

Mr. Arnold was inarried September 26, 
1850, to Miss Sarah 8S. Chase, the daughter 
of Leonard and Jane (Dell) Chase, and 
a native of New York State. Her parents 
were from New Jersey and«New York 


former 


after 


respectively, and came to this county in 
1866 and here died. the father in March, 
1883, and the mother in May, 1884.0 They 
were members of the Society of Friends, and 
had a family of five children— William D., 
Charity M., Sarah $., Gulielma and Mary A. 
Mrs. Arnold received her education in 
Wayne county, N. Y. 
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By their union Mr. and Mrs. Arnold have 
had a family of ten children, as follows— 
Millard W., who was born August 4, 1851, 
married Miss Alice Patterson, and is now an 
engineer at Brownton; William, born April 
1, 1853, a carpenter and bridge-builder in 
Todd county, who married Miss Katie 
Baker ; Albert, born April 12, 1855, married 
Miss Annie M. Lee, and lives in Minneapolis ; 
Janett, born May 4, 1857, the wife of W. S. 
Taylor, of Garfield county, Colo.; Clara, born 
December 30, 1859, now Mrs. James A. Kerr, 
of Milbank, Dak.; Laura, born January 
22, 1866, is a teacher of high reputation; 
Cora, born July 24, 1868, also a teacher; 
James, born May 13, 1870; Celia, born 
March 26, 1873; and Isabella, born June 4, 
1859 and died September 6, 1860. For the 
ten years from 1868to 1878 Mr. Arnold held 
the office of chairman of the town board in 
Penn township, and from 1880 to 1887 he 
occupied the same position in Sumter. In 
1871 he was elected county commissioner 
and held that office for two years, and again 
in 1882 commenced another term of three 
years. He is one of the leading citizens in 
the portion of the county in which he lives. 


+ 
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ee RANCIS XAVIER KOHLER, the present 
So sheriff of McLeod county, was born in 
Hennepin county, Minn., April 5, 1857, and 
is the son of Sebastian and Hannah (Bow- 
master) Kohler. His fathey was born in 
Baden, Germany, January 19, 1832, and 
came to America in 1850, landing at Boston, 


Mass., where he learned the harness-:making 
trade and lived until 1854. Ile then came 
West, landing at St. Paul, this State, May 1st, 
of that year, where for a year or two he 
worked at his trade. While there he was 
married to Miss Hannah DBowmaster, who 
was born in Baden, January 20, 1839, and 


who had been brought to this country by her 
parents when she was but eighteen months 
old, and was reared in the city of Boston, 
and from there came to Minnesota in 1854. 
After their marriage they removed to the 
pre-emption claim Mr. Kohler had made in 
the heavy timber of Hennepin county, and 
there the subject of our sketch was born. 
They resided there for ten years, and then 
the family removed to Carver county, where 
the parents of Sheriff Kohler now reside. 
Sebastian Kohler had a family of eight chil- 
dren—Francis X., Anthony (deceased), Dena, 


| Albert, Christian, Emma, Sebastian 3B. and 


Delorus. 

The subject of this sketch received his 
schooling in the county of his birth, and 
learned the trade of harness-making at home 
with his father. At the age of fourteen he 
started out in life for himself, and followed 
that line of business in Litchfield, Minne- 
apolis, St. Paul and Glencoe until he was of 
age. On attaining his majority he rented a 
farm in Carver county, and followed agri- 
culture for a year. October 29,1879, he and 
Miss Lena Brandt, of Glencoe, were united. 
in marriage, and removed to Swift county, 
this State, where he opened a harness shop 
and also dealt in agricultural implements. 
He carried on this business until 1883, but 
in the fall of that year caine to Glencoe, and 
took up the insurance business. Ile became 
deputy clerk of the court, and remained in 
that position until the fall of 1884, when he 
was elected to the office of sheriff. He was 
re-elected to the same official position in 1856, 
and is the present incumbent. 
eaged in carrying on the agricultural imp!e- 
ment trade at the same time, and is meeting 
In his politieal views he coin- 
cides with the demoeratic party, and cast his 
first ballot for W.S. Ilancock,in 1880. He is 
a member of the Masonie fraternity, and has 
held various oflices in both the Blue Lodge 
and Chapter. 
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with suceess, 


soil “di \cltione adi of ne ’ ; -isontl Ba 
uitinort ‘aolitgia snd yee 2 asdhe 
oral to yio olf ai | 
24at ni eioxnnilt ot « 
a(t? of hovorme 

ni sham bat sl 

bra .7inigo save 


vend a io wom 
ih en a 
: a vrnod ody 
tod ann dotoda wo Yo todlda oft wrott 
nod? bre eno, Ha) 0 ated habia vod 
* god ,qiaees se) of bovonra Yinud of) | 2 .W Yo otiw edt eer + yalk mod 
tobeiaort - Weise widow Med? Yo elaowy ads : wtod brit ;JoloD vrtanos blatia® to, 
lids ttpis to dite) 4 bad aided Huidemlod | sto A eomnl wd wont N63 OB 198d 
. 
i 
. 
. 


sitaA mb inten tin iil 


| prise alt! i ot Me 


otk (boenoosh) ook .Z eiadett—anb | yauual ied eee ; ta “lau 
hus A isitends? gust padielidD pModlAéA | ; coiistuqa git’ To" dorkonos K 
warele(l | ;roilonod a cele 98h Be yiol wed 
ei, beviawyt slotede viii lo seypelive sit mod file) ;OTeL BF -yelh wad cis “a0 
bia witid zid Yo VANES ot ati winiteoudne A enal mod ‘sllodnal bore 8T20 ; . Gal 
ono Sn gridninexscvul loohest-adt howmal | silt to% .008y Psodenqed bel ‘bow OBE 
ol oatiwot lo sus eld tA sordid oil tim | Med bloat AM @Ter oF s0st niott eteo% goth 
bavallol bis Measnid 16) Si ivf qwo betas | ot bisod awot edi To natrinds 10 sottowdass | 
gustlé .bleitdesid pi weaved) to sail jada | od TA2T oF O8EE mont bas qidenves ‘@ 
lo saw od litaw coal’ bus Iyatl 2 2ikoqe | ol totam? wi noitived ears Sdo belqanee 
p bases od Winojau el gnitistte 10 4p | sortoizeintos ‘yinwoo betésls aaw ol 1 
i terecllot bas visa sere) of urn | aisge bon soy ows ebpolto Malet 
baw od 278! 08 tedojoO .1a9y # Wl intl | 96d to mvt ‘eihions’ bebstigmearsa acer 
betiau sto goonalt) to jbnatl woot aeilf | ai anoxitio gaibaet ort potency et 
ppavoo Jtind od bevourt bas egeirmer ot | aovil ed doidw nb ee ae 
qode xeomrtad a benaqo od vtodw oteie vids | —- 
amomelqui Isotlusirgn ni ilesh oats ban 
we 228 Tita ekoniand eid em brig oh | 
ints sconol®) oF onus sa97 july Vo Tal alt ei. | 
bined oll aeortiaud oxumueny od} qe doe} nesawny ad AZ 
ti beatin bag sinos. silt Yo disls yiuyab ~ ah riod aay 723i 
of aod 44245 to dint od! lidqu nolsigog Sold | baa Jae! 2 lingAé 21 
seu tl News to oaitio sift of bolools aaw | troll) damned tad 
HEI ui nopivog Lnivilto satue odso) batools-at | al ted ene fh sen : 
tools ai oll .inodataoni Inseotq edt bi Daw | 
anegith Wawiluores odi no yitiyrim at lageg 
wihioaer et hie omid onus od) tn olursd Jdout 
dice dil Raw dysitiloy sid al eevooia dain 
evil Newt fren ery aiturooiyal off dyin eabis 
lla er 


McLEOD COUNTY, MINNESOTA. 


RS) IDERICH BERGMAN, a member of 
the general merchandise firm of Hene- 


man & Bergman, of the village of Plato, and 
one of the leading men in the community, is 
a native of Prussian Germany, and first saw 
the light April 24,1858. Ile was brought 
to the United States by his parents, Henry 
and Gertrude Bergman, in 1861, when he 
was but three years of age. The family 
landed at New York, but made no stay in 
that great city. They were bound for the 
West and came directly to this State, and on 
their arrival in Carver county, the father 
purchased a farm in the town of Benton, of 
160 acres, and commenced its tillage. 

The subject of this memo ‘r remained at 
home upon the paternal estate, spending his 
time in acquiring a good education and assist- 
ing his father in the labors upon the farm 
until he reached the years of one-and-twenty. 
On attaining his majority he went to Nobles 
county, this State, and located on a home- 
stead on which he filed his claim. Three 
years of his life were passed upon his place, 
and then, trading farms with his father, he 
returned to Carver county, and for two 
seasons tilled the soil of the old homestead. 
In the spring of 1884 he came to the village 
of Plato and entered into partnership with 
II. J. Heneman in the sale of general mer- 
chandise, and still carries on the business. 
Their stock, which is full and complete, is 
well selected, and will invoice over $5,000. 

Mr. Bergman was married May 4, 1879, to 
Miss Emma Bernfield, a native of Waconia, 
Carver county, Minn., and the daughter of 
John and Anna Bernfield. The issue of this 
union has been three children—Dertha, Ger- 
trude and William. In his polities our sub- 
ject is entirely independent of party lines. 
Ile belongs to the German Reformed church, 
and isan honorable, upright, Christian g@en- 
tleman and a business man of ability. The 
firmof which he is a member has won for 
itself an enviable record for sterling integ- 
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rity and fair dealing that is rapidly gaining 
them friends. 
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Gs 2s AMUEL WILBUR WHITE, a prominent 
Sand prosperous farmer of Bergen 
township, is an early settler of the county. 
He was born in Tyngsboro, Mass., in 1837, 
and is the son of Samuel and Laura (Byam) 
White. When he was but four and a half 
years old he came with his parents to Illinois, 
where he grew to manhood, ani there re- 
ceived his education in the common schools. 
His years were spent in assisting his father 
in the necessary labors on the parental farm, 
His parents removed to Minnesota in 1860, 
arriving here on the 27th of June, and he 
came with them. They settled at Lake 
Addie, now Brownton, where they all lived 
at the time of the Indian outbreak, in the 
summer of 1862. In company with others, 
one of whom was a preacher, our subject 
rode to Forest City on horseback, as guard 
to George C. Whitcomb, the treasurer of 
Meeker county, who was returning to his 
home from St. Paul. On his arrival there 
he joined the company of home guards raised 
there and served with them until after the 
attack on the stockade at that village. Com- 
ing to Ifutchinson with the men wounded 
at that time, he there learned of the massacre 
of his family while in the seminary. Ie then 
enlisted in the Third Minnesota Battery, 
commanded by Captain Jones, and was 
mustered in in Mareh, 1863. Ue served 
throughout the entire campaign in the North- 
west against the savages, and was mustered 
out of the service in February, 1866, at Fort 
Snelling. 

Returning to this county, he was employed 
for ten years in the American Hotel at Glen- 


coe. In 1882 he was united in marriage 
with Miss Joanna C. Johnson. He then 
turned his attention to agriculture, and 


o 


‘ +f 


sain vlbiqur. anaes 


nl » hen sect dad eral. wo lV oti dW ) old "102 epee a ae | 


ine ys Me 
“se oes 


- by ? $i'- o~ "we ° 


dooming «2 TN RUB SUMMA 
Hoywtl ty oseieh avetayaeny ban 
ginnoo od) Yo ahtigs yPiao nn, ai xpidenwos 
TEAL ai we omagua’t wi aried 2en ell 
(isavil) arog bie loge Yo noe ods ai bre 


od amie 106) ni nore 
licasl ofT wage to eae 
nh vate oaetperl tid tie Boe 


zion lt ot etootny bub diiw ow od bto ee, 
11 ered koe hoodrat of wert Sil sroilw. | sodtat ods “Einn09 batm-e 
Alonise nommnms oft wilveitanly sil bevise | te .,odsetl Jo med oda. a 
sedint aia witivelnan Mi ‘Snoqa ew eine all . ognlliy esi hoses bar , 
ava) lateoapod) no wiodsl yuseewon od ni | 18 beninerst Gouront eid Yo 
Set at odie, om hevews «iawn eH . gid wailnaege inten Lrarra tase, nord 
of doe onel jo (172 add go ete paivirw | seizes baw noitnon be boeg. 

odgl 3 bolin od? aid? din oreo | crud ott notype modal eden volta 

; 


no baste sili ony 


hovil Me quds aywke swdavenA wou wibbA | -Uine'nt-baw-oito to etagy ond lodeset & 
ort mi angela cietval ml} © orid ol! ig nuldoZ oF insu _od witsotgar 
wlio daw Vapi at SH2T lo tonsea | mod # a0 fsinol bue outa eid? - 
Jwoilue mo aviloowigq 2 eee doulw Iv ono | soulT visto aid hel od dolly Fi 
Srisny 26 lomlaewul wo GH) deoxo'l oF obor | only sid ogee hoaang arent sil aid ' 
lo wivenot off stool 2 egiost) oF | ad odant ail aby are amevaes 

aul oj painter enw ow ,cinwoo yeleol | ond 101 Daa pehiwos seve lot 
wi levine vic GO, toned 12 word ontod | beoteamod blo ode Do-liveiods bultis ia 
beclirt elisa sitar Jo yamine 903 beaioj od | opulfiv od of sures off £4681 To 


—— 


r 
ld son fidan sends diiw beri ber orada | daiwa qideisating, ply meted se zy 
- ane) corsyusticg taal) dn obstvote alts dontte | gat lansuxg Yo oisa ond ni wasnol.b.. “ 


bolicurow wom old diva noanidoda tt i) UO | eroniand edi tno esiviao Mita hes ont 
rv sieanit of to lousiesl ovoid of ortid tmrld ig ot psiolT 
Alt oll .yusninioa arly ai alithys yficeeal ail Wo) , 
rmdir aioeonoild. baidT al) ni beteilne< 
eve ing gonol, nistqge vd hebnameos: _diiagon W Yo avisan By 
bovive oll 8081 who ab wi borden ib 
-ltiZ ont ni gine. otiias old suolguonts 
bervatagen ene bea Arye Ol) Tenieyy deo) ee) mules 
fol de BL gianni siv102 511 10 wo | dee eo. 


.gaillen?, —<_ od vo 


ty 
iE , 
BEE 


Bhat sar Kisco ittt phil "| s 00 eto} wa reared = 


ialatoll gasiwouth of4 ni emo 198 s0t | tie. oats " | 
ai batian xen 904 se af Mcbhe Prbsnge Dek y 
at ey ie ee a Roan icy racine te Pepe eorr ee ~ 


& .O anal. exit ty 
of noltnotn sid b 


618 


rented a farm on which to carry on Be cases has tuivy eke labors, 
For several years he continued to lease land, 
but in 1884 he purchased his present farm, 
on section 18, Bergen tow ae which con- 
tains some sixty- fire acres. On this he has 
made his home ever since. 

Mrs. White, who is a daughter of Christian 
and Anna C, (Nielson) Johanna, is the mother 
of three children — Laura Sophia, born March 
30, 1883, and died Aucust 27, 1884; William 
Rneeatie born Matih: 16, 1886, ae Clarence 
Julius Oscar, born ren 16, 1887. Mr. 
White is a republican in ace He and 
his wife are members of the Lutheran church. 
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AMES A. WILSON, one of the prominent 

and enterprising farmers of Hutchinson 
township, is a native Minnesotian, born in 
Scott county, September 9, 1855, and is the 
son of John and Eliza (Adair) Wilson, natives 
of the North of Ireland and Scotland, respect- 
ively. His father, a fine specimen of that 
noble race, the Scotch-Irish, a people of 
excellent habits and irreproachable morals, 
came to the United States in 1852 and 
settled at Galena, Jo Daviess county, IIL, 
where he lived some two years. From there 
he removed to Scott county, this.State, and 
in 1871 to McLeod county. On coming 
here, he purchased a farm on section 18, 
where he died December 18, 1879. 

The subject of this sketch was reared in 
the county of his birth and received the 
elements of an excellent education in its 
schools, He came with his parents to this 
county and here lived with them until he 
was nineteen years’ of age, at which time 
be went to Pierce county, Wis., and for 
four years operated a threshing machine. 
From there he returned to Scott county, 
this State, and was engaged in teaming for 
the lime kiln for over a year, and then came 
back to his home and has since made his 
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| home here. At the time of his father’s 
death the estate was divided by the sale of 
the real property and James purchased it, 
and has lived on it and tilled the soil from 
that time to this. He is also engaged in 
running a threshing machine in the proper 
season. 

Mr. Wilson was married to Miss Alice 
May Wilson November 25, 1879, and they 
are the happy parents of four children— 
Amanda E., Minnie E., Oscar G. and Arthur 
V. The Congregational church has their 
preference, and our subject always votes the 
republican ticket. 


age ory 


Vo ILLIAM HINRICHS, the proprietor 

\f of the Glencoe House, in the village 
of that name, is a native of che German Em- 
pire. He was born in Hanover, April 19, 
1854, and is the son of Henry and Maggie 
Hinrichs, who were both natives of the same 
country. He was reared and educated amid 
the beautiful and picturesque scenery of the 
Fatherland, and there made his home until he 
had attained his twenty-third year, when he 
determined to seek in the New World the 
chance to rise, in a financial sense, denied 
him in the land of his birth. Taking passage 
in a steamer from the port of Bremen, he 
crossed the stormy Atlantic, Tebruary, 
and landed in New York. While in the lat- 
ter city he had his pocket-book stolen from 
him containing all his money, some $90, and 
the address of an uncle in Minnesota, whom 
he was going to see. The poor young man 
knew not what todo—a stranger in a strange 
land without money or friends. 
on the steamer, a countryman, 
kindly loaned him $34 to get him to Minne- 
apolis, and on his arrival in that city he fell 
in with the editor of the Pioneer Press, who 
advertised for the aforesaid uncle, and a few 
days later he heard from the relative, and 
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came to this county, where the latter was 
living. 

On his arrival, our subject hired out to do 
farm work, and at the same time bought 120 
acres of wild land. During that season he 
broke up some forty acres on his place and 
the next year put up.a log cabin and began 
the cultivation of the soil. 
there until 1885, when he traded the farm for 
the original Glencoe House, one of the first 
hotels erected in the village, and the follow- 
ing year rebuilt it at an expense of $3,200. 
Ile was married July 19, 1880, to Miss 
Jertha Reckow, and they have a family of 
three children—Ida, Freddie and Willie. 


BI re 


ELS ALGREN, one of the leading 
: Scandinavian farmers of the town of 
Lynn, is the son of Pehr and Christine 
(Nelson) Algren and was born in Horby, 
Sweden, October 1, 1844. He grew up 
beneath the roof of the farm house of his 
parents and received the education that is 
the right of every Swedish youth. At the 
age of fifteen he began to learn the trade of 
blacksmith and followed that trade in that 
Northern Jand until 1868. Being deter- 
mined to seek in the free America the fortune 
that eluded him in the country of his birth, 
he emigrated to the United States in that 
year and came straight through to Minnesota. 
After a brief stay in St. Paul, he went to 
Le Sueur, and there for five vears plied his 
trade. While a resident of that village 
he wedded Miss Mary Olson, the daughter 
of Ole and Mary Olson, who was born in 
Skjold, Denmark, March 7, 1847, and had 
come to this country and lived in the town 
of Lynn. After his marriage our subject 
took a homestead of eighty acres of land on 
section 32 in Lynn and commenced its 
inprovement. He has now a fine frame 
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house, good barn, granary and other out- 
buildings and 160 acres of excellent land, 
well stocked. He landed in St. Paul with 
but 310 in his possession, but by industry 
and economy he has accumulated a nice 
property, and is in excellent shape financially. 
MWe had the usual experience in the vrass- 
hopper years, but he soon recovered from the 
embarrassments of those times. 

Mr. and Mrs. Algren are the parents of 
six children, as follows—Mary, born Febru- 
ary 25, 1874, and died September 2, 1874; 
Anna, born April 6, 1875; Maria, born Jan- 
uary 26, 1878; Oleva, born July 18, 1882, 
and died February 38, 1884; Alfred, born 
November 19, 1883, and Earnest, born July 
29, 1886, and died September 22,1886. The 
family are members of the Swedish Lutheran 
church. Jn politics Mr. Algren is a repub- 
lican, and has held the offices of constable, 
road overseer, school director and clerk of 
the school board. 


tee ROSS, a sturdy representa- 
po) 


tive of the sterling yeomanry of 
Albion that have made her that Empire that 
she is, isa resident of the town of Hutchinson, 
living on section 19, in the north half of that 
subdivision. He was born in Manchester, 
England, April 12, 1840, and is the son of 
Samuel and Ann (Eyre) Ross. In 1848 the 
family left their native land and came to the 
United States, and after a short stay in New 
York, settled in Chicago, Ill, where they 
remained until 1856. Coming to Minnesota, 
the father took a claim in McLeod county, 
and erecting a log cabin, early in the follow- 
ing year, left his thyee sons, Denjamin, 
Charles and Edwin, in it, and worked at his 
trade of carpentering. In the winter months 
he would return here and thus, for several 
seasons, he held the claim. Taking up his 
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residence bere the family resided on the farm 
until the Indian outbreak in 1862, when they 
removed to Ifutchinson, for safety. The 
morning of the attack on that village our 
subject, his father, and Messrs. Fallon and 
Gosnell went out to the farm of Samuel 
Ross to look after the stock, and after they 
had been there a short time heard the firing 
and saw the smoke from the burning build- 
ings. They at once retraced their steps, 
but on nearing the village saw a number of 
their savage foes sitting on a fence watching 
the stockade. They retreated undiscovered 
and made a bee-line for Watertown and Car- 
ver. Arriving at the latter place, they found 
that a part of the Third Regiment had left 
there for thescene of hostilities the same day, 
so they started and overtook them on the road. 

After their safe arrival at Hutchinson the 
subject of our sketch went to St. Paul and 
entered the employ of the Government as 
dispatch bearer, and continued in that posi- 
tion for soine three years. Atthe expiration 
of that time he returned to this county and 
settled upon the farm, where he remained 
until April, 1871, when he visited the land 
of his birth, remaining there until December, 
18738, when he was called home by the death 
of his mother and the sudden illness of his 
father. Here his father died June 29, 1883, 
one of the county’s most respected and 
esteemed citizens. 

Jenjamin Ross and Miss Minnie Perry 
were united in marriage, September 14, 1875, 
but the lady only lived until August 17, 1876, 
when she was called away by death, leaving 
one child, Minnie A. After the death of his 
wife Mr. Ross sold the old homestead and 
moved into Ilutchinson, and two years later 
purchased the place where he now lives. 
April 1, 1880, Mr. Ross was again married, 
this time to Miss Emergene Strong, who 
became the mother of one child that died in 
infancy. Our subject has a very fine place 
of some 227 acresof excellent Jand, and his 
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improvements are of a superior character. 
In his politics he is entirely independent of 
party lines, voting for the best men and the 
best measures. 


| Ea SOICE, a prominent and 
prosperous farmer of the town of 
Glencoe, has his home on section 10, where 
he has lived since 1876. His  birth-place 
was the sunny land of Baden, Germany, and 
he first saw the light April 10, 1825. His 
parents, Wilhelm and Rachel (Brigmann), 
were natives of that portion of the Father- 
land, and came to this country in 1836, 
bringing him with them. The family set- 
tled in Stark county, Ohio, where the father 
was engaged in farming on a small scale 
until his death, which occurred in January, 
184-4. | 
The subject of this sketch was called upon 
to work out at an early age, on account of 
the ill health of the father, and from the 
time he was fourteen years old he contrib- 
uted to the support of the family prior to 
his marriage. He enlisted as a volunteer in 
the late Mexican War at the age of twenty- 
two years, two years prior to: his marriage. 
This latter happy event took place Noy- 
ember 30, 1849, at which time he led to 
the nuptial altar Miss Dorothy Manuel, the 
daughter. of Daniel and Catherine (Rem- 
mele) Manuel, and who was born August 3, 
1831. The same year he and his young 
wife moved to Marshall county, Ind., where 
he was one of the earhest settlers, and 
purchased a farm. Ile remained in that 
locality until 1856, when, on account of the 
ill health of his children, he removed to 
Minnesota and bought forty acres of land 
within a mile of Chaska and commenced its 
clearing and improvement. To this he 
added from time to time until he had a fine 
farm of 120 acres. 
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During the time of the Indian outbreak 
in 1862, he and his team were pressed into 
the service to carry provisions, etc.,.to the 
forts and columns of troops, and he thus 
had the finest span of horses in Carver 
county ruined. Ife was engaged in goyern- 
ment transportation work all that fall, but 
growing tired of it, he and some sixteen 
others started for home. During the period 
of his service he was one of the parties that | 
was sent to bury the dead at Birch Cooley, 
and to find the wounded and save other 
citizens, and was also at Mankato at the 
time of the hanging of the Indians. 

Mr. Soice has four eclildren Perea 
born in Indiana-in 1851, now engaged 
farming in Chaska; JXatie, born in ae 
in 1857, married John Grimm, a farmer near 
Glencoe; Caroline, born at Chaska July 7, 
1863, married Frank Brandt and now in 
Tacoma, W. T., engaged in millinery busi- 
ness, and Willie, born at Chaska October 17, 
1859, now at home assisting 
carrying on the farm. 

Mr. oe lives within two miles of Glen- 
coe on the Glencoe and Hutchinson road on 
his farm of -202 acres, which is one of the 
finest improved farms in the county. He 
not only raises grain, but also fruit and 
stock. Our subject is a member of the 
German Evangelical Lutheran chureh in 
Glencoe, and is highly respected in the cou- 
munity in which he lives. 


his father in 


ILL IAM P. NEWCOMB, one of the 
/ “brave boys in blue” that are en- 
gaved in tilling the soil in the town of Sum- 
ter, has his pleasant home on section 23, 
Where he has one of the largest and most 
viluable farms in the town, Ife has some 
500 acres of very fine land, and carries 
general farming and stock-ratsing. 


On. 


| 
| 


Mr. Newcomb traces his, lineage back 
through one of the most distinguished colo- 
nial famili ies, his mother being a direct de- 
scendant of Governor sradford, who came 
to this country in the famous “ Mayflower. 

Our subject was born in Trumbull county, 
Ohio, April 17, 1839, and is the son of John 
and Ellezanna (Bradford) Neweomb, natives 
of New Jersey and Ohio, respectively. His 
father was a carpente vr by trade, and died in 
1846, when our subject was yeta child. The 
mother is still living. The parents had a 
family of seven children, of whom William 
was the youngest. The to 
| McLeod county, istinne in 1858, when he was 
but eighteen years of age, and Jocated in 
Sumter township. Two years later he left 
here and went to Vicksburg, Miss., and was 
there three months, chopping cordwood. 
From there he went to La Salle county, Il, 
and while there, August 9, 1862, enlisted in 
Company D, One Ilundred and Fourth [li- 
nois Infantry, and participated in some nine 
pitched battles and numerous skirmishes. 
The engagements were those at Hartsville, 
Elk River, Franklin, Bailey’s Cross Roads, 
Pigeon Mountain, Chickamauga, 
Mountain, Resaca, Kenesaw Mountain and 
Buzzard’s Roost. We was wounded in the 
shoulder at IKenesaw, and spent some six or 
eight months in the hospitals, 


latter came 


Lookout 


Ile was mus- 
tered out and discharged at Keokuk, 
July lv, 1865, and returned to the walks of 
peace. The same year he came to McLeod 
county and settled where he now lives. All 
the improvements upon his place are due to 
his energy and industry, as this was in a 
state of nature when he located on it. 


Mr. 


Towa, 


Newcomb was umted in marriage, 
January 17, 1874, with Miss Jennie Wanne- 
maker, who was bornin Grant county, Wis., 
May 16, 1853, and isthe daughter of Samuel 
and Maria (ail) Wannemaker. Ler parents 
are natives of Trumbull county, Olio, and 
England, respectively, and are living in Wis- 
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consin, on a farm. She is the eldest in a 
family of five children, and received a most 
excellent education in the schools of Craw- 
ford county, Wis.., and in the high school at 
Boscobel, in that State. She is the mother 
of four children, as follows — Emery L., 
Pearl E., Wesley and Myrle. Mr. New- 
comb is a republican in his political faith, 
and a warm supporter of that party. Ile is 
a member of the order of Odd Fellows. 
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ENRY WADSWORTH, the leading 
dealer in heayy and shelf hardware, 
farm implements, paper, lime, brick, sash, 

doors, etc., and one of the most enterpr ising 
merchants in the village of Glencoe, is a 
native of New Haven, Conn., anda represent- 
ative of one of the old Puritan families. of 
New England. His parents, Henry 8. and 
Louisa (Hubbard) Wadsworth, were the de- 
scendants of progenitors ane came to the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1632, and the 
following year removed with Mr. Hooker to 
the Connecticut Valley and there helped 
found a colony that was the first in that 
lovely spot. 

One of the historical characters who were 
among the ancestors of the subject of our 
sketch was the Colonel Wadsworth who hid 
the charter of the Connecticut colony in the 
tree known afterward as the Charter Oak, 
in 1689, and who would not let Governor 
Fletcher address the militia of which he was 
the commander. The family is one of the 
oldest in New England and number many 
other historical characters among its mem- 
bers. 

The paternal grandfather of our subject, 
Samuel Wadsworth, was a banker and broker 
in the city of New Haven, where the father 
of Henry was born. IJlis maternal grand- 
father, Abijah Hubbard, was a native of 
Middleton, Conn.,mmd there his daughter, 
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Louisa, the mother of him of whom we write, 
was born. The father of the gentleman 
whose name heads this personal history, was 
for a time in the banking business with his 
father, but later he entered into some specu- 
lations that necessitated his traveling as far 
west as Ohio, and on one of these trips he 
was taken sick with typhoid fever, 
came home only to die. 

Henry Wadsworth remained at a boarding 
school until he was some fourteen years. of 
age, enjoying unusual educational facilities, 
supplementing the curriculum of the scliools 
with some three years in a high gerade 
academy in his native city. At the early 
age of fourteen he was thrown upon his 
own resources, and since that time has fought 
the battle of life unaided. For three years 
he worked during the summers and attended 
the academy in the winter months. At the 
age of seventeen he commenced an apprentice- 
ship at the silver-plating trade and served 
until he was twenty-one years old. After a 
year anda half spent -at this as a journey- 
man, his health failing, he gave it up, and, 
having a taste for study, he entered a prepar- 
atory academy with the intention of pursu- 
ing his investigations in a higher scientific 
field, but in the spring of 1854 came West 
on a prospecting tour. Tle traveled over a 
part of lowa and Nebraska, and purchased 
a tract of land in Cass county, Iowa. Travel- 
ing up the Missouri river as far as the Sioux, 
he inet a party going East, with whom he re- 
turned to Keokuk, Iowa. Making a trip to 
St. Louis, he there engaged at his trade for 
six months, and 


and 


then as clerk and book- 
keeper for about a year, Returning to lis 
native State in 1855, he followed trace 
at Iamden, until 1859, when he bought out 
a plating establishment, in New Ilaven, 
and carried it on until the fall of 1860, wien 
he gave itup. Fora year he was engaged 
in the manufacture of army equipments 2 
Hartford, and then was appointed inspector 
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of pistols at the Whitneyville factory, and 
held that post until 1864. From that time 
until 1870 he wasengaged at patternanaking 
but in the latter year he came to Glencoe, 
and bought out a'stock of hardware. Since 
then he has been one of the most active 
business men of the place and the heaviest 
dealer in his line. Ue was the first mayor 
of the village and has held the same office 
several times since, and has served on the 
board of education. 

Mr. Wadsworth was married in Wilbra- 
ham, Mass., in November, 1858, to Miss 
Fidelia M. Gilbert, and they have 
blessed with a family of five children, four 
of whom are lving—Jesse A., Henry I., 
Emina F., and Merrick F. Mr. Wadsworth 
was a member of two historical societies and 
one association of a similar character in the 
East, and is one of the directors of the bank 
of Glencoe. 


been 


OBERT CALLIHAN, an old settler of 

aN the county, living in the town of 
Bergen, on section 1, was born in Clarion 
county, Penn., March 8, 1834, and is the 
son of John and Lydia Callihan. He 
was early inducted into the science of hard 
work upon the farm and served a full appren- 
ticeship to agricultural pursuits. Ile grew 
to man’s estate and learned the trade of 
boat builder at which he worked for about a 
year after his marriage. This happy event 
occured October 11, 1855, at whieh he wed- 
ded Miss Nanev K. Piper. In the fall of 
[S56 they came to Minnesota, and located 


on the claim belonging to his brother, on 
t 
in Company K, Second Mennesota Infantry, 
February 15, 1863. Tle proceeded to the 
front and was an active participant in the 
front ranks on that hot day in September, 
i563, when that heroic regiment made them- 


section 


While living there he enlisted | | 


selves immortal by their determined bravery 
on the bloody field of Chickamauga. He 
/ was with them all through the campaigns in 
_and around Chattanooga and in the contests 
| at Missionary Ridge, Kenesaw and the 
| battles around Atlanta. Sweeping down 
with Sherman to the sea, he wasin the ser- 
vice until the close of hostilities and received 
his discharge in 1865. 

At the time of the Indian outbreak in 1862 
he remained at his place part of the time, and 
during the attack on ITutelinson could hear 
the sound of the guns. Ile then took his 
family to Carver, but two months later they 
returned and while he was in the service his 
family lived on his homestead and held his 
claim. This piece of land is the one he is 
living on now. 

During his term of service he was guard 
over his brother, who was engaged in the 
Jonfederate service and that brother's own 
son was in the corps that captured him. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Callihan are the parents of. 
| eight children — Lemuel Ik.. born August 
| 25, 1856, died May 22, 1871; James W., born 
| December 11, 1858, died October 18, 1874; 
| John B., born September 11, 1862; Allen JL., 

born February 12, 1867; Emma E., born 

May 38, 1868, died November 18, 1874: an 

infant that died unnamed, born April 22, 

1s71, died April 26; Lindly R., born October 

13, 1873; and Rebecca A., born Mareh 28, 
| 1877. 
| Mrs. Callihan’s grandmother had quite 
an experience in her day. During the dark 
| days of the Revolutionary War her people 
were living upon the frontier, and one day 
they were all gathered in the fort; her father 


| 
| 
} 
| 
} 
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sent her and her brother to their house for 
| some apples for the children, The children 
| hearing the dog barking and running around, 
made for the fort, knowing that there were 
| Indians around. There not being enough 
| fruit the children were sent back but were 
| discovered by a British officer and an Indian. 
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They were soon overtaken and the boy was 
murdered by the Englishman and scalped. 
The girl, Ellen Smith, who was but eight 
years of age, Was taken by the savage to ‘his 
home and gees she was kept for ten years 
She was taken from her captors by force, as 
they would not give her up, nor was she 
anxious to leave her squaw mother. 
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REDERICK PRIEVE, an _ industrious 
and thrifty resident of the town of 
Acoma, is engaged in carrying on agricul- 
tural pursuits on section 1, and is a fair speci- 
men of the quiet, sober and economical peo- 
ple from the German Fatherland that have 

brought from the land of their birth the hab- 
its that have enriched them in this country 
of high promise. Ile was born in Germany, 
March 13, 1845, and is the son of William 
and Wilhelmina (Butzke) Prieve, and was 
reared beneath the roof of his parents until 
some twenty-five years had rolled over his 
head. Jn 1870, seeing the impossibility of his 
ever rising above a lowly condition in his 
native land, he emigrated to the free shores 
of America in search of his fortune. Le lo- 
cated at first in Dodge county, Wis., where 
he was employed at farm labor for four 
months, and then moved to Michigan. In 
the latter place he worked in the saw mills 
some four years, and then came to this coun- 
_ty and settled in Acoma. Ile bought a farm 
on the same section on which he now lives, 

but being a stranger to the customs of the 
land, was cheated, as the farm was mort- 
gaged, and he lost it. Ile then removed to 
his present place, where he has some 156 


acres of Jand, all of which was covered with 
timber when he bought it, except a little 
piece of ten acres. He has cleared up a third 
of it, and has otherwise improved the place. 
Mr. Prieve was married September 1, 1871, 
to Miss Augusta Pagel, a native of Pomern, 
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and the daughter of Philip and Frederic Ke 
Pagel, and they have afamily of nine chil- 
dren, of whom the following is the reeord— 
Bertha was born in May, 1878, and died in 
July, the same year; bvidas was born June 
24,1874; Herman was born February 18 
1876; Anna was born December 29, 1S77: 
Bertha was born April 4, 1879; Robert's 
birth took place May 5, 1851; Wilhelmina 
was born July 18, 1883; Pauline was born 
September 12 1886: and Louisa was born 
August 4, 1887. The family are members of 
the Lutheran chureh, and in his politics our 
subject is a republican. Ile has held the 
office of road overseer in the town. 
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ON. WARREN. J. IVES, 
dairy commissioner, is a resident 
village of Ifutchinson, having made 


the 
appearance at that place in the spring 
1871. 
the mereantile business of C. K. Goodnow, 
and the firm then formed has existed ever 


of 
He at once purchased an interest in 


since. He went to the Black Iills, Dakota, 
in 1875, and instituted their butter trade 
there, which has grown to mannnoth pro- 
portions, they shipping as high as 200,000 
pounds of butter there in a single year, be- 
sides eges and poultry. In 1883, he was 
largely instrumental in the institution of the 
Hassan Valley creamery, at this place, and 
has had charge of it ever since. In the win- 
ter of 1885-6, by his efforts and others a 
company was formed to build a railroad to 
connect with the St. Louis road at Young 
America and had the line surveved, but the 
matter brought on considerable strife among 
the railroad companies, and the final result 
was that the Manitoba company constructed 
a line from Minneapolis to Hutchinson, and 
the Milwaukee company built their line from 
Glencoe to this place, thereby giving Hutch- 
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inson the best shipping facilities of any point 
in the county. 

Mr. Ives was born at Dickinson, Frank- 
lin county, N. Y., February 22, 1838, and 
is the son of Warren and Louisa (Ladd) 
Ives. His father was an attorney in that 
place and he made his home beneath the 
home roof until he was about fourteen years 
of age, at which time he went to live with 
Dr. G. Sprague, with whom. he remained 
some five vears, attending school and read- 
ing medicine, but at the end of that period, 
not liking the profession, he abandoned it 
and followed carpentering. 

August 10, 1862, Mr. Ives enlisted in Com- 
pany G, One Ifundred and Sixth New York 
Infantry, and went with the regiment 
to New Creek, Va., where they remained 
ten months, guarding the B. & O. RR. 
They then were transferred to the army of 
the Potomac, and he participated in every 
engagement fought by that portion of the 
Federal forces, from Gettysburg, July, 
1863, until the battle of Cold Harbor. In 
the sanguinary conflict at the latter place, 
our subject received a severe wound, a minie 
ball penetrating his chest and passing clear 
through, and this confined him to the hospi- 
tal for six months, and he being disabled, 
left the service, resigning lis commission of 
First Lieutenant, he having gained that rank 
by gallant and meritorious conduct, having 
entered the service a private. 

On receiving his discharge he came West 
and for six vears was engaged in manufact- 
uring staves and barrel headings, at Red 
Wine, Minn., after which he came to 
Hutchinson. Ile hasalways taken an active 
part in the affairs of the town and village 
and has served as president of the village 
board several times. In 1850, he was elected 
as the representative froin this district in the 
State Legislature, and was one of the board 
of managers in the impeachment trial of 
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to this position in 1881, and filled it with 
credit to himself and to the satisfaction of 
his constituents. In January, 1887, he re- 
ceived the appointinent of State dairy com- 
missioner, which office he is filling at the 
present writing. Before he had been in this 
position three months he had driven oleo- 
margarine from this State and had estab- 
lished the system of milk inspection in the 
cities. 

Mr. Ives: was united in marriage July 4, 
1859, with Miss Maria L. Goodnow, and 
they are the parerits of six children—Ella F., 
Fred W., Helen B., Matt. C. G., Genevive, 
and Violet May. 

The Ives family are descended from one 
of three brothers who came from England 
many years ago, who settled in New York. 
The father of our subject went to Franklin 
county, in that State, in 1882,and was one 
of the first settlers there. Ie cut the first 
tree on the town site of Dickinson, for it 
was a timber country,and built a saw mill 
there and went into the Jumbering business, 
but left it for the practice of law. The 
mother of our subject was a native of New- 
bury, Vt. 


R“eX OLONEL RUDOLPH VON BORGERS- 
aS RODE. Probably there is no man in 
MeLeod county that has had so many ups 
and downs in life or had such a varied 
experience as the subject of this memoir, 
whose name heads it. Born of a noble 
family in Torgau, Saxony, Germany, May 
26, 1810, he is the son of General Rudolph 
von Borgersrode and Emma (von Reeder) 
his wife. Ilis father, like all of the fwmily, 
was a prominent army officer and was killed 
at the head of his command during the 
Pelish revolution in 1830, 

The subject of our sketch was reared at 


Judge E. St. Julien Cox, Ile was re-elected ! the patrimonial castle of Zwethau, until he 
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Was seven years of age and then was sent to 
Torgau to school. When ten veurs old, he 
was transferred to the military academy at 
Potsdam, Prussia, from which he was eradu- 
ated in 1829 and, after examination, com- 
missioned lieutenant ina regiment of hussars 
or light cavalry. He remained in that posi- 
tion and in that of captain, to which he was 
promoted in 1847, until, during the uprising 
of the people in 1848, that shook the throne 
of Prussia and nearly all the others in Europe, 
he espoused the side of the revolutionists 
and when the movement was crushed by 
the iron hand of military despotisin, von 
GBorgersrode fled to Schleswig-Holstein and 
there assisted the people to throw off the 
hated Danish yoke, under von der Tann 
During the conflict at Koptrup he was 
wounded and taken prisoner and sent to 


Copenhagen. After recovering his health 
and freedom, having a warm love for the 


principles of liberty, he went to Baden, in 
1849, and assisted the people there in their 
effort to throw off their yoke under Muros- 
lofsky and the famous Tranz Sigel. Failing 
here our hero fled into Switzerland, and from 
thence to the United States, arriving at New 
York January 1, 1850. 

Our subject was emploved in surveying 
and in horse training until 1854, in that part 
of the country, and then came to Minnesota 
and settled in Shakopee, Scott county, 
where for two years he carried on surveying 
and a hotel. In 1856 he removed to this 
county and located in the town of Winsted 
and engaged in farming, but a year later 
moved to Meeker county. There he, fol- 
lowed surveying and opened up a farm. 
He resided there until September, 1561, 
when he enlisted under Captain J. C. Edson, 
in Company B, Fourth Minnesota Infantry, 
and was elected Heutenant. In April, 1862, 
the government, appreciating the merit of 
our subject, connissioned him colonel of the 
Fifth Minnesota Infantry, which he com- 
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manded until badly wounded at the battle 
of Corinth, in 1862, from which he has never 
recovered and for the injuries received he is in 
receipt of a pension. Ile resigned his com- 
mand and returned home. 

ry. 5 

Two vears rolled by while he was recover. 
ing his shattered health and he then took his 


family to Philadelphia, and leaving thein 
there went to California. Receivine’ the 


appointment of military architect, he was 
sent to Montana and, during bis two years 
of service, built Fort Shaw. In 1868 he 
returned his family to this county and set- 
tled in Winsted and resided here for twelve 
years. In 1880 he removed to Otter Tail 
county, and there was engaged in farming 
for six years, after which he went to dake 
and was in the mercantile business a short 
time. In the fall of 1887 -he took up his 
residence in the village of Winsted, where 
he is living at the present. 

The Colonel was married, October 16, 
1849, in Switzerland, to Miss Caroline Ilunt 
a native of Baden, and the daughter of 
Charles and Catherine (Beck) Hunt. - By this 
union they have had five children—Charles, 
Otto, Rudolph, Emima, deceased; Emil, 
deceased; and Emima, deceased. 


township, has a fine farm lying on sections 
1, 11 and 12and onhis magnificent property 
of 420 acres has made his home since 
1867, at which time he came to this county 
and settled. He isone of the older residents 
and a representative manof the county, In the 
County Tipperary, Ireland, | a> 
cember 28, 1824, and his parents were Jiatues 
and Bridyet Rvan. The outlook 
ive, energetic man in that downtrodden Jand 
being qnite gloomy, at an early age, in Tsoe, 
le bade farewell to the home of his fore- 
fathers and crossed to the New 
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ATRICK RYAN, whois engaged in stock- 


ri using and PEene ral farming’ in Sumter 


he 


he was born, 


for an act- 


the sea 


nee "i p obauon wth ine ' vedas ae. 
f 


ofan 
ws ae ew oul dointr invert gota i abivin) Yo od jbo puicg vo) 
“abt ‘oil Lovivoot eohuiaiods tol bmelenevosot | ta vystvobaon 1d 
ait fenrgiags a noiwion as iyieost | -bbety enw oil: anes wile curt ptrtnl 
is guint Luria aet bie beet moe ,sobbsnitinne, sone, ban s af t 


unee Ww wee ott glide vd holley ae owT 


euveenil jo Inonnrgert x ul tamil be pase 
) foot stot? of bra dined bensatnls eid pai | eo tad ni Doesrtianeteeed oll ee > 
pty prvi ne aes amg T af ‘viinest | anw od-doidveo) aulmtigne Yop doy ai ban oid af, 

ae yuivioest “lew? at sew ow | anivinqa odd gaiwh dijnn Ther) ni hosomony oe 
enn vi Averidotas eto hitenr To teteteienrtyn suirade oiit toode and? 2447 of olqooq oil! 3@ is 


igs yet wat: ait sgerteptls bistns mennell, oF dio ANPOT. U ai xrodiea ould Has, yh pou biye sige tL lo... = 

git aie i) in nll aod dd .otrvre lo ateinodulovet odd to wlia old iwenoqad. od a 

alee sid yeruey wid? of vital cit bearer) at body anv inetigvoi ole madly bia Ane 

 gelews aut ent hiatbviners feta) be i wp hell ~ aay el hog ovat th till lo taftsi “i, arti ould * 
Nat 1008) 078 bavomes of RT ul gay bua nigteloll-givealilst 03 Leaf ‘ohowngolL 

$ - syrvieeetnt- at Wy MEER eae vit lath seit | odd ’ » woul) oF shay joo ile tx Neizan unl) 

ollahl’ ot dnon of tloihw cote eure ce tel) aw sob Moy Fi ais odor plain otad 

Pelle a aconiend sliminotont si lun ane od queniqod in rion ad? pain 

= vil qe Aowd yi. T2RT Yo. thet oat al wit! o¢ tied btn Wioary inoigd b. Lebiiowe. - 

enter beteni Vf i ulliv conte? Mi. centolne dithwed and BUITSFOOT' | "9 iA Al nagainggage: ee ‘ 

1, oa Jjneeriry. ot tn sin it ‘rol gto won a Bill vi inohogn hae a 


Jr +edotsO -berriail av inntahe - gb wwohbsll oF ttew od esol os ccolepinniney > ao 
-. Jan LD onitoraD vail of Jushossrer | deed an oreda akpoorp sds beicieen hata ~~ ae 
Vs yo totilyons \) oil? han, rrehatl yo wy i mul, tebin askey is gilt Tio wold od frofte 
pe ad ail “null (Avail) suinodia) bra eiinl | gailint  fopi@e-xawrhs eHonent oid bap wheel - 
Minas Wl )—reiblido ovit fot oambvads eetun port bao be atrostin4 omtt doll. crabsao sted. , oo 
dine 1 sbeenmweoh sued ,dylobsit oO | wed io yuiritse eons hovint gltoteonedy 
ieee vr" moma bas ;heassesb Ger | i visual > Tc ae 
W, Nes RR ysivevina ti boxolqaty pire joojdue Oe 7 
F etry | peg tnt ob bGeD Lites wusiatinnd s sw aida 
dhoteni bogeys ciddy MAYA AOWITAG TT — steesnnill of onino ned linn spanes odetio 


nso it yisicorrd Using Lith aitiaint- } CF ituod rsp sal, in halivon 
ehtesi Iei9% Ko ¥ yore anal sof a and apn wie , quivers no betriae ol pune and wh ovite 
* ue inooit nyo 2 ino bos el haa Th.) adt of hevemem oi. OEE i (giodd. mM 18 
wit pattin staresl ed obnm +ad al eon OSF Jo | began Yo sewed, odd ai Lotaol Leni > 
allt posal oF otino 4d anid doidhw je 004E | walel sey a aid Erp ae nib a) go | “ 
ans risobhly old te onoaioll Leltioe bas’) 40 ad wilt Tes nisslva 
womanly Loren oiiniiemender nt Lae wend, Tt froinnyo han 

cen “oil Sutnkernd rnc: ait vinne? | LORE helene hits: ca foe 
dancrnay tl ban AeSL .<S eal ese) | osha 1 see eae | 
and wih Mast doubt fin  pettaral in wit fey 
+ i asses oisangrotta ov Sve here o's — «Siey ley 


gt ‘ating untind | to 
mt obi I 


World, in search of a new home and 
freedom, He landed in the province of New 


Brunswick, and was employed for ten years 


there in lumbering and farming. From 
there he went to Maine and followed the 
Jumbering business on the Penobscot river. 
Seven years of his life were spent there and 
then he caine to Minnesota. He located at 
St. Paul. He was engaged in the same em- 
ployment in that place for thirteen vears, 
after which he came to McLeod county. 
Here he has given his attention to graded 
cattle, Clydesdale and Norman horses and 
has prospered in a financial sense and can 
justly claim that he has been the entire 
architect of his own handsome fortune 

Mr. Ryan was married at Bangor, Me., 
September 13, 1854, to Miss Elizabeth Rob- 
erts,anative of the “ Emerald Iste” who had 
come to this country with her parents when 
she was some ten vears of age. She is the 
daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth Roberts, 
both of whom are deceased. By this union 
there have been born twelve children as fol- 
lows—James, Joseph, Bridget, Mary, Sarah, 
Julia, Anna, Lucy, Maggie, Patrick F., 
Andrew D., and Stephen A. Bridget, Mrs. 
John Dolan, lives in Dakota; Mary, the wife 
of ©. W. Mckinney, is also in that Terri- 
tory; Anna is in Ohio, teaching school; 
The latter is a graduate of the Rochester Col- 
lege, and a fine scholar. Two others of the 
virls are teachers and have an excellent repu- 
tation for their ability. Mr. Ryan is one 
of the present directors of school district 
No. 4. WIe is an independent in  pofitics 
and he and his family are meinbers of the 
Roman Catholic church. 
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“*T ONAS PETERSON, one of the prosper- 
. ous farmers of the town of Lynn, is a 


native of Demmark, born August 22, 1828, 
aud is the son of Peterand Karen Christen- 
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sen. Ile was reared and educated in the 
land of his birth, and there made his home 
until 1869, when, with the laudable desire to 
better his social and financial condition, he 
emigrated to the United States. On Jand- 
ing on these shores he came to the great 
West in search of a piece of land upon 
which to settle, and from St. Paul, where he 
located, temporarily, he went to the St. 
Croix country, Wis., but was not suited with 
that part of that State. The village of 
Litchfield, then just laid out, next attracted 
his attention, but in that locality he could 
not find any land suited to his mind, and he 
then came to Ilutchinson and hearing of a 
tract of section 11, 0f Lynn 
township, he looked it over and purchased 
it of the owner, a German, just as it stood, 
house, cattle, grain in stack, ete., and moved 
This is a portion of his present 
farm, he having added to it until he has now 
some 215 acres. The improvements upon 
the place are of an excellent character, and 
the property is one of the best in the town. 
During the grasshopper troubles of 1876, he, 
was fortunate enough to entirely escape the 
pests, the Otter Lake, which les just west 
of his place, protecting his growing crops, 
as the hoppers could not fly over it. 

Mr. Peterson was united in marriage with 
Kirsten Christensen, April 8, 1550. 
The lady is also a nativeof Denmark, born 
September 95, 


120 acres on 


Miss 


1828, and is the daughter of 
Christen and Ixirstine Christensen. “Dy this 
union there have been born a family of three 
children, as follows—Karen, whose birth 
took place January 5, 1856; Mette Nirstine, 
born November 20, 185%; Petrine, the 
Iso. 

Since coming to this place Mr. Peterson 


anal 
date of whose birth was October 22. 


has taken a great interest in the public af- 
fairs of the town and has held the ottices of 
chairman and member of ot 
supervisors and town treasurer. He is also 
active in all school matters and has served 


the board 
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on the board of education. 
the leading and representative citizens of the 
town and county and is honored and es- 
teemed by all with whom he comes in con- 
tact. At the present time he is one of the 
directors of the town of Lynn and Acoma 
Fire Insurance Association. 


+140 Seed SRG = 


EX HARLES F. WILLSON. Among the 
OS) thrifty and well-to-do farmers of this 
county is the gentleman whose name heads 
this biography. Residing upon section 31, 
Glencoe township, he has one of the fine 
farms of that locality. It contains some 160 
acres of choice land, and the improvements 
on it are of a very superior character. He 
is a native of Concord, Erie county, N. Y., 
born July 1, 1841, and is the son of John A. 
and Tesbecan (Minot) Willson. Tis parents 
were from the State of Vermont and died in 
the ‘Empire State,” the father February 19, 
1888, and the mother in August, 1876. 

The subject of this sketch was raised 
upon afarm in the place of his birth, and there 
enjoyed the advantages of- the excellent 
schools ofthat locality. He remained in west- 
ern New York, engaged in the peaceful ayoca- 
tion of a farmer's life, until March, 1865, when 
he came to Minnesota. The next two years he 
spent in_ Richfield, Hennepin county, after 
which he settled in Glencoe township, where 


he now has his home. Since his location 
here fi has been identified with the official 


life of the town and has held the office of 
chairman of the town board of supervisors 
and other minor positions of honor and trust. 
Mr. Willson was united in marriage July 
1864, with Miss Harriet Blanchard, a 
native of Dorset, Vt., 
Abiel and Eda (Nourse) Blanchard, who 
were born in Vermont and died, the father 
in Lennox, Oneida county, N. Y., and the 
mother in Erie county, N. Y., July 16, 1886. 


» 
o, 


Ife is one of 


and the d: iuvhter of | 
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In his politics Mr. Wilson afliliates with 
the republican party, and is a warm advyo- 
cate of its principles. 


Ne CORNIEA, an old settler of 
the town of Helen «vere he now resides, 


is the son of Gregory and Mary (Caplett) 
Corniea, natives of Canada, and of French 


origin, and was born in Canada, May 25, 
1831. Reared in the land of his birth he 
there made his home until May, 1854, when, 
in company with his father and_ brother, 
Anthony, he came to the United States and, 
after astay in the city of St. Paul, lasting 


some six months, settled in the town of 
Helen, taking upa claim. After putting up 
acabin, our subject returned East after the 
families of his father, brother and himself 
and brought them to this county. Dennis 
cleared up a small piece of land but was 
compelled to go to St. Paul and labor to help 
them through the hard times, for some five 
months, that first year. For several sueces- 
sive years he was working back and forth 
between his farm and the city, spending part 
of the time in each, until his marriage, July 
3, 1860, when having joined his fortunes to 
those of Miss Maggie LaVallee, he settled 
down upon his place and commenced 
improvement in earnest. Not long was he 
allowed to remain in quiet, however, for in 
August, 1862, came the Indian outbreak to 
disturb the settlers. Ile was at Mendota 
when he heard the news of the uprising and 
started for home, at once, for his wife was 
there alone. The latter, on hearing that the 
were murdering the whites and were 
approaching, in the first terrors of the mo- 


its 


savages 
ment, fled as far as Buffalo Creek, but there 
turned back and awaited her husband at 
their home. Ile, on his arrival on the place, 
concluded to remain, and did so for two 
weeks. One day hearing that there were 
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some of the settlers at Glencoe, he went 
there, and it was with difficulty that he got 
away, they being so eager to impress all the 
men that came there into military service. 
Taking his wife to Bloomington, this State, 
he returned to his farm and there took up his 
quarters, going to Glencoe, occasionally, un- 
til the suppression of the savages, when he 
brought his wife back to their home. Feb- 
ruary 11, 1865, he enlisted in Company F, 
Independent Battalion of Minnesota Cavalry, 
and served until the day when discharged, 
February 10, 1866. 

Mr. Corniea, after enduring all the priva- 
tions of frontier life, has succeeded in build- 
ing up a fine property. His farm, which 
embraces some 160 acres, is well tilled, and 
the house and other improvements among 
the best in the town and are a credit to his 
tuste and enterprise. He is tlre parent of 
two children—Hamill, deceased, and Alex- 
ander. 


“> RANK BLAISDELL, one of the intelli- 

> gent and energetic young farmers of 
the town of Sumter, has a splendid farm of 
500 acres on section 12, where he makes his 
home. Ie came to this county in S77 from 
Minneapolis, where he was born, June 6, 
1862. [lis parents, Robert and Elmira 
(Taunt) Blaisdell, are natives of Maine and 
Wisconsin, respectively, and were among the 
earliest settlers in Minneapolis, coming there 
in 1853, when there was but one house on 


the west side of the river. They made a set- 


tlement then and there and as the city grew | 


The father has been 


for vears in the lumber business, but now 
turns his attention to real estate. 

The subject of this sketch is the only boy 
living in a family of seven children, his only 
brother, Robert, dying in childhood, — His 


they have prospered. 
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sisters are all living, andareas follows—Ida, 
now Mrs. Jobn Gilman, lives at Minnewpolis; 
Carrie, now Mrs. Dora Farnsworth, of the 
sume city; and Ella, Edith and Gertrude, at 
home. In the excellent schools of his native 
city and in the high school, our subject re- 
ceived his education and finished it in Curtis’ 
college. ILis school days being finished he 
came to McLeod county and eaten on the 
farm where he now lives, one of the most 
valuable and pleasant in the county. — Te is 
largely engaged in raising Durham and Hol- 
stein cattle and has something like 200 head 
on his place. ) 

Mr. Blaisdell was united in marriage, No- 
vember 24, 1885. with Miss Addie Howe, a 
native, also, of the city.of Minneapolis, and 
daughter of Reuben and Annie (Thomas) 
Howe. Her father died when she was quite 
small, but her mother is making her home 
with her dauehter. Mr. and Mrs. Blaisdell 
have one child, the light of their home, whose 
name is Maud. In his politieal views he coin- 
cides with the democratic party and is a 
staunch adherent to its principles. Ie lias 
no aspirations for office, his domestic ties 
and the management of his farm taking all 
his time and attention. 


ILLIAM HELLIWELL, an industri- 
ous and thrifty farmer of Winsted 
township, living on section 11, first saw the 
light in Yorkshire, England, August 20, 1543, 
an is the son of Thomas and Mally (ITors- 
fall) Tlelliwell, of Enekand. 
Being the child of people in moderate cir: 
cumstances, he received but a common school 


biatives, also, 


education and early in life began to laborain 
the cotton mills of bis native lind, Inthe 
fall of 1869, seeing that it was not possib le 
2a competence in the over -crowded 
he concluded to come 


to achieve 
country of his birth, 
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to America and see, if in this fair land there 
was not a better chance for him. Ile accord- 
ingly embarked on a steamer and eleven 
days after stepped upon the shore at New 
York. From the latter place he came, with 
the friends that were with him, to Minnesota 
and. for a short time located in Winsted. 
Here, July 21, 1870, he was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Evina Nuttall, one of his 
companions on the voyage from Eneland, 
where she was born, and the daughter of 
Jolin and Nancy (Greenwood) Nuttall. He 
then removed to the town of Morris, Stevens 
county, this State, and was engaged in rail- 
-road service for some three years and then 
returned to Winsted and settled on section 9. 
Seven years later he sold out there and re- 
moved to the place where he now resides, 
owning some seventy-three acres of land on 
sections land 12. Since 1882 this has been 
his home. He has filled the offices of town 
assessor for four years and as school director 
for three vears since his location here and is 
one of the town’s best citizens. 

Mr. and Mrs. Helliwell are the parents of 
seven children, all of whom are living and 
at home. Theirrecord is as follows—Frank, 
born July 2, 1871; Ernest, born December 
29, 1872; Clara, born September 1, 1875; 
Barton, born Mareh 4, 1878; Sidney, born 
June 7, 1880; Albert William, born Novem- 
ber 18, 1885; and Sarah, born June 6, 1888. 
In his politics Mr. Welliwell is a republican 
and in his religion, a Baptist. Whenour sub- 
ject came here, there had not been any Bap- 
tist- organization effected at Winsted and Mr. 
and Mrs. Helliwell connected themselves 
with the Presbyterians. On the 27th of Jan- 
uary, $875, the First’ Presbyterian church of 
Winsted was organized with the Rev. J. W. 
Dickey as pastor. Mr. ITelliwell Was chosen 
as one of the trustees, and has served as one 
of the elders, also as Sunday school superin- 
tendent and has otherwise taken an active 
and lealing part in religions matters, 
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_/ Seals RICHARDS, a large Jand- 

“s\ owner and wealthy farmer of Lynn 
township, is a native of the German Empire, 
born in Saxony, September 23, 1834, and is 
the son of Wilhelm and Elizabeth (Menjen) 
Richards. The family lived in the village 
of Treffort, and there the subject of this 
sketch received his education and _ there 
made his home until he had attained his 
twenticth year. His father was a driver of 
a four-horse stage, and the boy would often 
drive for the former. As he approached the 
years of manhood he entered the employ of 
a large beet-sugar manufactory, and re- 
inained there for two years. As an instance 
of the aimost incredibly small wages paid in 
that land, it is eited that he received no 
higher salary than one dollar per week, and 
that was the prevailing rate paid their thou- 
sand workmen. Jn 1857 the subject of this 
memoir, seeing the impossibility of hetter- 
ing his condition there, embarked for the 
United States, at the port of Bremen, and 
after a stormy and tempestuous passage of 
twenty-eight weeks, landed at New Orleans, 
From there he came North and found em- 
ployment in Wisconsin at farm labor, and 
remained nearly five years with a Mr. Stock- 
dale. Hethenrented a farm in that vicinity, 
and there lived until 1866, when he came to 
Minnesota. While he away from 
home, threshing, that year, his house was 
destroyed by fire,a horse was killed by a 
vicious cow, the hail and bugs ruined his crops 
and he was compelled to sell off his cattle to 
obtain money with which to get to this 
State. On his arrival here he took up a 
homestead on section 20, Lynn township, 
and there lived until 1852 


Was 


2 when he traded 
it for the Merchants’ ITotel, at Tlatehinson. 
Two years our subject was the landlord of 
that house, but thinking that he preferred 
farming, he traded it for 280 acres of unim- 
proved land in Lynn township, on sections 
31 and 32,and this he has developed until 
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it is one of the finest in the town, and the 
improvements are of an excellent character. 
He now owns 440 acres, 

Mr. Richards was united in’ marriage, 
March 2, 1862, with Miss Catherine Zegen- 
fus, the daughter of John and Clara (Wed- 
ive) Zegenfus, natives of Prussia. The lady 
was born upon the bosom of the Atlantic 
Ocean, while her parents were on their way 
to the United States, May 21,1845. By 
this union.they are the parents of eight chil- 
dren—John, born December 29, 1862; Vic- 
toria, born February 12, 1868; Caroline, born 
September 27, 1870, who married, June 
4, 1888, Charles Reiner; Frederick W., born 
Mareh 8, 1874; Rosa Catherine, born Oct- 
ober 11,1876; Anna, born June 28, 1881; 
August, born November 5, 1884; and 
Charles, born September 9, 1887. 

Mr. Richards has held the oftices of chair- 
man of the town board and side super- 
Visor, assessor and school director and treas- 
urer, He is a democrat in his politics and a 
Roman Catholic in his religion. 


“3 AMUEL P. BROWN, who holds the 
position of register of deeds of Me- 
Leod county, was born in Wilmington, N.C,, 
October 18, 1838, and is the son of Joln 
Potts and Eliza K. (Potter) Brown, His an- 
cestors were among the earhest settlers of 
that region and he was of the sixth gener- 
ationborn in the same which 
erected by his forefathers. : 

While Samuel was vet a mere boy his father 
moved to New York City and there entered 
into mereantile pursuits, and there our sub- 
In 
1852 he was sent to the colleee at Geneva, 
Switzerland, and while there for four years 
he, in the company of others, and as is the 
custom in those European institutions, tray- 
eled on foot, during the long vacations, all 


house, was 


ject veceived his elemental education. 
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through Switzerland, France, Italy and Ger- 
many. After returning to this country, in 
1857, he came to Minnesota, landing at St. 
Paul May 17. He then purchased a farm 
nine miles from St. Anthony and commenced 
agricultural life. We remained there until 
1878, when he came to this county and 
bought a tract of wild land three miles from 
Glencoe, and improved it. 

Our subject made his home on this farm 
until 1879, when he was elected to the oflice of 
register of deeds on the democratic ticket and 
has been re-elected to the satne position four 
successive terms. Ile still superintends his 
farm and has 125 of its 160 acres under cul- 
tivation. Ile was married October 25, 1860, 
to Miss Henrietta Bushnell, who is the mother 
of five children—John Potts, Jr., Walter E., 
Mamie B., Eliza P., and R. N., all born in 
Minnesota. He is one of the leading men in 
the democratic party in the county, and a 
man of uncommon influence in the councils of 
that organization. 
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Kus HARLES BIEHOFER, a suceessful and 
GY enterprising farmer of the town of 
Glencoe, living upon section 17, was born in 
St. Paul, Minn., October 1, 1853, and is the 
son of Theodore and Catherine (Biechofer) 


siehofer, of this county, a sketch of whom 
appears in the pages of this Annem. Our 
subject was taken by his parents to Carver 
county, this State, in 1846, and there resided 
with them until 1863, when the family came 
to McLeod county. In these two places he 
was raised and drew his education from the 


Ie 


inducted into the business of life at an early 


district schools of both localities, was 
age and assisted his father in the manual 
labors attendant upon the avocation of farm- 
The training he received at that time is 
present 


ine. 
shown by the appearance of his 
farm, it being one of the best in the town 
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and is ina high state of cuhiwiete reflect- 


ing great credit upon the industry and energy 
of its manager and proprietor. In 1874 he 


purchased some eighty acres of this land and 
has added to it from time to time, until now 
he has a fine domain of 320 acres, which is 
fairly improved and well stocked. 

Mr. Biehofer and Miss Louisa Meyers 
entered into the marriage relations, Novem- 
ber 26, 1878, and the result of this union has 
been four children, whose names are as follows 
—Hannah, Alfred, Florance and Rosa. Han- 
nah died February 2. 1880, and is buried in 
the Getchell cemetery. Mrs. Biehofer is a 

native of Germany, and is the daughter of 
Julius and Amelia. Meyers, natives of the 
Fatherland who came to this country in 1835, 

In his political views, our subject inclines 
to the democratic party, but has no aspira- 
tions for public office beyond the necessary 
local positions that it is the duty of every 
good citizen to fill when called upon. He 
prefers to attend to the labors upon his farm 
and to look after the stock upon his place to 
the troubles and perplexities of office. 


Tos REDERICK W. WORKING, an old resi- 

Y= dent and a highly successful farmer of 
the county, has his home on section 16, 
(North) Hutchinson township. Ie first set- 
tled in the county in 1865, and has been a 
citizen of this locality nearly since, 
- having devoted his time to farming and also 
to moving buildings. Le is a native of Cen- 
tre county, Penn., and born January 
10, 1832. Ilis parents, Jacob and Christina 
(Wheeling) Working, were natives of Scot- 
land and Pennsylvania respectively, and died 
in the latter State. 

The subject of this memoir was reared to 
manhood among the rugged hills and fertile 


ever 


Was 


ott 
| 
| 
| 


McLEOD COUNTY, MINNESOTA. 


valleys of the ‘Kevstone State,” and there 
received his education i in the excellent se hools 
provided by that noble commonwealth. In 
1852 he went to Stark county, Ohio, and 
from there to Seneca county, and there tilled 
the soil on a rented farm forsome two vears, 
at the end of which time he eame to Minne- 
sota. Ile located in the town of Henderson, 
Sibley county, and for a year and a half was 
employed on the government survey, then in 
progress. He then worked at the.carpenter’s 
bench until May, 1855, and then went to lowa. 
In the fall he came back to Ilenderson and 
worked at the carpenter’s trade. In May, 
1861, he again went to Lowa, and remained 
there until October of the same vear, When he 
returned to Minnesota and enlisted in Coin- 
pany A, Fourth Minnesota Infantry, and 
served until November, 1863, when he was 
discharged, and returned to this State and 
made his home in Scott county until the 
winter of 1865. At that time he moved to 
McLeod county and settled near where 
3rownton is now located.. A year later he 
removed to Eagle Lake, where he lived some 


five years, after which he went to Le Sueur 


county and spent two years. In 187+ he 
returned to this portion of the State and 
located again at Eagle Lake, but in 1s77 he 
purchased the place where he now 
and moved on it. 

Mr. Working was married, December 24, 
1864, to Miss Hannah B. Thompson, a native 
of Canada East, and the daughter of Andrew 
and Maria (Dayton) Thompson, and the 
issue of this union has been nine ehildren— 
Mary A., Frederick L., Andrew W., 
A., Charles L., Thyra M., Jacob F., 
and Marion R., ali of whom are living 
at home, except the oldest girl, who marricd 
Julius Ritzen. The father of Mrs. Working 
died in California, and her mother makes 
her home in that State. In politics our 
subject is a prohibitionist, and in religion a 
Methodist. 
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‘T AMES CORR, a prosperous and able 

farmer of the town of Winsted, was born 
in County Meath, Ireland, in 1832, and is the 
son of Dennis and Mary (Xeelan) Corr. Tis 
people were small farmers, in that beautiful 
isle and as the inhabitants are all poor, he 
was no expection to the general rule and was 
reared a shepherd. In his day and Jand the 
schools were a rarity and the little chance of 
receiving any education was when the © poor 
scholar’came along. Inthe fall of 1853 having 
attained his majority, and despairing of ever 
bettering his condition in the oppressed land 
of his birth, he bade adieu to * Old Erin” and 
started for free America. He embarked on 
the Calhoun, but upon the passage over the 
dread cholera broke out on board and before 
it had ceased its ravages, one hundred of the 
passengers and sixteen of the crew had suc- 
cumbed to it and were buried in the deep. 
After a thirty-day passage, however, our sub- 
ject landed, after performing quarantine, at 
the portof New York, and fora year worked 
on a farm at’ Woodbridge, N. J., for 
seven dollars a month in summer and six in 
winter, and was surprised to find such high 
wages in America. From there he came to 
Freeport, Il., where he had a brother, who 
Was working on the railroad, and entered in- 
to the same employment. He was economical 
and saved his money ahd at the end of 
two years came to McLeod county, Minn., 
and he furnished his brother with the means 
to preémpt a piece of Jand on section 30, in 
Winsted, which he afterward sold out and 
took a homestead on section 14 and has since 
added another eighty to it, thus having a fine 
farm of 160 acres. 


James Corr was married February 10,1868, 
to Miss Mary Cunningham, a native of 
Newery,County Down, Ireland.who was born 
July 12, 184s, a dauehter of Peter and 
Drideet (Burrell) Cunningham. She had 
come tothe United States in 1867, landing in 
New York, and proceeded from there to 
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mestic work until her marriage. By their 
marriage Mr, and Mrs. Corr are the parents 
of ten children, as follows—Mollie, born June 
25,1870; Elizabeth, born June 27, 187z; Den- 
nis Patrick, born March 19, 1874; John .born 
March 12, 1876; Michael, born October 12, 
1877; Anna, born November 12, 1879; Mar- 
garet, born March 25, 1881: James, born 
March 4, 1883; Peter, born March 25, 1885; 
and Francis, born March 25, 1887. The faim- 
ily are members of the Catholic church, and 
in political matters Mr. Corr is a democrat. 
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SS THAN CRANDALL, an agriculturist 
io, of the town of Sumter, living on 
section 23, isa native of Franklin county, 
N. Y., born January 16, 1822, and is the son 
of John and Edy (Austin) Crandall. The 
parents of our subject were natives of Rhode 
Island, who had emigrated to the “Green 
Mountain State,” in 1791, with their parents. 

In the family of the elder Mr, Crandall, 
who settled in Franklin county, N. Y., in 
1818, there were seven brothers and_ five 
sisters, all of whom grew to manhood and 
womanhood, the first to die being just thirty- 
nine years of ave, dying on his birthday. 
The youngest now living is sixty-four. The 
mother of our subject passed to her reward 
in 1842, and his father was gathered to his 
fathers in 1868, at the ripe old age of ninety- 
one years. The latter was a man‘of a very 
high character anda member of, the lree- 
Will Baptist and Christian churches from his 
fourteenth vear.  ITlis wife, a most estimable 


ey 
o 


and zealous Christian, drew her spiritual con- 
solation from the Free-Will Baptist church. 

The gentleman of whom this sketch is 
written received the elements of his educa- 
tion inthe common schools of the place of 
his birth and attended the Franklin academy. 
Leaying the latter institution at the age of 
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twenty he went to Cook county, Il., and | 
there commenced teaching school and fol- 
lowed that profession for some eight or nine 
years. 

During the gold excitement he went to 
California, and was for five vears in the 
mines of that Eldorado. Onreturning to the 
East he spent some time in his native State, 
in I]linois and in Missouri, but not liking the 
country in the latter, he came to Minnesota, 
arriving in this county in 1859. He took up 
a claim which he soon sold out and returned 
to Chicago, where he taught school for a 
period of ten vears more; then came to 
this town and located on the farm where he 
now lives, having bought the Jand of the 
original preémptor in 1864. 

Mr. Crandall was married, April 20, 1864, 
to Miss Elizabeth M. Hand, a native of Ohio, 
born June 10, 1829, and the daughter a 
Alva H.and Maregarette Hand. Our subject 
is a republican in his politics and las held 
the offices of town clerk, assessor, justice of 
the peace and is more or less connected with 
the affairs of the township. In educational 
matters he takes a creat interest, as is natural, 
and has been clerk of district No. 26 for 
many years. [lis wife, a most excellent 
Christian woman, is a member of the Episco- 
pal church, 


aes DWARD C. BUCK, a young, enterpris- 
az ingvand intelligent agriculturist of the 
town of Glencoe, living on section 3, was born 
in this county on the place where he now re- 
sides, April 8. 1861, and is the son of B. F. 
and Sarah (Wadleigh) Buck, natives of New 
Hampshire and Vermont respectively. Tis 
parents came to the State of Minnesota in 
the vear 1855 and settled on the farm in 
Glencoe township, and there made their 
home until the Indian outbreak in the fall of 
1862, when they retired to Minneapolis for 
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safety, and remained there for two years, 
At the expiration of that time the family 
returned to the farm and made their home 
there for some three years, and then re. 
moved to the village of Glencoe. Two yeurs’ 
residence there soon passed, and then they 
returned to their place, and there the father 
was content to stay, engaged in tilling the 
soil tous reaping the fruits of his industry 
until the year 1887, when the parents of our 
subject moved to Glencoe and are residents 
of that beautiful village. 

The subject of this memoir was reared and 
educated in McLeod county, and - finished 
with a two years’ course at the college at 
Northfield. Ie was married, December 18, 
1886, to Miss Hattie Ainsworth, a native of 
Dodge county, and the daughter of Milo and 
Eliza (Greenslitt) Ainsworth, both of whom 
died when she was but a child of some ten 
vears. Mr. Buck has a valuable farm and 
thoroughly understands its management, and 
is meeting with considerable success in lis 
chosen calling. Ie is a republican in his 
political v.ews, and is one of the rising young 
men of the town and county. Closely con- 
nected with the Congregational church, he 
is a and zealous Christian, and 
devotes time and money to religious work. 
His future looks bright, for in addition to a 
natural ability he has the advantages of a 
liberal education, and these two will always 
win in the a man’s life. He and 
his young wife have the respect and esteem 
of all with whom they come in contact, and 
are industrious, economical and of sterling 
integrity. 


eonsistent 


course of 


oy EV. ALVAH A. KENNEDY, licensed 
i preacher of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, is extensively engaged in the culti- 
ration of sorghum and the maufacture of 
syrup, farm on 12, Acomit 
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township. Ilis wife also devotes consider- 
able attention to the raising of small fruit, 
from which she derives a good revenue. 

Mr. Kennedy was born in Brookfield, Mad- 
.json county, N. Y., June 21, 1881, and 
is the son of Avery and Joan (Wileox) Ken- 
‘nedy, natives of Vermont and New York, 
respectively. When he was about a year 
old his parents moved to Pennsylvania, where 
his father was engaged in farming and in 
preaching the Word, for he was a Free-Will 
Baptist elder. Our subject remained with 
his parents, enjoying the advantages of the 
schools, until he was some fifteen vears of 
age when he commenced Jearning the tan- 
ning trade and shoe and harness making, at 
which he worked, except such time as he 
spent in the seminary at Charlotteville, 
N. Y., up to 1864. In the latter year he 
first came to Minnesota, and settled on his 
brother-in-law’s farm in the town of Lynn, 
this county. There he lived for a year, and 
in the following spring moved to the village 
of Hutchinson and resided in the fort for a 
year. From there he went to Cedar Mills, 
and taking a homestead made his home on 
it some seven years. After seven months 
spent upon the old place in Lynn, be returned 
to his home in the “ Keystone State,” where 
he was engaged in preaching the Gospel and 
in working at his trade until the Centennial 
year, When he came back to Minnesota. 
Renting a farm in the town of Cedar Mills, 
Meeker county, he lived there for a time; 
then moved to; Boon Lake township, Ren- 
ville county ; a year later removed to Lynn 
township, McLeod county, where he spent, a 
like period, Jlis next move was to Collins 
township, where he remained for about three 
years, and then he bought his present place 
and moved thither. | 

Mr. Kennedy was united in the holy bonds 
of marriage, April 7, 1857, with Miss Mar- 
garet Belinda Butler, who was born in Del- 
mar, Tioga county, Penn., June 22, 1839, 
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and is the daughter of Wellman and Ma- 
tilda (Steele) Butler, and the issue of their 
union has been eight children of whom the 
following is the record—Wellman DB. was 
born in Pennsylvania, March 16, 18538, and 
married Miss Rosabel Pierce, February 1, 
1886, and is the father of one child, Elenor 
Emma Matilda was born in the 
same State, July 14, 1801, and was married 
September 25, 1884, to W. Hl. Moore, and 
is the mother of two children, Linnie R. and 
William E.; Daniel C. was born in the * 4 


Land 
of Penn,” February 27, 1864, and married 


Miss E. Jane Pierce, August’ 31, 1885, and 
has one daughter, Myrtle R.; Mary E. first 


saw the light in Minnesota, as did the rest 
of the children, May 26, 1866. John E. was 
born September 26, 1868. Margaret DB. was 
born February 5, 1871, and was called home 
November 21, 1874. Rosa Grace was born 
July 15, 1877, and Philura Jane, whose birth 
took place June 30, 1879, died the same day. 

Mr. Kennedy has been a faithful watch- 
man upon the walls of Zion and has labored 
hard in the work of the Master, and has his 
reward in the consciousness of having done 
his duty. Ile has given little attention to 
politics, but has held the office of clerk of 
the school board. 
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Cis HARLES HARTMANN, one of the most 

Sy progressive farmers of Lynn township, 
is a native of Prussia, born October 4, 1520. 
Ile is the son of Ernest and Sophia (dulin) 
Hartmann, who were natives of that portion 
of the German Empire. His father and 
mother died in his youth, the litter When he 
Was seven years old, the former cight Vvears 
after, and at the time of the latter event he 
commenced learning the carpenter's trade 
and followed that line of business through 
Germany, Switzerland, Denmark, Trance, 
Ifolland, ete. 
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When our subject was some twenty-five 
years of age he came to this country, arriving 
on the shores of America, August 7, 1854. 
After landing at the port of New York, he 
went to Chicago and engaged at his craft 
and followed it in that place for a short time 
and then went to Elgin, Ill, where he was 
engaged, in company with a partner, in buiid- 
ing for a year, At the expiration of that 
time he went to Burlington, Wis., where he 
made his home for twelve years, most of the 
time working at his trade. During that pe- 
riod he made a trip to Pike's Peak, Colo., 
and to the Lake Superior country, and in 
both places followed millwrighting and car- 
pentering. 

In September, 1861, Mr. Hartmann enlisted 
in Company E, Ninth Wisconsin Infantry, 
and served some eighteen months. At the 
battle of Newtonia, Mo., September 30, 1862, 
he was wounded in thehead and with others 
of his regiment was captured by the rebels. 
Me was held in prison until December, when 
he was_ paroled, and on his arrival at Ben- 
ton Barracks, he was discharged. About 
eighteen months after his return to his home, 
he came to Minnesota and settled on .a Lome- 
stead on section 6, where he now lives. 

Mr. Hartmann wasmarried, March 6, 1871, 
to Miss Christina Hildebrant, the daughter 
of Louis and Sophia Hildebrant, bat who 
died April 16, 1881, leaving four children, 
viz—John, born May 10,1872; Emma, born 
June 12, 1874; Hulda, born July 17, 1876, 
and Mary born September 18, 1878. 
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~~ RANKLIN B. DEAN, the cashier of the 


Oe MeLeod county bank, is one of the 


earliest settlers of the village of Glencoe, 
where he resides, coming here in March, 
1857. In company with F. P. Seaver, he 
entered into the general merchandise trade 
in the little hamlet and continued in that 
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line for some five years. In January, 1860, 
he was appointed county superintendent of 
schools, deputy register of deeds and deputy 
auditor, and carried on all three of the 
offices at once. In 1862 he.was elected to 
the office of county auditor and remained in 
the same until 1870, either as officer or 
deputy. He had been appointed to fill ihe 
position of judge of the probate court in 
1867, and fulfilled the duties of that place, 
at the same time he was looking after the 
auditors office. In 1871 he went into the 
office of the auditor of Hennepin county, as 
deputy, and was there about eighteen months, 
and returning to this place, in the fall of 1872, 
in company with A. M. Knight, entered into 
the real estate, loan and insurance business. 
That line of business was followed by them 
until 1883, when the present bank was or- 
ganized and the building they occupy was 
erected. He has held several of the town 
offices and has been the mayor of the village. 

Mr. Dean is a native of Windsor county, 
Vt., born July 22, 1834, and is the son of 
Eliand Lydia I. Dean. Ie was reared on 
a farm, attending the common schools of his 
native State and graduating from the Thet- 
ford Academy at the age of nineteen. At 
that time be went to Massachusetts and 
there remained until three years later, when 
he returned home and taught school until 
coming to Minnesota. Ile was married, 
October 2, 1862, to Miss Verlinda 8. Dean, 
and they are the parents of seven children. 
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OHN P. JUNGCLAUS, an extensive far- 
mer of the town of Sumter, came to 
this county April 17, 1864, and located in 
Glencoe township where he resided about a 
year and then moved to his present farm on 
sections 3 and 10 in Sumter and 32 in Rich 
Valley township. Te owns some 420 acres 
and devotes his attention to mixed farming 
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and has one of the most pleasant homes in the 
county. The improvements are of an excel- 
lent character and are all the result of his own 
exertions. He hasa fine herd of grade cattle, 
some sixty-five head, and some ten horses. 

Mr. Jungclaus was born in Holstein, Ger- 
many, November 10, 1843, and is the son of 
John Henry and Antje (Fail) Jungclaus, both 
of whom are residents of that portion of the 
German Empire, and who celebrated their 
golden wedding May 27,1888. The old peo- 
ple had a family of five children, as follows— 
Henry, John P., Claus, Jacob, Sophia and 
Lena C. Jacob died in 1886 in Glencoe 
township. Our subject was educated in his 
native land and after receiving a liberal share 
of schooling learned the carpenter's trade 
and after serving an apprenticeship of three 
years worked at it for five more. In 1864 
he came to America and on his arrival at 
New York, turned his steps toward McLeod 
county, Minn., where he has lived ever since. 

Mr. Jungclaus was married October 12, 
1865, to Miss Lena Thompson, the daughter 
of John and Catherine Thompson, and a 
native of Holstein, Germany, but who was 
reared and educated in Cook county, Ill. 
They are the parents of seven living chil- 
dren, as follows—Mary Catherina, Henry, 
Frank, Lizzie, Charles, Otto and Birdie. 
Our subject is a republican in politics and 
has held several local offices, the most im- 
portant being that of supervisor. Ie is, also, 
the president of the Sumter Fire Insurance 
Society and is one of the most public spirited 
citizens in the township. The family are 
members of the German Evangical Lutheran 
church and are foremost in all good work 
and have the esteem of all. 


ENRY OTTO, one of the most pros- 
perous and well-to-do farmers of the 
town of Lynn, and one of its leading and 
representative citizens, is a native of Prussia, 


and was born February 4, 1849. When he 
was about twelve years old, he was brought 
to this country by his parents, Gottlieb and 
HTenrietta (Wehrmeister) Otto, who settled 
on a farm in the county of Nicolet, this 
State. Engaged in working on the farm and 
in attending the district school, he passed his 
time until March 22, 1872, when he was 
united in marriage with Miss Frederika Dall- 
man. The lady is the daughter of William 
and Joanna Dallman,and was born in Prussia, 
April 27,1853. At that time he moved upon 
a small farm he had purchased, he and his 
brothers, Carl and August, having worked 
for other parties to raise the means of buy- 
ing themselves farms. Closely occupied in 
the improvement of his place, he spent the 
next six years thereon, but at the expiration 
of that time sold out and removed to this 
county and purchased a tract of eighty acres 
of land on section 21, Lynn township. To 
this farm he has added some 280 acres, and 
has now one of the finest estates in the town. 

Mr. Otto and his estimable wife are the 
parents of nine children, as follows—<Albert, 
born February 15, 1873; Wilhelmina, born 
January 4, 1875; Martha, born September 
99, 1876; Henry, born August 27, 1878; 
Edward, born June 24, 1880; Annie, born. 
April 18, 1882; Frederika, born, February 
19, 1884; Emma, born March 7, 1886, and 
Maria, born April 5, 1888. 

The family are members of the German 
Lutheran church, and are prominent in all 
religious work. Mr. Otto is a strong adher- 
ent to the principles formulated by the dem- 
ocratic party in his politics, and has held 
several local offices, among which were those 
of assessor, town treasurer, road overseer and 
school director, and in all of these has won 
golden opinions from those most interested. 
Although his father came to this country with 
comparatively nothing, both he and his sons 
have all acquired competencies and are ranked 
among the wealthy men of their locality. 
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EORGE DREW, a retired farmer, liv- 
J ing on section 29, Glencoe township, 
with his son, Lincoln, is a native of the town 
of Bordham, Lincoln county, Me., born 
September 1, 1818, and is the son of Cor- 
nelius and Mehetabel (Springer) Drew. Ile 
was brought up in the *Old Pine Tree 
State,” and there received the elements of 
his education. In 1854, he decided to come 
to Minnesota and arrived in the State in 
June of that year. He remained at St. Paul 
for one vear after which he went to the site 
of Minneapoiis, where there was a_black- 
smith forge at the time. He was one of the 
original settlers of that city. That year he 
rented a farm and tilled it on shares but the 
following season he pre-empted 170 acres of 
land within six miles of Minneapolis, and 
carried. on farming there until 1887, when he 
sold out and came to McLeod county, and 
makes his home with his son. 

Mr.-Drew and Miss Bethiah Pratt were 
united in the holy bonds of matrimony, Sep- 
tember 1, 1839, and the resuit of their mar- 
riage was six children, as follows—David, 
Eli, Lincoln and Hettie, all living, and 
James and George, deceased. Mrs. Drew 
was called away from his side by the reaper 
Death, November 22, 1883, and her remains 
were interred in Lakewoods’ cemetery. In 
his political views, Mr. Drew is a warm sup- 
porter of the principles and candidates of the 
republican party, and has always taken a 
considerable interest in the affairs of the suc. 
cess of that organization. 

Lixncotn Drew, the son of George and 
Bethiah (Pratt) Drew, first saw the light, 
August 20, 1860, in Hennepin county, Minn., 
and was reared in that portion of the 
State. le received his education in the 
common schools of his native county and 
early in life commenced the study of agricult- 
ure. Tle came to this county in 18s7, and 
settled on the farm he now owns on section 
29, in Glencoe township. He was married 


July 24, 1882, to Miss Lillian McDougall, 
who was born in Montreal, Canada, and a 
daughter of Dixon J. and Harriet (Gove) 
McDougall, who were natives of Canada and 
New York respectively. By this union there 
have been born a family of two ehildren—Fli 
and Jennie. In his political faith Lincoln 
Drew is a strong and staunch adherent to 
the republican party and is one of the town’s 
most valued citizens. 
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LONZO L. BROWN,. the founder of 
the village of Brownton, and one of its 
most prominent citizens, is a native of An- 
burn, N. Y., born November 8, 1838. He is 
ason of Samuel Blake and Ann Gilman 
(Leighton) Brown, his father being a native 
of East /.ndover, N. H., born October 6, 
1811. His mother was born at Falmouth, 
Me., May 1, 1812. The parents were mar- 
ried October 6, 1835, at Milton, Mass., and 
removed to Auburn, N. Y., about 1836, and 
from that city, October 8, 1855, to Dixon,. 
and then to Freeport, Il. In the month of 
April, 1857, S. B. Brown and son, Charles 
H., came to McLeod county, Minn., and 
settled on the east half of the northwest 
quarter and the west half of the northeast 
quarter of section 8, township 114, range 24, 
(Penn) and after hiring William <Arines 
(who lived on the land adjoining, and on 
which he settled with his family in 1550, 
coming from Ohio,) to erect a log house, re- 
turned to Freeport. The only permanent 
settlers at that time in this township that 
they remember of, were William Armes and 
Thompson Laraway. The others were squat- 
ters who had filed on land to preémpt, and 
erected 8x10 basswood shanties. New Auburn 
then contained three or four houses. Charles 
If. remained at Mr. Armes. About October 
8, 1857, A. L. Brown arrived in Penn, and 
with his younger brother, Charles II. took 
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up his residence on the Jand filed on, where 
they lived that winter on the open prairie, in 
a shanty 10x12, built of inch basswood 
boards simply banked up and battened. In 
the month of April, 1858, Samuel B. Brown 
arrived with his family, and settled on their 
claim, and lived on it until driven away by 
the Indians, August 19, 1862, when they 
went to St. Paul. Mr. Grown returned soon 
afterward to the farm with his two sons, 
Augustus and Andrew, and remained put- 
ting up hay until the Indians murdered Sam- 
uel White and his family on the west side of 
Lake Addie, about two miles distant. Mr. 
Brown returned with his family to their farm 
in December, 1864. The town of Penn as 
first organized, was a voting precinct, and 
consisted of four townships—-114, ranges 29 
and 30—115, ranges 29 and 30. The first 
settlers were Robert E. Grimshaw, William 
J. White, David Craig and John Pollock, 
who settled on sections 29 and 30, township 
115, range 29. These people came here in the 
summer of 1855, from Philadelphia, Penn.. 
and named the precinct Penn. The first 
election was held at the Jog house of R. E. 
Grimshaw, on the southwest of section 29. 
The town of Collins was set off from Penn 
in 1866, and Round Grove and Sumter in 
1868. In organizing the town of Sunter, 
A. L. Brown wrote and circulated the peti- 
tion and appointed a time for meeting at the 
house of William Healey, where the name 
of Sumter was chosen, in memory of Fort 
Sumter. Lake Addie was named by KR. E. 
Grimshaw, in honor of Miss Addie Hoag, 
of Minneapolis, daughter of C. A. Hoag, 
who was at Grimshaw’s settlement at the 
time ona visit. The first child born was 
Kate Grimshaw in 1857, and the first death 
was that of Mrs. Mary Grimshaw (wife of I. 
EK.) the same year. 

Alonzo L. Brown was educated at the Au- 
burn Academy and the public schools of that 
_ city. On September 26, 1861, with his broth- 


643 


er, Charles H., he enlisted in Company B, 
Fourth Regiment, Minnesota Infantry, and 
was in all the battles with his regiment, and 
July 24,1863, after the capture of Vicks- 
burg, was promoted to First Lieutenant and 
Captain of Company E, Fiftieth Regiment 
United States Colored Infantry—he having 
assisted in organizing this regiment. Ie 
served until March 20, 1866, when he was 
honorably mustered out. During the last 
eight months of his service he had command 
of a district in the southern part of Ala- 
bama. 

On November 18, 1865, he was married to 
Miss Bedina E. Savage, daughter of Patrick 
Savage, F. R. S., a graduate of Trinity Col- 
lege, Dublin, Ireland, and Princpal of 
Franklin Academy, at Montgomery, Ala. 
Miss Savage was born at Kanturk, Ireland, 
July 8, 1839. 

Captain A. L. Brown first obtained the 
Jand on which the village of Brownton is lo- 
cated, of John Pollock, in the spring of 1859, 
and occupied it until be enlisted in the army, 
and as soon as mustered out, settled about 
May 1, 1866, on the farm, and continued 
farming and keeping dairy. The children 
born to them were—Ixatie Anna, born Sep- 
tember 13, 1866, died April 21, 1867; Eugene 
Hudson, born December 23, 1868, died April 
8, 1869; Mary Alice, born October 12, 1870; 
and Annie Viola, born September 27, 1872. 

The village of Brownton was surveyed 
June 10, 1878. On the 18th the track was 
laid and the switches put in. The first lot 
was sold to Strickland & Baker, for a “ gen- 
eral store.” They broke the ground for it 
June lith. The first building erected wasa 
lumber office by Griswold & Latta of Glen- 
coe, under supervision of their agent, D. b. 
Johns. The plat of the village was filed and 
recorded July 1, 1878, and covered the south- 
west quarter of the southwest quarter of sec- 
tion 29. The post office was established Octo- 
ber 15, 1878, with A. L. Brown as postmaster. 
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tor of the Hutchinson Leader, is a 


native of Green county, Wis., born July 5, 


1859. His parents were Jonas G., and 
Betsey W. (Stroud) Day, both of whom 
were natives of Vermont, the father of 
Welsh descent and the mother of old Puritan 
stock. 

Jonas G. Day first came West in 1842, 
whenhe visited Fort Dearborn, now Chicago, 
and other parts of what was then “the 
western wilderness,’—now one of the 
wealthiest regions in America. He returned 
to Vermont and was married September 21, 
1843. In 1845 they came to Wisconsin, and 
settled on Sun Prairie, Dane county, where 
he purchased a farm. Later he engaged in 
an extensive mercantile, flouring and saw- 
mil] business, in Attica, Green county, which 
he followed for some ten years. In 1855, he 
disposed of his interest in these industries 
and engaged in farming and stock-raising 
until 1866, when he sold out and removed to 
Webster City, lowa. There he was engaged 
in mercantile pursuits for three years and he 
then went to the vicinity of Estherville and 
purchased an improved farm. Later he 
removed to Fairmont, Minn., where his sons, 
Frank A., and Burt W., were engaged in the 
publication of the Martin County Sentinel. 
In December, 1880, he moved to Jackson, 
where Burt W. was then publishing the 
Republic, and there Jonas G. Day remained 
until the time of his death which occurred 
April 29, 1887. A man of the strictest 
integrity, genial and well-informed, he left 
a wide circle of friends who sincerely 
mourned his death. 

Burt W. Day, whose name heads this arti- 
cle, received his education in the common 
schools of Hamilton, Webster and Emmet 
counties, Iowa, and in the winter of 1876 
taught a term of school in Emmet county. 
The following spring he went to Fairmont, 
Minn., where with his brother Frank A., he 
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became interested in the publication of the 
Martin County Sentinel. In December, 1880, 
he moved to Jackson, Minn., and became edi- 
tor and proprietor of the /tepublic, which 
he operated successfully for over six years. 
{n 1887, he purchased the Hutchinson Leader, 
the first issue under his administration bear- 
ing the date of July 22. At the same time 
he purchased the job office of J. B. Barber 
and consolidated the two. To this outfit he 
has added a power press with steam fixtures 
so that he now has one of the best equipped 
offices in this part. of the State. He has ma- 
terially increased the circulation of the paper 
since taking hold of it, and altered its ap- 
pearance much for the better. In political 
matters Mr. Day is a republican, and has 
always taken an active interest in the cam- 
paigns of his party. In January, 1884, he 
was appointed second assistant secretary of 
the State Senate, and in January, 1886, he 
was elected first assistant secretary of the 
same body. Tle is a thorough newspaper 
man, a pungent writerand a careful and suc- 
cessful business man. The whole Day family 
seem to drift naturally to the newspaper 
business as the three brothers are all editors 
and proprietors of successful and well-known 
papers. Harwood G. Day is proprietor of 
the Albert Lea Standard; Frank A. is pro- 
prietor of the Martin County Sentinel, and 
is the present State senator from his district ; 
and Burt W. is running the Leader. 

Burt W. Day and Miss Emma B. Ward, of 
Fairmont, Minn., were married: November 
19, 1881. 
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ON. AXEL H. REED, of Glencoe, Me- 
Leod Minn., was born in 


His father was Sampson Reed, who 
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was aprominent farmer and cattle drover, 
residing on the old homestead of his father, 
whose name was also Sampson and who was 
born in Merrimac, Mass., and moved from 
Groton, that State, to Hartford, Me., about 
the year 1775. His great-crandmother, on 
his father’s side, was Sally Ellis, nee Brad- 
ford, a great-granddaughter of Governor 
3radford, who came over in the Mayflower. 
His mother was Huldah Bisbee, daughter of 
Elisha Bisbee, who was born in Penbrook, 
Mass., and granddaughter of Charles Bisbee, 
born in East Bridgwater, Mass.. in 1726, 
who served in the Revolutionary War in the 
colonial army. 

The subject of this sketch lived upon the 
old homestead farm with his father until 
nineteen years of age, he being the youngest 
of a faiv.ily of seven children, when he struck 
out for the West to carve his own fortune, 
unaided and alone. His schooling was ob- 
tained at the district school of his native 
town, and at the South Paris Normal School. 

He first stopped at Rochester, N. Y., where 
he worked through the summer season of 
1855-56 at brick-making, also for a time in 
widening the Erie canal, attending school in 
the winter. In the fall of 1855 he worked 
ona farmat Rockford, IL, for Joel S.Shear- 
man. Anxious to reach Minnesota he re- 
fused a pleasant indoor winter job and took 
the last boat coming up the Mississippi 
river, and during that winter spent the 
time at St. Cloud and Clearwater, building 
claim shanties and splitting oak rails. 

In thespring of 1856 he went down to Min- 
neapolis, a village then of less than, 5,000 
inhabitants, to obtain work at brickmaking 
and there obtained a contract for making 
brick at Glencoe, for the newly organized 
“Glencoe Town Site Company.” He made 
his way on foot all the way from Minneap- 
olis through the “ Big Woods” to Glencoe 
before there was any public conveyance or 
even roads. He immediately started a brick- 
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yard and took up a pre-emption claim near 
the town site. From that time until 1861 
he was engaged in farming, brick-making 
and trapping furs. 

At the breaking out of the war he was 
among the first seven from McLeod county 
to volunteer, entering as a private in Com- 
pany Kk, Second Regiment Minnesota Volun- 
teer Infantry, being mustered in at Fort 
Snelling. He refused a first lieutenant’s 
commission which was offered him, he reply- 
ing that “he did not consider himself quali- 
fied for a private much less an officer, besides 
he proposed to go into aregiment that was 
likely to be called South and do some fight- 
ing.” He served in the Second Regiment, 
Minnesota Volunteer Infantry from its or- 
ganization to the end.of the war. He passed 
the grades of promotion of corporal, duty 
and orderly sergeant, sergeant major, second 
and first lieutenant, which rank he held 
when mustered out of service. He served as 
orderly sergeant of his company nearly two 
years and a half, and while in that capacity 
commanded his company in the storming of 
Missionary Ridge, near Chattanooga, Tenn., 
November 25, 1863, and at the head of his 
company, after passing over the enemy’s 
works at the top of the ridge, he received 
a wound from which he suffered the loss of 
his right arm. Te had up to this time been 
engaged in every march, skirmish or battle his 
regiment had engaged in, including Mill 
Spring, in Buell’s march to Pittsburg Land- 
ing in the siege and battles around Corinth, 
Miss., back in the noted “ Buell-Brage ” cam- 
paign to Louisville, Ky., and to Perryville, 
participating in that battle fought October 
9, 1862. 

After passing sixty days in hospital at 
Chattanooga, he so far recovered as to re- 
join his company and regiment, refusing his 
He served on as 
orderly sergeant until June, 1864, when he 
was promoted as sergeant major of his regi- 
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ment near Kenesaw Mountain, Ga., and 
served out his full three years as an en- 
listed man, then mustered in on a lieuten- 
ant’s commission. Up to this time he had 
served continually in the Second Minnesota 
Regiment under Col. I. P. Van Cleve, later 
general, and in the brigade of “ Robert L. 
McCook,” popularly known as “ Bob Me- 
Cook’s Brigade,” which won laurels at the 
battle of Mill Springs. He was near General 
McCook when he was killed by guerrillas 
in Northern Alabama in August, 1862. He 
also served in the noted Fourteenth Army 
Corps from its organization until the close 
of the war, so long commanded by that 
noble old Roman general, George H. Thomas, 
who, with his corps, won great distinction at 
Chickamauga, in which our subject partici- 
pated in the two days’ battle, September 19 
and 20, 1863. He was specially mentioned in 
‘general orders for meritorious conduct in 
the battles of Chickamauga and Missionary 
Ridge. 

After receiving his commission he par- 
ticipated in the capture of Atlanta, and in 
the campaign back aiter “ Hood’s Army ” 
to Rome, Ga., and then with Sherman from 
“ Atlanta to the Sea” at Savannah, then 
through the Carolinas to Washington, .D. C., 
when the war was virtually ended. Ife was 
here transferred to the command of a com- 
pany in the Twenty-third Missouri Infantry, 
but returned to his regiment at Louisville, 
Ky., came back to the State, and received 
his final muster-out from the United States 
service with his regiment July 18, 1865. 

He then came back to Glencoe, and in 
company with Capt. M. Thoeny, with whom 
he had served during the war, entered the 
mereantile business, which he has success- 
fully conducted ever since to this writing 
in 1888. 

In 1879 he helped lay out the town site 
of Bird Island, Renville county, and in com- 
pany with his brother-in-law, Joseph Rich- 


ardson, built a large store and grain elevator 
at that point, and conducted the mercantile 
and grain business there for five years. 

In 1881 he organized “ The First National 
Bank of Glencoe,” built a brick building for 
its business, and has been president of the 
institution ever since its organization. 

He has carried on farming and _ stock-rais- 
ing quite extensively, and is a breeder of 
thoroughbred Holstein cattle, and takes great 
pride in his farm operations. 

Ile has expended nearly $50,000 in build- 
ings in his own town in dwellings, store- 
buildings, a large steam elevator, brick bank- 
building, a three-story hotel, and a brick- 
block containing four stores and addition 
to hotel. 

In 1868 he was elected sergeant-at-arms 
of the Minnesota House of Representatives, 
and served two terms. In the fall of 1869 
was elected as representative for the coun- 
ties of McLeod, Wright, Meeker, Kandiyohi 
and Monongahalia, and served oneterm. By 
hard work he secured the building of the 
Hastings & Dakota Railroad to Glencoe, a 
point the company undertook to evade. He 
was instrumental in securing an appropri- 
ation of nearly 5,000 acres of land, lying 
in McLeod county, for the Stevens Semi- 
nary, a free institution of learning, of which 
he is president. 

In 1868 he received the appointment of 
deputy revenue collector for the counties of 
McLeod, Carver, Meeker, Kandiyohi, and 
Monongahalia, which office he held until he 
voluntarily resigned in 1870. 

In 1875 he was elected county cominis- 
sioner, and served as chairman of the board 
through the years 1877-78. Through his 
efforts the county commissioners erected a 
brick courthouse, without issuing a dollar in 


bonds. He was elected three vers in suc- 


‘cession as president of the village council 


and declined the fourth term. In 1886 he 
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Oe Bice creer NE a 
Republican nominatign for Congress, and 
again in 1888 came within three votes of 
being made the nominee. 

Mr. Reed is a man of iron will and con- 
stitution, and there is no harder worker in 
the State. Much of the busy season he 
works eighteen hours a day. Not only in 
Glencoe, but throughout McLeod and Ren- 
ville counties, is felt the hand of his energy 
and liberality. Nearly every church built 
in McLeod county has received a donation 
from him as. well as others in adjoining 
counties, regardless as to what denomination 
they belonged. No man was eyer more 
ready to aida public enterprise or the worthy 
who are in need. 

In politics Mr. Reed is ‘a republican, cast- 
ing his first presidental vote for Abraham 
Lincoln. In religious views he may be 
classed among the liberals. 

April 15, 1869, he married Miss Nettie H. 
Morrison, who was born in Bradford, N. H., 
December 13, 1848, and came to Minnesota 
with her parents when eleven years of age. 
Her father was Moses Morrison, of Brad- 
ford, N. H.; and her mother was Mary S. 
Morrison, nee Cressey, of the same_ place. 
Their marriage has been blessed with four 
children—Cora Lydia, was born September 
8, 1871; Nellie Antoinette was born No- 
vember 28, 1873, and died of scarlet fever 
at Bradford, N. H., October 4.1875; Axel 
Hayford, born April 15, 1876; Elisha Frank, 
born June 19, 1880, all born at Glencoe, 
Minn. | 
A portrait of Mr. Reed is presented in 
another department of this work. His in- 
defatigable energy, untiring zeal in every en- 
terprise calculated to benefit his town or 
county, generous liberality and his business 
ability and capacity have made him one of 
the best known men in this part of the 
State. A man of the strictest integrity, he 
justly ranks high among the prominent men 
of Minnesota. 
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ALVIN L. TODD, a prominent and 
highly respected citizen of Hutchin- 
son village, is a native of Essex county, 
Mass., born May 25, 1847, and a son of Cal- 
vin L. and Mary J. Todd, who were 
natives of Massachusetts. The father was 
killed by an accident while our subject was 
only two years of age, and for a time Calvin 
L., Jr., lived with friends of the family. He 
was then returned to his mother and at- 
tended school until seven, when he was 
placed with a relative and brought up on a 
farm. When he was only sixteen years old, 
on the 16th of July, 1863, he enlisted in 
Company F, Third Massachusetts Tleavy 
Artillery, and served until the close of the 
war. During the summer of 18638 and the 
following winter his company was stationed 
at Fort Independence and Long Island, but 
the following spring—of 1864—they were 
removed to Boston Harbor, where they were 
detailed to guard conscripts. From there 
they joined the Army of the Potomac, under 
Grant, and saw their first actual fighting 
when General Early made the attack on 
Washington. Our subject remained about 
the latter place, doing guard duty, until his 
discharge, and was on duty at the time 
President Lincoln was assassinated. After 
being mustered out of the service he returned 
to his former home in Rowley, Mass., where 
he remained until the spring of 1867, when, 
having heard glowing reports of this region 
from friends who had been here previous to 
the Indian outbreak, he started for the 
West. Ile arrived in McLeod county in 
March, 1867,and took a claim in [lutchinson 
township, but the first season worked in the 
saw-mill. In 1868 he moved to the farm 
and devoted his attention to its cultivation, 
Ie remained on the farm for several years, 
but since 1868 has not devoted much time to 
it as his attention has been chiefly occupied 
with mason work, and he has done about all 
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in the northwestern part of the county. 
He has made Hutchinson his home ever 
since he left the farm in 1870. He has taken 
active interest in all educational, township 
and village matters, and has held various 
local offices. He is a member of the Ma- 
sonic fraternity, having joined Temple Lodge 
in 1868, has filled all the offices in the lodge 
and has served as master in all about ten 
years, being the present incumbent. He is 
also a member of Glencoe Chapter, A. F. 
and A. M.; Hutchinson lodge, A. O. U. W.; 
and Frank M. Harrington post, G. A. R. 

Mr. Todd was married in 1871 to Mrs. 
James, formerly Miss Putnam. 
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ENRY LEMPHER, a successful and en- 
terprising farmer residing on section 
9, Bergen township, is a native of Hanover, 
Germany, born in 1834, and is a son of 
Henry and Helena Lempher. His parents 
both died in their nativeland. Henry in his 
youth served an apprenticeship of six years 
at shoemaking, and then for three years was 
emploved at his trade in Bremen. In 1856 
he came to the United States, landing at 
New York in July, and after a stay of three 
weeks in Chicago, finally arrived.at Belle 
Plain, Minn., where he worked on a farm. 
The following summer he was employed in 
St. Paul at his trade, and then returned to 
Belle Plain, where, in 1858, he entered eighty 
acres of government land. During the In- 
dian outbreak they were considerably 
alarmed, and went to the adjoining village 
for a short time. Ile went to New Ulm and 
enlisted for service, but was rejected on ac- 
count of physical disability, inuch to his re- 
gret, as he was anxious to go to the front. 
In 1876 he came to MeLeod county and lo- 
cated in Bergen township, where he has since 
lived. He has a neat residence on an ele- 


vated site overlooking Crow river, and has a 
very comfortable home. 

Mr. Lempher was first married in 1867, to 
Sophia Keloe, but they lived together only 
about eighteen months. They had one 
child. In 1869 our subject was married to 
Paulina Weindolph. She died in 1871, hay- 
ing borne him one child, Elizabeth, who now 
lives at home. On the 1st of October, 1874, 
our subject was wedded to his present wife, 
Amelia Town. They have been blessed with 
eight children, as follows: Sophia, Amelia 
(deceased), Caroline, Henry (deceased), Hen- 
ry, Charles, Emma and Julius. 

The family are members of the Lutheran 
church. 
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OSEPH J. BRECHET, the largest dealer 

in general merchandise in Glencoe, is a 
self-made man in the fullest sense of the 
word as he started in life but a few years ago 
with comparatively nothing and is to-day 
one of the heaviest merchants in this section 
of the State. 

Mr. Brechet is a native of Buffalo, N. Y., 
and first saw the hight March 15,1861. His 
parents, Joseph and Julia (Petters), were 
natives of Berne and Morat, Switzerland, re- 
spectively, and were born, the father in 1826 
and the mother in 1833. They came to the 
United States in the spring of 1859, and set- 
tled in Buffalo, and remained residents of the 
“Empire State” until 1867. In .that vear 
they removed to Minneapolis, Minn., and 
some four or five years later to MeLeod 
county. [ere the father went into the hoop 
pole business, but has since retired from the 
active cares of life, and makes his home, 
with his wife and family, with the subject of 
this sketch. 

Joseph, the gentleman of whom we write, 
remained with his parents until he had 
reached. the of seventeen up 
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to which time his educational advantages 
had been very limited. He then went to 
Connorsville, Wis., where he worked for his 
board and attended school for one winter 
and during the same time earned some 
£33 by his industry. The next summer, 
returning to this county, he worked on a 
farm, but in the fall entered the store of 
Patrick Welch, in Glencoe, with whom he 
remained about six months, when he was 
employed by C. T. Buchanan, of the same 
place, at an advanced salary. Here he re- 
mained a fixture for three years, after which 


he went to Devil’s Lake, Dak., where he™ 


purchased the second Jot sold in that village 
and erected the second store building in the 
place, hauling the lumber some twenty-five 
miles. His stock of groceries and provisions 
had to be hauled by team the same distance 
until the railroad reached that place. He 
remained in trade at that point until that 
fall, when he sold out and returned to Me 
Leod county. He then entered into. the 
hoop-pole business and continued in that line 
in this State and in Towa for some years, af- 
ter which he returned to Glencoe and bought 
out his former employer, Buchanan, for $15,- 
000, since which time he has been engaged in 
the mercantile trade here. In 1883 he at- 
tended Curtis’ business college, in Minneap- 
olis, and is thus fully grounded in all the 
principles of trade. He carries a stock that 
Will invoice from $25,000 to $35,000 and 
which is complete in all respects. He owns 
a fine home in the village, and his parents, 
brothers and sisters are making their home 


with him. 

LUND, a prosperous and energetic 
farmer living on section 18, in the 

town of (South) Hutchinson, was born in 

Denmark, March 28, 1852, and is the son of 

Nels and Maren (Christensen) Lund, who 


GDI He 


were natives of the same kingdom. He was 
reared and educated in the schools of that 
favored land, and made his home there until 
1884, when, realizing the difficulty of rising 
in the over-crowded Europe, he bade fare- 
well to the home of his fathers and crossed 
the stormy Atlantic to find in the New 
World the fortune beyond his grasp at home. 
Landing at the port of New York he came 
directly west, and after a short stay in St. 
Paul made his appearance in McLeod county. 
Here he found work as a farm laborer, and 
for a year was thus employed and in learning 
the language and our ways. At the end of 
that time he bought the farm where he now 
lives, and since that time has been connected 
with the general farming and _ stock-raising 
business. He was a tinner by trade, and was 
engaged in mercantile pursuits in the old 
country. In his youth he had every advan- 
tage in the way of educational facilities and 
received a classic course. 

Mr. Lund was married July 14, 1882, to 
Miss Gunder Mariane Bodil Kirstine Nielson, 
and they are the parents of four children— 
Martha, Niels Jul and two deceased. Heand 
his wife are members of the Lutheran church 
and are excellent Christian people. In his 
political views he coincides with the demo- 
cratic party, seeing in its principles the germ 
of popular liberty and the preservation of our 
country. Although a late comer in this com- 
munity, he is rapidly coming to the front 
in the estimation of the people. 
is marked and the business tact 
the management of his place 


and growing 
Tlis industry 
displayed in 
remarkable. 


ENJAMIN M. RECORDS, one of the 
prominent and representative citi- 
zens of the village of Hutchinson, is a native 
of Cochrantown,Crawford county, Penn.,born 
February 9,1832, and is the son of Alexander, 


oo mos 
suve oi. aligns eaenaadiniaes Gee 


sul? Yo eloorlsa ols oi betmunho bax. hoveat 


Liss o39d3 omtod zid-obgey, ets baal bisovad} aid nity arise 


giiait to ysluotiih ads grisiliw: ody £280° 


ict obad od sqewsd behwom-myn of? ai | ono bons omit: ones 


Lower bow atabial ail te grnod olf o7 flow 
wow old ni bait o) okiaub yortote say 
entod tn qaery aid ferenkounte? od) bio W 


ou ed Hot we% Yo Mop ot tn anibaed, 


JZ ni vase diode @ tole bre derw yimotib 
Linton hoo lelé wi eee noden 24 oben fas 
ban sovodel orinh s ae dow bret od ove 
printer at hag Devatqnio cud ene seoy 6 10} 
lo bes of) JA auny so henpaphirgaal odd 


von on swoon dda nhaped sil wos) tedd -| 


Iwinenion doad accel sent! tad? conta bute povil 
an teipt-tdeote bas ities le Monee oy ddiw 
env has shad vd wutit nen oll avontend 


- bit of2 mi atinetsq olitioner ni bourne | 


‘ube yore bad ad tue etl wl. ortiewos 
bua asitilion) [anoitnanhs to rew ail) oF oQue 
aeiiop-oimanks & beriongs 

Yiu, betemes aw bowl al 
Hous A oniiaiaithotl onniwelh robes) ill 
~tothlile sol to ataowny old ote vol! hoe 
hire slf bsensosh ov beets fas alsit deltall 


o} 26af AT 


aay 


thrtado ttiziorl wt odd lo eredmen orn oliw aid | 


ei nl .slyooy anitziul’) inollooxs cea bas 
oineh ot diiw ashiowioa od awn lasitilog 
itive, ol eolqioning ati ni-gniosa ping oii 
16 le HoOAriszoty ot ban yriedil awluqed Ww 
moo vith ai tontootigl adgvedtlA waa 
inc elt oF yaiones “lbiqnt et od peitawen 
ales ot Io woitemitzs olf oi yainvony him 
Jont exotiand silt fae Jehincr ei pabot abl 
Me barseersnntits odd ni howshyaib 

Ald imbianist 


Content | 


ot, ly mw 2080038 mM nleALAa iT 
DY vrilatinevners bun Inonineng  € 
Oviion 4 4 themwidoily Joerguitiy oil Yo anax 
tryed ene T eos, 
vehunaihtenan ads apenas 


“whee sexo aga 


‘ 


o} - 
-toinin ono st loorlon b 


ote dxom alt. 
a no behovw. ind epee eid? 03 gai 
‘to stot oft bettas ' Hel od. | 
od «sodw diiw soonslh ak 
enw edt nore addaoin xie-d » bani 
| gming ont to pnastadloytl Dyas borealiga 
oi! od! oH | wisice “heones hia . 
| dotdw vate einoy sor sGh sal ine 
ot Mody dal jolal alive « 
evalliv tad’ at blow Jol bnoase ac 
| add ai gaiblind ovole hnosee old hats 
| ovi-yinewd etuoe todmmul ii 


| anolaivend birm 20ia0079 lo dota wi 
sonmiah omaa old mind WW. bolas ae 
| off .oonly tad? bodonet & a Mf 
| god Tian deidey inet Qe stint; i 
| olf of froiriten binw ino Dlow SAP a 
elt oti Werstng mony eH 
my no i 
haps i 
degre 


oe a ue 


| onil dadd a honaitaes bre sielilenh ih 
. ls 21997, ening 102 awol ni hae s 

| tdyued hbarodonsl of hawiniet : 
018 of anadontl Seti . 

| at bygegns tosd elif od einid d 
| tn od BeAr nT orod bund 9 
| «peeuntll ai agslica | ‘eront 
| ola Ite nbs hoboncrg yflst aud 
| tat! dots a Roitine OFT “abi 
| han 600,868 %) 000,083 

| eine oll ths is 5 it 


eke pat oe » 


hee * 


af 


[fe 
oy ae ‘ 4 


oldie 
oli ¢ 
om nod 


mp ing eee 


650 


and Sarah Ann (Adams) Records. His 
younger years were spent upon a farm where 
he lived with his parents until he had attained 
the age of eighteen years, when he com- 
menced to learn the carpenter's trade. After 
serving his time he: remoyed to Jonesville 
and Columbus, Ind.,where he engaged in build- 
ing and contracting. In 1855 he came to 
Minnesota,arriving at St. Paul, May 27th. He 
remained in that city that season but in the 
fall went to Shakopee. 

November 17, 1855, he started out to look 
up a farm and found the object of his search 
near Shakopee. In the company were some 
six families and all settled together, taking 
upadjoining claims. After deciding on the 
location, he at once put up a log cabin, in 
which he moved his young wife. This being 
settled he engaged at his tirade in the 
wilds of Scott county, taking contracts for 
.the erection of log houses for the settlers. 
He remained on this farm for some nine 
years, although most of his time was spent 
in carpentering, there being a great demand 
for his services. 

But the quiet current of his home life was 
fated to be broken and the general govern- 
ment, having need of all its forces to quell 
the Rebellion, on the 15th of August, 1862, 
Mr. Records enlisted in Company I, Ninth 
Minnesota Infantry and was mustered into 
the service at Fort Snelling. He was with 
the regiment at Fort-Ridgeley for about a 
year, and he was then sent to St. Paul 
to act as provost guard, where he remained 
until the fall of 1868, when he was sent to 
Jefferson City, Mo. The following winter he 
was discharged on account of disability and 
returned to Columbus, Ind., whither his fam- 
ily had gone. He stayed there until the 
spring of 1864, when he came back to Scott 
county. He made his home on the farm then, 
until he removed to Hutchinson in 1867. 

Heat once resumed his old trade here and 
has followed it ever since. Ie has been en- 
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gaged in some of the largest contracts in the 
county,notably,the Ilutchinson High School, 
for which he was paid $15,000. Many of the 
best buildings of the village are the result of 
his work. 

Mr. Records was married January 27, 1855, 
to Miss Alvina Gilkey. Tis wife is a zealous 
member of the Congregational church. Mr. 
Records has always taken an active interest 
in every enterprise calculated to benefit the 
locality in which he lives, and is one of the 
most highly respected citizens of the north- 
western part of the county. Heisa member 
of the Masonic fraternity. 
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pee JOHNSON, an. enterprising and 
=J prominent farmer of the town of Der- 
gen, living on section 29, is one of the oldest 
settlers of this county. He came to Mc- 
Leod county, Minn., April 11, 1856, and was 
employed in carpentering in the village of 
Glencoe all that summer. In the fall he went 
South and spent the winter at New Orleans, 
and returned to this State in the spring. He 
made his residence in St. Paul that summer, 
and when the autumn had come again went 
South. He traveled around that part of the 
country considerably, but in the spring of 
1858 he returned to this county and bought 
160 acres of land on section 15, in Bergen, 
and put upa house. Here he resided. until 
September 16, 1861, when he enlisted in Com- 
pany B, Fourth Minnesota Infantry, and went 
forward tothe front. He participated in the 
battle of Shiloh, that bloody field ‘ where 
such deeds of eternal fame were done,” and 
in the hotly-contested fights at Iuka and 
Corinth. He was discharged in August, 15+, 
and returned home, where he remained wntil 
October, 1864, when he re-enlisted in Company 
I, Second Minnesota Infantry, and served 
with that gallant regiment until the close of 
the war. Ile was mustered out in 1865 and 
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came back to his farm, where he has lived 
ever since, He has a fine place of some 300 
acres of land, in all, and is one of the lead- 
inv citizens of the township in which he 
lives, 

Mr. Johnson is a native of Norway, born 
in Bergen, September 17, 1833, and is the 
son of John R. Jobnson. He came to the 
Vnited States in 18538, and located in Grant 
county, Wis., where he remained until 1856. 
He was married, October 6, 1860, to Miss 
Bertha Johnson, who was born October 9, 
1843, and is the daughter of Elling Johnson. 
They have five children living — John 
E., Hattia O., Emma M., Christina M. and 
Henry W. Mr. Johnson is one of the repre- 
sentative men of the town, and has held the 
oltices of supervisor and school director. He 
is one of the early settlers of the county, as 
are the family of his wife, her mother being 
the first to die in the town, her death taking 
place in 1859. Her father died in 1882. 


“ss HARLES L. ILETT, one of the promi- 
“.y nent citizens of the village of Brown- 
ton, came to McLeod county, Minn, in 1865, 
and settled on section 19, Sumter township, 
where he lived one year. He then removed 
to section 5, of the town of Penn, and in that 
locality made his home until the year 1882, 
when he came to the place where he now re- 
sides. He is engaged at the mason’s trade, 
tinploying five or six men, and also attends 
tothe duties of the office of justwe of the 
peace. He has held several other official 
positions, chief among which is that of county 
‘ommissioner, Which he has occupied since 
Iss4, 

Mr. Hett was born in Tioga county, N. Y., 
October 26, 1839, and is the son of John and 
lvidia JJ. (Davis) Nett. He was brought to 
Wisconsin by his parents in 1843, and was 
reared in the county of Fond du Lae until he 
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was some twelve vears old. The family then 
came to Minnesota and settled in Dodge 
county, but two years later removed to Le 
Sueur county. The father of our subject 
was a farmer and stock-raiser and a promi- 
nent man in. the community in which he 
lived. He was the parent of the following 
children—Charles L., John, Mary L., Thea 
(deceased); Helen Elizabeth and Eliza (de- 
ceased). 

The subject of this personal history, 
Charles L., received the elements of a good 
common school education in Fond du Lac 
county, Wis., and on the completion of his 
eighteenth year learned the mason’s trade in 
Dodge county and followed that business 
until February 10,1865, when he enlisted in 
the First Minnesota Heavy Artillery, and 
served until the regiment mustered out of 
the service, September 27, 1865. 

Mr. [lett was united in marriage Novem- 
ber 15, 1860, with Miss Melissa McRoberts, 
who died in December, 1866. By this mar- 
riage he had one child, Katie, who died in 
infancy. January 16, 1869, he again entered 
the marriage state, wedding Miss Carrie C. 
Bardwell, a native of Pennsylvania. Two 
children are the result of this union—Grace 
E., born March 16, 1872, and John G., ude- 
ceased. Mr. Ilett is a republican in his poli- 
tics and socially belongs to the Odd Fellows 
and Grand Army of the Republic. THe has 
taken a prominent part in all public matters, 
and his name is indissolubly connected with 
the official history of the locality in which 
he lives. 


with 


DLOUHY, who, in company 

oN John Tolushek, erected and is oper- 
ating the Silver Lake Steam Flouring Mill, 
is a native of Bohemia. He was born April 
16, 1842, and is the son of Acton Dlouhy. 
His father was a miller in the old country, 
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and when our subject was old enough he | of Penn, where he has some 510 acres of 


was put to work in the mill, and thus prac- 
tically learned the business. As he grew 
older he appreciated the fact that in the 
overcrowded states of Europe there was but 
little chance for a man to rise in the world, 
so, with the view to the betterment of his 
fortune, he left his native land in 1870, and 
on hisarrival in this country located at Ra- 
cine, Wis., and was there employed in a 
trunk factory,in a planing mill and at car- 
pentering until 1881, when he came to Min- 
nesota, and worked at the carpenter’s trade 
at Glencoe that summer. The following 
winter he was employed in the New Auburn 
flouring-mill, and purchasing a residence in 
that village, made it his home for five vears. 
In 1886 he sold his property, and buying a 
farm near Stewart, was engaged in tilling the 
soil for one year. The following year he 
came to Silver Lake, and, in partnership with 
John Tolushek, put up and equipped the fine 
steam flouring-mill which they still own and 
operate. This institution is 30x50 fect in 
size in the main part, with an engine-room 
20x30, and is three stories in height. Jt is 
equipped with four double sets of rolls and 
all the necessary other machinery, and has 
a daily capacity of fifty barrels, and they 
are doing a large and lucrative business, as 
they understand their trade and turn out 
an excellent article. 

Mr. Dlouhy was married February 26, 


1865, to Miss Anna Hlinovshi, a native of 


Bohemia also. By their union there have 
been born six children. The family are mem- 
bers of the Catholic church, and he is a dem- 
ocrat in his polities. : 
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ILEY C. DWINNELL, one of the larg- 
eS) est land owners and most extensive 
stock and dairy farmers of the county, has 
his fine farm on sections 2 and3, of the town 


land. He is giving a large share of his at- 
tention to fine stock and a large proportion 
of his herd of cattle are Durham erades. 
The horses on the place, some twelve or 
fifteen head, are largely Norman. He came 
to this county in September, 1864, and settled 
where he now lives and has made all the im- 
provements thereon. 

Mr. Dwinnell was born in St. Lawrence 
county, N. Y., November 17, 1837, and is the 
son of Cyrus and Polly (Gilman) Dwinnell. 
His parents were natives of Vermont, where 
they were married, after which they moved 
to New York. Later the family removed to 
Sheboygan county, Wis, where the father of 
our subject’ died of cholera, leaving a wife 
and five children. Our subject was reared 
in the “ Badger State” and there received 
his education in the common schools. On 
the 18th of April, 1861, in response to the 
first call for troops, he enlisted in the Fourth 
Wisconsin Infantry, and served with that 
regiment until discharged, in December, 1862, 
Returning to his home in Wisconsin, he en- 
gaged in farming, a calling that he has fol- 
lowed ever since. Previous to lis entering 
the service he had been engaged in railroad 
work and had served for two years in-the 
state prison as guard, : 

In 1864 Mr. Dwinnell removed to this 
county and commenced the improvements. 
In 1866 he returned to his native State. and 
in St. Lawrence county, where he was born, 
he was united in marriage, with. Miss Mary 
Merchant, a native of that county. By this 
union there is one child, Grant, now at home, 
agraduate of the academy at Dixon, Il. 
Two children have gone before, dying in 
their infaney. In his polities Mr. Dwinnell 
is a republican and isa representative mun 
of the town. Heisa member of the G. A. R. 
He has great interest inall edueational work, 
and is the present clerk of his school lis- 
trict. 
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among those industrious citizens of alien 
birth who have been so successful in life since 
coming to the New World is the subject of 
this personal history, who is a resident of the 
town of Lynn. When his parents came to 
this country they were very poor, but by 
their industrious habits and native economy, 
they have lifted themselves into comfortable 
circumstances. 

Julius was born in Prussia, July 27, 1854, 
and is the son of Ludwig and Louise (Keene) 
Brokenhagen, who were natives of that 
country. When he was but five vears of age 
he was brought to the United States by his 
parents and settled in Racine county, Wis., 
near Burlington, where the father rented a 
farm and tilled it for two years. Aftersome 
time they came to this part of Minnesota, 
and then took up a homestead on section 8, 


ww 


Lynn township, where they have made their 


home ever since. 

The subject of this sketch has always 
lived with his parents and they now make 
their home with him. He was married, April 
2, 1880, to Miss Augusta Iredericks, a native 
of Prussia, and the daughter of Gottleib and 
Minnie Fredericks. She was born February 
20, 1860, and came to this country with her 
parents in 1867. The latter settled in Ren- 
ville county, this State, at that time, and 
still inakes their home there. 

By this marriage there have been born a 
family of four children, as follows — Louise, 
who was born March 13, 1881; Louis, whose 
birth took place March 15, 1883 ; Lena, born 
September 20, 1886, and died November 24, 
Iss6; and Lydia, whose birth took place 
December 7, 1887, and who was taken away 
by death, February 11, 1887. 

Mr. Brokenhagen now owns some 340 
ueres of land, 150 acres of which he has un- 
der cultivation. Tle has a fine residence, 
Which is well furnished. He has, also, a 
large and handsome barn and other out- 


ULIUS BROKENHAGEN. Prominent | buildings and the place evinces the taste, care 


and enterprise of the owner. 


pare F. BAKER, one of the early set- 
lf tlers of the town of Winsted, where 
he still resides on section 2, an ideal pio- 
neer and frontiersman, is a leading and 
influential member of the farming commu- 
nity of McLeod county. He is a native of ~ 
Cayuga county, N. Y., and first saw the 
light September 12, 1832. He is the 
of Thomas and Freelove (Fuller) Baker, 
former of whom was captured during the 
Canadian rebellion and banished by the 
British government to Van Dieman’s land 
and never returned. 

The subject of this narrative was reared 
upon a dairy farm and received but little ad- 
vantages of an educational nature in his 
youth. At the age of eighteen years he 
commenced boating on the Erie canal and 
followed that kind of life for four years, and 
then went to Ohio. There he was engaged 
in shingle making and in the coopering 
business for about two years. January 1, 
1852, he married Miss Sarah Barton in Cay-. 
uga county, N. Y., and in 1854 moved 
to Pennsylvania and ran a saw-mill for a 
period of two years. In 1856 he came to 
Minnesota and settled on section 10,Winsted, 
and lived on his claim three years. From 
there he removed to Wright county, where 
he located on a homestead, and when he 


son 
the 


perfected the title sold it, and returned to 


this county, and settled on a farm that he 
bought. This he afterward traded for the 
hotel: property in the village of Winsted and 
earried on that business for three years, and 
then disposed of it for his present farm. 
When he first came to the State he and 
James Baird followed hunting and trapping 
for a living and were very successful. 
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July 4, 1877, our subject had the misfor- 
tune to lose his wife by death, and was left 
with seven children — Alice, Eugene, Emma, 
Anna, Ellsworth, Sarah and Nettie. All 
of them are living at home except Anna, 
who is the wife of F. C. Miller, of Winsted. 
Mr. Baker is a democrat in his politics, and 
a most excellent citizen in all respects. 


OSEPH YULY, the enterprising proprie- 
tor of the meat market of the village of 
Brownton, came to this county and to this 
place May 4, 1888, and opened his present 
stand. He is a native of Chicago, Ill., and 
was born May 4, 1847. His parents, John 
and Gertrude (Warner) Yuly, were born in 
Germany, were there married and came to 
the United States in 1846. The father was 
engaged in the brewing business until com- 
ng to this country but on his arrival in 
iChicago went to work in one of the round 
houses in that city. In 1856 the family 
moved to Carver county, Minn. They are 
now residents of Douglas county. They bad 
the following children—Joseph, Andrew, 
Mary, Sophia, John, Lewis and Gertrude. 
The subject of this sketch moved to Meeker 
county, this State, in 1867, and locating near 
the village of Dassel, made his home there 
until coming here as above mentioned. He 
received the elements of his education in the 
schools of Chicago, and after finishing his 
studies adopted farming as an occupation, 
and followed that vocation until the establish- 
ment of his present business. August, 22, 
1864, he enlisted in the Ninth Minnesota 
Infantry, and served in that regiment dur- 
ing the battle of Nashville, December 15 and 
16, 1864. In that bloody fray he was badly 
wounded and was in the hospital until the 
following July. Ue was mustered out of 
the service and discharged in 1865, and 
returned to his home. 
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Mr. Yuly was united. in marriage, April 
18,1867, with Miss Eliza Jane Guin, a native 
of Ohio and the daughter of Amos Guin. 
They are the happy parents of five children, 
as follows—Mark Burlington, Elma Magda- 
lena, Nancy Gertrude, Joseph Hurlburt and 


Leona Florence. All the children are at 
home except Nancy Gertude, who is attend- 


ing school at Shakopee. 
Mr. Yuly is a member of the republican 
1 > . 
party and of the Grand Army of the Republic. 
Both he and his estimable wife are closely 
connected with the Roman Catholie chureh 
and are excellent Christian people. 
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ARL WIEDEWITSCH, a leading and 
influential farmer of the town of Rich 
859 and 


She 
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PNEN 
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Valley, came to McLeod county in 1 
made a settlement on the place where he 
now resides. Helhasa fine farm of some 130 
acres of rich and fertile land, which is well 
improved and well stocked. For five years 
during his residence in the county he lived 
at Glencoe, where he was engaged in the 
saloon business and then returned to the farm 
where he has since lived. He was born in 
Prussia, Germany, March 11, 1831, and is 
the son of John and Sophia Wiedewitsch. 
His father died when our subject was a boy 
of but five but he managed to 
land of hus 


years of age 


acquire a ood education in the 
birth, going to school and working on the 


farm until he was fourteen years old. At 
that time the widowed mother, with her 
little family of four children, emigrated from 
the “fatherland,” and coming to this coun- 
trv, after landing at New York, settled in 
county, Wis. Here the children, 
Frederick, Lenrietta, August, Wilhelmina 
and Carl, grew to maturity. 
Starting out in life on his own account, 

1859, the subject of this sketch came to ie 
county and here, October 22, 1862, he was 
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married but his wife died in 1865, from the 
effects of a shot that she received from the 
hands of an Indian one Sunday afternoon in 
August, 1863. Mr. Wiedewitsch was shot 
down with two balls in his hip and one in his 
arm, and Jay unconscious for some hours. 
Charles Zanke, being at the place during the 
time, made his escape and spread the alarm 
and brought help from Glencoe, where our 
subject was carried and had his arm ampu- 
tated in the Congregational church. His 
wife left two children. 

Mr. Wiedewitsch was again married May 
6, 1866, to Miss Lydia Sumner, who died in 
Rich Valley April 5, 1880, leaving seven 
children. His third wife was Miss Louisa 
Laymond, a native of Prussia, reared and 
educated there. She was born September 
16, 1837. ee 

In his politics Mr. Wiedewitsch is a stanch 
democrat and a sturdy supporter of the prin- 
ciples of that party. He has filled several of 
the town offices, among them that of super- 
visor, and is one of the representative men of 
the county. He isa member of the Lutheran 
church and a consistent Christian gentleman. 
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eee E. GLIDDEN, a leading and 
prosperous citizen of (South) THuteh- 


inson township, is engaged in carrying on 
farming operations upon section 28, where 
he resides. He has some 160 acres of choice 
land which are well under cultivation, and his 
improvements are neat and tasty. 

Mr. Glidden was born im the town of 
Gilmington, Stafford county, N. HL, May 
24, 1832, and is the son Charles and 
Mary Glidden. Both of his parents were 
“native and to the manor born” among the 
granite hills of that State. When he was 
about four years of age the family removed 
to Boston, Mass., and he resided there for 
some five or six years. About 1842 they 


of 


migrated to the great West, and located at 
Milwaukee, Wis., and there made their home 
until in 1558, when they came to Minnesota 
and settled at Northfield. 

Our subject did not come to this State 
until two years later, 1860, when he rented a 
farm in Rice county, and was employed in 
farming there for three years. He then re- 
moved to Hutchinson and ran a threshing 
machine through the country. 

February 11, 1865, he enlisted in Company 
I, First Minnesota Heavy Artillery, and was 
stationed at Chattanooga until discharged 
July 18th, the same year. Returning to 
Northfield, he dealt in horses and ran the 
thresher and resided there until 1868,when he 
removed to this county. He has owned sey- 
eral different pieces of land at various times, 
purchasing his present residence in 1885. 

Mr. Glidden was married August 12, 1854, 
to Miss Lucy Adelia Persons, a native of 
Vermont, and daughter of Loring and Jan- 
nette M. (IIlutton) Persons, the former a 
native of Massachusetts, the latter of New 
York State. By this union there have been 
two children—Mary J. and Charles L. Mary 
was married in 1871 to Ira L. Gleason, now 
a resident of Meeker county, Minn. By this 
union there are six children—three sons and 
three daughters. Charles was married in 1381 
to Prudence E. Workman. Te is engaged in 
farming with his father. 
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ENRY ENERSON, one of the leading 
farmers of Bergen township, and the 
present assessor of that precinct, is a native 
of Norway, and is the son of Peter and 
Carrie (Olson) Enerson. The family came 
to this country in 1861, when Ilenry was 
but seven years of age, and settled in 
Goodhue county, this State, where they 
lived four years, and then came to MeLeod 
county. His father was a farmer in the old 
country, and followed that calling alter 
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coming to the New World. The latter was 
born in Norway, January 2, 1820, and died 


in 1885. He was a prominent man here and 
was actively identified with the growth and 


development of the town. The mother of 
the family was born in 1824, and is. still 
living. They had nine children—Fnert, 
John, Matilda, Helen, Anna, Carrie, Ole, 
Henry and Mary. 

The education of our subject was acquired 
in this county, and he began in early life to 
assist in tilling the home farm. This avoca- 
tion he has followed nearly all his life and 
has made a success of his endeavors. He 
remained with his parents until he was some 
twenty-six years of age, when he was mar- 
ried and set up a home of his own. January 
2, 1880, he led to the marriage altar Miss 
Sarah Johnson, a native of Bergen township, 
who was the second girl born in that pre- 
cinct, her brother, Thomas, being the first 
white child born in the town. She is the 
daughter of Christian Johnson, an early set- 
tler of this county. 

Mr. and Mrs. Enerson have a family of 
four bright and interesting children, whose 
names are as follows—Josephine, Clara, 
Peter, Oscar and Christian Theodore. The 
family are members of the Evangelical Luth- 
eran church and are active in all religious 
work. Our subject is a strong adherent of 
the principles of the anti-monopoly move- 
ment and is independent in politics. He 
was elected to the office of assessor in 1884 
and held that position for one year, and was 
again chosen to fill that place in the spring 
of 1888. He also held the office of town 
supervisor in 1883 and in 187. . 
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EORGE EBLING, the leading mer- 

chant of the village of Brownton, and 
one of its most enterprising business men, 
came to that place in 1885 and bought out the 


stock and good will of A. I’. Neitzel, a dealer 
in general merchandise, and since that time 
he has occupied an important position in the 
mercantile circles of the village. He was 
born in Hesse Darmstadt, Germany, Decem- 
ber 25, 1836, and is the son of Henry and 
Sybilla (Mantz) Ebling. In 1843 he was 
brought to the United States by his parents, 
who, after landing at the port of New York, 
came West and settled near Washington, 
Richfield county, Wis., on a farm. 

The subject of this sketch was reared in 
the “ Badger State,” and there received the 
elements of his education and lived until 
1860, when he went to Missouri to attend 
the Lutheran seminary and finish his educa- 
tion. Hewas graduated from that institution . 
and ordained to the ministry in 1865, and 
was a vigilant watchman upon the walls of 
Zion until coming to the village of Brown- 
ton. He labored in the vineyard of the Lord 
in Indiana until 1867, and then was trans- 
ferred to the Evangelical Lutheran church at 
Germantown, Wis., where he ministered to 


‘atednd 


the spiritual wants of that fold until 1875. 


He has also labored in spreading the gospel 
in Hutchinson, this county; in Columbia 
county, Wis.; at Plymouth, in the latter 
State, and at other points. For -twenty 
years he preached the Word, but failing 
health caused him to give it up for the time 
being, and he now devotes his energies to his 
present business. 

Mr. Ebling was married December §, 
1869, to Mrs. Christine Schneider, the widow 
of J. Schneider. She was born in Washing- 
ton county, Wis., and received a liberal edu- 
cation in that locality. By this union there 
have been born a family of nine children, who 
bear the following names— Richard b., 
Amandus F., Gerson P. S., Mary A. B., 
Adaline L., Laura S., Perpetua H., Etta I. 
and Lydia. My. Ebling is a prohibitionist in 
his politics as well as in belief, and a worthy 
and zealous Christian gentleman, 
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/N{_ Rich Valley, and one of its earliest 
settlers, caine to this county in 1858 and filed 
a precémption claim to 160 acres on section 9, 
and there, after building himself a log cabin, 
resided for a year and a half, and then 
abandoning it, removed to section 7, where 
he now lives. Here he made all the improve- 
ments. His first house on this farm, a log 
cabin, was used as a fort during the Indian 
troubles, five families taking refuge therein. 

Mr. Kasper is a native of Bohemia, born 
in 1816, and is the son of Wencl and Mary 
(Mares) Kasper. He was the youngest of the 
family and was reared and educated in the 
land of his birth. In 1854, with a view to 
better his fortune, he left the home of his 
fathers and crossed the ocean to America. 
From New York, where he landed, lie made 
his way to Wisconsin, where he was engaged 
in labor of various kinds. Four years he re- 
mained there and then, incompany with sev- 
eral families, came here as mentioned. Here 
he has made his home ever since and been 
highly successful in surrounding himself with 
a fine property. 

Mr. Kasper was married in 1841, to Miss 
Catherine Drahos, who is the mother of seven 
living children—John, Anton, Mary, Frank, 
Annie, Joseph and George. They have lost 
two girls, both bearing the name of Fannie. 

In his politics our subject 1s a democrat, 
but has retired to a great extent from med- 
dling in business and polities, calmly enjoying 
the fruits of a well-spent life. 

Joseph Kasper, who was born January 31, 
1860, is the first child of Bohemian parent- 
ave born in the county, his father being the 
first settler of that nationality. Ife is carry- 
ing on the home farm with his brother 
George and is a practical farmer. Last year 
he was engaged in buying wheat at Silver 
Lake, for C. E. Lindberg & Co. George, an 
educated, well-posted and intelligent young 
an, was educated in the schools of this his 


“whose birth took place May 2, 1887. 
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county, and finished at the Stevens 
Seminary. The brothers have a fine farm 
of some 200 acres and it shows by its appear- 
ance that they know their business, 


GBI 


SyEMUEL H. DILLEY, who is engaged in 


the purchase of wheat in the village 
of Grownton, came to that place in the fall 
of 1886, from Farmington, this State, and 
since that time has been buying grain for E. 
T. Archibold & Co., of Dundas, Minn. Ile 
was born in Columbus, Ohio, May 3, 1857, 
and is the son of Perry A.and Harriet (Bur- 
son) Dilley, natives of Ohio and Virginia, 
respectively. His parents came to Minne- 
sota in 1858, and for ten years made their 
home in Rice county, but afterward re- 
moved to Dakota county, where they now 
reside. His father is a farmer and mason, 
and is a prominent citizen of that part of 
the State. He is the parent of eight chil- 


dren — Susan, Rachel, Ephraim, Jolin, 
Harriet, William, Lemuel and James (de- 
ceased). 


The school days of our subject were spent . 
at Castle Rock, Dakota county, he having 
unusual facilities afforded him for acquiring 
knowledge. and he was some twenty years 
old ere he had finished his course. Tor a 
few years he then engaged in agricultural 
pursuits, but in 1882 commenced his career 
in the grain trade, entering the employ of G. 
W. Eble, of Faribault, this State, and was 
sent to Renville to transact business. One 
year later he contracted his services to FE. T. 
Archibold & Co., for whom he bought wheat 
at Hector and at Farmington. After spend- 
ing soine two years and a half at the latter 
place he came here. 

Mr. Dilley wedded Miss Maud A. Rand, 
August 11, 1883, at Paribault,Minn., and they 
are the parents of one child, Maud Evelyn, 
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wife is a native of Nova Scotia, born Decem- 
ber 5, 1862, and is the daughter of Guy 
Rand and wife. She attended school at 
Faribault, where her parents had moved. 
Mr. Dilley is a prohibitionist in his politics 
and in religion a Methodist. Ile has won a 
host of warm friends since coming to this 
point and is one of the leading business 
men of the county. 


RR OL. ROBERT S. DONALDSON, who 
ONS) is one of the prominent and influen- 


tial citizens of this part of the State, is 
engaged in the sale of agricultural machinery 
at the village of Stewart. He is a native of 
Ohio, having been born in Perry county, 
October 18, 1828, and is the son of Thomas 
and Nancy (Saffer) Donaldson. His parents 
were natives of Virginia, and had left that 
State, where they were engaged in farming, 
about 1826, and moved to Ohio, where the 
father died in 1838. After his death the 
family removed to Wood county, in thesame 
State, but two years Jater returned to their 
old homestead. 

The subject of this sketch remained at 
home until he was about sixteen years of 
age, drawing his education from the schools 
of his native State. In 1843 he went to Miami 
county, Ind., and commenced an appren- 
ticeship at the carpenter and joiner’s trade 
with his brother, R. I. Donaldson, and made 
his home in that State, working at his chosen 
calling until the spring of 1855, when, with 
some thirteen others and their families, he 
came to Minnesota and formed what was 
known asthe Loosier settlement, about four 
miles west of Farmington, Dakota county. 
In the summer of 1861, while the heavy pall 
of civil war hung over our land and rebellion 
ran riot in our country, Mr. Donaldson, filled 
with patriotic ardor, raised a company of 
men for service, and they were mustered in, 


October 17th, as Company C, Fourth Minne- | moved to Sibley county, and located on 
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sota Infantry, and he was commissioned as 
captain. They were at once ordered to 

Fort Ridgely, where they remained all win. 
ter, and in the spring proceeded to the South, 
“where deeds of eternal fame were being 
done.” He served with his company until 
July 24, 1863, and participated in the battles 
of Iuka, Port Gibson, Raymond, Jackson, 
Champion Hill and the siege of Vicksburg, 
but on the date just mentioned he was pro- 
moted to the position of lieutenant-colonel . 
of the Fiftieth United States Colored In- 

fantry. He continued in command of this 
regiment until March 21; 1865, when he was 
transterred to the Sixty-fourth United States 
Colored Infantry, with the rank of colonel. 
In July following he was appointed assist- 
ant commissioner of the Freedmen’s Bureau, 
and had the control of the northern half of 
the State of Mississippi, and occupied that 
important position until April 17, 1866. The 
following letter, in his possession, was re- 
ceived by him while in the discharge of his 
duties in this field, and explains itself: 


Room FRIENDS oF CoNTROL FOR RELIEF OF PREEDMEN. 
CINCINNATI, Ouro, 12th Mo., 27, 1865. 

Col Donaldson, Asst. Comintssioner, etc., Jackson, Misa. 

Dean Sir:—I received this morning a copy of thy 
official report of a recent tour of inspection through 
thy district in company with J. H. Douglas, of our 
society. The report is highly satisfactory and encourag- 
ing to us and will be to the society which we represent. 
We feel under many obligations to thee, not only for 
the kindness and favors shown to J. H. D., but for 
similar acts toward all our agents and teachers, who 
are located in thy district. J. H. Douglas, Dr. N. D. 
Hill and all our friends who have met thee, speak in 
the highest terms of thy kindness to them, and of thy 
faithfulness and efficiency in the discharge of thy 
oflicial duties. Please accept the thanks of the Board 
of Control and through it, of the society which we 
represent. With much respect J am 

Thy sincere friend, 
Danret Hin, Seeretury, ete. 


Colonel Donaldson, on leaving the service, 
returned to his home in Dakota county, 


where he remained until 1877, when he re- 
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homestead about three miles from Stewart, 
where he lived until embarking in his present 
business. He has always occupied an im- 
portant place in this portion of the State, 
having served for five years as one of the 
regents of the State University, as well as 
filling other less important offices. He was 
married December 29, 1849, to Miss Eliza 
Curry, who was born in Preble county, Ohio, 
September 1, 1828, and is the daughter of 
James and Ella (Van Dorn) Curry, and by 
this union they have six children—Clar- 
ence F., Mary J., Horace, Cora E., C. R. 
and Laura. Mary Jane, Mrs. Joseph Tur- 
ney, lives in Trail county, Dak.; Clarence, 
who married Miss Emma Parleman, lives in 
Dakota county, Minn.; Horace married 
Miss Jennie Johnson, and has his home in 
Dakota county; Cora E., wife of Daniel 
O’Conner, lives in the saime portion of the 
State, and C.M., married Miss Carrie Houck, 
and is a merchant in Stewart. 

The mother of Mrs. Donaldson is still liv- 
ing in Dakota county. Ske was born near 
Martinsburg, Va., March 3, 1801, and five 
years later was taken by her parents to 
Preble county, Ohio, where she grew to 
womanhood, and there was united in mar- 
riage with James Curry, a tanner and farmer 
of the vicinity. For nearly a quarter of a 
century they lived in that part of the 
“Buckeye” State, and reared five out of the 
family of six children born to them, one 
dying at the age of seventeen. 

In 1841 the family removed to Miami 
county, Ind., where Mr. Curry" followed 
farming until 1857, when, following their 
children, they came to Minnesota, and lo- 
vated in Dakota county, where Mr. Curry 
was residing at the time he heard the call of 
the Angel of Death, in June, 1864. Mrs. 
Curry, or “ Aunt Ella” as she is more famil- 
jarly known, has been a consistent and zeal- 
ous Christian for eighty vears, and is one of 
the most remarkable women in the State. 
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ILLIAM SITZ, an energetic farmer 

LX. of Lynn township, living on section 
8, was born in Prussia, September 20, 18-+40, 
and is the son of August and Eva (Zin) Sitz. 
When he was about thirteen years of age he 
was brought to the United States, and settled 
with them in Racine county, Wis., near the 
village of Burlington, where he grew to 
manhood. Ilis father rented a farm in that 
place and our subject spent his years in 
attending school and in assisting In carrying 
onthe place. In 1863 he removed with the 
family to Minnesota and here, in the town 
of Lynn, the father took a homestead on sec- 
tion 8, upon which he lived until June, 1585, 
when he was called away by death. This 
farm is the one now owned by the subject 
of this sketch. 

Mr. Sitz was united in marriage, January 
20, 1869, with Miss Alberttina Mallow, a 
native of Prussia, and the daughter of 
Frederick and Minnie Mallow. By this 
union there have been born five children, as 
follows— Mary, born May 38, 1871; Julia, 
born March 11, 1873; August, born April 
18, 1876; Gustave, born February 18, 1880; 
and Emil, born November 13, 1882. 

When the family came to this country they 
were in poverty, as are most of the emigrant 
class, but by diligence and industry they 


have succeeded in raising themselves to com- 
parative affluence and our subject, who pro- 
vides for his mother, is reaping the reward of 
thrift and economy. He has a fine farm of 
280 acres of excellent land, only a third of 
which he finds necessary to bring under cult- 
ure, has a good and substantial dwelling, 
commodious barn and other out-buildings, 
and the whole is surrounded by a beautiful 
grove. 

Mr. Sitz is a member of the Lutheran 
church and is a consistent Christian gentle- 
man. Ile isa democrat in his political views 
and a strong adherent of the principles of 
that organization. He has one brother and 


A a 


+ /Ob8L 02% Sasa wy er pote 


wti@ (0X) ar eg «i bas 
of yn lo eine? nostids Meals ao mend 
halter han Scans anaceacs 
oft mon 21 “umes oitigngl ai asoils iiiw 
0} wing of vad. .onngnsiiett to oyallie 4) : ! 
Silt Mi evial @ lode Aeitl .boodasa | vidO , nrg sede aa . 
tt eveoe elk Oroye desjdng sen ben svaly | to totdgunh off ft | sd 
*atiy eto seni mt bas loose guibrots | 1d bein , rin (rotten V) elit hina a omnb 
od? diiw ioyromay of 820 AL ond alt no | AnlD-—norblido zie ened? yod) moka ai 
ceo mir ol hae atoesdnil, ot qlimn 50.0 4 ewd),somall fb) yi ee 
aa 1 hpateoundd i ool total old ettel lo }4nT dqszol, wil, outa wale wpe . 
GA0T panel, fis bovil od dordwunoqe & noir | eongialD ; Ae ytnnoo lin T 0 avit ¢ 
eat .dteeb vd -yewe bolle anwved aode |niaovil fovighsl, sang alle sity . 
Joni dea at Ys hinwe won sno odd a rr i boremnm sorll pani viewer. 
slotode aid to ai oniod ait and thecal a 
viel ayeivines ‘oi hwinn aaw xi@ 416-7) Isian€l loo elie! Samed jp zano 
a .wollsi. nariteediA vailh. dtivr..€08f Oe | oils Jo nobody ont old ni vovil. 


he | at at an pend 10 


tT 


Ip taldgunis oubt tee; imei] Yo oviiaw ) Aowoll cited aalll herrren al 
wide vib .wellel4. otal dean dotiohetl tinnet ai i 
an withliilo oxi! ied wvodt aval oveds noi | -7i Ube et noeblanoG@ lf to 


ilo 08l 4 get awd ,yonke — evollot | aasa modenw od@. yinuoo siodat 
ling A. mod Jang ; 8784 LL aowlt dod . ovfl bos 02h 6 dom 07 By 
0241 2 waded wad oysten) ATEI BI | of ainotsq tod yd coded eau 
Stoel M1 RalwvroA aod Jin ben . or wor ode orl youl orig 
vol pringes aif ona viiwnled) calW | «em at betinn exw nedt bop 
auirginig of} Yo trom ote en sehevoq wi een | watt basteanad a, yin) ao 
(oid cuenbni Juni sonegihh y6 Hid deuls” a lo veteanpn ine, od, 
fy of avtloenails goiaiet gi bobyscone ove (at Yo. dia dett at bevil 
aig aly tosidueinio ban ssasutie ovitemg | edt Yo tuo oil hoveot baa ot 
lo boawer odd gaition af sedtont eid yobmhiv [ono pred. 0) mtod | 
1 un@ outt nanloll .zmoness bas inl neginaroa lo 
lo bait) 6. vino bal jnyllooze jo. evton O8® ius. oy. 
Sto tobun qyitind 4 “punzasoon yah, oad clevtslve bswollot vr a 
wisi hy tusttaintediva bevn hoon mt eel jou ae 
udiitiiedtue qwilte hi eihd avoibonnates: | <b instr of 
leseues aud bobunevina ai oily ad) bysn ;- leat bd 


erg} Leatymaphooay 
isda wi to wdowm 6 wi wie ale welt, me 
seul teuny’ smite Jiveteiedton # ei fen i 
ee ere 
lo» malt le; 


660 


one sister living; the former, Edward, lives 
in the same town; the latter, Amelia, the 
widow of Jacob Stahl, resides in Otter Tail 
county, this State. 


a ote 


SS NERT ENERSON, one of the leading 
“gy agriculturists of the town of Bergen, 
resides on the farm upon which his parents 
settled in 1865. Heisa native of Norway, 
born March 17,1848,and is the son of Peterand 
Carrie (Olson) Enerson. The family, which 
consisted of the parents and nine children, 
came to this country in 1861, and for a time 
resided in Goodhue county. From there 
they moved to this county. Enert was the 
eldest of the children, the others being Car- 
rie, Ole, Henry, John, Matilda, Helen, Anna 
and Mary. 

The subject of this sketch was reared in 
his native land, and there attended school 
until he was thirteen years old, when he 
emigrated with his parents to the New World. 
He availed himself of the school privileges 
of Goodhue county, on locating there, but 
only for a short time. At the age of fif- 
teen he commenced life for himself, working 
for his father and others at agricultural labor. 
In 1872 he purchased a tract of eighty acres 
of land in the town of Helen and com- 
menced its improvement. He put up a house 
andafter grubbing out some tiventy acres, 


sold the place to Gustef Gunderson. On 
the death of his father, Decémber 26, 1886, 


he took charge of the family homestead 
where he now lives. 

Mr. Enerson was united in marriage May 
17, 1876, with Miss Dora Abelson, a native 
of Norway, also, who came to this country 
with her father in 1865. By this union there 
have been born a family of seven children— 
Caroline, Emma, Carl, Sophia, Oliver, Theo- 
dore and Arthur. In his polities, Mr. 
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Enerson is a republican, having cast his first 
ballot for Grant in 1872. He and his fam- 
ily are members of the Lutheran church, and 
are zealous Christians. He is one of the 
present town board, having been elected to 
that office in 1887. 
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OHN KASPER, an old settler of the town 
of Rich Valley, came here in July, 1858, 
and located on section 6, where he has lived 
ever since. Ile has a fine farm of some 160 
acres and he has it well improved and well 
stocked. He isa native of far away Bohemia, 
born April 13, 1840, and is the son of W onél 
and Barbara (Drahos) Kasper. In 1854 our 
subject came to the United States and after 
landing at New York, located in Racine, 
Wis., where he stayed four years, engaged in 
farm labor. Hethen came to McLeod county 
and made a settlement and has resided here 
ever since. After receiving the elements of 
his education in the land of his birth, he 
there learned the locksmith’s trade and fol- 
lowed that until coming to this country. 

Mr. Kasper was married October 19, 1865, 
to Miss Susanna Pfaff, a daughter of Charles 
Meyers, she taking the name of her step- 
father Alexander Pfaff, after the death of 
her own father and the remarriage of her 
mother. She has presented her husband 
with eight children—Susanna, Louisa, John, 
Mary, James, Fannie, Nellie and Edward. 
Susanna is the wife of John Huderre, but the 
rest are single. 

Mr. Kasper 
county commissioner in 1874 and he Ja that 
_position for ten years. IIe 
‘of the peace in the town for many yeirs and 
is prominently identified with the school in- 

terests. Ile is the secretary of the cemetery 
society of the township, a ynember of the 
Masonie fraternity and of the literary iss 
ciation of Hutchinson. He is a democrat 
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his politics and a staunch supporter of the 
principles of that party. He is, in the full- 
est sense of the word, a representative man 
of the community and one of its most influ- 
ential citizens. 
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RS. CATHERINE MARTIN, the wid- 
‘\. ow of Phineas Martin, a prominent | 
and energetic farmer of Collins township, 
resides upon the old homestead on section 9. 
She is the daughter of Peter and Janet 
(Douglas) MeInroy, and was born in Perth- 
shire, near Dunkell, Scotland, February 6, 
1833. When she was but three years old 
her parents immigrated to the United States 


and settled in Cayuga county, N. Y.., 
where her father bought a farm.- A few 


years later the family removed to Waukesha 
county, Wis., where she was reared to wom- 
anhood. She drew her education from the 
excellent schools of ‘ the Badger State” and 
March 9, 1851, was united in marriage with 
Phineas Rael: the son of William and 
Caroline (Phelps) Martin, who was born in 
Lower Canada, September 6, 1826. After 
their marriage the young couple moved to 
the farm belonging to Mr. Martin, not far 
from her parents’ home, and resided there 
until 1871. Atthat time he and his family 
came to this county and Mr. Martin rented 
a farm and engaged in its cultivation, and 
the family made their home there for 
seven years. At the expiration of that 
time, in 1878, he purchased eighty acres of 
land on section 9 where the widow and her 
children now live, and where Mr. Martin 
passed away to that “land Elysian, whose 
portals we call death,” regretted by all and 
mourned by his sorrowing family. Ie was 
an enterprising and industrious man and one 
of the strictest integrity. Ie had the warin- 
est esteem and respect of the entire commu- 
nity. Ie left behind him five children, two 


| other 
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others ie gone before. Their record is 
as tigen (is I., born October 17, 1852 


died November 25,1852; James F., born 
June 5, 1854, aa August 22, 1856; Ida 


Matilda, who was born Ausust 3, 1856, mar- 
ried John Kuni, and is a resident of Collins; 
Emma Catherine, now Mrs. Burt Shepherd, 
was born August 23, 1858; Mary, Mrs. Al- 
exander Ff ‘alkner, of Collins, was born March 
90, 1865; Edmond, born March 11, 1863, 
ead William, born October 17, 1861, are at 
home with their mother. The homestead 
now contains some 120 acres of land and 
they have the place well stocked and im- 
proved. The sons carry on the farm. 
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LIVER PIERCE, one of the pioneers 
of the county of McLeod, is a resi- 
dent of the town of Acoma, living ona farm 
on section 23. Ile isanative of Essex, Essex 
county, Mass., born February 8, 1854. He 
remained with his parents until he was some 
fifteen years of age and then went to sea be- 
fore the mast. This he followed during the 
summer months and in the winters went to 
school. Thus he passed the time until 1856, 
when he came to Faribault, Rice county, 
this State, and stayed there a few Lahn 
After ae various parts of the West, 
the fall he returned to his Eastern home vat 
there remained that winter. April 18, 1857, 
he went to Boston, where a company of 
some twenty-seven people were gathering 
from Essex, Mass., and Lee, N. H., with the 
intention of coming to what is now Hutchin- 
son, and he joined his fortune to. theirs. 
After many amusing adventures they finally 
reached their journey’s end, arriving In 
Ilutchinson May 19th. That same day Mr. 
Pierce went into what is now Acoma and 
after looking around, picked out his present 


~ place and returned to the incipient village. 


He put upatent on the north side of the 
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RTI RD te | (TR a ae ee ee 
river at that place for a shelter and all that | ors, and has held some town offices ever 


summer he was engaged in breaking up 
small tracts of land for the settlers and about 
four acres on his own place. ‘The following 
winter he went into the woods six miles 
away and drew logs to the saw-mill to manu- 
facture into lumber. In the spring of 1858 
he moved to his claim and putting up a log 
cabin commenced to till the ground. Hard- 
ships were to be endured that tried the nerve 
of these settlers, and Mr. Pierce can tell of 
many trials and troubles passed through by 
the pioneers of this county. Prices for what 
they did raise were but very little, and the 
supplies needed brought a high figure. To 
give some idea of prices in those days, it is 


stated that Mr. Pierce, in 1560, gave twenty- | 


five bushels of good wheat fora coat that 
could be bought to-day for $2.50. 

Mr. Pierce was quite prominently identi- 
fied with the actions of the settlers during 
the times of the Indian outbreak and was 
one of the party that went from his locality 
and fortified Ceder Point, in the lake of that 
name. After he had remained there some 
little time he returned to the village of 
Hutchinson and joining the home guard 
company was elected lieutenant. Ie was 
in the stockade all the time of the assault 
and participated in the expedition that went 
out to get the body of Caleb Sanborn, that 
was killed in Cedar Mills township, and 
when they were ambushed and Daniel Cross 
killed he stood beside that victim of savage 
cruelty and one of the rifle balls cut his 
clothing, just missing his body. During 
those trying days Mr, Pieree was married, 
in October, 1862, to Miss Harriet Jones, 
and that winter lived in the village. The 
next spring they removed to his farm, where 
they have lived ever since. 

The subject of this sketch has always been 
one of the most active men in all town 
matters and when the town was organized 
in 1866 he was chosen one of the supervis- 


! 
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since. He was one of the most popular 
justices of the peace for twenty years and 
was elected a member of the board of county 
commissioners in 1882, and fills that impor- 
tant office at the present writing. He has 
also been largely instrumental in the de- 
velopment of the educational features of 
the townand was the organizer of the Acoma 
and Lynn Townships Insurance Society, of 
which he was secretary for years. He is 
the parent of six children, all of whom are 
living. 


CONRAD, who is engaged in gen- 
eral farming and _ stock-raising on 
section 31, Rich Valley township, came to 
this county May 4, 1872, and purchased the 
160 acres of land where he now lives, which 
was all improved. He was born in Prussia, 
August 9, 1842, and is the son of Gottlieb Con- 
rad. Je was reared in that land, and there 
received the education provided by the state. 
On leaving school he assisted his father in 
the labors on the farm, for his father was 


'a farmer, until the latter died, which oc- 


curred when the subject of this history was 
about sixteen or seventeen years of age. 
There were five children in the family — 
Fred, August, Julius, Wilbelmina and Au- 
gusta. On attaining manhood Mr. Conrad 
took his place in the Prussian army, as is 
the lot of every able-bodied German youth, 
and served his country. 

In the year 1870 he crossed the ocean, 
leaving his friends, relatives and home to 
find in the New World that fortune so hard 
to find in his native land. After a voyage 
of thirteen days he landed at Providence, 
R. L, and remained in that city, at work 
in wv woolen factory, for two years. In 
the spring of 1872 he came to Minnesota 
and settled on the farm in MeLeod county, 


ave MAINES aioe Bleed pareren tails the bowed 
talucpoq. teomr att Yo ono exw OFF sankey | qu guidamil ni 
bas ere, yrowd 101 vans oid Yr resitent | mods | 
139009 Yo Ininod oid Yo todenant penw | yrthvollod 
vont Jnlt eH baw eet oi eroanieaimos | eslin 
soul ok uridine Soeeovg wilt Ae ooito daud | omnen of Mlitt-wae silt 
h of: ni intnonnnani yequd pood oeln | 80et io gehgs ed Be 
lo ayininol Insaltgouhe et To fromeolor | gol 2 qu gaiting bas 
emool ott towurinig alten bis awed ott |-beall -bavorg oft Ui 
lo “eisut ooamuanl aqikeeoT nay bin sven oct A yin 
at all wey WY yates acw ol doidw | to Hor wus oosit af bit aol 
an die To tk warblids xin Wo tno odd | 9d ifguoud? bereny ealdgord ban alain 2 
spore il 
odd bite olttil ier Ind svew odiirt 
~ ERD eo of omit iyi 6 afguowd hohoomt 2s 
Spee Om te wi i eval orodd ai eooriq Yo Kobi 
on wi bogeyas si of CARKOOD &— | Sena) oT Ag ; OO2F ni sos9FT AIL teteh 
no giieievdgot bas gainnnt lew = = Jad! tan a sot dasilw boog Ie 
of sitio yidenwor yollaT doi IE wottova | “08.98 08 <gnk0¥ vilguod4dlbh ino 
silt Imani bar 2Tet 4 vslh ylavos add | dtnobi yaonimory simp inn seit A 
doulw wvil won od ovodw bial to eoron OOL | gnival eveliiea ail lo ‘aitfoiias od? ¢ be 
sizer i wtod enw oll .hovorgnual lia sew | tow bow anowino mnibal oiff to eon 
1009 doil3tob to nozsilt si hae £128 6 weguA | etilevobent mol Ine Ind) ying ott ono - 
sold bin bral tad? nideomerecw off ier . ded to onl od? al intel tb Dehisvel Dag 
elites ot yd bebivor noitsovte ol) bevisosy | omoe eted) honismod bail od 4A” oot oma 
ni widint eid hetaizas od loodsa geiveot oO | to ggeltiy oft or banister od sait 5 nani 
anv roninl ell tol jain ait co model odd | taney omod off yatniot “baw nosnninia | 
© doidw beth total odd litte avert « sew oft tanmoineil” botesls naw! ¥ 
anw moje add Yo ssojdue orlt nodw borin | tenean odd to emis of} Ue 
ae lo etaoy nestnersa 40 noaizia dentin | dior Set noitihayze odd ff 
~vihinet odd of nothiids evi eren aenfh  tadd iia doled te Reranch 
Oh ban patted W jentinl aeawA Syl tea spared, ei taboD nt belli 
bavtod af boolnom gaisiatia sO .steay | exetD bricewCl ben botlesidmn gow 
ei an vite apieenid of) si wople vid doot » SSL Re ‘Te midory dadld 
1007 agri) beibodaldp yore Yo Jel odd | ehh Joe alind shix off % ono bas % 
“etimues bid Dorree byw | Qing] “srbod ‘eid atten Soot 
dine ot Teeny ad OTAL suey ait) af sbabriat ahw so1siT SIE ‘th 
“i omod lute eovidalet afin vial wives! stolen Hil or vet ale . 
tid o onoHO? Indy bioW wet old ni bet | od’ ogullir od 1 peel ringers? 
weer awe tnel ovtonir aid ac hist of § otk ty 
rashivont te Teolvant oil enh nootidt Yo | 
Jromecgn etie Init ai bonianen ban 1 
el sane, ot sol Heton) naloow » 
Bloxpnil of rotten od Yo 


a 


aL 
ay 


Mel. 


where he now lives, and has since that pret 
his whole attention to agriculture. 

Mr. Conrad was married to Miss Christine 
Snyder in June, 1872. The lady is a native 
of the same village in Germany as himself. 
She came to the United States in 1869, and 
after a short time spent in Bristol, R. L, 
went to Providence, where she remained 
until 1872, when she came to this county, 
and was married here. By this union there 
have been born six children — Julius, William, 
Elvina, Richard, Bertha and Mena. 

In his political views our subject affiliates 
with the republican party, and has held the 
office of treasurer of the school district for 
twelve years, and other positions. He is 
a member of the Lutheran church. 
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21 OHN S. BILLINGS, who is now carry. 
ing on agricultural pursuits on section 
28, of (South) Hutchinson township, is a 
native of Stark county, Ohio, born May 15, 
1836, and is the son of John and Mary Dill- 
ings. His parents, natives of Connecticut 
and Pennsylvania, respectively, moved in 
1843 to Nobles county, Ind., and there madea 
settlement. In 1854 they again moved west- 
ward, following the frontier, and settled in 
Waushara county, Wis., where the fatherdied. 
The subject of this personal history was 
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eared to manhood on the farm of his father | 


and received his education in the schools of 
Indiana. After his father’s death he 
mained at home until 1859, when Jie returned 
East and was engaged inand about Williams 
county, Ohio, at farm labor, until April 23, 
1861, when, in response to the President’s 
call for troops to serve three months, he en- 
listed in Company C, Tourteenth Ohio In- 
fantry, under command of Colonel Steadman. 
Iie was discharged at the expiration of his 
term of service and returned to his home, 
and, being sick, stayed with his brother un- 
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til fall. ore hod went into wie employ ofa 
‘uilroad company, and in the spring follow- 
ing, commenced buying wheat. This busi- 
ness he continued to follow until October 
14, 1866, when he came to Minneapolis, and 
in that city worked at his old trade, carpen- 
tering, for he had learned it in Wisconsin. 
IIe followed this for some eight years and 
then went to millwrighting. In 1880 he 
came to Hutchinson and bought the farm 
where he now lives, and during the summers 
attended to its duties, and in the winters 
worked in the mills at Minneapolis, until 
1884, since which time he has remained on 
his place. 

Mr. Billings was Fone in marriage July 
2, 1862, vith Miss Sarah L. Spencer. By this 
union.there have been born the following 
children—Ellsworth, Clara, Schuyler, Royal, 
deceased ; Walter, Guy and Cora. Our sub- 
ject is a republican in his politics. 


LDH 


WX BEL OSGOOD is an active and ener- 
getic member of the farming com- 
munity ‘of the town of Penn, and hae his 
home on section 1, where he has a fine place 
that embraces some 120 acres. Jle was 
born at Putney, Windham county, Vt., May 
25, 1839, and isthe son of Charles and An- 
geline (Wilson) Osgood, both of whom were 
natives of the same State. He was raised 
in the county of his birth until he had at 
tained his thirteenth year, at which time his 
father, a farmer, came West in search of 
some land easier to till than the stony soil 
of New England. 

The fainily settled Calumet 
Wis., and there lived for many years, and 
there the father died, the mother following 
in 1887. In their household there were sev- 
en children—Naney, Elizabeth, Louisa, Sarah, 
Emory, Ezekiel and Abel. Of these, the 
last named was the voungest. 
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The school days of our subject were passed 
in the district academies of Vermont and 
Wisconsin, and at theage of nineteen hecom- 
menced working by the month on a farm 
near Minneapolis. One year later he rented 
a piece of land in Hennepin county, and tilled 
the soil for about two years, and then, 
in 1568, came to McLeod county and for a 
couple of years worked for others by the 
month. After this he settled on the place 
where he now lives and has made it his home 
ever since. 

Mr. Osgood was married in December, 
1867, to Miss Hattie Laroway, a native of 
Illinois, and the daughter of Thompson Lar- 
oway. The issue of this union is five chil- 
dre n—Ray C., Edith M., Pearl I., Lee A. and 
Earl, all of whom are at home with their 
father, their mother having died February 
17, 1883. Our subject is a republican in po- 
litical matters, and has filled many offices in 
the township. During the fall-of 1864 he 
enlisted in the First Minnesota Heavy Artil- 
lery, and served until the regiment was mus- 
tered out of service in 1865. They were 
stationed at Chattanooga on garrison duty. 
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ENCL MAKOUSKY, deceased, for- 

‘\/ merly a resident of the town of 
Rich Valley, was born in Bohemia, Septem- 
ber 3, 1823. He was reared in his native 
land, an made his home there until 1870, 
when he crossed the oceati to this newer 
country and settled in McLeod county, Minn., 
in September of that year. He at first lo- 
cated in the western part tich Valley 
township, but a short tine after removed to 
section + of the same precinct, and there 


of 


bought 160 acres of land, and on it made his | 


home until the day of his death, which oc- 
curred February §, 1886. 
in the old countr vyand always followed that 


He was a farmer | 
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calling. Ile was married November 14, 
1859, to Miss Nettie Jukl, a native of the 
same portion of the Austrian dominion, and 
the daughter of Joseph and Anna Jukl. She 
was the fourth in her father’s family of seven 
children. By this union there have been 
seven children— Frank, Wencl, Adolph, 
Joseph, Edward, Nettie (deceased) and Em- 
ily (deceased). The boys carry on the farm 
and take care of their mother, and are excel- 
lent citizens. 

Wencl Makousky was a republican in his 
politics, and one of the most influential men 
in the town. He was well educated, and a 
man of sterling integrity, and merited and 
received the respect and esteem, not only: of 
the people of the town, but of every one who 
knew his worth in the county, and the long 
string of fifty or more wagons that followed 
him to his last resting-place was but a slight 
testimony of the regard in which he was 
held. He was a member of the Bohemian 
church, and an active and zealous Christian. 
He was ever ready with heart and hand to 
engage in any work for the public good, and 
has left his imprint on the community in 
which he lived. 
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\,OUIS SELTZ, who is engaged in farin- 
ing on section 11, Sumter township, 


US, 


“js an excellent specimen of the thrifty and 


industrious natives of Germany that have so 
largely contributed to the growth and devel- 
opment of this portion of thes State. Ile first 
saw the light in Prussia, May 28, 1856, and 
is the son of Frederick Seltz, Ilis. earlier 
years were passed in the fatherland, but in 
1862 the family, in search of the fortune se 
hard to grasp in their native land, imani- 
erated to the shores of America, Thes 
faite at the port of New York and from 
there came to this State and located in ©: 
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ver county, where the father took up some 
200 acres of land and tilled the soil until his 
death in 1886. 

The subject of this sketch was the young- 
est in his father’s family, the others being 
Charles, Gustave, Henrietta, Wilhelmina, 
3ertha, Mollie and Amelia. Louis spent his 
school days in Carver county and for the 
first six years after finishing his education, 
followed farming in that locality. In 1878 
he came to this county and purchased a farm 
of Albert Newcomb, and since that period 
has been identified with the town and 
county. He was married October 30, 1879, 
at Glencoe, to Miss Mary Helena Pringer, a 
daughter of Wilhelm and Wilhelmina (Sny- 
der) Pringer. Her parents were born in 
(rermany and came to this country in 1853. 
They lived in the New England States for 
over twenty years and then came to Minne- 
sota. They made their home here until a 
a few years ago, when they removed to 
Dakota, where they now live. They hada 
family of four children—William, Henry, 
Augusta and Mrs. Seltz. 

Mr. and Mrs. Seltz are the parents of five 
children, as follows—Louis F., Minnie H., 
Bertha A., Charles H. and one deceased. 
The family are members of the Lutheran 
church and are zealous Cliristians. Our sub- 
ject is a democrat in his political views and 
a strong adherent of the tenets of that party. 
He takes great interest in all educational 
work and is one of the representative men of 
the community. 


ETER OLSON. the present town clerk 
‘of Bergen, is a prominent and pros- 
perous farmer of that part of the country, 
having hishome upon section 27. He is i 
native of Norway, born January 18, 1847, 
and isthe son of Ole Engebretson, who was 
born in the same country December 21,1819, 
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and his wife, Isabel (Peterson) Engebretson, 
also a native of that land. In 1866 the fam- 
ily started to cross the ocean to the United 
States in search of a new home. On the 
way the mother died, May 5th, and the bal- 
ance of the family landed at Quebec the fol- 
lowing month. From the latter city they 
came to Carver county by way of Milwaukee 
and remained there fora year, after which 
they removed to this county and settled in 
this town. The father had two children by 
his first wife— Anna, born March 18, 
1843, the wife of John Anderson, living in 
Dakota, and Peter, the subject of this sketch. 
The father was again married, this time to 
Miss Mary Elofson and they are now living 
with the son. 

Peter came with his parent to the town 
of Bergen and assisted his father in making 
a settlement on the Jand he had purchased 
of G. K. Gilbert on section 27. Here he 
has resided ever since. He was married to 
Miss Rachel Anderson, a native of Norway, 
born August 9, 1844, who became the 
mother of seven children—Ole Edward, born 
October 24, 1873; George, born February 4, 
1875; Alick, born November 7, 1876; Emily, 
born August 11, 1878; Rebecca, born Teb- 
ruary 17, 1881; Bernett, born September 
30, 1883, and Martin Randolph, born June 4, 
1885. The wife and mother passed away 
in death, June 4, 1885, leaving a disconsolate 
family. The body was interred in the Nor- 
wegian Lutheran church cemetery, to which 
church the family belong. Mr. Olson is a 
republican in his political faith and usually 
votes the ticket of that party. Ie is taking 
a strong interest in the welfare of the town 
and is one of its leading citizens. 
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>) OREN HANSON, one of the reliable and 


progressive citizens of Collins town- 


ship, isengaged in general farming and stock- 


raising on section 5. He isa native of Den- 
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mark, born in Uland, April 1, 1844, and is the 
son of IIans and Anna Sorenson. At the 


-early age of eight he commenced work, 
choring in the summer and attending school 


in the winter months, as he was compelled to 
do, there being a compulsory education law 
in force in that country. At the age of 
fourteen years he was confirmed in the 
Lutheran church, which completed his 
studies, it being the law that when received 
into the church, which is a state institution, 
a child is no longer compelled to attend 
school. At the age of twenty-two he was 
conscripted into the army, as is customary 
in his native land, but was not compelled to 
remain all of the time in service, the recruits 
receiving instruction in the drill for a month 
or two, and are then allowed to return to 
their homes to be called on again. In the 
spring of 1872 he immigrated to this country, 
and for about five years was engaged at work 
in Oak Glen cemetery, at St. Paul. In the 
autumn of 1877 he came to this county and 
secured sixty acres of a timber claim on sec- 
tion 5, where he now lives, and commenced 
its improvement. 

March 31, 1878, our subject’ was married 
to Miss Mary Hanson, the daughter of Hans 
and Carrie Matson, natives of Denmark, and 
the issue of the marriage has been four chil- 
dren—Lena, born April 6, 1879; Hans, born 
February 9, 1881; Anna, born December 13, 
18— ; and Thomas, born January 5, 1882, 
and died February 12, 1882. When Mr. 
Hanson caine to the United States he was 
‘almost penniless, and when he arrived in 
McLeod county he was a poor man vet, but 
by the exercise of his industry, and with fru- 
gal management, he has succeeded in placing 
himself on a plane with the well-to-do 
farmers of this section, and is one of the en- 
terpris.ng and progressive citizens of the 
community. ILis place, which is a fine one, 
is well improved and- presents a neat and 
tasty appearance. 
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we RANK SWATOSCH, of the town of 
“Nich Valley, came to this county in 
the spring of 1878, and located on section 23, 
where he now resides. He is the owner of 
100 acres of fine land and has it well im- 
proved. He is a native of Bohemia, born 
August 26, 1839, and is the son of Joseph 
Swatosch. The father came to this country 
with his family and settled in Racine, Wis., 
where he died. The mother died in 1877, 
and both were members of the Catholic 
church. 


Frank was educated in the schools of 
Racine mostly, as he was but a boy when 


they came here, and at the age of fifteen 
years, having acquired a Jarge amount of 
useful knowledge, quit school and went to 
Michigan, where he remained a year and a 
half and then returned to his home. He 
essayed to learn the shoemaking trade but 
gave it up after a short trial as he did black- 
smithing, and adopted farming as a vocation, 
which he has followed ever since. He has 
by diligence and energy accumulated a nice 
fortune, having a farm of the best quality. 

Mr. Swatosch was married in March, 1877, 
at Racine, to Miss Nettie Chany, also a native 
of Bohemia, who had come to this country 
with her parents, when a young girl and set- 
tled with them on a farm near Racine. Her 
father afterward was in the employ of the 
M. M. Secor trunk factory and died there in 
1886. The issue of this marriage has been 
four children—Nettie, Fannie, Mary and 
Frank. 

The subject of this sketch, one of the rep- 
resentative mez of the town, has always been 
a democrat in his politics but has had no 
aspirations for preferment. Tle has held the 
oflice of road overseer of the district as that 
is a duty that no man ought to shirk. He is 
educating his children to their duties as free 
American citizens and in a superior manner 
and is one of the enlightened men of the 
county. 
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BA van CHESKET, of the town of Rich 

“>\ Valley, came to this county in the 
spring of 1866, and settled on the place 
where he now lives, on section 4. He took 
a homestead and purchased some 140 acres 
more and now has a good farm. He is en- 
gaged in carrying on general farming and 
stock-raising and has made a great success 
of the business. Dorn in tiie southeastern 
part of Bohemia in 1826, he is the son of 
Frank and Mary (Shancha) Chasket, and was 
reared in that picturesque portion of the Aus- 
trian Empire and there received his educa- 
tion. JLis father was engaged in brick-mak- 
ing and when our subject was old enough, 
he assisted him in his labors. Ie was one of 
a family of ten children and all had to work, 
as is customary in that land, and our subject 
was no exception. Ile was married. in his 
native land, in 1845 to Miss Anna Shada,the 
daughter of Frank and Salome (Kerper) 
Shada, by whom he has had six children, viz— 
Frank; Fannie, Mrs. Frank Wonous, is living 
in Glencoe; Josie, the deceased wife of John 
Lucas, died in November, 1880, leaving five 
children — Maud, Ethel, Thomas, Richard 
anil Algo; Lizzie, Mrs. John Navvatil, living in 
Minneapolis; Anthony,a farmer of this town, 
who married Miss Washburn, and 
Mary, the deceased wife of Charles Williams, 
who died in July, 1887, leaving two children 
—Pearl and Willie. Mr. Chesket and his 
family came to the United States in 1858 and 
settled in Racine county, Wis., where they 
made their home until coming here. 

Frank Cuesker, the son of the above 
named gentleman, was born in Bohemia, 
January 7, 1847. Ile recieved an excellent 
education in Wisconsin, where the family lo- 
cated, and at the close of his school days 
commenced to learn the trade of shoemaking, 
but aftera short trial, gave it up and adopted 
farming asa calling, and has followed that 
avocation all his life. IIe came to this State 
with his father and lived with him until his 


Louisa 


/McLEOD COUNTY, MINNESOTA, 


| 
| 
| 


667 


marriage, Which occurred December 31, 1874, 
at which time he wedded Miss Fannie Gris- 
wold, who died in November, 1883, leaving 
four children—Edith, Walter, Clifford and 
Mertie. Ile was married to his present wife, 
Miss Mary Streochek, March 8, 1885, by 
whom he has two children, twins—Frank and 
John, born January 4, 1886. 


Be 


fi ABEL CARPENTER, one. of the suc- 
OY cessful, enterprising farmers of the 
town of Collins, living on section 15, is the 
son of Amos and Parmelia (Chaffee) Carpen- 
ter, natives of Vermont. Ile was born in 
Cambridgeport, in that State, March 6, 1832. 
His parents were farmers and he was reared 
upon the paternal acres and in his youth 
attended the district school. Ile was early 
in life initiated into a knowledge of agricult- 
ure, and assisted his father in the Jabors at- 
tendant upon that calling. Tis mother died 
in 1837 when he was but five years of age, 
and in 1842 the father removed to Jeffer- 
son county, N. Y¥., and there our sub- 
ject finished his education and grew to man- 
hood. On attaining his majority he worked 
for the neighboring farmers for a couple of 
years, but in June, 1855, he came West. 
After spending some three months in Kafe 
county, Ill, he went to Marquette county, 
Wis., and there made his home until 1868. 
At first he was in the employ of others, but 
afterward purchased a farm and tilled the 
soil on his own account. Selling out his 
property there he came to McLeod county, 
Minn., in the fall of 1868, and the next 
spring settled on a homestead on section 15, 
where he now resides. At the time he lo- 
sated here there were but three other fami- 
lies in the town and the nearest point for 
supplies was Hutchinson. 

During the latter days of the war Mr. 
Carpenter enlisted in the First Minnesota 
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Heavy Artillery, and served until he was 
mustered out with the regiment. He was 


married to Miss Mary J. Hammond, a native 
of Lewis county, N. Y., born June 6, 1842, 
and the daughter of Simeon and Margaret 
Hammond. By this union there have been 
born four children, as follows—Seward J., 
Irwin W., Clarissa A. and Clarence A. 

Mr. Carpenter is a republican in political 
matters and has held various local offices, 
having taken an active interest in educational 
and public matters. 
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aA RS. BERTHA KNUTSON, the widow 
of Ole Knutson, formerly a lead- 
ing farmer of Bergen township, still makes 
her home on the old homestead in that por- 
tion of the county. She was born in Sweden, 
March 14, 1823, and is the daughter of Eric 
and Elie (Johnson) Monson. Iler early edu- 
cation was entirely neglected, she never going 
to school a day in her life, having learned 
to read through the instructions of her pas- 
tor. In 1861 she came to the United States, 
landing in the-city of New York and came 
through to St. Paul. In that place she re- 
mained some four years, engaged in domestic 
Jabor and then came to this county. Febru- 
ary 14, 1865, she wedded Ole Knutson, in 
Helen township. 

Ole Knutson was born in Norway, and was 
the son of Knute and Christene (Olesdatter) 
Oleson. His mother died in her native land 
and the father of Ole came to this country 
and lived in Wisconsin for a nwnber of vears. 
Ve died in this county. Ole Knutson made 
his home for a long time in the * Badger 
State,” and finally came to this county and 
settled in Helen township. April 15, 1568, he 
removed to this town, purchasing a farm of 
120 aeres of land, on which he lived until 
overtaken by death September 18, 1887. He 
was an industrious and energetic citizen, as 
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are most of his fellow countrymen and- 
merited and received the respect and esteem 
of all that knew him. 

Mrs. Knutson is the mother of two chil- 
dren—Ole, born in Helen, June 24, 1866, and 
Edward, born September 28,1868. Both her 
sons, energetic and industrious young men, 
are living with their mother and are carry- 
ing on the farm, whieh evinces their care. 
The family are zealous members of the 
Evangelical Lutheran church and are consist- 
ent Christian people. The boys have had the 
advantages of excellent educational facilities. 


KQ- RANK NEWASH, a young and enter- 
YO- prising farmer of the town of Rich 
Valley, is a native of McLeod county, Minn., 
born on the farm where he now lives 
August 12, 1865, and is the son of Anton 
and Anna (Barta) Newash. His parents 
were born in Bohemia but had come to this 
country in early life and settled in Racine, 
Wis., where they were married. His father 
was a cooper by trade but after coming to 
the United States only worked at it a short 
time and then went to farming. In 1862 he 
removed to this county and filed a homestead 
claim on the place where our subject lives. 
Here he made his home until the spring of 
1886, when he bought a farm in Hutchinson 
township and moving there is engaged 
tilling the soil. There were six children in 
their family—Joseph, Anna, Frank, Albert, 
Nettie, and one that died ininfancy. Joseph 
is living in Wright county, this State; Anna. 
Mrs. John Danek, lives in Glencoe. ‘The 
others are at home, with the exception of 
the gentleman of whom this memoir is 
written. 

Frank Newash was united in the bonds of 
April 10, 1888, at Silver Lake, 
with Miss Nettie Iagar. a 
born in 1870, and the 


marriage, 
McLeod county, 
native of Racine, Wis.. 
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daughter of Joseph Hagar, a prominent 
farmer and stock-raiser of Hale township. 
Mr. Newash has been reared entirely in this 
county and has drawn his education from the 
efficient schools of the district. He is a 
practical farmer and thoroughly understands 
his business. His farm, which is the old 
homestead, is a fine one and the improve- 
ments are fair. In his politics he is allied to 
the democratic party. 


the enterprising farmers of the town 
of Sumter, hasa pleasant home on section 14, 
where he carries on general farming and 
stock-raising. He is a native of Franklin, 
N. Y., born May 22, 1844, and is the son of 
Nelson and Almeda (Blanchard) Sherman. 
The family, who were all natives of the 
“Empire State,” came West in 1846 and set- 
tled in Illinois, where they resided until 1855, 
at which time they removed to [ochester, 
Minn., where the parents died. 

The subject of this memoir received his 
education in the schools of Illinois and 
this State, and in the summer of 1861 
enlisted in Company B., Second Minnesota In- 
fantry and served with that regiment for one 
year, and participated in the battle of Shiloh 
or Pittsburg Landing. He was discharged 
in the summer of 1862, and March 14, 1863, 
re-enlisted in the Third Minnesota DBattery, 
Light Artillery, and continued a member of 
that company until his final discharge, Ieb- 
ruary 27, 1866, at Fort Snelling. By gallant 
conduct he had won his grade as a non-com- 
missioned officer. 

Mr. Sherman was united in marriage with 
Miss Georgiana Taunt, November 7, 1867, 
in Hennepin county, this State. [is life com- 
panion is a native of Racine, Racine county, 
Wis., born October 8, 1840, and is the child 
of Luther and Eliza(Smith) Taunt, natives of 
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Her father was a carpenter 
by trade and was the parent of three chil- 
dren—AI|mira L.,Alvin B., and the wife of our 
subject. She received her education in the 
schools of this State, the family having  re- 
moved hither in an early day. She is the 
parent of one child, Nelson, who was born 
January 9, 1880. 

Mr. Sherman is a democrat in his politics 
and is a member of the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows. He is one of the 
enterprising and public-spirited men of the 
county and a valuable citizen. He came 
to this county the spring of 1886. 
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ALE STRICKLAND, a young and en- 

terprising agricuiturist of the town 
of Penn, was born in Portage county, Ohio, 
and is the son of Seth and Caroline M. (Wal- 
den) Strickland. lis parents were natives 
of Ohio who came to the State of Wisconsin 
when the subject of this sketch was but 
a small child. From the iatter place they 
returned to Ohio, whence, in 18638, the 
family came to Minnesota. The mother of 
Haie had died in 1857, and his father had 
married the second wife, Miss Ada Landon, 
a native of New York. Before coming to 
this State the elder Mr. Strickland was en- 
gaged in farming but on his arrival 
bought out a store at New Auburn, and was 
there in the mercantile business for a nuin- 
berof years. From that place he removed 
to Brownton and followed the same line of 
trade for seven or eight years. He has since 
retired from the active cares of life, living in 
Ohio. 

Hale Strickland, who is an only child, re- 
ecived the elements of a good education in 
his youth, finishing with several courses at 
the high school at Oberlin, Ohio, and after- 
ward entered the store of his father as clerk. 
Two years later he adopted farming as his 
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vocation in life, and bought the farm on sec- 
tion 13, where he now resides. He hasabout 
160 acres of excellent land and about one- 
half of ithe has brought to a high state of 
cultivation and tillage. 

May 20, 1877, witnessed the marriage of 
our subject and Miss Bertha E. Foss, in New 
Auburn. The bride was a daughter of Sam- 
vel Foss, who is now living in Dakota. She 
was reared in Sibley county, Minn.,and there 
received her education. 

Among the leading representative men of 
the township, Mr. Strickland is a strong and 
steady adherent to the principles of the Ite- 
publican party and supports the candidates 
offered by that organization. 

. 


7 Peake BUSKA, « prominent farmer 

lo of the town of Bergen, has his home 
on section 6. He is anative of Prussia, Ger- 
many, born July 25, 1544, and is the son of 
Michael and Anna Buska. He was reared 
upon a farm in the land of his birth until 
1862, when, in company with a sister, he left 
the fatherland and came to America, landing 
in New York July 2d. Jie did not stay in 
that city, but came at once to McLeod 
county, Minn., and engaged in agricultural 
labor. 
1863, when he enlisted in Company E, First 
Minnesota Cavalry, and served throughout 
the whole campaignagainst the Indians in the 
Northwest. In 1864 he, with the balance of 
his company, was stationed at Manannah 
and Forest City, and went to Sauk Center in 
the fall. The command went into winter 
quarters at that place, but in the spring moved 
to Fort Wadsworth, by way of Fort Ridgely, 
and shortly after were mustered out and dis- 
charged at the last named place. 

On the conclusion ef his military services 
Mr. Buska went to Minneapolis, and was 
there in the employ of Dean & Lovejoy for 
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Here he remained until the fall of 


two years. January 1, 1868, he was united 
in marriage with Miss Bertha Buska, the 
daughter of Frank and Rosa (Schultz) Buska, 
of Hale township. He then concluded to 
settle down, and accordingly took a home- 
stead on section 5 of this town, where he 
lived for eight years. Selling it, he then 
purchased the fine farm which he now owns, 
and which he has brought to a high state of 
cultivation. The improvements are of an 
unusually good character, and it is one of the 
finest places in the county, and one that the 
owner may well be proud of. 

Mr. and Mrs. Buska are the parents ofa 
fainily of seven children, as follows—Mary, 
George, Joseph, Clara, Robert, Anthony 
(deceased) and Albert. The family are zeal- 
ous members of the Roman Catholic church, 
and in his political views our subject coin- 
cides with the democratic party. 


«RED SCHULTZ, an energetic and pros- 
S3- perous farmer of Acoma township, 
has a fine farm of 160 acres on section 20, 
about seventy acres of which are under culti- 
vation, and which he has improved in a supe- 
rior manner, all his buildings being hand- 
some and commodious. He is a native of 
Germany and was born November 1, 1550. 
His parents, Fred and Augusta Schultz, were 
born and reared in that empire and there the 
mother of our subject died when he.was still 
a small child. His father married a second 
wife and when the son had finished his edu- 
cation in his native land and was some six- 
teen years old, the family immigrated to this 
country, and located in Racine county, Wis., 
and there he remained with them until he 
enlisted in Company LH, Twenty-second Wis- 
consin Infantry, and served with that regi- 
ment until the close of the war. Ile partici- 
pated in all the campaigns of that body, 
which was a part of the Twentieth Corps and 
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was with Sherman in his famous march to 
the sea. He was discharged from the service 
in 1865. 

Returning to his home he found that his 
father and step-mother had died in the mean- 
time, and that fall he came to Minnesota and 
bought the farm in McLeod county where 
he now lives, and has resided there ever since. 
He was married August 12, 1866, to Miss 
Augusta Kepke. By this union there have 
been born a family of seven children, all liy- 
ing and at home with their parents. Their 
names are— William, Gotileib, Ienrietta, 
Amelia, Helmot, Martha and Edith. Mr. 
Schultz has held many of the town offices, 
being a prominent and public-spirited citizen, 
among the most important of which were 
those of supervisor, treasurer and school di- 
rector. He is a member of the Lutheran 
church and is ever ready to help in all relig- 
ious work. ILis views in political matters 
Jead him to affiliate with the democratic 
party as they have formulated his principles 
in their platforms. HHeis one of the most es- 
teemed and valued citizens of the town and 
merits the respect of all. 
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KE>REDERICK DUEHN, who is carrying 

on farming oper rations on section 
26, Sumter tow nship, is a native of Ger- 
many, born near Berlin, Prussia, October 
30, 1828, and is the son of Frederick and 

ora (Oke) Duehn.. The mother of our sub- 
ject died while he was but a child, as did 
all her children but him. The father \ 
blacksmith by trade and followed that busi- 
ness all his life, and died in the old country. 
When he was about twenty-nine vears of age 
the subject of this sketch crossed the ocean 


to the United States, and after a voyage of 


some fifty-three days landed at New York. 
He came at once to the West,and for a year 
was employed at the forge (for he too is a 
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bli icksmith) Won aman by the name of Charles 


Keen, half between Milwaukee and 
Racine, Wis. From there he removed to 
Ahnapee, and for some twenty-six years 
made it his home. Ie was engaged in black- 
smithing there in connection with farming, 
and ran a shop of his own for many years. 
Je then came to’ Mcleod county and set- 
tled on his present farin of 320 acres of fine 
Jand on sections 26 and 27, Sumter township, 
where he has made all the improvements. 
Ile is engaged in general farming and stock- 
raising, and has made it quite a success. 

Mr. Duehn was married September 2s, 
1858, in Alnapee, Wis., to Miss Caroline Rich- 
ards, a native of Germany and daughter of 
Frederick and Charlotte (Buetow) Richards. 
Her parents came to this country in 1857 and 
located in Ahnapee, engaging in farming, 
and there the father died, October 10, 1579. 
Her mother is living with Mrs. Dueln in 
this county. The family consisted of seven 
children—Charles, Hannah, William, Caro- 
lina, Ferdinand, Wilhelmina and Frederick, 
three of whom are dead. Mrs. Duelin was 
born October 27, 1842, and is the mother of 
fourteen children, viz:— Helena, Lena, Rose 
E., Frederick, Lottie, Richard W., Frank ES 
Hannah, Charles F., Hannah (deceased), 
IIelen (deceased), Caroline W. (deceased), 
Frank B. (deceased), and William W. (de- 
ceased), Mr. Dueln is a republican in his 
politics, and the family are connected with 
the Methodist church. 
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OSEPH BAISDEN, farmer, of Rich Val- 
ley township, came to this county in 
1865, and after a short time spent at Si ilver 
Lake, took up a homestead on section 2, 
where he lived, making all the improvements 
until 1881, when, purchasing his present 
place, on section 1, he moved there. Ile is 
giving considerable attention to the raising of 
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Jersey cattle and Poland C re swine, and is 
meeting with great success. 

Mr. Baisden was born in Logan county, 
Va. (now embraced in West Virginia), De- 
cember 18, 1837, and is the son of Edward 
and Susanna (Barnett) Baisden. His parents 
were natives of Kentucky and were married 
in that State. 

They came to this county with their son, 
Joseph, and remained here until 1882, when 
they migrated to Missouri, where aa died 
the same year. They were members of the 
Methodist and Baptist churches, resrectively, 
and were the parents of twelve children — 
James, Fannie, Elias, Elvira, Joseph, Ludvico, 
Mary Ann, John, Nancy Jane, Bennett and 
Edward J]. One, William K., died in child- 
hood. James, a heutenant in the Fifth Vir- 
ginia Regiment, was killed by bushwhackers. 

The subject of these memoirs was reared 
in the “Old Dominion” and received a good 
education, and at the close of his school days 
commenced teaching, and followed that pro- 
fession for some four years. Engaging in 
the lumber business at the expiration of that 
time, he found employment therein until 
1862. The next three years were devoted to 
renewing his knowledge of agriculture, after 
which he came to this county as recounted 
above. 

Mr. Baisden was married June &, 1862, to 
Miss Arminca J. Crum, who was born in 
Wayne county, Va., October 15, 1837, 
and is the daughter of William and Mary 
(Horr) Crum, natives of Kentucky. By this 
union there have been seyen children born— 
Mary A., Isabella, Naney E., William f., 
Cain, Bazilla, and John. Maury is bying on a 
farm in Crow Wing county, this State. The 
balance of the children at home. Mr. 
Baisden is. a republican in his polities, and 
has held the offices of supervisor, assessor and 
clerk of the school board. Ile radical 
temperance man anda member of the Mur- 
phy elub. . 
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NARL RATZLOFF, one of the leading 
-y and representative farmers of Lynn 
tow nship, has his home on section 5, w here he 
has a fine farm of 360 acres of excellent land, 
100 of which are under excellent cultivation, 
and upon which he hasa large and comfortable 
dwelling house, two commudious barns, each 
with stone basements, and other out-build- 
ings. The whole of these structures is sur- 
rounded by a handsome grove that he has 
set out. Besides this fine property he is the 
owner of a farm of 160 acres in Meeker 
county, Which is also improyed. 

The subject of this memoir was born in 
Prussia, Germany, February 24, 1826,and is 
the son of Carl and Lotta_(Krausa) Ratzloff. 
When he was but a small child his father died, 
and his mother married Carl Janeka, who 
was the owner of a flouring miil, the motive 
power of which was wind, and in that estab- 
lishment our subject commenced the battle of 
life. In the mill and on the farm of his 
step-father he was employed until he had 
reached the age of thirty years, except the 
three years spent in the army, as is every 
German youth’s duty. 

In 1854 Mr. Ratzloff immigrated to the 
United States, and coming straight west lo- 
eated in Burlington, Wiss where he was em- 
ployed at farm labor for three years. In 
1857 he was married and moved to Nebraska, 
and there worked ona farm. Three years 
he stayed there, and during that time he was 
sick much of the time, and his wife died. 


Discouraged, he returned to Wisconsin, and 
there worked out for a couple of years. In 


1862 he was again married, this time to 
Miss Caroline Dettman, and caine to McLeod 
county, Minn., and took a homestead at the 
place where he now lives. 

In November, 1870, his wife died, leaving 
him four childven—Matilda, Mary, Ludwig 


and Carl. In May, 1871, be was united in 


marriage with Miss Albertine Block, and 
they have a family of two children — 
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William and Amelia. He has held the of- 
fice of supervisor of the town, and is one of 
the leading spirits in all the popular move- 
ments in the precinct. 


GB 


OSEPH WASMEK, a leading farmer of 

the town of Hale, was born in Bohemia, 
May 13, 1844, and is the son of Joseph and 
Frances (Miller) Wasmek, natives of that 
part of the Austrian empire. He came to 
the United States with his parents in 1856, 
and the family settled in Racine county, 
Wis., where his father bought a small farm. 
In 1860 they removed to McLeod county, 
Minn., and the father gave a yoke of steers 
fora squatter’s claim, on which he filed a 
homestead. This was in Rich Valley.town- 
ship, and on thisfarm the elder Mr. W asmek 
resided until his death. 

The subject of this memoir made his home 
with his parents until he was some twenty- 
seven years old, assisting his father on the 
farm. When they first came to this county, 
although they had money to buy with, there 
was nothing to eat. Forty miles from a 
market, with no roads, was not very pleas- 
ant, especially when it is known that there 
were no corn or wheat to be had for love or 
money, and but little else. At the time of 
the Indian troubles the family went to Glen- 
coe, and there remained a few weeks, the 
father walking back and forth to the farm 
every day tosee about the stock, ete. Joseph, 
in the meantime, belonged to the squad of 


scouts, and spent weeks in the woods, looking | 


for the savages. When he was about twen- 
ty-seven he bought 120 acres of land on sec- 
tion 23, in the town of Hale, and moving on 
it has lived there ever since. 

Mr. Wasmek was married July 5, 1868, to 
Miss Paulina Suchanek, and they have a fam- 
ily of seven children—George, born May 4 
1869; Joseph, born July 7, 1871; Peter, born 
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“7, embhiheee Bale 7a.A bert born 16, 1873; Albert, born May 10,. 
1878; Lena, a June 7, 1881; Louisa, born 

Apr i] 2 27, 1883, and Wencil, ate Jantary 23, 
1887. Our subject has filled the offices of 
school director three years, constable eight 
years and road overseer for eight years. 
He is a democrat, anda member of the Cath- 
olic church, 
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ENRY KIMPEL. Many of the settlers 
of McLeod county are Germans by 
a race from which spring so many 
Quiet, sober 


birth, 
of our most eminent citizens. 
and industrious, they have come from the 


vine-clad hills of their fatherland, by the 
green shores and rushing waters of the en- 
chanting Rhine or the classic Danube, to 
find in the New World the freedom denied 
them in the land of their birth. Prominent 
among these is the gentleman whose name 
heads this article. He first saw the light 
beneath the roof of the cottage of his father, 
Michael Kimpel, in July, 1835, in Germany. 
Ile was reared and educated in the land of 
his birth, and there lived until 1856, when 
(his father having died), accompanied by his 
mother, he emigrated from the “ home across 
the sea” and landed in New York City 
June. On their arrival in Chicago, whither 
they had directed their steps, being out of 
money, our subject sold the gun he had 
brought with him, and with the proceeds sent 
the mother to Carver county, this State, and 
went to work in that city. 

Three months later our subject removed to 
Manitowoc, Wis., where he was employed in 
a brewery until the spring of 1857, at which 
time he came to Carver county, arriving there 
April 8th. For a short time he w orked for 
others, but, having borrowed some money, in 
1861 he preémpted the northwest quarter 
of section 32, in Young America township. 
In that claim he made his home for fifteen 
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years, but in 1876 removed to the town of 
Bergen and purchased 140 acres of land on 
section 7, where he now lives. He has im- 
proved this place in a substantial and beauti- 
ful manner, and the taste displayed about the 
house and grounds reflect great credit upon 
his care and judgement. 

Mr. Kimpel was united in marriage No- 
vember 17, 1863, with Miss Wilhelmina 
Steinsel, the daughter of John and Frederika 
(Lemke) Steinsel, and by this union is the 
parent of four children—Shadrew Dora, 
now Mrs. Gerard Schwitz, born Octo- 
ber 18, 1864; August, born April 2, 1866; 
Matilda (Mrs. Fritz Berschmann), born March 
92, 1867, and Emma, born December 18, 
1871. Mr. Kimpel served for four months in 
Company H, Second Minnesota Infantry, 
during the late war, being discharged at Fort 
Snelling July 18,1865, at the close of hostili- 
ties. 


ILON CUTLER, a prominent farmer 
of the town of Sumter, and an 
raiser of small fruit, has his home 

on section 86. He is a native of Genessee 

county, N. Y., born December 3, 1845, and 
is the son of Joseph D. and Lucinda (Jones) 

Cutler. Ilis parents were born, reared and 

married in the “Empire State,’ and there 

the subject of our sketch passed his boyhood 
and youth. He was oneof a family of nine 
children, of whom six are living — Milon, 

John B., Allie B., Seymour, Henry and IIat- 

tic. He received his education in the excel- 

lent schools of his native State, andafter the 
family came to Minnesota in 1863, and lo- 
eated in Wabasha county; he attended the 
high school in Plainview. He was employed 
in teaching in that part of the State until 

1871, when he came to McLeod county, and 

since that time has been actively engaged in 

that profession and in farming here.  ILis 


extensive 


father came to this county in 1878 and re- 
mained here until 1884, when he removed to 
Hennepin county, where he is living a retired 
life. Our subject has traveled considerably, 
both in Washington Territory and in Colo- 
rado, and has acquired a good knowledge of 
those portions of our great republic. 

Mr. Cutler and Miss Lizzie Walker were 
united in marriage February 14, 1878. The 
lady is a native of Canada, and is the daugh- 
ter of John Walker, who came to McLeod 
county in 1856, and made a settlement. Her 
father died here in 1866, but her mother is 
still living here. By this union there have 
been born a ue! of four children, whose 
names are ary L., Trumbull M. 
and Almina. 

Mr. Cutler has held some of the more im- 
portant town and school offices since locat- 
ing here and is the vice-president of the 
State horticultural society, president of the 
county society of the same character, secre- 
tary of the McLeod county farmer’s alliance, 
and also of the township branch of the 
same. He takes a great interest in all edu- 
cational work and is looked up to as an an- 
thority upon that subject. 


Seen ei Vita. ae 
(GX HRISTOPHER LAMBKE, one of the 


ES prominent and prosperous farmers of 
the town of Acoma, was born in Gerinany, 
December 25, 1837, and is the son of Joseph 
and Fredrika Lambke, natives of the German 
Empire. His father died when our subject 
was but nine years of age, and he was com 
pelled by necessity to helpsupport himself ty 
Ww atching sheep, that being an important ib 
dustry in that portion of his native land. -\t 
various occupations he passed the years unt 
he was some twenty-five years old, w hen 
ing the impossibility of raising himself tv 

competency in the country of his birth, i 
1862 he embarked for the New World ane 
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located in La Porte county, Ind., on his ar- 
rival here, and there was employed in farm 
labor for a year. Ile was married, July 17, 
1863, to Miss Dora Schroeder, who became 
the mother of one child, John, born in Au- 
gust, 1866, and died in August, 1869. After 
his marriage he worked for other parties for 
some three or four years, and then, renting a 
farm, commenced operations for himself. 
Two years later he went to Michigan and 
there worked by the day for a Mr. Sanders for 
about a year, but in 1866 removed to McLeod 
county, Minn., and made a claim on section 
14, Acoma, under the homestead act. To 
this he has added some sixty eight acres of 
land, and now owns a farm of 108 acres. 
Here his wife died April 16,1877. He has 
a good farm, and the improvements on it are 
of a betterclass than common. He has been 
fairly prosperous since coming here, and has 
succeeded in accumulating a_ substantial 
property and is ranked among the well-to-do 
farmers of the county. 

Mr. Lambke was married the second time, 
June 18, 1877, to Mrs. Eliza (Alsep) Schroeder, 
the daughter of William and Helena (Mann) 
Alsep and the widow of John Schroeder, by 
whom she had three children—Ida, Emery 
and Frank. Ida is the wife of Bud Bowers, 
of Acoma. Bythis union Mr. Lambke is the 
parent of three children—John, Charles and 
Carrie. 

The family are members of the Evangel- 
ical church, and in his politics Mr. Lambke is 
a strong supporter of the democratic party. 


e 


ULIUS EMME, a prominent farmer of the 


most worthy citizens, came to this county in 
1858, and settled on section 18, where he 
now lives. Ile has a fine farm of 200 acres, 
and is engaged in general farming and stock- 
raising. The improvements are of a supe- 


town of Rich Valley, and one of its - 
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rior character and very neat. Mr. Emme was 
born in Prussia, February 5, 1835, and is the 
son of Gottfried and Maria (Schroeder) 
Emme, natives of the German empire. He 
was reared in the land of his birth and there 
acquired his education. In 1854, with a 
natural desire to better his fortune, he 
crossed the stormy Atlantic to the United 
States, and went to work on the New York 
& Erie Railroad. Three months later he 
moved to Dodge county, Wis., and labored 
ona farm for three vears. While he was 
there his parents joined him, having immi- 
grated to this country, and all of them came 
to Minnesota and located in McLeod county. 
The father of the subjecc of this sketch, who 
Was a mason by trade, enlisted in the Fourth 
Minnesota Infantry, and from the fall of 
1863, when he went to the front, to the pres- 
ent, there has been nothing heard from hin, 
and he doubtless fills a soldier’s grave in 
the “Sunny South.” Ilis wife died here in 
1866. Their children were—August (de- 
ceased), Ferdinand, Julius, Wilhelmina, Cor- 
alie, Louisa (deceased) and Henrietta. 

Julius taught a term of school in the coun- 
ty in 1864, but has devoted his attention 
mainly to farming since his arrival here. 
Inthe summer of 1863 he went over to his 
nei¢hbor’s (Carl Wiedewitch) and while there 
the Indians, who had returned to this coun- 
ty, fired at him as he was turning the grind- 
stone, shooting him in the arm. He ran to 
the next neighbor’s who took him to Glen- 
coe, where, after trying tosave that member, 
the surgeons had to take off his arm the fol- 
lowing December. During this time he went 
to Scott county, and after he taught the 
school above mentioned he went back to 
that place and then returned to his farm. 

Our subject was married in March, 1569, 
to Miss Ernestine Luck, a native of Germany, 
who is the mother of two boys, living—Oscar 
and Otto. One child, Martin, died in infan- 
cy. Inhis politics Mr. Emme isa republican 
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and is a representative man of the town- 
ship. He has held the offices of supervisor, 
assessor and school director, and at present 
is justice of the peace. He and his parents 
were among the first settlers in the town of 
Rich Valley, and have been identified with its 
growth and development since the early 
days. 


AKER N. BUNCH, a progressive and en- 

terprising farmer and stock-raiser 0° 
the town of Sumter, came to this county in 
1868, and purchased the farm where he now 
lives, on section 31, which was the one owned 
and occupied by the ill-fated White farily 
who were massacred by the Indians. He 
controls some 320 acres of land and devotes a 
portion of his time and attention to the rear- 
ing of stock. 

Mr. Bunch was born in Ohio, February 15, 
1832, and is the son of Jesse and Catherine 
(Newby) Bunch, the latter natives of North 
Carolina. In his childhood the family moved 
to Michigan, where our subject was reared 
and received his education. lis father was 
a farmer, and upon the farm Baker grew to 
manhood, attending school and assisting in 
carrying on the farm. When young, like 
many others at that time, he went to the 
golden shores of California, and for over 
three years delved in its rich placers and 
gulches, and succeeded in wresting from 
Nature some of her hidden store. He then 
engaged in the cattle business there. driving 
them from the fields of Oregon to the mines 
of California, and followed that business for 
two years. 


On returning to civilization, the subject of — 


this sketch came to Red Wing, Minn., and 
there entered into the mercantile trade. He 
was in this business when the second call 
was made for three years’ troops, and selling 
out his interest in the store he enlisted in 


| 
| 
| 
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Company F, Sixth Minnesota Infantry. He 
served with that regiment for some time, and 
then was transferred to the Third Minnesota 
Light Artillery, and was a member of that 
organization when mustered out in 1865. He 
participated in a number of engagements and 
skirmishes. 

The marriage of Mr. Bunch occurred May 
25, 1868, at which time he led to the altar 
Miss Myra Amelia Ames, the daughter of 
Saxon Ames. They are the parents of five 
children — Jesse 8., Oscar, Ralph, Eva 
and Ray. Mr. Bunch has held some of the 
responsible and important offices in this town, 
among them that of supervisor. He is in 
politics a republican and a member of the 


‘Odd Feliow’s order. 


#} OHN P. HILGER, one of the influential 

j and intelligent members of the farming 
community of Glencoe township, living on 
section 16, was born in the city of New York, 
December 31, 1841, and is the son of Murce 
and Delia <A. (Sistare) Hilger. His father 
was a native of the Kingdom of Prussia and 
his mother of the State of Connecticut. He 
spent his youth in the pursuit of knowledge 
in the private schools and academies of the 
metropolis of this country, and finished by a 
four years’ course at the Frederich Wilhelm 
Gymnasium, at Cologne, Germany, one of 
the best in Europe. Returning to his native 
land he entered into the mercantile and im 
porting business in New York City, and re 
mained there, engaged in that line until 1579 
when he came to Minnesota 
down upon the place where he is carrying on 
agricultural pursuits. IIe has 160 acres of 
fine land, well under cultivation, well stocked 
and the improvements are of a superior 
class. In his politics he is a democrat, and is 
« warm supporter of the principles of that 
party. 
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The subject of this memoir was united in | farm that he bought near Glencoe, where 
marriage, January 2, 1866, with Miss Joseph- | he lived some five years. In 1878 he bought 
ine Van Alstyne, a native of New York | 240 acres of land in Lynn township, moved 
City, and by their union there have been born | on it and still resides there. 

a family of nine children. All of the chil- | Mrs. Sauter is the daughter of Charles and 
dren have been spared to them but one. The | Elizabeth (ITial) Raitz, and was born in 
| 
/ 


family are most highly respected in the com- | Pennsylvania. She is the mother of twelve 
munity, and area valuable addition to the | children, as follows—Elizabeth (married 
people of the town. The parents of both | Charles Bipes), Charles (deceased), Susan, 
Mr. and Mrs. Hilger are deceased ; they were | Melvina, Mary, George, Edward, John, Will- 
natives of New York, and people of high | iam, Emma, Sophia and Henry. 

standing in that part of the country. . 


AVID BADGER WATROUS, of the 
é OHN SAUTER. Among the industrious town of Winsted, is the son of Lever- 
J and thrifty citizens of McLeod county | ett and Prudentia (Cole) Watrous, and was 
that have come to this locality from their | born in Perry, Wyoming county, N. Y., July 
home in the German fatherland and its vine- | 11, 1833. He was reared upon his father’s 
clad hills, and beside the placid waters of | farm and received his education in the prim- 
the beautiful River Rhine, is the gentleman | itive log school houses of the period. His 
whose name heads this sketch, who resides | mother died when he was but eight years of 
on section 20, Lynn township. age and he missed her loving care. At the 
Born in the grand duchy of Baden, De- | time he was twelve years old he commenced 
cember 21, 1829, he was reared in that land | the business of life, driving the teams on a 
of beauty, the most picturesque part of the | thresher, and from that period has been act- 
German Empire. He received the education | ively engaged in farming labor. For four 
which is the right of every youth of that | years he worked for the small sum of $40 
land, and, as his parents, Jacob and Justina | a year. 
(Burkhardt) Sauter, were in but poor circum- ; — February 9, 1856, he was united in mar- 
stances, he assisted them to the best of his | riage with Miss Mary A. Gardner, a native of 
ability. Up to the time he was twenty-five | the town of Perry, N. Y., and the daughter 
years of age he gave all that he earned to | of Jeremiah and Keziah (Williams) Gardner. 
the old folks to lighten their burdens. He then rented a piece of corn land on the 
December 21, 1854, Mr. Sauter was united | Genessee Flats, which contained some sixty 
in marriage with Miss Catherine’ Raitz, in | acres, and put in a crop, the most of which 
the State of Illinois, he having immigrated | was cut off by the frost on the night of June 
to this country in 1848 with his parents, and | 10th. Attending to his farmand running a 
after spending one winter in Buffalo, N. Y., | thresher in season he remained tlicre until 
moved to Stephenson county, Ill. Ile re- | 1860, when he came to Minnesota. A team 
mained in that vicinity until 1856, when he | brought him and his wife to Watertown,Car- 
came to Minnesota and settled in Carver | ver county, and from there they were com- 
county. Purchasing a farm there, he made | pelled to come the balance of the way on 
it his home for seventeen years, and in 1873 | foot, Mr, Watrous carrying his wife across 
removed to this county and located on the | the sloughs and marshes on his back. Ilis 


2 


AW clot Hew tS ayo!) all aniclol 


. fyonsusion od blo erao7 evlewd ewa-od ontis | AT. ,robact to 


03 Yo mae Kame ont 0d bealtow ad many, | todd Yo divoy, sont 


“gin Be gubsiin oil! 90 toon alt ed Tho tua aan ee 
, ii bawarsed aid oF gnibaoiA iOS a nT) 
. 


sade atts yorpat edigidl de 
adi 0). nbititihe Jeulay soe | 
diod lortnorsg odT .wod od I 
mia od) ; boenseoh eae 1 Ae ee 


ene lt ban eiskqo? soar tei | Agid to ea be it 
ee Rae in 


oW to GUOATAW WEDGAA oe | 
4906.5 lo aoe oclt-2i jredeniV! Yo awor 
aug 4 Avotia Wl (9lo9) stinsbirt'l bag te | wanes box lol lo. sassitio 
vat oF OV Ainuos geieoyW periel ai ntod | ‘sioxld mort ‘iHilesol id off 
nt aid wages botnet anv of beet tT | ) -utiv afi bop brshrodint 
a oii ol solpoubes aid bevioont brs ariet | Yo wtetaw hioalg ot 
ML «boiseg silt Ww soamod loodse gol svisi | namoliaay old ai oniddl mat 
to ey idyio ud anew od. codw bail wdiom | esbieot ow dlodoale ail 
Os tA geo woivol rod heseisn ol bus oge | 


sdeinab ee ra an phar 
fae (bokewab) zalind) fragt eolradd 


evortenbhni oxdlt a 


5.0 ameot odd gaivith chil te -ezeniaud adt | baal tadd oi bow any 
Jon owl aed boii tad? mort bas rodeos) | ad? Yo diag, i 
tol wot todal gaia ai begagne levi | soitaoubo ol? by 


noo | aniteul boa dooal 

Annet at badiaw yaw. ol AdaE A views -innotia tooq sudo gn , 
Woven a palied .A vial elf diiw oynit | eid lo dead, oilt ol 9 | 
tiilgoub oftban,¥ “yr to waol od | svi. winond enw of on 
eer HW). snisort bos deiavesbto | of berms oil anit fly 
_ fie tint nwo to, epsig # baines nods oFf ag siouly ms 
wwe boumninos ioitw etal a1 omanitok) bosiny an | 

lw Rem okt ,qor9 0 Gi toy bes aaron | al xt 

het 


ie 
4 


ri loupe volar) | 
, oat a 


678 


MCLEOD COUNTY, MINNESOTA. 


destination, which they reached at dark, was | 


in Wright county just north of the McLeod 
county line, and there he worked for a broth- 
er and a brother-in-law for a time. He 
remained at Lake Mary until June, 1863, 
and then came to this county and purchased 
eighty acres of land on section 12 and moved 
his family there. 

July 15, 1863, our subject enlisted in Com- 
pany A, Hatch’s Battalion of Minnesota 
Cavalry, and served on frontier duty until 
June 15, 1866, when he was mustered out 
and returned to his farm. The service of 
this body of men was very arduous as they 
were employed in the escorting of stages, 
trains, building forts, etc. Settling down to 
the hard and busy life of the Western farmer 
he has made this his home ever since, and 
has run a threshing machine every season 
since. Ile is anadept at this work, but once 
got caught by the tumbling rod and had his 
arm broken and the clothes torn off him. 
The improvements upon his place are of a 
superior character, and the situation of the 
house upon the banks of Lake Winsted is 
most picturesque. 

Mr. Watrous isthe parent of two children 
—Nellie, Mrs. John Wiggs, living in Win- 
sted, and Ida, living at home. The family 
are Presbyterian in their religious belief, 
and he is a republican in political matters. 


Ste) ee 


<>) OBERT LOWE, an old and respected 

’N. citizen of the town of Lynn, who is 
carrying on agricultural pursuits on section 
18, isa native of Ludham, Norfolk county, 
England. ILeis the son of Robert and Sarah 
(Hazell) Lowe, and first saw the light Feb- 
ruary 29, 1832. He was reared in the home 
of his father, and as he grew to maturer 
years he tcok a notion to the sea and was 
employed in the deep sea fishery. He re- 
- mained in the land of his birth until the vear 


| 


1852, at which date he immigrated to “the 
land of the free,’ and at first located in Mon- 
roe county, N. Y. Three vears were spent 
there in farm labor, and then he came West, to 
Lyons, Towa, and there took a contract to 
make brick. Two years later he removed 
to Maquoketa, that State, and engaged in 
the lime and lumber business, and then came 
to Minnesota. He rented a farm in the sub- 
urbs of Stillwater and staid there one year, 
after which he went to the Rum River, and 
on arented farm, lived until the spring of 
1866, when he came to Lynn township, Me- 
Leod county and took up a homestead of 
160 acres of land. Theclaim had been taken 
by a soldier, and he bought out the 
man, paying him the sum of $18, but after 
filing the papers and consulting with the 
register of the land office, Mr. Fletcher, 
who told him that it was all right, he was 
finally only allowed to have eighty acres, 
and being too poor to contest the matter, 
had to content himself. The incoming and 
outgoing registers threw the case from one 
to the other, and hecould get no satisfaction; 
neither of them would take up the case. 
Had he not had a steer which he butchered 
that fall, he would have been in a deplorable 
condition that winter, and, as it was, he was 
called on to suffer many privations. Ife put 
in his first crop, paying $1.50 a bushel 
for the seed, but the birds ate up the 
largest part of it, and he was compelled to 
work out fora living and pass through severe 
hardships for another winter. The next 
year he had a good crop. From that time 
on he had the luck of the average farmer 
here, until the grasshopper troubles, and only 
by the most energetic measures and wnt iri 
efforts was he enabled to keep them out of hes 
growing crops. Tis industry and alinest 
superhuman work met with its merited reward 
and he alone of all the neighborhood lar 
vested a fine crop. By patience and diligence 
he has now a fine farm of 160 acres, ail o 
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which is the result of his own efforts. The im- 
provements are of an excellent character and 
the buildings are beautifully surrounded by a 
grove that he had the foresight to set out. 

Mr. Lowe was united in marriage in No- 
vember, 1858, with Miss Nancy Stockberger, 
the daughter of Mathias and Nancy (Beatty) 
Stockberger, natives of Pennsylvania. He 
is one of the representative men of the town, 
and has served as a member of the town 
board and as school director. He is 
bitionist in his political views, and is a mem- 
ber of the Methodist church. He is also con- 
nected with the Masonic fraternity. 


a prohi- 


(Q- AYETTE E. FORD. one of the most 
re prominent and highly respected old 
settlers in McLeod county, is a resident of 
section 14, Glencoe township. He was born 
in Greenfield, Saratoga county, N. Y., Octo- 
ber 16, 1824, and is the son of Jonathan and 
Eliza (Rowley) Ford. His parents were both 
natives of the “Empire State,” the father 
having been born July 11, 1800, and the 
mother December 12, 1804. The father was 
engaged in the coopering and lumbering 
business in connection with his farming op- 
erations until his death. After this sad 
event the mother lived with a daughter in 
New York State for some time, and then 
came West, and for a nuinber of years lived 
with her son, Fayette Ford, the subject of our 
present sketch. Then she went to Nebraska, 
and died there while living with her youngest 
son, Simeon, in Merrick county, that State. 
Jonathan and Eliza Ford were the parents of 
twelve children, as follows: Cornelius R., a 
resident of Nebraska; Fayette E., of whom 
we write; Mary Ann, deceased; Jonathan 
D., of Nebraska; Elizabeth, deceased; So- 
phia, deceased ; Harriet A., now Mrs. James 
Holsapple, who lives on the Hudson River, in 


New York State; David R., in Nebraska; | the terrible Indian 
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Stephen, deceased; Simeon, deceased; Charles, 
deceased; and Albert, deceased. 

Fayette E., our subject, remained at home 
with his parents, assisting his father in his 
business until he was some nineteen years of 
age. Nearly two years were then put in by 
him in learning the carpenter’s trade and on 
the farm, when be entered the employ of 
Sanders & Co., of Schenectady, N. Y., and 
had charge of a gang of men cutting lumber 
on the Kayderrosserras Mountains, for the 
same firm, and remained with them for 
several years. After leaving this firm he 
took charge of his uncle’s farm near Still- 
water, Saratoga county, N. Y., which he 
worked for one year, but as his father was 
then erecting a large mill, Fayette E. 
sold his farming interests and became 
interested in the erection of the mill 
with his father. After about a year— in 
the spring of 1852—the mill was sold, and 
our subject went to work for an uncle in 
Malta, Saratoga county, N. Y. There he re- 
mained until his marriage, which took place 
August 4, 1852, at which time he led to the 
altar Miss Mary J. Sherman, Further on in 
this article we give the details of Mrs. Ford’s 
family history. 

After his marriage Mr. Ford settled at 
Mt. Pleasant, in his native county, and while 
there was employed as an overseer in agri- 
cultural work for Oscar Granger & Co., the 
proprietors of a glass manufactory. This he 
continued for a number of years, and then he 
purchased asmall farm and tilled the soil for 
a few seasons. Tinally, he concluded to sell 
out and come West, and accordingly, in the 
spring of 1857, in company with Martin 
Ford and Elias Tompkins, he started toward 
the “setting sun.” When they reached Du- 
buque they were joined by three others, and 
hiring a team for $75, they took a prospect- 
ing trip as far as the Cedar Valley, above 
Waterloo, in Iowa. This was the spring of 
massacre at Spirit Lake, 
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and they met hundreds of settlers fleeing to- 
ward the older settlements for safety. A 
majority of the party not being satisfied with 
the Iowa country, they returned to Dubuque, 
and our subject, accompanied by Martin Ford 
and Elias Tompkins, came up the Mississippi 
river to St. Paul, and thence on the Minne- 
sota river to Carver, from which point they 
walked to Glencoe. Stages were then run- 
ning, but there was so much travel and roads 
so bad, that it was almost impossible to get 
a chance to ride, and besides they arrived in 
about the same time as was made by the 
stages in those days. Al] three of the party 
took claims on sections 17 and 18, Bergen 
township. Both Martin Ford and Elias 
Tompkins are long since dead. Mr. Ford 
filed his claim May 4, 1857, and immedi- 
ately commenced its improvement. He 
built a log cabin, and with the assistance of 
aman that he had hired, put in some three 
acres of corn and one acre of potatoes, and 
then, leaving his man on the place, he spent 
the season working at his trade in Glencoe. 
That fall, after the corn had tasselled out, 
the grasshoppers came and destroyed nearly 
the entire crop. His wife came here in the 
fall of 1857, Mr. Ford meeting her at Du- 
buque. In the spring of 1858 a log house 
was erected on the claim, and they settled 
upon it, and here Mr. Ford devoted his ener- 
gies to his farming operations until 1859. In 
that year he removed to the village of Glen- 
coe, where he erected the first store building 
and there remained fora time. He then re- 
turned to the farm, and on the 26th of Sep- 
tember, 1861, he enlisted in Company JB, 
Fourth Minnesota Infantry, and during the 
following winter was stationed at Fort 
Ridgeley. In the spring of 1862 the regi- 
ment was sent to the front, and he partici- 
pated in the siege and capture of Corinth, 
but having been seized with the sickness so 
prevalent in camp, he was sent from one hos- 
pital to another, without effecting much 
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change in his condition. Finally, while he 
was in the hospital at Keokuk, Iowa, his 
colonel sent an order directing him to go on 
recruiting service in Minnesota, if able, but 
on his way North he was taken worse, and 
upon his arrival he again took refuge in the 
hospital. ; 

A short time later he was granted a sick 
furlough, and accordingly returned to his 
home in McLeod county. It was through 
this condition of affairs that he was here at 
the beginning of the Indian outbreak. As 
the news from the frontier grew worse and 
worse, the family twice left the farm for 
safety, but soon returned, and finally, when 
the Indians attacked and burned Hutchin- 
son, a town about sixteen miles distant, Mr. 
Ford at once removed his family to Minne. 
apolis forsafety. They plainly saw the smoke 
before the news reached them. At the ex- 
piration of his furlough, as our subject was 
still in the service, he reported for duty at 
Fort Snelling, and remained there until 
finally discharged late in the fall of 1862 for 
disability contracted in the service. The 
family remained at Minneapolis until Janu- 
ary, 1863, when they returned to the farm. 
When the Jndians came back in the summer 
of 1863 and wounded some of his neighbors 
Mr. Ford left that farm for good. The In- 
dians were skulking around so that the set- 
tlers scarcely knew where safety could be 
found. That summer the neighbors «il 
banded together to do their harvesting, and 
carried their guns to the fields with them, 
Mr. Ford removed to Glencoe and worked at 
his trade for some time. In 1869, having 
sold his original place, he purchased his pre> 
ent farm, where he has lived ever since. He 
has a valuable place of about 160 acres ud 
joining the county seat, Glencoe, and beste 
this, owns forty acres on the site of his ome 
He has in the past devots 3 
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latter, but he has lately turned the active 
management of the business over to one of 
his sons, and is now living more retired from 
the active cares of business, enjoying the 
well-earned respite of an active and useful 
life. During early days he took a very act- 
ive and prominent part in all public matters, 
and has held a great many local offices, in- 
cluding that of county commissioner, be- 
- sides about all the township offices at differ- 
ent times. He was one of the first justices 
of the peace in Bergen township, and offici- 
ated at the first two marriages solemnized 
in that precinct. In all educational and re- 
ligious matters he has always done his full 
share, and for twenty-five years he has held 
the position of deacon in the Congregational 
church. A man of the strictest integrity, 
esteemed and respected by all who know 
him, he is one of the best representatives of 
that hardy class of pioneers who did so much 
toward the early development of McLeod 
county, and as such we take pleasure in pre- 
senting a portrait of him in another depart- 
ment of this ALnum. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ford are the parents of five 
children— Frances H., Stephen A. and 
Fayette D., all living; and Sarah A. and 
Mary C., deceased. Mrs. Ford was the 
daughter of Henry T. and Frances (Conklin) 
Sherman, the former a native of Rhode Is- 
land and the latter of New York. She had 
lived at Saratoga, N. Y., until she wastwelve 
years of age, aan her parents remoyed to 
Stillwater, N.Y., which was about two miles 
and a half from Bemis Heights, the scene of 
the battle so famous in history. Their resi- 
dence was only about half,a mile west of 
where General Gates’ headquarters were to- 
eated during this battle,so it was in one of the 
most historic localities in the United States. 
Mrs. Ford traces her lineage back to the same 
source as do the distinguished Shermans of 
Ohio. She was one of a family of seven 
children, as follows—Sarah A., who still 
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lives on the old homestead in Saratoga 
county, N. Y.; Mary J., now Mrs. Ford ; 
Frances M., now Mrs. Foote, of Helena, 
Mont.; Thomas E., stillon the old homestead; 
Harriet E., deceased; William H., a resident 
of Mechanicsville, N. Y., and Helen A., 
deceased. Both the father and mother died 
on the old homestead. 

Mr. Ford has always taken an active inter- 
est in political matters. He is a strong re- 
publican. 


4 th SEBS i 


<=ys TEPHEN HUGHES, one of the earnest 
-y and thorough going farmers of Rich 
Valley tow nship, was born in Saratoga 
county, N. Y., December 20, 1843, and is the 
son of John and Catherine (Wright) Hughes, 
both of whom were natives of Ireland, and 
who had come to this country after their mar- 
riage, in 1841. They settled in the “ Empire 
State,” and from there moved several times 
to various States, and finally located at 
Green Island, Sibley county, Minn., where 
the father died in 1872 and the mother in 
1875. The former had followed canalling, 
railroading, etc., until a short time before 
his death, when he retired from the cares of 
life. They were the parents of five children 
—John, Michael, Thomas, Stephen and 
Mary. The later, the deceased wife of 
Thomas Toole, was formerly the widow of 
John Mahon. Michael served during the 
late war in a Wisconsin regiment andin the 
Fifteenth Michigan Regiment. John, a mem- 
ber of the Fourth Minnesota Infantry, was 
shot at Altoona, but in spite of his wound 
captured a rebel flag. 

Stephen Ilughes was reared in Pennsylva- 
nia, near Holmsburg, and there received his 
ecneanon Ile remained with his parents 
until 1868, when he came to McLeod county, 
Minn., and purchased the place on section 
83, Rich Valley, where he now lives, and 


vA. colt tute te het to j 

boil witom baa nodtait S10 Met] = cbsensssh | 

_ ebezeenras) blo of) a0 
ditt ov ido Keclel ayenin aed bot iM 
44 grtniep st oft cotta fenitilog mi tee 

an its aoniidve 


| oles teri Seeveraen 
— RE ’ 


dieoatae odd to. ono .24HOUM VAHVT 
ibeiGE YO. aravets). yciog dgnetods hire E> | blo aad: od emo ovi-yiaowt tol bus 
agolmen ac. migd anw apgilenwed yoligV | lenoitegorgnoD edi si noossh to 
od} zi bon Obst OF sodmesedl ..Y 4. svtavoo | dingsion destoitte of? Yoo mam A 
@otgell (tdute ll peniedteO Bae diol io vee | wood odw ila yd betvoqeen. bray 
"ba -baelonl Io ax7iten orev aod’ to diod | lo sevidatasenqet Jeod.od2 10 saqal 
“inet Hols tothe yitinooeidtotomos had ody | donators bit odweteonoid to aaula 
stiqind ” ot ni bolites yor L821 ai »guit | boololMh to Jaentqoleveb iias 
eoruil lovee bovorm sted) mont bun “.20t3 | ong a oiaeagle oled ow dows en han jetmwoo 
de” heteool zilarit baa poteia enoituy of | ahsanpolysostaamaa mid to 
otodw .mailk vtnuoo raldiz sbaglal nosD ua edd Yoaniedee. 
a qultom od? haa &T&t ai bath rediet od) | ova jo sing a fnoT ai baa Mh 
Qaillonno hovollot bad wench ofl 478r | be A nodgeia gH eoonal 
@toled eutit Moda # litan ,.o89 -ynibeowior | baa .A diwn@-bae pyaizil ie 2 
teRvis of) gtort betiter ol nodw ulineb eid odd saw froT . zbeensoeb§,.0 
tribjiils svi to doom of ato yvodT elif (niin) zs0nerd ban JD gine toe 
bus wsosqota nmol fondoik jndol— | al shod oevited’ liege arg 
‘To oiw boemveh oft ptotal odT .yrall bed od@ sol we do ssiaaher 
We. wobin edi yhoartol ann slooT snmedT oviawsaan ofa lian. 4 
#83 ytar Boris londsill .nodnl ndol | oF invomer ae 
ed) bi bat Jaacniget nianoosW « at tow ate | 
eet» tifbl, Anomined angidoiM, dine iT | 
ev Se a nteoenttmni Aruiol odd oxers! i 


. 

; 

. | 

| +1 bie Jsnoitnonbe Ile 1. tocsioony 
Ist aid snob ayaa end. oh 

. 


Pe A ee 
pie an? beriemes olf noiseonbe poser (rover oD wo . 


. J i += 


dv A 4 tte ‘ 
a ae —r 
be lf ee 4° Oita aie 
, _ Tass 7 ; 


‘oe 


’ 


! 


682 


McLEOD COUNTY, MINNESOTA. 


has been a resident ever since. He was mar- 
ried in December, 1870, at Glencoe, to Miss 
Bridget Murray, a native of Ireland and the 
daughter of James Murray, who had a fam- 
ily of seven children, as follows—Patrick, 
Catherine, Mary, Ellen, Mathew and James. 
Mary, who became Mrs. Wright, died in Ire- 
land. Patrick with his family lives in the 
town of Glencoe. Catherine, Mrs. E. Kelly, 
lives in Bergen. Mathew is also a resident of 
that town as are the others. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hughes are the parents of 
five children—John, Mary, James, Thomas 
and Stephen. Mr. Hughes is a democrat, 
politically, and the family are zealous mem- 
bers of the Roman Catholic church. 


EPS} 1 


See OLESON. Prominent among 

the Scandinavian settlers of this 
county, who are helping to develop its re- 
sources, is the gentleman named above. He 
was born in Christiana, Norway, in August, 
1832, and is the son of Ole Christianson and 
Carrie Gilbertson. His mother died in his 
infancy and he grew up without her loving 
care. Like nearly all the youth of that land 
he received the elements of a common school 
education in the public schools of his native 
country. He was reared to farm labor and 
grew to manhood in the land of his ancestors. 
July 4, 1857, he was united in marriage with 
Miss Ella Erickson, and the same day took 
passage on a vessel bound for the United 
States. This bark, the Flora, jas a new one, 
this being her first tripand they had a very 
pleasant voyage. After spending some eight 
weeks on the way they landed at Quebec, and 
from there came to Chicago. Three weeks 
were passed there by the young couple, after 
which they came to Minnesota and settled in 
Dalgren township, Carver county. Turning 
his attention to farming he made his home 
in that county for some fifteen years and 
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then selling out his interests there removed 
to McLeod county and purchased a farm on 
section 14, of Bergen, where he now lives. 

In the earlier days of his settlement he 
and his family experienced all the privations 
and hardships incident to pioneer life, and 
for some time his principal income was de- 
rived from the sale of ginseng, which he 
sought and dug. He has been the parent of 
thirteen children, of whom six are now liv- 
ing. 

In July, 1881, he had the misfortune to 
lose his wife, and his youngest daughter, Jen- 
nie, keeps house for him. The cause of the 
mother’s death was that dread disease, can-. 
cer. 


LAB 


é OSEPH PORTELE, a leading farmer of 
‘Jy the townof Rich Valley township, liv- 
ing on section 22, came to McLeod county 
in 1867, and settled on the place where 
he now resides. He has made all the im- 
provements on the farm, which is a most 
excellent one, and he is in highly pros- 
perous circumstances. He was born in Bo- 
hemia in January, 1831, and is the son of 
Anton and Rosa (Kaler) Portele, both of 
whom have died. The father was a hard- 
working man in that country, and both he 
and his wife are interred in the land of their 
birth. They had a family of four children— 
Frank, Anton, Rosa and Joseph, of whom 
Anton and our subject are living. 
Portele is entirely self-educated, having had 
but little advantages in the way of schooling 
in his youth. 

The subject of this sketch was married to 
Miss Catherine Underler, a native of the same 
part of the Austrian empire. By this union 
they have one child, Joseph, Jr. When the 
family came to America they landed at New 
York, and then came to McLeod county, 
Minn. At that time our subject bought 
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forty acres of land, but has since added to 
it, so that now he has 110 acres. 

Joseph Portele, Jr., was born in the land of 
Bohemia in December, 1853, and received part 
of his education in the schools of his native 
country. Ie was brought to this country by 
his parents when he was about twelve years 
of age, and has made this his home ever since. 
In the schools of this State he has finished 
the pursuit of learning, and is an intelligent 
and well-informed man. He was married in 
February, 1876, to Miss Sophia Portele, the 
daughter of his uncle, Frank Portele. The 
lady, her father and sister, Rosa, came to this 
country from Bohemia, where she was born 
February 17, 1853, and her father died at 
Kalamazoo, Mich. She is the mother of four 
children — Wencel, Joseph, John and Cath- 
erine. The family are members of the 
Roman Catholic church, and the father and 
son are democratic in their politics. They 
are highly respected in the community in 
which they live and rank high as citizens. 


OHN E. SMART, a leading and repre- 
sentative agriculturist of the town of 
Lynn, living on section 19, is the son of Alex- 
ander and Mary Ann (Edgeworth) Smart, 
natives of Scotland and Ireland, respectively, 
and was born in Lower Canada, March 20, 
1851. The first nine years of his life 
were passed in the land of his birth, 
but in 1860 his parents brought him to 
the United States, and for the ensuing 
three years they made their in 
the eastern part of the State of Massachu- 
setts. Removing back to their old home our 
subject lived there until 1867, when the 
family moved to Minnesota, and settled on 
a farm in Rice county. Four years later 
they removed to Osakis, Douglas county, 
whence, tio years afterward, they came 


home 


| 


to this county and located in’ Lynn 
township. The parents of the subject of this 
sketch, after remaining here about two years, 
went to Washington Territory, but are now 
residing in the State of Massachusetts. 

When his parents first came to this locality 
our subject struck out for himself and com- 
menced the battle of life on his own account. 
He rented a farm, having always been ac- 
eustomed to the tillage of the soil, but lost 
the second crop through the grasshoppers. 
He then, under the homestead laws of this 
country, took up the 160 acres of land that 
he now owns. 

October 20, 1874, Mr. Smart led to the 
marriage altar Miss Mary Smith, the daugh- 
ter of Henry and Mary Smith, and who was 
born in Iowa, May 9, 1860. This union has 
been blessed by the advent of six children, as 
follows—Edmund L., born August 29, 1875; 
Minnie May, born November 24, 1877; Mat- 
tie Elizabeth, born March 27, 1880; Annie 
Marion, born May 13, 1882; Henrietta, born 
September 12, 1884, and died April 12, 1885, 
and John Henry, born May 28,1886. Mr. 
Smart has always taken a great interest in 
all educational work and has held a number 
of school oftices in the district. He is the 
owner of a fine farm with comfortable build- 
ings and has accumulated a creditable herd 
of stock. 
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<= RIEDRICH WEGNER, the son of Au- 
es eust and Justina (Begolke) Wegner, 
is a.native of Prussia and was born Septem- 
ber 16, 1819. He was reared upon his fa- 
ther’s farm and attended the Govermnent 
schools. On attaining his manhood he was 
called on to perform his military duty and 
served for five years. During this time he 
participated in the war with Denmark, com- 
monly called the Schleswig-Holstein war, 
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and in the suppression of the last Polish re- 
bellion. In 1852 he came to the United 
States, being some thirty-eight days on the 
ocean, and settled at Cleveland, Ohio, where 
he worked for some five years in a saw mill. 

In the fall of 1858 Mr. Weener came to 
Minnesota, and stayed at Chaska, Carver 
county, while he was looking for a location. 
He settled in this county the same year on 
railroad land on which he lived five years 
and then removed to bis present farm on 
sections 4 and 5, Winsted township. Here he 
made his home until the fall of 1885, when 
he removed to the village of Howard Lake, 
where he now resides. He is still the owner 
of the old farm of 120 acres, having given 
the balance of his farm to his children. 

Mr. Wegner was united in marriage Jan- 
uary 1, 1853, with Miss Caroline Kreklau, a 
native of Prussia and the daughter of Fred- 
erick and Louisa (Dowke) Kreklau, and the 
issue of this union has been twelve children, 
seven of whom are livingas follows — Enna, 
born May 19, 1856, at Cleveland, Ohio; Char- 
lotte, born June 3, 1859, in Winsted, Minn.; 
Otto, born January 4, 1861, at Winsted; 
George, born September 26, 1862, at Water- 
town, Minn., while the family were on their 
way to Minneapolis, fleeing from the Indians 
during the time of the outbreak; Emil, born 
July 10, 1865, at Winsted; Ida, born Decem- 
ber 14, 1869, and Friedrich, Jr., born July 
18, 1873. : 

And now, still in the full vigor of man- 
hood, venerated and loved by associates and 
neighbors of a third of acentury, having set- 
tled the older children about him,with his son- 
in-law upon his well cultivated farm and part 
of his family of children still clinging to 
the old, old home, after having encountered 
and braved all the hardships and endured all 
the privations of pioneer life, often the fa- 
vorite mark of misfortune, he has retired to 
the village of Howard Lake to enjoy im 
quiet, the respite of a well spent life. 
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ae FALCONER, a prominent and rep. 
J resentative farmer of the town of Lynn, 
was born in the parish of Fordown Kinear- 
dine, Scotland, and is the son of Robert and 
Charlotte Falconer, natives also of the “land 
of heather.” When our subject was twelve 
years of age his parents removed to the vil- 
lage of Auchinblae, where he attended 
school and made his home until June, 1854, 
when he immigrated to the United States. 
The first year of his residence in this country 
was passed in Lancaster county, Penn., 
after which he went to St. Paul, —stop- 
ping several months on the way in Cook 
county, Ijl., and that winter found em- 
ployment in the woods. The following 
spring he took a claim in Rice county, this 
State, and was a resident of that section for 
some fourteen years. While there he was 
one of the judges at the election of delegates 
to the constitutional convention of 1857. 
During the Indian troubles of 1862, he in 
common with the other people of that region 
left their farms and sought safety, but soon 
returned to their homes. November 2, 1864, 
Mr. Falconer was drafted into the army but 
procured a substitute who took his place in 
the ranks. In May, 1870, he came to this 
county and took up a homestead on section 
30, and tio years later sold his place in Rice 
county. To the eighty acres embraced in 
his claim he has since added 200 acres more 
and now has afine farm. Notwithstanding 
the bad luck he has had at times, he is now 
ranked among the solid, well-to-do men o! 
the town, and this is entirely the work of his 
own hands, as he started poor. 

Mr. Falconer married Miss Jemima Lyon 
June 16, 1855, and by this union they have 
become the parents of six  children— 
Mary Ann, born November 15, 1505, Now 
the wife of Arthur Tyrrell, of St. Pauls 
Alexander, born August 22, 1860, who mar 
ried Miss Minnie Martin; Catherine, bern 
November 19, 1862, now Mrs. Charles [ran 
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ham; John R., born February 22, 1865; Will- 
iam Wallace, born November 12, 1868; and 
Leith Lyle, born August 11, 1872. Mrs. 
Falconer was born at Inverness, Scotland, and 
is the daughter of John and Jessie Lyon, 
both of whom were natives of that country. 
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R0u's ERICKSON BRINGEN, deceased. 
XS, The subject of this biography was a 


native of Norway. He was born July, 1830, 
and was the son of Eric Bringen, who 
is still living in his native and. His parents 
had a family of five children, only two of 
whom are now living. 

Our subject, Louis, was raised upon his 
father’s farm, and there made his home until 
he reached the age of twenty-six years. In 
1856 he came to the United States, land- 
ingat the port of New York, after a voyage 

of thirty-three days on the bosom of the 

rough and stormy Atlantic. After a short 
time spent in Wisconsin he came to Minne- 
sota and settled at Cottage Grove, where he 
was employed for four years on the stock 
farm of a Mr. Sproat. September 26, 1861, 
he enlisted in Company B, Third Minnesota 


> 


Infantry, and participated in all the fortunes, 
good and bad, of that regiment through three 
years’ service, and was discharged at Duyall’s 
Bluff, Ark., November 4, 1864. 

Mr. Bringen then returned to Cottage 
Grove and thence to St. Paul, spending the 
winter inthe latter place and working in a 
crockery store. In the spring he went to 
Carver county, but shortly after came to 
this county and located on a piece of land 
near where he afterward lived, which he 
sold and then purchased the farm where his 
family at present resides, on sections 13 and 
24, Bergen. Hedied in December, 1885, 
having been the father of eight children by 
his wife, who was formerly Miss Toinette 
Oleson. They were married November 28, 
1863, while he was home on a furlough, in 
Carver county. Therecord of the children is 
as follows—Andrew Bernard, who was born 
January 7, 1865; Edward Martin, born March 
21, 1867; Ludwig, born March 14, 1870; Isabel 
Amelia, born in November, 1871; Emma 
Clarissa, born November 26, 1873; Henry 
Martin, born August 8, 1876; Theodore 
Oliver, born December 18, 1879, and died 
in September 1883; and Theodore Oliver, 
born December 16, 1883. The family are 
members of the Lutheran church. 
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cLEOD county, Minn., 
is well situated in the 
central portion of the 
State. It is bounded on 
the north by Meeker 
and Wriebt counties; 
on the east by Carver 
and Sibley ; on the south by Sib- | 
lev; and on the west by Sibley; 
Renville and: Meeker. It has an 
abundance of natural resources, 
plenty of excellent timber and 


TD Bap. 
oF 


water, exceptionally good soil and 
excellent market The 
people are industrious and frugal, 


facilities. 


and generally provided with good 

homes, and for general farming or stock- 
raising it has but few superiors ip the State. 
The Hastings & Dakota division of the 


Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad 
traverses it from eust to west, while a 


branch of the same road connects Tlutchin- 
son with the county seat, Glencoe, and the | 
main line; while a branch of the St. Paul, | 
Minneapolis & Manitoba Tailway connects | 
the Ilutchinson with the * Twin Cities.” | 


The most important villages within its 
borders are Glencoe, Hutchinson, Stewart 
and Brownton, although there are several 
others of pretensions. All have a 
healthy growth, and all are gradually im- 
proving ina way that is indicative of the 


less 


steady development of the surrounding 
country. The soil is rich, warm, black loam, 


of the drift formation, two to four feet deep, 
With a clay sub-soil, and excellently well 
suited for the growth of No. 1, hard wheat, 
While the native indigenous grasses afford a 
succulent forage for a large number of cattle, 
The 
surface is about two-thirds prairie, and the 
balance is covered by the native timber. 
The Hassan, or south braneh of the 
river, the Rush river, Butfalo, Tobacco sind 
other snaller creeks, tributaries and affuents, 
wford ample drainage, and together with a 


many of them of fine graded stock. 


Crow 


number of beautiful small lakes, give a large 
supply of water for stock purposes. 

When. in 1855, it was discovered that a 
seeming Paradise lay hidden behind the 
heavy curtain of the * Big Woods,” the van- 
guard of the hardy pioneers of this country 
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put in an appearance, and they remained 
right here. No representations cowld lure 
them on in search of a better land, because it 
was really unattainable, and the reports they 
sent back to the homes they had left were of 
such a glowing character as to induce others 
to follow, and for a vear or two the country 
was rapidly settled up. The depression at- 
tendant upon the financial crisis of 1857, 
the breaking out of the war, and the almost 
entire cessation of emigration, and the tragic 
outbreak of the Sioux Indians in 1862, re- 
tarded its growth for some years, but with the 
dawn of peace and more prosperous times 
the people began to flock in again, and to- 
day it stands with its 17,000 population, one 
of the brightest jewels in the diadem of the 
great State of Minnesota. 

Any one visiting this county to-day would 
hardly believe that the hands upon the dial of 
time have hardly marked three decades since 
the advent of the first pioneers in this region ; 
that but a short thirty-three vears ago not 
one building was standing upon its soil, ex- 

cept the tattered tepees of a few lingering 
savages, Who sullenly watched the advent of 
the white adventurers. 

The county embraces some fourteen con- 
eressional townships, organized into thirteen 
townships as follows: Winsted embraces all 
of township 117, north of range 27 
Hale, township 117, range 28; [utchinson, 


West : 


townships 116 and J17, range 29; Acoma, 
township 117, range 50: Lynn, township 116, 
range 30; Rich Valley, township 116, range 
28; Bergen, township 116, range 27; Helen, 
township 115, range 27; Glencoe, township 
115, range 28; Sumter, township 115, range 
20: Collins, township 115, range 80; Round 
11+. range 30, and Penn, 
township L14. range 20. 

Forages this beautiful land had lain here 
unknown to white men and unoccupied ex- 
cept by a few predatory Sionx, who found 
here an excellent hunting ground. The 


Grove, township 
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dense curtain of the “ Big Woods” hid from 
the view of the early settlers of the eastern 
portion of the State the paradise of wooded 
plain and grassy prairie that Jay hidden be- 
hind it In May, 1855, however, the restless 
spirit of adventure, so characteristic of the 
American people, led a party of explorers to 
penetrate Into the forest to find what it con- 
cealed, The little band was composed of 
Col. John IL. Stevens, Hon. Martin MeLeod, 
A.J. Bell, James HW. Mayhall, W. 8. Chap- 
man, and Ton. Robert Vinton. Pushing 
their way through the woods, following the 
course of the rivers or creeks, on the 21st of 
May they emerged from the forest and be- 
held with delight the lovely Jandscape spread 
out before them. Smooth and level prairie, 
interspersed with groves and mouts of. tim- 
ber and pellucid lakes formed the view that 
lay before them and they thought that they 
had seen no fairer land. Determining that 
here they would find a home, amid these 
beautifal surroundings, they at once made up 
their minds to lav out a town site, and on 
looking the ground over pitched upon a 
lovely spot that lay just on the edge of the 
woods and commenced itssurvey. J.J. Bell 
was the engincerand made the survey for the 
town site company, which was composed of 
Chapman, McLeod, Stevens, Bell and May- 
hall. Ilere they put up their shanties to 
hold the claim, and thus was titiated the seat 
of justice of the county of MeLeod, to which 
they eave the euphonic name of Glencoe. 

During that same summer, fall and winter 
there came into the new settlement the 
following parties, who here found homes 
for themselves: Charles Ilopkins, Willian 
Churehill, Peter Durfee, Mr. Little, A. TH. 
Rouse and others. 

The country around the county seat, fer 
tile beyond compare, found favor in the 
sight of all who saw it, and during the year 
1855 there were some that took up clans 


and here founded homes. Among them were. 
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McLEOD COUNTY, MINNESOTA. 


Darian AeDoupal; cn v, Anthony bee 
Dennis Corniea, Pe veatice- Chubb, Charles In- 


galls, Orson Brewster, Messrs. Lancaster, 
Doty, Tabor, Clark, I. W. Cummings, Mr. 


Keen, Mr. Bates and others. 

In November, 1855, a party consisting of 
the following named started out from Min- 
neapolis to find a site for a town, and land 
whereon they might live: Asa, John and 
Judson Hutchinson, 0. H. Pendergast, Lewis 
Harrington, B. E. Messer, John HU. Chubb, 
Henry Chambers, Edward E. Johnson, John 
I., Calef and Lucius Parker. They found 
on the banks of the Hassan, or the south 
fork of the Crow river, the site they sought, 
and there laid out a village to which they 
eventually gave the name ITutchinson, 
after the famous family of vocalists who had 
been the initiators of the movement. The 
next day after their arrival on the spot most 
of the men made a selection of their lands, 
and a town site company was formed. On 
permanent organization of the company, A. 
J. Bell was chosen president, and prepara- 
tions made for the settlement of the village. 
Harrington and Bell were appointed to lay 
out the lots and blocks, and also were ordered 
to build a log house on the town site, which 
was to cost $100. An agreement was also 
made with Mr. Parker by which he was to 
erect a Jog tavern for the sum of S165. 

During the winter there came to the new 
settlement the following named settlers, and 
threw in their fortunes with these hardy 
pioneers: William Gosnell, James E. Chesley, 
Mr. Whitney, two brothers byt the name 
of Gray, and T. H. Clark. In the country 
around the incipient village there were but 
few that located there during that vear, but 
the following vear there came to this part of 
the county a number who took up clainis. 

The village of Glencoe, in the meantime 
had received a number of ininbitants, among 
whom were the following named: Benjamin 
F. Buck, Janes Phillips, John Smith, A. J. 


of 


| 
| 


fine 
Snyder, A. H. Reed, “Charles _dppleton, 
Prentiss Chubb, F. B. Beene Gilbert,” 


Lawrence Gillick, John McLeod, 5 J. Jolin- 
son, Mr. Doty, John Folsom, Mr. McQuen, 
Rt. J. Clyde and I. P. Seaver. 

In the county during the year 1856 there 
settled the following W ite took up claims and 
opened up farms: Luman G. Simons, J. Y. 
MeKean, F. W. Hanscom, John Hubbard, 
A.S. Nobles, R. E. Grimshaw, John Lester, 
James A. Piper, Ole Johnson, Andrew A nder- 
son, Brynald Peterson, Christian Johnson, 
John Alderly, Timothy Hinman, Peter Cre- 
vier, Jean Crapeaustraw and others. 

The winter of 1855-56 there was in the vil- 
lage of Glencoe but one store, that of Clay- 
bourn Chandler, and afew shanties. With the 
dawning of the spring, however, a primitive 
hotel was put up, known then as the Pioneer 
ITouse, now a part of the Merchant's Hotel, 
which was kept by B. F. Buck ; and another 
store opened by Dean & Seaver. Lawrence 
Gillick opened the tirst blacksmith shop 
the placein 1856. James Gillick, his son, had 
come here a short time previous to lis com- 
ing and sawed, with a whip-saw, the first 
lumber made at this point. 

In thespring of 1856 a public building was 
put up by the settlers in the village of Glen- 
coe on the site where William Jenike’s wagon 
shop now stands, which did duty as school 
house, hall and church, and the first political 
meeting in the county was held therein, and 
was that to select the delegates to the State 
constitutional convention. In the summer 
of 1856 a school was taught in this building, 
which was the first the county. 
During the same spring Rey. I. ke. Eliott, a 
clergyman of the Methodist church, opened 
services in the log school house. and as he had 
moved to the county and had taken «a claim, 
held them regularly. In the spring, also, 
W.S. Chapman opened a general store in he 
village. The seta 
June, 1856, with A. J. Bell as postinaster. 
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The county of McLeod, which was named 
in honor of Hon. Martin McLeod, was organ- 
ized March 1, 1856, with Glencoe as the seat 
of justice. The first meeting of the board of 
county commissioners met the same day, and 
there were present Jolin McLeod and James 
Phillips. W. B. had been 
elected to that office having moved away 
from the county, the board chose Mr. Messer 
to fill the vacaneyv. UA. J. Snyder, the newly- 
elected clerk, and Rt. J. Clyde, the sheriff, 
assumed the duties of their offices and the 
board appointed Luman G. Simons, judge of 
the probate court, A. J. Bell district attor- 
ney and J. V. Mclxean, coroner of the county. 
At this meeting the commissioners laid out 
the school district of Glencoe, which was 
made No. 1. Thev also divided the county 
into. three election precincts, known, respect- 
ively, as Glencoe, Hutchinson and Lake Ad- 
die, and ordered an election for town officers. 
The judges appointed in each district were 
as follows: Gleneoe—lF. W. Hanscome, 
John IT. Smith and John Hubbard; Hutchin. 
inson—John Iutchinson, Mr. Morrison and 
Judson Wutchinson; Lake Addie—aA. 8. No- 
bles, R. KE. Grimshaw and John McLeod. 
Ata meeting of the board held January 1, 
1857, there was reported the sum of 851,449 
assessable property in the county, and on this 
the board ordereda levy of three-quarters of 
one per cent.as county tax. The first war- 
rants on the treasury were drawn in favor of 
the commissioners, for their services. 
The first term of the district court 
held at Glencoe, in thé old log school house, 
in the summer of 1856. There were no cases 
on the docket but the usual forms were gone 
through with. Tis Judge A. G. 
Chatfield was upon the bench. But little of 
interest occurred during the year 1857 with 
the exception of the founding of the Glencoe 
Register, w ably conducted weekly journal, 
by L. L. Baxter, now judge of the district 
court, living at Fergus Falls. A copy of the 
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first issue, which bears the date of August 
8, 1857, has a number of Glencoe advertise- 
ments, «mong which are the following: 
Dean & Seaver, dealers in groceries, provis- 
ions, ete.: White & McClelland, real estate 
dealers, and engineers: Ilenry 
Jacobs, dry goods, ete.; L. G. 

veyor and real estate agent; Baxter & Bax- 
ter, attorneys; and an advertisement of the 
Glencoe and Carver stage line. The first 
frame building mm the county was put up 
this vear by A. J. Bell as a residence and is 
still standing. 

During the latter part of 1857 settlers 
came in With rapidity, and the village and 
In the 
village several more stores were opened and 
the business began to assume some inpor- 
tance. Throughout the country men got in 
their crops and the land put ona more civilized 
appearance. During the following year the 
tide of immigration fell off here as it did the 
country over, owing to the stringent times 
consequent upon the financial panic of 1557, 
and as the settlers had but poor success with 
their crops that year there was much suffer- 
ing and privation the next winter, but the 
hardy pioneers that had opened up this 
country were not the men to grow discour- 
aged over that, but manfully stood their 
eround and breasted the current. 

In the meantime the settlement at 
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Simons, sur- 


county began to grow and develop. 


ITutch- 
inson had made considerable progress. . In 
1856 there had settled at the village or in 
the vicinity the following named parties : 
Andrew Chubb, Hook, J. Barker, 
George Collier, John French, Solomon Pen- 
dergast. William W. Pendergast and bis 
brother T. If.. Solomon Pendergast, Jr. T. 
B. Chesley, John Henry, Henry Putnam, (a 
blacksmith and the first in the village) W. 8. 
Desminy. Samuel Ross, A. J. Deeter, J 
Stanton, William Todd, J. Ul. McKenzie. J. 
2. Parshall and a few others. 

Amone the arrivals of the vear were Mrs. 
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Aeaeer ati ies Era B art Pies the first ee 
women in the settlement. The latter and 
John Chubb were united in marriage July 
23, 1856, by “Squire Messer. This was the 
first wedding in the county. 

In August the Ifutehinson brothers 
brought ina saw-mill, and about the saime 
time J. R. Parshall opened a small store. 
Putnam had put up a blacksmith shop and 
was at work. “During the same month the 
postoflice was established and Lewis Har- 
rington commissioned postmaster. In the 
fall of this year the first school was taught by 
Mrs. William Todd, and J. A. and William 
Mckenzie, Winslow and Jeanette Putnam, 
three Fuller girls, Emma Holt, G. T. and 
Ela Belden ead a girl by the name of Bean, 
were the only pupils. 

In the summer of 1857 many more settlers 
came in and the country began: to assume 
the appearance of civilization. Among them 
were the following named: Norman Camp- 
bell, Ff. A. Goding, Holmes B. Higgins, A. 
I. Woodruff, Henry A. Bacon, Oliver Pierce, 
Ellen Pendergast, Charles A. and Lyman 3B. 
Andrews, William) TH. Andrews, J. E. Gid- 
dings, L. G. Pendergast, George Wentworth, 
Charles P. Kittredge, W. UL. Ensign, W. 1. 
Sumner, C. B. Fenn, Seth Nichols, Peter 
Geohegan, Dr. John Benjamin, B. G. Lee, 
D.S. Sivright, Samuel Tifft, Thomas A. Den- 
nis, Charles MeEwen, David A. Adams, Mr. 
Cook, Nathan Lamson, James Mittle, E.-G. 
Wright, Mr. Dungan, Andrew Topper, Amos 
James, Hillman Smith and others. 

Outside the usual hardships endured by all 
settlers in a new country, the pioneers of 
this favored region had but little to contend 
with until the tragic days of the Indian out- 
break in the summer of 1862. A short sketch 
of this event is a necessary part of the his- 
tory of the county, and it is herewith given. 
The Sioux, always a relentless and savage foe 
of the whites. had by dint of treaties and the 
force of government been kept in subjection, 


693 
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robbed them, and the failure of the proper 
agents to pay them their annuities, together 
With the idea that the Federal Government, 
being hampered with a war on its hands, led 
the savages to grow restive and ready for 
muschief, Maj. Thomas Galbraith, the agent 
at the Lower Agency, after enumerating all 
these causes, says 

“Grievances such as have been related, 
and numberless others akin to them, were 
spoken of, recited and chanted at their coun- 
cils, dances and feasts, to such an extent that 
in their excitement, in June, 1862, a secret 
organization known as the Soldiers’ Lodge, 
was founded by the young men and soldiers 
of the lower Sioux, with the object, as far as 
I can learn, through spies and informers, of 
preventing the traders from going to the pay 
tables, as had been their custom. Since the 
outbreak, I have become satisfied that the 
real object of this lodge was to adopt meas- 
ures to clean out all the white people at the 
end of the payment.” 

All these disturbing influences were se- 
cretly worked upon by Little Crow,a shrewd 
and malevolent chief, of great ability. A 
secret conspiracy, deep laid and subtle, was 
formed to kill off the whites after they had 
gathered in their crops, and the moving 
spirit in all these plans was Little Crow. At 
that time the e¢reat need of troops to aid in 
the suppression of the rebellion had with- 
drawn most of the soldiers from this part 
of the frontier, some 200) guarding the 
whole line from Pembina to Iowa. The 
crafty redskins, with the idea in their heads 
that the Govermuent had been suffering re- 
verses, for on the counters of the traders lay 
the illustrated papers, and they could catch 
the drift of them, determined that now was 


their opportunity, and the scheme was 
accordingly laid for a general uprising on 
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suffered some injury from a band of their 
hereditary enemes, the Chippawas, followed 
them to the North, but not overtaking them, 
on their return, either out of a fear of being 
Jaughed at for their fruitless errand, or out 
of pure malice and deviltry, murdered in 
cold blood Robinson Jones, Howard Baker, 
Viranus Webster, Mrs. Ann Baker and Clara 
Jones, in the town of Acton, Meeker county, 
on the afternoon of Sunday, August 
1862. 

The fiends, having accomplished their hell- 
ish work, retreated to the Lower Avenecy 
and told their story. The Soldiers’ Lodge 
was hastily convened, and it was decided to 
precipitate the massacre, which had been set 
for some two weeks later. The next day the 
work of blood was inaugurated at the agency. 
Thus the terrible blow fell, like a thunder- 
bolt out of a clearsky upon the unarmed and 
defenseless border, crimsonimg its fair fields 
with blood of its people, and lighting the som- 
bre sky with the lurid blaze of its burning 
dwellings. By the light of their burning 
houses the affrighted settlers fled im all di- 
rections before the gleaming tomahawk or 
ready rifle of the pursuing Sioux, often to 
fall a victim whileseekinga place of satety. 
Hundreds of unhappy people perished in this 
horrid butchery and bundreds died from ex- 
posure to the elements while on their weary 
way to the more thickly settled parts of the 
State. With all this the historian has but 
little to do, only to tell the the tale of the 
trials and death suffered by the pioneers who 
had sought homes in Mefeod county. 

Quite a number of men had gathered at 
Glencoe from various parts of the county on 
the morning of Monday, August 18, with 
the intention of going to St. Paul to enlist 
in the United States service, when the news 
of the uprising of the Indians was received. 
With one accord they all returned to their 
homes, and it is said by credible witnesses 
that by midnight that night there was not a 
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woman or child on the town site, all having 
fled to Carver, St. Paul, ov elsewhere. Any- 
thing in the way of a vehicle that would 
hold a woman, child or anything of value 
Was pressed into service, and there was nota 
horse left in that part of the county. Many 
of these fleeing settlers never returned to 
this locality or reclaimed the property they 
left behind. The few citizens that were left 
at Glencoe, and a considerable number that 
flocked into that village from the surrounding 
country, soon organized a home guard com- 
pany and the conmand of the place was given 
to Colonel Stevens. Nothing of any moment 
occurred to disturb them: except. the usual 
scares that will arise at such a time, and it is 
doubtful if a single Indian was in that im- 
mediate vicinity during the whole summer. 
In the meantime things were ina different 
shape at Hutchinson, then the frontier post 
of civilization.” In August, 1863, G. T. 
Belden, Andrew Hopper, William Gosnell, 
W. W. Pendergast and others started for St. 
Paul to enlist, and found about a 
Indians hovering around the town, whom, 
although iore unfriendly than usual, they 
did not suspect of any mischief. On Mon- 
day, the 18th, George C. Whitcomb, county 
treasurer of Meeker county, rode into the 
village and told the tale of the murder of 
Acton. 
eral parties from the southern part of the 
county confirmed the 
Lewis Harrington and Charles MeAlinona 
started on a scout toward the Cedar Lake to 
learn the particukurs if possible. On their 
way they met aman by the name of Earle. 
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who had escaped the merciless tiends, lyk 
had lost his child in teeing from Redwood, 
From him they learned that the Sioux were 
murdering the whites of the upper Minnesotit 
valley, he being the only survivor of a large 
party that had started to flee. On the 2th 
a party of some. forty refugees, came into the 
village escorted by Other Day, a friendly 
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Sioux, who had married a white woman. 
Many of them were Govermnent employes 
and some were prominent people. One of 
their number, Mr. Garvie, was mortally 
wounded and they had lett him at Cedar 
Lake, in charge of some of the settlers there 
who had still clung to that vicinity. 

WfTe died the next day and the settlers 
brought his remains to Hutchinsen for burial 
and to cast in their lot with the: inhabitants 
of that village. The arrival of these fngi- 
tives from Yellow Medicine wrought the 
people of the place upto the wildest excite- 
ment with their stories of Indian atrocities, 
and all realized that their position, on the 
most exposed point on the frontier was peril- 
ous in the extreme. .\ council was held and 
opinions were divided as to the proper course 
to be pursued. The agency people remained 
there until the 22d, and then sought safety 
further east. 

On the 21st all the farmers from the sur- 
rounding country had come into the village 
and there were some two hundred congre- 
gated at Chesley’s whose house stood ina 
commanding position on a hill southeast of 
town, and there being a quantity of hewn 
timber in that neighborhood, they had built 
a barricade. Thirty more were at the house 
of W.W. Pendergast and a few scattered 
through the village. 
to enlist, hearing the news, returned home 
with the troops dispatched to the rescue of the 
imperiled settlers by Goyernor Ramsey. Pen- 
dergast and Gosnell, the advanced couriers, 
reached the barricade about 2 o'clock, Friday 
morning, the 22d. A part of those there had 
determined to leave with the morning light, 
but a number was determined to stay and 
defend, if need be, their homes and property. 
A consultation was held on the brow of the 
hill between Pendergast, Sivright, Chesley 
and Harrington, and they determined to stay 
themselves and try their best to keep the 
others, 
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At an early hour in the morning, as the 
Agency people withdrew to take the road to 
Carver, the entire population of the village 
was assembled in front of Sumner’s store to 
bid them farewell, and as the train moved 
away, and as they thought on their exposed 
condition, many of the settlers made up their 
minds to follow and seek safety in the capi- 
tal. In the midst of the confusion that en- 
sued, and among the different counsels that 
prevailed, W. W. Pendergast ran into the 
store and siezing a pen and a piece of paper 
soon returned with the following document, 
which he read to the crowd: 

“We, the undersigned, citizens of Hutch- 
inson and vieimity, in view of the danger 
threatened our settlement by the Sioux In- 
dians, do, for our mutual protection, for the 
safety of our families and friends, and for 
the defense of our homes, agree to form our- 
selves into a military company, to serve as 
long as necessity shall demand, to elect offi- 
cers at once by ballot, and to implicitly obey 
them when so elected, and to faithfully dis- 
charge our duties as soldiers while we may 
be in the service :” 

A few stepped forward and signed the 
paper but the most part stood back, giving 
various reasons, some not wanting to sign 
away their liberty, some wanting to fight on 
their own hook and the greatest part being 
in favor of a general abandonment of the 
place. Being disgusted with their hesitation, 
the author of the resolution and D. II. Ells 
withdrew from the crowd and went to the 
old log tavern, being determined to provide 


some defense for their families, for they 


had no idea of abandoning their homes to the 
savages, and in about two hours with the 
help of others, had built a barricade around 
it and the well, some six feet high. While 
they were thus emploved, Mrs. Ellen Har- 
rington, Mrs. Sarah Jlarrington and Mrs. 
Julia Ells picked up the paper which Pen- 
dergast had thrown down and proceeded 
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to argue with the men, and by earnest 
entreaties and a promise to join the coim- 
pany themselves, prevailed on the most 
of them to sign it.and the company was 
formed, and when, afterward, the troops 
were drawn up in line these heroic women 
stood in the ranks and answered to their 
names, shaming some of those who had hung 
back in the face of danger. The courage of 
the three ladies, endowed with the blood of 
their New Eneland sires, stood the little set- 
tlement in good stead and inade it possible 
to make a successful defense against the red- 
skins, 

At this point the arrival of the five men 
Who had returned from St. Paul and of Cap- 
tain Whitcomb with some muskets and am- 
munition for the Forest City people, divert- 
ed every attention. The Jatter Jeaving thirty 
of the guns and a thousand rounds .of cart- 
ridges put the citizen soldiery in high spirits, 
and as there were some sixty-five men en- 
rolled in the Ilome Guards, they felt their 
safety assured. The election of officers took 
place the next day, and the following named 
were chosen to fill the various positions: 
Lewis Varrington, captain ; Andrew Topper, 
first lieutenant; Oliver Pierce, second lieu- 
tenant; W. W. Pendergast, orderly sergeant ; 
Prentiss Chubb, B. G. Lee and Silas Green, 
sergeants: John Ilartwig, J. E. Chesley, W. 
Il. Harrington, Charles Retzloff, Charles 
Stahl, Charles Me Almond, B. Welton and C. 
If. Mohr, corporals. 

Fifty men were put at work at 
build a stockade, and it occupied some twelve 
days. It was strongly put together, and 
showed that the settlers hada 
knowledge of fortification, Saturday the 
garrison was visited by a detachment of the 


once to 


some of 


Forest City troops, who came to get the 
euns left by Whitcomb, but returned with- 
out them, On the same day Captain Strout 
passed through the place with Company B, 
Ninth Minnesota Infantry, on the way to 


Glencoe from Forest City. On reaching 
that village he received orders to retrace his 
steps. as he had no orders to leave Forest 
City, and he then took the road to Acton. 
He camped the afternoon of September Ist, 
near Tfutchinson, and the next day, with 
Licntenant Hopper, Albert De Lone and 
Judson Brink, as guides, and nine teams and 
sixty-five men, started for the scene of the 
first massacre. Nothing was heard of them 
until the next morning about 10. o'clock, 
when Ilopper galloped into town, bearing 
the news of the attack on and defeat of the 
troops by an overwhelming force of the sav; 
who had ambushed them. Ile and 
De Long, wishing that the people of the town 
should be apprised of the coming hordes of 
Indians, broke through the line of the sav- 
ages at the risk of life, and thus brought the 
news. The alarm was quickly given, as 
many of the settlers were scattered over the 
village and on the surrounding farms, and 
nearly all gathered to the stockade. Men 
were sent out to warn and bring in the scouts 
anda few families that still occupied their 
farms, and soon returned with the most’ of 
them. Captain Harrington and fifteen vol- 
unteers marched to the rescue of the troops, 
and to see if anything could be done for 
them. The names of this heroic band de- 
serves to be emblazoned on the roll of his- 
tory, and is herewith given: W. W. Pender- 
east, C. I. Mohr, Prentiss Chubb, J. E. 
Chesley, Charles MeAlmond, Barnabas 
Welton, I. B. Wiggins, J. T. Higgins, Theo- 
dore Belden, David Sivright, 8. Dearborn, 
Frank Harrington, Barney Lamson, Charles 
Horton and Joseph Le Maitre. 
Marching out into the deserted country, 
hardly had they gone a mile or so when they 
deseried the column moving toward them, 
The troops 


aves, 


and were greeted with a cheer. 
had lost two of their number killed and left 
on the field, and had twenty-one wounded 


with them. and the little re-enforcement 
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seemed a Godsend to them. They bist had 
a very serious time, and but for the bravery 
of these undisciplined recruits would have 
been cut off to the last manas the captain was 
as unacquainted with waras themselves. The 
battle-worn  soidiers were escorted — to 
Hutchinson, where the wounded were placed 
in| Sumner’s hotel and their wants pro- 
vided for. Dr. John Benjamin, in. lieu 
of any practicing surgeon, volunteered his 
services, which were gratefully accepted. At 
that moment the Doctor requested Mr. Lam- 
son to go around and count the inhabitants 
of the stockade, and the latter gentleman 
reported 447 as being in the inclosure, in- 
eluding the soldiers of Strout’s command. 

Preparations were made for the impend- 
ing attack, the settlers. of all that vicinity, 
and as far north as Cedar Lake, having been 
gathered in by courageous scouts, except 
two Germans by the names of Bilke and 
Spande, and Jack Adams and their families. 
The guards were doubled and all slept on 
theirarms. At midnight William Green, the 
guard at the bridge, saw two horsemen ap- 
proaching through the darkness, and on their 
failing to answer his hail, fired, and they 
wheeling their horses, fled, while the garri- 
son sprang to arms. <All were now on the 
alert, for all could appreciate the imminence 
of their danger. No further demonstration 
being made, those not on guard sank to their 
slumbers again, and further 
disturbance during the night. 

As the morning dawned some of the Ger- 
man settlers, thinking that the Indians had 
gone away, started for their farms again, but 
when half a mile away, they were saluted 
with a volley of bullets which wounded Mr, 
Meller, one of their number, and hastily put- 
ting him in the they retreated 
double quick time to the fort. Others, who 
fancied themselves safe, had narrow escapes. 
The Indians soon hove in sight to the number 
of 300 or +400, and nearly surrounded 


there was no 
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the town. W. [I]. Ensign mounted his horse 
and struck out for Glencoe for re-enforce- 
ments, and was followed by Leyi Chesley 
and William Wright, who were caught out- 
side the line of savages. The Indians amused 


themselves by setting fire to the various 
buildings in the villege. At the wave of 


Little Crow’s blanket the firing began, and 
some of the Indians, yoking up some cattle, 
went to the house of Dr. John Benjamin and 
loaded up a wagon with the bedding and 
clothing and sending it off in charge of a 
half-breed, set fire to the house. This was 
the first to fall a victim to the incendiary 


torcli, but was soon followed by that of 
W. W. Pendergast and the academy. 


While the flames were slowly creeping up the 
latter building, the fiends in derision, rang 
the bell as if for fire. Soon the houses of 
Kittredge, Messer, Chubb, Welton, Pierce 
and Chesley, and that of Solomon Pender- 
gast and several smaller ones were enveloped 
ina fiery mantle. The Indians, who fully 
expected to see the whites flee at the first 
attack, were amazed at the sight of the fort 
and the men standing to their arms, and, as in 
all their encounters with the settlers they 
had found them ready to run, this was some- 
thing they had not reckoned on, and they 
were dumbfounded. So sure were they that 
at the first fire the whites would try to re- 
treat toward Glencoe, that they had placed an 
unbush onthe road. The [Hutchinson Guards, 
however, took the places assigned them pre- 
viously, and prepared to show fight. They 
advanced on the redskins in four directions 
for the purpose of protecting the buildings 
and of saving the stock, but Captain Strout 
ordered them all inside of the stockade. 
Most of them obeved, but a few 
spirits that had courage equal to the 
oceasion, refused to comply with his com- 
mand. Among them were Captain ITarring- 
ton, Lieutenants Hopper and Pierce, W. W. 
Pendergast, Andrew Hopper, Jr., I. Me- 
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Bah, W. Bail, G. T. Belden, D. Siy- 
right, W. Cook, S. Dearborn, D. peed He 


James, J. I. Warrington, and a few others. 
They fought Indian fashion, every man for his 
own hand, and several of the savages bit the 
dust as the result of coming within range 
of their muskets. They kept the Sioux from 
approaching the part of the town where they 
were, and did yeomen’s duty while the fight 
lasted. Several had narrow escapes from 
death or wounds, but none were hurt. In 
General Sibley’s report it is stated that sev- 
eral of the Indians informed him that they 
met with a loss of four killed and fifteen 
wounded, in this attack. 

About five miles up the river from Ifutch- 
inson resided the two Germans. Bilke and 
Spaude, mentioned before, in one house. 
They refused to come in to. the fort when 
warned, in the belief that as they had always 
treated the Indians with consideration the 
redskins would not interfere with them. On 
the morning of the attack on the village, 
however, a few of the Indians went to the 
house and in a surly manner demanded to be 
fed. Thinking from their looks and actions 
that they had nade a wrong estimate of the 
evatitude of the redmen, they wished that 
they had taken advice and gone to the fort. 
While the savages were regaling themselves 
with the food set before them, the two Ger- 
mans, With their families, hitched up their 
oxenand tried to slip away. They started 
to cross the river on their way to town but 
had only short distance when they 
were discovered by the Sioux, who ran out of 
the and fired on thei, 
Spaude inthe lee. Setting the team ona run, 
he whipped them like mad and headed them 
for the river and the red fiends in close pur- 
suit. Reaching the middle the stream, 
another volley rang out and Spaude pitched 
into the water, mortally wounded. 


gone rae 


house 


of 


dead or 


Bilke and the women and children, jumping 
from the wagon, took shelter in the tall 


wounding 


McLEOD wget Oa i bipleabiete bed 


grass and see on ae Reis - while heir 
pursuers were stopping to sealp the dead 
settler, inanaged to conceal themselves. The 
Indians, for some reason, did not find them 
wd soon left. Mrs. Spaude then crossed the 
river with two children, one two and the 
other five vears old, and toiled through the 
grass, weeds and brush until apes noon, 
when, within sight of the fort and safety, 
they were seen by the savages and slain, and 
when found their faces were blown away, 
the guns haying been held so close to them 
when discharged. Mrs. Bilke and her three 
childven fared better. Remaining hid in the 
erass longer she managed to elude the redskins 
and sought Acncenteante in an old Jog cabin 
near Ried river on the north side,where she was 
discovered by a scouting party of the whites 
and taken to the fort. Her husband had 
diyested himself of most of his clothes in 
order to run faster and reached the town 
just after the Indians had left. 

About 4 o’clock in the afternoon 
that long day the fire of the besiegers visi- 
bly slackened and it was soon seen that they 
were retreating to the west, and looking 
around in their glad surprise, saw soon after 
a body of cavalry and infantry coming from 
the direction of Glencoe. Ensign and Chubb 
had found at the latter place a part of a 
company under the command Captain 
Hagley and had prevailed on them to go to 
the relief of the beleavured fort. and on their 
Addie, where 


on 


of 


way back had gone to Lake 
they found a small squad infantry and 
brought them They the 
savages as to their force by marching in open 
order and ina long string, and the Indians 
asked Mrs. Adams, whose capture will be re- 
lated further on, how many there were of 
them and she told them there were vO ora 
1,000, 

The savages, sullenly gave up the contest, 
and finally retired as the troops came in 
sight, and retreated to Otter Lake. Therea 
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omen was held an it was ftenident to give 
it up and to go elsewhere. The man known 
as Jack Adams had formed a matrimonial 
contract with a step-daughter of Mr. Lam- 
son, who afterward shot Little Crow, and 
would not quit his farm until he heard the 
news of the fight at Acton, and then with 
his wife and year old child started for the 
fort with an ox team. ~On reaching the hill 
near 8S. G. Anderson's, just as the Indians 
made their appearance, he jumped from the 
wagon and ran, his wife following after with 
her babe in her arms as fast as she could. 
She was soon overtaken and captured, but 
her husband escaped. Throughout the day 
the baby was not molested but as they re- 
treated, carrying their prisoner with them, 
it grew restless as children will, and one of 
the fiends took it from its mother’s arms and 
dashed its brains out on astone and then ran 
it through with a bayonet and left it in the 
road. The mother was one of those rescued 
by Sibley, some time afterward. 

We are indebted to the kindness of Hon. 
W. W. Pendergast for the following roster 
of the Hutchinson Home Guards, there be- 
ing no official copy of the same on file at the 
State capitol, it having been destroyed by 
fire: 

Lewis Harrington, captain. 

Oliver Pierce, first Heutenant. 

W. W. Pendergast, orderly sergeant. 

Prentiss Chubb, third sergeant. 

John Hartwig. corporal. 

W. HH. Harrington, corporal. 

Charles Stahl, corporal. 

Charles Retzloff, corporal. 

Andrew Ifopper, second lieutenant. 

Silas J. Green. 

B. G. Lee. fourth sergeant. 

Ie. Chesley, 
Jarnabas Welton, corporal. 

Cc. 11. Mohr, corporal. 

C. Me Almond, corporal. 

George Belden, drummer. 


second sergeant. 
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PRIVATES. 
William Green, 
William Nass, 
Howard McEwen, . 
James Fallon, 

David Jones, 

Mr. Creed, 

G. T. Belden, 
William Ilarrington, 
William Gosnell, 
Charles Harton, 
Samuel Dewing, 
William Heller, 
Chancey Lamson, 
William Freming, 

IIubert James, Vincent Coombs, 

Joshua Pitman, Thomas French, 

Henry Harmoning, James Sharp,’ 

George Nichols, — David Ells, 

William Tews, August Pagels, 

Charles Liestichow, William Tillman, 

C.D. McEwen Joseph LeMaitre, 

Norman Campbell, Mr. Covey, 

John Fallon, Frank Ilarrington, 

Sumner Dearborn, Carl Tews, 

John Schultz, Fred Hartwig, 

Nathan Lamson, William Albrecht, 

Jobn Kuster, Winslow Putnam, 

Carl Nisse, EK. G. Wright, 

Birney Lamson, Frank Liestichow. 

The people saw no more of this band of 
Indians. and the organization that had done 
so much good was kept up. Guards were 
regularly posted both of the regular soldiery 
and the home guard, and the settlers worked 
New “England forefathers, with 
weapons close at hand and attended by an 
escort. Thus was the harvest carried on 
and the fruits of the earth gathered. On 
the 23d of September, Lieutenant Pierce, 
Frank Jewett and Daniel Cross, set out to 
hunt for a man by the name of Sanborn, 
who lived in Meeker county, of whom they 
had had no tidings for some time, On 
reaching the Cedar Lake they were joined 


Daniel Cross, 
Kk. W. Stocking, 
Frank Jewett, 
T. I. Tucker, 
Patrick Tallon, 
Michael Fallon, 
Albert Delong, 
David Sivright, 
A. A. Hopper, 
D. E. Estes, 

C. C. Dewing, 
Fergus Dewing, 
Frederick Ehlers, 
Amos James, 
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by David Hern, William Green and Thad- 
deus R. Webb. 
Webb and Dr. Kennedy they turned toward 
Greenleaf and Pierce; Cross and Jewett 
walked ahead of the team, which followed 
after. The three men soon discovered fresh 
moccasin tracks, and while they were exam- 
ining them were saluted with a volley of 
musketry from the road ahead. Cross fell 
to the ground, his breast perforated by one 
of the balls, but the others jwnped into the 


After visiting the houses of 


bush and both fired together at a glimpse of | 


the redskins that they got. 
guns they looked for their enemies, but they 
had disappeared. The others, who were 


left with the wagon, were soon apprised of 
the occurrence and would have driven off if | 


it had not been for Hern, who seized the 
reins and would not be driven off. Webb 
jumped out of the wagon, on this, and ran 
to the Jake, and finding his boat, paddled 
out into the water at a great rate, and stayed 
there all night and next morning reached 
Hutchinson in safety. In the meantime 
Pierce went back for Jewett, and found that 
Cross was dead. Jewett came to meet him 
and told this fact to Pierce, and added that 
the Indians were after him, and they con- 
cluded that it was best to leave the corpse 
and go back for help. Justas they had got- 
ten into the wagon they heard a terrible 
whoop behind them, and looking back dis- 
covered thirteen Indians on horseback, com- 
ing toward them on a run. <An exciting 
race for life now began. Pierce took the 
reins and droye like Jebu, furiously, while 
Jewett sat in the back of'the wagon with 
his feet hanging over the end board, and 
fired at the on-coming red fiends that 
thirsted for their scalps with as mueh ain 
as he could get while on a rapidly moving 
wagon. The leader flourished the still bleed- 
ing scalp of their late companion, and rode 
as if he wanted theirs. As the miles flew 


by under their feet, one by one, the savages 


Re-loading their | 
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withdrew from the race until only one was 
left, on seeing which, the team was stopped 
to rest and Jewett, taking advantage of the 
chance, shot and wounded the pony of his 
adversary,so that it was soon seen to fall. 
They reached the fort without any further 
adventures, and the next daya party was 
sent out to look for Sanborn and the corpse 
of Cross, and found that the former had 
been murdered also, and brought both 
bodies back withthem. This was the last of 
the Indian outbreak that vear. 

In August, 1863, a few of the Indians re- 
turned to this county, some of them coming: 
to the house of Carl Wiedewitsch, in Rich 
Valley township, fired wpon the harmless set- 
tlers and sorely wounded Mrs. Wiedewitsch 
so that she died two years after; her husband 
was wounded in the arm so that it required 
amputation, and Julius Emme, who was yvis- 
iting there, was shot inthe arm also so that it 
had to be taken off. This is supposed to 
have been in revenge for the death Little 
Crow, who had*been killed in Meeker county, 
July 3d, of that year, by Chauncey Lamson. 

At the close of hostilities the prospeet 
looked quite bad through the county —searce- 
ly any one left to till the soil, the houses either 
deserted or destroyed, the stock stolen, killed 
or strayed away and a general air of desola- 
tion pervaded the whole landscape. A few 
families of those that fought so nobly at 
Tlutchinson and a few at Glencoe with here 
and there one scattered over the country, 
were about all the inhabitants that were left. 
But Time, which heals all things, has dealt 
well with the destinies of McLeod county, 
and it is to-day one of the best in the State. 
and hasa population of about 17,000 inhab- 
itants. It is noted for the fertility of its soil 
and the excellent quality of the wheat raised 
there and the general high grade of its prod- 
ucts. 

Glencoe, the county seat, is one of the best 
business villages in the interior of the State 
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and possesses some fine buildings. Richly 
embowered in trees, surrounded by grassy 
lawn and elegant grounds, stand a number of 
palatial residences, that evince the taste and 
wealth of their owners. 

The journalistic world of Glencoe is repre- 
sented by tivo well edited and teatly printed 
weekly newspaper, sthe 72eg/ster and /nter- 
prise. The Register was initiated, as men- 
tioned, in August, 1857, by L. L. Baxter, who 
continued to hold the editorial tripod for a 
year ortwo. It then passed into the hands of 
his brother, Worace Baxter, and Mr. Cramer. 
These parties ran it for a while, and it 
finaly was suspended for want of support. 

In 1867 the outfit of the office was sold to 
Frank Belfoy, who took it to Forest City, 
and established the pioneer paper of. Meeker 
county. For a time there was no journal 
published ‘in this county, but on the 25th of 
February, 1869, it again made its appearance, 
under the editorial charge of Hon. James 

~C. Edson. ©. A. Bennett was associated in 
the mechanical department. May 23, 1872, 
the salutatory of Liberty Hall, the new edit- 
or was published, and gives the information 
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that he had purchased the office of Colonel 
Edson. Mr. Hall identified with the 
paper until August, 1887, when he disposed 
of his interest therein to Charles I. Slocum, 
the present proprietor. 


Was 


The Lnaterprise was established in ILutch- 
inson in September, 1878, as a republican 
sheet, by “Jig” Olson. Ife remained at the 
head of the journal for some three or four 
years and then sold it to William Lamb. 
The latter gentleman, after a tine, removed 
the office to the county seat, Glencoe, where 
it has been ever since. In 1880 it was 
purchased by IIon, A. Il. Reed, who is the 
present owner. The proprietor having an 
extensive business, otherwise, has it managed 
and edited by Charles V. Corson at present. 

The Hutchinson Leader, the only news- 
paper in the county, wasestablished in June, 
1879, by Cal. Smith, and was edited by him 
for about a year. He was succeeded by 
other parties until in July, 1887, it passed 
into the hands of the present owner, b. W. 
Day, a newspaper man who has for years 
been in the “ editorial harness” in the south- 
ern part of the State. 
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